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«  RESOLVED 
BY  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congrefs  affembled,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be 
authorized  and  directed,  to  fubfcribe,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  may 
deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives, for  four  hundred.Copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs, 
•which  are  propofed  to  be  publifhed  by  Richard  Folwell,  and 
fuch  number  of  copies  of  different  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in 
print,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 
JAMES  ROSS,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  March  2d,   1799: 

JOHN  ADAMS,   President 
of  the  United  States." 
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Thursdat,  January    1,    1778. 

A  MEMORIAL  from  the  chevalier  de  Villefranche  was  read, 
fetting  forth,  that  though  he  received  a  gratification  and  money 
for  his  return  to  France,  yet,  upon  reconfideration,  he  would  rather 
flay  in  this  country,  if  he  could  be  employed  in  the  corps  of  engineers, 
under  brigadier  du  Portail,  in  which  cafe  he  would  return  the  money 
and  bill  of  OLchange  granted  him  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  de  Villefranche  be  appointed  major 
in  the  corps  of  engineers,  under  the  command  of  tbe  brigadier  du  Portail. 

An  extraft  of  a  letter  from  major-general  de  Kalb,  and  a  memorial 
from  Lewis  Caliiner,  baron  de  Holzendorf,   were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  6th 
of  Dec.  laft,  from  Thomas  Culhing,  Efq;  with  a  bill  of  exchange  en- 
clofed,  report, 

"  That,  in  their  opinion,  the  faid  bill  ought  to  be  paid  by  a  war- 
rant on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  perfons  in  Avhofe  behalf  the  bill 
is  drawn  :" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  report,  with  the  bill  and  letter,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  g^n.  Wafnington  be  direded  to  order  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  continental  regiments,  now  in  camp,  to  make 
exact  returns  of  the  foldiers  in  their  refpective  regiments  to  the  pay- 
mafters  thereof,  to  prevent  any  impofition  in  the  payment  of  the  one- 
month's  pay  extraordinary,  which  Congrefs,  in  their  refolve  of  the  SOth 
of  Dec.  laft,  have  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  brave  offic^'rs  and  foldiers 
of  the  continental  army,  on  account  of  their  foldierly  patience,  fidelity 
and  zeal,  in  hutting,  Sec.  as  exprelTed  in  the  faid  refolve. 

A  memorial  to  Congrefs  and  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  from  Ifrael  Pemberton  and  others  ;  alfo,  a  letter  from  Owen 
Jones,  jun.  to  James  Duane,  Efq;  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  coniideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refoluticns  : 

Whereas  Dennis  John  du  Bouchet,  who,  for  his  merit  and  fplrited 
conduft  in  the  late  northern-army,  upon  tlie  fpeclal  recommendation 
of  major-gen.  Gates,  commander  in  chief  in  the  northern-department, 
was  created  a  major  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
hath  fignified  to  Cengrefs  his  delire  of  returning  to  France,  as  his  ftate 
ef  health  will  not  permit  him  to  engage  in  aftual  fervice  ;  therefore, 
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Resohedy  That  he  be  permitted  to  quit  the  fervice,  and  to  return  to 
France  whenever  he  may  have  an  opportunity  ;  and,  In  conlideration 
of  his  merit,  tliat  a  fum  of  100  dollars  be  prefented  to  him  to  defray 
his  expenfes  to  the  port  of  embarkation,  and  a  bill  of  exchange  for  900 
livres  tournois,  on  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  France,  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  his-pafTage,  and  travelling  expen- 
fes to  Paris,  and  in  full  of  all  demands  for  his  lervices  and  pay. 

Colonel  Samuel  Wafliington  having,  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of 
health,  declined  the  office  of  commifTioner  to  the  weftward,  Congrefs 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  another  in  his  ftead  ;  and,  the  ballots  being- 
taken,  John  Walker,  Efq;  was  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  and  one,  of  Dec.  13th,  from  Dr.  B.  Rufh  to 
Mr.  Duer,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters,  and  alfo  the  letter  of  the  2  3th  of 
Dec.  from  gov.  Livingfton,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr,  Lewis, 
Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Harnett. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  fully  authorized  to  take  every 
meafure,  which  they  fliall  deem  neceffary,  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  fick,  and  report  fuch  alteration  in  the  medical-department,  as  they 
{hall  judge  belt  adapted  to  anfwer  the  end  of  its  inftitution. 

The  delegates  from  MafTachufetts-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  the  cre- 
dentials of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay  :  Council-chamber,  Boston,  Dec.  4,  1777. 

"  The  general  afTembly  having,  this  day,  come  to  the  choice  of 
feven  gentlemen  to  represent  this  ftate  in  the  honorable  continental. 
Congrefs,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houfes,  toferve  for  the  enfuing  year, 
it  appeared,  after  counting  and  forting  the  votes,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  chofen,  viz.  hon.  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  John 
Adams,  Robert  T.  Paine,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Francis  Dana  and  James 
Lovell,  Efqvs;  Atteft,  John  Avery,  Deputy  Secretary." 

A  letter,  of  Dec.  26th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  and  one,  of  the  fame 
day,  from  Thomas  Wharton,  prefident  of  the  council  of  Pennfylvania, 
to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  in  Congrefs,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  the 
members  added  thereto,  for  a  particular  purpofe,  on  the  29th  of  Dec. laft. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  2,    1778. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Armand  de  la  Rouerie 
were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  from  the  chevalier  de  Roche  Fermoy,  was  read  : 

Ordered,T\\'a.t  itbe  referred  to  the  delegates  from  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

Consrrefs  having  no  farther  occafion  for  the  fervice  of  Efek  Hop- 
kins, Efq;  who,  on  the  22d  of  Dec.  1775,  was  appointed  commander 
in  chief  of  the  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  naval-committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Efek  Hopkins,  Efq;  be  difmiffed  from  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States. 
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Three  o'clock^  P.  M. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  refolutlons  agreed  to  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and,  the  firft  refolution  being  amended  fo  as  to  read, 

That  the  charge  made  by  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  in  his  letter  to  ma- 
jor-gen. Gates,  of  the  14th  of  Nov.  of  a  breach  of  public  faith  on  the 
part  of  thefe  Hates,  is  not  warranted  by  the  juft  conftruclion  of  any 
article  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ;  that  it  is  a  flrong  indication  of 
Ins  intention,  and  affords  juft  grounds  of  fear,  that  he  will  avail  him- 
felf  of  fuch  pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in  order  to  difengage 
himfelf  and  the  army  under  him,  of  the  obligations  they  are  under  to 
thefe  United  States  ;  and  that  the  fecurity  which  thefe  ftates  have  had 
in  his  perfonal  honoris  hereby  deftroyed. 

The  refolution  being  divided,  and  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  the 
two  lirfl:  claufes,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Qu^eftion  put  to  agree  tothelafl;claufe,viz.'and  that  the  fecurity,  &cc.' 

Nenu-Hampshire,        Mr.  Folsom,  aj^ 

Mr.  Frost,  ay  \  ^^ 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry,  ay^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay>ay 

Mr.  Dana,  no} 

Rhode-Island,              Mr.  Ellery,  no  ^no 

Connecticut,                 Mr.  Dyer,  no  p»7zo 

Ne-cU-Tork,                    Mr.  Lewis,  ay\ 

Mr.  Duer,  <V  S        ■ 

New-Jersey,                Mr.   Witherspoon,  no\ 

Mr.  Clark,  no  S  "" 

Pennsylvania,              Mr.  Roberdeau,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Clingan,  ay  \ 

Mr."  y.  B.  Smith,  ay  p" 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay  J 

Virginia,                       Mr.  F>  L.  Lee,  no 

Mr.  ffarvie,          '  no  ' 

North-Carolina,          Mr.  Harnett,  ay  V»ay 

South-Carolina,            Mr.  Laurens,  ay  >fly 

Georgia,                        Mr.   V/ood,  ^y\ 

Mr.   Langworthy,  ay^  -^ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fecond  refolution  was  i-ead,  and  fundry  amendments  being  made, 
Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAtuRDAr,  January  3,    1778. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  of  Dec.  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  pay- 
mafter  in  the  northern-department,  was  read,  enclofing  a  warrant  in 
his  favour  on  N.  Appleton,  Efq;  rommiffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the 
ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  dated  Oa.  16th,  1777,  returned  for  want 
of  pay  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
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A  letter  of  the  7th  of  Dec.  from  P.  Colt,  Efq;  at  Borton,  and  an- 
other, of  the  16th  of  the  fame  month,  from  him  at  New-Haven,  both 
dire>.'Ac.d  to  W.  Buchanan,  commifTary-gcneral  of  purchafes,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  Dec.  26th,  from  the  navy-board,  at  Bordenton,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed,  refpedling  the  conduftof  lieut.  HenefTy,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wadiington  be  authorized  to  appoint  fuch  a 
number  of  aids-de-camp,  as  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  judge  necefTa- 
ry,  and  to  make  choice  of  regimental-officers  for  tliat  purpofe,  if  he 
thinks  proper  ;  any  thing  in  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

A  petition  from  Daniel  LuQi  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Tnat  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  Dec.  29th,  from  brigadier  Weedon,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee    on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  ;idvanced  to  the  board  of  war, 
to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  Jonathan  Trtimbull,  jun.  pay-mafler  in 
the  northern-dep?.rtment,  for  the  ufe  of  his  diliric;,  and  for  which  he 
is  to  be  ace    nntable  : 

That  13,309  ^';lla'-?  be  paid  to  John  Brown,  for  difcharging  Tho- 
mas Cufliir.g's  bill  on  li.  Lai'rens,  Efij;  prv^fident  of  .he  m'^nne-com- 
mitt'-e,  in  favour  of  '\ridfew  if  James  Caldwell  W  Co.  dated  Bofton, 
Dec.  6th,  1777,  and  exprefTed  to  be  for  the  vfe  of  the  contiiif  r.t<il  flaps 
building  in  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  cue  faid  marine-committee  to  be  ac- ' 
corntable  : 

That  675  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  in  difcharge  of  John 
Aflie's  two  bills  on  the  continental  treafurer,  dated  N.  Carolina,  the 
27th  of  March  Inft,  in  favour  of  Francis  Brice,  one  for  275,  and  the 
other  for  400  dollars,  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  to  be  accountable,  and 
the  fum  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  300,000  dollars  appropriated 
for  the  ufe  of  that  (late. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  2d  refolution  paffed  in 
com.nittee  cf  the  whole,  on  report  of  the  committee  on  lieutenant- 
general  Burgoyne's  letters,  and,  fundry  amendments  being  made,  fo  as 
to  read  thus  : 

"  Resohed,  therefore,  That  the  embarkation  of  lieut.  gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  and  the  t'oops  under  his  command,  be  fufpended  till  a  diftinft 
and  explicit  ratificntion  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  fhall  be  properly 
notified  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain  :" 

On  the  queflion  put,  to  agree  to  the  refolutions  as  amended, 

New -Hampshire,        Mr.   Folsom,  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  nyj 

Mr.  Love II,  ay  K- ay 

Mr.  Dana,  noj 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  declined  voting. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  declined  voting, 

New-York,  Mr.  Lewis,  ay\ 

Mr.   Duer,  ay\^'^ 


Virginia, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Georgia^ 

Mr. 
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Neii' -Jersey,               Mr.   Witherspoon,  ay' 

Mr.  Clark,  ay^  "-^ 

Pennsylvania,             Mr.  Roberdeau,  ay~\ 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Clingan,  ay  T  -^ 
Mr.  James  Smith,  ay  J 

F.L.Lee,  qy?^-.,.^,^. 

Jiarvie,  ?!o ) 

Harnett,  ay  ^ay 

Laurens,  ay  ^ay 

Wood,  ay  > 

Mr.  Langworthy,  ay^   -^ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  pafTed  by  Congrefs,  and  tlie  report 
on  which  the  fame  are  grounded,  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  appointing  auditors 
of  accounts  in  the  northern  and  eaftern-departments,  and  for  the  ar- 
my in  the  middle-department. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  January  5,   1778. 

A  letter  from  Monf.  Laneuville  ;  one,  of  this  da.y,  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Batwell ;  one,  of  the  1ft,  from  gen.  Wafliington ;  one,  of  the  20th 
of  Dec.  laft,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  the  ftate  of  N.  York  ;  and  one,  of 
the  2d,  from  the  council  and  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Br.twell  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war  ;  that  the  letter  from  the  council  and  affembly  of  Pennfylvania 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and 
Mr.  Folfom. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Laneuville  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  applications. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ifrael  Evans  be  appointed  chaplain 
to  brigadier  Poor's  brigade. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  propofitions  con- 
tained in  a  letter  from  the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp,  dated  White- 
Marfh,  Dec.  10th,  1777,  and  direfted  to  gen.  Wafhington,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Thatthe  confideratlon  thereof  bepoftponedtothe  afternoon. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  an  adjutant-general,  in  the 
room  of  col.  Pickering,  Avho  is  called  to  the  board  of  war,  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  Alexander  Scammel  was  unanimoufly  elcifled. 

»♦■ 
Three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  iffue  in  favour  of  Blair 
M'Clenachan  i^  James  Caldwell,  for  the  payment  of  a  quantity  of 
falt-petre,  fulphur  and  lead,  amounting  to  61,7  19|^  dols.  purchafed 
of  them  by  the  board  of  war  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Statee  of  Ame- 
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rica,  and  delivered  to  Leonard  Jarvis,  Efq;  at  Dartmouth,  the  25th  of 
Nov.  laft  ;  for  \\'hich  the  faid  L.  Jarvis  is  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  47,OGO  dols.  to  be  paid  in  loan-office  certi- 
ficates, bearing  date  Nov.  25th,  1777,  as  per  agreement;  undone  on 
the  treafiirer  for  14,719-M  dollars. 

Congrefs  took  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
propofitions,  and,  after  debate, 

Besohed,  That  the  confideration  of  the  two  firft  paragraphs  be 
poftponed  to  Wednefday  next,  and  the  reft  of  the  report  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  auditors  be  farther  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  January  6,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commiffary,  c^one,  of  this 
day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  commifl'ary-gen.  of  purchafes,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  fix  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Harnett,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Clingan. 

The  committee  to  Avhom  were  referred  the  letters  from  gov.  Living- 
fton  and  Dr.  Rufti,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
order  of  the  direclor-general  as  much  linen  and  as  many  blankets  as  can 
be  fpared,  to  be  retained  in  the  hofpitalfor  the  ufe  of  the  fick  : 

That  the  clothier-general  be  direfted  to  fupply  the  convalefcents 
with  neceffary  clothing,  in  order  that,  when  properly  recovered,  they 
may  join  the  army: 

That  a  mem,ber  of  Congrefs  be  appointed  to  vifit  the  hofpitals  in  the 
middle-department : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Penn. 

Resolved,  That  a  recommendation  be  fent  to  the  clergy  of  all  deno- 
minations in  the  middle-diftridl,  to  folicit  charitable  donations  of  wool- 
lens and  linens,  made  or  unmade,  for  the  fick  foldiers  in  the  hofpital  ; 
and  to  fend  the  fame  to  the  board  of  war,  or  any  hofpital,  as  may  be 
moft  convenient. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Shippen  and  Dr.  Rufli  be  dire£led  to  attend  Con- 
grefs on  the  26th  day  of  Jan.  inft.  to  be  examined  touching  certain 
abufes  faid  to  prevail  in  the  hofpital. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
to  the  afternoon. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congrefs  refnmed  the  confideration  of  the  report  under  debate  this 
morning  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  10  dols.  ffiall  be  paid  by  every  officer,  and 
the  fum  of  4  dols.  by  every  foldier,  who  (hall  enter,  or  be  fent  into  any 
hofpital  to  be  cured  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  which  fums  (hall  be  deduc- 
ted out  of  their  pay,  and  an  account  thereof  fliall  be  tranfmitted  by  the 
phyficLan  or  furgeon  who  fliall  have  attended  them,  to  the  regimental 
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pay-mafter  for  that  purpofe;  the  money  fo  arifing  to  be  paid  to  the  di- 
redtor-general,  or  his  order,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchaling  blan- 
kets and  fliirts  for  the  ufe  of  lick  foldiers  in  the  hofpital. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  a  fecretary  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

James  Wilkinfon,  Efcj;  was  eleded. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th  Dec.  laft,  from  the  council  of  N.  York,  to  the 
lielegates  of  that  flate  in  Congrefs,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  J.  Smith  i!f  Mr.  Roberdeau. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
©n  certain  proportions.  Sec.  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  direded  to  order  the  deputy  quar- 
ter-mafter-general  in  the  eaflern-department,  forthwith  to  provide  1000 
good  bell-tents,  and  fend  them  to  the  army  under  the  command  of  gen. 
Walliington. 

Resolved,  That  the  fix  firfi:  paragraphs  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Congrefs,  and  that  the  confideration  of  the  laft  paragraph 
be  poftponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  it  appears,  by  a  return  made  to  the  board  of  treafury,  from 
the  managers  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  that  the  invafion  of 
the  Hate  of  Pennfylvania  by  the  enemy  has  obftrudedthis  bufinefs,  and 
produced  confiderable  delays  in  the  fale  of  the  tickets,  in-fo-much,  that 
the  number  yet  remaining  on  hand,  renders  it  neceffary  once  more  to 
poftpone  the  drawing;  and  whereas,  Congrefs  being  defirous,  as  far  as 
poffible,  to  fulfil  the  expectations  of  the  adventurers,  think  it  proper  to 
give  them  the  fulled  affurance,  that,  at  the  time  herein  propofed,  the 
managers  are  to  proceed  on  this  bufinefs  without  further  delay : 

Resolved,  That  the  drawing  of  the  firll-clafs  of  the  lottery  men- 
tioned, be  poftponed  to  the  1ft  day  of  May  next,  at  which  time  the 
managers  are  directed  to  proceed  therein,  and  complete  it  as  foon  as 
may  be,  and  that  all  the  tickets,  then  unfold,  lliall  be  the  property  and 
at  the  rifque  of  the  United  States  : 

That  half  per  centum  upon  the  amount  of  tickets  fold  be  allowed  to 
the  perfons  employed  by  the  managers,  or  by  the  feveral  ftates  to  fell 
tickets,  in  lieu  of  the  encouragement  given  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs 
«f  the  30th  November,  1776. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

V/EDNESDAr,  January  7,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th  of  December  laft,  from  general  Spencer,  witk 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  "the  preCdent  and  council  of  Pennfylva- 
«ia,  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  repo'rt,  which  was  read, 
whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 
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Whereas  the  ifTuing-commiffary  who  was  ftationed  at  Fort-Mont- 
gomery, has  deferted  to  the  enemy,  by  which  circumftance,  the  offi- 
cers, at  that  pofl,  have  not  had  it  in  their  power  to  receive  pay  for  their 
back-rations  for  want  of  proper  certificates  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-mafter-general,  or  his  deputy,  be  directed 
to  pay  the  faid  back-rations,  on  an  account  thereof  being  exhibited  on 
oath  by  any  of  the  faid  officers  to  brigadier  Clinton,  or  the  command- 
ing officer,  and  a  warrant  drawn  by  him  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  Thomas  Harwood,  Efq;  com- 
miffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  in 
favour  of  Stephen  Steward,  for  6000  dollars  advanced  him  on  account 
of  the  commercial  committee,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

The  delegates  from  Maffachufetts-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  a  refo- 
lution  of  the  legillature  of  that  ftate,  refpeding  the  powers  of  their 
delegates  in  Congrefs,  which  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  Alassachusetts-Bay. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Dec.  12,  1777. 

Whereas  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Francis  Dana,  and  James  Lovell, 
Efqrs;  have  been  chofen,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houfes  of  this  af- 
fembly,  to  reprefent  the  ftate  aforefaid,  in  the  American  Congrefs,  for 
one  year,  to  commence  on  the  1ft  day  of  January  next  enfuing  : 

Resolved,  That  the  above-named  gentlemen  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  fully  empowered,  with  other  delegates  from  the  American  ftates 
for  the  term  above-mentioned,  to  concert,  diredl  and  order  fuch  fur- 
ther meafures  as  to  them  fhall  appear  beft  calculated  for  the  eftablilli- 
ment  of  right,  liberty  and  independence  to  the  American  ftates, 
upon  a  bafis  permanent  and  fecure,  for  profecuting  with  vigour  the 
prefent  juft  and  neceffary  war, concluding  peace,  contracting  alliances, 
regulating  commerce,  and  guarding  againft  all  encroachment  and  ma- 
chinations of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  to  adjourn  to  fuch 
times  a'nd  places  as  ftiall  appear  moft  conducive  to  the  public  fafety 
and  advantage  :  and,  it  is  further  refolved,  that  not  lefs  than  three  of 
the  above-mentioned  gentlemen  ffiall  make  a  reprefentation  of  this 
ftate  ;  the  majority  of  thofe  pi-efent,  after  confultation,  to  give  the 
voice  of  the  ftate,  notwithftanding  it  is  expefted  that  five  of  them  will 
attend  as  generally  as  may  be.     Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

"J.Warren,  Speaker, 

^^  In  Council,  December  13,  1777.      Read  and  concurred, 

"John  Aveky,  Deputj  Secretarj." 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Walhington,  with  copies  of  letters 
between  him  and  general  Conway,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  tlie  1  5th  of  Dec.  laft,  from  Samuel  A.  Otis,  was  read. 
The  feveral  matters  to  tb.is  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TiiunsDAT,  January  8,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  December  laft,  from  John  Baynton,  pay- 
mafter  at  Fort-Pitt,  was  read  : 


3  dollars. 

46,152 

4  do. 

61,536 

5   do. 

76,920 

6   do. 

92,304 

7   do. 

107,688 

2  do. 

30,770 

8  do. 

123,080 

10  do. 

461,550 
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Ordered,  That  It  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  December  laft,  from  the  navy-board  at  Bor- 
denton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 
The  committee' on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   v^hereupon, 
Resolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction 
of  the  board  of 'treafury  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the   bills    fliall,   excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emiffion  directed  on  the  3d  day  of  Dec.  laft,  be  number- 
ed from  the  laft  number  of  each  refpedlive  denomination  of  that  emif- 
fion progreffively,  and  confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 
15,384   bills  of  the  denomination  of 
15,384  do.  of 

15,384  do.  of 

15,384  do.  of 

15.384  do.  of 

15.385  do.  of 
15,385  do.  of 
15,385  do.                 of 

1,000,000 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hlllegas,  Efq;  and  of  the 
Infpectors  of  the  prefs,  ligners  and  printers  of  the  faid  emiffion,  direc- 
ted on  the  20th  day  of  May  laft,  ftiall  extend  to  the  faid  one  million 
to  be  emitted,  fubjed,  however,  to  fuch  direftions  and  inftruftions  as 
the  board  of  treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  v/as  referred  the  letter  of  the  1  8th 
of  Nov.  laft  from  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-department,  brought 
in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  conftdering  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  the  faid  board,  to  man  the  fliip  Providence,  be  approved: 

That  the  bounties  given  to  feamen  by  the  refolve  of  Gongrefs  of  the 
29th  of  March,  1777,  is  not  to  be  ftopped  out  of  their  wages,  but 
deduced  from  their  prize-money,  where  any  future  prize-money  is 
obtained  : 

That  the  faid  navy-board  be  fupplied  with  a  number  of  blank  com- 
miffions,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  grant  commiffions  to  officers 
not  above  the  ranli  of  lieutenants,  v/here  vacancies  may  happen,  and 
the  good  of  the  fervice  abfolutely  requires  that  they  ffiould  be  imme- 
diately filled,  but  not  otherwife  : 

That  the  commifl'ary-general  of  purchafes  be  directed  to  give  an  or- 
der upon  the  late  com.milTary,  J.  Trumbull,  for  500  bufliels  of  fait,  in 
favour  of  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-department,  unlefs  they  ffiould 
be  already  provided  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  letters  that  pafTed  between  gen.  Heath  and  lleut.  gen. 
Burgoyne,  to  gen.  Gates,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  read 
juft  before  the  adjournment  this  morning,  which  "was  as  follows  ; 
Vol.  IV.  '  C 
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"  That  they  have  confidered,  with  mature  attention,  the  convention 
entered  into  at  Saratoga  betwixt  major-gcn.  Gates  and  lieut.  gen. 
Burgovne,  in  Oil.  laft,  and  find  numbers  of  the  cartouch  boxes,  and 
feveral  other  articles  oi' military  accoutrements,  annexed  to  the  perfons 
of  the  non-commiffioned  oiJicers  and  foldiers,  in  gen.  Burgoyne's  army, 
have  not  been  delivered  up,  and  that,  agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  the  con- 
vention, and  the  technical  interpretation  of  the  vviord  "  arms,"  they 
ought  to  have  been  delivered  up  : 

This  opinion  is  warranted  not  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  moft  ap- 
proved writers,  but  by  the  interpretation  and  practice  of  Britifli  of- 
ficers in  fimilar  cafes  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  particularly  in 
the  capitulation  of  St.  John's  on  the  2d  of  Nov.  1775  : 

Your  committee  farther  report,  that  there  are  fo  many  other  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  delivery  of  the  arms  and  military-ftores, 
which  excite  ftrong  fufpicions,  that  the  convention  has  not  been  ftridtly 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  gen.  Burgoyne,  agreeably  to  its  true  fpirit 
and  intention  of  the  contrafting  parties,  and  fo  many  inftances  of  for- 
mer fraud  in  the  conduct  of  our  enemies,  as  to  juflify  Congrefs,  how- 
ever cavitious,  to  avoid  even  the  fufpicion  of  want  of  good  faith,  in  ta- 
king every  meafure  for  fecuring  the  performance  of  the  convention, 
which  did  not  impofe  any  new  condition  nor  tend  to  delay  its  execution. 
Of  this  nature,  your  committee  confider  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of 
the  8th  of  Nov.  laft,  directing  gen.  Heath  "  to  caufe  to  be  taken  down, 
the  name  and  rank  of  every  commiffioned  officer,  and  the  name,  for- 
mer place  of  abode,  occupation,  fize,  age  and  defcription  of  every  non- 
commiffioned-officer  and  private  foldier,  and  all  other  perfons  com- 
prehended in  the  convention  of  Saratoga." 

This  cannot  be  confidered  as  impofing  any  new  condition,  but  as 
a  meafure  naturally  refulting  from  the  articles  of  convention,  Avhich 
the  conquering  party  has  a  right  to  avail  itfelf  of,  and  which  is  ftriftly 
juftifiable,  had  no  juft  fufpicion  of  the  want  of  good  faith  in  the  party 
furrendering  prefented  itfelf.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  reafons,  which  gen.  Burgoyne  adduces  forrefufing  a  compliance, 
are  inapplicable  to  the  cafe,  and  they  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  he  is 
totally  miftaken  in  his  appeal  to  the  conduifl  of  fir  Guy  Carleton  and 
himfclf  with  refpeft' to  the  prifoners  releafed  from  Canada  in  Auguft 
1776  :  for,  notwithftandinghis  exprefs  declaration  to  the  contrary  in  his 
letter  of  the  23d  of  Nov.  laft,  to  gen.  Heath,  it  appears  from  the  origi- 
nal lift  of  the  prifoners  releafed  from  Canada,  which  is  herewith  prefen- 
ted, the  provinces,  counties  and  tov/ns,  to  which  the  prifoners  releafed 
that  belonged,  v.'ere  annexed  to  their  refpeftive  names,  which,  for  the 
greater  fecurity  of  the  conquering  party,  were  in  the  hand-writing  of 
the  refpe£live  prifoners.  Your  committee,therefore,  cannot  but  confider 
gen.  Burgoyne's  refufal  to  give  defcriptive  lifts  of  the  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  his  army,  when  connefted  with  his 
form.er  conduft  and  ill-grounded  affertion  on  this  occafion,  in  an  alarm- 
ing point  of  view  ;  more  efpecially,  when  they  confider,  that  nine 
days  previous  to  this  refufal,  he  had,  without  juft  caufe  given,  declared 
in  a  letter  to  gen.  Gates,  that  the  public  faith,  plighted  in  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga,  was  broken  on  the  part  of  thefe  ftates  : 

This  charge  of  a  breach  of  public  faith  is  of  a  moft  ferious  nature, 
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pregnant  with  alarming  confequences,  and  deferves  greater  attention, 
as  it  is  not  dropped  in  a  haily  exprcfEon,  dictated  by  fudden  paiTion, 
but  is  delivered  as  a  deliberate  aft  of  judgment,  committed  to  wri- 
ting and  fent  to  the  general  with  whom  he  made  the  convention  ;  and 
if  credit  is  to  be  given  to  gen.  Burgoyne's  account  of  himfelf  in  his 
letter  to  gen.  Heath  of  the  23d  of  Nov.  he  cannot  be  confidered  "  of 
fo  light  a  charafter  as  to  have  afted  in  a  ferious  matter  of  flate  upon 
a  fudden  impreffion." 

The  reafon  on  which  he  grounds  this  charge  is,  that  the  ofHcers  in- 
cluded in  the  convention,  have  notfince  their  arrival  in  MafTachuletts- 
Eay,  been  accommodated  with  quarters  agreeable  to  their  refpeftive 
ranks :  on  which  your  committee  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  tlio'  from 
the  fudden  and  unexpefted  arrival  of  fo  large  a  body  of  troops,  the 
concourfe  of  ftrangers  in  and  near  Bofton,  the  devaftation  and  deRruc- 
tion  occafioned  by  the  Britifli  army,  not  long  fince  blocked  up  in  that 
town,  and  by  the  American  army  which  befieged  them  ;  and  confider- 
Ing  that  thi  officers  were  not  to  be  feparated  from  their  men,  and  that 
the  troops  could  not  be  quartered  with  equal  convenience  in  any  other 
place  within  the  limits  pointed  out  and  defcribed  in  the  convention,  as 
there  are  not  a  fufficient  number  of  barracks  in  any  other  part  of  that 
ftate  ;  tho'  from  thefe,  and  many  other  unavoidable  circumftances,  the 
accommodation  of  gen.  Burgoyne  and  his  officers  might  not  be  fuch  as 
the  public  could  wifli  or  he  expect,  yet,  his  charge  of  a  breach  of  the  pub- 
lic faith,  on  this  account,  is  not  warranted  either  by  the  letter  of  the 
preliminary  articles  agreed  on  between  himfelf  and  gen.  Gates,  on  the 
14th  day  of  Oft.  or  by  the  fpirit  of  the  convention,  figned  on  the  1 6th  of 
the  fame  month  ;  fmce,  by  an  examination  of  thefe  articles,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  the  ftipulation,  with  refpeft  to  the  quartering  of  officers,  was 
not  to  be  condrued  in  that  rigorous-fenfe  in  which  gen.  Burgoyne  af- 
fefts  to  conlider  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  "  agreed  to  as  far 
as  circumftances  would  admit." 

Your  committee  forbear  to  lay  any  firefs  on  the  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  alter  the  place  of  embarkation  from  the  port  of  Bofton  to  that  of  R. 
Ifland  or  the  found  fo  contiguous  to  the  port  of  N.  York,  which,  as  well 
as  that  of  R.  Ifland,  is  at  prefent  in  their  pofTeffion  ;  on  the  feemingly 
inadequate  number  of  veilels  (being  only  26  tranfportsfent  to  R.  Ifland, 
as  appears  In  a  letter  from  gen.  PIgot  to  gen.  Burgoyne,  dated  the  5th 
of  Dec.)  for  an  army  confifting  of  5  642  men,  in  a  winter's  voyage  to 
Europe  ;  or  on  the  Improbability  of  the  enemy's  being  able,  on  fo  fliort 
a  notice,  to  viftual  fuch  a  fleet  and  army  for  a  voyage  of  fuch  length  ; 
fince  the  declaration  of  lleut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  "  that  the  public  faith  Is 
broke,"  is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  juftlfy  Congrefs  in  taking  every  meafure 
for  fecuring  the  performance  of  the  convention,  which  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, in  confequence  of  this  conduft,  will  warrant. 

Thefe  fafts  and  opinions,  your  committee,  in  a  matter  of  fuch  hiph 
moment  to  the  honor  and  fafety  of  thefe  ftates,  efteem  It  their  duty  to 
report  fpecially ;  and  coniidering  that  gen.  Burgoyne  has  not  fully  com- 
plied with  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  particularly  in  not  dellverlno- 
up  the  cartouch-boxes  and  accoutrements  ;  that  he  has  exprefsly,  and 
without  juft  foundation,  charged  thefe  ftates  with  a  breach  of  public 
faith  ;  that,  in  confequence  of  this  declaration,  whllft  In  our  power,  he 
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may  deem  himfelf,  and  the  army  under  him,  abfolved  from  their  com- 
paft,  and  may,  tlierefore,  have  refilled  compliance  with  a  meafure  na- 
turally refulting  from  the  convention,  and  which  only  tended  to  render 
his  officers  and  men  infecure  in  cafe  the  convention,  on  their  part, 
was  not  complied  with  ;  confiderin^^',  farther,  that,  from  the  diftance 
between  America  and  G,  Britain,  there  is  no  opportunity  of  accom- 
modating this  difpiite  in  any  reafonable  period  of  time  with  the  fove- 
reign  of  the  ftate,  in  behalf  of  v/hich  this  conventioif' was  made,  and 
that  the  operations  of  gen.  Burgoyne's  army  in  America  would  not 
only  defeat  the  main  object  of  the  convention,  but  prove  highly  preju- 
dicial to  the  interefts  of  thefe  dates  ;  j^qur  committee  fubmit  the  whole 
to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs,  in  order  that  fuch  meafures  may  be 
adopted  as  are  confiftent  with  the  fafety  and  honor  of  the  United  States." 
Whereupon,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 
Resohed,  That  as  many  of  the  cartouth-boxes  and  feveral  other 
articles  of  military  accoutrements,  annexed  to  the  perfons  of  tlie  non- 
commiirioned  officers  and  foldiers,  included  in  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga, have  not  been  delivered  up,  the  convention,  on  the  part  of  the 
Britiffi  army,  has  not  been  ftriciftly  complied  with  ; 

Massacbiisetts-Eaj)    Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellerj, 

Connecticut,  Mr.    Dyer, 

New-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 
New-Jersey,  Mr.    IVitherspoon, 

Mr.   Clark, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.   James  Smith,  ayj 
Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L.Lee,       ay  ^  ^.^.^^^^^ 

Mr.   narvte,  no\ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Pemi,  ayl^ 

Mr.   Harnett,  ^'  j 

South-Carolina,  Mr.   Laurens,  ay  ^ay 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langivorthy,    av\ 

Mr.   Wood,  ay\"^     ■ 

So  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  refufal  of  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  to  give  defcrip- 
tive  lifts  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  belonging-  to  his 
army,  fubfequent  to  his  declaration  that  the  public  faith  was  broke,  is 
confidercd  by  Congrefs  in  an  alarming  point  of  view  ;  fince  a  compli- 
ance with  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  could  only  have  been  prejudicial 
to  that  army  in  cafe  of  an  infraclion  of  the  convention  on  their  part. 

Resolved,  That  the  charge  made  by  lieut.  gen.  Bnrgoyne,  in  his  let- 
ter to  major-gen.  Gates,  of  the  14th  of  Nov.  of  a  breach  of  the  public 
faith  on  the  part  of  thefe  ftates,  is  not  warranted  by  the  juft  conftruc- 
tion  of  any  article  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ;  that  it  is  a  ftrong^ 
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indication  of  his  intention  ;  and  affords  jufi:  ground  of  fear,  that  he  will 
avail  hinifelf  of  fuch  pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in  order  to 
difengage  hinifelf,  and  the  army  under  him,  of  the  obligation  they  are 
under  to  thefe  United  States  ;  and  that  the  fecurity,  which  thefe  ftates 
have  had  in  his  perfonal  honour,  is  hereby  deftroyed. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  embarkation  of  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  be  fufpended  till  a  diftiniTt  and  ex- 
plicit ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  fliall  be  properly  no- 
tified by  the  court  of  G.  Britain  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridaj;  January  9,    1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dols.  be  advanced  to  John  BayntoU;  pay-maf- 
ter  at  Fort-Pitt,  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  in  the  wefterri-depart- 
inent ;  the  faid  fum  to  be  delivered  to  major  Evving,  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  faidpay-maftcr,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Harwood,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  for  6492|-|-  dollars,  in  favour  of 
Gordon  ijf  Patton,  faddlers,  in  difcharge  of  col.  George  Baylor's  order 
of  the  27th  of  Dec.  laft,  for  that  fum,  in  their  favour,  for  equipping  his 
regiment  of  light-dragocns,  the  faid  col.  Baylor  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  letter  of 
the  2d  from  the  council  and  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  William 
Buchanan,  commiiTary-general,  and  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commiffary- 
general  of  purchafes,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

7hree  o'clock,  P.    M. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  propofitions  of  the  committee  lately 
fent  to  camp,  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  preHdent  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  of 
the  whole  Congrefs  have  had  under  confideration  the  matter  to  them 
referred,  but,  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defii-e  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
propofition  from  the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

iiijusDeXg^  «BBnB— 

SufURDAi',  January  10,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  and  28th  of  Dec.  from  brigadier  Hand,  at 
Fort-Pitt,  to  the  board  of  war,  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  W.  Palfrey, 
pay-mafter-general,  to  the  board  of  treafury,  were  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  at  Valley-Forge,  was 
read,  recommending  major  Clark  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  gen.  Wafliington  and  brigadier  Hand 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Risolved,  That  his  excellency  gov.  Henry  be  requefted  to  enquire 
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of  Gabriel  Jones  ^5"  John  Walker,  Efqrs;  two  of  the  commiflioners  ap- 
pointed to  repair,  without  delay,  to  Fort-Pitt,  agreeably  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  20th  of  Nov.  laft,  whether  they  accept  the  appointment, 
and  If  they,  or  either  of  them,  decline,  to  appoint  a  proper  perfon  or 
perfons  in  his  or  their  ftead,  who  Ihall  enter  on  the  bufinefs  without 
delay. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele£lIon  of  two  auditors  to  audit  and  fet- 
tle the  public  accounts  in  the  main-army,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Matthew  Clarkfon  b*  John  Clark,  Efqrs;  were  eleded. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  W.  Palfrey  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the'treafury  brought  In  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  276-|^  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Penn,  Efq;  de- 
legate from  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  and  charged  to  the  faid  ftate,  as 
part  of  the  500,000  dols.  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  ftate  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  auditor-general,  for  500  dols. 
in  favour  of  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  for  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  40  dols.  be  paid  to  Monf.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for 
his  pay  due  this  day  : 

That  500  dols.  be  advanced  to  capt.  William  Scott,  for  the  pay, 
and  to  purchafe  blankets  for  the  ufe,  of  his  company,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  16  battalions,  commanded  by  col.  ThruRon  ;  the  faid  capt. 
Scott  to  be  accountable. 

Three  o'clock.^  P.  31. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  for  appointing  a 
committee  of  Congrefs  to  repair  to  camp,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
Avas  taken  Into  confideration,  and,  thereupon,  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolutlon  : 

Whereas,  it  Is  effentlal  to  the  promotion  of  good  dlfclpline  and  eco- 
nomy in  the  army  of  thefe  ftates,  that  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effeftual 
meafures  fliould  be  adopted  for  reducing  the  number  of  regiments  In 
the  continental  fervlce,  and  for  reforming  the  abufes  which  have  too 
long  prevailed  in  the  different  departments  belonging  to  the  army  : 

Resolved,  That  three  members  of  Congrefs,  together  with  three 
members  of  the  board  of  war,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  repair  to 
g^en.  Wafnlngton's  head-quarters  as  foon  as  may  be,  and.  In  concert 
with  him,  to  form  and  execute  a  plan  for  reducing  the  number  of  bat- 
talions in  the  continental  fervlce,  reporting  to  Congrefs  the  names  and 
ranks  of  fuch  officers  of  merit  now  in  the  fervlce  as  cannot  be  annexed 
to  the  battalions  retained  on  the  eftabliriiment,  taking  particular  care 
in  the  appointment  of  officers  to  theft  battalions  not  to  annex  officers 
belonging  to  one  Rate,  to  the  battalions  raifed  by  another  ftate  ;  to 
recommend  to  Congrefs  the  necefi'ary  appointments  of  general-officers  ; 
to  remove  officers  In  the  civll-departments  of  the  army  for  mifcon- 
duft,  negligence  or  Incompetency,  and  to  appoint  others  in  their  room, 
till  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  can  be  known  ;  to  remove  all  juft  caufes 
of  complaint  relative  to  rank,  confining  it  as  nearly  as  poffible  to  the 
military  line  ;  to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  appointing  brigade 
inftead  of  regimental  chaplains,  and    alfo  to   remove  from    office  any 
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chaplain  for  ignorance  or  negligence  in  the  duties  of  his  office  or  for 
immoral  conduft  ;  to  determine,  and  report  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  Con- 
grefs,  their  opinion  of  the  neceffary  reinforcements  for  the  cavalry, 
artillery  and  infantry,  and  the  beft  mode  of  obtaining  them  ;  to  re- 
port fuch  alterations  as  they  {hall  deem  expedient  in  the  regulations 
of  the  feveral  departments,  and,  in  general,  to  adopt  fuch  other  raea- 
fures  as  they  fliall  judge  necelTary  for  introducing  economy  and  pro- 
moting difcipline  and  good  morals  in  the  army. 

The  membersof  Congrefs chofenjMr.DanajMr.ReediiJ* Mr.Folfom. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

IIoNDAT,  January   12,    1778. 

The  prefidentlaid  before  Congrefs  a  packet  containing  blank  papers, 
which  he  informed  Congrefs  he  received  yefterday  from  a  John  Folger, 
who  fays  he  -was  fent  by  the  commiflloners  at  Paris  with  difpatches 
to  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Dana  and  the  board  of  war  examine  the  faid 
John  Folger  refpecting  this  packet. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  members  of  the  board 
of  war  to  join  the  three  members  of  Congrefs,  and  proceed  to  camp, 
for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  the  refolution  paffed  on  Saturday,  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken. 

Major-general  Gates,  major-general  MifEin,  and  colonel  Pickering, 
were  elecSled. 

Resolved,  That  another  member  of  Congrefs  be  added  to  the  fore-- 
going  committee  :  The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  Samuel  ijf  Robert  Purviance,  at  Balti- 
more, was  read.  —^tm—. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  31. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  J.  Folger,  refpefting  the  dif- 
patches with  which  he  was  charged  by  the  commiflloners  at  Paris, 
laid  before  Congrefs  his  examination,  reduced  to  writing,  which  was 
read  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  inform  gov.  Cafwell  of  N.  Carolina  of 
the  purport  of  the  faid  examination,  and  requefl;  him  to  examine  the 
perfons  who  came  over  in  the  veffel  with  J.  Folger,  and  inform  Con- 
grefs of  every  circumllance  that  may  come  to  his  knowledge  refpec- 
ting the  faid  difpatches  : 

That  the  board  of  Avar  be  directed  to  confine  the  faid  John  Folger 
in  clofe  prifon,  till  advice  can  be  received  from  gov.  Cafwell,  or  till 
farther  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letters 
that  paffed  between  gen.  Heath  and  gen.  Burgoyne,  and  gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  letter  to  gen. Gates,  together  with  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs 
thereon,  figned  by  the  prefident  and  attefted  by  the  fecretary,  be  tranf- 
raitted  to  the  feveral  flates,  to  gen.  Wafliington,  and  two  copies  to  ma- 
jor-gen. Heath,  v/ho  is  direfted  to  furnifli  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  Avith 
one  of  them  ;  and  to  order  the  vefTels  which  may  have  arrived,  or  which 
fhall  arrive  for  the  tranfportatlon  of  the  army  under  lieutenant-general 
Burgoyne,  to  quit,  without  delay,  the  port  of  Bofton. 

Resolved,  That  the  council   of  Maffachufetts-Bay  be  requefled  to 
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afford  gen.  Heath  the  neceffury  affiftunce  for  immediately  er.creafing 
the  guards  placed  over  the  troops  of  geii..3urg-oyne,  to  the  number,  if 
they  judge  proper,  of  1500  or  more,  and  that  they  be  not  reduced  until 
the  tranfports  of  the  enemy  fliall  have  left  the  port  of  Bofton,  and  fo 
long  afterwards  as  the  council  Ihall  judge  neceffary. 

Whereas,  Gongrefs  have  received  information,  that  a  {loop  named 
the  Pennfylvania-Farmer,  is  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  Gurracoa,  with 
a  load  of  fait,  the  property  of  Mr.  Gerardiis  Beekman,  a  citizen  of 
the  ftate  of  N.  York,  but  now  with  the  enemy  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia :  and  whereas,  the  delegates  reprefenting  the  ftate  of  N.  York 
have  applied  for  the  interpolition  of  Gongrefs,  that  proper  meafures 
might  be  taken  for  feizing  the  fait  ;  and  whereas,  the  public  fervice 
will  fuffer  the  mod  material  injury  if  the  mofl  expeditious  meafures 
are  not  adopted  for  fecuring  this  cargo  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States: 

Resohed,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland  be 
defired  forthwith  to  take  meafures  for  fecuring  the  faid  fait  for  the 
life  of  the  United  States,  and  to  caufe  the  fame,  without  delay,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  comniiffary-general  of  purchafes,  or  any  of  his  deputies  ; 
and  in  cafe  the  information  given  to  Gongrefs  fliould  be  ill-founded, 
and  that  the  cargo  above-mentioned  fliould  be  bona  Jide  the  property  of 
any  faithful  citizen  of  thefe  (fates,  or  of  any  foreigner,  that  the  governor 
and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland  be  defired  to  feize  the  fame,  as 
well  as  all  other  quantities  of  fait,  and  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  delivered 
agreeably  to  the  directions  above-mentioned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-i^EX^asi^ 

7uESDAr,  January    13,    1778. 

A  letter  from  Monf.  de  la  Balme  ;  one,  of  the  13th  of  Dec.  laft, 
from  col.  la  Piadiere,  with  a  memorial  from  the  fame  ;  one,  of  the  6th 
of  Dec.  from  baron  Steuben,  at  Portfmouth,  in  N.  Hampfliire,  with 
fundry  letters,  recommending  him  to  Gongrefs  ;  one,  of  the  10th  inft. 
from  James  Meafe,  at  Lancafter  ;  one,  of  the  18th  of  Dec.  from  lieut. 
col.  Gampbell,  a  prifoner  at  Goncord,  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ; 
one,  of  the  17th,  and  one,  of  the  25th  of  Dec.  laft,  from  gen.  Heath  ; 
alio,  one  of  the  4th,  one,  of  the  5th,  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  gen. 
Wafliington;  and  one,  of  the  10th,  from.  capt.  Barry,  attending  in 
York-town,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Monf.  de  la  Balme,  the  letter  and 
memorial  from  col.  Radiere,  the  letter  from  lieut.  col.  Gampbell,  and 
the  letter  of  the  5th,  and  that  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Waflungton,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Meafe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury,  and  the  letter  from  captain  Barry  to  the  marine-committee. 

Whereas  tlie  declaration  of  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  in  his  letter  of  the 
14tliof  Nov.  laft,  to  major  gen.  Gates,  "  that  the  public  faith  is  broke' 
on  the  part  of  thefe  ftates,  and  other  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  refolutions 
of  Gongrefs  of  the  8th  of  Jan.  inft.  compelled  Gongrefs  to  adopt  mea- 
fures for  fecuring  the  performance  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  on 
the  part  of  the  court  of  G.  Britain,  whereby  the  embarkation  of  lieut. 
gen.  Eurgoyne's  army  has  been  neceffarily  fufpended;  and  whereas,  the 
fubfiftance  of  that  army,  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  is  not  only 
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extremely  burtlienfome  to  thefe  dates,  but  tends  greatly  to  diflrefs  the 
inlribitants  of  the  country  wherein  they  are  quart.'red,  and  it  is  contra- 
ry to  the  principles  of  juitice,  that  thefe  ftates  fliould  fufFer  inconveni- 
ences from  the  conduft  of  iieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  wliich  could  not  be 
forefeen  at  the  time  when  the  convention  of  Saratoga  was  entered  into : 
Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  direfted  again  to  n  quire  pf 
gen.  Howe  proper  paffports  for  veffels  to  tranfport  to  Bollion,  lalted' 
meat,  flour  and  fuel,  necefl'ary  for  the  fubfiftence  of  Iieut.  gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  army,  during  the  time  they  iball  be  necefTarlly  detained  in  the 
ftate  of  Mafi"achafetts-Bay,  in  confequence  of  the  refolutions  of  Con- 
grefs  of  the  8th  of  Jan.  inft.  and  that  gen.  Howe  be  informed,  that  in. 
cafe  of  his  refufal  to  comply  with  this  juft  requeft,  thefe  ftates  will 
not  daem  themfelves  anfwerable  for  fubfifling  gen.  Bnrgoyne's  irmy, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ;  but  fliall  think 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  remove  or  feparate  the  faid  army,  to  fuch 
parts  of  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  as  they  may  be  conveniently 
lubfifted  in,  till  the  convention  of  Saratoga  fiiall  be  ratified  by  the 
court  of  G.  Britain,  and  properly  notified  to  Congrefs. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  ta- 
ken into  coniideration  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  Vv/'llliam  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-m after-gen.  be  directed 
^to  order  William  Bedlow,  his  alFiftant,  at  Peekflcill,  co  pay  up  tlie  troops 
there  to  the  31ft  of  Dec.  laft  ;  and'  that  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq; 
deputy  pay-mafter-gcn.  be  directed  to  pay  from  that  time,  all  the  troops 
tinder  the  command  of  any  officer  or  officers  In  the  northern-depart- 
ment, or  ftate  of  New-York  : 

That  the  pay-mafter-general  be  empowered  to  appoint  an  affiftant  in 
his  office,  and  a  clerk  for  fix  months,  in  addition  to  one  already  em- 
ployed by  him  : 

That  70  dollars  a-month,  and  two  rations  a-day,  be  hereafter  allov/- 
ed  to  each  affiftant,  and  30  dollars  a-month  to  each  clerk,  in  the  office 
of  the  pay-mafter  or  deputy  pay-mafter  general. 

The  board  of  v/ar,  to  whom  was  ref(?rred  the  letter  of  the  20th  of 
December  from  general  Spencer,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  ftates  of  New- 
Hampfitire,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Connedicut,  imme- 
diately tofurniib,  and  keep  up  conftantly  in  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  ftate,  their  feveral 
quotas  of  troops,  as  adjufted  by  the  refolution  of  a  committee  from 
the  faid  ftates  and  the  ftate  of  Nev/-York,  which  met  at  Springfield, 
the  50th  of  July  laft  : 

That  a  deputy  quarter-m after-general,  a  deputy  adjutant-general,  a 
deputy  mufter-mafter-general,  and  a  deputy  commifTary-general  of 
ilTues,  be  appointed  ta  ac\,  pro  tempore,  for  the  troops  aforefald  :  that 
the  deputy  commifTary-general  of  iifues  be  appointed  by  the  council  of 
war  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  ;  that 
the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  deputy  adjutant-general,  and  de- 
puty mufter-mafter-general,  be  appointed  by  the  officer  commanding 
at  that  poft  ;  and  that  each  of  the  foregoing  officers  take  the  cath  of 
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fidelity  and  office  required  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their 
refpetSive  offices  : 

That  g-eneral  Spencer,  or  the  commander  of  the  forces  aforefaid,  be 
informed,  that  ifprovifions  cannot  be  procured  at  reafonable  rates,  and 
he  fliall  be  obliged  to  imprefs  them,  he  fliall  direct  certificates  to  be 
granted,  promifing  payment  at  fuch  rates  as  fhall  be  fettled  by  the 
convention  of  committees  to  meet  at  New-Haven,  the  15th  inft.  ia 
purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  Gongrefs  of  the  22d  of  Nov.  laft  ;  and  that 
this  refolution  have  retrofpect  as  to  all  accounts  not  liquidated  for  pro- 
vifions  or  fervices  fupplied  or  performed  to  the  1ft  day  of  Nov,  which 
are  to  be  paid  at  the  convention-prices,  and  all  other  unliquidated  ac- 
counts for  fervices  or  provifions  fupplied  or  performed  fmce  that  pe- 
riod to  tlie  date  of  this  refolution,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  prices  for  which 
they  are  contrafted. 

Resolved^  That  general  Spencer's  refignation,  for  the  reafons  of- 
fered by  him  in  his  letter  of  the  20th  of  Dec.  be  accepted,  when  he 
Ihall  be  relieved  from  his  prefent  command  by  a  fuitable  officer  of  the 
rank  of  a  major-general,  who  is  to  be  immediately  fent  to  take  the 
command  of  the  troops  raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode- 
Ifl'and  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Resolved^  That  fuch  parts  of  the  letter  from  general  Spencer  as  re- 
late to  money,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  alio  tiiat  part  rela- 
ting to  his  allowance  as  in  a  feparate  department. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVEDNESDJr,  January  14,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  tothofe  who  at  prefent  con- 
duft  the  bufmefs  of  the  board  of  war,  till  the  commiffioners  for  that 
purpofe  appointed  can  meet  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Langworthy  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

Conp-refs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letters  from  W.  Buchanan,  and  E.  Blaine  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  commiffary  of  prifoners  fliall  be  a 
fufiicient  voucher  to  the  commiffary,  ordeputy  commiffary-general  of  pur- 
chafes,  for  the  delivery  of  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  prifoners  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  refolution  of  the  22d  of  Odober,  1777,  the 
commiffar^r-g-eneral  of  purchafes  is  inverted  with  powers  adequate  to, 
and  fufficient  for,  the  purpofe  of  importing  fait  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

RSsolved,  That  the  powers  and  diredions  contained  in  the  refolu- 
tion aforefaid,  for  procuring  fait,  be  extendedto  the  article  of  rum  for 
the  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  the  afternoon.  — •+» — 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
be  requefted  to  import  from  the  middle  or  fouthern-deparment  13,000 
barrels  of  flour,  to  ftipply  the  magazines  of  the  eafteVn-diftricl  for  the 
iiext  campaign,  over  and  above  what  may  be  imported  by  the  deputy 
commiffary-general  of  purchafes  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  deliver  the  fame 
to  the  deputy  commiffary-general  of  iffues  or  his  deputies,  there  to  be 
deDofited,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding   officer  in  that 
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dlftritTt,  and  that  compenfation  be  made  to  the  board  for  their  trouble 
herein  : 

That  the  faid  board  be  empowered  to  pufchafe,  charter  or  hire  on 
freight,  as  they  may  judge  moft  for  the  intereft  of  thefe  ftates,  vef- 
fels  for  this  purpofe,  and  draw  on  Congrefs  for  the  money  to  purchafe 
the  flour,  or  on  W.  Aylett,  Efq;  deputy  comnulTary-general  of  purcha- 
fes  in  Virginia,  for  fo  much  of  the  flour  as  they  may  order  to  be  fliip- 
ped  from  Virginia  :  that  if  the  whole  qijantity  of  flour  cannot  be  rea- 
dily obtained,  the  board  be  empowered  to  make  up  the  deficiency  by 
importing  rice  from  South-Carolina. 

Oi'dered,  That  a  warrant  for  50,000  dols.  be  drawn  on  the  commif- 
iioner  of  the  loan-ofFice  in  the  (late  of  jVTalTachufetts-Bay,  in  favour  of 
the  faid  board  of  war,  for  the  purpofe  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  re- 
folution. 

The  commiilioners  of  claims  report, 

That  there  is  due  to  Dr.  John  Houflon,  for  his  and  his  affiflant's  pay, 
while  they  acted  in  a  battalion  of  York  county  afTociators,  commanded 
by  col.  Donaldfon,  as  per  brigadier  Mercer's  orders  to  R.  Dallam,  pay- 
mafter,  63||  dollars  : 

To  the  hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  fot  the  expenfes  of  a  committee  of  Con- 
grefs, fent  to  the  afl'embly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  on  public  bufi- 
nefs,  127|§  dollars: 

To  the  hon.  Elbridge  Gerry,  for  the  expenfes  of  himfelf  and  Mr. 

Jones  on  a  committee  to  confer  with  gen.  Wafnington,  145-||- dollars: 

To  capt.  Ephraim  Pennington,  for  the  pay  of  a  detachment  of  York 

county  militia,  railed  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  public  ftores  in  the 

town  of  York,  by  order  of  the  board  of  war,  646|-^  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Whereas  baron  Steuben,  a  lieutenant-general  in  foreign  fervice,has, 
an  a  moft  difinterefted  and  heroic  manner,  offered  his  fervices  to  thefe 
flates  in  the  quality  of  a  volunteer: 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  prefcnt  the  thanks  of  Congrefs,  in  be- 
half of  thefe  United  States,  to  baron  Steuben,  for  the  zeal  he  has  fiiewn 
for  the  caufe  of  America,  and  the  difinterefted  tender  he  has  been  plea- 
fed  to  make  of  his  military  talents ;  and  inform  him,  that  Congrefs  cheer- 
fully accept  of  his  fervice  as  a  volunteer  in  the  army  of  thefe  ftates,  and 
"wifti  him  to  repair  to  gen.  Wafliington's  quarters  as  foon  as  convenient. 
Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letters  from  W.  Buchanan  and  E.  Blaine ;  v/hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  be  appoin- 
ted for  the  middle-dlftrift,  in  addition  to  E.  Elaine,  and  that  the  com- 
miffary-general  of  purchafes,  after  confulting  v/ith  Mr.  Blaine,  be  di- 
re£led  to  affign  the  part  of  the  diftrift  in  which  the  additional  deputy 
commiffary-general  fliall  afr. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary's  fyftem  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three,  and  that  they  be  direAed  to  revife  the  fame,  and  to  report  fuch 
alterations  therein  ab  they  ftiall  deem  beft  calculated  to  anfwer  the  end 
of  its  inftitution : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  dirtcted  to  appropriate  to  the  ufe  of 

the  troops  in  the  continental  fervice,  and  of  the  prifoners  in  the  eaftern- 
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diftrlft,  fuch  of  the  falted  provifions  there,  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  as  cannot  be  preferved  for  the  next  campaign. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brour;,ht  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiflioner  of  the  loan-office 
in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  for  10,000  dels,  in  favour  of  the  mavine-com- 
mitree,  to  anfwer  a  demand  made  by  Samuel  and  P.obert  Purviance, 
continental  agents  in  Baltimore;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general 
of  the  eaftern-diRritl,  be  direAed  to  appoint,  forthwith,  an  afliflant  pay- 
mailer,  conftantly  to  attend  and  pay  the  army  ftationed  in  or  near  Pro- 
vidence, for  the  defence  of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  ap- 
plying to  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  neceffary  fupplies  of 
rn'oaey  for  the  fame;  and  that  the  rommanding  officer  in  the  faid  ftate 
be  fully  empowered  to  draw  on  the  faid  affiftant  pay-raafter  for  the  ne- 
ceffary fupplies  of  the  army  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  That  350,000  dols.  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  of 
which  they  are  to  tranfmit  100,000  dols.  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  deputy 
pay-mafter-general  at  Bofton,  and  250,000  dels,  to  his  affiftant,  in  the 
ftate  of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  ;  the  faid  Ebenezer  Han- 
cock to  be  furnifaed  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  and  to  be  accountable 
for  the  whole  fum. 

Ordered,  That  700,000  dols.  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be 
by  them  traiii'mitttd,  500^000  dols.  to  William  Palfrey,  pay  mafter- 
general,  and  200,000  dels,  to  W  illiam  Bedlow,  his  affiftant,  at  Peeks- 
Icill  ;  the  faid  pay  mafter-general  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  informed,  it  is  the  intention  of  Con- 
grefs that  officers  in  the  departments  of  the  commiffary,  quarter-mafter, 
or  clothier-general,  ftiould  receive  tht  money  required  by  them  to 
make  the  neceffary  purchafe's,  by  applying  to  the  officers  at  the  head 
of  the  refpeftive  departments,  and  that  he  make  no  advances  in  fu- 
ture to  any  of  them,  unlefs  it  fliall  be  abfolutely  neceffarv,  in  wiiich 
cafe,  he  is  to  Inform  the  board  of  treafury  of  the  fums  advanced,  and 
the  particular  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

Ordered,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Piilfrey,  pay- 
mafter-general,' for  the  ufe  of  the  N.  Carolina  llght-horfe  ;  the  faid 
pay-m after-general  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morroAV. 

Thursdat,  January    15,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  acomm.ittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  Georgia  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  b*  Mr.  Dyer. 

The  committee  appointed,  in  conjundlion  with  the  board  of  war,  to 
take  into  conftderation  the  neceffity  and  propriety  of  laying  up  maga- 
zines of  provifions  for  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  Avhich  was  read 
and  debated,  and  fundry  amendments  made  ;  after  which  it  was  moved, 

In  lieu  of  the. whole,  "  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  write 
immediately  to  the  prefident  of  the  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  on  the  fubjeft  of  purchafing  flour  for  the  army,  and  lay- 
ing up  magazines,  and  if  it  ffiould  appear,  that  the  faid  ftate  have  ta- 
ken effiictual  meafures  for  procuring  the  fame,  that  the  board  of  war 
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direft  the  tranfportation  thereof  to  the  army,  or  fuch  magazines  as 
they  may  think  proper  ;  but,  if  fuch  meafures  have  not  been  taken  for 
that  purpofe,  as  the  board  of  war  may  think  will  be  certain  and  effi^c- 
tual,  then  the  board  of  war  to  appoint  fuitable  perfons  to  execute  that 
bufinefs  ; 

Mr.  Folsom.,  ay"} 

Mr.  Frost,  ay\"^ 

Mr.   Gerry,  no^ 

Mr.  Dana,  no  >no 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  J 

Mr.  Ellery,  ay  ^ay 

!Mr,  Dyer,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Lewis,  no') 

Mr.  Duer,  no  5  ' 

Mr.   W itherspoon, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  y.  B.  Smith, 
Mr.   Clingan, 
Mr.  James  Smith, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.   Penuf 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.   Laurens, 
Mr.   Langtvorthy, 
Mr.   Wood, 
So  it  paiTed  in  the  negative. 


Neiv-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork, 

Nezv-Jerscj, 

Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


ay. 


^J 


Three   o'clock,   P.   M. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  on  the  report  of  the  committee  under  debate  in 
the  fore);Ocn  ;  whereupon,  , 

Resolved,  That  one  or  more  proper  perfons  be  immediately  employed 
by  the  board  of  war,  on  the  bed  terms  in  their  power,  to  purchafe 
30.000  barrels  of  flour,  or  wheat  equivalent,  and  hs\'e  it  ground  into 
flour,  and  to  dc-polk  12,000  barrels,  part  thereof  at  or  near  Lancafter, 
8000  barrels  at  or  near  Reading,  6000  barrels  at  or  near  Bethlehem, 
2000  barrels  at  Downing-town,  and  2000  barrels  at  Pottr^rove  : 

That  the  coramifiioner  Q-r  commiiTioners,  employed  to  execute  this 
bulnefs,  have  full  power  and  authority  to  employ  all  mills,  millers  and 
coopers  neceffary,  on.  the  beft  terms  thev  can,  to  comiplete  the  faid 
quantity  of  flour,  with  all-poffible  expedition  : 

That  the  commifiioner  or  comrniifioners  be  empowered  to  hire  or 
imprefs  wagrj:ons  fufficient  to  make  the  neceffary  tranfportation  of  the 
flour  to  the  places  where  it  is  to  be  depofited,  and  to  pay  the  hire  of 
the  faid  waggons,  at  the  fame  rate  pa.id  by  the  quarter  mafter-general: 

That  the  board  of  vv^ar  be  empowered  to  limit  the  prices  to  be  given 
for  the  faid  v.-heat  and  flour,  and  to  give  fuch  orders  and  direftionsto 
the  commiflioners  as  they  fliall  think  proper  or  neceffary,  from  time  to 
time  :  provided,  that  no  limitation. to  be  made  by  the  board  of  war, 
with  refpecl  to  price,  fliall  contravene  an};-  afts  of  the  legiflature  of 
Pennfylvania,  or  any  of  the  regulations  which  may  be  made  hereafter 
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bv  the  convention  of  committees  which  is  to  meet  at  N.  Haven,  in 
Connedinit,  on  this  15th  day  of  January  : 

That  thefe  magazines,  being  eflabliflied  without  the  interference  of 
the  commiffary-general  or  his  officers,  fliall,  when  neceffary,  be  or- 
dered under  the  direction  of  the  iffuing  commiffary-general  by  the 
board  of  war  : 

That  gen.  Wafliington  be  direfted.  to  fupport  the  commiffioners  in 
the  execution  of  their  duty,  with  military  force,  if  neceffary  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  direct  the  fald  commiffion- 
ers  to  jDurchafe  any  fat  cattle  and  falted  meat  they  may  meet  with  in 
their  tours  thro'  the  countrjr,  on  the  befl  terms  in  their  power,  and  de- 
liver the  fame  to  the  commiffary-general  of  iffues  or  his  deputies,  ta- 
kino;  their  accountable  receipts  for  what  they  fo  deliver  : 

That  the  board  of  vrar  enquire  of  his  excellency  Thomas  Wharton, 
Efq;  prelident  of  the  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  Avhat  mea- 
fures  have  been  taken  by  the  leglflature  of  that  ftate,  for  laying  up  ma- 
gazines for  the  army  ;  and,  if  it  fhould  appear  to  the  board,  after  fuch 
enquiry,  that  meafures  for  that  purpofe  have  been  taken  adequate  to 
the  prefent  critical  fituatlon  of  the  army  with  rcfpecl  to  fupplies,  they 
be  autlioriz(?d  and  direfted  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  v^^hole,  or 
fuch  parts  of  the  foregoing  refolutions,  as  they  fliall  deem  mofl  condu- 
cive to  the  general  weal. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resohedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  direft  col.  Flower 
to  make  a  contract  with  Mr.  Whitehead  Humphreys,  on  the  terms  of 
the  former  agreement  or  fuch  other  as  col.  Flower  fliall  deem  equitable, 
for  making  a  quantity  of  fteel,  for  the  fupply  of  the  continental  artifi- 
cers and  VN'orks  with  that  neceffary  article  ;  and  as  the  iron  made  at 
the  Andover-works  only  will  with  certainty  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  ma- 
king fteel,  that  col.  FloAver  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  government  of 
N.  Jerfey  to  put  a  proper  perfon  in  poffeffion  of  thefe  works,  (the  fame 
belonging  to  perfons  who  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  thefe  ftates)  upon 
fuch  terms  as  the  government  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey  fliall  think  pro- 
per ;  and  that  col.  Flower  contract  with  the  fald  perfon  for  fuch  quan- 
tity of  iron  as  he  fliall  think  the  fervice  requires. 

Resolvedf  That  a  letter  be  v  rltten  by  the  board  of  war  to  the  go- 
vernor andcouncll  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  fetting  forth, the  peculiarity 
ofthe  demand  for  thefe  works,  being  the  onlyproper  means  of  procuring 
iron  for  fteel,  an  article  without  which  the  fervice  muft  irreparably 
fuffer  ;  and  that  the  fald  governor  and  council  be  defired  to  take  fuch 
means  as  they  fliall  think  iiioft  proper  for  putting-  the  fald  works  In 
blaft  and  obtaining  a  fupply  of  Iron  without  delay. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  ofthe  chevalier  Armand  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  by  Congrefs  to  repair  to  camp  for  the  re- 
formation of  the  arm.y  : 

That  the  letter  from  col.  Alexander  Scammel  to  general  Folfom, 
which  was  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  reform  the  army  ;  and  that  they  be  inftructed  to  enquire, 
in  their  progrefs  to  camp,  into  the  ftate  of  the  clothing-department 
at  Lancafter,  and  to  take  fuch  meafuresfor  the  relief  of  the  N.  Hamp- 
fhlre  troops  as  fliall  be  confiftent  with  regard  to  the  general  Avants  of 
the  army. 
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The  board  of  war  having  reported,  that,  in  piirfuance  of  the  refo- 
lution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  Nov.  laft,  they  have  entered  into  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  with  Mr.  Fouquet,  the  father  and  his  fon,  and 
have  engaged  them  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ; 

Kesolvt'd,  That  in  compliance  with  the  faid  agreement,  Mr.  Foiiqnet, 
the  father,  have  the  brevet  rank  of  captain,  and  Mark  Fouquet,  the 
fon,  the  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  their  brevets  bear  date  from  the  17tli  of  Nov. 
laft:,  the  day  the  contract  was  entered  into  : 

A  memorial  from  W.  Buchanan,  commiffary-geneval  of  purchafes.,  ' 
was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  propofition  being  laid  before  Congrefs  for  fiipplylng  the  armjr 
with  whilkey,  Sec.  at  certain  ftipulated  prices, 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed 
to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FniDAT,  January   16,    1778. 
The  board  of  vvfar  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into   con- 
(ideration,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 
Jiesohed,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  31. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  Ith,  from  gov.  Johnfon  of  Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  letter  of  the  2d,  from  the  council  and  affembly  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  highly  applaud  the  rifing  fpirit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Pennfylvania,  to  regain  the  capital  of  their  ftate  and 
drive  out  our  cruel  invaders  ;  that  Congrefs  are  ready  and  willing  with 
all  their  power  to  co-operate  with  them  for  efiecting  this  falutary  pur- 
pofe  ;  that  to  this  end,  the  committee  appointed  to  g-o  to  the  camp, 
be  diredled  to  confult  with  the  prefident  and  council  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  with  gen.  Wafliington,  on  the  fubject,  and  if  upon 
confultation  the  roeafure  fliall  be  deemed  prafticable,  that  they  be 
fully  empowered  to  call  upon  the  neighbouring  ftates  for  fuch  aids  as 
they  fliall  think  neceffary,  and  take  every  meafure  which  they  ftiall 
think  proper  for  efFefting  the  end  propofed. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  be  added  to  the  committee  for 
printing  the  journals  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  18th  of  Dec.  from  lieutenant-col. 
Campbell,  which  was  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  be  referred  to  the 
<:ommittee  going  to  camp. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  the  general-officers,  which  gen.  Wafli- 
ington  delivered  to  the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp,  and  which  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  for  the  peru- 
fal  of  the  members,  be  returned  to  the  general  by  the  committee  now 
going  to  camp. 

Adjounied  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrovf. 
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SaTurdat,  January  17,    1778. 
Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Forbes,  two  of  the  delegates  from  Maryland, 
attended  and  produced  the    credentials   of  their  appointment,   which 
were  read  as  follows  : 
*'  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland^  Dec,  22d,  1777. 

"  Resolved^  That  Samuel  Chafe,  George  Plater,  Charles  Carroll  of 
Carrollton,  Thomas  Stone,  James  Forbes,  and  John  Henry,  jun.  Efqrs; 
or  any  two  of  them,  be  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,. 
for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year.  Bv  order, 

"  A.  C.  Hanson,  C.  S. 
"  G.  DuvALL,  C.  H.  D." 
The  committee   on  the  treafury  brought  in  a   report ;   whereupon^ 
Resolved,   That  ten  million  of  dollars  be  borrowed  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  at  an  annual  intercft  of  fix  per  cent,  and  that  loan- 
office  certificates  of  the   follov/ing  denominations  be  forthwith  flruck, 
under  the  direftion  of  the  treafury-board,  and  figned  by  Michael  Hil- 
legas,  Efq;  treafurer,  or  Samuel  Hillegas,  and  counterfigned  by  the 
refpedlive  commiirioners  who  (liall  borrow  the  money,  viz. 


r»  o  o  o 

certificates 

of 

200  dollars 

each, 

666,600 

3?  33 

do. 

of 

300  do. 

999,900 

r)  n  rt  .-, 

do. 

of 

400   do. 

1,333,200 

3333 

do. 

of 

500  do. 

1,666,500 

do. 

of 

600  do. 

1,999,800 

3334 

do. 

of 

1000   do. 

3)334,000 

10,000,000 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
the  council  of  fafety  of  New- York,  be  difcharged  from  that  fervice. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDATj  Jaraiary  19,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  W.  Shippen,  jun.  direftor-general,  and/ 
«ne,  of  the  12th,  from  Jonathan  Hudfon,  at  Baltimore,  v^ere  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Forbes  be  added  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  from  Maryland  be  eleded  for  the  ma- 
rine-committee ;  the  member  chofen,  Mr.  Forbes. 

Resolved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
and  that  any  three  of  the  members  form  a  board,  and  be  empowered 
to  proceed  to  bufmefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Forbes  and 
Mr.  Langwcrthy. 

A  petition  from  capt.  Durkee,  lieut.  Spauldlng,  and  Timothy  Pierce, 
wa'^  rrad  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  go  to 
camp. 

Tie  rniTimittee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  at  their 
requcfl,  to  enable  them  to  fend  off  the  feveral  fums  of  money  ordered 
by  Congrefs  to  camp,  to  Albany,  and  to  Bofton  ;  the  faid  board  to  be 
accountable. 
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In  confeqvicncc  of  an  adjufiment  by  the  commlffioHers  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  a  detachment  of  York  county  militia,  comman- 
ded by  capt.  Ephraim  Pennine-ton,  appointed  as  guards  to  the  public 
{tores,  he.  in  the  town  of  York,  for  parts  of  rations  retained  by  the  if- 
fuing-commiffary,  73||- dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  laid  account  be  paid. 

Congrels  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  marine-com- 
mittee of  the  8th  inft.  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  officers  of  the  navy,  not  in  adlual  fervice,  be  enti- 
tled, to  their  pay,  but  not  to  rations,  nor  to  the  fubfiftence-money  al- 
lowed by  the  reiolution  of  the  25th  of  July,  1777. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
allowance  to  be  made  to  officers  captured  by  the  enemy  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  continental  officers  in  the  land  fervice,  who  are 
or  may  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  be  allowed  their  pay  while  in  the  ene- 
my's pofTeffion,  and  alio  when  admitted  on  their  parole,  for  fo  long 
time  as  they  continue  to  be  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  liable  to 
be  called  into  fervice  upon  being  releafed  from  their  captivity  ;  and  that 
their  rations  be  allowed  them  during  the  term  of  their  captivity  ;  de-. 
dyCting  therefrom  fuch  fupplies  as  they  may,  in  that  time,  have  recei- 
ved from  the  enemy,  or  from  the  commifTary  of  prifoners  : 

That  all  flying-camp  and  militia-officers  captured  by  the  enemy, 
while  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  their  pay  while  itl 
the  enemy's  poffeffion  ;  and  alfo  their  rations  during  the  term  of  theip 
captivity,  deducting  therefrom  fuch  fupplies  as  they  may,  in  that  time, 
have  received  from  the  enemy  or  the  commifTary  of  prifoners  ;  and  alfo 
thatpiy  be  allowed  to  fuch  flying-camp  and  militia-officers,  who  have 
been  or  may  be  admitted  to  their  parole  for  fo  long  time  as  the  foldiers 
under  their  refpeftive  commands  were  ordered  into  fervice. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.  ■ 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  memorial  from  W.  Buchanan  was 
referred,   brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  propofals  of  W.  Buchanan,  commiffary- 
general  of  purchafes,  for  eftablifhing  a  communication  to  tranfport 
provifions  from  South-Qjiay  on  Albemarle  Sound,  in  the  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina,  to  Elkridge-Landing,  at  the  head  of  Potapfco,  in  the  ftate  of 
Maryland,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  governors  of  N.  Carolina,  Virginia, 
and  Maryland,  and  that  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  them  forthwith 
to  eftablifh  a  fufficient  number  of  waggons  and  boats,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  atlive  and  careful  perfons,  for  tranfporting  weekly  500  barrels 
of  meal  acrofs  the  communication  in  their  refpective  ftates,  asfpecified 
in  Mr.  Buchanan's  propofals,  or  on  fuch  other  as  they  fhall  deem  more 
eligible,  and  to  open  proper  roads,  if  neceffary,  for  fuch  purpofe. 

Resolved,  That  the  laid  governors  be  defired  to  co-operate  with  each 
other  in  this  matter,  and  to  communicate,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
board  of  war,  their  opinions  and  proceedings  relative  thereto  : 

That  the  governors  of  the  refpedlive  ftates  above-mentioned,  be  au- 
thorized to  draw  bills  on  the  continental  treafury,  for  fuch  fums  as  may 
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be  neceffaiy  for  procuring  waggons  andproper  boats  for  the  purpofe 
fpecified  in  tlie  foregoing  refolution. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from"  brigadiers  M'Intofli,  Knox,  Maxwell,  Poor, 
Weedon,  Huntington,  Scott,  Patterfon  and  Varnum,  and  a  letter,  of 
the  12th,  from  major-general  Greene,  refped\ing  the  promotion  of  gen. 
Conway,  were  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  Oft.  laft,  from  Mr.  Ferd.  Jofeph  Sebaft.  dc 
Brahme,  one,  of  the  20th,  and  one,  of  the  3 1ft  of  Dec.  from  gov.  Clin- 
ton, of  N.  York,  and  one,  of  the  7th  and  8th  inft.  from  gov.  Livingfton, 
of  New-Jerfey,  were  read: 

Ordered.,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  Dec.  from  J.  Adams,  was  read,  informing  Con- 
grefs  of  his  accepting  the  office  of  commiflioner  to  the  court  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 3th,  from  gen,  Wafliington,  was  read,  wherein  he 
recommends  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Pleftis  to  be  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  adding  that  "  the  gallant  condudl  of  this 
young  gentleman,  at  Brandywine,  Germantown,  and  his  diftinguifhed 
lervices  at  Fort-Mercer,  where  he  united  the  offices  of  engineer  and 
commandant  of  artillery,  entitle  him  to  the  particular  notice  of  Con- 
grefs;"  that  "  he  made  feveral  judicious  alterations  in  the  woi'ks  at  Red- 
Bank,  fliewed  great  good  conduft  during  the  action,  in  which  the  Hef- 
fians  were  repulfed  ;  that  after  the  evacuation  was  determined  on,  he 
became  the  means  of  faving  fome  valuable  artillery  and  ftores,  and  chere- 
fuUy  undertook  as  volunteer  the  hazardous  operation  of  blowing  up  the 
magazine,  Sec.  without  apparatus  ufually  provided  upon  fuch  occafions ;" 
concluding  in  Mr.  du  Pleffis'  favour  "  that  he  poffeffes  a  degree  of  mo- 
defty  not  always  found  in  men  who  have  performed  brilliant  ad\ions  ;" 
whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  a  brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  granted  to  the  che- 
valier de  Maduit  du  Pleffis,  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices  and  an  encou- 
ragement to  merit;  and  that  his  connniffion  bear  date  the  26th  of  Nov. 
1777,  in  order  that  the  recompence  may  more  immediately  follow  the 
the  fervices  which  he  has  done. 

Adjoin-ned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrov/. 

TuESDAT,  January  20,    1778. 

Mr.  Henry,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris,  a  de- 
legate from  New-York,  attended,  and  took  their  feats. 

Ordered,  That  the  members  attending  the  bufinefs  of  the  board  of 
war,  enquire  of  gen.  Gates  whether  he  can  go  to  camp,  agreeably  to 
his  appointment,  for  the  purpofe  exprefTed  in  the  refolution  of  the  10th 
inft.  and  when  he  can  fet  out  on  that  bufinefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  3022|i  dols.be  paid  to  Whitehead  Humphreys,  be- 
ins^:  the  balance  of  his  account  for  fteel  furniflied  col.  B.  Flower,  com- 
ini^irary-general  of  mllitary-ftores,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  Cor- 
nelius Svvxer,  col.  Flower's  deputy,  and  agreeably  to  a  contract  made 
by  direction  of  the  board  of  war ;  the  faid  conimiffary-general  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Dodd,  an  exprefs-rider ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 
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That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  Lewalhi  Barry,  an  exprefs-rider ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  paffed  yefterday,  refpecling  the  pay 
of  officers  of  the  navy  not  in  adlual  fervice,  be  re-confidered. 
•  The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the  8th,  from  gov. 
Livingflon,  of  New-Jerfey  : 

Ordered)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  Dec.  the  29th,  from  gen.  Schuyler,  was  read,  wherein, 
among  other  things,  he  prefTes  for  a  fpeedy  enquiry  into  his  conduft  j 
whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Independence,  and  into 
the  conduft  of  the  general-officers  in  the  northern-department,  proceed 
immediately  on  that  bufinefs,  and  report  on  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lovell  be  added  to  that  committee,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Dana,  v/ho  is  abfent. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  and  one,  of  the  17th, 
from  brigadier  Smalhvood,  refpecting  fome  captures  made  in  the  river 
Delaware,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  Dec.  from  S.  A.  Otis,  deputy  clothier-ge- 
neral at  Bofton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  frontiers  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  re- 
pair to  the  weflern-frontiers  : 

The  members  who  conduct  the  bufmefs  of  the  board  of  war  reported 
to  Congrefs  fundry  reafons  affigned  by  gen.  Gates,  why  the  members 
of  the  board  of  war  ought  immediately  to  enter  on  the  bufinefs  of  that 
department  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Gates,  gen.  Miiilin,  and  col.  Pickering,  be  ex- 
cufed  from  attending  on  the  bufinefs  mentioned  in  the  refolution  of 
the  10th,  and  that  gen.  Mifflin,  col.  Pickering,  and  col.  Trumbull,  be 
directed  to  repair  immediately  to  this  place. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  repair  to  camp,  to  execute  the  bufinefs  prefcribed  in  the  refolution 
of  the  10th  infl. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Thomas  Webb,  a  prifoner  at  Bethlehem, 
direfted  to  Mr.  Roberdeau,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lewis  have  leave  of  abfence  for  eight  days. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

V/EDXESDAr,  January  2\,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  G.  Read,  prefident  of  the  Delaware  ftate, 
and   one,  of  the   20th,   from   W,   Buchanan,  commifTary-general  of 
purchafesj  were  read  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  latter  be  referred  to  the  comniittee  of  commerce. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  re-coiifider  the  refolutlon  of  the  19th,  refpec- 
tin^the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and  fundry  amendments  being 
moved, 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutlon,  with  the  amendments  moved,  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr*  Clark. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  fit  on  this  bufmefs,  and  report  in  the 
afternoon.  — •♦• — 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.- 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  effedual  means  to  prevent  per- 
fons  difaifected  to  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  from-  being  employ- 
ed in  any  of  the  important  offices  thereof,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame   be   taken   into   confideration  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  refolutlon  of  the  19th, 
with  the  amendments  moved,  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  ta-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  2th,  from  the  commiffioners  of  Indian  aff.iirs  in  the 
northern-department,  encldfing  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Ivlr.  Whetlock, 
and  intelligence  from  col.  Bedel  ;  and  one,  of  the  fame  date,  from  Mr. 
Duane,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  major-gen.  Schuyler,  and  one,  of  the 
6th,  from  major-gen.  Arnold,  were  read  : 

Ordered,   That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  as  follov/s  : 

That  having  conferred  with  Mr.  Elias  Boudinot,  commlffary  of  pri- 
foners,  on  the  21ft  of  Dec.  and  carefully  examined  the  evidences  pro- 
duced by  him,  the  board  efteem  it  their  duty  to  ftate  to  Congrefs  the 
following  facts,  relating  to  the  American  prifoners  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy  : 

That  as  far  as  can  be  colledled  from  the  teftimony  of  prifoners  and 
inhabitants,  who  have  left  the  enemy,  there  are  about  900  privates  and 
300  officers  in  the  citv  of  N.  York,  and  about  500  privates  and  50 
officers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  : 

That  the  privates  in  N.  York  have  been  crouded  all  fummer  in  fu- 
gar-houfes,  and  the  officers  boarded  on  Long-Iiland,  except  about  30, 
who  have  been  confined  in  the  provoft-guardb'in  the  moft  loathfome  gaols : 

Thatfince  the  beginning  of  Od.  all  thefe  prifoners,  both  officers  and 
privates,  have  been  confined  in  prifon-fliips  or  the  provoft  : 

That  the  privates  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  have  been  kept  in  the 
two  public  gaols,  and  the  officers  in  the  ftate-houfe  : 

That  from  the  beft  evidence  which  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl  will 
admit  of,  it  appears  that  the  general  allowance  of  provifions  at  the 
moft,  does  not  exceed  four  ounces  of  meat  and  the  fame  quantity  of 
bread,  (often  fo  damaged  as  not  to  be  eatable)  per  man  per  day,  and 
oftimes  much  lefs  ;  altho'  the  profeffed  allowance  is  from  eight  to 
ten  ounces  ;  and  that  the  prifoners  have  been  treated  in  general  (offi- 
cers not  excepted,)  with  a  cruelty  fcarce  to  be  paralleled,  and  with 
the  moft  ftudied  and  illiberal  infult  : 

That  it  has  been  a  common  pradice  Avith  the  enemy,  on  a  prlfoner's 
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being  firfl:  captured,  to  keep  him  tliree,  four,  and  even  five  days,  with- 
out a  morlel  of  proviiions  of  any  kind,  and  then  to  tempt  him  to  en- 
lift  with  the  new  levies,  in  order  to  fave  his  life  : 

That  tlierc  are  numerous  inftances  of  prifoners  of  war  perifiiiug  in 
all  the  agonies  of  hunger  from  their  fevere  treatment  : 

I'hat  being  generally  ftripped  of  what  clothes  they  have  when  taken, 
they  have  fufFered  greatly  for  want  thereof  during  their  confinement  : 

That  in  the  beginning  of  laft  fummer,  bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount 
©f  j^.  600  fterling,  purchafed  of  David  Franks,  Britifh  commifTary  of 
prifoners,  refiding  vvithin  the  jurifdiction  of  thefe  ftates,  were  fent  into 
N.  York  for  the  relief  of  the  prifoners  ;  that  every  obflacle  was  thrown 
in  the  way  to  prevent  the  negociation  of  thefe  bills,  and  after  a  delay 
of  two  months,  they  were  returned  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  the  American 
commifTHry  of  prifoners  : 

That  the  American  commifTary  of  prifoners  had  permiffion  to  fend 
proviGons  from  Hudfon's  and  Rariton  rivers  into  N.  York,  and  to  pur- 
chafe  clothing  there  for  about  two  months'  paft  ;  but,  on  this  condi- 
tion, that  the  floop,  carrying  the  provifions,  flop  at  the  man  of  war  fta- 
tioned  at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's  river,  where  the  hands  are  taken  on 
board  of  the  fliip,  r.nd  the  agent  for  American  prifoners  in  N.  York  is 
obliged  to  fend  hands  from  thence  to  take  the  floop  over  to  the  city 
and  return  her  again  to  the  man  of  v/ar,  which  not  only  renders  it  very 
tedious  and  expenfive,  but  prevents  getting  floops  for  the  purpofe,  as 
very  few  owners  chooie  to  truft  their  veffcls  in  the  enemy's  hands,  and 
to  remain  prifoners  on  board  the  man  of  war  till  the  floop  returns  : 

That  provifions,  which  have  been  fent  into  the  city  of  N.  York  for 
the  fublillence  of  the  American  prifoners  have  been  prevented  bjr  a  pub- 
lic ordinance  from  being  fold  at  a  higher  rate  than  4.5/".  per  hundred 
for  flour,  although  the  current  price  .of  that  article  was  £.  6  per  hun- 
dred, and  it  actually  fold  current  at  that  price  betwixt  individuals, 
while  the  flour  belonging  to  thefe  ftates  was  fold  at  the  ordinance  price  : 

That  the  American  prifoners  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  have  not 
had  any  allowance  made  to  them  for  their  fubfiftence,  altJiough  the 
Bi-itilh  officers  in  the  power  of  thefe  ftates  h?,ve  been  allov/ed  by  a  rc- 
folution  of  Congrefs  two  dollars  a-week  for  their  fubfiftence  : 

That  in  confequence  of  repeated  rcmonftrances  from  gen.  Wafliing- 
ton  to  ,gen.  Howe  concerning  the  injurious  treatment  of  prifoners  in 
his  povv'er,  gen.  Howe  in  his  letter  to  gen.  Wafliington  in  Nov.  laft 
promifed,  "  that  a  commifl'ary  fliould  be  permitted  to  carry  in  a  fup- 
ply  of  clothing,  money  and  other  neceffaries  for  the  prifoners  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  to  vifit  the  places  where  they  were  confined:" 

That  on  a  conference  which  paffed  betwixt  Mr.  Fergufon,  the  Britifli 
commiiTary  of  prifoners,  and  Mr.  Boudinot,  the  commifl'ary  of  prifon- 
ers for  thefe  ftates,  who  was  ordered  by  gen.  Wafliington  to  vifit  the 
prifoher?,  agreeably  to  gen.  Howe's  promife,  Mr.  Fergufon  faid  that 
he  was  defired  by  gen.  Howe  to  let  Mr.  Boudinot  know,  "  that  there 
could  be  no  neceflity  for  his  coming  into  the  city,  as  he  would  fee  that 
the  prifoners  v/ere  properly  dealt  by  ;"  and  Mr.  Boudinot  was  not  fuf- 
fered  to  go  in  : 

That,  on  this  conference,  Mr.  Fergufon,  the  Britifli  comnilfTary  of 
prifoners,  complaining  of  the  inatten'-lon  paid  to  the  fupplying  cf  pri- 
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foners  in  their  hands  with  clothes,  faid,  "  that  there  was  plenty  of 
clothing  iji  Philadelphia,  which  we  were  at  liberty  to  purchafe  for 
provifions,  and  to  appoint  agents  for  that  purpofe  ;  that  on  Mr.  Bou- 
dinot's  exprelling  his  doubts  on  this  point,  Mr.  Fergufon  lliewed  great 
fiirprize  at  his  unbelief,  and  affured  him  repeatedly  that  full  liberty 
to  purchafe  clothing  would  be  granted  :" 

That  Mr.  Fergufon,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of  Dec.  fays,  "  that  per- 
million  will  be  given  to  fend  in  clothing  to  our  prifoners,  but  that 
gen.  Howe  does  not  think  fit  to  allow  it  to  bepurchafed  in  Philadelphia." 

Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  foregoing  fadls,  and  confi- 
dering,  that  during  the  whole  time  in  Avhich  the  American  prifoners 
have  fuflFered  fuch  unparelleled  rigor  and  infult,  and  every  obftacle  has 
been  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  relief,  the  prifoners  taken  from  the 
enemy  have  been  plentifully  fupplied  with  proyifions,  either  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  thefe  ftates,  or  by  commiffaries  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy, 
permitted  to  rende,  and  purchafe,  without  controul,  within  the  jurif- 
diction  of  thefe  flates  ;  that  th.eir  officers  have  been  admitted,  on  their 
parole,  in  good  quarters,  and  a  v/eekly  allowance  made  them  ;  that  few 
even  of  their  privates,  have  been,  for  any  time,  confined  in  gaol ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  have  been  permitted  to  work  abroad,  and 
to  receive  the  fall  price  of  their  labour  ;  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  allov/ance  of  two  dollars  a-v/eek  to  officers,  who 
are  prifoners  of  war  to  thefe  United  States,  do  ceafe,  unlefs  to  thofe 
officers  who  may  b&  entitled  thereto  by  any  contvacL  made  on  or  before 
their  captivity  or  fnrrender  : 

That  neither  David  Franks,  nor  any  other  agent  or  perfon  whatfo- 
cver,  be  permitted  to  negociate  bills  v/ithin  thefe  United  States  for 
the  fupply  of  proviiions  taken  from  the  enemy,  or  to  purchafe  pro- 
vifions, or  other  neceffaries  for  fuch  purpofe,  within  the  jurifdidlion  of 
thefe  dates,  except  in  the  manner  herein- after  provided: 

That  every  Eritifli  commiffary,  or  any  other  perfons  or  agents,  em- 
ployed to  fupply  prifoners  taken  from  the  enemy,  with  provifions,  Ihall 
make  return  of  the  prifoners  under  his  or  their  refpeftive  care  to  the 
purchafing  commifl'ary  of  the  diftricl,  wherein  fuch  prifoners  are  con- 
fined, who  (liall  deliver  a  fufficient  number  of  rations  for  their  weekly 
or  monthly  fubfi Hence,  as  circumftances  fhall  render  neceffary,  taking- 
duplicate  promilTary  receipts  for  the  fame,  payable  in  30  days  after 
date,  one  of  which  receipts  ihall  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  to  the  com- 
milTary-general  of  purchafes,  or  to  the  deputy  commiffary-general  of 
purchafes  of  the  department  in  which  the  provifions  are  fupplied  : 

That  the  provifions  fo  received  fliall  be  paid  for  in  the  manner  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  of  Dec.  lafi: ;  and.  In 
cafe  the  fame  faall  be  accounted  for  in  gold  and  iilver,  the  commiffary- 
general  or  deputy  commiffary  of  purchafes  receiving  the  fame,  iliall  re- 
mit it,  without  delay,  to  the  board  of  treafury,  in  order  that  the  fame 
may  be  applied  as  a  fund  for  relieving  the  diftreffes  of  the  prifoners  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy  : 

That,  in  cafe  failure  Ihall  be  made  by  any  perfon  figning  fuch  re- 
ceipt, in  difcharging  the  amount,  when  it  ffiall  become  due,  no  farther 
provifions  ilrall  be  iffued  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prifoners  under 
the  care  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  I'o  failing  : 
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That,  in  return  for  the  permiflion  hereby  given  to  purchafe  provi- 
flons  of  the  American  commiffaries,  for  the  ufe  of  the  enemy's  prifon- 
ers,  gen.  Walhington  be  direcled  to  demand  of  gen.  Howe,  liberty  to 
purchafe  clothing  in  fuch  places  as  may  be  under  his  power,  for  the  uie 
of  the  American  prifoners  ;  the  clothing  fo  furni(hed  to  be  paid  for 
cither  in  gold  or  iilver,  or  in  provifion,  to  be  fent  in  and  iold  at  the 
market-price  :  and  that  in  cafe  gen.  Howe  fliould  choofe  to  order  pro- 
vilions  and  other  necelTaries  to  be  fent  out  for  the  fupply  of  the  prifon- 
ers in  our  power,  inftead  of  the  mode  propofed  by  the  former  rclolu- 
tions,  he  be  permitted  to  fend  what  fupplies  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  neceffary,  to  fuch  pod  as  the  American  comnnffary  of  prifoners  fhall 
dired,  which  provifion  when  fent  out,  fliall  be  ifTued  to  the  prifoners 
by  perfons  appointed  by  gen.  Howe  for  that  purpofe,  provided  that 
permits  be  granted  by  gen.  Howe  for  tranfporting  provilions  either  by 
land  or  water,  as  fhall  be  moft  convenient,  from  the  ftates  of  New- 
York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  American  prifoners  in  the  cities  of  New-York,  and  Philadelphia, 
and  in  the  town  of  Newport,  in  Rhode-Iiland  ;  and  the  provilions  fo 
fent  in,  be  ifTued  out  by  commifTaries  or  other  perfons  appointed  for 
fuch  purpofe,  by  thefe  ftates,  who  fhall  be  permitted  to  refide  at  the  pla- 
ces where  the  prifoners  are  confined  : 

That,  ia  return  for  the  permiffion  given  by  the  refolution  ofCon- 
grefs  of  the  21ft  of  May,  1776,  for  a  comimflioned  officer  from  the 
Britifh  army  to  vifit  monthly  the  prifoners  in  the  pov/er  of  thefe  ftates, 
"  in  order  to  count  their  numbers  and  certify  their  rolls,"  gen.  Wafli- 
ington  be. directed  to  demand  peremptorily  of  gen.  Howe,  a  like  per- 
miffion, or  to  agree  upon  any  other  equal  mode,  for  afcertaining  the 
fituation  of  the  American  prifoners,  which  fliall  be  deemed  moft  expe- 
dient ;  and  in  cafe  of  gen.  Howe's  r.efufal  to  give  fatisfadlion  on  thi« 
point,  that  gen.  Wafliington  regulate  his  future  conducl  by  the  con- 
duct of  gen.  Howe  : 

That  gen.  Wafhington  be  direcled  to  enquire  of  gen.  Howe  the 
reafons  why  feveral  officers  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  fl;ates,  and  other  ci- 
tizens, now  in  his  povi^er,  have  been  fo  long  confined  either  in  the  pro- 
voft-guard  or  loathfome  gaols,  and  treated  with  fuch  unparalleled  ri- 
gour ;  and  if  gen.  Howe  fliall  refufe  to  make  any  anfwer  to  this  requi- 
{ition,  within  the  fpace  of  five  days,  or  give  fuch  reafons  for  the  treat- 
ment of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  as  ffiall  not  be  juftifiable  by  the  laws 
of  nations,  gen.  Wafliington  be  direcled  immediately  to  order  a  number - 
of  the  enemy's  officers,  as  nearly  equal  in  rank  and  condition  of  life  as 
poffible,  to  the  perfons  fo  confined  without  juft  caufe,  forthwith  to  be 
imprifoned,  fubfifted  and  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  perfons 
above  alluded  to  are  imprifoned,  fubfifted  and  treated  ;  and  that  he  be 
informed,  that  it  is  the  expectation,  and  exprefs  order  of  Congrefs, 
that  this  mode  of  treatment,  in  general,  be  continued,  changed  or 
fufpended,  as  the  condudl  of  the  enemy,  with  refpetl  to  American  pri- 
foners, fhall,  from  time  to  time,  render  juft  and  neceffary,  without  wait- 
ing for  any  fpecial  order  froni  Congrefs  for  fuch  purpofe  : 

That  the  commifTary-general  of  prifoners,  and  his  refpeftive  deputies, 
be  forthwith  dircdled  to  call  in  altthe  officers  and  privates  belonging 
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to  the  enemy,  and  to  confine  them  in  fuch  places,  and  order  them  to  be 
fublifted  and  treated  in  fuch  manner,  as  fhall  render  their  fituation  limi- 
lar  in  all  refpefts  to  that  of  the  officers  and  privates  who  are  priloners 
with  the  enemy;  and  that  they  continue  this  mode  of  treatment,  till 
fuch  time  as  a  change  of  conduct,  oji  the  part  of  the  enemy,  lliail  induce 
Congrefs,  or  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  thefe  ftates,  to 
give  dire£lions  for  a  different  line  of  conduA  on  their  part : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of  the  refpeftive  ftates, 
where  priloners  of  war  are  confined,  to  give  every  afliftance  in  their  power 
to  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners  or  his  deputies,  by  putting  them  in 
poffeffion  of  gaols  or  other  proper  buildings,  and  by  furnifhing  them  with 
guards,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  execute  the  foregoing  rcfolution. 

And,  whereas,  gen.  Howe,  by  his  letter  to  gen.  Walhintjton  in  Nov. 
laft,  affefts  to  make  a  diftinftion  in  the  treatment  of  perfons  taken  in 
arms,  and  of  the  faithful  citizens  of  thefe  ftates  fubjefted  to  his  power, 
in  a  manner  not  only  contrary  to  reafon  and  the  principles  of  humanity, 
but  inconfiftent  with  the  fentiments  expr^ffed  by  gen.  Howe  himfelf, 
in  his  letter  to  gen.  V/aftiington,  dated  Staten-Illand,  I'ftof  Aug.  1776: 

Resol-ved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  direfted  to  require  of  gen.  Howe 
an  explanation  of  thofe  parts  of  his  letter  of  Nov.  1777,  which  imply 
this  diftinction,  and  the  line  of  conduft  wliich  he  means  to  obferve  for 
the  future,  v/ith  refpedl  to  fuch  of  the  faithful  citizens  of  thefe  ftates 
as  may  be  fubjefted  to  his  power. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  mani- 
fefto  on  the  injurious  treatment  our  prifoners  and  faithful  citizens  re- 
ceive from  the  enemy : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Lo- 
yell  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  January   22,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  B.  Harrifon,  deputy  pay-mafter-general  at 
Williamflxirgh,  and  one,  of  the  21ft,  from  James  Meafe,  clothier-ge- 
neral, at  Lancafter,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  gov.  Johnfon  of  Maryland,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  and  orie,  of  the  8th,  from  major-gen.  Heath,  at 
Bofton,  with  copies  of  letters  that  paffed  between  him  and  lieut.  gen. 
Burgoyne,  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon,   . 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dols.  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by 
them  tranfmitted  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-gene- 
ral of  the  eaftern-diftri^ft,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  two  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fhall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emifiion  diredled  the  7th  inft.  be  numbered  froi'n  the 
laft  number  of  each  refpedtive  denomination  of  that  emiffion  progref- 
fively,  and  confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


3  dollars, 

92,304 

4  do. 

123,072 

5  do. 

153,840 

6  do. 

184,608 

7  do. 

215,376 

2  do. 

61,540 

8  do. 

246,160 

;o  do. 

923,100 

JANUARY   1778. 

30,768  bills  of  the  denomination  of  3  dollars, 

30,768  do. 

30,768  do.  - 

30,758  do. 

30,768  do.  -  #- 

30,770  do.  -      '        - 

30,770  do. 

30,770  do. 

2,000,000 

That  nil  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  El'q;  and  of  the 
infpeftors  of  the  prefs,  (igners  and  printers  of  the  emiffion  directed  on 
the  20th  ofvMay  laft,  fliall  extend  to  the  faid  two  millions  now  to  be 
emitted,  fubjedi,  however,  to  fuch  diredlions  and  inftruclions  as  the 
board  of  treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dols.  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan, 
commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  the  wef- 
tern-diftrift,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  loan-officer  of  Pennfylvania,  for  100,000 
dols.  and  one  other  on  the  treafurer  for  50,000  dols.  in  favour  of 
James  Meafe,  clothier-general,  to  anfwer  the  draughts  of  his  deputies 
in  the  feveral  ftates,  for  clothing  purchafed  by  them,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  tranfmit  to  the  board  of  treafury,  a  lift  of  the  draughts 
Avhich  he  fliall  have  paid,  with  the  money  aforefaid,  bifore  he  applies 
for  further  fums  for  this  purpofe  ;  the  faid  James  Meafe  to  be  accoun- 
table. 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be  directed  to  pay  to  Mr.  Paul 
Zantzinger,  the  balance  which  fliall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for  650 
fuits  of  clothes,  or  for  any  part  thereof,  which  he  has  purchafed  by  or- 
dei;  of  brigadier  Wayne,  upon  Mr.  Zantzinger  producinp;  fuflicient 
vouchers  of  the  coftof  the  clothing,  and  proper  receipts  of  the  delivery 
thereof.  — -«+•— 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-mafter-general,  or  his  deputies,  be  diredled 
to  pay  the  aids-de-camp  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  according  to 
their  rank,  as  the  aids  of  other  major-generals  are  paid. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from 
gov.  Johnfon,  of  Maryland,  and  Wx  Buchanan,  commilTaEy-general 
of  purchafes,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  be  directed  to 
purchafe  in  the  ftates  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  upon  the  moft  rea- 
fonable  terms,  fuch  a  quantity  of  fait  as  he  may  think  neceffary  for 
the  immediate  ufe  of  the  army  :  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  the 
governor  of  Maryland,  thanking  him  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  on 
this  matter,  and  requefting  him  to  affift  the  commiffary-general  in  the 
bufinefs  aforefaid. 

The  board  of  war,  to  v/hom  the  feveral  difpatches  from  the  northern- 
department  were  committed,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  irruption  be  made  into  Canada,  and  that  the 
board  of  war  be  authorized  to  take  every  neceffary  meafure  for  the 
execution  of  the  bufinefs,  under  fuch  general-officers  as  Gongrefs  fliall 
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appoint,  and  apply  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  may  be  thought  by  them 
proper  and  requifite  for  the  expedition. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  of  the  general-officers  to  conduct 
the  irruption,  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Palfrey^,  pay-mafler-general,  and  one 
from  W.  Buchanan,  commiffary-general  ef  purchafes,  and  a  petition 
from  Ifaac  Zane,  Jofeph  Janney,  Benjamin  Wright,  William  Jackfon, 
John  Parrifii  and  Jofeph  Wright,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,'Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Henry  is"  Mr.  Clark. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

II  iiiiki>@qiw  j^ 

Fridat,  January  23,    1778.  -^' 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  E.  Hancock,  deputy  pay-mafter-general, 
■with  a  monthly  account  enclofed  ;  one,  of  the  5th,  from  William  Whip- 
ple, "  wiihing  to  be  excufed  from  attending  the  enquiry  into  the  caufe 
of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  againfl  Newport,"  and  a  petition 
from  colonels  Sheppard,  Bailey,  Tupper,  Sec.  were  read. 

Resolved.,  That  the  refolution  paffed  yefterday,  directing  the  ccm- 
miffary-general  to  purchafe  fait  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  be  re-con- 
fidered,  and  that  the  fame,  together  with  the  letter  from  gov.  Johnfon, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and  Mr.  J. 
B.  Smith.  * 

The  auditor-general,  in  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  claims,  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  a  detachment  of  N.  Carolina  continental  troops, 
under  the  command  of  col.  John  Williams,  and  belonging  to  the  1ft, 
2d,  od,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  l^  9th  regiments  of  that  ftate,  up  to 
the  ift  of  Jan.  as  by  particular  muftcr  and  pay-rolls,  3959  dols.  which 
is  to  be  advanced  to  capt.  Benjamin  Williams,  who  is  to  be  accountable' 
for  that  fum  : 

Ordered.^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  wher  jupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  continental 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampftiire,  for  50,000  dols.  in  favour  of 
the  prefident  and  council  of  the  faid  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  400  dols.  be  advanced  to  Robert  Hide  Saunders,  lieut.  in  the 
Virginia  ftate  regiment,  commanded  by  col.  George  Gibfon,  for  the 
ufe  of  a  party  of  the  faid  regiment  on  their  march  to  camp  ;  the  faid 
colonel  Gibfon  to  be  accountable  : 

That  1000  dols.  be  advanced  to  theiioard  of  war,  for  public  fervice  ; 
the  faid  board  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  general-officers  to  condudlthc 
irruption  into  Canada,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  major-general  Conway, 
and  bvigjadier  Stark,  were  elefted. 

A  petition  from  Lott  Hall  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  wants  of 
the  army,  and  the  letter  from  the  committee  at  camp,  Dec.  10,  1777, 
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to  gen.  Waflilngtoiij  brought  in  a  farther  report,  Avhlch  v/as  read  : 
after  debate, 

Ordered.^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  James  Smith,  Mr.  EUery  fjT*  Mr.  Dyer. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAr,  January  24,    1778. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  refolution  of  the  22d, 
refpedling  the  purchafe  of  fait  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  the  let- 
ter of  the  19th  from  gov.  Johnfon,  brought  in  a  report;  Avhereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gov.  Johnfon,  thanking  him 
for  the  pains  he  has  taken  as  to  the  purchafe  of  fait,  and  excepting 
the  1350  bufliels  mentioned  in  his  letter,  to  be  delivered  to  the  order 
of  the  commiffary-general,  who  has  imdertaken  to  proceed  in  the  pur- 
chafe of  what  more  is  immediately  neceffary,  agreeably  to  the  infor- 
mation given  by  the  governor  on  that  fubjecl. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  government  of 
the  ftate  of  N.  York,  forthwith  to  call  out  400  militia  of  that  flate, 
under  the  command  of  an  adive  and  vigilant  officer,  to  ferve  for  the 
fpace  of  four  months,  under  the  command  of  the  officer  commanding 
in  the  northern-department  ;  the  faid  militia,  when  raifed,  to  repair 
to  Albany. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  under  debate  yef- 
terday,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  :  after  debate. 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  gen. 
Wafhington  and  brigadier  Smallwood,  refpedling  the  capture  of  feveral 
veffels  and  goods  by  detachments  of  the  main  army,  brought  in  a  re- 
port ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  veffels  and  goods  lately  captured  as  aforefaid, 
ought  to  be  libelled  in  the  court  of  admiralty  in  that  ftate  where  the 
capture  was  made  ;  but  if  no  fuch  court  be  eredled  in  that  ftate,  then 
the  profecution  fliould  be  in  the  court  of  fuch  ftate  as  the  captors  may 
find  convenient,  the  judge  whereof,  on  condemnation,  will  order  dif- 
tribution  to  be  made  agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that 
fix  printed  copies  of  the  extracts  of  the  journals  of  Congrefs  relative 
to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  prizes,  &c.  be  tranfmitted  to  gen. 
Waftiington  and  brigadier  Smallwood. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  Samuel  iJf  R.  Purviance,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  W.  Buchanan,  com- 
miffary-general of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  27|^  dollars  be  paid  to  major  John  Clarke,  for  his  expenfes 
attending  the  board  of  treafury,  by  their  order,  and  for  two  pair  of 
fliears  purchafed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  auditors  at  head-quarters  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Harwood,  Efq;  commiffioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  for  20,000  dol- 
lars, in  favour  of  his  excellency  governor  Johnfon,  for  the  purpofe  of 
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recruiting  the  contlnent,al  army  In  that  (late  ;  the  fald  flate  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  for  10,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  faid  ftate,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  firft  money  brought  into  the  office,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-' 
cruiting  the  continental  battalions  of  the  faid  ftate  ;  for  which  the 
faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Benjamin  Flower,  commilTary- 
general  of  mllitary-ftores,  and  paid  to  his  deputy  Cornelious  Sweers, 
for  the  life  of  his  department ;  the  faid  commiffary-general  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congrefs  fit  but  once  a-day  : 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  after  debate, 

The  determination  thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  ftate,  was  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  Jannary  26,    1778. 

The  committee  on  the  ireafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.)  That  13,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  John  Williams, 
to  purchafe  12  waggons,  with  horfes,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfporting 
a  quantity  of  goods,  purchafedby  the  clothier-general  in  the  ftate  of 
North-Carolina  ;  the  faid  colonel  Williams  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  following  warrants  iffue  in  favour  of  Alexander  Rofe,  for 
the  payment  of  five  bills,  drawn  by  Samuel  A.  Otis,  on  James  Meafe, 
Efq;  clothier-general  ;  one,  dated  Dec.  19th,  for  24,000  dols.  in  favour 
of  John  Tracey  ;  one,  dated  Dec.  22d,  in  favour  of  Alexander  Rofc, 
for  40,000  dols.  one,  dated  Dec.  22d,  in  favour  of  Alexander  Rofc, 
for  10,000  dols.  one,  dated  Dec.  25th,  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Jackfon, 
for  23,333-|^  dols.  and  one,  in  favour  of  Ifaac  Sears,  for  1  3,333-|^  dols. 
amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  1  10,6664  dollars,  being  for  the  payment  of 
clothing,  purchafed  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  by  tlie  faid  Otis, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;   the  clothier-general  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  on  the  treafurer  for  50,666-|-°-  dollars  ;  one  on  the  commilfioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  for  25,000 
dollars  ;  and  one  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office 
in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  for  35,000  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  180  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Kermovan,  en- 
gineer, on  his  pay  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Major-general  Gates,  prefident  of  the 
boai-d  of  war  ;  one  of  Dec.  20th,  from  John  Langdon,  Efq;  at  Portf- 
mouth,  directed  to  the  marine-committee,  with  a  bill  of  exchange  en- 
clofed  ;  one,  of  the  15th  of  Dec.  and  one,  of  the  10th  inft.  from  Jona- 
than Trumbull,  jun.  pay-mafter  in  the  northern-department,  were  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  two  laft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  comiffary-gen.  of  purcha- 
fes ;  one,  of  the  16th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  by  chevalier  de  Gracey  ; 
one,  of  the  5th,  from  gov.  Cook ;  and  one,  of  the  1 3th,  from  gov.  Trum- 
bull, were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  highly  approve  the  conduct  of  the  governor 
and  council  of  fafety  of  Connecticut,  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cham- 
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plon,  and  their  other  meafures  for  providing  public  ftores  and  provifions ; 
and  depend  upon  their  conflant  attention  to  this  important  objedl. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  major  Clark,  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  col.  de  la  Balme,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  Dr.  Rufli,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  Roberdeau  be  added  to 
the  committee  on  the  commiffary's  department. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  fron  major-gen.  Gates, 
prefident  of  the  board  of  war  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dols.  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  for 
contingent  expenfes  ;  the  faid  board  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  evacua- 
tion of  Ticonderoga,  &c.  report,  that  they  are  not  yet  ready. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  January  27,    1778. 

On  a  reprefentation  from  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  caufes  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoq-a,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Smith  be  added  to  that  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISih,  from  col.  la  Radiere,  at  Fifli-Kill,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  Dec.  from  Egbert  Benfon,  Efq;  was  read, 
reprefenting-,  that,  for  fnndryreafons,  he  cannot  attend  the  enquiry  into 
the  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  late  intended  expedition  againft  R.Illand. 

A  letter  from  Monf.  la  Neuville;  one,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Wafli- 
ington ;  and  one,  of  the  26th,  from  major-general  Conway,  in  recom- 
mendation of  Monf.  la  Nouville,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  until  the  committee,  fent  to  Camp,  (liall  re- 
turn, and  make  report. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  gen.  Gates,  prefident  of  the  board  of  war, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen,  diredlor-general,  and  one  from  Dr. 
Brown,  both  directed  to  the  medical-committee,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  fam.e,  toQ;ether  with  the  letters  fome  time  fince 
received  from  Dr.  Shippen  and  Dr.  Rufh,  and  from  gov.  Livingfton,  re- 
lative to  the  hofpital-department,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five, 
and  that  the  committee  be  inftrufted  to  fend  for  Dr.  Shippen  and  Dr. 
Rufli,  and  to  hear  them,  and  to  report  fpecially  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Roberdeau. 

Three  o'clock,   P.   M. 
Resolved,    That  to-morrov/  be    affigned  for  the  appointment  of  a 
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general-oiHcer  to  relieve  major-general  Spencer,  in  his  command,  at 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  brought  in  a  report ;  -whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office:  in  the  flate  of  Connecticut,  in  favour  of 
his  excellency  the  governor  and  council  of  fafety  of  the  faid  ftate,  for 
200,000  dols.  to  be  by  them  appropriated  for  the  purchafe  of  jirovifions 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army ;  the  faid  governor  and  council  to 
be  accountable  : 

That  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine-committee,  to  dif- 
charge  a  bill,  dated  the  20th  of  Dec.  laft,  drawn  by  John  Langdon, 
continental  agent  at  Portfmouth,  in  New-Hampfliire,  on  the  faid  com- 
mittee, in  favour  of  Stephen  Hooper,  Efq;  for  that  fum  ;  the  faid  com- 
mittee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  100,000  dols.  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  commiffary- 
gen.  of  purchaies,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Colt,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  purchafing  provilions  in  the  eaftern-diflricl,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  ;  the  faid  commiffary -general  to  be  accountable  ; 

That  2000  dols.  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
on  their  application,  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  500  dols.  be  paid  to  Mr.  E.  Dyer,  delegate  from  the  ftate  of 
Connefticut,  on  his  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVsDNESDAr,  January  28,    1778. 

A  letter  from  Jacob  Rufli  was  read,  req^uefting  leave  to  refign  his 
office  of  deputy-fecretary. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  and  one,' 
of  the  26th,  from  Mr.  G.  Morris,  at  camp,  v/ere  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  two  laft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  Dec.  from  S.  A.  Otis,  direfted  to  James 
Meafe,  clothier-general,  enclofmg  one  of  the  10th  of  Dec.  from  J. 
Trumbull,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  Henry  Hay,  with  a  return  of  the  cannon 
found  at  Ticonderoga,  8cc.  and  one  from  E.  Allen,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  being 
read,  on  motion, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  Georgia. 

In  purfuance  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiflloners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain  Benjam.in  Vv''illiams,  afting  as  pay-maf- 
ter  to  the  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina  troops  in  this  town,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  board  of  treafury,  for  the  balance  of  pay  due  to  a 
detachment  of  the  1ft,  2d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  9th,  10th,  12th,  14th,  15th, 
and  16th  regiments  of  Virginia  troops  ;  for  an  advance  to  adrill-fer- 
jeant,  and  for  his  fervices  as  pay-mafter  from  the  1ft  to  the  27th  inft. 
80  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  refignatlon  of  J.'  Rufli  be  accepted. 
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The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  from  J.  Zane  and  others  was 
referred,  reported  verbally  : 

Ordered^  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  January  29,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy,  was  read  : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
In  purfuance  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiiiioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  brigadier  Thompfon,  for  fundry  advances  made 
on  his  credit  by  Mr.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Cord,  merchants  in  Quebec,  to 
fundry  officers  and  wounded  foldiers,  who  were  there  pilfoners,  the 
fum  of  2 343l|- dollars,  which  fum  is  to  be  accounted  for  as  follov/s,  viz. 
By  col.  Chriftopher  Green,  for  himfelf  and  officers,  1340-|i  dollars, 
captain,  now  col.  Daniel  Morgan,  421-|i 

captain,  now  col.  John  Lamb,  -  -  229-||- 

lieutenant,  now  major  Francis  Nichols,  64|^ 

captain  Mofes  M'Clane,  -  -  34A9 

army,  for  advances  to  wounded  foldiers,  252^|. 

add  for  fractions,  -  -  -  Ai 

Making  in  the  whole,  2343|| 

To  brigadier  Thompfon,  for  his  pay  from  the  Ifi:  of  May  to  the 
31  ft  of  Dec.  1777,  and  for  his  rations  from  the  Ifi:  of  March  to  the 
31ft  of  July,  1154  dollars: 

Ordered.^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  v/hereupon, 

Ordered^  That  1300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New- 
York,  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Duer,  one  of  the  faid  delegates,  for 
which  fum  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Thomas  Dyer  was  read,  repre- 
fenting  his  early  and  continued  fervices  in  the  army,  and  his  lofs  of 
health,  for  the  recovery  of  which  he  had  obtained  from  the  general,  a 
furlough  for  fix  weeks,  and  praying,  as  his  furlough  is  near  expiring, 
and  ftate  of  health  is  fuch  as  renders  him  utterly  unable  to  bear  the 
fatigues  of  the  fervice,  that  he  may,  for  that  reafon,  have  leave  to 
refign  his  commiffion  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  petition  of  Ifaac  Zane, 
Sec.  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prifoners  now  at  Winchefter,  in  the  ftate  of 
Virginia,  who  have  been  apprehended  by  the  government  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  confequence  of  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  28th 
of  Auguft,  1777,  be  difcharged  from  their  confinement  on  their  taking 
and  fubfcribing  either  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  as  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  laws  of  Pennfylvania,  or  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, at  the  option  of  the  perfons  confined,  viz.  "  I,  A.  B.  do  fwear 
or  affirm,  that  I  acknowledge  myfelf  a  fubjeft  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, as  a  free  and  independent  ftate,  and  that  I  will,  in  all  thingj 
demean  myfelf  as  a  good  and  faithful  fubjed  ought  to  do." 
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Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  g-overnor  of  Virginia,  and 
inform  him  of  this  refolution. 

Congrefs  took  into  conuderation  the  report  of  the  comniittee  ap- 
pointed to  devife  effeclual  means  to  prevent  perfons  difafFefted  to  the 
interefl  of  the  United  States  from  being  employed  in  any  of  the  im- 
portant oflices  thereof,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  re-committed. 

A  motion  being  made  for  preventing-  abufes  by  ofiicers  in  the  civil- 
departments  of  the  army, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing-  committee. 

r/jree  o'clock,   P.   M. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  Meffrs.  Hewes  l^  Smith,  from  Edenton, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  F.  Hopkinfon,  one  of  the  com.miffioners 
of  the  navy-board,  concerning  the  conduiSl  of  captain  Barry,  was  read  ; 
"whereupon. 

It  was  moved,  that  captain  Barry  be  not  employed  on  the  expedi- 
tion affigned  to  his  conducl  by  the  marine-committee,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  Congrefs,  until  further  orders  of  Congrefs  : 

Queftion  put,  the  ftates  were  equally  divided. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  January  30,    1778. 
Mr.  Thomas  M'Kean,  a  delegate  from  the  flate  of  Delaware,  at- 
tended, and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were 
read  as  follows  : 

"  In  Council,  Wednesday,  P.  M.  December  17,  1777. 
*'  Whereas,  Cxfar  Rodney,  Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  Thomas 
M'Kean,  Efqrs;  have  been  choofen  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houfes 
of  affembly  to  reprefent  Delaware  ftate  in  the  continental  Congrefs  : 
Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Hate,  to  concert, 
agree  to  and  execute  any  meafure  which  they  or  he,  together  with  a 
majority  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  fliall  judge  neceffary  for  the  de- 
fence, fecurity,  interell  and  welfare  of  this  ftate  in  particular  and 
America  in  general  ;  with  power  to  adjourn  to  fuch  times  and  places 
as  fiiall  appear  moft  conducive  to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage. 
"  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

"  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  CoimciL 
"  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

"  In  the  House   of  Assembly,  eodem  die. 
"  Read  and  concurred  in, 

Samuel  West,  Speaker. 
"  I  do  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  extraft  from  the  minutes 
of  the  council. 

"  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council." 
The  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 
Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts, 
deputy  direftor-general  of  the  hofpital  in  the  northern-department, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  diftricl:  j  he  to  be  accountable. 
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A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  Edward  Stevens,  was  read,  dcfi ring- 
leave  to  refign  his  commillion  : 

Ordered^  Thiit  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  fent  to  Congrefs  a  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  gen. 
Wafliington  to  gen.  Gates,  prehdent  of  the  board,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Th.it  it  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
board  be  direded  to  enquire  immediately  into  the  number  and  rank  of 
the  commiilioned  and  non-commiffioned  officers  who  have  come  out  of 
Philadelphia  with  clothing  for  the  prifoners  taken  from  the  enemy, 
and  into  the  condudl  of  all  the  perfons  who  compoie  the  efcovt,  whilffc 
they  have  been  on  the  route,  and  that  they  report  fpecially  to  Congrefs 
the  refult  of  their  enquiry. 

l:hree  o'clock,  P.   31. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  brigadier  Hand,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Rufli  was  read,  requefting  leave  tp  refign  : 

Resohedf  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy,  and  one, 
from  Mr.  Kermovan,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

An  account  of  Archibald  Steel  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  immediately 
prepare  and  render  an  account  to  Congrefs  of  all  his  public  expenditures. 

The  committee  to  v/hom  was  referred  the  i-eport  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  propofals  contained  in  a  letter  to  gen.  Walh- 
ington  from  the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read  ;   after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  M'Kean  be  added 
to  the  committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAT,  January  31,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  James  Meafe,  with  one  enclofed  frora 
Samuel  Caldwell,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  letter,  of  ihe  28tn,  from  the  committee  at  camp  was  read,  repre- 
fenting  the  necellity  of  appointing,  without  delay,  a  quarter-mafter- 
general. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  board  of 
war,  refpedVmg  the  quarter-mafter's  department ;  whereupon  it  was 
moved, 

"  That  an  officer  of  rank,  adlivity,  and  well  acquainted  by  experi- 
ence with  the  bufinefs  of  quarter-mafter-general,  be  immediately  ap- 
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pointed  to  that  office,  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  arranT;c  the  depart- 
ment with  the  approbation  and  concurrence  of  the  board  of  war  :" 

An  amendment  was  moved,  "  immediately  to  enter  upon  the  execu- 
tion thereof,  under  the  prefent  regulations,  and  that  the  quarter-mafter 
be  diredled,  in  concurrence  with  the  board  of  war,  to  prepare  a  new 
arrang-ement  for  that  department,  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs  for  con- 
fideration  :"   after  debate, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeft  be  poft- 
poned  till  Monday  : 

Mr.  Frost,  ay  ^qy 

Mr.   Gerry,  ~>     ^ 

Lovelly  noS 

Ellerj,  ay  ^ciy 

JDjer,  ay  ^qy 

Duer,  no  ^  * 


New-  Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New -York, 
New-Jersey, 


Pennsylva7iia, 


Mr. 
Mr; 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.   James  Smith,  no 


Witherspoon,    no, 
Glark,  ay 

Roberdeaii, 
J.  B.  Smith, 
Clingan, 


divided. 


'divided. 


Delaware,  Mr.   M^Kean, 

Maryland,  .  Mr.   Henry, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Lee, 

North-Carolina,  Mr,   Penn, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Georgia,  Mr.    Wood, 

So  it  palTed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  colonel  Stevens  be  accepted. 
Resolved,  That  baron  Holzendorf  have  leave  to   refign    his  com- 
mlffion  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  have  liberty  to  depart   to  France  : 
That  brigadier  de  Roche  Fermoy  have  leave  to  refign  his  commif- 
fion  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  flates,  and  to  return  to  France  : 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  to  confider  and  report 
whether  any,  and  what  compenfation  (hall  be  made  to  the  two  lafl 
gentlemen  for  their  lofTes,  and  what  fums  fhall  be  paid  them  to  defray 
their  expenfes  home.  , 

The  board  of  war  made  a  report  on  Indian  affairs,  which  w/s  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr,  EUery  and  Mr.  Clark. 
The  committee  of  commerce  laid   before    Congrefs  an  account  re- 
ceived from  captain  Willing  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  February  2,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  3 HI  of  January,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Gates,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Forbes  i^  Mr.  James  Smith. 
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Resolved,  That  Monf.  des  Epiniers,  now  a  captain  in  the  fervice  of 
thefe  ftates,  be  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major,  in  coniideration  of  ihe 
fervices  rendered  by  his  uncle,  Monf.  de  Beaumarchais,  and  of  his  hav- 
ing ferved  with  reputation  in  the  American  army. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in   a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  125  dollars  be  paid  to  Jacob  Rufh,  for  his  falary  as 
deputy-fecretary,  from  the  7th  of  November  to  the  28th  of  January, 
dedudiing  one    month  that    he    was  abfent,  at  75  dollars  per  month. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  on  a  pay-roll  of  a  company  of  guards  Rationed 
at  Carlifle  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  ftores,  commanded  by  major 
James  Armftrong  Wilfon,  commencing  the  6th  of  Od.  1777,  and 
ending  the  31ft  of  Jan.  1778,  inclufive,  the  fum  of   1149-|^  dollars: 

To  a  detachment  of  continental  troops  belonging  to  brigadier 
Wayne's  divifion,  ftationed  at  Carliile,  under  the  command  of  major 
Wilfon,  for  guarding  ftores,  &c.  from  the  8th  of  Dec.  1777,  to*  the 
31ft  of  Jan.  1778,  inclufive,  135  dollars,  both  which  fums,  amounting 
to  1284l|-  dollars,  jhould  be  paid  to  major  Wilfon  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   3f. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brouglit  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
'  Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Clark,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  for  60,000 
dollars,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  clothier-general,  to  be  by  him 
tranfmitted  to  Samuel  A.  Otis,  for  the  payment  for  clothing  purcha- 
fed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Efq;  commiffioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  favour 
of  James  Meafe,  clothier-general,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted by  him  to  his  deputy,  S.  A.  Otis,  for  the  payment  for  clothing 
purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  for  which  two  fums  the  clothier- 
general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  warrant  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  board 
of  war,  for  200,000  dollars,  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  the  22d  of 
Jan.  be  returned  and  cancelled,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  that  a  warrant 
iffue  on  Jofeph  Clark,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate 
of  R.  Ifland,  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  Ebenezer  Hancock,  de- 
puty pay-mafter-general  in  the  eaftern-department ;  and  that  100,000 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the 
faid  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  200,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them 
tranfmitted  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  pay-mafter  in  the  northern-de- 
partment, which  fum  the  treafurer  is  direfted  to  have  in  readinefs  on 
Monday  next ;  the  faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  the  prefident  of  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafurv. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  la  Neuville,  and  one  from  Charles  Frederick 
Bedaulx,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  letters  from  Mr.  la 
Neuville,  read  on  Thurfday  laft,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  letter,  of  January  20th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  commif- 
{ioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern-department,  together  with  the 
papers  enclofed,  and  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  war  thereon,  brought 
in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  the  conimiffioners  be  inlfructed  to  fpeak  to  the  In- 
dians at  the  intended  treaty  at  Johnfton,  in  language  becoming  the 
reprefentatives  of  free,  fovereign  and  independent  ftates,  and  in  fuch 
a  tone  as  will  convince  them  that  we  feel  ourfelves  to  be  fo  ;  but  whe- 
ther it  will  be  prudent  to  infill;  upon  the  Indians  taking  an  active  part 
in  behalf  of  thefe  ftates,  muft  depend  upon  the  temper  they  Hiall  ap- 
pear to  be  in  ;  that  this  particular,  therefore,  be  fubmitted  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  commiffioners. 

Resolved.)  That  an  addition  of  oite  iconiniifiioner  be  made,  and  it  is 
expefted  by  Congrefs  that  general  Schuyler  will  attend  the  treaty.     . 

Resolved,  That  gov.  Clinton,  of  New-York,  be  empowered  and  re 
quefted  to  appoint  a  fuitable  perfon  to  be  the  commillioner  of  Indian 
affairs  in  the  northern-department,  and  to  direft  him  to  attend  the  trea- 
ty above-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  fpeak  and  act  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  fliall  think  moft  likely  to  obtain  the  friendfliip  or  at  leaft  the  neu- 
trality of  the  Indians,  and  that  Congrefs  will  fupport  the  commiffion- 
ers in  any  meafures  they  ffiall  conceive  beft  calculated  to  anfwer  thefe 
ends  : 

That  the  commiffioners  be  authorized  to  purchafe  S  or  600  blankets, 
or  to  order  that  number  to  be  fent  to  Johnfton,  from  any  of  the  pub- 
lic ftores  to  the  eaftward,  if  to  be  had  there,  to  be  given  as  prefents  to 
the  Indians  : 

That  the  commiffioners  be  informed,  that  the  hard  money  in  the 
military-cheft  at  Albany,  is  already  appropriated. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  January,  from  general  WaPnington,  was 
read,  and  alfo  a  mem.orlal  from  colonel  Forman,  requefting  a  company 
to  guard  his  falt-v\rorks,  on  condition  of  furniffiing  for  the  ufe  of  tlie 
army,  at  a  reafonable  price,  the  fait  made  at  the  laid  works  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  February   3,    1778. 
A  letter  of  Jofeph  Simons,  at  Lancafter,  to    Mr.  Filing,  at  York- 
town,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  January,  from  colonel  Mafon,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
The  committee  of  commerce  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  fliall,  from  time  to  time, 
as  occafion  may  require,  recommend  to  Congrefs  proper  perfons  in  the 
refpeftive  ftates  to  aft  as  atiornies  in  each  ftate  for  recovering-  all  com- 
mercial debts  due  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  for  claiming 
the  continental  fliare  of  ail  prizes  libelled  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of 
the  ftate   v/here  they   may  refpectively  refide  ;   and  upon  fuch  perfons 
being  approved,  that  the  prefidcnt  execute  letters  of  attorney  to  fuch' 
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perfons  refpeclively,  to  be  tranrmitted  to  them  by  the  committee  of 
commerce. 

The  committee  on  the  treafiiry  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.^  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieut.  col.  du  Pleffis,  on 
the  application  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  700  dollars  be  paid  to  lieutenant-colone'l  du  Pleffis,  for  pay- 
due  to  lieutenant-colonel  Gimat,  as  a  major  from  the  firft  of  Decem- 
ber, 1776,  to  January,  1778,  inclufive,  being  14  months;  the  faid 
lieutenant-colonel  Gimat  to  be  accountable  : 

That  260  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Patton,  for  his  wages  as  mef- 
fenger  to  Congrefs,  and  for  his  extraordinary  fervices  and  expenfes 
from  the  I2th  of  September,  1777,  to  the  21fi  of  January  lafl: 

That  200,000  dols.  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war,  for  the  purpofe 
of  forming  a  magazine  of  30,000  barrels  of  flour  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
agreeably -to  the  orders  of  Congrefs ;  the  faid  board  to  be  accountable. 

Rcsohed,  That  two  commiffioners  of  accounts  be  forthwith  appointed 
for  the  northern-diftrict,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Millegan, 
the  lirft  of  whom  has  refigned,  and  the  latter  is  appointed  a  commif- 
fioner  of  claims : 

That  one  other  be  appointed  to  acl  with  the  commiffioners  of  accounts 
at  Hartfoi-d,  in  the  room  of  William  Denning,  Efq;  who  has  declined 
that  bulinefs. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  of  commerce  having  recomiliended  Abraham  Living- 
fton,  Nathaniel  RufTei  and  Jofiah  Smith,  jun.  as  fuitable  perfons  to  be 
appointed  attorniss  for  recovering  all  commercial  debts  due  to  tlie 
United  States  of  America,  and  for  claiming  the  continental  Ihare  of  all 
prizes  libelled  in  the  admiralty-court  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  the 
faid  Nathaniel  Ruffel  and  Jofiah  Smith,  or  either  of  them,  to  aft  in  cafe 
of  the  abfence  or  death  of  the  faid  Abraham  Livingfton  : 

Resolved^  That  the  perfons  above-mentioned  be  approved,  and  that 
the  prefident  be  direfted  to  execute  a  letter  of  attorney  to  them  accor-' 
dingly. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commiffiioners  of  accounts,  and,  , 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jofeph  Henderfon  and  Elcazer  Wales,  Efqrs;  were  defied  commif- 
fioners for  the  northern-diflricl,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Carter  and  Mr,, 
Millegan  ;  and  Mofes  Emmerfon,  Efq;  was  elefled  commiffiioner  of  ac- 
counts at  Hartford,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  William  Denning.  ,  '. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appoin-^ 
ted  to  devife  effeflual  means  to  prevent  perfons  difaffefted  to  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  United  States  from  being  employed  in  any  of  the  important 
offices  thereof;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  every  officer  who  holds  or  ffiall  hereafter  hold  a  cohit, 
niiffion  or  office  from  Congrefs,  fliall  take  and  fiibfcribe  the  following ' 
oath  or  affirmation  : 

"  I,  do  ackno'.vledge  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  free, 

independent  and  fovereign  ftates,  and  declare  that  the  people  thereof 
owe  no  allegiance  or  obedience  to  George  the  third,  king  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  and  I  renounce,  refufe  and  abjiire  any  allegiance  or  obedience  to 
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him  :  and  I  do  fwear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will,  to  the  utmofl  of  my  power, 
fupport,  maintain  and  defend  the  faid  United  States,  againft  the  faid 
king  George  the  third,  and  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  and  his  and  their 
abettors,  affiflants  and  adlierents,  and  will  ferve  the  faid  United  States 
in  the  office  of  which  I  now  hold,  with  fidelity,  according  to  the 

beft  of  my  fkill  and  underftanding.    So  help  me  God." 
On  the  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Neiv-Hampshire,        Mr.  Frosty  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay^  Mr.  Gerry^  cy^ 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Rhode-Islandy  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Dyer, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon,  ..^ 

Mr.   Clark,  ay  5  "-^ 

Pe72nsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau,  ay'\ 

Mr.   Clingan,  av  >av 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  ayj 


Mr.   3I'-Kean_ 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.   F.  L.  L 
Mr.    Penn, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Langivorthy,    ay 
Mr.   Wood 


«v3 


ay 

ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  army  (hall  take  and  fubfcribe  the 
foregoing  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  commander  In  chief,  or  any 
major-general  or  brigadier-general : 

That  all  officers  of  the  navy  fliall  take  and  fubfcribe  the  fame  before 
one  of  the  comimiffioners  of  the  navy-boards,  or  before  a  judge  or  juf- 
tice  of  the  peace  of  the  ftate  wherein  they  refpetSlively  refide,  or  fliall 
receive  their  commiffions  or  warrants  : 

That  all  perfons,  holding  any  civil  office  of  truft,  or  profit,  under 
the  Congrefs  of  thefe  United  States,  fliall  take  and  fubfcribe  the  faid 
oath,  or  affirmation,  before  a  judge,  or  jufliice  of  the  peace  of  the 
ftate  wherein  they  refpectively  refide: 

That  every  officer,  having  the  difpofal  of  public  money,  or  who  is, 
or  fhall  be  entrufted  with  the  charge  or  diftribution  of  public  ftores^ 
fliall,  at  the  time  of  taking  and  fubfcribing  the  foregoing  oath,  or  af- 
firmation, alfo  take  an  oath,  or  affirmation  of  office  in  the  following 
words,  viz. 

"  I,  do  fwear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully,  truly  and 

impartially  execute  the  office  of  to  which  1  am  appointed,  and 

render  a  true  account,  when  thereunto  required,  of  all  public  monies 
by  me  received  or  expended,  and  of  all  ftores  or  other  effects  to  me 
cntrufted,  which  belong  to  the  United  States  ;  and  will,  in  all  refpefts, 
difcharge  the  truft  repofed  in  me  withjuflice  and  integrity,  to  the  beft 
of  my  iklll  and  underPcanding  ;" 
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That  every  officer  taking  the  foregoing  oaths,  or  affirmations,  or  ei- 
ther of  them,  ihall  obtain,  from  the  perfon  adminiftering  the  fame, 
duplicate  certificates,  fpecifying  the  time  of  his  taking  it,  or  them,  and 
alio  his  name  and  rank,  or  employment  ; 

That  every  military-officer  Ihall  deliver  or  tranfmit  one  of  the  cer- 
tificates fo  obtained  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  of 
a  department,  or  to  fiich  perfon  as  by  general-orders  fliall  be  appointed 
to  receive  the  fame  ;  and  the  faid  commanding-officers  ffiall  caufe  the 
certificates  fo  received  to  be  fent  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  and 
ftiall  keep  an  exad  lift  of  the  names  of  all  officers  whofe  certificates 
ffiall  be  received  and  forv/arded,  together  with  their  feveral  ranks  and 
the  times  of  their  being  qualified  : 

That  every  officer  in  the  navy  fliall  deliver  or  fend  one  of  the  certifi- 
cates, by  him  obtained,  to  the  navy-board  moft  convenient,  who  are 
required  to  tranfmit  the  fame,  and  alio  a  certificate  of  their  own  qua- 
lifications to  the  marine-committee,  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be  : 
That  every  other  perfon  employed  in  any  civil-department  or  office, 
as  above-mentioned,  ihall  fend  or  deliver  one  of  the  certificates,  by 
him  obtained,  to  the  fecretary  of  the  ftate  to  which  he  belongs,  or  to 
fuch  other  perfon  or  perfons  as  the  governor  or  prefideiit  of  fuch  ftate 
fhall  direft  ;  and  the  governors  or  prefidents  of  the  feveral  ftates  are 
hereby  requefted  to  attend  to  this  matter,  and  to  caufe  the  certificates, 
when  received,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  : 

That  each  deponent  or  affirmant  fliall  retain  and  keep  the  other  cer- 
tificate by  him  obtained,  as  a  voucher  of  his  having  complied  with  what 
is  hereby  enjoined  him. 

Resohedy  That  every  officer,  civil  or  military,  now  in  office,  fhall 
take  and  fubfcribe  the  qualification  above-direiEled,  within  twenty  day* 
after  notice  hereof ;  and  every  perfon  hereafter  appointed  to  any  office, 
by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  -Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  fiiall  take  and  fubfcribe  the  fame  previous  to  his  afting  in 
fuch  office  ;  and  every  officer,  who  fliall  continue,  or  prefume  to  exer- 
cife  any  commiffion,  civil  or  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
grefs of  the  United  States  of  America,  without  taking  the  qualifica- 
tion in  time  and  manner  above-direfted,  fliall  be  cafliiered,  and  forfeit 
two  months'  pay  to  the  ufe  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  be 
rendered  incapable  of  ferving  in  the  army  of  the  faid  ftates,  and  of  ex- 
ecuting thereafter  any  office  under  Congrefs. 

And,  whereas,  many  perfons  employed  as  deputy,  or  affiftant  commif- 
farles  or  quarter-mafters,  or  in  other  civil-departments,  aredifperfed  in 
various  parts  of  the  continent,  over  whom  neither  Congrefs  nor  the 
head  of  their  refpeAive  departments  can  have  the  immediate  infpeftion  : 
Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflative  and  executive 
authority  of  every  ftate,  to  take  efTeflual  meafiires  for  preventing  any 
perfon,  within  their  ftates,  from  exercifing  any  office  in  the  civil-de- 
partment of  the  army,  or  in  any  other  civil-department,  under  Congrefs, 
who  fliall  not,  when  thereunto  required  by  any  magiftrate,  produce  a 
legal  appointment  to  fuch  office,  and  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken 
the  foregoing  oaths  or  affirmations,  or  who  fliall  negledl  or  refufe  to 
take  and  fubfcribe  the  faid  oaths  or  affirmations  within  the  time  above- 
limited. 
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Resolved,  That  the  refolutions  paffed  the  21ft  day  of  Od.  1776, 
prefcribing  the  form  of  an  oath  or  affirmation,  and  diredting-  the  fame 
to  be  fiibfcribed  by  officers  holdhig  commillions  or  offices  from  Con-^ 
grefs,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
■■iw3r><S3>« 


Wednesdat,  Febj-Liary  4,    1778. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  the  fame 
-was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  firft  paragraph  relative  to  empowering  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance  to  contract  for  the  cafting  of  brafs  cannon,  &c. 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  ; 

The  members chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lovell  ci^Mr.  Ellery : 

It  was  then  moved,  "  That  Meffrs.  Goy,  Pierre,  Boichard,  Parrifoii 

and  Niverd,  together  with  ten  artillery  ferjeants  and  ten  ferjeants  of 

artificers,  being  of  the  corps  that  came  over  with  Monf.  dm  Coudray, 

be  retained  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  :" 

Queftion  put, 

Ne%v-Hampshire,         Mr.  Frost,  ■ 
Massacbusetts-Bay,    Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.   Clark, 
Mr.   Roberdeaii, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 
Mr.   Clingan, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Ne^v-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  James  Smith,   ayj 

Delaware,  Mr.  3I^Kean,  ay  \ 

Maryland,  Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L,  Lee, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Penn, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Georgia,  Mr.   Langtvorthy, 

Mr.   Wood, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Goy,  Monf.  Pierre,  Monf.  Boichard,  Monf. 

Parrifon,  and  Monf.  Niverd,  be  appointed  captains  of  artillery,  and 

receive  the  common  appointments  of  that  command  Avhile  in  America: 

That  the  ferjeants  be  appointed  fecond-lieutenants  of  artillery  with 

the  common  appointment  of  that  command  while  in  America. 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Ifaac  Corren  receive  monthly,  25  dollars  ad- 
ditional pay,  be  fides  his  prefent  appointments,  in  confideration  of  his 
teaching  the  laboratory  art  to  fuch  officers  of  artillery  as  fliall  be  fent 
to  him  foi-  thatpurpofe. 

Ordered,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt.  Ifaac  Corren,  to 
pay  his  company  of  laboratory  artillery-men,  and  to  recruit  the  faid 
company  to  100  men,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  gen.  Wafliington; 
he  to  account  for  the  expenditure  to  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  who  is  to 
be  charged  with  the  fame. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Penn  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of 
Georgia. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  January,  from  Mr.  M.  Clarkfon,  was  read, 
fignifying  his  acceptance,  of  the  office  of  auditor,  to  which  Congrefs 
have  been  pleafed  to  appoint  him. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th  of  Jan.  from  gen.  Sullivan  ;  a  letter,  of  the 
12th  of  Jan.  from  A.  Gary,  fpcaker  of  the  fenate,  and  George  Wythe, 
fpeaker  .of  the  houfe  of  delegates,  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  the  29th, 
from  the  committee  of  Congrefs,  at  the  camp,  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  \vhereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commillioner  of  the  continental 
loan-office  for  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  tranfraitted  to  Meffrs. 
Hewes^  Smith,  for  public  fervite ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Efq;  com- 
miffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  MafiVichufetts- 
Bay,  for  3000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be 
by  them  tranfmitted  to  James  Warren,  Efq;  for  public  fervice  ;  the 
faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  William 
Buchanan,  Efq;  commiffary-general,  for  312,000  dollars,  of  which 
200,000  dollars  are  to  be  tranfmitted  to  William  Aylett,  Efq;  deputy 
commiffary-general  of  purchafes  for  the  fouthern-diftrift,  and  the  re- 
fidue,  viz.  1 12,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  middle-department  ;  for 
■which  the  faid  commiffary-general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  fet  of  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  by  the  prefident 
on  the  commiffioners  in  France,  for  600  livres  tournois,  in  favour  of 
lieut.  Fouquet,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Monf.  dn  Coudray's  corps, 
it  being  for  his  gratification  allowed  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  not  included  in 
the  fettlement  with  Mr.  le  Brun,  on  the  13th  of  Nov.  laft  ;  and  that 
the  two  lets  of  bills,  drawn  on  the  commiffioners  -aforefaid,  bearing 
date  the  14th  of  Nov.  laft,  one  in  favour  of  capt.  Fouquet,  for  573 
livres,  and  the  other,  in  favour  of  lieut.  Fouquet,  for  287  livres  tour- 
nois, be  delivered  to  them,  and  be  in  full  of  their  pay  to  the  faid  14th 
of  Nov.  laft. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

ThuRSDAT,  February  5,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  applications  be  direfted 
to  examine  into  the  circumftances  of  the  French  officers  who  have 
been  detained  in  this  town,  under  a  promife  of  having  their  expenfes 
borne  until  employed,  or  until  they  can  have  a  pofitive  anfwer  that  they 
cannot  be  taken  into  the  fervice,  and  that  the  committee  report  what 
funis  fliould  be  paid  them. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treafury  take  into  confideration  the  fer- 
vices  of  Charles  Thomion,  Efq;  in  executing  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
Congrefs  fince  the  10th  day  of  May,  1776,  the  time  he  was  laft  paid 
up  to,  and  report  an  adequate  allowance. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  to  the  dele- 
gates of  that  ftate,   in  Congrefs,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 
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The  committee,  to  whom  ^vas  referred  the  propofal  of  the  board  of 
■war,  refpecting  founderies,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  direfted  to  lay 
before  Congrefs  an  eftimate  of  the  expenfe  of  erecting  and  carrying  on 
a  foundery  for  brafs  ordnance,  the  number  of  perfons  neceffarj^  to  con- 
duct the  bufinefs,  and  the  proper  falaries  for  each. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Anthony  Butler,  agent  to  quarter-mafter-general  Miniin,  for  12,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  three  brigades  of  waggons  about  to  be  dif- 
patched  to  North-Carolina  for  clothing  ;  for  which  the  faid  quarter- 
mafler-general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Donald  Campbell,  533|.5. 
dollars,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  and  that  a  warrant  iffue  on 
the  treafurer  for  the  faid  fum. 

Resohed,  That  the  pay  of  commiffioners  of  accounts  in  the  feveral 
departments  be  augmented  to  five  dollars  a-day. 

Resohed,  Thut  the  captain  or  commanding-ofHcer  of  each  company 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall,  at  the  end  of  every  month, 
furnilh  the  regimental  pay-mafter  with  a  pay-roil,  containing  the  names 
of  the  commillioned  and  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  of  the 
/company,  their  rank,  the  time  from,  and  to  which  they  are  to  be  paid, 
their  monthly  pay,  the  fums  due  to  each,  and  a  column  for  cafualities, 
in  which  is  to  be  inferted  the  dates  of  deaths,  defertions,  difcharges 
and  captivities  :  and  the  feveral  regimental  pay-mafters  Ihall  refpec- 
tively  keep  true  copies  of  fuch  pay-rolls,  and  caufe  the  amount  thereof 
to  be  added  to  the  pj-oper  abftracts  of  field  and  ftafF-officers,  that  the 
whole  may  be  examined,  as  heretofore  ordered  by  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurer  be  directed  to  fend  to  William  Palfrey, 
Efq;  the  money  ordered  on  the  14th  of  Jan.  laft,  under  fuch  efcort  a« 
the  board  of  war  fliall  furnilli,  the  commanding-officer  of  the  efcort 
to  give  his  receipt  for  the  fame  to  the  treafurer,  which  receipt  flTall  be 
cancelled,  by  lodging  with  the  treafurer,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  receipt  of 
the  pay-mafter-general. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  27th  day  of  Aug.  1777,  to  collecl 
evidence  of  the  ftate  of  the  army  in  the  northern-department,  and  alfo 
of  the  (late  of  the  troops,  niilitary-ftores  and  provifions  at  the  ports  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Independence,  before,  and  at  the  time  when 
the  evacuation  was  determined  on,  report, 

"  That  they  have  made  the  fuUefi  enquiry  in  their  power  into  the 
feveral  articles  enumerated  in  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  date  above- 
mentioned,  and  have  collected  a  variety  of  evidence,  whifh  they  are 
ready  to  tranfmit  to  general  Walbington  ;"  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  direvfledio  tranfmit  the  evidence 
by  them  ccUecled  to  gen.  Waffiington,  and  that  he  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  appoint  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  the  general-officers 
%vho  were  in  the  northern-department  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount- 
Independence  were  evacuated,agreeably  to  the  rules  and  articlesof  war : 

That  two  counfellors,  learned  in  the  law,  be  appointed  to  affift  and 
co-operate  with  the  judge-advocate  In  condufting  the  trial. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  counfellors,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen following  were  elected,  viz. 
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Jonathan  D.  Sergeant,  Efq;  attorney-general  for  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania  ;  William  Patterfon,  Efq;  attorney-general  for  the  ftate  of 
Nevv-Jerfey. 

Resolved^  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  direfted  to  tranfmit  to 
Congrefs,  the  proceedings  of  all  general  courts-martial  held  on  the  trial 
of  general  oiiicers. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  3d,  from  the  coun- 
cil of  Pennfylvania  to  their  delegates  in  Congrefs  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  confi- 
deration the  faid  letter  ;  that  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  faid  committee  the  whole  of  their  proceedings  in  confequence 
of  the  refolutlon  of  Congrefs  of  the  15th  of  Jan.  laft,  for  the  laying  up 
magazines  of  flour  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  and  that  the  faid  commit- 
tee report,  as  foon  as  may  be,  what  meafures  fliould  be  taken  for  that 
purpofe  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Plenry  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

A  letter,  of  the  3J,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of 
the  28th  of  January  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  following  plan  be  adopted  for  carrying  into  im- 
mediate execution  the  important  bufmefs  of  the  quarter-maftsr-general  : 

1ft.  The  military-line,  to  be  ftiled  the  quarter-mafter-general's,  which 
is  to  include  the  regulating  of  marches,  encampments,  order  of  battle, 
See.  &c.  as  defcribed  in  the  books  of  the  profeffion  : 

This  officer  not  to  have  the  difpofal  of  public  money,  except  fmall 
occaftonal  fums  for  defraying  petty  expenfes  in  the  army. 

2d.  The  commilTary  of  forage,  who  is  to  be  confined  to  that  article 
in  his  purchafes. 

od.  The  commiffary  for  horfes  and  waggons. 

4th.  The  agent  for  the  purchafeoftents,  entrenching-tools,  building 
of  barracks,  and  for  all  the  fmaller  fiipplies  of  the  department. 

The  three  laft  to  be  governed  in  their  purchafes  by  the  eftimates 
and  orders  of  the  quarter-mafter-general  or  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered.)  That  the  board  of  war  prepare  fuitable  regulations  for  the 
quarter-mafter-general's  department,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  j^lan. 

The  board  of  war  having  returned  the  memorial  of  lieutenant- colo- 
nel Dyer,  with  their  opinion  thereon,  Congrefs  took  the  fame  into  conli- 
deration  ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  A^V^afliington  be  directed  to  extend  lieutenant- 
colonel  Dyer's  furlough  to  the  firft  of  April ;  and  if,  at  that  time,  he  fliall 
not  have  recovered  his  health,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  field,  that  his 
refignation  be  then  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  January  the  13th,  from  major-general  Heath,  at  Bofton, 
>vith  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Fridat,  February   6,    1778. 
Resohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  as  a  committee 
®f  intelligence,  with  power  to  extraft  and  publifti  fuch  parts  of  letters 
and  intelligence  referred  to  them  as  they  fnall  judge  proper : 
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The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Henry. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffae  on  the  trealurer  in  favour  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Delaware  iiate,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
hon.  George  Read,  £fq;  vice-prefident  of  the  faid  ftatc,  for  the  purpofe 
of  recruiting  the  Delaware  battalion  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Order ed.^  That  a  warrant  iifuc  on  the  treafurer  for  100,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  William  Palfrey,  Eiq;  pay-mafter-general,  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted to  him  by  the  treafurer  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  that  the  trea- 
furer take  a  receipt  for  the  money  from  the  officer  who  is  to  convey 
the  fame,  and.  that  the  officer  bring  back  a  receipt  from  the  pay-mafter- 
general,  to  be  lodged  with  the  treafurer  ;  the  pay-mafter-general  to  be 
accountable. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Dr.  Shippen,  Dr.  Rufti,  and  others ; 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

For  the  better  regulating  the  hcfpitals  of  the  United  States, 

Res.:hed^  That  there  be  a  deputy  direftor-general  for  the  hofpitals 
between  Hudfon's  and  Potowmack  rivers  ;  and  that  t!ie  fuperintendiiig 
care  of  the  direftor-general  be  extended  equally  over  the  hofpitals  in 
every  diftricl,  and  that  he  be  excufed  from  the  duty  of  providing  fup- 
plies,  when  the  deputy  diredlor-general  ftiall  be  ready  to  enter  upon 
the  office  : 

1  hat  the  feveral  officers  of  the  hofpitals  fliall  ceafe  to  exercife  fuch 
of  their  former  powers  as  are  herein  afligned  to  other  officers  thereof: 

That  in  the  abfence  of  the  direftor-general  from  any  diftricl,  the 
phvfician-general  and  furgeon-general  Ihall  hereafter  determine  the 
number  of  hofpitals  to  be  provided  by  the  deputy  diretlor-general  for 
the  fick  and  wounded,  and  lliall  fupt;rintend  and  controul  the  affairs 
of  fuch  hofpitals  : 

That  the  director-general  fliall  confult  with  the  phyfician-general 
and  furgeon-general  in  each  diftrict,  about  the  fupplies  neceffary  for 
the  hofpitals,  and  flia.ll  give  orders  in  writing  to  the  deputy  diredtor- 
general  thereof  to  provide  the  fame  ;  and,  in  the  abfence  of  the  direc- 
tor-general, the  phylician-general  and  furgeon-general  fliall  iiTue  fuch 
orders  ; 

That  each  deputy  director-general  fliall  appoint  one  or  more  of  the 
affiftant-deputy-direftors  under  him  to  the  fole  bufinefs  of  providing 
beds,  furniture,  utenfils,  hofpital-clothing,  and  fuch  like  articles  ;  and 
fhall  appoint  one  or  more  to  provide  medicines,  inftruments,  drefliingsj 
herbs,  and  neceffaries  of  afimilar  kind  : 

That  the  dire£lor-general  fliall  frequently  vifit  the  hofpitals  in  each 
diftrict,  and  fee  that  the  regulations  are  carried  into  effect  ;  fliall  exa- 
mine into  the  number  and  qualifications  of  the  hofpital-officers,  report 
to  Congrefs  any  abufesthat  may  have  taken  place,  and  difcharge  the 
fupernumerary  officers,  if  there  be  any,  that  all  unnecelTary  expenfe 
may  be  faved  to  the  public  :  and  when  the  direclor-general  is  in  any 
particular  diftrift,  the  phyfician-general  and  furgeon-general  in  that 
diftrift  fliall  not  appoint  any  officers  without  his  confent  : 

That,  on  the  fettlement  of  hofpital-accounts,  the  officers  entrufted 
■^vith  public  money  fliall  produce  vouchers  to  prove  the  expenditure. 
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and  receipts  from  the  proper  officers  of  the  hofpltals,  fpecifying  the 
delivery  of  the  ftores  and  other  articles  purchafed  ;  and  the  apotheca- 
ries, mates,  ftewards,  matrons  and  other  officers,  receiving  fuch  ftores  and 
other  articles,  fliall  be  accountable  for  the  fame,  and  fhall  produce 
vouchers  for  the  delivery  thereof  from  fuch  officers,  and  according  tQ 
fuch  forms  as  the  phyficians-general  and  furgeons-generalhave  direfted, 
or  Ihall,  from  time  to  time,  dire 61 ;  which  forms  and  directions  the 
phyficians  and  fiirgeons-general  (hall  report  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  the  direAor-general,  or,  in  his  abfence  from  the  diftrict,  the 
phyfician-general  and  furgeon-general,  Ihall  appoint  a  ward-mafter  for 
each  hofpital,  to  receive  the  arms,  accoutrements  and  clothing  of  each 
fol.lier  admitted  therein,  keeping  entries  of,  and  giving  receipts  for 
fuch  articles,  which,  on  the  recovery  of  the  foldier,  ihall  be  returned 
to  him,  or,  in  cafe  of  his  death,  the  arms  and  accoutrements  fliall  be  de- 
livered to  the  commifTary  or  deputy-commiffary  of  niilitary-ftores,  and 
receipts  be  taken  for  the  fame  ;  and  the  ward-mafter  fliall  receive  and 
be  accountable  for  the  hofpital  clothing  ;  and  perform  fuch  other  fer- 
vices  as  the  phyfician-general  or  furgeon-general  ftial!  direft  : 

That  the  phyfician-general  and  furgeon-general  fliall  hereafter  make 
110  returns  to  the  deputy  direftors-general,  but  the  returns  fliall  be 
made  by  the  faid  officers  refpeftively  to  the  direftor-general,  who  ihall 
carefjliy  tranfmit  copies  of  each  with  his  monthly  return  to  Congrefs, 
and  fufpend  fuch  of  the  officers  aforefaid  as  negledl  this  or  any  other 
part  of  their  duty,  and  fnall  report  their  names  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  direclor  and  deputy  direftors-gencral  fort. h->vith  '  prepare 
their  acrcunts,  and  adjuft  them  with  the  commiffioners  of  claims  : 

Th'.-  vour  dollars  a-day,  and  the  former  allowance  of  rations,  be 
he;\';tttr;-  allowed  to  eat-h  affiftant  deputy-direclor  and  the  commiiTa'y 
of  the  hofpitals  in  each  diftric\  ;  and  one  dollar  a-day,  and  two  rations, 
to  eitch  ward-mafter  : 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Potts  be  called  from  the  northcrn-diflrift,  and 
appointed  to  aft  as  deputy  direftor-general  in  the  middle-diftrift. 

Rtisohcd,  That  the  eldeft  affiftant  deputy- direflor  in  the  northc  rn- 
diftvi.'"L  Hiall  execute  the  offxe  of  deputy  director-general  in  the  faid 
diftricTt,  until  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs: 

That  the  falarles  of  the  hofpital -officers,  and  debts  contracted  for  the 
hofpitals  of  the  middle-diftridl  to  the  time  of  Dr.  Pots's  entering  upon 
the  office  of  deputy  diredor-general  therein,  lliall  be  adjufted  and  paid 
by  the  direftor-general,  who  fhall  deliver  all  the  public  ftores  in  his 
pofieffion  to  the  deputy  director-general  or  his  order,  taking  duplicate 
receipts  for  the  fame,  and  tranfmitting  one  of  each  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury ;  and  the  fame  rule  fliall  be  obfervcd  by  Dr.  Potts  with  refpeft  to 
the  falaries  and  debts  of  the  hofpital  of  the  northern-diftrift,  and  the 
public  ftores  thereof,  which  are  to  be  delivered  to  his  fucceiTor  in  office 
in  thavdiftrift. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  phyfician-general  in  the  mid- 
dle-diftrict,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Ruffi,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Dr. 
William  Brown  was  elefted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  propofals  contained  in  a  letter  to  gen.  Wafli- 
ington  from  the  committee  fent  to  camp,  brought  in  a  report ;  where- 
upon Congrefs  came  to  the  following  reiblutions  : 
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Whereas,  it  hns  been  found  by  experience,  that  the  mode,  adopted  by 
a  refohition  of  Congrefs  of  the  29th  of  YVprll,  17  77,  for  calling  to  ac- 
count fuch  officers  as  have  been  entrufted  with  public  money,  for  re- 
cruiting continental  buttalions,  has  not  had  the  defired  efFe£l ;  and 
it  is  elTential  to  the  liberties  of  the  United  States  that  due  attention 
fliould  be  paid  to  the  expenditure  of  their  public  monies,  to  enable  them 
to  I'll  opart  the  war,  and  avoid  that  fyftem  of  corruption  and  tyranny 
•which  prevails  in  the  government  of  their  unnatural  enemies  : 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  aforefaid,  excepting  that  part  thereof 
that  empowers  the  commiffioners  of  claims  and  accounts  to  adniiniller 
oaths  and  affirmations,  be  repealed. 

That  a  fuitable  number  of  auditors  of  accounts  be  appointed  by  Con- 
grefs for  the  armies  of  the  United  States  : 

Thac  It  Ihall  be  the  duty  of  each  auditor  to  refids  in  the  army  to 
"which  he  is  appointed,  and  not  to  be  abfent  without  the  leave  of  the 
commanding--officer  ;  to  call  to  account  all  regimental-officers  for  pub- 
lic money,  which  they  ffiall  have  received  and  have  not  accounted  for  ; 
to  receive,  from  time  to  time,  the  pay-rolls  and  abftracJts  of  the  army 
from  the  pay-mafter  or  deputy  pay-m after-general,  who  ffiall  previou-lly 
examine  and  certify  thereon  the  fums  that  are  due  ;  to  fettle  all  other 
accounts  of  the  army,  excepting  thofe  in  the  departments  of  the  quar- 
ter-mafler,  pay-mafter,  director,  chothier,  or  barrack-mafter-general, 
and  of  the  commiffaries-general  of  provifions,  prifoners  and  mihtary- 
ftores  ;  to  certify  the  fums  that  may i  appear  to  be  due  on  any  accounts, 
and  to  prefent  fuch  accounts  and  abftrads  to  the  commanding-officer, 
■who  fliall  thereupon,  unlefs  he  has  good  reafon  to  the  contrary,  ilTue 
proper  warrants  on  the  pay-mafter  or  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  dif- 
charge  thereof: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiilatures  of  the  refpeftlve  ftates, 
forthwith  to  tranfmit  to  the  board  of  treafury,  duplicate  accounts  of 
all  monies  heretofore  advanced  by  them  for  the  United  States,  to  re- 
gimental pay-mafters,  or  other  officers  of  the  army  :  that  the  board  of 
treafury  be  directed  to  order  a  record  to  be  kept  of  fuch  accounts, 
charging  the  proper  officers  therewith  ;  and  that  each  ftate  fuftain  the 
lofs  which  may  arife  from  the  detention  of  its  accounts  aforefaid,  after 
the  firft  day  of  July  next  : 

That  the  auditor-general,  commiffioners  of  accounts,  pay-mafter  and 
deputy  pay-mafters-general,  and  fuch  other  continental  officers  as  may 
have  monies  charged  in  their  offices  to  perfons  who  are  to  account 
with  the  refpeclive  auditors,  be  dire6l:ed  to  fend,  on  or  before  the  firft 
day  of  May  next,  and  afterwards  quarterly,  to  the  refpeftive  auditors 
of  the  army,  duplicate  accounts  of  fuch  charges,  and  to  furniPa  them 
■with  the  neceffary  papers  and  information,  when  required,  for  execu- 
ting their  office  :  and  the  faid  auditors  are  feverally  directed  to  obferve 
the  fame  rule  with  refpect  to  each  other,  and  alfo  once  a  quarter  to 
tranfmit,  to  each  of  the  officers  aforefaid,  duplicate  lifts  of  the  regi- 
ments, whofe  accounts  they  are  to  audit,  and  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
a  lift  of  accounts  received  from  the  feveral  officers  aforefaid,  together 
with  the  names  of  fuch  of  the  faid  officers  as  ftiall  have  neglecled  to 
comply  with  this  refolve,  in  order  that  the  board  may  have  the  proper 
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informations,  to  the  end  that  fuch  fpeedy  and  effe£lual  n-ieafurcs  iv.?j 
be  taken  therein  as  may  be  juft  and  necelTary  : 

That  the  auditors  iTiaU  keep  fair  and  regular  books  conftantly  port- 
ed, and  Ihall  charge  therein  all  accounts  referred  to  them  for  fettle- 
ment  by  the  preceding  article,  and  all. warrants  drawn  in  favour  of 
perfons  who  are  accountable  to  them  fw  the  fame  :  they  fliall  alfo  keep 
a  fair  record  of  all  accounts  difallowed  by  them,  and  of  fuch  as  are  al- 
lowed, but  not  ftated  in  the  faid  books,  in  order  to  which,  and  that  the 
pay-rolls,  abftradls  and  accounts  fettled  by  the  auditors  may  be  filed 
in  their  refpeClive  offices,  no  warrant  v/hatever  fliall  be  paid  by  the 
pay-mafler  or  deputy  pay-m after-general,  until  the  refpeftive  auditor 
fhall  have  certified  thereon  that  it  has  paffed  his  infpeclion,  and  that 
the  accounts  and  vouchers  thereto  belonging  are  lodged  in  his  office  : 
That  each  recruiting-officer  fhall  produce  certificates  from  the  muf- 
ter-mafter  or  deputy  mufter-mafter-general,  fpecifying  the  number  of 
non-comraiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  and  if  officers  of  the  light-horfe, 
the  number  of  horfes,  arms  and  equipage  belonging  to  their  refpec- 
tive  regiments,  companies  or  troops,  together  with  fuch  vouchers  as 
fliall  be  neceffary  to  prove  the  funis  expended  for  thefe  articles,  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  troops  before  their  joining  the  army,  the  lois  of 
money  by  death,  defertions  of  non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers 
before  mufter,  or  other  neceffaiy  expenfes,  agreeably  to  the  refolves 
of  Congrefs  in  fuch  cafe  provided  : 

That  if  any  officer  fliall  not,  within  one  month  after  application  for* 
that  purpofe,  render  his  account  to  the  proper  auditor,  or  ffiall  be  guil- 
ty of  withholding  or  embezzling  the  public  money,  fuch  auditor  fnall 
make  report  thereof  to  the  commanding-officer  of  the  army,  who  fliall 
order  a  court-martial  on  fuch  officer,  in  order  that  he  may  be  dealt  with 
according  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  in  that  cafe  provided  : 

That  each  regimental  pay-mafter  or  other  officer  of  the  army  fliall, 
upon  fettlement  of  his  account,  refund  all  funis  of  money,  which  he 
has  drawn  for,  but  not  paid  to  prifoners,  deierters,  and  men  who  have 
died  in  the  fervice  ;  and  the  auditor  fliall  keep  an  alphabetical  record 
of  the  names  of  fuch  prifoners,  deferters  and  dead  men,  together  with 
the  fums  received  on  account  of  each  ;  and  upon  application  of  any 
prifoner  or  his  agent,  or  the  widow,  adminiflrator  or  executor  of  any 
fuch  dead  man,  or  of  any  officer  in  the  fame  regiment,  in  whofe  debt 
fuch  deceafed  perfon  may  have  died,  and  whofe  account  is  properly  at- 
tefled,  the  faid  auditor  is  empowered  to  report  to  the  commanding-of- 
ficer an  allowance  not  exceeding  the  fums  received  on  account  of  fuch 
prifoner  or  dead  man  ;  and  the  commilTary  and  deputy  commifTary-ge- 
neral  of  prifoners  are  directed  to  make  out  a  lift  of  the  faid  officers  and 
foldiers  who  are  prifoners  v/ith  the  enemy,  when  required  by  the  re- 
fpedlive  auditors  : 

That  whenever  it  fliall  appear  to  any  of  the  faid  auditors,  upon  the 
fettlement  of  an  account  in  their  office,  that  a  balance  is  due  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  prifoners,  deferters,  or  on  account  of  men  who 
have  died  in  the  fervice,  the  fum  being  afcertained  fliall  be  paid  by  the 
perfon  who  ovv'es  it  to  the  pay-mafter  or  deputy  pay-mafter-general, 
who  fliall  give  a  receipt  for  the  fame  on  the  faid  account,  and  two  other 
receipts  of  the  fame  tenor  and  date,  to  be  lodged  with  the  auditor  ; 
and  upon  the  delivery  thereof,  fuch  auditor  fliall  difcharge  the  faid  ac- 
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count  and  recording  the  receipts,  Oiall  tranfmit  one  of  them  to  the  board 
of  treaiury,  that  the  money  may  be  charged  to  the  officer  receiving  it  : 

That  the  auditors  be  empowered  to  adminifter  oaths  or  affirmations 
to  perfons  examined  by  them  in  the  execution  of  their  office  : 

That  all  officers  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  give  proteclion  and  countenance  to  the  auditors  aforefaid  in 
the  difcharge  of  their  duty  : 

That  the  quarter-mafter-general  and  his  deputies  be  refpecllvely  di- 
refted  to  provide  the  auditors  in  each  army  with  a  convenient  houfe 
near  head-quarters,  and  that  no  other  officers  be  quartered  therein  : 

That,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public  papers,  the  quarter-mafter- 
general  or  his  deputies  ffiall  provide  for  the  auditors  in  each  army  a 
good  covered  waggon,  with  horfes  under  their  direction,  and  the  faid 
auditors  fhall  alfo  be  providedAvith  fuitable  guards  for  the  fame  purpofe : 

That  each  auditor  be  allov/ed  four  dollars  and  three  rations  per  day, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  office,  and  forage  for  one  horfe  : 

That  Matthew  Clarkfon  and  major  John  Clark  be  appointed  auditors 
for  the  army  under  the  command  of  gen.  Wafliington  ;  and  that  they 
be  authorized  to  appoint  two  clerks,  and  allow  each  of  them  50  dols. 
a-month  and  two  rations  a-day. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SjfUEDAr,  February  7,    1778. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  circumftances  of  the 
French  officers  who  have  been  detained  under  a  promife  of  having 
their  expenfes  borne  until  employed,  or  until  they  can  have  a  pofitive 
anfwer  that  they  cannot  be  taken  into  the  fervice,  report,  "  that  baron 
Frey  has  incurred  an  expenfe  of  346|^  dollars,  and  Mr.  Crenis  of  416 
dollars  in  confequence  of  fuch  promife,  and  ought  to  be  paid  thofe 
funis  feverally  by  warrants  on  the  continental  treafurer :" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  at  camp,  be  direcled  to  confult  with 
gen.  Wafliington  and  report  to  Congrefs  proper  perfons  for  filling  the 
offices  in  the  feveral  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter-general. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  January,  from  col.  David  Mafon,  and  a 
letter  of  the  27th  of  January,  from  gov.  Henry  of  Virginia,  to  the 
delegates  of  that  ftate,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and 
the  latter  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

HIoNDAT,   February   9,    1778. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  N.  Jerfey,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  John  de  Kermovan,  colonel,  was  read, 
defiring  to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  and  intimating  his 
deftre  to  quit  the  fervice,  if  his  requeft  is  not  granted  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  do  not  think  it  coniiftent  with  the  good 
of  the  fervice  to  promote  col.  Kermovan  to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  and 
that  the  committee  on  foreign  applications  inform  col.  Kermovan  that 
Con^rrefs  have  no  fartlicr  occafion  for  his  fervice. 
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A  letter,  of  January  the  1  Itb,  from  major-general  Arnold,  at  Al- 
bany, with  fiindry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  lame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  January  the  15th,  from  H.  Marchant,  at  South-Kingf- 
ton,  ftate  of  Rhode-Illand,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafur^/. 

A  letter,  of  January  the  26th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  dated  at  Morris-town,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  letters, 
which  w'ere  read  and  returned  to  the  laid  committee  ;  vv^hereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  write  to  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of  France,  defiring 
them  to  appoint  one  or  more  fuitable  perfons  to  be  commercial  agents 
for  conducing  the  commercial  buiinefs  of  the  United  States  in  France 
and  other  parts  of  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fupreme  executive  pow- 
ers of  every  ftate,  to  give  attention  to  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of 
all  continental  officers,  civil  or  military,  in  the  execution  of  their  ref- 
pe£tive  office?  ;  that  the  faid  executive  powers  be  authorized  to  iuf- 
pend  from  pay  and  employment,  for  milbehaviour  or  neglect  of  duty, 
within  their  refpeiStive  Hates,  any  officer  of  the  ftafFor  other  civil-offi- 
cer aforefaid,  not  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  to  m.ake  a 
temporary  appointment  in  his  place,  if  neceffary,  and  to  remove  fuch 
of  the  faid  civil-officers  as  fliall  appear  to  be  fupernumerary,  forthwith 
reporting  in  either  cafe  their  proceedings  to  Congrefs  :  that  in  cafe  of 
any  reprehenfible  conduit  in  any  other  officer  of  the  United  States,  it 
be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  aforefaid,  to  enquire  into  the 
circumflancesof  the  cafe,  and  if,  in  a  civil-officer,  appointed  by  Congrefs, 
to  tranfmit  an  account  thereof  to  Congrefs  ;  if  in  a  military-offiCer,  to 
lay  the  fame  as  foon  as  poffible  before  the  commander  in  chief  or  com- 
manding-officer of  the  department. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legillatures  of  the  feveral 
ftatos,  to  enact  laAvs  for  the  moll  fpeedy  and  efiedtual  recovery  of  debts 
due  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  Mr.  J.  Wadfworth,  and  re- 
quell  him  to  attend  Congrefs  on  matters  of  confequence  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  forthwith  to  enquire  into  the 
caules  of  the  deficiencies  in  the  department  of  the  commilTary  of  pur- 
chafes,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrov>^. 

TuESDAT,  February    10,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  all  ftrangers  of  fufpicious  characters,  or  whofe  buiinefs  is  not 
well  known  and  approved,  who  may  come  to  the  place  where  Congrefs 
fits,  and  to  take  care  that  the  public  receive  no  damage  by  fuch  perfons. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  department  of  the  commif- 
fary-general  of  military-ftores,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  after  fomc 
time  fpent  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 

Vol.  IV.  I    ' 
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Three  o'clock,   P.   Id. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  farther  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war,  on  the  department  of  the  commiffary-general  of  military-ftores  ; 
but,  not  having-  time  to  c;o  through  the  fame, 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  till  to-morroAV. 

Resolved,  That  another  chaplain  be  chofen  for  the  hofpital  in  the 
middle-department  ;   the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  Rev.  James  Sprout  was  elected. 

The  delegates  from  N.  Carolina  laid  before  Congrefs  a  refolution  of 
the  general  alfembly  of  that  ftate,  recommending  col.  Jethro  Sumner  and 
col.  Thomas  Clark,  of  the  N.  Carolina  forces,  to  be  elected  brigadiers. 

A  letter,  of  February  8th,  from  captain  Bedaulx  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVEDNESDAr,  February  11,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major  John  Clark  was  read,  mentioning 
his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  auditor,  to  which  Congrefs  has  be£n 
pleafed  to  appoint  him. 

A  petition  from  col.  John  Chandler,  of  the  continental  forces,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  "  he  labours  under  a 
diforder  which  renders  him  unable  to  do  his  duty  in  the  field,"  and  ex- 
prefling  his  appreheniion  "  that  the  fatigues  of  the  camp  will  prove  fa- 
tal to  him,"  and  therefore  praying  "that  he  may  have  leave  to  refign 
his  commiffion  :"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  col.  J.  Chandler  have  leave  to  refign  his  commifTion. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Monf. 
Fleury,  for  200  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  a  hurfe,  and  in  lieu  of  one 
he  had  killed  in  the  public  fervice,  and  that  this  fumbe  paid  to  John 
Penn,  Efq; 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John  Gibfon, 
Efqj  auditor-general,  for  13,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  difcharge 
the  refidue  of  a  warrant  of  the  Ift  of  September  laft,  in  favour  of  the 
delegates  of  Georgia  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  126|-^  dollars,  in  favour  of 
J.  B.  Smith,  Efq;  the  amount  of  his  account  of  pay  and  rations  as 
muder-mafler-general  of  the  flying-camp  and  militia  in  1776,  as  fet- 
tled by  John  Wilcocks  and  Peter  Chevalier,  Efqrs;  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  Congrefs  for  fettling  the  militia  accounts. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  Jan.  from  William  Aylett,  Efq;  to  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Penn. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  2d  from  major-general 
Gates  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas,  gen.  Gates  has  hitherto  retained  his  aids-de-camp  and 
fecretary  in  his  family,  having  expedations  in  a  fhort  time  again  to 
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take  the  field  ;  and  whereas,  the  removal  of  his  familv  to  York-town, 
and  their  manner  of  living  in  a  public-houfe,  has  been  unavoidably 
very  expenfive,  before  he  could  procure  ahoufc  for  them  : 

Resolved^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer,  payable  to  gen. 
Gates,  for  1333-i  dollars,  in  order  to  reimburfe  his  extraordinary  cx- 
penies  incurred  in  the  public  fervice. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war,  on  the  department  of  the  commiffary-general  of  military-flores ; 
•whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  fhall  be  one  commiffary-general  of  military- 
ftores,  whofe  bufmefs  it  fhall  be  to  receive  and  deliver  all  arms,  am- 
munition and  accoutrements  of  every  fpecies  and  denomination  ;  to 
provide  and  contraft  for  all  fuch  articles  as  may  be  wanted  in  this 
department,  according  to  the  direftion  he  fliall  receive  from  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance  ;  to  receive  and  coUeft  returns  from  all  the  dif- 
ferent ftates  where  there  are  any  continental  arms  and  ftores,  draw 
them  into  one  general  return,  and  on  the  firft  day  of  every  month,  de- 
liver one  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  : 

In  cafe  of  vacancy  occaiioned  by  death,  refignation  or  otherwife,  of 
any  of  the  commifTaries,  commiffaries'  deputies  or  condudtors,  which 
may  happen  in  any  department  near  to  where  the  commiffary-general 
may  be,  he  Ihall  have  permiffion  to  fill  fuch  vacancy,  pro  tempore,  until 
it  fhall  be  confirmed  or  difapproved  by  Congrefs  : 

All  monies  to  be  drawn  on  account  of  military-ftores  to  be  by  ap- 
plication of  the  commiffary-general  or  his  deputies  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance  ;  and  all  monies  fo  drawn  to  be  accounted  for  by  him 
once  in  every  fix  months  to  the  board  of  treafury,  or  to  fuch  auditors 
or  commiflioners  as  the  faid  board  iliall  direft.  All  commiffaries,  de- 
puty commiffaries  or  conduftors,  who  may  have  money  advanced  them 
by  the  commiffary-general  for  the  ufe  of  their  feveral  departments,  to 
keep  regular  accounts,  and  produce  vouchers  and  receipts  for  the  funis 
paid,  and  account  for  the  fame  to  the  commiffary-general  once  every 
month,  or  as  often  as  called  for. 

All  continental  armourers  fhall  be  under  the  direftion  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  and  of  the  commiTary-general  of  military-ftores  ; 
the  armourers  to  receive  from  the  faid  commiffary,  all  arms  to  be  re- 
paired, make  returns  of  the  ftate  of  repairs  when  demanded,  and  deli- 
ver the  arms  when  repaired  into  his  ftore  :  the  principal  armourer  or 
armourers ateach  and  everyarmoury  tobe  accountable  forall  fuch  arms 
as  he  or  thev  fliall  receive,  until  they  are  repaired  and  delivered  to  the 
commiffary-general,  his  deputies  or  afliftants  ;  and  the  faid  commiffary- 
general  fliall  fee  that  every  method  is  taken  by  the  armourers  to  haften 
the  repairs  of  the  arms  :  the  principal  armourers  to  receive  money 
from  the  commiffary-general  for  the  contingent  expenfes  of  their  de- 
partments, and  the  commiffary-general  fliall  produce  their  accounts 
and  vouchers  at  the  adjuftment  of  his  accounts  : 

That  there  be  as  many  deputies,  afliftants,  commiffaries,  deputy  com- 
miffaries, conduftors  and  clerks,  as  the  exigency  of  the  fervice  fliall 
require,  to  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  ;  and  the 
faid  board  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  report  all  fuch  appointments  to 
Concrrcfs  : 
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That  the  pay  of  ofHcers  in  the  department  of  the  comniiffary-ge- 
neral  of  military-flores  be  as  follows  : 

ComniifTary-general  100  dollars  per  month  and  fix  rations  a-day  ; 
deputy  commiffaries-general,  of  which  there  fliall  be  one  in  each  mi-^ 
litary-divifion  of  the  dates,  each  75  dollars  per  month  and  five  rations 
per  day  ; 

Commiffaries,  each       60  dollars  per  month  and  4  rations  per  day. 
Deputy  commiffaries,   50  do.  do.  4  do. 

Conduilors,  40  do.  do.  2  do. 

Clerks,  40  do.  do.  2  do. 

The  commiffary-general  fliall  be  allowed  forage  for  two  horfes  ;  his 
deputies,  afliftants,  commiffaries  and  conductors  to  be  allowed  forage 
for  one  horfe  each  ;  and  the  captains  of  the  artillery-artificers  refpec- 
tively,  when  duty  requires  their  travelling  to  colleft  materials,  to  have 
forage  for  one  horfe  : 

That,  for  the  future,  no  rank  be  annexed  to  the  officers  in  this  de- 
partment, except  they  belong  to  the  regiment  of  artillery-artificers  ; 
and  then  their  rank  only  to  take  place  as  officers  of  that  corps  ;  the 
pay  alfo  which  they  receive,  as  officers  in  that  regiment,  to  be  inclu- 
ded in  the  pay  herein  fettled  for  the  officers  of  the  commiffary-gcneral's 
department : 

I'hat  a  return  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  once  every 
month,  of  all  officers  employed  in  the  civil-branch  of  ordnance  and 
military-ftores. 

All  commiffaries,  deputy  commiffaries,  conductors  and  clerks,  who 
ihall  have  the  feparate  charge  of  any  ftores,  are,  on  the  firft  day  of  every 
month,  to  make  out  an  exact  return  of  all  cannon  and  military-ftores 
of  every  fpecies  and  denomination,  one  copy  whereof  they  fliall  tranf- 
mit  to  the  commiffary-general,  who  is  to  put  them  into  one  general 
return,  as  heretofore  direfted,  and  one  other  copy  thereof  the  faid 
commiffaries,  deputy  commiffaries,  conductors  and  clerks  are  to  fend 
to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

All  the  artillery  artificers  that  are  or  may  be  employed  at  any  ar- 
mories, laboratories,  founderies  or  military-magazines  (thofe  employed 
with  the  army  in  the  field  excepted)  fliall  be  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection and  fubjedl  to  the  orders  and  command  of  the  commiffarj^-ge- 
neral,  or  the  officer  directed  by  him  to  take  charge  of  the  fame. 

The  quarter-mafter-general,  his  deputies  and  affiffants,  fliall  give  the 
commiffary-general  every  afliftance  of  teams  for  the  removal  of  public 
ftores,  and  in  cafe  there  be  no  quarter-mafter  in  the  department  or  place 
from  whence  the  ftores  are  to  be  removed,  the  commiffarv-general  fliall 
have  power  to  procure  teams  in  the  way  and  manner  that  will  beft  pro- 
mote the  public  fervice. 

All  officers,  artificers  and  others  in  the  ordnance  and  military-de- 
partment fliall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  other  officers  in  the  artillery  of  the  United  States. 

The  commiffary-general  fliall  give  fuch  forms  or  returns  and  in- 
ftruclionsto  his  deputies,  affiftant  commiffaries,  conductors.  Sec.  as  the 
fervice  and  fituation  of  their  department  fliall  require  ;  and  all  officers 
in  this  department  are  to  attend  to  fuch  orders  and  inftructions  as  they 
fliall  receive,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance 
or  the  commiffary-general. 


FEBRUARY   1778.  65 

All  re9;ulations  incidental  to  the  department,  and  not  enlarging  the 
powers  and  authorities  here  given,  Ihall  be  fettled  and  made  by  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordnance  fiiall  tranfmit,  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  fervice  fhall  render  necelTary,  tranfcripts  of  all  returns  received 
from  the  commiiTary-general  of  military-llores,  and  alfo  accounts  of 
all  ordnance  and  {lores  under  their  care,  or  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  places  where  the  fame  are  depofited,  to  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  in  order  that  he  may  make 
fuch  requilitions  of  fupplies"  for  the  army  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand, or  for  the  feparate  departments  as  he  {hall  think  proper,  and 
give  fuch  advice  and  direftions  as  to  the  difpoiition  of  them,  as  circum- 
llances  may,  from  time  to  time,  require. 

The  commanding-o{ficer  of  artillery  for  the  time  being  in  the  grand 
army,  with  the  chief  engineer,  commiffary  of  artillery,  and  eldeft  colo- 
nel of  artillery  in  camp,  or  fuch  of  them  as  are  prefent  with  the  army, 
fhall  be  a  fubordinate  board  of  ordnance,  under  the  diredtion  of  the 
commander  in  chief  or  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  trani'afting 
all  bulinefs  of  the  ordnance-department  necciTary  to  be  done  in  the  field, 
and  to  have  the  care  of  all  ordnance  and  ftores  at  camp;  and,  in  cafe 
of  fudden  exigency,  the  commiffary-general  of  military-ftores  fiiall  be 
obliged  to  obey  their  directions  as  to  any  fupplies  wanted  by  the  army 
out  of  the  ftores  not  in  camp  :  and  the  faid  board  fiiall  correlpond  with 
and  report  their  proceedings  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  from 
whom  they  are  to  receive  any  neceffary  afTiftance. 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  col.  Benjamin  Flowei's  corps  of  artillery- 
artificers  ihall  be,  for  all  thofe  who  engage  to  ferve  the  United  States 
as  fuch  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  20  dollars  a-month,  befides 
the  fame  bounty,  clothing  and  every  other  benefit  allov/ed  by  Gongrefs 
to  the  continental  artillery  ;  the  officers  the  fame  pay  as  others  of 
equal  rank  in  tlie  continental  artillery:  and  that  col.  Flower  augment 
the  four  companies  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Jan.  lafc,  add  other  compa- 
nies to  the  faid  regiment,  and,  if  necelTary,  encreafe  the  pay  of  offi- 
cers and  men  in  the  fame,  agreeable  to  fuch  orders  as  have  been  gi- 
ven for  that  purpofe  by  gen.  V/aQiington  ;  and  that  he  be  required 
forthwith  to  tranl'mit  a  copy  of  fuch  orders  to  Gongrefs. 

That  if  the  exigency  of  the  fervice  makes  it  necelTary  to  employ,  at 
any  time  or  place,  more  artificers  than  the  commilTary  ma>y  have  en- 
lifted  or  can  enlift,  then  he,  his  deputies  or  afliftants,  may  engage  them, 
for  the  time  of  fuch  neceffity,  on  the  moft  reafonable  terms  polTible, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Resolved,  That  col.  Flower  receive  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  colonel 
from  the  16th  of  July,  1775,  to  this  1  Ith  day  of  February,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiflion  of  captain  in  colonel  Flower's  regiment 
of  artillery-artificers  be  granted  to  WoUory  Mepg,  dated  the  1ft  of 
April,  1777: 

That  captain-lieutenant  Thomas  Wylie  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain  of  an  additional  company  to  be  raifed  in  the  faid  regiment  of 
artillery-artificers,  his  commillion  to  be  dated  the  1ft  of  February,  1778; 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  empowered  to  make 
a  contradl  with  Mr.  Byers,  as  fuperintendant  of  a  foundery  of  brafs- 
cannon. 
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Resolved,  That  capt.  Ferdinand  de  Brahm,  avIio  has  heretofore  afted 
as  an  engineer  in  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina,  be  appointed  an  engineer  in 
the  continental  eftablilhment,  with  the  rank  of  major  in  the  armies  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Rogers,  Efq;  aid-de-camp,  have  a  commif- 
fion  of  major,  to  rank  from  the  12th  day  of  May,  1777,  in  the  fervicc 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafiirer  for  two 
months'  pay  to  be  advanced  to  col.  Thomas  Hartley,  for  his  regiment 
now  in  York-town. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  take  the  moll:  proper 
meafures  for  recruiting-  colonel  Hartley's  regiment. 

A  letter,  from  Monf.  Kermovan,  was  read  : 

Orde7-ed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  February    12,    1778. 

A  letter,  from  Monf.  de  Roche  Fermoy,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Jolm  Purviance,  was  read,  defiring  leave, 
on  account  of  the  fituatlon  of  his  family,  to  relign  his  office  of  mana- 
ger of  the  United  States  lottery  : 

Resolved,  That  he  have  leave  to  refign. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  Ith  of  Jan.  from  gov.  Cafwell,  of  N.  Carolina,  en- 
clofing  fundry  refolutions  of  the  general  affembly  of  that  ftate,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  JOth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the 
3d,  from  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to 
the  delegates  of  the  faid  ftate,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  war 
upon  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  15th  of  Jan.  for  laying  up  ma- 
gazines of  flour  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  300,000  dollars  be  tranfmitted  to  the  prefident  of  the 
ft;a,te  of  Pennfylvania,  to  enable  the  commiftioners  appointed  under  the 
law  of  that  ftate  for  purchafing  provifions  for  the  army,  to  execute 
their  commiftion,  and  that  they  account  to  the  board  of  treafury  for 
the  expenditure  thereof. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  31. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
the  board  of  war,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  proper  perfon  be  appointed  to  aft  as  fecretary  of 
ordnance  and  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  ; 

That  his  falary  ftiall  be  90  dollars  a-month  : 

That  the  laid  pay-mafter  fliall  anfwer  all  warrants  drawn  on  him  by 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  out  of  the  money  which  he  ftiall  receive 
by  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  ftiall  keep  fair  accounts  of  his  payments  and 
make  moHthly  returns  thereof  to  the  board  of  treafury  :   he  ftiall  alfo 
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tranfmit  returns  once  a-month,  or  oftner,  to  the  pay-maitcr-general,  or 
other  proper  officer  or  officers,  of  all  advances  made  to  continental  troops 
or  militia  in  aftual  iervice,  in  order  that  proper  ftoppages  may  be  made: 

That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  make 
out  the  proper  elliimates  of  money  to  be  advanced  for  the  ufe  of  their 
department,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs  ;  and  all  monies  gran- 
ted by  Congrefs,  on  their  application,  ffiall  be  applied  to  the  purpofes 
fet  forth  in  the  faid  eftimate. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  a  fecretary  of  ordnance,  and 
pay-mafter  totheboardof  war  and  ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jofeph  Nourfe,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  316  dollars,  in 
favour  of  captain  Reuben  Lipfcomb,  for  the  extra  month's  pay  granted 
to  the  army  under  general  WaOiington  by  the  refolution  of  the  29th 
of  December  laft,  and  which  is  due  to  40  men  of  the  7th  Virginia  re- 
giment now  on  their  way  to  Virginia,  who  were  regularly  difcharged 
on,  the  2d  of  February,  and  mentioned  in  a  lift  tigned  by  brigadier 
Woodford,  and  alio  to  captain  Lipfcomb,  who  conducts  them  ;  he  to 
give  a  receipt  for  the  money,  and  to   account  for  the  fame. 

The  letter  of  the  9th  of  January  from  general  Wafhlngton  being 
fent  for  from  the  board  of  war,  the  fame  was  read  ;  and,  a  motion  being- 
made  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  with  the  motion,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  de  diredied  to  be 
very  cautious  in  recommending  or  giving  any  encouragement  to  fo- 
reign officers  Y/ho  have  come  of  their  own  accord  to  feek  employment 
in  the  army  of  thefe  United  States;  that  if  the  board  ffiall  find,  among 
fuch  foreigners,  any  of  eminent  abilities  and  merit,  who  by  their  know- 
ledge and  experience,  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  render  effential 
fervice  to  thefe  ftates  in  fuch  way  as  the  board  ffiall  be  able  to  point 
out,  Congrefs  expeft  the  board  will  recommend  them  :  and  if  any  fo- 
reigners of  rank  and  eminence  in  their  own  country  ffiould  offer  their 
fervices,  it  is  alfo  expedted  that  the  board  will  report  fpecially  refpec- 
ting  them :  but,  as  to  all  others,  the  board  are  directed  to  thank  them  for 
their  offers  of  fervice,  without  fuffi^ring  them  to  wait,  and  thereby  incur 
expenfe  by  unnecelTary  attendance. 

Resolved,  That  300,000  dollars  ordered  to  be  advanced  to  the  prefi- 
dent  of  Pennfylvania,  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  to  be  by 
them  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  prefident. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  February    13,    1778. 

A  letter  from  Jonathan  Hudfon,  at  Baltimore,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  W.  Aylett,  Efq; 
deputy  commifl'ary-general  of  purchafes  in  Virginia,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon,  Congrefs  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas,  there  is  a'reat  danq-er  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
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being  very  much  diftreffecl,  if  the  exportation  of  beef  and  pork  from 
the  ftate  of  North-Carolina  be  not  immediately  prohibited  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers  of  the  ftate  of 
North-Carolina  be  earneftly  requefted  immediately  to  lay  an  embargo 
on  all  beef  and  pork,  except  fo  mncli  as  may  be  necefl'ary  for  the  vef- 
fcl's  ufe  for  the  voyage,  and  to  take  the  moft  elFeftual  nieafures  to  pre- 
vent the  embargo  from  being  evaded. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  10,000  dollars  ordered  to  be  advanced  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  contingent  expenfes,  on  the  26th  day 
of  Jan.  laft,  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  Efq;  pay-mafter  of  the  faid 
board,  for  the  purpofe  before-mentioned  ;  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  circumftances  of  the 
French  officers,  who  have  been  detained  under  a  promife  of  having 
their  expenfes  borne,  brought  in  a  report,  ■which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  9  10  dollars  be  paid  to  Monf.  de  la  Balme,  in  full  of 
all  claims  and  demands  againft  the  United  States,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  applications  inform  Monf.  de  la  Balme  that  Congrefis 
have  no  farther  occafion  for  his  fervices  : 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  100  dols.  be  advanced  to  Charles  Gift,  to  defray  his 
expenfes  to  Baltimore,  and  to  a  paper-mill  on  Gun-powder-river,  on  the 
public  account;  he  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Dr.  John  Witherfpoon,  for  hay  for  the  army,  and 
wood  for  the  hofpital  at  Princeton,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  Enos 
Kelfey,  afting  in  the  quarter-mafter's-department,  4.29|-^  dollars: 

To  Belcher  P.  Smith,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk  in  the  fecretary's  office, 
from  the  6th  of  Nov.  to  the  5th  of  Feb.  inclufive,  being-  three  months, 
and  for  fome  neceffaries  purchafed  for  the  office,  J  97|-^  dollars  : 

To  John  Dunlap,  for  printing  fundry  refolves  of  Congrefs  from  the 
Slftof  Od.  1776,tothe  10th  of'Sept.  1777,  a  balance  of  1174|-|dols. 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier  as  chaplain  in  col.  Livingfton's  Canadian 
regiment,  from  the  1 1th  of  January  to  the  10th  February,  1778,  inclu- 
five, for  his  pay,  exclufive  of  rations,  40  dollars  : 

To  the  eftate  of  John  Hart,  deceafed,  for  71  meals  viftuals,  fupplied 
the  York-county  militia,  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  his  legal  repre- 
fentatives,  7-^  dollars  : 

To  Andrew  Nabinger,  of  the  tovv^n  of  York,  for  victualling  general 
Lee's  guard  in   1776,  44|^|-  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  29th  of  Jan.  from  Mr.  Aylett  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  to  the  marine-committee. 

Three  o'clock,   P.   M. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 
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Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  pay- 
inafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  25,000  dols.  to  be  by  him 
tranfmitted  to  Benjamin  Harril'on,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in 
the  fouthern-department ;  for  which  the  faid  B.  Harrifon  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTuc  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Willam 
Govett,  for  1000  dols.  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  expreffes  and  incidental 
expenfes  at  the  treafury-office  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurer  be  direfted  to  pay  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  the  warrant  for  350,000 
dollars,  dated  the  14th  of  Jan.  laft,  and  drawn,  by  the  prehdent  of  Con- 
grefs,  in  favour  of  the  board  of  war  ;  100,000  of  which  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the  eaft- 
ern-department,  and  250,000  to  his  affiftant  in  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland  • 
and  alio  another  warrant,  dated  the  2d  inft.  drawn  in  favour  of  the  faid 
board,  for  100,000  dols.  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  Ebenezer 
Hancock,  who  is  to  be  accountable  for  both  fums. 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  iffue  in  favour  of  Charles  Thomfon,  Efq; 
for  3500  dols.  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  fervices,  from  the  lOth  of 
May,  1776,  to  the  10th  of  Feb.  1778,  as  fecretary  to  the  United  States. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  Georgia  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  February    14,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revife  the  rules 
and  orders  for  regulating  the  conduft  of  Congrefs  in  tranfadling  buft- 
nefs,  and  report  fuch  farther  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  judge 
proper : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  isf  Mr.  M'Kean. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  refer- 
red, report,  "  that  they  have  prepared  fundry  refolutions  for  forwarding 
the  laying  up  magazines  for  the  fupplyof  the  army,  and  preventing  any 
interference  between  the  commifiioners  aj^pointed  for  that  purpofe  by 
an  aft  of  the  general  affembly  of  Pennfylvania  and  the  luperintendants 
appointed  by  the  board  of  war,"  and  that  "  it  is  their  deiire  that  thefe 
refolutions,  if  agreed  to  by  Congrefs,  fuperfede  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  letter  of  the  3d  from  the  executive  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania, and  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  war  on  the  refolution  of 
the  15th  of  Jan.  except  what  relates  to  the  grant  of  300,000  dollars, 
to  the  prelident  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  :"  , 

The  refolutions  being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  :  ;• 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  and  neceffary  to  lay  up  magazines  o'!f  pro- 
vifions  for  the  fupport  of  the  army,  and,  for  that  purpofe,  Cgngrefs 
havediredled  12,000  barrels  of  flour  to  be  depofited  at  or  near  Lancaf- 
ter,  8000  barrels  at  or  near  Reading,  6000  barrels  at  or  near  Bethlehem, 
2000  barrels  at  Downings-town,  and  2000  barrels  at  Pottfgrove  ;  and, 
whereas,  in  confequence  of  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs,  the  ge- 
neral afTembly  of  Pennfylvania  have,  by  a  law,  appointed  commifiioners 
in  each  jcounty  within  their  ftate,  to  purchafe  or  feiz^,   wheat,  flour 
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and  other  provifions,  Sec.  for  the  fupply  of  the  army,  purfuant  to  fuch 
orders  as  they  fliall  receive  from  Congrefs  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  and  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  be  defired  to  iffue  the  money,  with  which  they  have  been 
or  riiall  be  furnilhed  by  Congrefs,  to  the  faidcommiffioners,  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  they  fliall  think  fit  ;  that  they  inftrudl  the  commiiTioners 
on  the  eaft-fide  of  Sufquehannah  to  proceed,  without  delay,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  truft  repofed  in  them  ;  and  that  they  infirutSl  them  to 
which  of  the  above-mentioned  places  they  fliall  convey  the  flour  and 
other  provifions  which  they  fliall  purchafe  or  feize,  in  order  to  form 
the  magazines  aforefaid  : 

That  the  faid  executive  council  be  authorized  and  requefled  to  ap- 
point a  fuitable  perfon  at  each  of  the  above  places,  with  fuch  a  falary 
as  they  fhall  judge  reafonable,  to  infpeft,  receive,  ftore  and  take  care 
of  the  provifions  aforefaid,  and  to  ilTue  the  fame  upon  the  orders  of  the 
board  of  war,  until  Congrefs  fliall  appoint  other  flore-keepers  in  their 
Head  : 

That  the  prefident  and  council  aforefaid  be  requefted  to  caufe  a 
weekly  return  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  ^^ntity  of  pro- 
vifions flored  at  each  of  the  places  above-mentioned  : 

That  the  board  of  war  give  direftions  and  orders  to  the  commif- 
fioners  appointed  by  the  aforefaid  law,  in  the  feveral  counties  on  the 
wefl-fule  of  Sufquehannah,  refpedting  the  quantity  of  provifions  to  be 
purchafed  or  collefted  by  them,  and  the  places  to  which  the  fame  fliall 
be  conveyed  ;  and  that  the  faid  board  appoint  a  fuitable  perfon  at  each 
of  the  places  they  fliall  fix  on,  with  fuch  a  falary  as  they  fliall  judge 
reafonable,  to  infpect,  receive,  florc  and  take  care  of  the  faid  provi- 
fions, and  to  iffue  the  fame  upon  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  commiflioners  aforefaid  be  authorized  to  purchafe  every 
kind  of  provifions  and  forage  wanted  for  the  army,  not  confining  theni- 
felves  to  the  article  of  flour  :  that  the  faid  commifTioners  deliver  the 
live-flock,  by  them  purchafed,  to  the  order  of  the  deputy  commiffary- 
general  of  purchafes,  or  his  afliflants,  and  the  forage,  to  the  order  of 
the  commiffary  of  forage,  or  his  afliflants,  to  whom  feverally  they  are 
directed  to  fend  immediate  notice,  when  fuch  purchafes  are  made,  and 
to  take  duplicate-receipts  upon  the  delivery,  one  of  which  they  fhall 
tranfniit  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  dire£led  to  correfpond,  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  prefident  and  council  of  Pennfylvania,  refpecling  the  bufinefs 
aforefaid,  and  if,  from  the  circumftances  or  fituation  of  affairs,  they 
fhall  iudge  it  proper  or  neceffary  to  lefTen  the  quantity  of  provifions  to 
be  laid  up  between  Sufquehannah  and  Delaware  rivers,  or  to  change 
the  places  of  the  magazines,  that  they  communicate  the  fame  to  the 
prefident  and  council,  who  are  requefted  to  attend  thereto,  and  to  iffue 
orders  to  the  commifRoners  to  govern  themfelves  accordingly. 

And,  whereas,  the  board  of  war  have  judged  it  expedient  and  necef- 
fary, that  a  greater  quantity  of  flour  and  other  provifions,  than  was 
directed  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  1  5th  of  Jan.  fliould  be 
purchafed,  and  other  magazines  formed,  befides  thofe  above-men- 
tioned ;  and  have,  agreeably  to  the  powers  veiled  in  them  by  the  faid 
refolution  of  the  l5th  of  Jan.  employed  fuperintendants  for  the  pur- 
chafe of  flour,  Sec. 
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Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  proceed  in  that  bufinefs,  and  that 
they  direct  their  fuperinlendants,  to  pxirchafe  fiich  farther  quantities 
of  flour  and  proviiions,  and  have  them  conveyed  to,  and  fecurcd  in, 
fuch  places  as  the  board  fliall  direct  ;  and  that  they  inflruft  fuch  of 
their  fuperintendants  as  may  pure hafe  in  Pennfylvania,  to  avoid  clafli- 
ing  with  the  commiffioners  appointed  by  the  law  of  that  ftate,  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty  : 

-That  the  faid  board  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  fuitable  perfon  at 
each  of  the  new  magazines,  which  they  Ihall  eftablifh,  with  fvich  a 
falary  as  they  fliall  judge  reafonable,  to  infpect,  receive,  ftore  and  take 
care  of  the  proviiions  purchafed  and  conveyed  thither  by  the  faid  fu- 
perintendants, and  to  iffue  the  fame  upon  the  orders  of  the  board  of 
■war: 

That  the  fuperintendants,  appointed  by  the  board  of  war,  be  allowed 
a  commiffion,  not  exceeding  2A  per  cent,  on  all  purchafes  by  them 
made,  in  full  for  their  trouble  and  expenfes  therein  ;  and  that,  in  pur- 
chafmg,  they  do  not  exceed  the  prices  eflabllflied  by  the  laws  of  the 
ftates  in  which  the  purchafes  are  made. 

While  this  iafr  was  under  debate,  it  was  moved,  and,  by  a  vote, 
carried,  that  a  queftion  be  ftrft  taken  on  the  following  addition  : 

"  And  that  the  prefident  and  council  of  Pennfylvania  be  empowered 
to  fettle  the  pay,  or  allowance,  to  be  made  to  the  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  law  of  their  flate,  for  their  trouble  and  expenfe  in  pur- 
chafing,  feizing  and  collecting  proviiions  and  forage,  not  exceeding- 
Si  per  cent,  on  the  proviiions  and  forage  by  them  fo  purchafed,  or 
fei  7,ed,  for  the  army  :" 

New- Hampshire^         Mr.   Frost,  ay  ^ay 

]\Iassachusetts-BaXf   Mr.  Gerry,  17  ?     * 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay^ 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  S-'^J 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  no  ^no 

Nenv-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis,      gave  no  vote. 

New-Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon,  ay' 

Mr.  Clark,  oy  ^  ay 

Mr.   Scudder,  ay 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau,  ay 

Mr.   Cling  an,  ay 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay  _ 
Delaware,                    Mr.   M'Kean, 
Maryland,                     Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no 

Mr.    Woo^d,         "  no 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  ai^rmative. 

The  queftion  Avas  then  put  to  agree  to  the  refolution  to  which  the  lait 
was  moved  as  an  addition  ; 
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Nenv-Hampshire,        Mr.  Frost, 
Massachusetts-Bay,   Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Clingan, 
Mr.  James  Smith, 
Mr.  MKean, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.   Pi?«72, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.   Langivorthy, 
Mr.    jroof/, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDJr,  February    16,    1778. 
Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Wolcott,  two  of  the  delegates  iVom  Con- 
ne£\icut,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

(L.  S.)     "  At  a  general  afTembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 

ftate  of  Connedlicut,   holden  at  Hartford,   by  adjournment  on   the 

1  1th  of  Oclober,  Anno  Domini  1777  : 

"  Resolved,  by  this  affembly,  That  Roger  Sherman,  Eliphalet  Dyer, 
Samuel  Huntington,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Titus  Hofmer,  Oliver  Ellfv.'orth, 
and  Andrew  Adams,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  dele- 
gates to  reprefent  this  ftate  at  the  general  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  the  year  enfuing,  and  until  new  be  chofen  and 
arrive  in  Congrefs,  if  fetting  ;  any  one  or  more  of  them  who  fhall  be 
prefent  in  faid  Congrefs  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to 
reprefent  this  ftate  in  faid  Congrefs,  to  counfel,  and  advife,  and  refolve 
upon  meafures  neceA'ary  to  be  taken  and  purfued  for  the  defence,  fe- 
curity  and  prefervation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  faid  Uiiited 
States,  and  for  their  common  fafety  :  and  of  fuch  their  proceedings 
and  refolves  they  do  tranfmit  authentic  copies,  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  general  affembly  of  the  ftate. 

"  A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

"  George   Wyllys,  Secretary." 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  James  Wilkinfon,  at  Albany,  and  one  of 
the  27th,  from  general  Heath,  at  Bofton,  and  one  of  the  26th  of  Jan. 
from  gen.  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  two  papers  enclofed,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  and  one,  of  the  25  th  of  January,  from  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Efq;  pay-mafter  in  the  northern  department,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
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A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  January,  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  read, 

informing"  "  that  colonel  Jofeph  Trumbull  will,  if  Congrefs  think  fit  to 
keep  his  feat  vacant,  attend  and  take  his  feat  at  the  board  of  war  as 
foon  as  his  health  will  permit  :" 

Ordered^  That  the  prelident  inform  the  governor,  that  Congrefs  ex- 
pedl  colonel  Trumbull's  attendance  as  foon  as  his  health  will  permit. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  January,  from  Thomas  Cuftiing,  Efq;  prefi- 
dent  of  a  convention  of  committees  from  the  New-England  dates, 
which  met  at  New-Haven,  from  the  1 5th  to  the  20th  of  January,  with 
the  proceedings  of  faid  convention,  were  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  1 1th,  from 
governor  Cafwell,  with  the  refolutions  enclofed,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  M'Kean, 
M.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Sundry  letters  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  camp,  were  read, 
viz.  one  of  the  3d,  and  one  of  the  5th,  with  five  papers  enclofed,  one 
of  the  6th,  with  a  draught  ofpropofed  refolutions,  and  one  of  the  1 1th, 
and  one  of  the  12th. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  laid  before  Congrefs,  a  letter  of  the 
7th,  from  the  council  of  their  ftate,  which  was  read,  containing  com- 
plaints aguinft  R.  L.  Hooper,  Efq;  deputy  quarter-mafter-general : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  of  the  6th,  from  the  committee  at  camp, 
fo  far  as  relates  to  the  prifoners  of  the  convention  at  Bofton,  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerrv,  Mr.  Wolcott  and  Mr.  EUery. 

Three  o'clock,   P.   M. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiirioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Richard  Peters,  Efq;  late  fecretary  to  the  board 
of  Avar,  his  falaryfrom  the  13th  of  June,  1776,  to  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1777,  being  one  year,  five  months  and  fourteen  days,  at  800  dol- 
lars per  annum,  1 164-|^  dollars,  and  for  his  fee  forprofecuting  the  ap- 
peal in  the  cafe  of  the  ihip  Elizabeth,  60  dollars  ;  in  all  1224|^  dol- 
lars ;  that  he  has  received  of  the  board  of  war,  in  cafli,  928  dollars,  and 
in  fire-wood, left  at  Lancafter,  9  dollars,  making  in  all  937  dollars, leav- 
ing a  balance  due  to  Mr.  Peters  of  287-|^  dollars  : 

To  Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe,  his  falary  as  deputy  fecretary  to  the  board 
of  war,  from  the  10th  of  November,  1777,  to  the  10th  of  February, 
1778,  inclufive,  being  three  months,  at  65  dollars  per  month,  195  dol- 
lars; for  calli  paid  Will.  Handen,  exprefs  to  Lancafter,  4  dollars  ;  the 
•whole  amounting  to  199  dollars  : 

To  Gotleip  Ziegler,for  viftualling  Pennfylvania  militia,  in  July  and 
Auguft,  1776,  "20^^  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  with  a  letter,  from  R.  L.  Hooper, 
and  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Clark   and  Mr.  Scuddcr. 
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The  committee  on  the  treafiiry  brought  in  a  report  ;  \vherenpoH| 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  briga- 
dier de  Roche  Fermoy,  for  800  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  de- 
mands now  againfthim,  and  procure  a  paffage  to  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and 
that  his  bills  be  taken  for  this  fum,  and  alfo  for  the  balance  that  may 
appear  to  be  due  to  the  United  States  on  an  adjufiment  of  his  account 
at  the  board  of  treafury,  payable  to  the  trealurer  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  three,  being  the  prefent  exchange. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th  of  January,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  New-York, 
to  Mr.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Another  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  governor  Clinton,  was  read. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office 
in  the  ftate  of  New-York,  for  the  fum  of  50,000  dols.  in  favour  of  Jo- 
nathan Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  for  the  northern- 
department  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  two  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States': 
That  the  bills  fhall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emilTion  direfted  the  2  1ft  of  Jan.  laft,  be  numbered  from 
the  lafi  number  of  each  refpeftive  denomination  of  that  emiflion,  pro- 
greffively,  and  ccnfift  of  the  following  denominations  : 

30,770  bills  of    2  dollars  each,  -  61,540 

30,768  do.    of    3  do.         -  -  -  92,304 

123,072 
153,840 
184,608 
215,376 
-     246,160 
923,100 
That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hilllegas,  Efq;  and  of  the  in- 
fpedtors  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the  emiffion  directed  on  the 
10th  of  May  laft,  fliall  extend  to  the  faid  two  millions  now  to  be  emit- 
ted, fubjeft,  however,  to  fuch  diredVions  and  inltrudions  as  the  board 
of  treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  February    17,    1778. 
A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  capt.  Pe- 
ter Dolliver,  for  2247|  dols.  in  difcharge  of  col.  Palfrey's  draught  of 
the  13th  inft.  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  in  favour  of  lieutenant-co- 
lonel William  Smith,  and  endorfed  by  him  to  the  faid  Dolliver  for  that 
fum  ;   William  Palfrey,  Efq;  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  major-general  Mifflin,  at  Reading,  was 
read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  board  of 
war,  with  the  letter  from  R.  L.  Hooper  and  others,  brought  in  a  report, 


30,768  do. 

of 

4  do. 

50,768  do. 

of 

5  do. 

30,768  do. 

of 

6  do. 

30,768  do. 

of 

7  do. 

30,770  do. 

of 

8  do. 

30,770  do. 

of, 

30  do. 
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which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon,  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolution  : 

Whereas,  by  the  refolutions  of  the  14th  inft.  the  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  were  authorized  and  directed,  to 
purchafe  and  ftore  in  magazines,  30,000  barrels  of  flour,  on  the  eall-fidc 
of  Sufquehannah,  and  by  a  letter,  fince  laid  before  Congrefs,  from  R. 
L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Falconer  and  Jonathan  Mifflin,  jun.  three  of  the 
fuperintendants  appointed  by  the  board  of  war  in  purfuance  of  a  refolve 
of  tlie  15th  of  Jan.  laft,  it  appears,  that  the  faid  fuperintendants  are 
making  contrails  for  executing  the  bufinefs  entrufted  Avith  the  faid  com- 
miffioners, contrary  to  the  intention  of  Congrefs,  expreffed  in  their  faid 
refolutions :  and  whereas,  it  alfo  appears  by  the  aforefaid  letter,  that 
the  above-named  fuperintendants,  without  any  authority,  in  diredt  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  Pennfylvania,  and  contrary  to  the  Inftrudtions 
given  by  the  board  of  war,  have  prefumed  to  fix  and  afcertain  the  pri- 
ces of  feveral  other  articles,  wanted  in  the  army,  much  higher  than  fixed 
by  law  in  the  ftate,  direfting  the  quarter-mafters  to  govern  themfelves 
by  fuch  illegal  rates  :   therefore, 

JResoht'd,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direAed,  immediately,  to  recal 
and  fufpend  the  faid  R.  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel  Falconer  and  Jonathan 
Mifflin,  who  are  required  to  lay  before  Congrefs  their  proceedings  and 
accounts. 

On  motion.  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  be  diredled  to 
write  to  the  commiffioners  at  Paris,  and  direft  them,  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  executive  powers  of  any  of  thefe  United  States,  to  apply 
to  the  court  of  France  for  an  extenfion  of  the  leave  of  abfence  to  fuch 
French  officers  as  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  fuch  ftate  : 

New-Hampshire,         Mr.  Frost, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Ettery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.   Witherspoo7i,    ay' 

Mr.   Clark, 

Mr.   Sc udder, 

Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J.Smith, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M^Kean, 

Mr.   Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.   Laurens, 

Mr.    Langworthy,    ay 

Mr.    Wood,  ^yS   "^ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the    affirmative. 
A  petition  from  James  White  was  read  : 

Resohed,  That  four  m.embers  be  added  to  the  committee  on  appeals  ; 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kcan,  Mr.  Huntingtcn,  Mr.  Henry, 
and  Mr.  James  Smith. 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 
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ay 

no  ^?io 

divided. 


nol 


i} 


no 
no 

ay 

ay 

ay^ay 

ay 

ay 

ay  )>  * 

ay  )>ay 

ay  )>ay 


ay 


ay 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the  foregoing-  petition  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  appeals. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Shiiltz,  Francis  Jones,  and  others,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  of  claims. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  9th  from  ge- 
neral Wafliington,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon,  Gongrefs  came  to 
the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas,  doubts  have  arifen  in  the  mind  of  general  Wafliington, 
to  whom  the  month's  extra  pay,  allowed  to  the  army  under  his  imme- 
diate command,  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  29th  of  Decemiber 
laft,  fhould  be  confined  : 

Resolved,  That  the  general  be  direded  to  order  the  fame  to  be  paid 
to  all  the  continental  forces  under  his  immediate  command  at  the  time 
of  palTing-the  faid  refolution,  whether  in  camp,  hofpitals  or  on  furlough, 
excepting-  all  fuch  as  were  then  abfent,  without  leave  regularly  obtain- 
ed, or  who  had  abufed  the  indulgence  granted  them. 
-  Gongrefs  tool:  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the 
22d  of  July,  on  the  letter  of  the  8th  of  the  fame  month,  from  briga- 
dier R.  Howe  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  R.  Howe's  appointment  of  Mr.  Henry 
Purcell,  to  be  deputy  judge-advocate-general  for  the  dates  of  South-Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia,  be  confirmed. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  January,  from  governor  Cafwell,  of  North- 
Carolina,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Vv^'afliington,  with  fundry  letters 
cnclofed,  which  pafTed  between  him  and  general  Howe,  w^as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  letters  from  the  committee  at  camp,  refpecling  recruiting-  the  army. 

Mr.  Lewis,  one  of  the  delegates  from  New-York,  laid  before  Gon- 
grefs an  account  of  monies  expended  by  that  ftate  for  the  fupport  of 
prifoners,  with  the  vouchers  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
ftate  of  Georgia  ;  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponcd. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

IVEDNESDyir,  February    18,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  and  one,  of  the  19th  of  Jan.  from  gen.  Heath, 

at  Bofton.  with  a  letter  to  him  from  gen.  Burgoyne,and  his  anfwer;  and 

a  letter  of  the  2d  inft.  from   brigadiers  Poor  and  Patterfon,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  he  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council  of 

the  ftate  of  Maryland  to  embody  a  fufficient  number  of  militia,  for 

guarding  the  prifoners  to  be  ftationed  at  Fort-Frederick,  in  that  ftate  ; 

and  that  they  alfo  be  requefted  immediately  to  appoint  a  commilTary 

to  rurchafe  and  fupply  the  faid  militia  with  provifions  during  their 

fervice  at  that  pofi:  : 
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That  Monf.  de  Pontiere  be  appointed  a  captain  of  horfe  by  brevet, 
and  that  MonT.  de  Ponceaux,  fecretary  to  the  baron  Steuben,  have 
the  brevet  rank  oi"  a  captain  in  the  armv  of  the  United  States  : 

That  Congrefs  approve  *the  proceeding's  of  the  board  of  war  with 
refpeft  to  baron  Steuben. 

Another  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclofing  a  letter 
from  Thomas  Wharton,  Efq;  preHdent  of  the  ftate  of  Penniylvania, 
and  fundry  other  papers  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  the  dele- 
gates from  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  That  gov.  Clinton  be  authorized  and  requefted  to  fuper- 
intend  the  bufinefs  of  obflrutHing,  fortifying  and  fecuring  the  paffes  of 
Hudfon's  river,  agreeable  to  the  refolutlons  of  the  5th  of  Nov.  laft, 
and  to  employ  the  militia  of  the  ftate  of  N.  York,  and  to  call  upon  the 
ftates  of  Maffachufctts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  for  fuch  parts  of  their 
militia  as  he  may  think  necefTary,  and  thofe  ftates  can  fpare,  for  exe- 
cuting this  important  bufinefs  ; 

That  the  commanding-officer  at  Peeks-Kill  be  ordered  and  diredled 
to  furnidi  gov.  Clinton  with  money  from  the  military-cheft,  and  to 
give  him  every  alliftance  in  his  power  in  forwarding  and  perfefting 
the  bufinefs  committed  to  him  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the 
ftate  of  N.  York,  in  favour  of  gov.  Clinton,  for  50,000  dollars,  to- 
wards defraying  the  charge  of  the  bufinefs  intrufted  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  warrant  of  the  3d  of  February  for  200,000  dol- 
lars, in  favour  of  the  board  of  war,  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-maf- 
ter  to  the  faid  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofe 
of  purchafing  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  grand  army. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims  report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Thomas  Butler, 
amounting  to  6801-14:  dollars,  together  with  800  dollars  accounted 
with  col.  Flower,  making  in  the  whole,  7601-1^  dollars,  that  he  has 
received  of  James  Meafe,  Efq;  800  dollars  ;  of  John  Gibfon,  Efq; 
6600  dollars;  and  for  two  vices,  28f^dollars ;  and  after  deducting  fun- 
dry  errors  and  over  charges,  there  is  a  balance  of  87|-^  dols.  due  to  him : 

To  col.  Michael  Swoope,  for  his  pay  from  the  2'2d  of  Sept.  1776,  to 
the  7th  of  Feb.  1778,  a  balance  of  976-1^  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  balances  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Mifflin  to  the  board  of  war,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  relating  to  the 
quarter-mafter's  department,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  February    19,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  the  board  of  war,  with  one  enclofed  from 
Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commifl'ary-gen.  of  military-ftores,  was  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  general  Mifflin  be  direfted  to  attend  immediately 
the  board  of  war,  and  that  he  order  the  feveral  deputies  and  agents 
under  him  in  the  department  of  the  quarter-mafter-gcneral  to  proceed 
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vlgorouily  in  executing  the  bufmefs  of  that  department,  without  at- 
tending to  the  fettlement  of  their  refpeclive  accounts,  until  the  depart- 
ment is  properly  arranged,  and  they  can  attend  to  the  fettlement  of 
their  accounts  without  detriment  to  the  public  caufe. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  following  warrants  lllue  in  favour  of  major-ge- 
neral Mifflin,  quarter-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department, 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  viz. 

One  warrant  on  the  treafurer  for  250,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  him  by  Jofeph  Nourfe,  Efq; 

One  warrant  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commifTioner  of  the  continen- 
tal loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  150,000  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  IfTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  Efq;  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  the 
funi  of  50,000  dollars,  to  be  applied  by  the  faid  board  for  the  ufe  of  the 
department  of  the  commiffary-general  of  military-flores  ;  the  faid  pay- 
mafter  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  IfTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Thomas  Hughes, 
pay-mafter  to  the  7th  Virginia  regiment,  for  9630  dollars,  it  being  in 
difcharge  of  the  draught  of  W.  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general,  for  that 
fum,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Hughes,  on  the  prelident,  dated  at  camp,  the 
12th  inft.  the  faid  pa,y-mafter-general  to  be  accountable  ; 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiflioner  of  the 
continent?J  loan-oftice  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  bri- 
gadier David  Forman,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  v/hich  he  is  to  be  accoun- 
table, and  that  the  deputy-commiffary-general  of  purchafes  in  the 
middle-dlftrlct  be  furniftiedwith  a  copy  of  this  order,  and  dire6led  forth- 
Avith  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  brigadier  Forman  for  provluons  fupplied 
by  his  order  to  the  troops  lately  ftationed  at  N.  Jerfey,  charging  to 
him  the  amount  of  this  grant,  and  reporting  to  the  board  of  treafury 
the  ftate  of  his  accounts. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  farther  reported. 

That  a  warrant  ftiould  iffue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  commiflioner  of 
the  continental  loan-oftice  in  the  ftate  of  N,  Jerfey,  in  favour  of  major- 
gen.  Mifflin,  for  80,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral's  department  : 

On  the  queftion  put,  the  ftates  were  equally  divided. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

A  motion  was  made  to  re-confider  the  report  from  the  board  of  trea- 
fury for  iffulng  a  warrant  on  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  in  favour  of  general 
Mifflin,  for  80,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  quarter-mafter-general's 
department  . 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  brigadier  Hand,  at  Fort-Pitt,  to  the 
board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  Hand  tranfmit  to  the  Orkanfas,  fo  much 
of  the  provilions  whicli  were  demanded  of  him  by  capt.  James  Willing, 
of  the  armed-boat  Rattle-Trap,  as  he  can  fpare,  and  judges  neceffary 
and  proper  for  the  purpofe. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  to  do 
therein  what  they  judge  proper  and  neceflary. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  6th,  from  the 
committee  at  camp,  relative  to  the  prifoners  of  the  convention,  now  at 
Bofton,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  where- 
upon, Congrefs  came  to  the  following-  refolutions  : 

Whereas  Gongrefs,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  their  refolutions  of  the 
8th  day  of  Jan.  laft,  have  determined  to  detain  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne 
and  the  troops  included  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  until  the  laid 
convention  Ihall  be  ratilied  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  it  will 
not  only  be  inconvenient  for  the  faid  troops,  but  alio  very  diftreffing  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Gambridge  and  parts  adjacent,  to  have 
fo  large  a  body  of  men  confined  within  fuch  narrow  limits,  for  fo  long 
a  time  as  muft  necefTarily  elapfe  before  the  ratification  of  the  laid  con- 
vention can  be  known  ;  therefore,  '* 

Resolved,  That  the  council  of  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  be  au- 
thorized and  requefted  to  remove,  feparate  and  place  the  faid  troops  in 
fuch  manner  and  in  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  ftate  as  maybe  moft  conve- 
nient for  their  fubfiftence  and  fecurity  : 

That  general  Heath  be  directed  to  carry  into  efTeft  the  orders  of  the 
council  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  removing,  fecuring  and 
providing  for  tiie  faid  troops. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  to  order  the  continental  barracks  for  the  reception  of  prifoners  in 
that  ftate  to  be  forthwith  finilhed. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  committee  of  Gongrefs  at  camp,  was 
read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,    February  20,    1778. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Gongrefs  fundry  letters 
and  papers  refpefting  Mr.  de  Francy,  which  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  back  to  the  faid  committee  to  report 
thereon,  and  that,  for  this  fpecial  purpofe,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Lau- 
rens be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 

,  Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  immediately  fend  a  letter  by  exprefs 
to  the  committee  at  head-quarters,  defirlng  them  to  fend  back  by  the 
fame  exprefs  a  nomination  of  officers  proper  to  fill  the  quarter-mafter's- 
department,  agreeably  to  a  requeft  of  Gongrefs  already  tranfmitted  to 
them. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  the  committee  at 
camp,  and  their  plan  for  filling  up  the  army,  and,  after  debate  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAr,  February  21,    1778. 
It  appearing,   by  intelligence  this  day  received  from  camp,   that 
alarming  coniequences  are  likely  to  enfue  from  a  longer  delay  of  ap- 
pointing proper  perfons  to  fill  the  feveral  ouices  in  the  quarter-mafter- 
e-eneral's  department  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  the  camp,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  general  Wafliington,  be  authorized  forthwith  to  make  the 
proper  appointments  for  the  quarter-mafter-general's  department : 

A  letter,  of  the  21(1,  from  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  was  read;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  furgcon-general  be  appointed  for  the  hofpital  in 
the  middle-department,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Brown,  promoted  ; 

The  ballots  being  taken.  Dr.  Charles  M'Knight  was  elected. 

Whereas,  the  duty  of  the  perfon  who  executes  the  office  of  fecre- 
tary  and  pay-mafter  of  the  hofpital  in  the  "middle-department,  is  impor- 
tant and  difficult  : 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  perfon  who  executes  thofe  offices  In 
the  hofpital  in  the  middle-department,  be  augmented  to  three  dollars 
a-day. 

Tiie  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant-iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favoul*  of  briga- 
dier Weedon,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Palfrey,  Elq; 
pay-mafter-general,  in  his  favour  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  for  the 
fum  of  2500  dollars,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  the  pay-mafier-general  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  the  fum  of  500,000 
dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter- 
general,  who  is  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  for  the  fum  of  40,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  dire£lor-general  of  the  military-hofpi- 
tals,  for  the  ufe  of  the  middle-diftrici.  ;  the  faid  director-general  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiftioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of 
35,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  faid  director-general,  for  the  nfe  of 
the  faid  diftrift  ;  the  diredor-general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  deleg'ates  of 
Georgia,  for  500,000  dollars,  advanced  to  that  ftate  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  calling  in  the  currency  of  that  ftate.  which  has  been  emitted, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  continental  troops  ;  this  fum  to  include  the 
400,000  dollars  granted  for  that  purpofe  by  the  refolution  of  the  15th 
ofAuguftlaft. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-mafter-general  be  directed  to  confult  with 
gen.  Wafhington  on  the  propriety  of  keeping  a  deputy-pay-mafter  at 
Baltimore,  and  if  he  fhall  judge  fuch  an  officer  unneceffary,  to  inform 
Mr.  Jonathan  Hudfon,  that  the  public  fervice  not  requiring  his  far- 
ther aftiftance  in  that  capacity,  he  is  excufed  therefrom  by  Congrefs, 
and  is  ordered  to  adjuft  his  accounts  with  the  pay-mafter-general  as 
foon  as  may  be. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  report,  that  they  have  taken  into 
confideration  the  application  of  baron  de  Holtzendorf  ;  that  by  the 
agreement  made  at  Paris  between  Mr.  Deane  and  the  baron,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  baron  is  entitled  to  any  fum  for  the  defraying  his 
expenfes  from  and  to  Europe,  or  to  any  compenfation  on  account  of 
the  lofs  of  his  equipage  ;  that  the  baron,  as  being  one  of  the  officers 
accompanying  maior-general  de  Kalb  to  America,  does  not  appear 
Aveli-founded,  it  being  evident,  from  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  of  Sept. 
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the  8th,  1777,  that  thofe  gentlemen  were  not  employed  in  the  fervicc 
of  the  United  States,  but,  in  confideration  of  their  zeal  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  pay  their  expenfes  ;  neither  does  it 
appear  on  any  other  principles  of  juftice,  that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
claims  afoVefaid  ;"  thereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  fum  of  1000  dollars,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  he 
may  require,  be  advanced  to  the  baron  de  Holtzendorf,  to  difcharge 
the  debts  he  may  have  contrafted,  and  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Paris, 
he  giving-  bills  of  exchange  for  the  amount  of  any  balance  that  may 
be  due  to  the  United  States,  in  the  fame  manner  as  brigadier  de  Roche 
Fernioy. 

Resolved^  That  general  WaHiington  be  directed  to  order  a  major- 
general  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  (late  of  Rhode-Illand, 
in  the  place  of  maior-general  Spencer,  rcfigned. 

A  letter  from,  genera!  Wafhington  to  Robert  L.  Hooper,  Nathaniel 
Falconer  and  Jonathan  Mifflin,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  ;  alio,  an  ex- 
tradl  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duer  to  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  : 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  fame  be  fent  by  exprefs  to  the  execu- 
tive council  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  it  be  mofl:  earneftly  recomm.end- 
ed  to  them  to  exert  the  whole  powers  of  the  ftate  in  providing  and 
forwarding  to  the  army,  by  every  poffible  means,  fupplies  of  provifions, 
efpecially  of  the  meat  kind,  and  alfo  forage,  with  the  utmofi  difpatch. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  Avar  immediately  employ  a  fuitable  num- 
ber of  proper  perfons  on  the  eaft-fide  of  Sufquehannah,  to  purchafe  meat 
and  forage  for  the  army,  and  to  forward  the  fame  to  the  camp  with 
all-poffible  expedition,  having  refpect  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  lav-s 
of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  marine-comujittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  the 
navy-board  in  the  middle-department,  againft  capt.  Barry,  report,  as 
their  opinion,  "  that  capt.  Barry  hath  treated  the  fkid  board,  in  the 
perfon  of  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  one  of  that  board,  with  indecency  and  dif- 
refpecl,  and  that  he  ought,  within  20  days  after  this  refolye  fliall  hsve 
been  notified  to  him  b)'  the  faid  board,  to  make  fuch  acknowledg- 
ment as  fliall  be  fatisfactory  to  them  :" 

Resol'oedj  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,   February  23,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Matthew  Smith,  of 
the  9th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  Avas  read,  reprefenting  the  declining 
ftate  of  his  health,  and,  on  that  account  praying  for  leave  to  refignhis 
commiihon  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  brigadier  Wilkinfon,  Avas  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  I  8th,  from  Jofeph  Simons,  of  Lancafter,  Avas  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  executive  council  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, to  do  thereon  what  they  fliall  judge  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Southy  Slmpfon,  of  Accomac  county,  in 
Virginia,  Avas  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  Avar. 

A  letter  from  B.  Harrifon,  jun.  deputy  pay-maftev-general  in  Vir- 
gina,  with  his  monthly  account  enclofcd,  was  read: 


82  JOyRNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  governor  Gafwell,  was  read,  with  papers 
enclofed,  refpefting  captain  Folger  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  ajipointed  to  take 
the  examination  of  captain  Folger. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   M, 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  captain 
William  Brown,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Palfrey  Efq; 
pay-mafler-general,  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  dated  the  20th  inft. 
for  21321^  dollars,  the  faid  pay-mafter-general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  commiffary- 
general,  for  100,000  dols.  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Henry  Cham- 
pion, Efq;  for  the  purpofe  of  purchaling  cattle  in  Connecticut : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts, 
deputy  direftor-general  of  the  middle-department,  for  100,000  dols.  for 
the  life  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Sampfon  Matthews,  was  read,  informing,, 
that  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  has  appointed  him  and  col.  Samuel 
M'Dowell  commilfioners  to  proceed  to  Fort-Pitt,  in  the  Head  of  Samuel 
Wafliington  and  Gabriel  Jones,  Efqrs;  who  have  declined  that  bufinefs, 
and  that  thtj  intend  to  let  forward  on  their  journey  the  23d  inftant. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  general  WaPaington,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  and  a  num- 
ber of  papers  frora  R.  Morris,  which  v/ere  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be^ referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  af- 
fairs of  Monf.  Francy  were  committed. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  empowered  to  increafe  the 
pay  of  the  figners  of  bills  of  credit  in  fuch  way  as  they  judge  pro- 
per, provided  that  the,  fum  allowed  for  figning  and  numbering  1000 
bills,  does  not  exceed  2  dollars. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  fyftem  of  the  commiffary  of 
purchafes,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gov.  J.  Clinton,  of  New-York,  at  Pough- 
keepfie,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  February  24,    1778. 

A  petition  from  James  Wilibn,  adminiftrator  of  Samuel  Allen,  was 
read,  praying  that  the  compiiffioners  of  claims  may  be  diredied  to  fettle 
his  accounts  for  a  team  of  Samuel  Allen  employed  and  loft  in  the  pub- 
lic fervice  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  be  granted. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
fyftem  of  the  commiffary  of  purchafes,  and  fome  progrefs  being  made 
therein, 

Resohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
Thurfday  next. 
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A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  brigadier  Parfons,  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  Meffrs.  Vantaffel's  by  the  enemy,  was  read: 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  enemj'-,  with  regard  to  the  prifoners  who  have 
fallen  into  their  hands. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Jl^EDNESDjr,  February  25,    1778. 

The  delegates  of  Penn{ylvania  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
53d,  from  the  council  of  that  ftate,  requefting  to  be  furnilhed  with  the 
following  papers,  viz. 

The  inftruclions  of  the  board  of  war  to  their  fuperintendants  of  pro- 
vifions  ;  the  plan  laid  down  by  the  fuperintendants  for  the  purchafe, 
£cc.  of  provifioijfe  ;  the  inftruclions  for  the  millers,  dated  the  1  Ith  of 
Jan.  laft  ;  a  letter  from  the  fuperintendants  to  the  board  of  vv'ar,  dated 
the  1 1th  inll.  a  letter,  dated  the  12th  inft.  figned  Robert  Lettis  Hoop- 
er, deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  to  the  purchafers  under  the  fuper- 
intendants : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnifii-  the  delegates  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  with  copies  of  the  above  papers,  or  fuch  of  them  as  are  in  the  office 
of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

A  letter,  of  ti^e  24th  of  January,  from  Samuel  A.  Otis,  at  Bofton, 
was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  8th,  from 
gen.  Wa'fhington,  and  fundry  oiher  letters  which  pafTed  between  him 
and  gen.  Howe,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners  and  other  mat- 
ters, brought  in  a  report,  which  v/as  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  from 
the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  camp,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration,  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  the 
afternoon. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  capt. 
Pafky,  for  26,000  dols.  in  difcharge  of  a  draught  of  William  Palfrey, 
Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  for  that  fum,  on  the  prefidentof  Congrefs,  da- 
ted at  camp,  the  23d  of  Feb.  inft.  in  favour  of  col.  E.  Lutterlogh, 
deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  endorfed  by  him  to  the  faid  capt.  Palky ; 
the  pay-mafter-general  to  be  accountable. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims  at  the  treafury  report, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  adminiftrators  of  Samuel  Allen,  deceafed, 
for  hire  of  his  waggon  and  team,  from  the  4th  of  Sept.  to  the  4th  of 
Dec.  1776,  92  days,  at  2|  dols,  245-|3.  dols.  and  for  the  four  horfes, 
•waggon,  geers  and  cloth,  which  by  certificate,  appear  to  have  been  de- 
tained in  the  fervice  after  his  deceafe,  and  never  returned  to  his  heirs, 
&c.  appraifed  at  408  dols.  which  laft  fum  is  to  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  quarter-mafter-general  ;  alfo  for  expenies  incurred  on 
York-lfland,  as  by  account  and  certificate,  7||-  dols.  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  661-^  dollars: 

To  John  Campbell,  the  fum  of  1 243|.§  dols.  for  col.  George  Morgan's 
draught  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  in  favour  of  col.  William  Craw- 
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ford,  being"  for  provlfioi's  flored  at  Fort-Pitt,  which  order,  ordraueiit, 
is  adigncd  over  to  the  laid  C'dmpbell  ;  the  laid  col.  G.  Morgan  to  be 
accountable  ; 

To  Simon  tsf  Campbell,  the  fum  of  302  dols.  for  arms  fold  to  col. 
William  Crawford,  for  the  ufe  of  the  I  3th  Virginia  regiment,  as  per 
col.  Crawford's  order  on  the  board  of  treafury  ;  the  laid  ccl.  Crawford 
to  be  accountable : 

Ordered^  Tliat  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  and  one,  of  the  1 4th,  from  major-gen.  Heath, 
at  Bofton,  were  read,  the  former  enclofing  copies  of  fundry  letters  that 
pafTed  between  him  and  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  and  a  letter  from 
lord  Napier  and  lieutenant-colonel  Anftruther : 

Ord  red,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  on  the  letters  from 
the  committee  at  camp,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poflponed 
till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morroAV. 

Thursdat,  February  26,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  captains  and  commanders 
of  privateers,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  by- 
land  or  water,  taking  care  not  to  infringe  or  violate  the  laws  of  na- 
tions or  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  directed 
"  To  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  prefidentof  the  Congrefs,"  with  three 
papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five: 

The  members  chofen,  INIr.  Lovell,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Lee  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Major-general  Gates  fent  to  Congrefs  fundry  letters,  and  among 
them,  one,  of  the  9th,  from  major-general  Philips ;  Avhich  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  lafi:  be  referred  to  the   foregoing  committtee. 

Sundry  letters  to  the  board  of  war,  from  the  northern-department, 
being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  the  board  of  war,  v,as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  and  the  letters  which  paffed 
between  him  and  gen.  Howe,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners, 
and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  Congrefs,  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  gen. 
Wadungton  to  gen.  Howe,  of  the  10th  of  this  month,  that  he  has  con- 
fented  to  the  propofitions  of  gen.  Howe  to  the  following  efFedl :  "  that 
an  exchan;',e  of  all  prifoners,  now  In  our  polfeffion,  officer  lor  officer, 
foldier  for  foUfKr  and  citizen  for  citizen,  lb  far  as  number  and  rank  will 
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apply,  be  carried  into  execution,  as  expeditioufly  as  the  nature  of  the 
caL  will  admit,  and  without  regard  to  any  controverted  point,  which 
might  prove  an  impediment  to  lb  defirable  an  end:" 

And,  whereas,  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  of  Deo.  laft, 
a  releafe  of  pj-ifoners  in  the  power  of  thefe  ftates  cannot  take  place  be- 
fore the  account  of  all  provifions  and  other  neceffaries,  which  have  been 
fupplied  by  the  public  to  fuch  prifoners,  are  liquidated  and  difcharged  : 

And,  whereas,  it  is  the  wifli  of  Congrefs  to  accomplifli  the  defirable 
purpofe  of  exchanging  the  prifoners  without  unneceffary  delay  : 

Resolved^  That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  the  feveral  legillatures  or  fu- 
preme  executive  authorities  of  the  refpedlive  ftates,  for  fuch  accounts 
of  money,  provifions  and  other  neceffaries,  which  they  have  fupplied  to 
prifoners  taken  by  the  United  States  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  as  have  not  been  already  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  that  they  be 
requefted  to  make  up  the  faid  accounts  to  the  firft  day  of  March  next, 
and  tranftPiit  them  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  to  the  commiffioners  of  claims 
at  the  board  of  treafury  :  that  the  accounts  of  each  Rate,  from  New- 
Hamplhire  to  Virginia,  inclulive,  be  fent  to  the  faid  commiffioners  on 
or  before  the  15th  day  of  April  next,  and  of  the  other  flates,  on  or 
before  the  1ft  day  of  June  next,  and  that  the  refpeilive  ftates  fuftain 
the  loffes  which  may  arife  from  detaining-  fuch  accounts  longer  than 
the  time  herein  allowed  them  for  rendering  the  fame. 

Resolved^  That  all  officers  in  the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter, 
pay-mafter,  and  clothier-general,  and  commiffaries  of  provifions  and. 
prifoners,  the  commiffioners  of  accounts  and  other  officers,  who  m ay- 
have  accounts  or  charges  of  money,  provifions  or  other  neceffaries  In 
their  refpeftive  offices,  for  fupplies  furniQied  the  faid  prifoners,  be  di- 
refted  to  fend  fuch  accounts  to  the  commiffioners  of  claims  at  the 
board  of  treafury,  on  or  before  the  l5th  day  of  April  next,  and  that 
they  refpeftively  fuftain  the  loffes  that  may  arife  from  a  neglecl:  hereof: 

That  the  commiffioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  prepare  the  faid  ac- 
counts for  adjuftment  v/lthout  delay,  and  that  no  exchange  of  prifoners  be 
made  until  the  balance  due  thereon  to  the  United  States  is  difcharged. 

Three  o'clock^  P.   31. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  In  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  Iffue  on  the  treafurer  In  favour  of  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce,  for  20,000  dollars,  advanced  upon  their  applica- 
tion, for  the  purpofe  of  loading  with  rice  the  ffilp  Flammand,  ordered 
to  South-Carolina  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Archibald  Steel,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  for 
the  troops  at  Fort-Pitt,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letters  and  papers  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  camp,  and 
thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  the  well-being  and  fafety  of  thefe  ftates  require  that  a 
powerful  army  be  early  brought  into  the  field.  effi;ctually  to  oppofe  and 
defeat  the  public  enemies  thereof:  and  v.'hereas  by  the  aftual  invafion 
of  fome  of  the  faid  ftates,  and  the  local  circumftances  of  others,  it 
would  be  inexpedient  and  unreafonable  to  draw  forth  from  all  of  them. 

Vol.  IV.  M 
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their  full   proportion    of  the  continental  battalions,  according  to  the 
eflablifhment  heretofore  fettled  and  apportioned  in  Congrefs  : 

Resolved,  That  the  feveral  dates  hereafter  named  be  required  forth- 
Avith  to  fill  up  by  draughts  from  their  militia,  or  in  any  other  way 
that  fliall  be  eifeclual,  their  refpeftive  battalions  of  continental  troops, 
according  to  the  following  arrangement,  viz. 


New-Ham  pfliire, 
MaffachuftJtts-Bay,  15 


Pennfylvania,  10 

Delaware,  1 


Rhode-Ifland,  Sec.  1      Maryland  8  including 


Conneclicut,  8 

New-York,  5 

New-Jerfey,  4 


the  German  battalion. 
Virginia,  1 5 

North-Carolina,  9 

That  all  perfons  draughted,  fliall  ferve  in  the  continental  battalions 
of  their  refpcctive  flates  for  the  fpace  of  nine  months,  from  the  time 
they  (hall  refpedively  appear  at  the  feveral  places  of  rendezvous  here- 
after-mentioned, unlefs  fooner  difcharged  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  appoint  officers  to 
fuperintend  the  making  and  forwarding  the  faid  draughts,  and  to  di- 
rect inch  fuperintendants  to  procure  complete  lifts  of  the  men  draught- 
ed, with  a  defcription  of  their  perfons,  their  age,  ftature,  the  places 
of  their  abode,  and  the  regiment  and  company  from  which  they  fliall 
have  been  draughted,  and  to.  forward  the  fame  to  the  commiffioners 
hereafter-mentioned,  who  fliall  tranfmit  an  exact  copy  thereof  to  the 
commander  in  chief. 

And  to  the  end,  the  commiffioners  may  be  enabled  the  better  to 
execute  their  bulinefs,  and  the  men  draughted  as  aforefaid,  may  be 
fent  to  the  faid  places  of  rendezvous  with  the  greater  fafety  and.  ex- 
pedition : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  require 
their  feveral  militia-officers,  by  whom  any  men  fliall  have  been  draught- 
ed, to  deliver  to  the  faid  fuperintendants  fuch  defcriptive  lifts  of  the 
men  by  them  refpeftively  draughted  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid  ;  and 
further,  to  direft  the  faid  fuperintendants  to  make  fimilar  lifts  of  the 
men  by  them,  from  time  to  time,  fent  to  the  places  of  rendezvous, 
and  take  receipts  for  fuch  men  upon  the  faid  lifts  from  fuch  officers  as 
they  fhall  appoint  to  conduct  them  as  aforefaid,  and  forward  copies  of 
fuch  lifts  and  receipts  to  the  faid  comniiffioners  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  faid  ftates  to  appoint  one 
or  more  commiffioners,  to  refide  at  the  faid  places  of  rendezvous,  for 
the  purpofe  of  receiving  the  draughts  of  their  refpeftive  ftates,  and 
delivering  them  over  to  the  continental  officers,  who  may  be  appoin- 
ted by  the  commander  in  chief,  there  to  receive  them  ;  and  further,  to 
direct  their  refpeftive  commiffioners  to  give  receipts  for  fuch  draught- 
ed men  as  fliall  be  delivered  to  them,  and  make  out  fuch  defcriptive 
lifts  as  aforefaid  of  the  men  by  them,  from  time  to  time,  delivered  over 
to  fuch  continental  officers,  and  .take  receipts  thereon  from  them,  and 
tranfmit  copies  of  fuch  lifts  and  receipts  to  the  commander  in  chief  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  make  provifion  for 
their  draughted  men  upon  their  march  to  the  faid  places  of  rendezvous, 
and  that  the  ftates  be  allowed,  for  fuch  fubfiftence,  .jLth  part  of  a  dol- 
lar per  mile  for  each  man  aftual'y  marching  to  the  faid  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  no  more. 
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Resolved,  That  all  the  draughts  from  the  N.  England  ftates  fliall 
rendezvous  at  Fifk-Kill,  on  Hudfon's  river  ;  thole  of  N.  York  at  Eaft- 
town,  in  the  (late  of  I'ennfylvania  ;  thofe  of  N.  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware  and  Maryland,  at  camp  ;  thofe  of  Virginia,  at  Alexandria 
and  Sheppard's-town,  in  the  fame  ftate  ;  and  thofe  of  N.  Carolina,  at 
Pittfylvania  court-houfe  and  FeterfDiirgh,  in  Virginia  ;  unlefs  other- 
wife  direAed  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Resolved^  That  every  perfon  draughted  as  aforefaid,  who  fliall  fnp- 
ply  Iiimfelf  v/ith  a  good  firelock  and  bayonet,  a  cartouch-box,  haver- 
fack  or  blanket,  and  fiiall,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  fervice, 
produce,  to  the  proper  pay-mader,  a  certificate  from  his  captain,  or 
other  commanding-oiScer  of  his  company,  that  he  hath  been  conAantly 
provided  therewith,  fiiall  receive,  for  the  ufe  of  his  firelock,  bayonet 
and  cartouch-box,  tv\^o  dollars,  and,  for  the  ufe  of  his  blanket,  four 
dollars,  and  in  a  like  proportion  for  any  or  either  of  them.  And  in 
cafe  any  of  the  faid  articles  fiiall  be  loft  or  rendered  ufelefs  in  the  fer- 
vice,  without  the  negligence  or  fault  of  the  proprietor,  he  fhall  be  paid 
the  value  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  all  perfons,  in  whatever  way  procured,  for  fupplying 
the  deficiencies  in  the  continental  battalions,  unlefs  enlifted  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war,  be  confidered  as  draughts  ;  and  that  it  be  re- 
commended to  the  feveral  ftates  to  exert  themfelves  to  procure  recruits 
for  their  refpeftive  continental  battalions  by  enliftments  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  draughts  from  the  refpeftive  ftates  be 
difcharged  in  proportion  as  fuch  recruits  from  the  faid  ftates  fiiall  ioin 
the  army. 

And,  whereas,  experience  hath  proved  that  no  confidence  can  be 
placed  in  prifoners  of  war  or  defertcrs  from  the  enemy,  who  enlift  into 
the  continental  army  ;  but  many  loffes  and  great  mifchiefs  have  fre- 
quently happened  by  them  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  no  prifoners  of  war  or  deferters  from  the  enemy  be 
enlifted,  draughted,  or  returned  to  ferve  in  the  continental  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  inftrudl  and  dire(El  the  commiffary-gene- 
ral  of  prifoners  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  examine  all  officers 
and  any  of  the  privates  of  the  United  States,  that  fiiall  be  hereafter 
exchanged,  and  take  fuch  of  their  depofitions  as  may  be  neceffary  to 
ai"certain  the  treatment  our  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  have 
received  during  their  captivity,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Schuyler  at  Albany,  and  one,  of  the 
20th,  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  camp,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FiiiDAr,  February  27,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Putnam,  at  Weft-Point, 
on  Fludfon's-river,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  and, 
thereupon,  came  to  thi  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  a  few  deluded  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates,  prompted  thereto 
by  arts  of  the  eneniy,  have  airociated" together,  for  the  purpofe  of  fciz- 
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ing  and  fecretly  conveying  to  places  in  poffeffion  of  the  Britifli  forces, 
fuch  of  the  loyal  citizens,  officers  and  foldiers  of  thefe  dates,  as  may 
fall  into  their  power  ;  and  being  affifted  by  parties,  furnifhed  by  the 
enemy,  have,  in  feveral  inftances,  carried  their  nefarious  defigns  into 
execution  ;  and  fuch  praftices  being  contrary  to  their  allegiance  as  fub- 
jefts,  and  repugnant  to  the  rules  of  war  ; 

Resolved.)  That  whatever  inhabitant  of  thefe  dates  fliall  kill  or  feize, 
or  take  any  loyal  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  and  convey  him,  her  or 
them,  to  any  place  within  the  power  of  the  enemy,  or  fliall  enter  into 
any  combination  for  fuch  purpofe,  or  attempt  to  carry  the  fame  into 
execution,  or  hath  affifted  or  fiiall  affift  therein  ;  or  ffiall,  by  giving  in- 
telligence, afting  as  a  guide,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever,  aid  the 
enemy  in  the  perpetration  thereof,  he  ffiall  fufFer  death  by  the  judg- 
ment of  a  court-martial,  as  a  traitor,  afTaftln  and  fpy,  if  the  offence  be 
committed  within  70  miles  of  the  head-quarters  of  the  grand  or  other 
armies  of  thefe  dates,  where  a  general-officer  commands. 

In  paffing  the  above  refolution  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required,  and 
are  as  follows  : 

New-Hampshire.,         Mr.  Frost.,  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay.)    Mr.   Gerry,  ay  ?     ^ 

Mr.   Lovell,  ay  5 


% 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut) 


New-Tork) 
Nevj-'Jersey, 

Pennsylvania) 


DelaivarC) 
Maryland) 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina) 
Georgia) 


Mr.  Ellery) 

Mr,  Dyer,  ay  | 

Mr.   Wolcott,  no  V 

Mr.  tluntington,  no  j 

Mr.  LeiviS)  ay  J> 

Mr.   Clark)  no  ? 

Mr.  Sciidder,  ay  3 

Mr.    Roberdeau,  ay^ 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  no  t 

Mr.   James  Smith,  ay  f 

Mr.   Clingan.)  ay  J 

Mr.   M'Kean)  ay  ^ 

Mr.  ForbeS)  ay  > 

Mr.   Henry,  ay  5 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay  I 

Mr.   Harvie,  ay  3 

Mr.   Penn,  ay  J; 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay  > 

Mr.   Paiigtuorthy)  ay') 

Mr.   JVood,  ay  3 


«J 


And,  whereas,  fmall  parties  of  the  enemy,  encouraged  by  the  evil 
difpodtions  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  dates,  may  makeexcur- 
fions  into  the  country,  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned,  or  others  not 
warranted  by  the  cudom  of  war  : 

Ordered,  That  gen.  Wafliington  determine  and  publiffi,  in  fuch  way 
as  he  diall  deem  proper,  the  number  under  which  no  party  of  the  enemy 
fliall  be  fuffered  to  go  beyond  their  lines,  on  pain,  if  taken,  of  being 
treated  as  marauders  and  puniffied  with  death. 

Resolved)  That  a  company  of  bakers  be  raifed,  to  bake  bread  for 
the  army ;  the  company  to  confid  of 
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One  director,  at  50  dollars  a-month  and  3   rations  a-day, 

Three   fub-direftors,   at  40  do.  -  2  do. 

Twelve  foremen,         at  30  do.     -  -      1   do. 

Sixty  bakers,  at  24  do.  -  1    do. 

That  the  company  be  enlifted  for  one  year  from  the  day  of  their 
cnliftment,  and  be  fubjeft  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war: 

That  each  foreman  and  baker  have  the  fame  clothing  as  is  allowed 
to  non-commillioned  officers  in  the  continental  fervice  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  appoint  the  director  and  fob- 
directors,  and  caufe  the  company  to  be  railed  and  fet  to  work  with  the 
utmofl:  difpatch. 

A  letter,  of  the  4Lh,  from  governor  Livingfton,  of  New-Jerfey,  at 
Lebanon-Valley,  was  read. 

Orde7-edy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;   whereupon. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Archi- 
bald Steel,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  for  30,000  dollars,  advan- 
ced him  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
quarter-mafter-general's  department  in  the  weftern-diftrift  ;  major- 
general  Mifflin,  quarter-mafter-general,  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  re- 
commendation to  the  United  States,  to  fet  apart  a-day  of  falling,  hu- 
miliation and  prayer  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.oberdeau,  Mr'.  Huntington  and  Mr. 
Scudder.  — -»+«» — 

Three  o'clock^   P.   M. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  fyftem  of  the  commiffary  of  purchafes,  and  fome  progrefs  being 
made  therein. 

Ordered.^  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponeJ  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sa'Turdat,   February   28,    177S.  # 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  R.  R.  Wilford,  aid-de-camp  to  general 
Burgoyne,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from 
lieutenant-general  Burgoyne. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  ma- 
rine-committee, for  5000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Nathaniel  Shaw, 
Efq;  continental  agent  in  Gonneclicut: 

That  a  warrant  iffue   on  John  Lawrence,   Efq;  com'miffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  in  favour  of  the  ma- 
rine-committee, for  3  5,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  laid  Na 
thaniel  Shaw,  Efq;  for  which  two  fums   the  faid  marine-committee  arc 
to  be  accountable. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  and  after  debate, 
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Orde7-ed,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  ; 

The  iTicmbers  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  M'Kean  and 
Mr.  Clark. 

Ordered^  That  the  warrant  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-ofEce  in 
the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  the  24th  of  Jan.  laft,  in  favour  of  his 
excellency  governor  Livingfton,  for  10,000  dollars,  be  paid  in  prefer- 
ence to  any  other  warrant  previoufly  ilTued  on  the  faid  commiffioner, 
and  that  the  money  be  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  premiums 
for  apprehending  deferters,  as  well  as  of  recruiting  the  continental  bat- 
talions raifed  by  the  fa^id  ftate  : 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  ifl'iie  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  dele- 
gates of  New-Jerfey,  for  5000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  trai\fmitted  to 
governor  Livingfton,  for  the  purpoies  mentioned  in  the  preceding  or- 
der ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  and  remonRrance  from  the  juftices  and  field-officers  of 
the  county  of  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  county,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafiiry  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  William 
Buchanan,  Efq;  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  for  12,000  dols.  for 
the  ufe  of  the  middle-diftricl  of  his  department  ;   he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of 
the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  for  3500  dollars,  advanced  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  Mr.  John  Penn  ;   the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mono  AT,   March   2,    17.78. 

A  letter,  of  February  28th,  from  Richard  R.  Wilford,  aid-de-camp 
to  lieutenant-p;eneral  Burgoyne,  was  read,  enclofing  a  lift  of  officers 
who  were  exchanged  by  gen.  Gates  at  Albany,  and  for  whom  gen. 
Burgoyne  requires  paffports  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  lift  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  the  faid  R.  R.  Wilford,  enclofing  one  from 
lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  was  read,  in  which  he  obferves,  that 
"  altho'  he  informed  the  prefident  that  the  contents  of  the  enclofed 
letter  v/as  dependent  upon  the  refolutions  Congrefs  might  come  to  with 
regard  to  the  firft  letter  delivered,  yet  as  this  only  concerns  lieutenant- 
general  Burgoyne  and  his  family,  he  conceives  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  Ly  it  before  Congrefs  now,  as  the  Congrefs  will  cohfider  them,  ei- 
ther together  or  feparately,  as  they  fee  juft,  and  it  will  alfo  ferve  to 
prevent  any  delays  that  may  arife  by  his  keeping  this  back,  until  their 
determination  with  refpeftto  the  other  is  known  :" 

The  letter  enclofed  from  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  dated  Cam- 
bridge, Feb.  11th,  1778,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  former  letter 
from  gen.  Burgoyne. 

A  letter,  of  February  25th,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  was  read, 
propofing  a  new  arraijgement  of  the  quarter-mafter-general's  depart- 
ment, and  recommending  perfons  to  execute  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid 
department  : 
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Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  arrang-ement  propofed  b)?;  the 
committee, 

Reso'.iH'd,  That  the  fame  be  adopted,  inftead  of  that  agreed  to  on  the 
5th  day  of  Feb.  and  that  there  be  one  quarter-mafter-general,  and  two 
ailiftant-quarter-mafters-general  : 

That  thefe  three  be  allowed,  for  their  trouble  and  expenm,  one  per 
cent,  upon  the  monies  iffued  in  the  department,  to  be  divided  as  they 
(hall  agree,  and  including  an  addition  to  the  pay  of  the  waggon-m after- 
general  and  his  deputy  : 

That  major-general  Greene  be  appointed  quarter-inafter-gcneral  : 

That  John  Cox  and  Charles  Pettit,  Efqrs;  be  appointed  affiilant 
quarcer-mafters-general  : 

That  the  forage-mafters,  waggon-maflers,  and  other  ofiicers  in  the 
department,  be  in  the  appointment  of  the  quarter-niafter-general,  who 
is  to  be  refponiible  for  their  conduft. 

Resolved^  That  major-general  Greene  retain  his  rank  of  major-ge- 
neral in  the  army. 

Resolved.)  That  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter-geperal, 
be  diredled  to  make  out  immediately  and  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  and  to 
major-general  Greene,  quarter-maflier-general,  a  ftate  of  the  prepara-' 
tions  for  the  next  campaign  in  tiie  quarter-mafter-general's  depart- 
ment, fpecifying  what  articles  are  in  readinefs,  where  depolited,  where 
engaged  and  in  what  quantities  ;  ftnd  that  he  deliver  or  caufe  the  fame 
to  be  delivered  to  major-general  Greene,  quarter-mafler-general,ot  his 
order. 

Whereas,  Dr.  Parke  and  one  Morton,  both  of  the  city  of  Philadel* 
phia,  the  former  fon-in-law  and  the  latter  ftep-fon  of  James  Pemberton, 
have  prefumed  to  undertake  a  journey  from  Philadelphia  to  Winchef- 
ter,  without  calling  at  head-quarters,  or  obtaining  permiffion  from  any- 
lawful  authority  : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  caufe  the  faid  Parke 
and  Morton  to  be  apprehended  and  confined  in  prifon  till  farther  orders. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  William 
Mountjoy,  pay-mafter  to  the  3d  Virginia  regiment,  for  6500  dollars, 
in  difcharge  of  the  order  of  Vv''illiam  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general, 
on  the  prelident,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Mountjoy,  for  that  fum,  dated 
camp,  the  23d  of  Feb.   1778  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiiirioners  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  col.  Kermovan,  for  1308  rations,  the  fum  of 
102f|  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Gates  be  requefted  to  lodge  among 
the  papers  of  Congrefs,  in  the  fecretary's  office,  the  original  letter  of 
general  Burgoyne  to  him,  dated  "  Public-houfe,  at  Cambridge,  No- 
vember 14,  1777." 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  petition  and  remonftrance  from  the 
juftices  and  field-officers,  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  in  Virginia, 
in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  county,  was 
referred,  report, 
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"That  the  circumfiances  attending  the  counties  of  Accomac  and 
Northampton,  in  the  flate  of  Virginia,  are  fuch  as  render  them  pecu- 
liarly lubjeft  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  and  that  there  being 
alfo  therein  a  large  quantity  of  continental  property,  imported  from 
foreign  parts,  and  no  guards  regularly  eftablilhed  for  the  proteftion 
thereof  until  removal,  it  is  expedient,  that  the  men,  raifed  by  draught 
or  otherwile,  in  the  faid  counties,  as  part  of  the  Virginia  quota  of 
troops,  be  ordered  to  remain  in  the  faid  counties,  fubjedlto  the  order 
of  gov.  Henry  and  the  council  of  Virginia,  who  are  requefled  to  em- 
body them  under  proper  officers  who  will  attend  to  their  government 
and  difcipline,  and  employ  them  in  protefting  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  other  military  fervices  until  the  farther  order  cf  Congrefs 
or  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that  the  memorial  of  fundry  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  counties,  on  the  fubjed  of  thefe  draughts,  be  fent  to  gov.  Hen- 
ry, to  be  laid  before  the  affembly  of  that  flate  for  their  coniideration, 
and  that  they  be  requefled  to  take  meafures  for  the  fafe -guard  and  pro- 
tection of  the  faid  counties  in  cafe  the  faid  draughts  fliall  be  ordered 
to  join  the  army:" 

Resolved.^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  gen.  Heath, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  prefident  write  to  gen.  Heath,  and  inform  him, 
that  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention  of  Congrefs  that  gen.  Burgoyne 
fliould  be  prevented  from  communicating  to  lord  Howe,  or  the  com- 
manding-officer of  the  Britifh  fliips  in  the  harbour  of  Newport,  the  in- 
telligence of  the  adl  of  Congrefs  detaining  the  troops  of  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga,  until  it  fliall  be  ratified  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain  : 

That  gen.  Heath  be  directed  to  permit  lieutenant-colonel  Anftru- 
ther,  of  the  62d  Britifii  regiment,  to  go  on  his  parole  to  R.  Ifland,  in 
order  to  negociate  an  exchange  forhimfelf;  provided,  that  if  col.  Ethan 
Allen  fliall  not  have  been  exchanged  for  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell, 
no  exchange  but  col.  Ethan  Allen  fhall  be  accepted  for  col.  Anftruther. 

Whereas,  it  is  efTential  to  the  operations  of  the  army  during  the  next 
campaign,  that  the  mofl  vigorous  meafures  fhould  forthwith  be  adop- 
ted for  the  forming  a  body  of  horfejUpon  fuch  principles  as  are  moft  like- 
ly to  advance  thepublicinteren:  andthehonor  of  the  officers  and  men  who 
compofe  the  fame  ;  and  whereas,  in  times  of  public  danger,  when  the 
lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  a  free  people  are  threatened  by  a  fo- 
reujjn  and  barbarous  enemy,  it  is  the  duty  of  thofe,  who  enjoy  in  a  pe- 
culiar degree  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  of  a  cultivated  underflanding,  to 
{land  forth  in  a  difintereiled  manner  in  defence  of  their  country,  and 
by  a  laudable  example  to  roufe  and  animate  their  countrymen  to  deeds 
v;orthy  of  their  brave  anceffors,  and  of  the  facred  caufe  of  freedom  : 

Resolved.,  That  it  be  eai-nefllv  recommended  to  the  young  gentle- 
men of  property  and  fpirit,  in  the  flates  of  N.  HampHure,  MalTachu- 
fetts-B?.y,  R.  Ifland,  Connedicut,  N.  York,  N.  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  forthwith  to  confli- 
tute,  within  their  refpedive  flates,  a  troop  or  troops  of  light-cavalry, 
to  ferve  at  their  own  expenfe  (except  in  the  article  of  provifions  for 
themfelves  and  forage  for  their  horfes,)  until  the  3  Ifl  day  of  Dec.  next : 

That  each  troop,  lb  to  be  raifed,  confifl  of  not  lefs  than  20,  nor  mors 
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than  60  rank  and  file ;  that  they  have  a  right  to  choofe  their  own  of- 
ficers, who  Ihall  receiv#continental  commiffions  ;  and  that  they  rendez- 
vous at  the  main  army  on  the  iPcday  of  May  next,  or  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, if  poiTible  : 

That,  in  order  to  excite  a  proper  fpirit  of  enuilation  in  thefe  troops, 
and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  appropriating  that  fame-  which  their 
rcfpeftive  merits  may  entitle  them  to,  during  the  campaign,  each  troop 
Ihall  bear  the  name  of  the  fiate  in  which  it  is  ralfed  : 

That  thefe  troops,  when  raifed,  fliall  not  ferve  as  expreffes,  except  in 
time  of  a'ftion,  nor  as  efcorts  to  the  perfons  of  any  general  except  that 
of  the  comm.ander  of  the  army  with  whom  they  ferve,  unlefs  with  their 
own  choice  : 

That  every  horfe  which  fliall  be  killed,  and  every  horfe,  and  all  arms 
and  accoutrements,  which  Ihall  be  taken  by  the  enemy  in  aftion,  fliall 
be  paid  for  by  the  United  States;  the' value  to  be  afcertained  under 
the  dii-tftion  of  the  commander  in  chief ;  and  all  booty,  taken  from  the 
enemy,  Ihall  belong  to  the  troop  by  whom  it  Ihall  be  taken. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  ref- 
pective  ftates  to  countenance  and  encourage  this  defign  ;  and  that  the 
board  of  war  tranfmit  to  them  forthwith,  copies  of  the  foregoing  re- 
folutions,  together  with  a  defcriptive  lift  of  the  accoutrements  necef- 
fary  for  man  and  horfe. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne  to  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  dated  the  11th  of  Feb.  with  the 
papers  enclofed,  was  referred,  report, 

"  That  they  have  carefully  perufed  and  duly  confidered  the  letter 
and  papers,  and  are  of  opinion  that  nothing  therein  contained  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  Congrefs  to  recede  from  their  refolves  of  the  8th  day 
of  Jan.  laft,  refpecting  the  convention  of  Saratoga  :" 

Resolved,  Tliat  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000 
dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  deputy- 
pay-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  i-efpe6ling-  the  northern-de- 
partment be  referred  back  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to 
order  fuch  difpofitions  of  the  troops  there  as  they  judge  moft  effedlual 
to  fecure  the  important  paffes  on  Hudfon's-river  and  the  pofts  and 
countries  to  the  northward. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuns^yAr,  March  3,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  from  Connefticut  be  added  to  the  marine- 
committee  :   The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Huntington. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  R.  Harris  to  William  Buchanan,  Efq;  refpecling 
fait,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  r^ad  : 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  1  ith  of  Feb. 
from  lleutenant-g'eneral  Burgoyne,  marked  number  2,  with  a  paper 
enclofed,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-o'enei'-al  Burgoyne,  on  account  of  his  ill 
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ftate  of  health,  have  kavc  to  embark  for  England  by  R.  Ifland,  or  any 
more  expeditious  route,  with  the  officers  of  his  family  and  his  fervants  ; 
that  gen.  Heath  furnlfli  the  neceffary  paffports,  accepting  a  parole 
from  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  lieutenant-colonel  Kingfton,  and 
Dr.  Wood,  "  that  fliould  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  of  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga  be  by  any  means  prolonged  beyond  the  time  an- 
prehended,  thole  officers  will  return  to  America,  upon  demand  and  due 
notice  given,  and  will  re -deliver  themfelves  into  the  power  bf  Congrefs, 
unlefs  regularly  exchanged." 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Willoe,  of  the  8th  regiment,  be  furnifhed  with 
a  paffport  to  return  to  Canada,  by  way  of  Halifax,  in  Nova-Scotia, 
under  the  reftriction  of  the  parole  given  by  the  Canadian  troops  in  the 
convention  of  Saratoga,  till  he  fliall  be  regularly  exchanged. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  grant  the  paffports  requefted 
by  gen.  Burgoyne  for  capt.  Vigors  of  the  29th  regiment,  lieutenant 
Wheat  of  the  20th,  or  lieutenant  Bibby  of  the  24th. 

The  committee  alfo  report  upon  the  letter  from  lieutenant  Wilford, 
aid-de-camp  to  gen.  Burgoyne,  which  was  referred  to  them,  "  That 
lieutenant  Wilford  be  permitted  to  deliver  to  the  board  of  war  dupli- 
cates of  the  papers  by  him  preiented  to  Congrefs,  and  that  the  board 
be  dire&ed  to  forward  them  to  gen.Wafliington,  to  be  tranfmitted  by 
a  flag  to  gen.  Howe  without  delay,  but  that  lieutenant  Wilford  be 
not  permitted  perfonally  to  convey  the  duplicates  either  to  general 
Waffiington  or  general  Howe  :" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Mr.  Harvie  laid  before  Congrefs  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  one  of 
the  committee  at  camp,  relative  to  the  purchafe  of  provifions  for  the 
army  :  ' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  direfted  to  acquaint  lord  Napier,  and 
a^  other  officer  who  may  apply  for  liberty  to  go  within  the  enemy's 
ports,  to  negociate  a  perfonal  exchange,  that  Congrefs  do  not  think  it 
expedient  to  continue  to  grant  paffports  for  that  purpofe,  as  fuch  ex- 
change may  be  efiedled  in  the  cuftomary  way. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-^m^m^- 

Wednesdat,  March  4,    1778. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims  report. 

That  there  is  due  to  Mofes  Young,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk  in  the 
fecretary's  office,  from  the  21ft  of  July,  1777,  to  the  28th  of  Auguft 
following,  the  fum  of  52  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  Efq;  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  100,000 
dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quarter-maf- 
ter-general  at  Peeks-Kill,  for  the  ufe  of  the  quarter-mafter-general's 
department  ;  major-general  MiiRin,  late  quarter-mafter-general,  to  be 
accountable  : 
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Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  J. 
Harvie,  for  70^-1  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  his  expenfes  as  one  of 
•  the  committee  from  Congrefs  to  head-quarters  ;  and  that  another  war- 
rant iffue  in  his  favour  for  1800  dollars  advanced  up6n  his  application ; 
for  which  lall  fum  the  ftate  of  ,Virginia  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  February  the  10th,,from  Jeremiah  Wadfv/orth  to  gene- 
ral Mifflin,  and  one,  of  the  21ft  of  February,  from  H.  Hughes  to  A. 
Butler,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  20th  of 
February,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  having  made  report,  the  fame 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  empoAvered,  if  he  think  it  pru- 
dent and  proper,  to  employ  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  a  body 
of  Indians,  not  exceeding  400  ;  and  that  it  be  left  to  him  to  purfue 
fuch  meafures  as  he  judges  bed  for  procuring  them,  and  to  employ 
them  when  procured,  in  fuch  way  as  will  annoy  the  enemy  without  fuf- 
fering  them  to  injure  thofe  who  are  friends  to  the  caufe  of  America. 

The  board  of  war  having  alfo  reported  on  the  letters  and  papers  i-e- 
lative  to  the  defence  of  the  poft^^  on  Hudfon's-river,  and  the  obftruc- 
tions  and  works  to  be  made  and^oi^cted  under  the  direftion  of  gover- 
nor Clinton  ;  it  was  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  regulation  of  the  wages  of  artificers  not  enlifted 
into  the  continental  fervice,  be  left  to  governor  Clinton's  difcretion  : 

That  the  eight  iron  field-cannon  mounted,  and  the  23  not  mounted, 
with  the  66  pieces  of  different  calibres,  brought,  and  bringing  from 
Ticonderoga,  be  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  governor  Clinton,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  paffes  on  Hudfon's-river  ; 

That  the  governor  be  affifted  by  the  artificers  in  Albany  and  elfe- 
where  on  that  river,  in  flocking  the  guns,  and  that  he  have  authority  to 
purchafe  all  other  neceffary  cannon  for  the  defence  of  the  paffes  on  the 
faid  river,  wherever  the  fame  can  be  procured. 

Ordered,  That  the  clothier-general  fend  an  affiftant  clothier  to  be 
ftationed  with  the  continental  army  on  Hudfon's-river,  to  fuperintend 
the  procuring  and  diftribution  of  clothing,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that 
the  commanding-officer  take  fuch  order  as  to  the  clothing  the  troops 
and  artificers  as  exigencies  require  : 

That  the  iffuing-commiffary  of  the  army  ftationed  on  or  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Hudfon's-river,  for  the  defence  thereof,  have  authority,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  commanding-officer,  to  draw  for  fupplles  of  pro- 
vifions  on  the  purchafing-commiffaries  in  the  eaftern  or  northern-dif- 
tridls,  as  exigencies  and  the  pofition  of  the  troops  may,  from  time  to 
time  require,  taking  fpecial  care  not  to  interfere  with  any  fupplies 
coming  forward  to,  or  intended  for  the  grand  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  other  parts  of  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the 
board  of  war,  that  they  may  give  fuch  orders  thereon  as  they  judge 
neceffary  and  proper  refpedling  the  plans  of  the  forts  and  batteries, 
and  other  matters  incidental  thereto  ;  and  alfo  give  fuch  direftions  to 
colonel  Radiere  as  the  good  of  the  fervice  requires,  agreeable  to  the 
rules  eftabliPaed  in  the  army. 
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A  letter  from  A.  Butler  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs,  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thursdat,  Illarcb  5,    1778. 
Resolved.,  That  the  continental  agents  inN.  Carolina  and  S.  Caro- 
lina be  refpeiSlively  directed,  on  the  application  of  col.  Kermovan,  to 
allow  him  a  free  palTage  to  France,  in  any  continental  vefTel  that  may 
offer  from  either  of  the  polls. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  the  board  of  war,  with  one  of  the  27th  of 
Feb.  from  gov.  Johnfon,  of  Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  tliey  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr.  Gerry. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
the  25th  of  Feb.  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  relative  to  the 
allowance  to  clerks  for  ttie  faid  oflice,  report,  "  that  conlidering  the 
unavoidable  expenfes  of  the  officers  attending  Congrefs,  and  that  ca- 
pable and  confidential  perfons  lliould  be  obtained  for  the  purpofe,  they 
are  of  opinion,  that  75  dollars  a-month  be  allowed  to  the  clerks  i^t  the. 
fecretary's  office  ;  the  fame  to  the  fir,!!;  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  board 
of  treafury,  of  war  and  ordnance  Jkji  the  marine-board  ;  and  that  65 
dollars  a-month  be  allowed  to  fecond  clerks  in  the  faid  offices  : 

That  Belcher  P.  Smith  and  John  Thaxter,  clerks  in  the  fecretary's 
office,  receive  the  pay  of  75  dollars  from  the  6th  of  Feb.  laft:" 
Resolved^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 
The  committee  on   the  treafury  brought  in   a  report  ;   Avhereupon, 
Resolved,  That  two  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 
That  the  bills  ffiall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emiffion  directed  on  the  16th  of  Feb.  laft,  be  numbered 
from  the  laft  number  of  each  refpective  denomination  of  that  emiffion 
progreffively,  and  confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

92^034 
-  123,072 
153,S40 
184,608 
215,376 
246,160 
61,540 
923,100 


30,768   of 

3 

dollars  each, 

30,768  of 

4 

do. 

30,768   of 

5 

do. 

30.768   of 

6 

do. 

30,768   of 

7 

do. 

30,770  of 

8 

do. 

30,770   of 

2 

do. 

30,770  of 

30 

do. 

2,000,000 
That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  and  of  .the 
infpectoVs  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the  emiffion  directed  on 
the  10th  of  May  laft,  fiiall  extend  to  the  faid  two  millions  now  to  be 
emitted,  fubject,  however,  to  fuch  directions  and  inftruclions  as  the 
board  of  treafury -may  judge  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  50,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Hugh  Hughes,  deputy  quarter-m af- 
ter-general at  Fiih-Kill,  for  the  ufe  of  the  quarter-maftcr-general's  de- 


MARCH  1778.  97 

partment ;  major-general  MifHin,  late  qtiarter-mafler-gencral,  to  be 
accountable : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  cf  William  Palfrey, 
Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  for  149,50 l|5.^ollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  de- 
parynent  ;  he  to  be  acdbuntable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafnrer  in  favour  of  the  tleleo-ates  of 
S.  Carolina,  for  20,246  dollars,  advanced  upon  the  application  of  the 
hon.  Henry  Laurens,  to  difchar^je  tv/o  bills  drawn  by  his  excellency 
John  Rutledge,prefiaent  of  S. Carolina ;  the  faidftate  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  commillioner  of  the 
continental  loan-oftice  in  the  ftate  cf  Ccnneclicnt,  for  75,000  dollars, 
in  favouriijpf  Jeremiah  Wadfv/orth,  deputy  quarter-maller-general,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  quarter-mafler-general's  department  ;  major-general 
Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafcer-general,  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  w'arrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of 
the  flate  of  Maryland,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  and  executive  council  of  the  faid  ftate,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  the  bounty  of  troops  to  be  raifed  in  that  ftate  for 
continental  fervice,  and  for  paying  the  premiums  for  taking  updefer- 
ters  from  the  army  ;  the  faid  gov-emor  and  council  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  wer^Peferred  fundry  letters  received  by 
the  committee  of  com.merce,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  Monday 
next. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  inftrufled  and  direcled,  to 
revife  the  commiflion  and  inftructions  heretofore  ordered  to  be  given 
to  the  commanders  of  priy.ateers  and  letters  of  marque  and  reprifals, 
and  the  refolutions  heretofore  paffed,  relative  to  captures  by  fea,  and 
report  fuch  a  form  of  a  commifTion,  and  fuch  inftructions,  as  they  judge 
proper  and  fuitable  to  our  prefent-circumftances. 

A  letter,  of  Feb.  the  27th,  from  gen.  Waihington,  and  an  extract 
of  a  letter  of  the  1  3th  of  the  fame  month,  from  gen.  Putnam  at  Weft- 
Point,  weraoread. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,   March   6,  1778. 

Ordered^  That  fo  much  of  gen,  Wadiington's  letter  of  Feb.  the  27th, 
as  relates  to  the  court-martial  on  the  officers  in  the  northern-depart- 
ment, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four: 

The  members  chofe«,  Mr.  Elleiy,  Mr.  James  Smith,  Mr.  Dyer  and 
Mr.  Lovell  : 

That  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  letter  as  relate  to  the  13th  Virginia  re- 
giment, and  the  ordering  col.  Harrifon's  regiment  of  artillery  to  camp, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  James  Wllkinfon,  was  read,  fetting  forth, 
that  he  is  "  informed  the  mark  of  diftinftion  conferred  on  him  has  oc- 
cafioned  a  diffatisfadion  in  the  army  ;."  tliat  "to  obviate  any  embar- 
raffment  which  may  refult  from  this  difpoiition,  by  the  confequent  re- 
fignation  of  officers  of  merit,  he  begs  leave  to  relinquifli  his  brevet  of 
brigadier,  wifliing  to  hold  no  commiffion  unlefs  he  can  wear  it  to  the 
honour  and  advantage  of  his  cnunlrv  ;"  and  that  "this  conducl,  how- 
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ever  repugnant  to  fafliionable  ambition,  he  finds  confident  with  thofe 
principles  on  which  he  early  drew  his  fword  in  the   prefent  conteft:" 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  for  26,000  dollars,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuflment  by  the  commifTioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  for  his  fervices  as  fecretary 
to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  from  the  17th  of  April,  1777,  to 
the  17th  of  Feb.  1778,  10  months,  at  70  dols.  per  month,  700  dollars  : 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Four  o'clock,  P.   IL 

A  letter,  of  the  ift,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Learning,  of  Cape-May  New-Jerfey,  was 
read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  enclofing  a  plan 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  corps  of  engineers,  and  one,  of  the  19th  of 
February,  from  general  Heath,  at  BoPcon,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Morris,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  pri- 
vateer Phcenix,  relative  to  a  Portuguefe  veffel  captured  by  the  faid  pri- 
vateer, was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Hun- 
tington and  Mr.  Forbes. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

~mlSB^^^*^ 

SAfuRDAT,   March  7,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th  of  Jan.  laft,  from  col.  W.  Cook,  of  the  1 2th 
Pennfylvania  regiment,  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  reugn  his  com- 
miflion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congrefs  the  following  inftruflions  to 
colonel  Nathaniel  Gift: 
"  SIR, 

*' You,  being  defignated  by  his  excellency  gen.  Wafliington,  to  go 
with  a  talk  to  the  Indian  nations,  on  the  borders  of  Virginia  and  the 
Carolinas,  with  a  view  to  fecure  them  in  the  intereft  of  thefe  fiates,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  proceed  therewith,  and  to  engage 
in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates,  for  the  next  campaign,  any  number  of 
Indians,  not  exceeding  200,  alfo  50  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
bordering  on  the  Indian  fettlements,  to  ferve  with  them,  under  officers 
whom  they  fliall  choofe  with  yoiir  approbation  5  felecling  for  this  fer- 
vice, as  far  as  poffible,  fuch  men  as  underftand  the  Indian  languages  : 
but,  befides  thefe,  you  are  to  engage  fo  many  interpreters  as  you  (liall 
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judge  necefTaiy,  not  exceeding  one  to  every  50  Indians  ;  thefe  Inter- 
preters fhould  be  men  proper  to  go  with  the  Indians  upon  any  mili- 
tary fervices  in  v/hich  they  fliall  be  employed ;  and  engaged  on  the 
beft  terms  in  your  power,  to  ferve  as  long  as  the  Indians  remain  in 
fervice.  As  an  encouragement  to  the  inhabitants  to  enlift,  and  to  en- 
able them  to  equip  themfelves  for  the  campaign,  you  are  to  give  each 
non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier,  a  bounty  of  20  dollars  :  thev  are 
to.  be  enlifted  to  ferve  for  fix  months  after  their  arrival  in  camp ;  and 
during  their  time  of  fervice,  which  is  to  commence  five  da)^s  before 
their  march  from  home,  the  officers  andfoldiers  ffiall  receive  thefamepay 
and  rations  as  officers  of  the  like  ranks  and  foldlers  in  the  continental 
army.  And  you  are  authorized  to  engage  the  Indians,  who  fliall  enter 
into  the  fervice  of  thefe  Rates,  a  proper  fupply  of  provlfions  and  fuch 
allowances,  in  goods  and  neceffaries,  as  ffiall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
flates  to  furnllh,  and  their  bravery  and  fervices  fliall  merit. 

"  To  enable  you  to  conduct  this  bufinefs  with  more  difpatch  and  ad- 
vantage, and  in  order  to  fupply  the  Indians  and  others  Avhorn  you  fhall 
engage  with  provlfions  and  other  necefl"aries,  you  are  to  get  an  affiftant 
on  the  beft  terms  you  can.  That  you  may  accomplifli  this  bufinefs 
with  the  greater  eafe  and  certainty,  the  agents  from  the  diffisrent  ftates, 
refiding  in  the  Indian  countries  for  the  managing  of  Indian  affairs,  are 
defired  and  dire6led  to  give  you  all-poffible  affiftance. 

"  In  order  to  fulfil  your  promifesto,  and  fatisfy  the  reafonable  expec- 
tations of  the  17  Indians  employed  laft  fummer  on  the  eaftern-fhore 
of  Maryland,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  purchafe  and  deliver  to 
each  of  them  fuch  articles  of  clothing.  Sec.  as  you  fliall  judge  indlfpen- 
fibly  neceffary. 

"  You  will  receive  herewith  5000  dollars,  for  defraying  the  expen- 
fes  which  you  fliall  neceffarlly  incur  in  the  profecution  of  the  bufinefs 
above-committed  to  you.  You  are  to  keep  an  account  of  your  expen- 
ditures of  money,  and  as  far  as  may  be,  getproper  vouchers  for  the  fame." 
Resohed^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  inftrudlions. 
The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  feve- 
ral  ftates,  for  fettlng  apart  a  day  of  faftlng,  humiliation,  and  prayer, 
brought  In  the  fame  ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

WHEREAS,  Almighty  God,  In  the  righteous  difpenfation  of  his 
providence,  hath  permitted  the  continuation  of  a  cruel  and  defolating 
war  in  our  land  ;  and  it  being  at  all  times  the  duty  of  a  people  to  ac- 
knowledge God  in  all  his  ways,  and  more  efpeclally  to  humble  them- 
felves before  him  when  evident  tokens  of  his  dlfpleafure  are  manifefted ; 
to  acknowledge  his  righteous  government ;  confefs,  and  forfake  their 
evil  ways  ;  and  implore  his  mercy  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica to  fet  apart  Wednefday,  the  22d  day  of  April  next,  to  be  obfer- 
ved  as  a  day  of  faftlng,  humiliation,  and  prayer  ;  that  at  one  tlm.e  and 
with  one  voice  the  inhabitants  may  acknowledge  the  righteous  dlfpen- 
fations  of  Divine  Providence,  and  confefs  their  iniquities  and  tranf- 
greffions,  for  which  the  land  mourneth  ;  that  they  may  Implore  the 
mercy  and  forgivenefs  of  God  ;  and  befeech  him  that  vice,  prophane- 
nefs,  extortion,  and  every  evil,  may  be  done  away  ;  and  that  we  may 
be  a  reformed  and  happy  people  ;  that  they  may  unite  in  humble  and 
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carnerc  fupplication  that  it  fflray  pleafe  Almighty  God  to  guard  and  de- 
fend us  againft  our  enemies,  and  give  vig-or  andfuccefs  to  our  military 
operations  by  lea  and  land  ;  that  it  may  pleaie  him  to  blefs  the  rulers 
and  people,  ftrengthen  and  aerpetuate  our  union,  and  in  tiis  own  good 
tiree  eftablifli  us  in  tlie  peaceable  enjoyment  of  our  rights  and  liber- 
ties ;  that  it  may  pleaie  him  to  blelV  our  fchools  and  feminaries  of 
learning,  ind  make  them  nurferies  or  true  piety,  virtue,  and  ufeful 
knowledge  ;  that  it  may  pleafe  him  to  caufe  the  earth  to  yield  its  in- 
creafe,  and  to  crown  the  year  with  his  goodnefso  ^ 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  to 
^ibftain,  en  that  day,  from  labour  and  recreation^ 

Eesohcd,  That  the  commander  in  chief  or  commander  oi  a  depart- 
ment fiiall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  fufpend  or  limit  the  power 
of  granting  furloughs  cr  leave  of  abfence,  and  to  referve  it  wholly  to 
himfelf,  or  impart  it  to  fuch  ofxicer  or  officers  under  him  as  he  thinks 
fit,  according  as  he  fliall  judge  the  good  of  the  fervice  requires ;  and 
that  no  officer,  under  colour  or  pretence  of  authority  to  him  granted 
by  the  2d  article  of  the  4th  feftion,  or  any  other  article,  in  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war,  prefume  to  grant  any  furlough  or  leave  of  ab fence- 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commander  of  a 
department,  on  pain  of  being  puniflied  for  difobedience. 
■  The  medical-committee  report,  "  that  they  have  carefully  examined 
and  confidered  the  feveral  allegations  and  teftimonies  for,  and  againft 
Dr.  William  Rickman,  deputy-direcloi'-general  in  the  fouthern-de- 
partment  ;  that,  notwithftanding,  it  appears  the  N.  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia troops  inoculated  by  the  laid  Dr.  Rickman  at  Alexandria,  fuf- 
fered,  in  general,  more  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  than  is  ufual,  and 
that  a  number  of  them  did  die  ;  yet,  as  the  committee  are  convinced  . 
that  it  was  impracticable  for  the  director  to  obtain,  in  feafon,  a  variety 
of  articles  for  their  due  accommodation  in  the  hofpitals,  as  many  of 
them  v/ere  badly  clothed,  and  all  had,  immediately  before  the  operation, 
undergone  a  long  and  fatiguing  march  at  a  feafon  of  the  year  when 
putrid  difeafes  generally  prevail  moR:  ;  as  from  a  regular  return  it  ap- 
pears that  moft  of  thofe  who  were  loft  died  of  a  putrid  fever  ;  as  the 
director  really  had  not  fufficlent  affiftance,  and  laftly,  as  one  of  the 
affiftants  of  the  name  of  Parker,  who  was  employed  from  the  neceffity 
of  the  cafe,  appears  to  have  greatly  abufed  the  confidence  and  truft 
repofed  in  him  by  the  direftor  ;  whence  a  great  part  of  the  evils  com- 
plained of  by  the  patients  may  have  arifen  ;  the  committee  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  Dr.  Rickman  ought  to  be  acquitted  of  the  charges  exhibited 
againft  him  ;  that  the  refolution  of  the  20th  day  of  Dec.  laft,  for  his 
fufpenfion,  be  repealed,  and  that  Dr.  Rickman  be  directed  to  repair 
immediately  to  his  department,  and  refurae  the  exercife  of  his  duty 
there  :" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treai\ny  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  Dr.Wil- 
liam  Rickman,  for  140  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  gov.  Cafwell's  draught 
on  the  treafurer,  dated  N.  Carolina,  June  the  11th,  1777,  in  favour 
of  Arell,  Copper  tf  Arell,  for  tliat  fum,  it  being  for  the  hire  of  horfes, 
carriages  and  other  necelTarics  I'urniQied  to  col.  d'Ertord  and  his  party 
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on  their  journey  from  that  flate  to  Philadelphia  ;  the  faid  col.  d'Erford 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  Avarrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  prefident, 
Henry  Laurens,  Efq;  for  2  147|-^  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  his  ac- 
count of  money  advanced  to  a  number  of  exprelfes,  and  a  further  fum 
of  2000  dollars,  advanced  for  the  pay  of  expreffes  and  other  contingent 
expenfes ;  for  which  fum  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treafury  report,  "  that  they  have  confidered  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Learning  referred  to  them,  and  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  faid  memorial  be  referred  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  fu- 
preme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  and  that  they  be  re- 
quefled  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  fait  taken  by  the  affiftant  commlf- 
fary  of  the  United  States,  or  loft  in  confequence  of  the  feizure,  and' 
the  fum  that  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  fame  ;  and  that  E.  Blaine. 
Efq;  deputy-commiffary -general  of  purchafes,  be  direfted  to  jDay  Mr. 
Leaming  the  amount  of  the  faid  fait,  upon  his  producing  a  certificate 
from  the  governor  and  council  aforefaid,fpecifying  the  fum  to  be  paid:" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  bills  of  exchange,  drawn 
by  the  late  William  Kennon,  on  John  Hancock,  Efq;  prefident  of  Con- 
grefs, and  moved,  that  an  order  pafs  for  the  payment  of  the  fame  : 

Resohed,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Wednefday 
next,  and  that  the  board  of  treafury  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  Blarch  9,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  February  20th,  from  brigadier  Parfons,  at  Weft-Point, 
with  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Doyle, 
•was  read : ' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  James  Smith. 

A  letter  of  Feb.  4th,  from  the  board  of  war,  at  Bofton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor  John- 
fon's  letter. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  pay-mafter 
of  the  northern-department,  with  an  eftimate  of  cafli  wanted  for  that 
department,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Feb.  24th,  from  colonel  W.  Aylett,  and  one,  of  Feb. 
28th,  from  colonel  Champion,  both  direded  to  W.  Buchanan,  Efq; 
commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  colonel  Aylett  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury  ;  and  that  the  letter  from  colonel  Champion  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  James  Smith  and  Mr. 
Harvie. 

A  letter  from  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  judge-advocate-general,  dated 
camp  at  White-Marfh,  November  18th,  1777,  and  dire(Sted  to  James 
Duane,  Efq;  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 
Vol.  IV.  O 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Paul  Turquand,  was  read  i 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  ;reafury. 

Four  ^o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  tcnimittee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  30,603  dol- 
lars, to  be  by  him  traafmitted  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  coun-" 
cil  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  to  reimburfc  them  that  fum  advanced  to 
Alexander  Rofe,  £fq;  ag;r£eably  to  the  rtquefl  of  the  board  of  treafury, 
by  a  letter  of  the  24th  of  January  laft  ;  thi  fdid  governor  and  council 
to  be  acountable  t 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieutenant  Tho- 
m.as  Hunt,  for  4423J'g-  dollars,  it  being  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn 
by  W.  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafler-general,  dnted  camp,  4th  inft.  on  the 
prelident  of  Congrcfs,  for  that  fum,  in  favour  of  captain  Peter  DoUi- 
ver,  for  the  ufe  of  colonel  Jackfon's  regiment  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter- 
general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Ananias  Hudfon, 
for  625  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  John  Aflie's  three  draughts  on  the 
treafurer,  dated  North-Carolina,  the  10th  of  May  laft  ;  one  in  favour 
of  captain  Benjamin  Stedman,  for  250  dollars,  one  in  favour  of  enfign 
John  Williams,  for  250  dollars,  and  the  other  in  favour  Jahleel  Smith, 
for  125  dollars  ;   the  ftate  of  North-Carolina  to  be  accountable. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due  to  John  Bene- 
zet,  1356  dollars,  for  his  falary  as  a  commiilioner  of  accounts  to  the 
8th  inftant,  included  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  Matthew  Irwin,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  captain  W.  Nichols,  was  read,  praying  for 
leave  to  relign  his  commiffion  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  9th,  from  col.  Hart- 
ley, refpedVmg  the  filling  up  his  regiment,  and  one  from  Dr.  Ammi  Ru- 
hamah  Cutter  to  Mr.  Froft,  praying  for  leave  to  refign,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Cutter  have  leave  to  refign  ;  that  the  letter  from 
captain  Nichols  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  and  the  letter  from 
colonel  Hartley  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  comm.ittee  of  foreign  affairs  be  direfted  to  make  a 
reafonable  allowance  to  baron  deHolzendorf  for  his  expenfes  to  France. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  colonel  Cham- 
pion, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Congrels  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  fyftem  of  the  commiffary,  and  fome  progrefs  being  made  therein, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDJT,  March   10,    1778. 
A  letter,   of  this  day,  from  John  Benezet,  was  read,  praying  for 
leave  to  refign  his  oSice  of  commiiuoner  of  claims  : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  the  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania, 
was  read,  reprefenting  that  "  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
fylvania are  ib  circumftanced  as  to  admit  the  return  of  the  prifoners 
fent  from  that  ftate  into  Virginia,  without  danger  to  the  common- 
wealth or  to  the  common  caufe  of  America  ;  that  the  dangerous  ex- 
ample Avhich  their  longer  continuance  in  banifhment  may  afford  on 
future  occafions  has  already  given  uneafinefs  to  fome  good  f.-iends  to 
the  independency  of  thefe  dates,"  and  reauefting,  "  if  Congrefs  liave 
no  other  reafons  for  continuing  tliem  in  Virginia  than  the  council  are 
acquainted  with,  that  fuch  orders  may  be  given  as  Oiall  put  thofe  peo- 
ple again  under  the  direAion  and  authority  of  the  prefident  and  coun- 
cil of  their  flate  ;"  and  further  defiring  to  be  informed  whether  Con- 
grefs have  any  objeftion  to  the  hon.  John  Penn  and  Benjamin  Chew, 
Efqrs;  being  likev^lfe  again  returned  under  the  authority  of  the  flate." 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  with  a  report  from  him 
on  removing  fome  officers  in  the  department  of  the  deputy  quai-ter- 
mafter  and  comraiffary  at  Princeton,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  "a  committee  of  tliree  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  W.  Patterfon,  Efq;  attorney-gefteral  of 
the  flate  of  N.  Jerfey,  was  read,  reprefenting  that  the  duties  of  his 
office  prevent  his  accepting  the  appointment  which  Congrefs  have  been 
pleafed  to  confer-  upon  him  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be   referred  to  the  committee  on    the  extraft  of 
gen.    Walhington's  letter  relative  to  the  .trial  of  the  general-officers 
in  the  northern-department,  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonde-  ' 
roga  and  Mount-Independence. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  committee  at  camp,  and  inrcructions 
from  gen.  Wafhington  to  col.  Bay-lor,  refpeiTting  the  purchafe  of  hor- 
fes,  arms  and  accoutrements  in  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  reprefentation  from  the  council  and  affembly  of  Pennfylvania 
Avas  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  have  power  to  call  for  papers, 

»♦■ 
Four  o'clock   P.   M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafiny  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTiie  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  G. 
Frofl,  for  800  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  ftate  of  N.  Kampfiiire  s 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Benjamin  Mifflin, 
for  25,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Matthew  Irwin,  ag"ent  for 
Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  late  commifTary-gen.  for  the  payment  of  ar- 
rears ;  and  for  which  the  faid  Jofeph  Trumbull  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  William  Buc- 
hanan, Efq;  commifTary-gen.  of  purchafes,  for  the  fum  of  26,000  dols. 
for  the  ufe  of  his  department;  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiffibner  of  the  loan-office  in  the 
ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  on  the  application  of  the  marine-committee,  in 
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favour  of  the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftridl,  for   11,000  dollars  ; 
to  be  charged  to  the  marine-committee. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjiiftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims, 
the  ailditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  perfons,  to  be  paid  to  Peter 
Schultz,  the  fum  of  548M  dollars,  for  tranfporting' the  baggage  of 
the  York  county  militia,  vinder  the  command  of  col.  James  Smith,  in 
July,  1776,  viz. 

To  Peter  Schultz,  for  27  days  and  ferriage,  109-|^  dollars  ;  Francis 
Jones,  23  days,  92  dollars  ;  Gotleib  Reiger,  26  days,  104  dollars  ; 
Michael  Yefel,  27  diys  and  ferriage,  110|1  dollars  ;  Philip  Winder 
Meyer,  10  days  and  ferriage,  41|i  dollars  ;  Barnabas  Hoftapple,  23 
days,  92  dollars  ;  making  in  all  548|^|  dollars  : 

To  col.  Nathaniel  Gift,  290H-  dollars  ;  a  balance  of  his  contingent 
account,  which  accrued  on  an  embafiy  to  the  Cherokee  Indians,  by  or- 
der of  gen.  Walhington : 

To  Martin  Brenife,  for  the  amount  of  his  account  for  attendance 
on  Congrefs,  from  the  1ft  of  Dec.  1777,  to  the  1ft  of  March,  1778, 
at  -|d  dollar  per  day,  and  for  ringing  the  bell,  8cc.  |-ds  dollar  per  day, 
15  3|o  dollars  : 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  one  month's 
pay,  ending  this  day,  and  for  35  rations,  52|-|.  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Con^-refs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  on  the  fyftem  of  the 
commiffary's  department,  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  laft  paragraph  be  re-comraitted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

IVednesdai;   March   11,    1778. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  enclofing  one  of  the  6th,  from  gov. 
Johnfon,  of  Maryland,  and  other  papers,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  letter  from  the  board  of  war  as  re- 
lates to  money,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  the  letter  from  gov.  Johnfon  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  reprefentation  from  the  council  and  affembly  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  gov.  Living- 
fton,  enclofing  his  report  refpecting-  the  removal  of  feveral  officers  em- 
ployed, in  the  quarter-mafter's  department  at  Princeton,  in  N.  Jerfey, 
purfuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs  of  the  9th  of  Feb.  laft, 
brought  in  a  i-eport,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Rssolved,  That  Congrefs  highly  approve  the  proceedings  of  gov. 
Livingfton  in  removing  the  perfons  mentioned  in  his  report  of  the  5th 
inft.  and  that  the  prefident  tranfmit  to  him  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  for 
his  ready  compliance  with  their  wiflies,  in  undertaking  a  work  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  intereft  of  thefe  United  States,  and  for  the  affurance  he 
gives  of  vifiting,  as  foon  as  pofTible,  the  feveral  parts  of  that  ftate,  more 
fully  to  carry  into  execution  the  aforefaid  refolution  : 

Resolved,  That  whatever  expenfe  may  be  incurred  by  the  execu- 
tive authority  of  any  ftate  in  executing  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of 
the  9th  of  Feb.  laft,  authorizing  the  executive  powers  of  every  ftate  to 
fufpend,  for  mifbehaviour,  or  remove,  as  fupernumerary,  any  olhcers 
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cf  the  ftaff,  or  any  civil  officers,  Sec.  fliall  be  duly  paid  upon  the  ac- 
counts being  laid  before  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  40,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  the  prefident  and  council  of  Pennfylvania,  20,000  of  which 
to  be  applied  towards  the  recruiting-fervice,  and  the  remainder  to  pay 
off  the  militia  ;  the  faid  fum  to  be  charged  to  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  Baylor,  of 
the  light-dragoons,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  employed  in  the 
purchafe  of  horfes,  arms  and  accoutrements,  for  the  uie  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States  : 

That  another  warrant  iffue  in  his  favour  on  William  Armiftead, 
Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  for 
35,000  dollars,  for  the  fame  purpofe  : 

That  another  warrant  iffue  in  his  favour  on  James  Green,  jun.  com- 
miffioner of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  for  15,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  employed  in  the  fame  manner  ;  for  all  Avhich  fums,  amount- 
ing to  100,000  dollars,  col.  Baylor  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  William  Buchanan, 
Efq;  commiffary -general,  for  200,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmit- 
ted  to  col.  Henry  Champion,  for  the  purchafe  of  live-ftock  in  the  eaf- 
tern-department : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  50,000  dollars,  to 
be  by  hiin  tranfmitted  to  Ifaac  Forfter,  deputy-direftor-general  of  the 
military-hofpital  in  the  eaftern-department,  at  Danbury,  in  Connedi- 
cut,forwhich  fum  the  faiddeputy-direftor-generalis  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  col. 
Mark  Bird,  on  the  application  of 'gen.  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral,  vi'ho  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  relative  to  the  pur- 
chafe of  provifions  for  the  army,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  fame 
was  taken  into  confideration,  and  after  debate,  the  farther  ccnfidera- 
tion  thereoi'  poftponed  to  the  afternoon. 

Four  o'clock,  P.   M. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  col.  Champion's 
letter  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  col.  Champion's  letter  of  Feb.  the  28th,  to 
col.  Buchanan,  be  referred  to  the  legiflatiire  of  the  ftate  of  Connefti- 
cut,  and  that  it  be  fubmltted  to  their  wifdom  to  devlfe  a  remedy  for 
the  evil  complained  of  or  feared,  in  fuch  a  way,  and  by  fuch  means,  as 
they  ffiall  judge  moft  for  the  public  intereft. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  be  excufed  from  attending  at  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  Mr.  Jonathan  B.  Smith  be  appointed  a 
member  of  that  board  in  his  ftead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDjr,  March   12,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  Feb.  the  13th,  from  Meffrs.  R.  T.  Paine,  O,  Ellfworth 
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and  H.  Marchant ;  one,  of  Feb,  the  20th,  from  Eleazer  Wales ;  one, 
of  the  2d  inll:.  from  Jofsph  Trumbull,  and  one  from  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, jun.  with  a  letter  enclofed  from  N.  Appleton,  were  read: 

Ordered.,  That  the  letter  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  with 
that  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
correipondence  between  the  commifTary-general  of  purcbafes  and  his 
deputies,  refpedllng  the  fupply  of  provifions  and  the  returns,  &c. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  William  Nichol's  refignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  affairs  of  Rode- 
riqe  Hortales  12"  Co.  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  commerce  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  and 
that  to-morrow  Gongrefs  be  refolved  into  a  coramitlee  to  confider  it. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  eddreffed  by  the  prefident  to  the  refpec- 
tive  dates,  informing  them,  that  the  multiplicity  and  importance  of  the 
bufinefs  of  Gongrefs,  during  the  war,  will  require  the  conftant  attention- 
of  at  leafl  three  members  from  each  ftate  ;  that,  from  the  want  thereof, 
the  health  of  members  has  been  frequently  impaired,  and  the  public 
bufmefs  greatly  obftrucled  ;  and  that  Gongrefs  requeft  their  immediate 
attention  to  this  as  a  matter  of  great  moment. 

The  marine-committee  laid  before  Gongrefs  a  copy  of  a  propofed  let- 
ter to  capt,  Barry,  among  other  things  empowering  him  to  purchafe, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  and  to  fit  out  a  veffel  which  he  has  lately 
taken  in  Delaware-Bay  : 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  approve  of  the  purchafe  being  made,  and  ■ 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee  to  give  fuch  directions  as 
they  judge  proper  refpefcing  the  naming,  officering  and  maning  the 
faid  veffel  when  purchafed,  and  the  manner  in  v/hich  llie  is  to  be  em- 
ployed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  for  150,000  dels,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  department  in  the  middle -diftricl ;  for  which  he  is  to  be 
accountable.  __«+•__ 

Four  o^clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Geore  Read,  Efq;  prefident  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  and  one,  of  the  9th,  from  Crsfar  Rodney,  both  direfled  to- 
Mr.  M-Kean,  the  delegate  from  that  ftate,  were  laid  before  Congj^fs 
and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Aletter,of  Feb.  the  19th,  from  Mr.  Colt  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  fyftem  of 
the  commifl'ary  of  purchafes,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
iTiOrrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Friday,    March   13,  1778. 

A  letter  from  col.  RufTel,  of  the  13th  Virginia  regiment,  v/asre:id  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Weftmoreland,  was  read  : 

Ordered.^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  Avhereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  25,000  dollars,  to 
be  paid  to  Peter  Ozeas,  for  the  ufe  of  the  barrack-mafter-general,  and 
for  which  fum  the  faid  barrack-mafter-general  i?  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiiuoncr  of  the  " 
loan-offics  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfyivania,in  favour  of  William  Buchanan, 
Efq;    commiffary  of  purchafes,  for  200,000  dsUars  ;    and   for   which 
the  faid  commiffary-general  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  trial  and  condemnation  of 
Thomas  Doyle,  a  foidier  of  col.  S.  B.  Webb's  battalion,  for  deferting 
to  the  enemy,  in  whofe  fervice  he  was  made  prifoner  ;  and  the  letter 
from  brigadier  S.  Parfons,  defiring  to  be  informed  whether  deferters 
from  the  ememy  are  permitted  to  enlift  into  the  fervice  of  thefe  United 
States,  and  whether  in  cafe  fuch  arc  enliiled,  a  deferter  of  that  cha- 
racter can  be  legally  condemned  and  executed  for  defertion,  report 
as  their  opinion,  "  that  although  it  hath  been  recommended  to  the 
officers  of  the  army  of  thefe  ftates  to  refrain  from  enllfting  deferters 
from  the  enemy,  yet  fuch  being  enlifted  and  receiving  bounty  and  pay, 
ax-e  in  all  refpefts  fubjecl  to  the  articles  of  war,  and  liable  to  fuffer 
death  for  defertion  ;  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the 
troops  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  and  kept  in  pay  by  and  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  United  States  of  Aiuerica,  making  no  diftinflion  between  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  ftates  and  deferters  from  the  enemy  taken  into  the 
fervice  :" 

Resolved.,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  revife  the  fyftem  of  the  commiffary's  department ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  be  appointed, 
T/ith  full  powers  to  depute  or   remove  any  officer  of  his  department : 

That  each  affiftant  purchaling-commiffary  ftiall  receive  the  following 
allowances  for  purchafing  provilions  and  other  articles,  viz. 
Flour  or  meal,  per  cwt.  .  To^hs  of  a  dollar. 

Hard  bread,  per  do.  -^  ditto 

Frefh  pork,  per  do.  il  ditto 

Salt  pork  in  barrels,  per  do,  1^  ditto 

Frefh  beef,  hide  and  tallow,    per  do.  |^  ditto 

Salt  beef  in  barrels,  per  do.  |^  ditto 

Salt,  per  bufhel,  J^^  ditto 

Molaffes,  per  gallon,  -^^  ditto 

Weft-India  rum,  per  do.  .3^  ditto 

American  rum  or  whifkey,     per  do.  ^^  ditto 

Rice,  per  cwt.  ^  ditto 

Meat  barrels  for  packing  7  ,  ^  ^ 

beef,  pork  or  fifli,  5    ^^"^^^  9°  °'^-° 

Bread  calks  with  lining    \         ,  3  ,. 

hoops,  5    ^^^^  ^  '*'"° 
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Vinegar, 

per  barrel. 

sV^s 

of 

a  dollar, 

Turnips  and  potatoes, 

per  bufliel, 

4 
90 

ditto 

Beans  and  peas, 

per  do. 

■90 

ditto 

Pickled  fliad, 

per  barrel, 

12 

■90 

ditto 

Onions, 

per  bufliel, 

5 
90 

ditto 

Rhode-Island^ 

Connecticut^ 

Neiv-Jersey^ 
Pennsylvaniay 

Maryland-, 

Virginia^ 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Neiv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


That  each  afliftant  purchafing-commiffary  Ihal!  be  allowed  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  fum  which  he  ihall  fave  by  purchafing.  good  provifions  at 
lefs  prices  than  fuch  as  are  fixed  in  the  refpeclive  Rates  : 

That  it  fliall  be  the  duty  of  each  deputy-commilTary-general  of  pur- 
chafes  to  fuperintend  the  afliftant-purchafers  under  him  ;  fee  that  the 
bufinefs  of  his  department  is  properly  condudled,  and  that  full  fupplies 
of  provilions  are  feafonably  procured  in  his  diftridl  ;  and  that  he  (hall 
be  entitled  to  an  allowance  equal  to  ith  part  of  the  v/hole  allowance 
made  to  his  affiftants  as  aforefaid  : 

While  this  refolution  was  under  debate,  a  queftlon  was  moved,  that 
the  allowance  to  the  deputy-commiffary-general  be  one-fourth  part,  8cc. 

New-Hampshire,        Mr.  Frost, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.   Wolcott, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,         \ 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay  f"  -^ 

Mr.  Clingan,  ay  J 

Mr.  Forbes,  ay] 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.   Lee, 

Mr.   Harvie, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

So  it  paiTed  in  the  negative. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  one-fifth,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  the  refolution  as  amended,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required, 

Mr.  Frost, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 

Mr.  James  Smith, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 


di'didtd. 


^y  Y^y 


ay  >ay 

ay)>* 

ay)>ay 

no 

no 

«J 
ay 


ay 


Maryland, 


ay 


«r 
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Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L,  Lee,  ay^ 

Mr.  Harvie,  ^J'S 

Narth-Caroliiia,  Mr.  Penn,  cy^ 

Mr.   Burke,  5  "-^ 

South-Carolina,  Mr.   Laurens,  aj  '^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative, 

Resohed,  That  it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  commlffary-general  of 
purchafes  to  fuperintend  all  the  officers  of  his  department  ;  to  give  the 
neceffary  orders  to  the  deputy-commiffarles-g-eneral,  and  fee  that  the 
buiinefs  in  each  department  is  properly  executed,  and  that  full  fupplies 
of  provifions  for  the  army  are  feafonably  procured  ;  and  that  he  fliall 
be  entitled  to  an  allowance  equal  to  one-third  part  of  the  whole  allow- 
ance made  to  his  deputy-commiffaries-general  as  aforefaid  : 

That  the  allowances  herein  provided  for  the  commifTary  and  deputv- 
commifTaries-general,  and  affiftant  commlffaries,  fhall  be  in  lieu  of  all 
other  rewards  for  their  refpe^live  fervices  and  expenfes,  including  the 
pay  of  their  clerks  in  purchafing  provifions  : 

That  the  commifTary-general  be  direfted  to  vifit  the  armies  and  pofts, 
and  that  he  be  fubject  to  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief;  and 
that  he  be  excufed  from  refiding  at  the  place  where  Congrefs  fits,  he 
keeping  a  clerk  and  office  there,  to  which  all  returns  fliall  be  made,  and 
Avhich  fliall  be  under  the  infpeftlon  and  diredlion  of  the  board  of  Avar  : 

That  the  commiffary-general,  deputy-commiffaries-general,  and  af- 
fiftant commiffaries  of  purchafes,  govern  themfelves  in  all  other  ref- 
pedls  by  the  regulations  for  the  commiffary's  fyftem  pafTed  in  Congrefs, 
the  1 0th  day  of  June  laft,  and  the  fubfequent  refolutions  of  the  4th 
day  of  Odlober  laft,  except  fuch  parts  thereof  as  are  altered  by  thefe  re- 
gulations. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan 
for  taking  bonds  with  fufficlent  fufeties  from  officers  entrufted  by  the 
United  States  with  public  monies  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Burke. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  col.  Harrifon's  regiment  of  artillery  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  ordered  from  Virginia,  to  join  the  grand  army,  without  the 
leaft  delay  ;  agreeably  to  general  Wafhington's  requeft  : 

Resohed,  That  the  part  of  the  report,  whi«ia  relates  to  the  13th 
Virginia  regiment,  be  poftponed. 

Resohed,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  empowered  to  order  col.  Ha- 
zen's  or  any  other  regiment  from  the  northward,  if  he  judges  it  proper, 
to  join  the  main  army  as  foon  as  the  feafon  will  admit. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sa'Turdat,  March   14,    1778. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;    whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  brigadier 
Scott,  for  2000  dollars,  m  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Pal- 
frey, Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  for  that  fum,  on  the  prefident  of  Con- 
grefs, dated  General  Pay-Office,  the  6th  of  March,  in  favour  of  the 
faid  brigadier  Scott,  and  expreffed  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  ;  the  pay-mafter-general  to  be  accountable  : 
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That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-niafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  5000  dollars,  to  en- 
able the  faid  board  to  advance  that  fum  to  col.  Nathaniel  Gift,  for  the 
piirpofe  of  recruiting  Indians  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treaiurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be 
advanced  him  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  contingent  expenfes  and  other 
demands  of  the  board  of  war  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accountable. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims  report,  that  they  have  examined  the 
accounts  of  the  late  commiflioners  of  claims,  and  find  that  they  have 
received  from  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  the  fum  of  2520 
dollars,  which  they  have  paid  as  follows,  viz. 

To  fundry  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  different  regiments  of 
the  continental  army,  whofe  times  were  expired,  and  who  were  taken 
prifoners  at  Fort-Wafliington,  as  per  receipts,  1435-|-^  dollars  ; 

To  fundry  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  different  regiments  of 
the  flying-camp,  taken  at  Fort-Waftiington,  962|^|-  dollars  ; 

To  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  continental-treafurer,  the  balance  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  12  1|.^  dollars. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  reported  on  the  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  the  late  col.  William  Kennon  on  John  Hancock,  Efq;  pre- 
fident  of  Congrefs,  a  motion  was  thereupon  made, 

"  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  direiEled  to  pay  the  faid  bills  ;" 
whereupon  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  whether  that  queftlon 
fliall  be  now  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required, 

Nenv-Hampshire,        Mr.   Frosty  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay^  Mr.  Gerry^  no  ^     ,,5 

Mr.  LovelL  \ 


Rhode-Island, 
Connect  iciitf 


Neiv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 
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Mr.  Ellery,  no  )>no 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.   Wolcott, 
Mr.  Huntington 
Mr.  Clark,  ay 

Mr.  Scudder,  no 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  no 
Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  no 
Mr.  James  Smith,  ay 


divided. 


Mr.  Clingan, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

North-Carolina,         Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Burke, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langivorthy,  no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved,     "  that  the  faid  report  be  re-committcd,"  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


noj 

■^  >  divided, 
no^ 

■^  >  divided, 
no^ 

ay  Kay 

ay  )>ay 
'no 
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divided. 


ay 


ay 


New- Hampshire,        Mr.  Frost,  710  ^no 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry,  ^y\    ^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  5 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  )>ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  nc~i 

Mr.    Wolcott,  ay  V  ay 

Mr.   Huntington,  ayj 

New-Jersey,  Mr.   Clark,  no7 

Mr.  Scudder,  no  3 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.    Roberdeau,  ay~\ 

Mr.  y.  ^.  ^m/f-6,  no  ! 

Mr.  James  Smith,         [  ^ 

Mr.  Clingan,  ayJ 
Maryland,                    Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  i^.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.    Harvie, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hanutt, 

Mr.  ^z;r;^e, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no  ^no 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no  ^no 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  'affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  of  exchange,  together  with  Mr.  prefident 
Rutledge's  letters  of  April,  1777,  be  returned  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Paul 
Turquand,  who  prefented  them  for  payment,  and  alfo  a  copy  of  Mr.  Tur- 
quand's  letter  to  Gongrefs,  if  he  fliall  delire  it. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed. 

Resolved,  That  John  More,  lifq;  of  the  count}'  of  Albemarle,  in 
Virginia,  be  appointed  to  aft  as  an  affiftant-commlffary  of  purchafes 
tinder  William  Aylett,  Efq;  deputy  commifTary-general,  for  procuring 
live  cattle  and  pork,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  gen.  Wafliington, 
fo  long  as  the  faid  deputy  commifTary-general  may  find  his  fervices  ne- 
ceiTary,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
laid  down  in  the  commiffary's  fyftem,  and  receive  the  fame  allowance 
on  his  purchafes' as  is  thereby  given  to  other  affiflant-purchafers  ;  and 
that  he  be  furniflied,  from  time  to  time,  with  money  from  the  treafury 
for  the  above-mentioned  purpofes. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  March   16,   1778. 

Mr.  Banifter,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Gongrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th  and  8th,  from  gen.  Wafliington  was  read,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  viz.  a  letter,  of  Feb.  14th,  from  gen.  Howe, 
one,  of  the  22d,  containing  depofitions  of  Thomas  Wileman,  of  the  17th 
dragoons,  and  ferjeant  George  Thompfon,  of  the  63d  regiment;  a  decla- 
ration, figned  Thomas  Franklin,  agent  for  American  prifoners  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  a  report  of  Mr.  Sanford,  and  one,  of  the  2d  of  March  ; 
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Another  letter  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Waflnncrton,  -with  copies  of 
letters  enclofed  that  paffed  between  him  and  gen.  Howe,  v/as  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letters  and  papers  as  refpeft  the 
fettlement  of  accounts  relative  to  prifoners  previous  to  a  general  ex- 
change, as  directed  by  the  refolution  of  the  26th  of  Feb.  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Huntinp;ton. 

Ordered.)  That  the  remainder  of  the  letters  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  gov.  Clinton,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  Tha't  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  gov.  Johnfon's  let- 
ter of  the  6th. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  Feb.  from  gov.  Cafwell,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  Benjamin  Harriibn,  and  one,  of  Feb.  27th, 
from  G.  Wythe,  were  read  : 

Ordered  That  the  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and 
the  latter  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  Feb.  1 5th,  from  gov.  Cafwell  to  F.  L.  Lee,  Efq;  was  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Feb.  26th,  from  J.  Tazewell,  continental  agent  in  the 
ftate  of  Virginia,  wa?  read,  defiring  leave  to  relign  his  office  : 

Resolved.,  That  his  relignation  be  accepted,  and  that  John  Carter, 
Efq;  be  appointed  in  his  ftead. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  E.  Boudlnot,  Efq;  commiffarv-general 
of  prifoners,  with  three  papers  enclofed,  directed  to  the  board  of  war, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered^  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  money  matters, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  the  remainder  to  the  board  of 

Four  o'clock.,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Ordered.,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Cornelius 
Harnett,  Efq;  for  the  ufe  of  Francis  Brice,  for  2500  dols.  in  difcharge 
of  Jolin  Afhe's  two  draughts  on  the  treafurer,  dated  the  27th  of  March, 
1777,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Brice,  one  for  1000  dols.  and  the  other  for 
1500  dols.  both  expreffed  to  be  for  the  life  of  the  United  States  ;  the 
ftate  of  North-Carolina  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Frazier,  for  20,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  conveyed  to  the  hon. 
George  Read,  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  advanced  to,  and  for 
which  that  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general, 
directed  to  the  board  of  treafury,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  board. 

Resolved.)  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  con- 
vention of  committees  at  N.  Haven,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Witherfpoon 
and  Mr.  M'-Kean,  who  are  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Banifter  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideratiort  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  13th,  relative  to  the  13th  Virginia  regiment,  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 
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Resolved.)  That  the  board  of  war  be  dlredled  to  deliver  to  the  order 

of  the  prefident  and  council  of  Pennlylvania,  the  prifoners  fent  from 
that  flate  to  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  application,  "that  the  hon.  John  Penn  and  Ben- 
jamin Chew,  may  be  delivered  over  to  the  order  of  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,"  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  direiled  to  cor- 
refpond  with  the  faid  ftate  and  report  to  Congrefs  : 
,  The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  James  Smith  and  Mr.  Henry. 

Whereas,  Congrefs  have  not  received  information  of  the  mealures 
which  the  feveral  ftates  have,  from  time  to  time,  adopted,  in  confe- 
qaence  of  their  recommendations  ;  and,  whereas,  fuch  information,  to- 
gether with  the  concurrence  of  the  refpeftive  legiflatures  in  vigoroufly 
executing  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  is  effentially  necefl'ary  to  ena- 
ble them  to  tranfaft  the  important  concerns  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  That  the  governors  and  preGdents  of  the  faid  ftates  be 
earneftly  requefted  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  as  foon  as  poftible,  attef- 
ted  copies  of  the  ad\s  palTed  by  their  refpeiftive  legiflatures,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  recommendations  of  Congrefs,  which  they  may  have  received 
lince  the  firft  day  of  Nov.  laft  ;  and  of  all  aifts  wiiich  they  may  hereaf- 
ter pafs,  in  confequence  of  future  recommendations. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  letters  received  by 
the  committee  of  commerce,  relative  to  the  claims  of  Roderique  Hor- 
tales  cjJ'  Co.  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and  that 
to-morrow  Congrefs  refolve  itfeli  into  a  committee  toconfider  the  fame. 

Congrefs  took  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of 
the  1 4th  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  one  full  company  of  foot  be  raifed  in  the  town  of 
Weftraoreland,  on  the  eaft-branch  of  Sufquehannah,  for  the  defence  of 
the  faid  town  and  the  fettlements  on  the  frontiers  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood thereof,  againft  the  Indians  and  other  enemies  of  thsfe  ftates, 
the  faid  company  to  be  enlifted  to  ferve  one  year  from  the  time  of  their 
enlifting,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  officers  be  commiffioned  only  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
men  who  Ihall  be  enlifted  : 

That  the  fame  pay  and  rations  be  allowed  the  company  as  to  officers 
of  the  like  ranks  and  foldiers  in  the  continental  army  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  contraft  with  a  fuitable 
perfon  to  fupply  the  company  with  provifions  : 

That  the  company  find  their  own  arms,  accoutrements,  clothes  and 
blankets : 

That  the  colonel,  and,  in  his  abfence,  the  next  commanding  field- 
officer  of  the  militia  at  the  faid  town  of  Weftmoreland,  be  deGred  and 
empowered  to  fuperintend  the  faid  company,  give  orders  relative  to  the 
ftation  or  ftations  it  fliall  take  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  or  other 
proper  military  fervices,  and  to  fee  that  the  officers  and  men  faithfully 
perform  their  duty,  and  on  failure  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  board  of 
war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

— «ESE»0«aBB»- 

TuESDAT,  3iarch   17,    1778. 

The  com.mittee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  general  Wafliing_ 
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ton's  letters,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  brought  in  a 
report: 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James 
Milligan,  Efq;  commiflioner  of  claims  at  the  treafury,  for  1279  dol- 
lars, in  full  of  his  falary  to  this  day  inclufive. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  report  on  the  claims  of  Rode- 
rique  Hortales  ijf  Co.  and  after  fome  time,  the  prelident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harvie  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a 
conclufion,  delire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resohcd,  That  this  afternoon  Congrefs  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Avhole,  to  confider  farther  the  report  on  the  claims  of 
Roderique  Hortales  isf  Co. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  diredled  to  ap- 
point officers  and  fill  up  coramiffions  for  the  company  ordered  by  the 
refolution  of  yefterday,  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of  Weftmoreland 
and  the  fettlements  adjacent,  and  to  take  every  meafure  neceffary  for 
carrying  the  faid  refolutions  into  effeft. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  con- 
fider farther  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  claims  of  Roderique 
Hortales  f/J*  Co.  and  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harvie  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confi- 
deration the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  have  made  fome  progrefs. 
therein,  and  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  matter  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAr,  March    18,    1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiflioner 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  Elias  Bou- 
dinot,  Efq;   commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  for  2500  dollars  : 

That  another  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office 
for  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  his  favour,  for  4000  dollars  ; 
and  another  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan  office  in  the  ftate  of  Con- 
nedicut,  for  a  like  fum  of  4000  dollars  ;  all  which  are  for  the  ufe  of 
his  department,  and  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

A  memorial  of  Alexander  Fofter,  in  behalf  of  B.  M'Clenaghan  and 
others,  owners  of  the  fchooner  Liberty,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  memorial,  together  with  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Bell,  prefented  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  and  that  of  James 
Gallagher  on  the  2  1ft,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  meir,bers  chofen,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Langworthy. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Banifter  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
fury. 
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An  account  of  Timothy  Edwards,  commllTioncr  of  Indian  affairs, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafiuy. 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  on  the  general's   letter 
of  the  7th  and  8th,  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  to 
the  afternoon.  — -»+»— 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M, 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
0}-dered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  20,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  by  the  board  for  the  purpofe  of  purchaling  meat  and 
hiring  waggons  in  Virginia,  for  the  fervice  '  of  the  grand  army ;  the 
faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  in 
favoiir  of  Jofeph  Clay,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the  faid 
ftate,  for  202,423  dollars,  being  the  relidue  of  the  300,000  dollars  or- 
dered by  Congrefs  in  Auguft  latt,  to  be  fent  to  the  ftate  of  Georgia  for 
the  military-cheft  that  remains  unappropriated,  which  are  to  be 
draughted  by  the  commanding-officer  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  continental  troops  under  his  command  ;  the  faid  pay- 
mafter  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  James  Greene,  jun.  Efq;  commiffioner  of 
the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  in  favour  of  the  affembly 
of  the  faid  ftate,  for  30,000  thoufand  dollars  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  1200  dollars,   in  favour 
of  major  Clarke,  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts  in  the  main  army, 
for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  a  covered  waggon  and  four  horfes  for 
the  ufe  of  the  auditor's-office  in  camp  ;  major  Clarke  to  be  accountable. 
The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report  : 
Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 
A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Waftiington,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  memorial  from  Thomas  Bedwell  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  gen.  Wafliington's  letter  of  the  7th  and  8th,  continued  to  the  14th, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas,  by  the  exprefs  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  of  Dec. 
and  26th  of  Feb.  laft,  no  exchange  of  prifoners  can  take  place  until 
all  accounts  for  fupport  of  the  prifoners  in  our  hands  are  liquidated 
and  the  balance  due  thereon  difcharged  :  and,  whereas,  the  time  al- 
lowed to  feveral  of  the  ftates  to  adjuft  and  exhibit  their  claims  will 
occafion  great  delay ;  and  as  an  exchange  of  prifoners  hath  been 
agreed  upon  between  gen..  Wafliington  and  gen.  Howe,  and  it  being 
the  earneft  wifti  of  Congrefs  to  relieve,  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  un- 
happy fufferers  now  labouring  under  a  cruel  captivity,  and  it  appear- 
ing, by  the  late  returns  from  the  commiffary  of  prifoners,  that,  if  the 
prefent  -intended  exchange  fliall  take  place,  a  fufficient  number  of  the 
enemy,  now  in  the  power  of  the  United  States,  will  ftill  remain  to  fe- 
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cure  the  payment  of  any  balance  that  may  be  due  on  account  of  their 
fupport,  and  the  views  of  Congrefs  in  the  refolutions  aforefaid  be  fully 
anfwered  ;  therefore, 

Resolved-,  That  gen.  Wanilngton  be  authorized  and  empowered  to 
proceed  in  the  exchange  of  fuch  prifoners  as  are  now  in  the  power  of 
the  enemy,  without  waiting  for  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  afore- 
faid ;  and  take  meafures  for  fettling  a  general  cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  prifoners  in  future,  upon  fuch  principles  as  may  appear  to  him  mofl 
advantageous  to  the  United  States,  and  agreeable  to  the  aforemen- 
tioned refolutions  : 

On  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  the  preamble  and  the  firfl  claufe  of 
the  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

ay  )>ay 

"«l     * 
no  5 

Mr.  Ellery,  no  J>?zo 

Mr^  Dyer,  ay  " 

Mr.  Huntington,      ay  ^ 

Mr.  Lewis,  ay  J> 

Mr.   Clark,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Sc udder,  ay  ^ 

Mr.   Roberdeau,        no"^ 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay  !    ,.   .  r   , 
Mr,  y.  B.  Smith,  declined  voting,  j 
Mr.  Clingan,  declined  voting.^ 


Neiv-Hampshire,         Mr.  Frost, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 
Netv-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


^J 


^J 


Maryland^ 
Virginia^ 

North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


ay 

«J 
ay 
ay 
ay 

"J 
ay 
ay 
ay  )>ay 


"J 


ay 


"V 


Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  Petm, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.   Langnvorthy,    ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  John  Benezet  be  accepted,  and 
that  his  pay  ceafe  from  the  date  of  his  letter. 

Ordered^  That  a  Avarrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  25,000 
dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  William  Finnic,  deputy-quarter- 
mafter-general  in  Virginia,  and  that  general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-maf- 
ter-general,  be  charged  with  the  faid  fum,  and  furnifiied  with  a  copy  of 
this  refolution  : 

That  a  warrant  iiTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be 
by  him  tranfmitted  to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-ge- 
r.eral  in  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tc-morrow. 
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TnuRSDAr,  March   19,    1778. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  rules  for  reg'u- 
lating-  the  condudi  of  Congreis  in  tranl'acling  buliuefs,  bring  in  their 
report  on  Monday. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  the  7th,  3ch  and  12th,  v.'ith  the  papers 
cnclofed,from  gen.  Walhington,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  thofe  parts  relative  to  the  general  exchange  of  prifoners. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  J.  M-Phcrfon,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  tlic  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  and  one  of  the  12th,  from  major-general  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Banifter  and  Mr.  Henry. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  general-officers"  to  gen.  Waflnngton* 
was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  call  in  and  cancel  the  commiffions 
of  brigadiers  Woodford,  Muhlenberg,  Scott  and  Weedon. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  alfo  a  report  on  the  let- 
ter of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Walhington: 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  government  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quefted  to  ftation  500  militia,  at  the  following  places,  in  that  (late,  under 
aftive  and  prudent  officers,  viz.  200  men  at  Eafton,  100  at  Bethlehem, 
and  200  at  Reading,  for  the  defence  of  the  magazines  of  military  and 
other  (lores,  and  provifions  at  thofe  places,  and  to  keep  the  communica- 
tion fecure  from  any  fudden  incur  (ions  of  the  enemy,  until  the  board  of  war 
organ.  WaQiington  fliall  think  it  expedient  to  difcharge  the  faid  militia. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  the  dele- 
gates of  Pennfylvania. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral  fliates, 
to  take  the  mofi:  fpeedy  and  effeftual  meafures  for  raifing  their  quotas 
of  men,  agreeably  to  ths  refolutions  of  the  26th  of  Feb.  and  to  caufe 
the  men,  fo  railed,  or  which  h:id  been  raifed,  previous  to  the  paffing 
that  refolve,  to  march  to  their  places  of  rendezvous  without  delay,  ta- 
king care  that  as  many  as  pofhble  come  armed  and  accoutred:  and,  that 
a  more  certain  and  adequate  fupply  of  accoutrements  may  be  provided, 

Resolved,  Thatit  be  recommendedto  each  ftate, to  appointfome  fuita- 
bleperfonorperfons,toget  made,withall-poffibledifpatch,as  many  com- 
plete fets  of  accoutrements  and  fpare  bayonet-fheaths  as  ffiall  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  their  refpeftive  quotas  of  troops  ;  the  cartridge-boxes  to  be 
made  to  hold  at  leaft  29  rounds  of  cartridges  when  made  up  with  ounce- 
balls,  and  the  cover  of  good  fubftantial  leather,  with  a  fmall  cover  or 
flap  under  it,  that  the  ammunition  may  be  moft  effectually  guarded 
againft  rain  :  and  to  prevent  impofitions  from  the  workmen,  that  pro- 
per infpecSlors  be  appointed  to  examine  and  receive  the  accoutrements, 
with  orders  to  rejeft  fuch  as  are  bad  and  infufficient ;  and  tliat  the  ac- 
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coutrements,  fo  provided,  be  fent  forward  with  the  troops,  or  as  foon 
after  as  poluble  : 

That,  in  cafe  in  any  ftate  they  have  quantities  of  tin,  inRead  of  the 
cartouch-boxes,  an  equal  number  of  tin  cartridge-canifters  be  furniflied, 
agreeable  to  a  pattern  or  dcfcription  to  be  fent  by  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRiDjr,   March  20,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  revife 
the  fyflem  of  the  commiffary's-department  ;  and  that  a  member  be  ad- 
ded to  the  faid  ccmnuttee  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Plarvie,  who  is  abfent  ; 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  F.-  L.  Lee. 

yV  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  Egbert  Benfon,  to  the  delegates  of  the 
ftate  of  N.  York,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  W.  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general, 
was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tveafury. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  comniillioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Allen  M'Donald,  Alexander  M'Donald,  Allen 
M'Donald,  Reynald  and  Archibald  M'Donald,  prifoners  at  Frederick- 
town,  Maryland,  and  their  three  fervants,  15  weeks'  allowance,  from 
the  20th  of  Nov.  laft  to  the  5th  inft.  both  days  included,  at  3.||-  dollars 
for  themfelves  each,  and  one  dollar  for  each  fervant,  325  dollars,  which 
fum  is  to  be  paid  to  either  of  the  M'Donald's  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideratlon  the  report  of  the  marine-commit- 
tee ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  officers  of  the  continental  navy  not  in  actual  fervice, 
be  allowed  their  pay,  but  not  their  rations,  nor  the  fubfiftence-money 
allowed  by  the    refolution  of  the  25th  of  July,  1777  : 

That  fuch  officers  of  the  navy  as  are  or  may  be  taken  by  the  enemy, 
be  allowed  the  pay  while  in  the  enemy's  poffeffion  or  under  parole,  and 
rations  during  their  captivity,  deducling  therefrom  fuch  fupplies,  as 
they  may,  in  that  time,  have  received  from  the  enemy. 

Four  o'clock,   P.   M. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  with  two  papers  en- 
clofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are 
directed  to  report  this  evening. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reprefentation  from  the 
preudent  and  council  of  Pennfylvania,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania  be 
requefted  to  take  meafures,  that  the  law  lately  paffed  in  that  ftate,  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  o£filling  magazines  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
army,  be  eifeclually  executed  by  the  commifiioners  named  in  the  faid 
law,  for  obtaining  the  30,000  barrels  of  flour  direfted  to  be  laid  up,  on 
the  eaft-Hde  of  Sufquehannah,  and  fuch  other  kinds  of  provifions  as 
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"maybe  in  their  power  to  pr'ocure,  unlefs  Congrefs  fliall  find  that  quan- 
tity of  flour  unnecefl'ary  to  be  procured,  and  fhall  give  orders  accor- 
dingly :  that  the  commiliioners  who  aft  on  the  wcR-lide  of  Sufcjuehan- 
nah,  ufe  their  endeavours  to  purchase  and  lay  up  fuch  quantities  of 
provilions,  and  in  fuch  places  as  the  board  of  war  (liall  deem  necelVary 
for  the  life  of  the  army  in  cafe  of  emergency  : 

That  Congrefs  conceive  all  caufe  of  coniplaint  againfl  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  board  of  war  to  their  fuperintendants  muft  now  ceafe,  as 
three  of  the  faid  fuperintendants  have  been  difmifTed,  and  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  enjoined  upon  the  others  to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the 
ftate  in  which  they  are,  from  time  to  time,  employed  : 

That  the  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed,  that 
whatever  rate  the  legiflature  of  that  ftate  has  fixed  for  the  wages  of 
waggons,  flrall  be  paid  for  the  waggons  of  that  (late  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  continent  fince  thofe  rates  were  enafted  : 

That  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter-general,  be  diredled 
to  caufe  immediate  payment  to  be  made  of  all  wages  juilly  due  from 
him  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  whofe  waggons 
have  been  employed  by  him  in  the  continental  fervice  : 

That  the  commiflloners  appointed  by  the  law  of  Pennfylvania  to  fill 
certain  magazines  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army,  be  dirctled  to 
confine  their  purchafes  within  the  limits  of  their  own  ftate. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Hite,  of  Berkly,  in  Virginia,  to  the  prefident 
of  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  take  proper  meafures  by  writing  to  the  deputy  commifTary- 
general  of  purchafes  in  that  ftate,  or  to  Mr.  Hite,  for  fecuring  the 
the  bacon  mentioned  in  his  letter. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumedthe  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  report- 
ed, that  the  co:nmittee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration,  and 
have  come  to  fome  refolutions  thereon,  which  he  was  diredled  to  re- 
port when  the  houfe  is  ready  to  receive  it  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  now  received,  and  that  the  confideration  there- 
of be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  1 6th,  from  gen.  Wafti- 
ington,  was  referred,  having  reported  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfunDAT,  3Iarch  21,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  Gerrge  (Hymer,  Efq;  one,  of  the  2d,  from 
col.  G.  Morgan  ;  one,  of  the  8th  of  Auguft,  1777,  from  Bernardo  de 
Galves,  governor  of  N.  Orleans  ;  one,  of  the  19th  of  Nov.  from  Fran- 
cis Crurati,  commandant  at  Illinois  ;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  17th  inftant, 
from  gen.  Wafhington,  enclofing  an  extraft  of  a  letter  of  the  7th, 
from  brigadier  Parfons,  and  copies  of  two  letters,  one  dated  the  2d, 
and  the  other  the  27th  of  Dec.  from  gen.  Putnam  ;  were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  on 
the  general's  letter  ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  command  of  all  the  troops  which  now  are,  or 
fhall  be  colledled  and  ftationed  in  the  flate  of  N.  York  and  in  the  whole 
northern-department,  be  -vefted  in  one  general-officer  ;  that  this  officer 
have  in  charge  all  the  forts,  pofts  and  pniTrs  therein,  and  authority  to 
ereft  and  make  fuch  fortifications  as  he,  with  the  auvice  oi  gov.  Clin- 
ton and  the  general-officers  there,  fliall  judge  neceffary  for  I'ccuring  the 
fame,  and  to  execute  all  the  powers  lately  given  by  (^.ongrefs  and  the 
board  of  war  relative  to  the  dc;fence  of  the  North-River  : 

Tiiat  gov.  Clinton  be  requeued  to  yield  to  the  laid  general-officer  all 
the  aid  in  his  power,  in  erecting  and  making  the  fortifications  and  ob- 
ftrufflions  aforefaid: 

That,  for  the  more  fpeedy  defence  of  the  North-River,  the  faid  ge- 
neral-officer, or,  in  cafe  of  his  abfence  or  ficknefs,  the  officer  next  in 
command,  in  the  diftrift  above-defcribed,  be  directed  forthwith  to  draw 
together,  at  the  Highlands,  fuch  of  the  troops  therein  as  he  Ihall  dcera 
expedient. 

And  as  the  works  would  be  greatly  expedited  if  moft  of  the  continen- 
tal troops  now  at  Albany  were  employed  therein  ;  to  enable  him  to  do 
this,  the  faid  general-officer  is  hereby  authorized  to  alk  of  the  govern'- 
ment  of  the  flate  of  N.  York  fuch  numbers  of  their  militia  as  he  fhall 
judge  necefi"ary,  to  ferve  at  Albany  for  the  fecurity  of  the  arfenal  and 
magazines  there,  until  the  obftruftions  at  the  Highlands  are  in  fuck 
condition  as  to  render  any  fudden  attempt  upon  Albany  by  that  pafs 
impraiElicable  : 

That  for  manning  the  gun-boats  and  floating-batteries  built  or 
building  on  the  North-River,  the  faid  general-officer  have  power  to  en- 
gage the  neceffary  officers  and  men  for  fuch  time  and  on  fuch  terms  as 
he  fliall  judge  proper.  — •+»■ — 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Wil- 
liam Stanton,  Efq;  for  8670  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  draught  by  Wil- 
liam Palfrey,  Efq;  pa'y-mafter-general,  dated  the  I5th  inft.  on  the  pre- 
fident,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Stanton,  for  that  fum,  expreffed  to  be  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  for  which  the  pay-mafler- 
general  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  James  Norris  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Langworthy  £5'Mr.  M'Kean. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direcled  to  nominate  a  proper 
perfon  to  ferve  as  town-major  in  the  town  of  York,  or  fuch  other  town 
as  Congrefs  fhall  fit  in,  and  to  give  proper  orders  that  all  ftrang;e"rs  ar- 
rivina:  at,  or  paffing  through  fuch  town,  fliall  be  duly  examined,  and  re- 
port duly  made  touching  fuch  matters  as  may  any  way  relate  to  the 
public  fafety  ;  alfo  to  order  proper  guards  to  be  ftationed  at  all  the  fer?. 
rics  on  Sufquehannah  river,  from  the  m.outh  thereof  to  Harris's-Ferry, 
inclufive,  and  to  give  proper  inftructions  to  the  officers  commanding 
fuch  guards  relative  to  the  examinations  (and  arreft,  if  neceffary,)  of 
all  perfons  who  fhall  attempt  to  crofs  the  faid  river. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  memorial  of  Alexander 
Forfter,  &cc.  report, 
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"  That,  having  examined  the  account  of  the  faid  Alexander  For- 
fter,  and  gained  the  bell:  information  they  were  able  of  the  prices  of 
the  fait,  rum  and  fugar  taken  or  bought  by  the  commilTary  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army,  the  latter  end  of  0£t.  and  beginning  of  Nov.  laft,  in 
N.  Jerfey,  they  find  the  fame  to  be  as  follows  :  good  imported  fait  20 
dollars  per  bulhel,  rum  6|  dollars  per  gallon,  fugar  10G|-  dollars  per 
hundred;  they  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  commiffary  or  de- 
puty-commiffary-general  of  purchafes  fliould  fettle  the  account  with 
A.  Forfter  if  Co.  at  the  price  and  rate  aforefaid,  and  allow  them  law- 
ful intereft  after  the  time  that  payment  ought  to  have  been  made  ; 
and  that  the  flour  Mr.  Forfter  has  received  in  payment,  be  eflimated 
at  the  then  current  price  :" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  to  v/hom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  11th  and 
12th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the 
draught  of  a  letter,  to  be  figncd  and  lent  by  the  prefident,  to  the 
marquis,  in  anfwer  to  die  faid  letters  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  F,  L.  Lee,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

RescJ-jed,  That  the  powers  given  to  major-general  M'Dougal  by 
gen.  Walhington,  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  16th,  be  confirmed 
by  Congrefs : 

That  col.  Van  Schaick's  and  col.  James  Livingfton's  regiments  be 
ordered  to  Peeks-Kill  : 

That  gov.  Clinton  and  gov.  Trumbull  be  requefted  to  give  every  af- 
fiftance  in  their  power  to  gen.  M'Dougal  for  perfeding  the  defence 
of  the  North-River. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

»®.«Bas»- 


MoNDAT,   March  23,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Feb.  28th,  from  Otis  \St  Andrews,  of  Bofton,  v.' ith  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed,  Vi'as  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Walhington,  was  read,  and  alfo 
one  enclofed  from  col.  Webb,  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  commif- 
fion  : 

Ordered,  That  the  general's  letter  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  war  : 

That  colonel  Webb  have  leave  to  refign. 

The  board  of  war  having  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  t!ie  following  let- 
ters, viz.  one  of  the  19th,  from  col.  Hollingfworth  to  the  board,  one, 
of  the  18th,  from  the  fame  to  col.  Buchanan,  and  one,  of  Feij.  2  1ft, 
from  gen.  Waflilngton  to  col.  Hollingfworth  ;  the  fame  were  read  and 
returned  to  the  board. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Waftiington,  v.'ith  one  enclofed 
from  brigadier  Small  wood,  was  read. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claim?,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Samuel  Downe,  Efq;  his  pay  as  con^mifTinner  of 
accounts  at  Hartford,  from  Feb.  4.th,  1777,  to  March  ISth,  1778,  a 
balance  of  1198  dollars  : 

To  Timothy  Edv/ards,  Efq;  his  pay  as  commifTioner  for  Indian  af- 
fairs in  the  northern-department,  to  Jan.  11th,  1773,  460  dollars  : 
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To  John  Spangler,  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  baggage  of  the 
Pennfylvania  militia  in  Jan.  1778,  52  dollars: 

To  George  Pentz,  for  tranfporting  the  baggage  of  Pennfylvania 
militia  in  Jaji.  1777,  52  dollars  : 

To  J?.cob  Lefever,  for  tranfporting  baggage  of  Pennfylvania  mili- 
tia in  July,  1776,  28  dollars  : 

To  Peter  VVolf,  for  vidtualling  fundry  parties  of  Pennfylvania  mi- 
litia, 1  1||  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

The  commlffioners  of  claims  report,  that  they  have  examined  the 
accounts  of  the  board  of  war  up  to  the  4th  of  Feb.  and  find  a  balance 
due  by  the  board  to  the  United  States  of  459|-|- dollars,  vv'hich  is  paid 
to  them  (the  commlffioners)  and  for  which  they  are  ready  to  account 
and  are  to  be  charged  therewith. 

A  certificate  of  lieutenant-colonel  Adam  Hubley,  in  favour  of  lieu- 
tenant Berwick,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

FIze  o'clock,  P.   M. 

Mr.  Chafe,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gov.  Johnfon,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Norris, 
brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  v/arrant  llTue  on  the  treafurcr  in  favour  of  James 
Norris,  for  1527M.  dollars,  in  full  payment  of  his  capture  from  the 
enemy  on  the  9th  of  Jan.  177  7,  at  Elizabeth-town,  in  N.  Jerfey, 
which  was  difpofed  of  to  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Conway  be  directed  to  repair  to  the  army  at 
Peeks-Kill,  now  under  the  command  of  gen.  M'Dougal,  who,  while 
he  continues  in  that  command,  is  authorized  to  draw  on  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Efq;  pay-mafter  in  the  northern-department,  for  money  to 
anfwer  fuch  demands  as  relate  to  the  army  on  Hudfon's-River. 

A  petition  of  captain  Sullivan  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  John  Baynton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrantiffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  (late  of  Maryland,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them 
tranfmitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  that  ftate,  for  the  purpofe 
of  purchafing  provifions  for  the  grand  army  ;  the  faid  flate  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  1100  dollars,  in  favour 
of  major-general  Gates  ;   for  which  he  is  to  account. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  letters  relative  to  the  claims  of  Roderique  Hcrtales  i^ 
Co.  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poRponed. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  liTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the 
committee  of  commerce,  for  20,000  dollars,  to  be  piild  to  Mr.  de 
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Francey,  agent  for  RoderiqueHortales  t^Co.  alias  Monf.BeaumarcliuIs, 
and  that  the  exchange  be  adjufted  at  the  rate  of  400  per  cent. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

T'jESDAr,  March  24,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Jan.  27th,  from  col.  Ganfevoort,  and  one,  of  the  1 2th 
inft.  from  brigadier  Learned,  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  commillion, 
were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  col.  Ganfevoort,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the    refignation  of  brigadier  Learned  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  Jan.  the  23d,  from  the  council  of  MalTachafettii-Bay, 
was  read  : 

07-dered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  v/ar. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  and  one  of  the  f2ch,  from  major-general 
Heath,  were  read,  the  former  enclofing  copies  of  the  following  letters, 
viz.  one  of  the  4th,  from  capt.  Dalrymple  to  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne  ;  one  of  the  8th,  to  gen.  Burgoyne,  and  gen.  Burgoyne's  anfwer 
of  the  9th,  and  fundry  letters  that  pafTed  between  major-general  Heath 
and  capt.  Dalrymple  ;  alio  a  requefi:  of  lieutenant-colonel  Sutherland, 
of  the  47th  regiment  ; 

Ordered.,  That  fo  much  of  the  letter  of  the  10th,  as  relates  to  mo- 
ney, be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John 
Bradley,  for  20,000  dollars,  to  be  conveyed  to  John  Baynton,  Efq; 
deputy  pay-mafter-general  for  the  weftern-dlllridt  ;  the  laid  pay-mailer 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  In  favour  of  Thomas  Stuart, 
for  10,500  dollars,  to  diicharge  a  draught  of  his  excellency  Richard 
Cafwell,  gov.  of  N.  Carolina,  on  the  treafurer,  dated  Newbern,  the 
22d  of  Dec.  1777,  for  10,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  VYilliam  Skinner, 
Efq;  treafurer  of  the  northern-diftridt  of  the  faid  ftate,  exprefTed  to  be 
for  the  pu-pofe  of  purchafing  leather  and  deer-fkins,  agreeably  to  a 
refolve  of  Congrefs  ;  and  John  Aflie's  draught  on  the  treafurer  dated 
the  18th  of  April  laft,  for  500  dollars,  in  favour  of  major  Hardy  Mur- 
free,  exprefTed  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  ;  the  faid 
ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Five  o'clock,  P.   M. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congrefs  lit  but  once  a-day,  from  nine  in 
the  morning  to  two  in  the  afternoon,  precifely  ;  whereupon,  the  pre- 
vious queftion  was  moved,  and  the  fame  being  put, 

PafTed  in  tlie  affirmative. 

The  main  queftion  being  then  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required, 

New-Harapshire,       Mi.   Frost,  declined  anstveriiw.') 

^    >  no 
no  3 


Mr.  Folsom, 
Miusacbusetts-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.   Lovell,  no  \no 

Mr.   Dana,  declined  answering  _^ 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellerj,  ,  ay  ^£7k 
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Connecticut^ 
Pennsjlvania^ 


Delaware^ 
Mary/and, 


Virginia^ 
North-Carolina^ 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 
So  It  was  rt-fdlved  in 
Adjourned  to  nine  o' 


Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
'  Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 

the  affir 
clock  to 


Dyer,  no^ 

„>    7  >   710 

IVolcott,  no  3 

Lewis,  cy  J>  * 

Clark,  no^ 

Scudder,  no  3 

Roberdeau,  720 1 
James  Sriiitb,aj  \7io 

Clingan,  no  j 

M'Kean,  ay  )>qj 

Chase,  ay  ~\ 

Forbes,  ay  >ay 

Henry,  ay  j 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Banister, 
Harnett, 
Burke, 


ay 


^y 


Laurens,  declined  ansivering, 
Langivorthy,    ay  )>ay 

mative. 

morrow. 


Wednesdat,  March  25,    1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  ma- 
rine-committee, for  3000  dollars,  for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  their 
contingent  expenfes  ;  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  reiumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  be  poftponed. 

Ordered,  That  a  ^varrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  board 
of  war,  for  200,000  dollars,  for  public  fer\'ice  ;  the  faid  board  to  be 
accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  and  authorized  to 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  purchafes  of  wheat  and  flour,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army,  made  by  the  fuperiniendants,  the  commiffioners  of  the  ftate  of 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  purchafing-commiffaries,  and  report  thereon  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  James  Smith,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnuRSDAr,  March  26,    1778. 

A  memorial  from  W.  Eedlow  was  read  : 
'Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Feb.  24th,  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  ref- 
pefting  allowances  to  be  mnde  to  fick  and  wounded  foldiers,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  was  read,  informing, 
th:it  as  prifoners  begin  to  pafs  through  Princeton,  and  recruits  foon  will, 
he' has  found  it  neceiTary  to  appoint  Mr.  Thomas  Stockton  to  be  ilTuing- 
commiffary  there,  and  fixed  his  wsges  at  20  dollars  a-month,  and  al- 
low'^d  his  clerk  -|ds  of  a  dollar  per  day  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  the  appointment. 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Jan.  27th,  from  colonel  Ganfevoort,  -was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refiimed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  of  the  25th,  from 
the  board  of  war  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they 
confer  with  the  board  of  war  and  report  fpecially  on  the  fubjeds  men- 
tioned therein  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr. 
Scudder  and  Mr.  Folfom. 

Congrefs  having"  great  reafon  to  expect  an  invafion  of  the  flate  of 
Delaware,  and  being  apprehenfive  that  the  enemy  will  be  affifted  or 
joined  by  the  difafFefted  there,  and  confidering  the  prefent  condition 
of  that  government,  and  its  inability  to  exercife  fuch  powers  as  are  im- 
mediately and  abfolutely  neceffary  for  its  prefervation  ; 

Resolved,  nemine  contra  dicente.  That  brigadier  Smallwood  be  di- 
rected to  feciire  the  perfons  of  Thomas  White,  Charles  Gordon,  and 
fuch  other  inhabitants  of  that  ftate  as  he  fliall,  upon  good  grounds, 
fufpect  to  be  difafFedted,  and  whofe  being  at  large  will  be  dangerous 
to  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates,  and  to  fend  them  under  guard  to 
fuch  fafe  place  or  places  as  he  fhall  think  proper. 

Two  of  the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp  being  returned,  moved 
fundry  refolutions  refpedting  the  army,  which  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FniDAr,  March  27,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  ; 

The.  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duef,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Huntington 
and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  the  fortifications  and  works  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount-Independence  be  demoliflied,  and  that  the  board  of  war  give 
the  neceffary  orders  for  carrying  this  refolution  into  execution. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  major 
John  Clarke,  for  800  dollars,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  contingent 
expenfes  of  the  auditor's-office  in  the  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  informed  Congrefs  that  Mr.  Jofepli 
Henderfon,  chofen  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts  for  the  northern- 
diftrift,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  his  letter  to  the  board,  is  unable  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment : 

Resolved,  That  another  commiffioner  be  appointed,  and  that  to- 
morrow be  affigned  for  that  purpofe. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftmeiit  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports. 

That  the  commiffioners  have  examined  the  accounts  of  capt.  Wil- 
liam Scott,  for  pay  due  to  his  officers  and  men  to  the  end  of  Feb.  1778, 
and  fubfiftence  to  the  19th  of  the   fame  month;    alfo  recruiting  ex- 
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penfes  and  expenfes  of  marching  to  this  place,  amounting  to  2747|^ 
dollars,  exclulive  of  180  dollars  which  he  claims  for  bounty  paid  to 
nine  men  who  have  ablcondf  d  ;  of  which  he  fays  he  has  received  from 
col.  Thrufton  1400  dollars,  and  by  a  warrant  on  the  treafurer  the  fum 
of  500  dollars,  which  tvvo  fums  dedufted  from  the  amount  of  his  ac- 
count, there  remains  a  balance  of  847-^  dollars  : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Ghriftopher  Ludwig,  fu- 
perintendant  of  bakers  for  the  continental  army,  amounting  to  53  1 5-|^ 
dollars,  including  his  pay  to  the  3d  inft.  of  which  he  has  received  from 
Mr.  Stewart,  commiffary  of  iffues,  400  dols.  and  from  Mr.  Buchanan, 
commilTaiy-general  of  purchafes,  3250  dollars,  which  two  fums  being 
deducted  from  his  account,  there  remains  a  balance  of  1665-|^  dollars, 
including  100  dollars  advanced  to  Michael  Karvey,  at  Burlington  ; 
for  which  he  is  hereafter  to  account : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  balances  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  i-eport,  fo  far  as  relates  to  captain  Scott's 
claim  of  1  80  dollars,  be  re-committed  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania  fliall  grant  to  col. 
Thomas  Hartley  the  ftate -bounty  for  the  men  that  may  be  enlifled  in 
that  ftate  for  his  regiment,  the  ftate  fliall  have  credit  in  its  quota  of 
troops  for  fuch  men. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  captain  Ebenezer  Sulli- 
van, was  read : 

Ordered,  That  It  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  Smith  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Resolved,  That  the  propofitions  moved  yefterday,  refpedling  the  ar- 
my, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  was  then  refolved  into  a  committee,  and  after  fome  timc,- 
the  preiident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  confideration  the  propofitions  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  any  determination  thereon,  defired  leave  to 
fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs,  this  afternoon,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  refpefting 
the  army. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Mr.  Folfom,  for  his  and  Mr.  Dana's  expenfes 
on  a  committee  to  camp,  and  for  his  expenfes  returning,  the  fum  of 
11 0|-^  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  certificate  of  lieutenant-colonel  Hubley,  of  the 
22d  inft,  reprefenting,  that  lieutenant  James  Berwick  had  performed 
the  duty  of  judge-advocate  fince  the  4th  day  of  Feb.  laft,  in  a  general 
court-martial  ordered  by  the  commander  In  chief,  in  which  lieutenant- 
colonel  Hubley  was  prefident,  be  referred  to  major  Clark  and  M. 
Clarkfon,  Efqrs;  auditors  in  the  army,  who  are  direfted  to  confult  with 
gen.  Waftiington  and  report  to  him  a  proper  allowance,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  milltary-cheft,  for  the  fervices  performed  by  the  faid  lieute- 
nant Berwick. 
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Resohed,  That  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  judge-advocate-general,  be 
hereafter  allowed  75  dollars  per  month,  his  former  rations,  and  forage 
for  two  horfes. 

Resolved^  That  the  commiflioners  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  cau- 
fes  of  the  mifcarriage  of  the  expedition  againft  Newport,  exhibit  their 
accounts  to  the  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  or  any  of  his  affiflants  in  the 
eaftern-department,  who  are  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  the  fame. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Derk  Ten  Broeck,  Efq;  coramif- 
fioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  York,  for  27,313 
dollars,  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  pay-mafl;er  in  the 
northern-department,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Waniington,  with  fundry  papers 
cnclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee,  and  after  fome  time,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  farther  confideration  the  proportions  ref- 
pedlingthe  army,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to 
lit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning  Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  referred 
to  them. 

Adjoarned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuEDAT,  March  28,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  count  Pulaiki,  was  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  19th,  from  the  board 
of  war  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  count  Pulafki  retain  his  rank  of  brigadier  in  the  ar- 
my of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  raife  and  have  the  command  of 
an  independent  corps  to  confift  of  68  horfe,  and  200  foot,  the  horfe  to 
be  armed  with  lances,  and  the  foot  equipped  in  the  manner  of  light- 
infantry  :  the  corps  to  be  raifedin  fuch  way  and  compofed  of  fuch  men 
as  gen.  Waflilngton  (liall  think  expedient  and  proper  ;  and  if  it  lliall  be 
thought  by  gen.  Wafliington,  that  it  will  not  be  injurious  to  the  fer- 
vice,  that  he  have  liberty  to  difpenfe  in  this  particular  inftance  with 
the  refolve  of  Congrefs  againfl  enlifting  deferters. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with 
a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  a  conference  held  by  the  commiflioners  of 
Indian  affairs  of  the  northerji-department,  with  a  number  of  Sachems 
and  Warriors  of  the  Six-^Nations  at  JohnRon,  the  7th  of  March,  1778  ; 
and  a  letter  of  the  16th,  from  Mr.  Duane,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  William  Bell 
and  James  Gallagher,  brought  in  a  report,  which  v>'as  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  extradl  of  gen.  Wafli- 
ington's  letter  of  the  27th  of  Feb.  and  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  March, 
from  William  Patterfon,  attorney-general  of  N.  Jerfey,  brought  in  a 
report  : 

Ordered^  Thattheconfiderationthereof  be  poRponed  to  Monday  next. 


128  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee,  and,  after  fome  time,  the 
prefidentrefumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  farther  confideration  the  propofitions  ref- 
pefting  the  army  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclu- 
fion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  this  afternoon  Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  refpeding  the  army. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  and  one,  of  the  26th, 
from  Charles  Lewis,  colonel  of  the  14th  Virginia  regiment,  defiring 
leave  to  refign  his  commiffion,  Avere  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  col.  Charles  Lewis  be  accented. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration  the  propofi- 
tions refpefting  the  army  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  fome  farther 
progrefs  therein,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to 
fit  again-': 

Resolved,  That  on  Monday  Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  refpedling  the  array. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  March  30,   1778. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  col.  Wadfworth  is  arrived  in  town, 
and  waits  the  orders  of  Congrefs  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
him,  and  enquire  whether  he  will  undertake  the  office  of  commliTary-. 
general  of  purchafes  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

At  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Clark, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  exciifed  from  ferving  as  members  of  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  two  others  be  elected  in  their  room  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcottand  Mr.  Scudder. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  an  auditor  of  accounts 
in  the  northern-diftric!:,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Henderfon,  and  a  com- 
miffioner  of  accounts  at  the  board  of  treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Be- 
nezet,  and  Peter  Boyer,  Efq;  was  appointed  one  of  the  auditors  of  ac- 
counts in  the  northern-diftridl ;  and  William  Denning,  Efq;  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  commifTioners  of  accounts  at  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  and  one,  of  the  6th,  from  A.  Gillon,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and 
that  they  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  in- 
ftruftions  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  by  gen.  Wafhington  to  ne- 
gociate  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  relative  to  count  Pulaf- 
ki's  corps : 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  at  camp, 
and  that  they  be  authorized  to  confult   with  rfn.  Wafiiington  and 
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brigadier  Pulaflci  refpeA'mg  the  appointment  of  officers  for  that  corps, 
and  to  aft  thereon  as  they  judge  proper  and  expedient. 

A  petition  from  lieutenant  James  Berwick  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  his  account  for  fervices  done  in  capacity  of  judge- 
advocate  of  a  general  court-martial  held  at  Lancafter,  from  the  4th  of 
February  to  the  22d  of  March,  be  paid. 

Mr.  Drayton,  a  delegate  from  S.  Carolina,  attended,  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  ftate,  which, 
were  read,  and  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens, 
William  Henry  Drayton,  John  Matthews,  Thomas  Heyward,  and 
Richard  Hutfon,  Efqrs;  are  duly  elected  to  reprefent  that  ftate  in  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inflrudions  for  the  commiffion- 
crs  for  fettling  a  cartel,  brought  in  a  report,  which  Avas  taken  into  con- 
(Ideration,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  Congrefs  concur  in  opinion  with  gen.  Wafliington,  that 
there  are  fome  ambiguities  charafterifing  the  meafures  taken  by  gen. 
Howe  reipecting  gen.  Lee,  which  juftify  alarming  furmifes,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  has  paffed  to  the  contrary  : 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  informed,  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Congrefs  that  it  fliould  be  a  preliminary  in  the  propofed  cartel 
for  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners,  that  major-general  Lee  be  abfo- 
lutely  exchanged  for  major-general  Prefcot,  and  if  refufed,  that  no  ex- 
change take  place  till  the  farther  order  of  Congrefs  : 

That  it  be  propofed  to  exchange  lieutenant-colonel  Ethan  Allen 
for  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  or  lieutenant-colonel  Anflruther,  and 
if  not  acceded  to,  that  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  be  lent  back  to  the 
ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  : 

That  gen.  Wafliington  be  further  direfted  to  inftrudl  the  commif- 
fioners  to  be  careful  not  to  contravene,  in  fettling  the  propofed  cartel, 
any  of  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  particularly  that  of  the  30th  of 
December,  refpefting  fuch  of  the  citizens  of  tliefe  ftates  as  niajr  volun- 
tarily join  the  enemy  and  be  taken  in  arms  againft  thefe  ftateb*: 

That  if  the  enemy  will  not  confentto  exempt  citizens  fr-jm  carJture, 
agreeably  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  comiTiiflioners  be  inilrudled  pon- 
tively  to  infifi;  on  their  exchange  without  any  relation  to  rank : 

That  general  Wafliington  be  dire£led  not  to  permit  any  article  of 
the  propofed  cartel  to  be  finally  concluded  without  his  exprefs  appro- 
bation, and  that  the  prefident   be  direfted  to  inform  him  accordingly. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofcph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  20,000  dol- 
lars, advanced  upon  the  application  of  the  faid  board,  for  the  purpofe 
of  paying  colonel  Hartley's  regiment,  three  months  pay  ;  for  an  ad- 
vance to  Chriflopher  Ludwig,  fuperlntendant  of  bakers  ;  and  for  con- 
tingent expenfes  of  the  board  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  N.  Tolfom, 
delegate  from  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfliire,  for  500  dollars  advanced 
upon  his  application,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  ftate  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  W.  Palfrey,  Efq; 
pay-mafler-general,  for  500,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department  ; 
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he  to  be  accountable,   and   that  it  be  tranfmitted  to  bim  by   Jofeph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafler  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  prefident  and 
council  of  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  30,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them 
put  into  the  hands  of  proper  perfons  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  hor- 
ies  in  the  faid  ftate,  for  the  ufe  of  the  array  of  the  United  States  ;  the 
faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commilTioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  50,000  dollars,  in 
favour  of  the  prefident  and  council  of  the  faid  ftate,  to  be  by  them  put 
into  the  hands  of  proper  perfons  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  horfes  in 
that  ftate,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  the  faid  ftate 
to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  relative  to 
capt.  Ebenezer  Sullivan,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  in  coniideration  of  the  peculiarity  of  captain  Ebene- 
zer Sullivan's  cafe,  he  be  allowed  his  pay  and  rations  during  the  time 
he  has  been  in  captivity,  and  his  pay  while  he  fliall  continue  a  prifon- 
er  of  war,  any  thing  in  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  of  Janu-r 
ary  laft,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding : 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trcafury  to  adjuft  the  accounts 
of  captain  Sullivan,  and  make  him  fuch  compenfation  for  his  lolTes  and 
extraordinary  trouble  as  they  ihall  deem  equitable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

— — — HBs®  <Si>  ^ 

TuESDAT,  March  31,    1778. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Wilkinfon  was  read,  defining  leave  to  refignhis 
•ffice  of  fecretary  to  the  board  of  war  : 

Resohed,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted,  and  that  his  letter  be 
returned  as  improper  to  remain  on  the  files  of  Congrefs. 

A  petition  from  H.  Zedwitz  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th  of  January,  from  John  Peck  Rathbun,  was  read  ; 
alfo  one  from  colonel  B.  Tupper  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  colonel  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commlffary- 
general  of  purchafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  February,  from  D.  Cottineau,  captain  of  the 
{hip  Ferdinand,  at  Cape-Look-Out,  North-Carolina,  with  an  invoice 
of  her  cargo,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  authorized,  after  a 
conference  with  theboard  of  war  and  the  marine-committee,  to  purchafe 
fuch  articles  of  the  cargo  as  they  fliall  deem  expedient  for  the  public 
fervice. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Gillon,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  as  Mr.  Gillon  hath  accepted  of  an  appointment  to 
command  the  navy  of  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina,  and  Congrefs  have  em- 
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powered  their  conimiffioner  at  Paris  to  appoint  ag-ents  to  tranfacl  the 
commercial  affairs  of  thefe  ftates,  it  is  inexpedient  to  proceed  upon 
his  contraft. 

Gongrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration  the  propofi- 
tions  relative  to  the  arm.y,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclulion^ 
delire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved^  That  Gongrefs,  this  afternoon,  be  refolved  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propoiitions  relative  to  the  army. 

Five  o'clock.,  P.   31. 

Gongrefs  was  again  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  con- 
fider farther  the  propofitions  relative  to  the  army,  and,  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration  the  propofitions 
to  them  referred,  and  having  come  to  a  conclufion  thereon,  he  was  rea- 
dy to  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  of  the  report  be  pollponed  till  to- 
morrow. J 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  April  1,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  March,  from  general  Greene,  quartcr-maf- 
ter-general,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  7th,  from  Mofes  Emerfon,  was  read,  infor- 
ming, that  he  accepts  the  appointment  to  the  office  of  commiffioner  of 
accounts  in  the  middle-diftrift. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  21ft,  from  col.  D.  Mafon,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  11th,  from  major  De  Bois,  at  Albany,  was 
read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
•whole  Gongrefs,  refpefting  an  eftablifhment  or  allowance  to  officers 
after  the  war : 

After  debate  it  was  agreed,  that  amendments  be  moved  and  made 
in  the  report,  but  that,  after  the  amendments  are  made  and  the  report 
gone  through,  the  whole  report,  as  amended,  lliall  be  open  to  debate, 
whether  it  (hall  be  adopted  by  Gongrefs  or  be  fent  to  the  ftates,  and 
their  opinion  taken,  previous  to  the  final  determination  of  Gongrefs. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  count  Pu- 
laiki,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  horfes  and  re- 
cruiting his  corps. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  29th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  ;  whereupon, 

It  was  moved,  that  the  report  be  entered  on  the  journal ; 
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To  which  the  previous  queftlon  was  inovecl, 

and  the  yeas  and  nays 

being  required, 

Neiv-Hampsh  ire, 

Mr. 

Folsom, 

no  J>no 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

^y") 

Mr. 

Love  11, 

ay  lay 

Mr. 

Dana, 

no  _< 

Rbode-Islandy 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

no  '^no 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

720  i 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

710  >no 

Mr. 

Wolcott, 

no  J 

New-Tor  k, 

Mr. 

Lewis, 

'^yl  ^,. 

Mr. 

Duer, 

New-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Clark, 
Scudder, 

no^ 

V  no 
no^ 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

James  Smith 

,  ay  yay 

Delaivare, 

Mr. 

M<-Kean, 

ay  )>ay 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Chase, 

cyi 

Mr. 

Forbes, 

ay  lay 

Mr. 

Henry, 

no  J 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

F.  L.  Lee, 

ay  )>ay 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Burke, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens,  declined  answering.  > 

Mr.  Drayton,  no^ 

Mr,  LangKVorthy,    ay  Y^y 

So  it  was  refolved,  that  the  main  queftion  be  put. 

The  main  queftion  being  then  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required, 

Mr.  Folsom,  '  no  ^no 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay~ 

Mr.  Lovell,  7io  yno 

Mr.  Dana,  no 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Hunti7igton, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Scudder, 


Georgia, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Isla7id, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 
New-Jersey, 


yS 


no  ^no 
no' 

no  I  no 

no 

ay] 

ay 

no , 

no ' 


^y 


710 


Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  James  Smith,  ay  ^ay 


Mr.  M^Kean, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  F,  L.  Lee, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  declined  voting. 

Mr.  Drayton,  no 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,      ay  ^ay 

So  the  ftates  were  equally  divided  and  the  queftion  loft. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


ay  )>ay 

ay  J.  ay 

no  J 
ay)>* 
ay  yay 
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Thursdat,  April  2,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  gen.  Armftrong,  at  Carlifle,  was  read. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  refpe^ling  the  employing 
a  conductor  to  take  charge  of  the  waggons  to  be  lent  to  the  fouthward  : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and  the  marine-commit- 
tee be  directed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
faid  report,  and  take  fuch  meafures  on  the  premifes  as  they  fliall  deem 
expedient. 

Ordered,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  col.  Wadfworth  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Banifter. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  called  for  ;  where- 
upon a  queftion  was  moved. 

That  the  confideration  of  the  faid  report  be  poftponed,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay ■)  Mr.  Gerry,  cy"| 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay 

Mr.  Dana,  ay  _ 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  ay' 

Mr.  Huntington,  ay 

Mr.   Wolcott,  ay_ 

Ne%v-York,  Mr.  Leivis,  ay 

Mr.  Duer,  ay  [ 

Nevj-Jersey,  Mr.  Clark,  ay 

Mr.  Scudder,  ay 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau,  ay 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Forbes,  ciy>ay 

Mr.   Henry,  ay  j 

Virginia,  Mr.  F.L.Lee,  ay 7     ^ 

Mr.  Banister,  ayS 

Korth-Carolina,         Mr.  Burke,  ay  ^ay 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no') 

Mr.  Drayton,  noS 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langiuorthy,  ay  ^'^y 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-mon-ow. 

FniDAr,  April  3,    1778. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  of  March  25th  from  the  navy-board  at  Bor- 
denton,  to  the  marine-committee,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  March  21ft,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  enclofing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr.  Rufli,  dated  Princeton,  Feb.  25th,  was  read; 
alfo  a  letter  of  March  9th,  with  a  poftfcript  of  the  1 9th  from  Dr.  Rufh 
to  Mr.  Roberdeau,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

That  the  committee  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  charges  con- 
tained in  Dr.  Rufti's  letters  againft  Dr.  Shippen,  and  into  the  condm^ 

Vol.  IV.  S 
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ay 
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of  Dr.  Shippen  as  direclor-genera!  of  the  hofpltal,  and  report  fpecially 
to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  committee  be  authorized  to  fend  for  fucb  perfons  and  pa- 
pers as  they  may  judge  neceffary,  and  allow  the  reafonable  and  necef- 
fary  expenfcs  of  the  witnelTes  attending  this  bufinefs  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Ba- 
nifter. 

JResohed^  That  Mr.  Langworthy  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
marine-committee.  __•+•__ 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wadfworth,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTiie  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the 
pay-mader  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  on  the  application  of 
that  Itoard,  for  7000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  col.  Sheppard's  and  capt. 
Kinf'bury's  corps  ;  for  which  the  faid  pay-mafter  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffiie  on  the  treafurer  for  1000  dollars,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  E.  Dyer,  upon  liis  application  ;  and  that  tlie  fame  be  charged  to 
the  ftate  of  Connecticut. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuflment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  lieut,  James  Berwick,  for  his  fervices  acling  as 
judge-advocate  at  a  court-martial  held  at  LanCafter,  from  Feb.  the 
4th  to  March  the  22d,  1778,  the  fum  of  235  dollars,  and  for  his  ex- 
penfes  in  Yorh-town,  tVom  March  the  22d  to  this  day,  the  fum  of  30 
dollars,  making  together  the  fum  of  265  dollars  : 

To  capt.  Ebenezer  Sullivan,  for  pay  from  Jan.  the  1ft,  1777,  to  the 
1ft  inft.  and  42  days  rations,  deducing  the  fum  of  120  dollars,  recei- 
ved from  major-general  Heath,  a  balance  of  494  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  the  cafe  of  capt.  E.  Sulli- 
van was  referred,  report,  "  that  they  have  examined  his  account  of  ex- 
penfes  for  fupport  of  a  party  of  troops  commanded  by  major  Sherburn, 
in  their  march  from  St.  John's  to  St.  Ann's,  amounting  to  1  1  dollars, 
and  confidered  his  lofs  of  250  dollars  of  public  money,  which,  by  affi- 
davit, he  declares  were  taken  from  him  by  the  enemy,  and  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  faid  funis,  together  with  the  farther  fum  of  750  dollars, 
making  in  the  whole,  1  1  1  dollars,  ftiould  be  paid  to  him,  in  full  compen- 
fation  of  his  fe'rvicfs  and  fiifFerings  as  a  hoftage  for  the  troops  taken  by 
the  enemy  at  the  Cedars,  in  May,  1776  :" 

Ordered,   That  the  faid  fum  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  farther  report  ; 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer,  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Burke,  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  for  the  fum 
of  1500  dollars,  advanced  on  his  application,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  Mr.  Wadfworth,  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed,  till 
the  committee  fcntto  camp  return. 
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The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafiirer  for  200,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  William  Buchanan,  Efq;  commiiTary-gencrai  of  purchafes, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  midclle-diftrid  ;  the  laid  comniifTary-general  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  after  debate, 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  commitree  of  three  : 
The  members  ciiofen,  Mr.  J.  Smitli,  Mr.  Chirk  and  Mr.  Henry. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dyer  have  leave  of  abfence. 
A  letter,  of  the  2111:,  and  one  of  March  the  24th,  from  major-gene- 
■  ral  Heath,  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuR'DAr,  April  4,    1778» 

A  motion  was  made,  that  on  Monday  next  Gongrefs  be  refolved 
Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  United  States  : 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved,  that  the  confideratlon  of  this  motion  be 
poftponed  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  Dana,' 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut^  Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.    Wolcott, 
New-York,  Mr.   Lewis, 

Mr.  Ducr, 
Ne%v-Jersey,  Mr.   Clark, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.    Roberdeau,        ay") 

Mr.   James  Smith,  no  ^ 
Maryland,  Mr.   Chase, 

Mr.   Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.   Burke, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.    Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton, 
Georgia,  Mr.   Langworthy, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes,  of  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land, fhall  not  be  held  to  make  any  more  connon  on  their  prefent 
contract : 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  commifiioners  of  claims  to  fettle  the  ac- 
counts of  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes  againfl;  the  United  States,  agreea- 
bly to  their  contradl  : 

That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  directed  to  report  to  Gon- 
grefs fuch  an  allowance  per  ton  as  they  fliall  deem  fufKcient  to  enfure 
a  reafonable  profit  on  aU  the  cannon  which  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes 
have  caft,  and  which  have  fuilained  or  Ihall  fuftain  due  proof,  as  well 
thofe  that  have  not,  as  thofe  that  have  been  delivered  according  to 
contrad  : 
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That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  authorized  to  enter  into  a 
contrad  with  MefTrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes,  for  fuch  a  number 
of  battering  cannon  and  mortars,  and  fuch  quantity  of  fliot  and  fliells, 
as  they  fliall  deem  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  count  Pulaikl's  corps, 
was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Dana. 
Resolved,  That   the  1 5  men  enlifted   and  lately  brought  to  York- 
town  by  capt.  Scott,  be  annexed  to  col.  Hartley's  regiment,  and  that 
capt.  Scott  and  the  fubalterns  of  the  faid  company  be  difmiffed. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  Avarrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,   Efq;  com- 
miffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Malfachufetts- 
Bay,  in    favour   of  the   marine-committee,   for  40,000   dollars  ;  one 
other  warrant  in  their  favour    for    30,000  dollars,    on  John    Law- 
rence, Efq;  commiflioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of 
Connefticut  ;  and  one  other  warrant  for  30,000  dollars  in  their  favour, 
on  Nicholas  Oilman,  Efq;   commiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office 
in  the  ftate  of  New-Hampfliire  ;  for  which  fums  the  faid  marine-com- 
mittee is  to  be  accountable,  the  fame  being  advanced  on  their  applica- 
tion for  the  ufe  of  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-department. 

Resolved,  That  one  million  of  dollars  be  emitted  and  the  direction 
of  the  treafury-board,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emiffion  direfted  on  the  5th  of  March  laft,  be  number- 
ed from  the  laft  number  of  each  refpective  denomination  of  that  emif- 
fion progreffively,  and  confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

'   "  -  46,152 

61,536 

76,920 

92,304 

107,688 

30,770 

123,080 

-      461,550 


15,384  bills 

of 

3  dollars, 

15,384  do. 

of 

4  do. 

15,384  do. 

of 

5  do. 

15,384  do. 

of 

6  do. 

15,384  do. 

of 

7  do. 

15,385  do. 

of 

2  do. 

15,385  do. 

of 

8  do. 

15,385  do. 

of 

30  do. 

1,000,000 
That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  and  of  the 
infpeftors  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the  emiffion  dire£led  on 
the  10th  of  May  laft,  fliall  extend  to  the  one  million  to  be  emitted, 
fubjeft,  however,  to  fuch  directions  and  inftruclions  as  the  board  of 
treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conlideratlon  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  empowered  if  he  fliall  deem  it 
neceffary,  to  call  upon  the  ftates  of  Maryland,  Pennfylvania  and  New- 
Jerfey,  for  5000  of  their  militia,  in  fuch  proportions  from  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates  as  he  fliall  think  proper  ;  to  remain  in  fervice  for  fuch  time 
as  general  Wafliington  fliall  recommend  ;  the  faid  militia  to  be  arm- 
ed and  accoutred  by  the  refpedive  ftates  to  Vv'hich  they  belong,  to  whom 
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it  is  earneflly  recommeded  to  life  every  exertion  in  complying  with  th& 
general's  requeft. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAi;  April  6,    1778. 

Whereas  col.  Hartley  has  reprelented,  that  it  will  be  neceffary  for 
the  public  lervice  that  he  fhould  have  liberty  to  retain  one  of  the  fub- 
alterns  in  cap.  Stott's  company  for  fonie  few  days  : 

Resolved,  That  col.  Hartley  have  power  to  retain  the  fubaltern  fo 
long  as  he  ihall  judge  it  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Reed,  a  delegate  from  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took 
liis  feat. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  major  Clarke,  one  of  the  auditors  of  ac- 
counts at  the  camp  ;  one  of  this  day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  Efq;  com- 
miffary-general  of  purchafes  ;  and  one  of  March  30th,  from  Mcffrs. 
Reed  and  Morris,  two  of  the  committee  at  camp  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  gen.  WaPnington,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  John 
Davis,  deputy  quavter-mafter-gen.  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department,  and  charged  to  major-gen.  Greene,  quarter-mafter-general: 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  committee  of 
commerce,  for  2500  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  a  draught  of  Livi- 
nus  Clarkfon  and  Abraham  Livingfton,  continental  agents  at  Charlef- 
tovvn  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieutenant  James 
Peale,  for  the  fum  of  25,068  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  the  following- bills, 
drawn  by  Thomas  Reed,  afTiftant  to  the  pay-mafter-general,  two  of 
them  in  favou;-  of  Thomas  Smith,'  and  by  him  endorfed  to  the  faid  J. 
Peale,  dated  April  the  3d,  1778,  one  for  4482  dollars,  and  one  for  8940, 
amounting  to  13,422  dollars  ;  two  others  in  favour  of  the  faid  James 
Peale,  viz.  one  for  339  1,  and  one  for  9255  dollars,  making  12,646 
dollars  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  26,068  dollars  ;  for  v/hich  fum  the 
pay-mafter-general  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James  Meafe, 
Efq;  clothier-general,  for  50,000  dollars  : 

That  another  warrant  iffue  onThomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiiTioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of 
the  clothier-general,  for  100,000  dollars  : 

That  another  warrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Clarke,  Efq;  commiffioner  of 
the  continental  loan-oflice  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  favour  of 
the  clothier-general,  for  20,000  dollars  ;  and  that  another  warrant 
iffue  on  Nathaniel  Gilman,  Efq;  commiliioner  of  the  continental  loan- 
oSlce  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Hamplhlre,  in  favour  of  the  clothier-general, 
for  40,000  dollars,  for  which  four  fums,  amounting  in  the  Avhole,  to 
210,000  dollars, advanced  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  he,  the 
clothier-general,  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direfted  not  to  pay  any  draughts 
of  his  agents  in  Georgia,  nor  to  rpmit  him  any  money  till  the  farther 
order  of  Con^crefs. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  war, 
refpe£ling  brigadier  Pulafki's  legion,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  brigadier  Pulaiki,for  every  man 
cnlifted  and  mufiered  in  his  legion,  and  who  fhall  be  furnifhed  by  the 
faid  brigadier  with  the  following  articles  of  clothing  and  accoutre- 
ments, 130  dollars,  including  ^.he  continental  bounty-money  : 

For  each  trooper  and  light-infantry-man,  one  flock,  one  cap,  a  pair 
ef  breeches,  one  comb,  two  pair  of  ftocking?,  two  pair  of  gaiters,  three 
pair  of  flioes,  one  pair  of  buckles,  a  fpear  and  a  cartouch-box  ; 

For  each  trooper  a  pair  of  boots,  a  faddle,  halters,  curry-comb  and 
brufh,  portmantle,  picket-cord  and  pack-faddle  ; 

The  leather  for  the  portmantle  and  pack-faddle  to  be  furniflied  out 
of  the  public  {lores,  by  order  of  the  board  of  war  : 

That,  in  order  to  enable  brigadier  Pulafki  to  raife  and  equip  his  le- 
gion with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  and 
direcled  to  advance,  on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war,  a  fum  of 
money  not  exceeding  50,000  dollars,  to  be  by  the  board  of  war  advan- 
ced, from  time  to  time,  to  brigadier  Pulafki,  on  account  of  his  legion  : 

That  if  any  of  the  ftates,  in  which  brigadier  Pulafki  fhall  recruit  for- 
his  legion,  Ihall  give  to  perfons  enlifling  In  the  fame  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war,  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  (fate  in  addition  to  the 
continental  bounty,  the  men  fo  furniflied,  not  being  inhabitants  of  any 
other  of  the  United  States,  fliall  be  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  ftate 
in  which  they  fliall  be  enlifted. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  26th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia  ;  one, 
of  March  the  20th,  from  Thurmer  Hoggard,  of  Princefs  Ann,  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  one,  of  March  the  20th,  from  Maxwell  isf.  Loyal ;  were  readi 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  who  are 
direfted  to  report  thereon. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  refpecting  the  affairs  of  Roderique  Hortales  Si?*  Co.  and, 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  April  7,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  March  the  3  Iff,  from  the  commiffioners  fent  to  Fort- 
Pitt,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  fame  date,  from 
col.  G.  Morgan,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  ;  were  read  : 

Amongfl:  the  papers  enclofed  is  the  following  certificate,  figned  by 
the  commiiTioners  : 

"  We,  the  commiffioners  for  the  weftern-department,  acting  under 
authority  of  Congref?,  having,  in  obedience  to  our  inftrudVions,  notice 
being  firff  given  to  all  the  neighbouring  counties,  proceeded  to  an  en- 
quiry into  the  couduft  of  col.  George  Morgan,  agent  for  Indian  affairs, 
and  continued  the  fame  by  adjournments  from  the  20th  to  the  26th 
inft.  do,  after  the  cleared  and  mofl  fatisfactory  teftimonies,  wholly  ac- 
quit the  faid  col.  George  Morgan  of  the  charges  againft  him,  of  infi- 
delity to  his  public  truft  and  difaffection  to  the  American  caufe  ;  and 
we  teftify  that  we   are  pofTefl  of  the  knowledge  of  various  fads  and 
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circumftances  evincing  not  only  his  attacliment  to  tliat  caufc,  but  alfo 
an  uncommon  degree  of  diligence  in  diicharging  tlie  duties  of  his  em- 
ployment, and  of  attention  to  the  interefts  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
therefore  arc  of  opinion,  he  ought  to  be  refioied  to  the  fuUeft  confidence 
of  his  country. 

Samp.  Matthkws. 
Geo.  Clymkr. 
Sam.  M'Dowell. 
Pittsburgh,  March  27,  1778.'" 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  the  commiffioncrs  and  from  colonel 
G-  Morgan,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  F.L.  Lee,  Mr.J.B.  Smith b° Mr. Wolcott. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  and  one,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  alfo 
a  letter  of  the  4th,  from  E.  Boudinot,  Efq;  commiffary-general  of 
prli'oners,  to  the  board  of  war,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  two  laft  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen.  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Duer. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  3d,  from  general 
Wafhington,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  capt.  Henry  Lee,  of  the  light-dragcons,  by  the  whole  te- 
nor of  his  conduft  during  the  lafl  campaign,  has  proved  himfelf  a  brave 
and  prudent  officer,  rendered  effential  fervice  to  his  country,  and  ac- 
quired to  himfelf,  and  the  corps  he  commanded,  diftinguidied  honour; 
and  it  being  the  determination  of  Congrefs  to  reward  merit, 

Resolved,  That  captain  H.  Lee  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major- 
commandant ;  that  he  be  empowered  to  augment  his  prefent  corps  by 
enliftment  to  two  troops  of  horfe,  to  aft  as  a  fepavate  corps  : 

That  lieut.  Lindfey,  of  col.  Bland's  regiment,  who  ferved  in  that 
characTter  m  capt.  Lee's  troop,  during  the  campaign,  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  captain,  and  have  the  command  of  one  of  the  troops  under 
major  Lee  : 

That  cornet  Peyton,  ferving  in  the  fame  manner,  be  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain-lieutenant,  and  have  the  command  of  the  other  troop 
under  major  Lee  : 

That  the  other  officers  be  appointed  by  gen.  Wafliington,  and  receive 
commiffions  from  hfhi  accordingly. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  the  propriety  and  nc- 
cefity  of  exempting  from  militia  duties  perfons  employed  in  manufac- 
tories and  other  bufmefs  for  the  public  fervice,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Banlfter. 
'  The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
the  auditors  in  the  army,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  determine  the 
number  of  clerks  that  may  be  neceffary,  from  time  to  tim.e,  for  alTifling 
the  auditors  of  the  army. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  when 
the  following  contraft  or  inftriisfient  was  agreed  to  : 

"  To  all  whom  it  may  concern,  \yj\ereas  Roderique  Hortales  ^Co. 
of  Paris,  have  {hipped,  or  caufed  to  be  (hipped  or  laden,  on  board  fun- 
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dry  fnips  or  vefTels,  confiderable  quantities  of  cannon,  arms,  ammunii, 
tlon,  clothing  and  other  {lores,  mod  of  which  have  been  fufely  landed 
in  America,  and  delivered  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
life  and  fervice  thereof;  and  whereas  the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  55* 
Co.  are  willing  and  defirous  to  continue  fupplying  thefe  ftates  with 
cannon,  mortars,  bombs,  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  every  fort  of 
{lores,  that  may  be  wanted  or  required,  and  alfo  with  Ipecle,  provided 
fatisfadory  alTumption  be  made  and  afTurance  given  for  the  payment 
in  France  of  the  fir{l  coft,  charges  and  freight  of  the  cargoes  already 
fhlpped,  as  well  as  thofe  to  be  hereafter  fliipped,  and  of  fpecie  to  be 
advanced :  and  whereas  fome  cargoes  of  American  produce  have  al- 
ready been  fliipped  to  the  addrefs  of  the  faid  Roderiqe  Hortales  is"  Co. 
or  their  aflfigns,  for  fale  on  account  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  net  proceeds  whereof  are  to  be  applied  in  part  difcharge  of  their 
claims.  Now  know  ye,  that  John  Baptifte  Lazarus  Thereneau  de  Fran- 
cey,  agent  of  Peter  Auguflin  Caron  de  Beaumarchais  as  reprefentative 
of  the  houfe  of  the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  isi"  Co.  by  him  eipecially  ap- 
pointed and  empowered  to  aft  fully  and  effeftually  in  all  things  on  his 
behalf,  as  appears  by  a  certain  letter  of  attorney  or  inftrument  of  wri- 
ting, bearing  date  the  tenth  day  of  Sept.  anno  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  feven-feven,  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  doth,  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  faid  Roderiqe  Hortales  isf  Co.  reprefented  by  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  as  aforefaid,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  in  him  vefled,  con- 
traft,  agree  and  engage  to  and  with 

a  committee  of  commerce,  properly  appointed  and  authorized  by  the 
delegates  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to 
enter  into,  execute,  ratify  and  confirm  this  contraft  for  and  on  behalf 
of  the  faid  United  States,  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  cofls  and  charges  of  the  feveral  cargoes  already  fliipped 
by  the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  ts"  Co.  fliall  be  fairly  ftated  at  the  cur- 
rent prices  and  ufual  mercantile  charges  in  France,  of  the  dates  at  which 
they  were  fliipped  : 

2.  That  the  freight  of  the  faid  cargoes  fliall  be  charged  agreeably 
to  the  contract  made  by  and  between  Mr.  Beaumarchais  and  Mr.  Silas 
Deane  and  Mr.  Montieu  : 

3.  That  all  orders  for  cannon,  mortars,  bombs,  arms,  ammunition, 
clothing  or  other  {lores,  which  may  hereafter  be  tranfmitted  to  MelTrs. 
Roderique  Hortales  IS"  Co.  or  delivered  to  their  agent  in  America  by 
the  faid  committee,  or  any  other  perfons  properly  authorized  by  Con- 
grefs to  tranfmit  or  deliver  fuch  lifls  or  orders,  fliall  be  executed  and 
Ihipped  with  all-poiTible  difpatch  : 

4.  That  all  articles  to  be  hereafter  fliipped  for  America,  in  virtue 
of  this  contraft,  fliall  be  provided  as  nearly  to  the  orders  as  poffible, 
at  not  higher  than  the  current  prices,  and  attended  with  the  raofl  mo- 
derate charges,  not  higher  than  the  ufual  mercantile  charges  of  the  place 
from  whence  they  are  exported : 

5.  That  good  fliips  fliall  be  chartered  or  bought  on  the  moft  mode- 
rate terms  for  tranfporting  the  fiores  to  America,  and  carrying  back 
fuch  cargoes  as  the  committee  fliall  choofe  to  fliip  In  them  : 

6.  That  agents  appointed  under  the  authority  of  Congrefs  fliall  have 
free  liberty  to  infpeft  the  quality  and  require  the  prices  of  all  articles 
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^0  be  fnippcd  for  the  account  of  the  United  States,  with  power  to  re- 
jei5l  fiich  as  they  judge  unfit  or  too  high  charged  ;  they  fliall  alfo  be 
party  in  the  charters  andpurchafesof  (liipsto  be  employed  in  this  fervice: 

7.  That  bills  on  the  houfe  of  Rodericjue  Hortales  t?"  Co.  aforefaid, 
for  24,000,000  of  livrcs  tournois  annually,  fliall  be  duly  honoured  and 
paid,  the  bills  to  be  drawn  at  double  ul'ance,  and  at  the  following  pe- 
riods, viz.  in  the  months  of  May,  July,  September,  November,  Janua- 
ry and  March,  for  4,000,000  each  two  months. 

In  confideration  whereof,  the  faid 

commercial-committee  of 
Congrefs,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authorities  to  them  delegated 
by  the  Congrefs,  do,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  faid  United  States,  cove- 
nant, agree  and  engage  with  the  faid  Roderic^ue  Hortales  13'Cc.by  their 
agent,  as  follows  : 

1.  That  remittances  fhall  be  made  by  exports  of  American  produce 
and  otherways  to  the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  if  Co.  or  their  agent, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  difcharging  the  debt  already  juftly  due  or 
hereafter  to  become -jiiflly  due  in  confequence  of  this  agreement  : 

2.  That  all  cargoes  of  merchandize  fhlpped  on  account  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  France,  and  appropriated  towards  the  difcharge  of  the 
faid  debt,  fliall  be  addreffcd  to  the  houfe  of  Roderique  Hortales  £3* 
Co.  or  their  afligns,  for  fale  ;  fubjecl,  however,  to  the  infpeclion  and 
controul  of  an  agent  appointed  under  the  authority  of  Congrefs,  who 
fliall  have  liberty  to  infpefi:  the  quality  of  fuch  merchandize,  affent  to 
or  reje£l  the  prices  offered,  poftpone  the  fales,  and  do  every  thing  for 
the  interefl  of  his  conflituents  : 

3.  That  the  cuftomary  interefl  of  France,  not  exceeding  fax  per 
centum  per  annum,  fliall  be  allowed  on  the  debt  already  due,  or  that, 
from  time  to  time,  may  be  due  to  the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  if  Co. 
in  virtwe  of  this  agreement,  computing  the  interefl;  of  money  from  the 
time  of  its  being  paid,  and  on  goods  by  them  exported,  from  the  ufual 
periods  of  commercial  credits  on  fuch  goods  : 

4.  That  any  payments  of  continental  currency  in  America,  required 
by  the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  i3'  Co.  or  their  agent,  and  agreed  to 
by  Congrefs,  fliall  be  computed  at  the  current  or  equitable  courfe  of 
exchange  at  the  date  of  the  payment,  and  interefl  be  difcounted  on  the 
amount  from  that  date  : 

5.  That  the  remittances  to  be  made  for  the  purpofe  of  extinguifliing 
the  debt  now  due  or  to  become  due  to  the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  t5^ 
Co.  fhall  be  made  at  fuch  times  and  feafons  as  fliall  be  moft  fafe  and 
convenient  for  the  American  interefl,  but  are  to  continue  until  the 
entire  debt,  principal  and  interefl,  fliall  be  fully  and  fairly  difcharged  : 

6.  That  a  commiflion  of  21  per  centum  fliall  be  allowed  to  the  faid 
Roderique  Hortales  if  Co.  on  the  amount  of  the  invoices,  freight  or 
other  charges  and  monies  paid  and  dilburfed  by  them  on  account  of  the 
United  States  : 

7.  That  the  cuftomary  commifllons  in  France  fhall  be  alfo  allowed 
the  faid  Roderique  Hortales  iS'  Co.  on  the  amount  of  all  payment 
made  to  them  on  account  of  the  United  States  : 

Provided  ahuays,  That  the  feventh  article  of  this  agreement,  re fpec- 
ting  the  annual  fupply  of  24,000,000  of  livres,  fliall  not  be  confidered 
Vol.  IV.  ■  T 
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as  abfoliitely  binding  upon  cither  of  the  parti  s  to  this  contradl,  unlefs 
the  fame  (hall  be  ratified  by  Roderique  Hortales  llf  Co.  and  the  com- 
miflioners  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  ;  for  which  purpofe  it  is 
agreed  to  be  fubmitted  to  them,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  con- 
trary notwithflanding  ;  but  it  is  neverthelefs  to  be  underftood,  that 
the  United  States  may  and  lliall  have  liberty  to  draw,  in  the  courfe  of 
five  or  fix  months  from  the  date  hereof,  upon  the  faid  Roderique  Hor- 
tales {jJ*  Co.  for  the  fum  of  j^.  100,000  (lerling,  equal  to  2,300,000  11- 
vres  tournois,  which  fliall  be  duly  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  execute  the  foregoing-  contract,  or  inflrument,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  they  make  report,  from  time 
to  time,  of  their  proceedings  therein. 

In  debating  the  foregoinr  contrad\,  a  motion  was  made  to  (Irike  out 
*'  twenty-four,"  and  infert  "•  forty-eight,"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required, 

Jllassacbusetts-Baj,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Ne'ii'.Tork,  Mr.  Duer, 

Neii'-Jersey,  Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Reed, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

North -Carolina')  Mr.  Burke, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langivortby,  no  ('no 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  to  flrike  out  twenty-four,  and  infert  thirty,  and, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry,  ay 

Mr.  Dana,  ay 

Mr.  Luvell,  no 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  )>ay 

Cojinecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,  no^ 

Mr.  Wolcott,  no  ^ 

Nevj-York,  Mr.  Duer,  ay  ^ 

Neiv-Jersey,  Mr.  Clark,  no  ^ 

Mr.  Scudder,  ay 

Fennsyhania,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Reed, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smi 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


no 
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Marjland,  Mr.  Chase^ 

Mr.   Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  F.  Lr.  Lee, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke, 

Soutb-Carolina,  '         Mr.   Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton, 
Georgia,  Mr.   Langivorthy,  no  ^no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Copy  cf  the  powers  given  to  John  BaptiRe  Lazarus  Theveneau  de 
Franccy  is  as  follows  : 

"  Before  the  counfellors  of  the  king,  the  notaries  of  the  court- 
houfe  of  Paris,  underligned,  was  prefent,  Mr.  Pierre  Augiiftin  Caron 
de  Beaumarchais,  reprefcntuig  in  France  the  houfe  of  Roderique 
Hortales  is"  Co.  living  in  the  city  of  Paris,  in  Old  Temple-ftreet,  and 
parilli  of  St.  Gervais,  who,  by  thefe  prefents,  did  make  and  conflitute 
his  procurator-general,  Mr.  John  Baptifte  Lazarus  Theveneau  de 
France}'',  jud:  about  to  embark  for  America,  to  whom  he  gives  power, 
for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  faid  houfe  of  Roderique  Hortales  £5*  Co.  to 
manage  and  adminifler  all  the  affairs  of  the  faid  houfe  £5"  Co.  as  well 
actively  as  pailively  ;  and,  in  confequence,  to  folicit  and  recover  all 
debts  relative  to  all  the  cargoes  paft,  prefent  and  future  fent,  by  tlie 
faid  houfe,  to  America  ;  to  receive  all  monies  and  make  all  purchafes 
relative  to  the  returns  of  the  faid  cargoes,  and  to  pay  all  expenfes  re- 
lative to  them  ;  to  fettle  all  accounts  with  correfpondents  of  the  faid 
houfe  of  Roderique  Hortales  is'  Co,  whether  upon  invoices  or  other- 
wife  ;  to  call,  if  necefTary,  foi-  the  reciprocal  correfpondence,  regiftries 
and  accounts  current ;  to  debate  the  interefts  of  faid  Conftitu^nt  isf  Co. 
to  allow  the  articles  in  the  faid  accounts  ;  to  dole  and  f  ttle  them, 
and,  by  receipts  of  every  kind,  to  give,  by  the  faid  ccnftituted  procu- 
rator, all  quittances,  difcharges  and  valid  1  quidations,  either  for  fpecie, 
merchandize  or  produce  ;  and  to  accept  all  bills  and  orders  drawn  by 
him  ;  in  default  or  refufal  of  fetclement,  and  after  fettlement  made  to 
do,  in  the  name  of  the.  faid  Gonflituent  isf  Go.  all  confervatory  afts, 
purfuits  and  neceffary  works  ;  to  appear  before  all  judges  who  may  be 
concerned  ;  to  prefent  demands,  and  purfue  them  efFevn:ually  to  final 
judgment  ;  to  treat,  compofe  and  tranfaifl  at  the  prices,  charges,  clau- 
fes  and  conditions  which  the  faid  conftituted  procurator  fhall  judge  moft 
iifeful  to  the  intereft  of  the  faid  Gonflituent  £5*  Co.  to  make  all  oppofi- 
tions  and  arrefts  that  fli  ill  be  neceffary  in  cafe  of  bodily  reflraint  ;  to 
carry  it  into  execution  ;  to  give  difcharge  ;  to  confent  to  all  things  ; 
to  flop  proc  'ffes  ;  to  conflitute  procurators  and  lawyerp  in  any  caufe  ; 
to  propofe  and  agree  to  arbitrations  and  arbiters  ,  to  choofe  his  refi- 
dence  ;  and,  in  general,  to  manage,  for  the  p-reatefl  intereflof  the  faid 
Gonflituent  and  his  houfe,  whatever  circumflarices  /hall  require,  not 
provided  for  in  thefe  prefent?,  and  without  having  need  of  more  fpe- 
cia!  power  ;  the  aforefaid  Gonflituent  promifing  to  acknowledge  all 
agreeable,  until  revocation  of  this  power,  to  which  alfo  fhall  be  fub- 
mitted  all  treaties  made,  or  to  be  made,  with  the  faid  eonflituted  procu- 
rator whether  anterior  or  pnflerior  to  thefe  prefents;  and  the  faid  eonfli- 
tuted procurator  being  obliged,  as  Is  jufl,  to  render  account  of  his  mif- 
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fion  the  moft  exactly,  faithfully  and  legally,  that  maybe.  Made  and 
pafTed  at  Paris,  at  the  Studies,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-feven,  the  tenth  of  September,  and  a  minute  of  thefe  prt- 
fents  lodged  with  Mr*  Momet,  one  of  the  underfigned  notaries,'  hath 
been  figned  : 

"  (L.  S.)     Sealed  the  fame  day  ;  "  De  Manfort. 

"  Momet. 
"The  above  inftrument  was  executedby  a  public  officer  in  myprefence. 

"  S.  Deane." 
Adiournedto  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVednesdat,  April  8,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gen.  Green,- quarter-mafter-general  ;  one, 
of  the  7th,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  at  Manheim  ;  one,  from  the  war-of- 
fice in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  dated  26th  of  March  ;  and  one,  of  March 
27th,  from  R.  T.  Paine,  Oliver  Ellfworth,  and  Henry  Marchant, 
Efqrs;  commiirioners  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  againft  R.  Ifland,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  war-office  of  Maffachufetts-Bayj 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  .Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Meffrs.  Paine,  Ellfworth  and  Mar- 
chant,  with  the  examinations  by  them  taken,  which  accompany  the 
letter,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Banlfter,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Reed  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  reprefentatlon  from  the  legiflatlve  council  and  affembly  of  N. 
Terfey  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  proceedings  of  a  conven- 
tion of  committees  of  the  ftates  of  N.  Hampfhlre,  8cc.  to  Pennfylvania, 
inclufive,  top;ether  with  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  Jan.  laft,  from  Thomas 
Cufliing,  Efq;  prefident  of  the  convention,  and  fundry  refolutions  of 
the  19th  of  Dec.  laft,  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponedto  Friday  next. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  -with  col.  Wadiworth,  and,  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  re-commltted,  and  that  Mr.  Reed  and 
Mr.  Dana  be  added  to  the  committee  who  brought  In  the  report,  and 
that  the  committee  be  direcled  to  confer  farther  with  Mr.  Wadfworth. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  prlfoners  to  the  United  States,  who  are 
ordered  to  Lancafter  by  the  commlfl'ary  of  prlfoners,  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  exchanged,  be  detained  at  Lancafter  till  the  farther  order  of 
Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  April  9,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  March  24th,  from  Richard  Varick,  deputy  mufter-maf- 
ter-general  in  the  northern-department,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed, 
was  read  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter,  with  the  papers  cnclofed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for 
reclifying  and  preventing  the  abufcs  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter. 

Resolved,  That  Saturday  next  be  alFigned  for  taking  into  confide- 
ration  the  propriety  and  necefiity  of  Congrefs  removing  to  fome  more 
fuitable  place,  where  the  members  can  be  accomniodated,and  the  pub- 
lic butinefs  tranfacted  with  more  convenience  than  at  York-town. 

.In  confequence  of  an  adjnftment  by  the  commiiTioners  of  claims. 
tlie  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Dayton,  for  his  attendance  and 
medicine  for  34  prifoners  of  war,  who  were  under  his  care,  by  order  of 
trigadier  Maxwell,  the  fum  of  2  1 1|^1  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafnry  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James 
M'Glelland,  for  the  ufe  of  col.  George,  Morgan  for  4000  dollars,  to  an- 
fwer  a  requifition  from  brigadier  Hand,  for  building  armed  boats  on 
the  Ohio  ;  col.  Morgan  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffae  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  John  Cox,  af- 
fiftant  quarter-mafter-general,  for  the  fum  of  1,250,000  dollars,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  quarter-mafter-general's  department :  that  another  warrant 
iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-of- 
fice, in  the  Hate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  the  faid  col.  John  Cox, 
for  the  fum  of  300,000  dollars,' for  the  ufe  of  the  fame  department; 
and  that  both  the  foregoing  turns,  amounting  to  1,550,000  dollars,  be 
charged  to  major-general  Greene,  quarter-mafter-general,  v/ho  is  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  John  Cox,  for 
33,000  dols.  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  a  quantity  of  dried  clams,  which 
he  was  requefted^  to  purchafc  by  the'  committee  of  Congrefs  at  camp, 
and  that  William  Buchanan,  Efq;  commiffary-general  ot  purchafes,  be 
charged  with  the  fame,  andfurnilhed  v.'ith  a  copy  of  this  order. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom_  was  referred  the  letter  from  Ben- 
jamin Tupper,  of  March    19th  laft,  brought  in  a  report;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  'I'hat  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  be  tranfmitttd  to  Ifaac  Smith, 
Ebenezer  Stover  and  William  Philips,  Efqrs;  of  Eofion,  who  are  com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  the  marine-committee,  to  fettle  and  adjuft  the 
accounts  of  prizes  with  the  agents  appointed  by  gen.  Walhington,  Sec. 
and  to  require  the  faid  agents  to  pay  the  feveral  proportions  juftly  due 
to  the  captors,  &c. 

The  faid  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Thurmer 
Hoggard,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Meffrs.  Maxwell  and  Loyal,  fiiper- 
Intendants,  and  to  David  Stodder,  mafter-builder  of  the  continental 
frigates  building  in  Virginia,  to  confider  and  report  their  opinion  to 
the  marine-committee,  whether  an  allowance,  and  if  any,  what  allow- 
ance fliould  be  made  to  Thurmer  Hoggard,  for  the  frame  fundflied  by 
him  for  one  of  the  faid  frigates,  over  and  above  tlie  price  originally  fti- 
pulated,  and  in  like  manner  to  confider  and  report  their  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  frame  of  the  other  frigate  agreed  to  be  furnillied  hy  Tho- 
mas Talbut,  deceafed,  to  whom  the  faid  Hoggard  is  executor. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wadfvvorth,  and  to 
■whom  their  I'onner  report  was  re-committed,  brought  in  another  report ; 
■whereupon, 

The  following  queflions  were  moved  ; 

1.  Whether  Mr.  Wadi'worth,  for  dlcharging  the  duties  of  commif- 
fary-general  of  purchafes,  fliall  he  allowed  half  per  cent,  on  all  the  mo- 
nies which  flTall  be  by  him  received  and  expended  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department? 

2.  Whether  the  deputy  commiffaries  to  be  appointed  by  Mr.  Wadf- 
■worth,  Ihall  be  allowed  half  per  cent,  on  all  monies  by  them  refpectivelj 
received  and  paid  to  the  purcharmg-commiffaries  under  them  in  their 
refpcAive  difliicls  ? 

3.  Whether  the  purchafing-conjmilTaries  fliall  be  allowed  two  per 
cent,  for  the  monies  which  fliall  be  by  them  refpectively  received  and 
expanded  in  the  purchafe  of  provifions  for  the  army,  purfuant  to  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Wadfworth  or  his  deputies  ? 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  thefe  quellions  feverally  ; 

Massachusetts-Bay^     Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.   Gerry, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork, 

New-yersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Ilaiyland, 


Mr.  Love II, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Reed, 


Mr.  y.   B.  Smith,  no 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Langworthy,     ay  ^ay 

So  they  were  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  cominiffary-general  of  pur- 
chafes, and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  Efq;  was  unanimouAy  elefted. 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftoned  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridai;    April    10,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  capt.  James  NichoH'on,  to  the  marine-com- 
mittee, was  read,  informing  them  of  the  lofs  of  the  Virginia  frigate, 
on  the  31ft  of  March  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Buchanan,  late  commilTary-general, 
•was  read  : 
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Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier  Smallwood,  with  fundry  papers 
cnclofed,  relative  to  the  taking  into  cuflody  Thomas  White  and  Charles 
Gordon,  in  purfuance  of  an  aft  of  Congrefs,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
W.  Buchanan,  Efq;  refpefting  his  continuance  in  office,  until  col. 
Wadfworth  is  ready  to  enter  on  tlie  bufinefs  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Scuddcr  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  commillioner 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  (late  of  N.  Jerfey,  in  favour  of  that  ftate,  for 
70,000  dollars,  advanced  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  their  militia  ;  the 
faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of 
the  ftate  of  Virginia,  for  33,333-1  dollars,  to  be  by  them  tranfmitted 
to  his  excellency  Patrick  Henry,  to  reimburfe  £.  10,000,  Virginia  cur- 
rency, which  he  advanced  for  purchafing  provifions  for  the  grand  army  ; 
the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mofes  Yourig,  af- 
fiftant-pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  15,000  dollars; 
10,000  of  which  is  for  the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  expenfes  of  building- 
boats  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  5000  towards  paying  off  col.  Raw- 
lings's  old  regiment,  to  be  charged  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-maftcr,  who 
is  to  account  for  the  fame. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  in  anfwer  to  gen. 
Waffilngtdn's  letter  of  the  4th,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read. 

Four  o'clock,  P.   M. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  draught  of  a  letter  in  anfwer  to 
gen.  Walhington's  letter  of  the  4th,  and  fome  progrefs  being  rnade 
therein, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow, 

SAfuRDAr,  April   11,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read,  enclo- 
fing  inftruftions  to  Mr.  Havvkins,  whom  he  has  appointed  to  purchafe 
live-ftock  and  meat  for  the  army  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Reed  have  leave  of  abfence  for  a  few  days,  to 
remove  his  family  to  a  place  of  fecurity. 

Ordered,  That  col.  Cox,  affift  int-quarter-mafter-general,  employ  a 
deputy  to  attend  Congrefs,  and  procure  good  ftables  and  provender  for 
their  horfes,  and  proper  perfons  to  take  care  of  the  fame  ;  and  that  he 
receive  from  each  member  his  juft  proportion  of  the  expenfe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Four  o'clock,   P.   M. 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  was  read. 
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A  letter,  of  the  3d,  fro'n  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  late  commifTary-gc- 
neral,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  March  SOth,  from  col.  Thomas  Dyer,  was  read,  repeat- 
ing his  requeft  to  have  leave  to  refign  his  cornmiffion  on  account  of  his 
indifpofition  : 

Ordered,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  bill  drawn  by  Samuel  £5*  Robert  Purviance  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs  for  payment  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved^  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  five  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit, 
on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  number  and  denomination  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  : 
41,667  of  40  dollars,  -  -  1,666,680 

41,667  of  30  do.  -  -  _         1,250,010 

41,666  of  20  do.  -  -  833,320 

41,666  of    8  do.  -  -  -  333,328 

41.666  of    7  do.  -  -  291,662 

41.667  of    6  do.  -  -  -  250,002 

41.666  of    5  do.  -  -  208,330 

41.667  of    4  do.  -  -  -  166,668 


5,000,000 


•    That  new  cuts  be  ufed  for  flriking  off  and  printing  : 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  : 

«  No.  Dollars. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanifh  milled  doI= 

lars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  a  refolution 
pafTed  by  Congrefs,  at  York,  April  1  1th,  1778." 

That  each  denomination  or  clafs  of  bills  be  numbered  from,  number 
one  progrelTively  : 

That  the  thirteen  United  States  be  pledged  for  the  redemption-  of 
the  bills  of  credit  now  ordered  to  be  emitted  : 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  -and  of  the  in- 
fpeAors  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the  lall  emiffion,  fhall  ex- 
tend to  the  faidfive  millions  now  emitted,  fubjedl,  however,  to  fuchdi- 
reftions  and  inftructions  as  the  board  of  treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  farther  report  ; 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffiie  on  the  treafurer  in  fa- 
vour of  the  marine-committee,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  William  Smith,  Efq;  at  Baltimore,  for  the  purchafe  of  flour  and  iron 
for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  in  the  eaftern-department. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  fame 
committee,  for  800  dollars,  in  part  payment  of  wages  due  Daniel  Stod- 
dard, mafter-builder  of  the  frigates  in  Virginia. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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IIoNDjr,  April   13,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  March,  and  one,  cf  the  3d  of  April,  from 
William  Aylett,  encloUng  a  ktterof  the  1ft,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  read  : 

Ordt-rcd,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  enclofing  extrafts  of 
letters  from  gen.  Putnam,  gen.  M'Dougall  and  col.  Shreves,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Dana. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  brigadier 
Smallwood,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed  ;  and  that  the  committee  be  in- 
ftruded  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  acquainting  them 
of  the  grounds' on  which  Congrefs  proceeded  in  their  late  order  to  bri- 
gadier Smallwood,  to  feize  Thomas  White,  Charles  Gordon,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  diredted,  forthwith,  to  employ 
proper  perfons  accurately  to  examine  the  river  Sufquehannah  and  its 
feveral  fords,  from  the  mouth  to  Harris's-Ferry,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  to  the  board,  which  of  the  fords  it  would  be  moft  advifeable 
to  fecure,  and  which  wholly  to  obftruct,  and  at  what  places  the  boats 
on  the  river  can  be.  beft  fecured  ;  and  the  board  are  directed  to  give 
the  neceffary  orders,  and  take  the  moft  efFedlual  meafures  to  ftcure  the 
feveral  pafTes  and  fords  on  the  river,  and  to  procure  a  furvey  of  Odo- 
rara,  Pequea  and  Concftoga  creeks. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  a  fecretary  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnanci". 

Reso'ved,  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  in  France,  be 
authorized  to  determine  and  fettle  with  the  houfe  of  Roderique  Hor- 
tales  £5"  Co.  the  compenfation,  if  any,  which  ftiould  be  allowed  them 
on  all  merchandize  and  warlike-ftoi'es,  ftiipped  by  them  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  States,  previous  to  the  14th  day  of  April,  1778,  over  and 
above  the  commiflion  allowed  them  in  the  fixth  article  of  the  propofed 
contradl  between  the  committee  of  commerce  and  John  Babtifte  Laza- 
rus Theveneau  de  Francey. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  draught  of  a  letter  in  an- 
fwer  to  a  letter  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  and  fome  progrefs 
being  made  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  the 
afternoon. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Richard  Hutfon,  a  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter 
from  col.  Hartley  and  reprefentation  from  the  board  of  war,  report  a 
refolution  of  the  general  alTembly  of  Pennfylvania,  granting,  agreeably 
to  the  propofal  of  Congrefs,  permiflion  to  col.  Hartley  to  enlift  men 
for  his  battalion  within  that  ftate,  and  allowing  the  men,  fo  recruited, 
the  bounty  granted  bv  the  ftate  to  foldiers  enlifted  for  their  regi-mentSj 
the  men  to  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  <juota  of  the  faid  ft.ate. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  con- 
dndl  of  bufinefs  in  Congrcfs,  brought  in  a  report. 

Con.crefs  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  letter  in  anfwer  to  gen. 
Wafliington's  letter  of  the  4th,  and  fundry  amendments  being  made, 
the  letter  was  approved  : 

Grdered,  That  a  copy  be  made  out,  and  that  the  fame  be  figned  by 
the  prefident  and  tranfmittcd  to  the  general. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  it  be  declared  in  the  letter  that  Congr'efs 
cannot  confent  to  any  exchange  on  parole,  and  have  therefore  ordered 
the  officers  In  our  hands  to  wait  the  fettlementof  a  general-cartel : 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required 


Massachusetts-Bay,   Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.   Gerry, 


Rhode-Island^ 

Connecticut, 

Nerj-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsyhania, 

Maryland, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina^ 

Georzia, 


no  \-no 
no} 


ay  Yay 

no  i>;io 

no  \'  * 

no  J>n(7 


720 


divided* 
)^no 


Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Sciidder,  no 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  m  \ 

Mr.  James  Smith,  no[ 

Mr.  Chase,  ay 

Mr.  Forbes,  no ' 

Mr.  Burke,  no 

Mr.  Laurens,  no  f 

Mr.  Drayton,  7io  ) 

Mr.  Langtvorthy,  no  J>no 

So  it  paffed  In  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  priloners  who  are  detained  at  Lancafter,  be  fent 
forward,  agreeably  to  the  orders  given  by  the  commiffary-general  of 
prifoners. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  April   14,    \77Z. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  the  board  of  war,  enclofing  fundry  affida- 
vits relative  to  the  flag  flopped  at  Lancafler,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  letters  from  gen. 
Howe  to  gen.  Wafliington,  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  memorial  from  the  general  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  relative  to 
forts  built  in  the  county  of  Weftnioreland  and  provifions  laid  up  there, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wadfworth  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  have  full  power 
to  appoint  and  remove  every  officer  in  his  department  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  fnall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  fervice 
may  require,  vifit  the  armies  and  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
fubjeclto  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief: 
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That  the  commiffary -general  fliall  not  be  obliged  to  refide  at  the 
place  where  Congrcfs  fit,  but  he  Qiall  there  keep  an  office,  to  which  all 
general-returns  in  his  department  Ihall  be  made,  and  which  fliall  be 
under  the  infp;£\ion  and  diredion  of  the  board  of  war  ;  every  officer 
neceffary  to  that  office  being-  daily  allowed  one  ration  of  provilions, 
office-rent,  fire-wood,  candl;s,  paper,  wax,  wafers  and  quills,  being 
furniflied  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  commiffary-general,  or  his  clerk  at  the  office  of  general 
returns,  fliall  receive  from  the  treafury,  by  warrant  in  the  ufual  man- 
ner, all  fums  of  money  neceffary  for  th^  fervice  of  his  department,  and 
fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  half  per  cent,  on  all  fums  by  him  paid 
to  the  deputy-commiffaries-general  for  the  public  fervice,"who,  in  their 
refpeclivc  diltricls,  fliall  furnifli  the  neceffary  funis  of  money  to  the  pur- 
chafnig  commiffaries  in  fuch  diffrifts  :  each  deputy  commiffary-J-ene- 
ral  fliall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  half  per  cent,  upon  all  fums  of  mo-^ 
ney  by  him  paid  to  the  purchafing-commiffaries  in  his  diflVidl  ;  and 
alio  three  rations  of  provifion  when  in  camp:  each  parchafing-com- 
miffary  fliall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  commiffion,  riot  exceeding  two 
per  cent,  upon  all  fums  of  money  by  him  laid  out  in  the  difchar_;e  of 
his  office  :  and  the  commiffary-general  and  his  deputies  fliall  b:*  allow- 
ed forage  for  their  horfes,  when  at  any  pofl:  where  there  is  forage  for 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  fliall  have  their  horfes  fliod  at 
any  fliop  belonging  to  the  United  States  : 

That  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  commlffary-3.'enerars  department, 
fhall  be  tranfraitted  from  the  commiffary-general's  isffice  to  the  refpec- 
tive  deputy  commiffaries-general,  and  expreffes  lent  on  the  neceffary 
bufinefs  of  that  department  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  feveral  ftates  to 
exempt  from  militia  duties  all  perfons,  who  are,  bona  fide,  engaged  in 
the  commiQ'ary-general's  department  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  fliall  appoint  an  affiftant  to  refide  at 
head-quarters,  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief :  the  affif- 
tant fliall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  dally  pay  of  five  dollars,  an  allowance 
of  rations,  two  for  himfelf  and  one  for  his  fervant,  forage  for  two  hor- 
fes, which  fliall  be  fliod  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  commiffary-general,  the  deputy  commiffiries-general,  and 
the  purchafing-commiffaries  refpeclively,  fliall  provide  teams  and  dri- 
rers  for  tranfporting  provifious  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States, 
when  teams  and  drivers  for  inch  fervices  cannot,  in  due  time,  be  ob- 
tained from  the  quarter-mafter-gener'ars  department  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  fliall  affign  to  the  feveral  purcliafing- 
commiffaries,  their  refpedlive  diflrifts  for  the  fphere  of  their  purchafes, 
out  of  which  they  fliall  not  make  any  purchafe  for  the  United  States, 
nor  into  which  they  fliall  give  any  encouragement  for  the  bringing 
any  commodities  from  any  other  purchafin'j-commiffary's  diftrift,  unlefs 
thereto  exprefsly  authorized  by  the  commiffary-general  or  deputy  com- 
miffary-general of  the  difl:rift : 

That  eachpurchaiing-commiffary,  upon  his  entrance  into  office,  fliall 
take  an  oath  before  fome  magiflrate,"that  he  will  not  diredtly  nor  indi- 
reiTlly  take  any  meafure,  nor  caufe  or  countenance  any  to  be  taken,  to 
raife  the  price  of  any  articles  v.'ithin  the  view  of  the  comniiffary-gene- 
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ffaB^*?-"  LurprtTtmcwft  >  nftflft  fcp  wiffl!  HBfr  ms  9s9t  wnB  viw  i(iiusi(^ii4iiiU.  nn  mbk'^ 

aani  "^^it  'ttf  wt!!'  liwtt  w  tdte  cj  .   :ij>  tanrek 

idh-  ■  "iin'JiCiwij  ijit  Injcl^  —...•:  -   .   c  .:.  -  :}stfttaiK9iB:as 

ifra.  .'  ihff  lvjiwwle<iig.(t  :;■*■   vjia  -..-r    i -•  .]  Ikall  Ikic  n<Sx. 

■war  uHiiice  :  ^ 

TDhEt  i  UT  tjic  -•  irtnrenitt  flbriiMpfc 

(cejigtij:  ixjr-  -M  crtti'  unuwes  lipv  'ri^iirr  .niL.  jaiiiE  rttmeSMfe  ifeir  all 

anrtJKfes  lit-fecnta^.  tail  ItG  piuv  .•':•: '>;n«  afctttearfowBat 

TInct  tdbt  lyiaJTttlhjifiiigvcKnTi  •  :  -■  ■  ■  ::tiV  netasnas  tente      ^ 

(dJadk*  jmk  tdfcc  piiUMS  gudiiv  ana:  lu-ajj    >: ::.  : .  :-jai3ts  laatt^  im  ficc 

Tl)rjjid»c<lepniQ5r(roJTriTriffi»rtfi^i|errw  -•  twaruBaadis^ 

mate?  a»cu--ntitairii*  t3j  die- coiirnriiTu'T--,  -  jeruiIImettBaraSfc 

to  liv~  dhi-  iMTTrariiiiiiai'T--.^c!n:n-jiIi :: 

TliaiC:  <ewwrw-  dhTtte  imnndxs  tdte  (ramrnidTiBnr-^jtSiiantJI  ffedl  msmfcr  5t 
Cim>pTcife  vBit  wDwuirrt  (itf  &is  nftcapts  jani  i-ipciidi  -r -trj,  xmi  STowmr  aim; 
nnaaditf  *  ifeaat  (fif  dte  jcm^t-ii  ntcmmrs  ut  bi^r  it;  .  ans&  ffinKfti  ac- 

(tmnrc  jmsi  Ifcaue  lihelili  lite  i^etmnaaii  aat  iTinat  adler  ^laagtwefe 

aw^TOJr :: 

Tltoc  iuEll  ts-trnRar  ne^irdifid'anK  (irJf  Cianjneife^  nsHaiEOTe  tar  dte  ' 
(rfdht  (p?TnmiiiEfcry-4^tanarill  ofgrniGiJailfea^  vw'iimlk  iiuiagiifeEie  "fl^jiiat  dtae&gB|^ 

'inVtt  ««nnniiutc«  tan  -wihanc  dte  iJetsBeir  ffiwmt  gTOTwnjxur  '^inrw-,  <»€  Vnn^t. 
triia  taj) i?Kdhar  \wiidi: i  umKOTii  tnunfc  liy  frjin  wrdk  M.t«  ffiiwtlfciiais ifeir  dbe 

iSasii  aej£.  TliaiC:  iSlCir«SI;i-.w  Itiimspipi^tjsii  rs<r  timnrliafe  'nfcfi.  (Cirffct  ami  Bra- 
(cmiv  agrettaMy-tolhscantnrjiiiwmlfciiov-^  HijiTinru  uani  e&vec  Mr-  A'dfetSi, 

jp-efewc  likijuiw- 13-'      ^   "    ■      ■■■-•,  lie  (itiSretfi  ajp  (cjirc'iiraff 

tuji'iTsttEii'Offdim'aE  .         :  ;.    jts^l  uTjcH^vircirtftv  cthb- 

in3iEfiryr-.^tan£rrjji;^   ,,  ;•  ^raeivi  .m,;ni  nttirpjfcr  rcr  diat  (iiqjHirlt- 

nn'irti.    TTIhiic:  ISdIi".  .;  uintsrfcm.  trr  tnsaniliiirijC  acMKw  cm  .i§?jw« 

l^tim^r.^  (t£  ^I3";£UUii^,   uU)  rftraiHtc-  iS^JT..  EEsLWliJilS  tSIi  ^Q)  (9111  WnQ&  Uis  WBP^ 

Tlr^  ctTmnrirCEe  taj-^  wlhiiTE  wis  rtsMrreif  dJDe  Ctttoar  m  tjftc  DfflC&.  fernit 
jjenw  W"iJhijairt3nii^Ianiu5jgitebir>;iirK^pOTrt^\wiin£lii  was  tailcea  tinitaa)  (caiifiie3?T&- 
xian. ;;  aii&ftr  dirijimf ^ 

©rt&rfflii.  TlittC  die  feirrfler  (Kiniiifoaiijkmi  dkoieicf  hs  ^SsgsmsA  ttiB! 

^dlnmraedito  auiie  aAdtedi:  cawnrar-tmr . 

WkajfiSssiLjn  J^ir-.      .-,    uffnF.. 
A  faaaar^  <s£  disc  II:IdK.  Irtiut  Mi--  li-  K  .-r^u,  nni  rae  nf  die  SCfla^  ffimaB 

Tlte  'nznnmrntse  (be  die  tiiiQB£irrlir^a^g|hnB.  s.  u^nacc:;;  <v^essnnaiSi, 


AFiilL  irre.  i5t 


Order tiLf  That  a.  -rarraat  ITl:'  cm  tF*  treafercr  in  fzvwr  of  tkc  i 
flottrc  of  comroerc^,  £r>r  £23  i  |J  c^llin,  t©  caaUe  tkeai  t«  pay  a  Ml 
fw  titat  fvci^lrawB  os  tbetn  r^^  5n<m  o^l  and  Rdhert  fWriafir  ;  tJK  iaiA 

co-airahtee  tx>  be  accMcsc^bk. 

Z'  :  ./vei£,  Tbat  George  CsLmpoell,  £%  be  appmnxji  «  ■wagw  cf 

th'  ttd  StMw  kttery. 

^  If.'.  conoHttre  •!  the  tre^iry  brrw^^  in  a  report  Ttipt:£ua^  iht 
^tfMi^tmtwtvf  a  arv  hoaurfW  trcafary,  wLkb  vas  read  : 

Ordered^  Tbat  the  coofidrratiotj  ■Cau^A.  be  poftp'-TK?d  to  Fridar  next. 

Th-  c^r-imrttce  a^okitrd  to  7rcpaiflp%tter  t-jtiit  ftate  erf  Delaware, 
brc; .      :  'n  i  drau.  nt-  v  '      '_        •  r'^if.d,  'dWrnd-rd  i-Drd  aj^reed  to: 

C^-i'".''-  Th't  si  '•''-.  -  -id  Irttf-r  fj-  sE^'de  oirt%isd  fij^-ed  by 

tr,»         '  -  -.uc  Itate  of  IXIawirr- 

-  SfraMwood'*  coadcct, 
iQ  '  ST  TLTtae  cf  their ' 

iitzo.zecL,   Ira:  a  rvn.rrut.tre  of  three  o-  -re  and 

rrport  term?  to  be  offered  to  fitch  fort- i jr.  Ir.  t-» 

fertiii  of  the  k  1  n  ^r  oi  Grrat-BritaiR,  a:. 
to  becrjTjae  citizrnj  of  ariy  of  the  Ua  t -_  .:  -_       :.-_- 

The  aieanbers  cbofm,  Mr.  Qtafc,  Mr-  Dasa  2!.nd  Mr.  G.  Mcrris. 

Tbe  cotsrm '*-*'•  ^-  -  t  trrafnry  br&^>^*:  ^'  '  -—-■'—  •  ->=  '--^--.-- 

Oriered^  1  -'iT:t  iffoe  cm  t'r  -         • 

JB  t'rje  ftate  o:   rzt:\..     ivasia,  in  fav  ^;   :..    .  -  y.r  ..-l. 
of  tbe  faid  ftate-  frw  the  fain  of  SOyt/O*!)  dollars,  to  be  by  t 
^K  iiastis  of  proper  oerfons  for  tfae  parpcf?  of  ptmchafiiie 
^pScL  &2te,  f^  tbe  ife  cf  ths  army  cf  the  Ualted  States :  - 
to  b--  accorrrrtable  :  • 

That  a  ■"c-arrant  iiToe  od.  the  ccwettJ Signer  o-f  th' 
fiaxe  of  PenafrlTau-ia,  in  favoor  of  TDoni.^    -  -r- 

ge-neral.  tff  di-fcbsj-?c  g-en.  Waftii^ton's  c-  -t-. 

pay-maftrr-^eBer?!,  m  favoirr  of  Clenvent  x>»c»i_»e-  coTE;n;,:u^r  - 
of  forage,  for  i0.66''-i|  arAlz^i  ;   f^ttr  rt  c'-r^.  r'-^  2  "  "t  -'"  J 

That  a  warrant  ilToe  on  ■ 
ftate  of  PeTnrfyltiETa,  in  fa  ^      ^     ,  .        -_    : 

tbe  fom  of  61,63  I -|  iollars,  to  enable  him  to  d;fcaar?e  the  reasae  of 
a  warrant  drawn  on  him  by  the-'--"""'"  ^f  CoarrefE,  dat^d  tbe  I4tfe 
cf  SeptetabcT  lait,  Lii  favour  of  t  t  ex^cctive  C30s»cil  of  tbe 

ftate  of  PermfTlvatia-  for  the  fu-     .  _... ll'C'  t  .-Isrs. 


/OTr  c'-dxL,  P.  M. 
Mr.  CarroH,  a  deJegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  ■asx^  taoi  a's  Teat 

Con^refs  refonied  the  ccri^deratiou  of  tbe  leyjrt  of  tfae  cwjiziittee 
on  gTTi.  Wafhington's  letter  cf  tbe  lOtfc  :  wbereupoa, 

Rtsol'Otd^  That  gen.  Gates  bedirrded  fcrrtbwlth  to  rep-i?'  t"  F-^hklH, 
en  Hud^on's-rirer.  ao^^ke  tbe  comiraiid  of  ail  troTOS  -s?  -  iir 

or  -fhall  be  coHecEicd  and  fUxloued  at  tbe  p'-fb  oc  that  riTc  -  :e 

wbclt  northem-drpart-jent ;  and  in;ir.ed.ateiy  take  eErc:^.  .  -  -  •  • 
to  fecnre  the  cenqpranicatioa  with  the  eaiters-Satdk,  by  -  =  'ti  -  rg 
tbe  p«fei£oii  of  EL.dfcra'»-»Trer  ;  asd  for  that  pcrpcie,  tbat  be  be  e»- 
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powered  to  provide  fuch  a  number  of  gallies,  gun-boats,  fire-rafts, 
chains,  cafToons  and  chevaux-de-frize,  and  ereft  luch  fortifications  as 
he  may  judg-e  neceffary,  taking  care  that  the  fortifications  be  not  too 
cxteniive,  and  alio  to  carry  on  operations  againft  the  enemy  if  any  fa- 
Yourable  occaiions  iliould  otFer  : 

That  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  execution  the  purpofe  aforemen- 
tioned, gen.  Gates  be  authorized  to  call  for  militia  and  artificers  from 
the  ftates  of  N.  York,  Connecticut,  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  N.  Hainp- 
fhire  ;  and,  in  cafe  the  enemy  Ihail  evacuate  R.  Illand,  from  that  ftate 
alfo;  and  it  is  hereby  earneftly'recommended  to  the  faid  flates,  to  af- 
ford every  affiftance  in  their  power,  as  well  in  fending  forth  their  militia 
in  fuch  numbers,  and  for  fuch  time,  as  gen.  Gates  Ihall  think  proper, 
as  in  furnilhing  artificers,  materials  and  other  neceifaries  for  fortifying 
and  obibucting  the  faid  river  : 

That  gen.  Gates  be  direiled,  from  time  to  time,  to  aiFord  every  af- 
fiftance in  his  power  in  forwarding  the  draugiits  and  other  reinforce- 
ments deftined  for  the  main  army  : 

Resolved.)  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
draught  of  inftrudlions  to  major-general  Gates  : 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  G.  IMorris,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Duer.. 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  Mondret,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  William 
Buchanan,  Efq;  late  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  for  200,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  commiiTary's  department  in  the  middle-dif- 
tritl ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  tlije  treafurer  in  favour  of  James  Forbes,  Efq; 
delegate  from  Maryland,  for  700  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application, 
and  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  ftate. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  of  N.  Jerfey,  with  a 
copy  of  a  petition  from  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  of  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  from  the  general  affembly  of  N.  Jerfey,  and  that  Mr.  G.  Morris 
be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

ThuRsdat,   Aj)ril   16,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiifton  of  captain  be  granted  to  Mr.  Capitaine, 
in  the  corps  of  engineers,  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, and  that  he  rank  from  the  firft  of  Dec.  1776. 

Tiie  committee  of  commerce  report,  that  they  have  executed  the 
contract  with  Mr.  Francey,  agent  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  reprefentative 
of  the  houfe  of  Roderique  Hortales  iSf  Co.  agreeably  to  the  order  of 
Congrefs,  and  that  the  fame  is  figned  by  William  Ellery,  James  Forbes, 
William  Henry  Drayton  and  William  Duer,  members  of  the  committee 
of  commerce  : 

Ordered,  That  the  duplicate  of  the  agreement  entered  into  between 
the  committee  of  commerce  and  Mr.  Francey,  be  lodged  with  the  faid 
committee. 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Bingham,  agent  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  now  refident  in  Martinique,  be  autliorized  to  draw  bills 
of  exchange  at  double  ufance  on  the  commiirioners  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  for  any  funis,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  100,000  li- 
vres  tournois,  to  enable  him  to  difcharge  debts  by,  him  contraded  on 
account  of  the  laid  ftates  ;  for  whicli  draughts  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

JResohed^  That  nothing  contained  in  the  fyftem  for  the  conimiiTarv- 
gefieral's  department,  ihall  be  conftrued  to  mnke  the  commiffary-gene- 
ral  liable  for  the  mifapplication  of  money  for  the  ufe  of  his  depart- 
ment, by  any  inferior  oiftcer  in  that  department,  provided  that  he  (hall 
take  bonds  fronvthc  deputy  commiffaries-general  and  alfiibant  commif- 
fary-general,  refpeiSlively  appointed  by  him,  with  not  lefs  than  two 
good  and  fufficient  fecurities  ;  in  the  fum  of  20,000  dollars,  to  be  by 
him  lodged  in  the  treafury-office  ;  aqd  the  faid  deputy-comrailTaries 
fiiall  be  exonerated  of  all  fums  of  money  by  them  refpedively  paid  to 
the  purchafing  commiffaries,  provided  they  fhall  take  bonds  from  the 
faid  purchafing  commiffaries  refpedively,  with  not  lefs  than  two  good 
and  fufficient  fecurities,  in  the  fum  of  10,000  dollars,  which  bonds 
they  fliall  lodge  in  the  faid  treafury-office. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay.)    Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Diier, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,      no  > 

Mr.  James  Smith,    ay^ 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut. 


1^ 


A  ■■         Neiu-Tork, 

Ne'.v- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


divided. 


Mr.  Chas  , 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Mr.  Langivorthy,     ay  ^aj 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
tlie  whole,  refpeciing  an  allowance  to  officers  aftcrthe  warj  whereupon, 

The  letters  of  March  24th  and  April  10th,  from  gen.  Wafliington, 
fo  far  as  they  refpcft  this  matter,  were  called  for  and  read,  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  that  fuch  pares  of  the  faid  letters  as  relate  to  the  ma- 
king an  eft  iblilhment  for  officers  in  the  army,  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals ;  upon  which  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  whether  that  quef- 
tio.n  be  now  put  j  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 
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Massachusetts-Bay. 


Rhode-Island, 
Co?inecticut, 

Neiu-Torky 

Neiv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  EUev),', 
Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr.    Wolcott, 
Mr.  Diier, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  y.  5.  5m/^/J>, 
Mr.  James  Smith, 
Mr.   Chase, 
Mr.  Car}  oil, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.  Langwortby, 


divided^ 


ay  Uj 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

An  amendment  Avas  moved,  in  lieu  of  the  whole  report  as  follows  : 

"  Congrefs,  however  defirous  of  giving  every  reafonabJe  encourage- 
ment to  officers  of  the  army  who  bravely  hazard  their  lives  in  defence 
of  their  country,  and  however  anxious  to  make  an  honourable  provifion 
for  them  after  the  clofe  of  the  war,  being  apprehenfive  of  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  military-eftablifhment,  efpecially  without  knowing  the  fenfc 
of  their  conftituents  on  a  fubjecl  of  fuch  high  importance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  propofed  plan  for  a  military-eftablifliment  be 
poftponed,  and  that  a  letter  be  addreffed  to  the  feveral  (iates,  and  that 
they  be  requefted  to  take  into  their  moft  ferious  confideration,  and  give 
their  opinion  on  the  following  queftions  : 

1.  Whether  fome  provifion  ought  not  to  be  made  for  the  officers  of 
the  continental  army  after  the  conclufion  of  the  war  r 

2«   Whether  that  provifion  Tnouldbe  for  life,  or  for  a  term  of  years  ? 

3.  Whether  any  provifion  Oiould  be  made  for  the  widows  of  fuch  as 
have  fallen,  or  ffiail  fall  in  battle,  or  die  in  captivity,  or  in  the  fervice  ? 

4.  Whether  fome  farther  compenfation  or  reward  ought  not  to  be 
granted  to  the  privates  who  continue  in  the  continental  army  till  the 
tlofe  of  the  war  I 

A  previous  quen:ion  being  moved,  whether  that  queflion  be  now^  put, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  beino^  required,  a  member  declined  to  anfwer, 
alleging  he  was  warranted  fo  to  do  by  the  practice  of  the  houfe  ; 

Wliereupon,  the  refolutipn  of  the  26th  of  Auguft  laft,  was  called  and 
lead;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  when  a  member  is  called  upon  to  anfwer  ay  or  no. 
he  may  not  of  right  withhold  his  voice. 

The  yeas  ^.nd  nays  being  then  taken  on  the  previous  qneftion  ; 
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Massacb'isctts-Bay^    Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Georgia^  Mr. 

So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to- 


Rhode- Island.) 
Connecticut^ 

Neiv-Jersey., 
Pennsyhaniaf 

Maryland^ 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina^ 
South-Carolina, 


Dana, 

Gerry, 

Love  II, 

Ellery, 

Huntington, 

Wolcott, 

Duer, 

G.  Morris, 

Scudder, 

y.  B,  Smith, 

James  Smith, 

Chase., 

Carroll, 

Forbes, 

Hen  ry, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Banister, 

T.  Adams, 

Burke, 

Harnett, 

Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hiitson, 

Langivorthy, 


no 

no 

>  no 

ay. 

ay 

3 

^-ay 

^y 

ay ; 

\ay 

no  , 
no  ' 

^  no 

ay 

>ay 

ay. 
no 

^  divided. 

no" 

no 
no 

>no 

no] 

Fridat,  April   17,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  T.  Adams  be  added  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  Starks  be  employed  in  the  northern-de- 
partment, under  the  command  of  general  Gates. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  500  dollars  be  paid  to  John  Brown,  for  the  ufe  of 
Robert  Morris,  Efq;  to  difcharge  four  bills  of  125  dollars  each, drawn 
by  John  Aflie,  treaiurer  of  North-Carolina,  dated  the  10th  of  May  lafl, 
in  favour  of  James  Payneville  ;   the    ftate  to  be  charged  therewith  : 

That  1 166^^  dollars  be  advanced  to  Cornelius  Harnett,  Efq;  a  de- 
legate from  North-Carolina,  upon  his  application,  and  charged  to  the 
faid  ftate  : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Potts  ;  and  that  a  warrant 
iiTue  in  his  favour  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq:  commiffioner  of  the  con- 
tinental loan-dfiice  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  farther  fum 
of  70,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital  in  the  middle-diftrict ;  for 
which  funis  the  faid  Dr.  Potts  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  1,500,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  Efq; 
commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  the  prefident  and  fuprerae  executive  Ooi^ncil  of  the 

Vol.  IV.  X  .  " 
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commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  be  requefted  to  order  the  commiflion- 
ers  by  them  appointed  to  make  purchafes  of  wheat  and  flou;,  to  defifl: 
in  making  any  further  purchafes  of  thofe  articles,  and  to  make  returns 
forthwith  to  Mr.  Wadfworth,  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  and  to 
the  board  of  war  of  the  purchafes  they  have  made. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reprefentation  of  the  coun- 
cil and  affembly  of  New-Jerfey,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  fo  much  of  the  reprefentation  as  relates  to  the  fup- 
porting  that  ftate  with  a  body  of  continental  troops,  be  fubmitted  to 
general  Walhington,  commander  in  chief: 

That  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  be  requefted  to  complete  only  three 
regiments  of  infantry,  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  refolutions 
of  the  26th  of  February  laft;  and  that  the  committee  of  Congrefs  lately 
at  camp,  do  arrange  the  officers  of  the  faid  ftate  accordingly. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  order  and  ap- 
point general  courts-martial  as  often  as  occafton  requires,  for  trying 
officers  and  others  under  arreft,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war,  in  the  place  where  Congrefs  may  fit,  and  that  the  faid  courts  re- 
port their  proceedings  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  the  firft  paragraph  being  read,  a  motion  was  made, 

"  That  an  eftablilhment  of  half-pay  be  made  for  the  military-officers 
commiffioned  by  Congrefs  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  thefe  ftates,  and  fhall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and  who 
fliall  not  be  annexed  to  any  corps  of  eftablifhed  troops,  or  hold  any  of- 
fice of  profit  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them  ;  and  that  fuch 
eftablifliment  take  place  after  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  war  :" 

Whereupon,  the  agreement  entered  into  the  1ft  inft.  was  called  for 
and  read,  and  thereupon  a  queftion  was  moved  and  put,  whether  that 
motion  is  in  order  confiftent  with  the  faid  agreement  and  the  fubfequent 
decifion  of  Congrefs,  that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
(liould  not  be  entered  on  the  journal? 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay^     Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.   Lovell, 
Rhode-Island.,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,-  Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.    Wolcott, 
Neiv-Tork,  Mr.   Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Netv-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   J.  B.  Smith,    no] 

Mr.  y antes  Smith,  ay 


Maryland, 


Vir 


Mr.   Chase, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 


North-Car  olina, 


Carroll, 
Forbes, 
F,  L.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 
Mr.   Burke, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
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no~\ 
no  [■  nc 

no  J 


Souib-Carolina,  Mr,  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hut  son, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy^    ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  was  then  received  and  read  by  the  prefident,  and  after 
debate, 

.  Resolved,  That  the  farther  courideratlon  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Forbes  have  leave  of  abfence. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Burke  have  leave  of  abfence. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow.  > 

SA^UPBAr,  April   18,    1778. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  feat  in 
Congrefs. 

Whereas,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  who  was  eledled  a  member  of  the 
board  of  war,  is,  on  account  of  his  ill  (late  of  health,  unable"  to  attend 
his  duty  at  that  board,  and  therefore  deiirous  to  relign  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  memorial  from  Jofeph  Carfon  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  memberschofen,Mr,  Banifter,  Mr.  Cirroll  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon  Congrefs" 
came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  a  fpeedy  enquiry  be  made  into  the 
caufes  of  the  lofs  of  the  Virginia  frigate,  and  a  competent  number  of 
officers  belonging  to  the  navy  cannot,  at  prefent,  be  obtained  for  that 
purpofe  : 

Resolved,  That  the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftriift,  with  William 
Smith,  Efq;  of  Baltimore,  and  Stephen  Steward,  Efq;  of  Weft-river, 
in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  and  fully  authorized  to  make  a  ftrict  enquiry  and  examina- 
tion into  the  caufes  of  the  lofs  of  the  faid  frigate,  and  the  conduct  of 
James  Nicholfon,  late  commander  of  the  faid  frigate  ;  and  that  to  that 
end  they  repair  to  Baltimore  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  and  call  before 
them  the  faid  James  Nicholfon,  and  examine  all  perfons,  evidences 
and  papers  neceffary,  and  make  report  of  fuch  their  enquiry,  together 
with  the  evidences,  to  the  marine-committee,  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs. 
'  The  committee  to  whofe  decifion,  in  conjuniStion  with  gen.  Wafli- 
ington,  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  brigadier  countPulaiki's  corps 
■was  referred,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  de  Kowatz  be  appointed  colonel-comman- 
dant;  count  Jv.lias  de  Mountfort,  major;  Jolm  de  Zielinlke,  captain 
of  lanceers. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  authorized  and  directed  forth- 
Avith  to  convene  a  council,  to  confift  of  the  major-generals  in  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  general-officer  commanding  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, and  with  the  advice  of  tlie  faid  council  to  form  fuch  a  plan  for 
the  general  operations  of  the  campaign  as  he  (hall  deem  confiftent  with 
the  welfare  of  thefe  ftates  : 
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That  major-generals  Gates  and  Mifflin,  members  of  the  board  of 
war,  have  leave  to  attend  the  faid  council. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resohedf  That  500,000  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of 
the  treafury  board,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fhall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  che  fame  tenor  and 
date  as  the  emiffion  directed  on  the  4th  inft.  be  numbered  from  the  lad 
number  of  each  refpeftive  denomination  of  that  emiffion  progreffively, 
and  conflft  of  the  following  denominations  : 

7692  of  30  dollars,  -  -  -  230,760 

7693  of  8  do.  -  -  -  -  61,544 
7693  of    7  do.       -               -              -               -  53,851 

7692  of  6  do.  -               -               -              -        46,152 

7693  of  5  do.  -  -  -  38,465 
7692  of  4  do.  -  -  -  -  30,768 
7692  of  3  do.  -  -  -  23,076 
7692  of  2  do.  L      -      -      -      15, .184 


500,000 

That  all  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  Eftj;  and  of  the  in- 
fpeftors  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the  emiffion  direfted  on  the 
10th  of  May  laft,  ffiall  extend  to  the  faid  500,000  dollars  now  to  be 
emitted,  fubjefl  to  fuch  dlreiftions  and  inftruclions  as  the  board  of  trea- 
fury may  judge  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan, 
Efq;  late  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted 
to  his  deputy  Mr.  Colt,  in  the  eaftern-diftridl ;  Mr.  Buchanan  to  be 
accountable. 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  James  Meafe,  Efq;  clothier- 
general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  Fidel  Dorre  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  James  Meafe,  clothier-general,  on  the  fubjcl  of  his  department; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  make  a  Uriel  enquiry 
into  the  mode  in  which  the  armourer's  department  has  been  hitherto 
condu£ted,  and  report  to  Congrefs  the  refult  of  their  enquiry;  and  if 
they  judge  neceffarv,  to  difmifs  the  perfons  who  have  been  hitherto 
employed  in  that  bufinefs,  and  to  engage  others  in  their  {lead,  on  the 
beft  terms  poffible. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hudfonbe  added  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  added  to  the  medical-committee. 

A  petition  from  captain  Knox  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Whereas  a  brigadier  of  cavalry  is  necelTarily  put  to  a  much  greater 
expenfe  in  equipping  himfelf  for  fervice  and  other  ways  than  any  other 
officer  of  that  rank  in  the  army  ;   therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  brigadier-general  of  cavalry  be  in  the 
fame  proportion  to  thatof  a  brigadier  of  Infantry,  as  the  pay  of  a  colonel 
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©f  the  cavalry  is  to  that  of  a  colonel  of  infantry,  viz.  iSGidoIs.  per  month. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

jMoNDjr,  April  20,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  I5th,  from  major  Lee,  and  one  of  the  17th,  from  E. 
Boudinot,  Efq;  commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  were  read,  the  laft  in- 
forming Congrefs  of  his  refolution  to  decline  continuing  any  longer  in 
the  fervice  : 

Ordered,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  ele£ling  a  commiffary- 
general  of  prifoners. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gov.  Clinton,  with  a  proclamation  enclo- 
fed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

Tlie  members  ehofen,  Mr. Huntington,  Mr.  J.B.Smith  Isf  Mr. Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Wallmigton,  with  the  report  of  the 
commiffioners  by  him  appointed  for  fettling  a  cartel,  &c.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  ehofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Dana. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  Jonathan  Sergeant,  Efq;  and  one,  of  the 
26th  of  March,  from  governor  Cafwell,  of  North-Carolina,  were  read  : 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  baron  Steuben,  one,  of  the  4th,  from  go- 
vernor Cooke,  of  Rhode- Ifland,  and  one,  of  the  6th,  from  brigadier 
Muhlenberg,  were,  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,-  of  the  17th,  from  brigadier  Smallwood,  with  two  letters 
enclofed,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  ehofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruclions  to  general  Gates, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  fundrr 
amendments  being-  made,  was  agreed  to  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  tranfcribed  and  figned  by  the  preFident 
and  tranfmitted  to  general  Gates,  and  that  a  copy  be  fent  to  genera.1 
Wafhington. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TcjESDAr^  April  2],  1778. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 'of  the  18th,  from 
gen.  Wafliington,  with  the  feveral  papers  enclofed,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  the  lame  being  debated 
by  paragraphs  and  amended,  and  each  paragraph,  on  a  queft-ion  put, 
being  agreed  to, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  queftion  be  put  on  the  whole  : 
Whereupon  a  queftion  of  order  was  moved,  whether  a  quedion  c3.b 
in  fuch  cafe  be  put  ? 

And  the  yeas  and  navs  being  required, 
Massac/jicsetts-Bay,      Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.   Lovell, 
Rhode.lsland,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.    JVolcott, 
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Nemi-Torki 

New-Jersey, 
Peimsjlvania, 


Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 


Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  ay  ^ 
lith,  ay  $ 


no} 
>  no 

710  y 

no  ^no 


no~\ 
no  ! 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


no  r 

710    \ 

7lO'\ 

710  yno 
no  \ 


no 

ay 

ay 
ay 


divided* 


} 


^y 


Mr.  James  Smi 

Maryland,  Mr,  Chase, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  ^wrAf, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langivorthy,   no  ^no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  report,  as  amended  and  agreed  to,  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  conducl  of  colonel  Grayfon, 
lieutenant-colonel  Harrifon,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  and 
Elias  Boudinot,  Efqrs;  "  commifiioners  appointed  by  general  Walhing- 
ton  to  meet  the  commiffioners  appointed  by  general  fir  William  Howe, 
and  with  them  to  corfer,  determine  and  agree  upon  a  treaty  and  con- 
vention for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  of  war,  and  for  all  matters  what- 
foever  which  may  be  properly  contaiioed  therein,"  in  the  feveral  meet- 
ings held  at  Germantown  and  Newton,  with  the  commiffioners  of  gene- 
ral Howe. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  are  fmcerely  defirous  of  fettling  a  cartel 
for  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  on  principles  of  juftice,  humanity  and 
mutual  advantage,  and  agreeable  to  the  cuftomary  rules  and  praftice 
of  war  among  civilized  nations  ;  and  that  they  lament  the  obilacles  rai- 
fedby  general  Howe  and  his  commiffioners  during  the  negociations  held 
for  this  defirable  purpofe. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  received  from  the  general,  re- 
lating to  the  faid  cartel,  be  publilhed,  together  with  thefe  refolutions. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  have  k-ave  to  fit  again. 

Congrefs  having  received  repeated  information,  that  various  abufes 
prevail  in  the  department  of  the  commiffary  of  hides  ;  for  fecuring  the 
hides  and  tallow  belonging  to  the  public  : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfled  to  make  fuch  regula- 
tions for  condudling  that  department  as  they  ffialldeera  beft  calculated 
to  anfwer  the  end  of  its  inflitution  ;  that  they  be  authorized  to  difmifs, 
if  they  fiiall  judge  neceffary,  the  perfons  who  have  been  hitherto  em- 
ployed to  conduft  the  fame,  and  to  appoint  others  in  their  ftead,  till 
the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  can  be  known,  reporting  to  Congrefs  the  naqies 
of  the  principal  perfons  by   them   appointed  to  conduft  that  bufmefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  board  of  vvfar,  or  any  one  of 
them  be  authorized,  in  conjunction  with  any  two  or  more  of  the  pre- 
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fent  commlffioners,  to  manage  the  bufinefs  of  that  department,  till  an 
additional  number  of  commiirioners  fiiall  be  appointed  by  Congrefs  to 
the  board  of  war,  and  (liall  be  ready  to  attend  that  bufmefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Ordered.,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commillioner 
of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Penniylvania,  for  20,000  dollars,  in 
favour  of  William  Henry,  Efq;  of  Lancafter,  for  the  purpofe  of  pay- 
ing for  leather,  8cc.  purchafed  by  him,  and  for  repairing  arms  fnr  pub- 
lic fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resohed,  That  Congrefs  will,  on  Monday  next,  take  into  confide- 
ration  the  ftate  of  our  affairs  with  foreign  courts,  and  the  inftruftions 
to  the  commiflioners  of  Congrefs  at  fuch  courts. 


Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter-mailer  in -York-town  provide  a  room  for 
the  clerk  of  the  United  States  lottery,  to  ferve  him  for  an  office  to 
tranfaft  his  bufinefs  in  with  conveniency  and  fecurity. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  7939  dollars  be  paid  to  Samuel  Ewing,  Efq;  in  dif- 
charge  of  an  order  of  Thomas  Reed,  affiftant  pay-mafter-general,  in 
his  favour,  dated  the  18th  inft.  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-ge- 
neral,  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  ;  whereupon,  the  motion  made  on  Friday  lall  was  read, 
and  an  amendment  moved  : 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  take,  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  whether 
it  is  in  order  that  the  refolution  of  Friday,  which  was  entered  on  the 
minutes  and  then  determined  to  be  in  order,  fliould  now  be  fubjed  to 
any  further  amendment  ? 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,       7io  ^ 

Mr.  JFolcott,  no3  "^ 

Neio-York,  Mr.  Duer,  ay  ? 

Mr.  G.  Morris,         ay  ),  "-^ 

Mr.  Scudder,  no  *>no 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 


irgini 


North-Carolina, 


Mr.  James  Smi 
Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.   PlatetK, 
Mr.   Carroll, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.   r.  Adains, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Harnett, 


ay 
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South-Carolina^ 


i} 


"y 


ay 
ay 

ay  )>ay 


Mr.   Laurcnsy 
Mr.   Drayton^ 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Georgia,  Mr.   Langivorthy, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  aifi.rmative. 

On  the  queftion  put  to  ftrike  out  ''  an  eflablifhment,"  and  infert 
"  it  is  expedient  aprovifion  ;" 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then. moved,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  be  taken,  whether 
"  any  provifion  fhail  be  made  for  the  officers,  &c.  after  the  conclufioa 
of  the  prefent  war  ?" 

On  which  tlie  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 


Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.   LovelL 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 

Neiv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.   Dana, 

Mr.   Ellery, 

Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.    Wolcott, 

Mr.   Duer, 

Mr.  G.   Aforris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.   J.  B.  Smith,  ay 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ayS 


no  V  ay 

no  J>?20- 

no'" 

710 

ay] 

ay 

no  'f>no 


no 


ay 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


ay  )>ay 

ay  I 
^y} 


ay 


ay 


ay 


no~\ 
no  >  "< 

no  J 


Mr.  M^Kean, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  T,  Adams, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Mr.  Langworthy,    ay  "^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  April  22,   1778.  P.   M. 

Mr.  Matthews,  a  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from 
gen.  WaTnington,  containing  a  certain  printed  paper  fent  from  Phila- 
delphia, purporting  to  be  the  draught  of  a  bill  for  declaring  the  intention 
of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  as  to  the  exercife  of  what  they  are 
pleafed  to  term  their  right  of  impofmg  taxes  within  thefe  United  States ; 
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and  alfo  the  draught  of  a  bill  to  enable  the  king  of  Great-Britain  to  ap- 
point commifTioners  with  powers  to  treat,  coriful.  and  aj^',"ree  upon  the 
means  of  quieting  certain  dilbrders  within  the  faia  liates,  brought  in  a 
report  ;  wherein  they  beg  leave  to  obferve, 

"  That  the  faid  paper,  being  induflrioufly  circulated  by  the  emilTaries 
of  the  enemy  in  a  partial  and  fecret  manner,  the  fame  ought  to  be  forth- 
v/ith  printed  for  the  public  information. 

-The  committee  cannot  afcertain  whether  the  contents  of  the  faid 
paper  have  been  framed  in  Philadelphia  or  in  Great-Britain,  much  lefs 
whether  the  fame  are  really  and  truly  intended  to  be  brought  into  the 
parliament  of  that  kingdom,  or  whether  the  faid  parliament  will  confer 
thereon  the  ufual  folemnities  of  their  laws  ;  but  are  inclined  to  believe 
this  will  happen  for  the  following  reafons  ; 

1.  Becaufe  their  general  hath  made  divers  feeble  efforts  to  fet  on. 
foot  fome  kind  of  treaty,  during  the  laft  winter  ;  though,  either  from  a 
miflaken  idea  of  his  own  dignity  and  importance,  the  want  of  informa- 
tion, or  fome  other  caufe,  he  hath  not  made  application  to  thofe  who 
are  inverted  Avith  a  proper  authority. 

2.  Becaufe  they  fuppofe  that  the  fallacious  idea  of  a  ceffation  of  hof- 
tilities  will  render  thefe  ftates  remifs  in  their  preparations  for  war. 

3.  Becaufe,  believing  the  Americans  wearied  with  war,  they  fuppofe 
we  Avill  accede  to  their  terms  for  the  fake  of  peace. 

4.  Becaufe  they  fuppofe  that  our  negociations  may  be  fubjedl  to  a 
like  corrupt  influence  with  their  debates. 

5.  Becaufe  they  expedlfrom  this  flep  the  fame  effefts  they  did  from 
%vhat  one  of  their  minifters  thought  proper  to  call  his  conciliatory  mo- 
tion, viz.  "  That  it  will  prevent  foreign  powers  from  giving  aid  to 
thefe  ftates  ;  that  it  will  lead  their  own  fubjects  to  continue  a  little  lon- 
ger the  prefent  war  ;  and  that  it  will  detach  fome  weak  men  in  America 
from  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  virtue." 

6.  Becaufe  the  king,  from  his  own  fliewing,  hath  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, that  his  fleets  and  armies,  inftead  of  being  employed  againft  the 
territories  of  thefe  ftates,  will  be  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  his  own 
dominions  ;  and, 

7.  Becaufe  the  impradicability  of  fubjugating  this  country  being 
every  day  more  and  more  manifeft,  it  is  their  intereft  to  extricate  them- 
felves  from  the  war  upon  any  terms. 

The  committee  beg  leave  farther  to  obferve. 

That,  upon  a  fuppofition  the  matters  contained  In  the  faid  paper 
will  really  go  into  the  Britifti  ftatute  book,  they  ferve  to  fliew,  in  a 
clear  point  of  view,  the  weaknefs  and  wlckednefs  of  the  enemy.  Their 
weaknefs, 

1.  Becaufe  they  formerly  declared  not  only  that  they  had  a  right 
to  bind  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  In  all  cafes  whatfoevfr,  but  al- 
fo that  the  faid  inhabitants  (hould  abfolutely  and  unconditionally  fub- 
mlt  to  the  exercife  of  that  right :  and  this  fubmiffion  they  have  en- 
deavoured to  exact  by  the  fword.  Receding  from  their  claim,  there- 
fore, under  the  prefent  clrcumftances,  fliews  their  inability  to  enforce  it. 

2.  Becaufe  their  prince  hath  heretofore  rejefted  the  humbleft  peti- 
tion   of  the  reprefentatlvc;3  of  America,  praying   to  be  confidered  as 
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lubjecls,  and  protefted  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  liberty  and  fafety  ; 
and  hath  waged  a  moft  cruel  war  againfl  them,  and  employed  the  la- 
vages to  butcher  innocent  women  and  children.  But,  now  the  fame 
prince  pretends  to  treat  with  thole  very  reprefentatives,  and  grant  to 
the  arms  of  America  what  he  refiifed  to  her  prayers. 

3.  Becaufe  they  have  uniformly  laboured  to  conquer  this  continent, 
reiefting  every  idea  of  accommodation  propofed  to  them,  from  a  con- 
fidence in  their  own  ftrength  :  wherefore  it  is  evident,  from  the  change 
in  their  mode  of  attack,  that  they  have  loft  this  confidence.     And, 

4.  Becaufe  the  conftant  language  fpoken,  not  only  by  their  minif- 
ters,  but  by  the  moft  public  and  authentic  acts  of  the  nation,  hath  been, 
that  it  is  incompatible  with  their  dignity  to  treat  with  the  Americans, 
while  they  have  arms  in  their  hands ;  notwithftanding  which,  an  offer 
is  now  about  to  be  made  for  treaty. 

The  wickednefs  and  infiacerity  of  the  enemy  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing confiderations  : 

1.  Either  the  bills  now  about  to  be  pafTed  contain  a  direct,  or  in- 
direA  ceffion  of  a  part  of  their  former  claims,  or  they  do  not.  If  they 
do,  then  it  is  acknowledged  that  they  have  facriliced  many  brave  men 
in  an  unjuft  quarrel.  If  they  do  not,  then  they  are  calculated  to  de- 
ceive America  into  terms,  to  which  neither  argument  before  the  war, 
nor  force  fmce,  could  procure  affent. 

2.  The  firft  of  thefe  bills  appears,  from  the  title,  to  be  a  declara- 
tion of  the  intentions  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  concerning  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  rights  of  impofing  taxes  within  thefe  ftates  :  wherefore, 
lliould  thefe  ftates  treat  under  the  faid  bill,  they  would  indireftly  ac- 
knowledge that  right,  to  obtain  which  acknowledgment  the  prefent 
war  hath  been  avowedly  undertaken  and  profecuied  on  the  part  of 
Great-Britain. 

3.  Should  fuch  pretended  right  be  fo  acquiefced  In,  then,  of  confe- 
quence,  the  fame  might  be  exercifed  whenever  the  Britifh  parliament 
fhould  find  themfelves  in  a  different  temper  and  difpofition,  fince  it 
muft  depend  upon  thofe,  and  fuch  like  contingencies,  how  far  men  will 
ad  according  to  their  former  intentions. 

4.  The  faid  bill,  in  the  body  thereof,  containeth  no  new  matter  ;  but 
is  precifely  the  fame  with  the  motion  before-mentioned,  and  liable  to 
all  the  objections  which  lay  againft  the  faid  motion,  excepting  the 
following  particular,  viz.  that  by  the  motion,  adtual  taxation  was  to 
be  fufpended  fo  long  as  America  fliouldgive  as  much  as  the  faid  parlia- 
ment might  think  proper  ;  whereas  by  the  propofed  bill,  it  is  to  be 
fufpended  as  long  as  future  parliaments  continue  of  the  fame  mind 
with  the  prefent. 

5.  From  the  fecond  bill  it  appears,  that  the  Britifli  king  may,  if  he 
pleafes,  appoint  commiffioners  to  treat  and  agree  with  thofe  whom  they 
pleafe  about  a  variety  of  things  therein  mentioned  :  but  fuch  treaties 
and  agreements  are  to  be  of  no  validity  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  faid  parliament,  except  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  fufpenfion  of 
hoftilities  and  of  certain  of  their  afts,  the  granting  of  pardons  and 
the  appointing  of  governors  to  thefe  fovereign,  free  and  independent 
ftates  :  wherefore  the  faid  parliament  have  referved  to  themfelves,  in 
exprefs  words,   the  power  of  the  fetting   afide  any  fuch  treaty,  and 
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taking  the  advantage  of  any  circumftances  which  may  arife,  to  fubjedl 
this  continent  to  their  ufurpations. 

6.  The  faid  bill,  by  holding  forth  a  tender  of  pardon,  implies  a  cri- 
minality in  our  juftifiable  refinance  ;  and,  conlequcntly,  to  treat  under 
it,  would  be  an  implied  acknowledgment,  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
ftates  were,  what  Britain  hath  declared  them  to  be,  Rebels, 

7.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  being  claimed  by  them  as  fiib- 
jeQs,  they  may  infer  from  the  nature  of  the  negociation  now  pretend- 
ed to  be  let  on  foot,  that  the  faid  inhabitants  would  of  right  be  after- 
wards bound  by  fuch  laws  as  they  fliould  make  ;  wherefore  any  agree- 
ment entered  into  on  fuch  negociation,  might  at  any  future  time  be 
repealed.    And, 

8.  Becaufc  the  faid  bill  purports  that  the  commiffioners  therein  men- 
tioned may  treat  with  private  individuals  ;  a  meafure  highly  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  national  charafter. 

From  all  which  it  appears  evident  to  your  committee,  that  the  faid 
bills  are  intended  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  thefe  ftates,  fo  as  to  create  divifions  among  them  and  a  defec- 
tion from  the  common  caufe,  now,  by  the  blefling  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, drawing  near  to  a  favourable  iffue  :  that  they  are  the  fequel  of 
that  infidious  plan,  which,  from  the  days  of  the  ftamp-aftdown  to  the 
prefent  time,  hath  involved  this  country  in  contention  and  bloodihed  ; 
and  that  as  in  other  cafe?,  fo  in  this,  although  circumftances  may  force 
them  at  times,  to  recede  from  their  unjuftifiable  claims,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  but  they  will,  as  heretofore,  upon  the  firft  favourable  occa- 
fion,  again  diiplay  that  luft  of  domination  which  hath  rent  in  twain 
the  mighty  empire  of  Britain. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  report  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  as  the  Americans,  united  in  this  arduous  conteft 
upon  principles  of  common  intereft,  for  the  defence  of  common  rights 
and  privileges  ;  which  union  hath  been  cemented  by  common  calami- 
ties and  by  mutual  good  offices  and  affeftion  ;  fo  the  great  caufe,  for 
which  they  contend,  and  in  v.'hich  all  mankind  are  interefted,  muft 
derive  its  fuccefs  from  the  continuance  of  that  union  ;  wherefore  any 
men  or  body  of  men,  who  fliould  prefume  to  make  any  feparate  or  par- 
tial convention  or  agreement  with  commiffioners  under  the  crown  or 
Great-Britain,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  confidered  and  treated  as 
open  and  avowed  enemies  of  thefe  United  States. 

And  further,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  report  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  thefe  United  States  cannot,  with  propriety,  hold  any  conference 
or  treaty  with  any  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain,  unlefs 
they  fliall,  as  a  preliminary  thereto,  either  withdraw  their  fleets  and 
armies,  or  elfe,  in  pofitive  and  exprefs  terms,  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  faid  ftates. 

And,  inafmuch  as  it  appears  to  be  the  defign  of  the  enemies  of  thefe 
ftates  to  lull  them  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  to  the  end  that  they  may  aiTt 
with  a  becoming  weight  and  Importance,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  that  the  feveral  ftates  be  called  upon,  to  ufe  the  moft  ftrenu- 
ous  exertions,  to  have  their  refpeftive  quotas  of  continental  troops  in 
the  field  as  foon  as  pofliible,  and  that  all  the  militia  of  the  faid  ftates 
may  be  held  in  readinefs  to  a6l  as  occafton  may  require." 

The  report  being  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs. 
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Resohedf  unanimously y  That  Congrefs  approve  and  confirm  the  faid 
report.  » 

Ordered.,  That  the  fame  be  publiflied. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  April  23,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  March  3  Ift,  from  John  Carter,  at  Williamfburgh  ;  one, 
of  the  3d  inft.  from  B.  Harrifon,  deputy  pay-maRer-general  in  Virgi- 
nia, with  his  monthly  account  ;  one,  of  the  6th,  from  major-generiil 
Conway,  at  Albany  ;  and  one,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Wafhington, 
■were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Harrifon,  \vith  the  account  en- 
clofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine-committee  take  into  confideration  the 
(late  of  the  river-defence  ot  Delaware,  and  the  meafures  which  they 
judge  bed  and  proper  for  defending  that  river  above  Philadelphia. 

A  letter,  or  the  21ft,  irom  the  board  of  v/ar,  was  read,  vrherein  they 
inform,  that  in  pi^i-fuance  of  '.he  rifolution  of  the  ISth,  they  have  en- 
quired into  the  armo'irer's  department  under  Thomas  Butler,  and  are' 
convinced  that  no  advantage  will  arife  to  the  ftates  from  a  continu- 
ance of  the  perfons  now  ep?;aged  in  that  bufinefs  ;  for  which  reafon 
they  have  di^mnT'.i  Mr.  Butler,  the  former  public  armourer,  and  ap- 
pointed William  Henry,  Efq;  of  Lancafter,  fuperintendant  of  arms  and 
military-accoutrements  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  the  proceedings  of  tlie  board  of 
war,  and  confirm  their  appointment. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Butler,  l?te  armourer,  immediately  render 
his  accounts  and  fettle  with  the  auditors  of  accounts  at  the  board  of 
treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay- 
mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  enable  col.  Davis,  of 
Carlifle,  to  pay  off  a  number  of  waggons  hired  fome  time  ago,  by  the 
direftion  of  that  board,  to  bring  clothing  from  N.  Carolina  to  Virgi- 
nia ;  the  faid  pay-niafterto  be  accountable  : 

That  1012  dollars  be  paid  to  col.  Timothy  Pickering,  in  difcharge 
of  the  draught  of  William  Palfrey,  pay-m after-general,  dated  the  29th 
of  Jan.  laft,  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  faid  colonel  T,  Picker- 
ing ;  the  pay-m  after-general  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas  perfualion  and  influence,  the  example  of  the  deluded  and 
wicked,  the  fear  of  danger,  or  the  calamities  of  war,  may  have  induced 
fome  of  the  fubjefts  of  thefe  ftates  to  join,  aid  or  abet  the  Britilh  for- 
ces in  America,  and  though  now  defjrous  of  returning  to  their  duty, 
and  anxioufly  wifhing  to  be  received  and  reunited  to  their  country, 
they  may  be  deterred  by  the  fear  of  punifhment  ;  and  whereas  the 
people  of  thefe  ftates  are  ever  more  ready  to  reclaim  than  to  abandon, 
to  mitigate  than  to  encreafe  the  horrors  of  Avar  ;  to  pardon  than  to 
punilli  offenders  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feve- 
ral  ftates  to  pafs  laws,  or  to  the  executive  authority  of  each  ftate,  if 
Invefted  with  fufficient  power,  to  iffue  proclamations,  offering  pardon, 
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■wltli  fuch  exceptions  and  under  fuch  limitations  and  reftrlAions  as  tlie 
feveral  ftates  fliall  think  expedient,  to  fuch  of  their  inhabitants  or  fub- 
jedls,  who  have  levied  war  ac^ainfl  any  of  thefe  flates,  or  who  have  ad- 
hered to,  aided  or  abetted  the  enemy,  and  who  fliall  furrender  them- 
felves  to  any  civil  or  military  officer  of  any  of  thefe  ftates,  and  fhall 
return  to  the  ftate  to  which  they  may  belong,  before  the  10th  day  of 
June  next  :  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  good  and  faithful  citizens  of 
thefe  ftates  to  receive  fuch  returning  penitents  with  compafuon  and 
,  mercy,  and  to  forgive  and  bury  in  oblivion  their  paft  failings  and 
tranfgreffions. 

OrcUred,  That  500  copies  in  EngliHi  and  200  in  German  be  prin- 
ted, and  that  gen.  Waftiington  be  defired  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  he 
Ihall  deem  moft  effeclual  fo--  circulating  the  foregoing  recommeiJi.latioii 
among  the  American  levies  in  the  enemy's  army. 

A  motion  was  made  to  re-conlider  the  order  of  yefterday  for  publlfti- 
ing  the  report  of  the  committee,  io  far  as  relates  to  the  immediate 
publication  of  the  laft  paragraph  but  one  in  the  faid  report; 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay^       Mr.  Gerry ^  no  "J 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  >ay 

Mr.   Dana^  ay  J 

Rbprl^-Island,  Mr.   E/lery,  no  '^no 

ConnectkiU.,  Mr.  Huntington.^      ay  \ 

Mr.   Wolcott,  CV3  "-^^ 

Neiv-Tork^  Mr.  Duer,  no} 

Mr.  G.  Morris         710  S  "'^ 

New-Jersey^  Mr.  Scudder^  ay  )>ay 

Maryland^  Mr.   Chase^  no~\ 

yiv.-  Plater^  no  ' 

Mr.   Carroll,  no  j 

Mr.   Henry,  710] 

Virginia,  Mr.   F.  L.  Lee,         ay^ 

Mr.   Banister^  no  >no 

Mr.    jT.  Adams,         710  j 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke,  no~l 

Mr.   Harnett,  710  ^ 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  7io~^ 

Mr.  'Drayton,  no  ! 

Mr.   Hutson,,  no  [' 

Mr.   Mattbevjs,         noj 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langtvorthy,     no  ^Jio 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  17th,  from 
brigadier  Smallwood,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  brought  In  a  report  ; 
whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland 
be  requefted  immediately  to  embody  300  militia  of  the  eaftern-'hore  of 
that  ftate,  under  adive  and  fpirited  ofdcers,  and  to  order  them  to  march 
with  two  field-pieces  and  a  proper  number  of  avtillerlfts  into  the  Dela- 
ware ftate,  there  to  execute  fuch  orders  as  they  may  receive  from  a 
committee  of  Congrefs  fpec;ally  appointed  for  this  purpofe  : 
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That  three  members  be  appointed  a  committee  to  give  proper  in- 
{Iruftions  to  the  officer  commanding- on  this  expedition  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  further  authorized  to  devife  and  carry 
into  execution  the  moft  efFeftual  meafurcs  for  enquiring  into,  detect- 
ing and  defeating-  all  difafFeclions,  confpiracies  and  infurreftions  on 
that  neck  of  land  comprehended  betwixt  the  Delaware  and  Chefapeake- 
Bay,  and  that  they  apply  to  the  governments  of  Maryland  and  Virgi- 
nia, and  to  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  if  the  committee  fhall  think  necefTa- 
ry,  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned  ;  and  it  is  earneftly  recommended 
to  the  faid  governments  to  give  every  affiftance  in  their  power  to  the 
faid  committee  : 

That  a  copy  of  brigadier  Small  wood's  letter  of  April  17th,  be  tranf- 
jnitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Maryland,  and  that  they  be  re- 
quefted  to  take  immediate  and  adequate  raeafiires  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  (lores  at  Charles-town. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  vefted  in  gen.  Wafiiington  by  the  refolu- 
tlons  of  the  I7th  of  Sept.  8th  of  Od.  and  10th  of  Dec.  1777,  be  re- 
newed and  extended  to  the  10th  day  of  Auguft,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  Small  wood  be  informed,  that  the  powers 
veiled  in  gen.  Wafhington  by  the  refolutions  of  (]ongrefs  of  the  17th 
of  Sept.  8th  of  Oft.  and  10th  of  Dec.  expired  on  the  10th  of  April  infU 
but  that  Congrefs  have  thought  proper,  by  a  refolution  of  this  date,  to 
renew  and  extend  them  to  the  10th  of  AuguR  next. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  committee  for  the  purpofes 
expreffed  in  the  foregoing  refolutions,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Banifter  were  elecled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harnett  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  April  24,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Greene,  quarter-mafter-general,  was 
read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  Vt'hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  v^'arrant  iffue  on  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  for  50,000  doLs. 
in  favour  of  major-general  Greene,  quarter-mafler-general,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  be  by 
them  tranfmitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  that  ftate,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  recruiting  their  quota  of  continental  troops  ;  the  faid  ftate  to 
be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  the  moft  ex- 
peditious meafures  for  tranfportlng  the  public  provifions  and  ftores  from 
the  fouthern-ftates,  acrofs  Chefepeake-Bay  or  otherwife  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land and  of  Virginia,  to  permit  the  armed  gallies  belonging  to  their 
refpeftive  ftates,  to  be  employed  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  at  the 
continental  expenfe  •,,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  veft'els  fo  employed,  be 
put  under  the  command  of  a  continental  officer,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
ill  confequences  which  may  arlfe  from  a  difputed  command  betwixt 
the  ftate  officers  : 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  the  government  of  the  llate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  to  furnifli  the  board  of  war  with  as  many  failors  now  employed 
in  the  i'ervice  of  their  ftate  as  they  can  ipare,  for  the  purpofe  of  man- 
ning the  Maryland  and  Virginia  gallies,  to  be  employed  in  Chefe- 
peake-Bay  : 

That  the  marine-committee,  and  the  committee  of  commerce,  be 
diredled  to  co-operate  with  the  board  of  war  in  manning  the  gallies 
above-mentioned. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow, 

SAT-uiiDAr,  April  is,    1778. 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  with  fandry  papers  en- 
clofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Dana. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  and  one  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Heath,  enclofing 
a  copy  of  the  parole  given  by  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  and  a  copy 
of  an  agreement  between  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  and  major-ge- 
neral Heath,  refpedling  the  payment  for  provifions,  fuel,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  major-general  Heath,  with  the  copy 
of  the  agreement,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  the  copy 
of  the  parole  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  council  of  MaiTaehufetts-Bay,  and 
one,  of  the  19th,  from  brigadier  Wind,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  council  of  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  major  William  Weft,  In  dii- 
charge  of  a  draught  of  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  in 
his  favour,  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  dated  at  camp,  the  24th  of 
March  laft,  and  for  which  the  faid  William  Palfrey  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  certificate  of  brigadier  Smallwood,  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  To- 
feph  Montgomery,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  terms  to  be  offered 
to  fuch  foreign  officers  and  foldlers  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  as  Ihall  quit  that  fervice,  and  choofe  to  become  citizens  of  any 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  refpecling  an  allowance  to  officers  after  the  war  : 

On  motion,  that  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  ; 

Queftion  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Ellery,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,         ay 

Mr.   Huntington,     ay  y  ay 
Mr.   Wolcott,  ay  ^ 


no'\ 
no  >; 

no  J 
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New-7'ork, 

Neiv-yersej^ 
Pennsjlvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


no 


Mr.  Duer,  no 

Mr.  G.  Morris,        no  ^ 
Mr.  Sciulder,  aj  S-o;. 

Mr.   Clingan,  excused  ^ 
Mr.  y.  B.Smith,    710  y"^ 
Mr.  M'-Kean,  no  ^nc 

Mr.   Chase,  no~\ 

Mr.   Carroll, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.   Burke, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens,  no~\ 

Mr.   Drayton,  ay  \ 

Mr.   Matthews,        no  | 
Mr.  Hutson,  noj 

Mr.  Langivorthy,    no  ^no 


no 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  provifion  to  be  made  for  the  officers, 
&c.  be  en  half  of  their  prefent  pay. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  3L 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  queftion  under  debate  in 
the  morning,  to  which  an  amendment  was  moved  to  ftrike  out  "pre- 
fent," and  after  the  word  "pay"  add  "on  the  firft  eftablifhment  made 
in  the  year  1775  :" 

Queilion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  to  ftrike  out  "  one  half  of  their 
prefent  pay,"  and  infert  "  a  fum  of  money  appropriated  to  the  officers 
according  to  their  rank,  and  payable  to  them  or  their  reprefentatives 
after  the  conclufion  of  the  war  :" 

After  debate,  the  determination  of  this  queftion,  at  the  requeft  of  a 
ftate,  v/as  poftponed  to    another  day. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  to-morrow. 

SuNDjr,  April  26,    1778. 
Queftion  being  put  on  the  amendment  moved  yefterday,  which  was 
put  off  at  the  requeft  of  a  ftate  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  i-equlred, 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.   Lav  ell, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


NeKV-Tcrk 


Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  EUery, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  V/olcott, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Blorris, 
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irs 


Neiv-Jersey^ 

Pennsylva?iia, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia^ 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Scudder,  ay  *^ay 

J.  B.  Smith,  no)    ,.   . ,   , 
•^  '        >  divided* 

ay' 


Georgia, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


7X0 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no  _ 

ay  ^ay 

ay 

no 


^y 


Mr 

Ml 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  F,  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  T".  Adams, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.   Hutson, 

Mr.  Langworthy,  no  ^no 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
<juiredj 

Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.    Wolcott, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.   Scudder, 
Mr,  y.  5.  ,Sm2Vy6, 
Mr.  Clingan, 
Mr.   M'Kean. 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 


Chase, 

Plater, 

Carroll, 

Henry, 

F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.   Laurens, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  was  refolved,  that  the  proviflon  to  be  made  for  officers,  &c. 
be  one-half  of  their  prefent  pay. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  "  That  fuch  provifion  of  half-pay  con- 
tinue for  the  life  of  the  officers  :"    . 

Vol.  IV.  Z 


ay 

no  vay 

ay 

no  ^no 

no~ 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no  ^no 

ay' 

no 

ay  )>ay 

oy'\ 

""■^Vay 

ay  I  -^ 

ayl 

ay  Vay 

ay\ 

ay  ^'ay 

no\ 

no  ! 
>no 

ay  \ 

no  J 

ay  ^ay 


ay 


divided. 
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To  which  an  amendment  was  moved,  to  flrike  out  "  for  the  life  of 
the  officers,"  and  infert  "  for         years  :" 

Queftion  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 


Massachusetts-Bay  f 


'I 
'I 


Mr.  Gerry^ 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.   Wolcott, 
New-Tor k,  Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 
New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scuddsr, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  y,  B.  Smith, 

Mr.  Clingan, 
Delaware,  Mr.   M^Kea7i, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  P/c^er, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  i^.  L.  Lee, 

Mr-  Banister, 
Mr.  r.  Adams, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  the  amendment  was  loft,  the  ftates  being  equally  divided. 
The  main  queftion  was  then  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 
Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  Gerry,  «o"J 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  Vno 

Mr.  Dana,  no  J 

Mr.  EUery,  no  )>no 

Mr,  Sherman,  no") 

Mr.  Huntington,     no  >no 

Mr.   Wolcott,  no} 

Mr.  ZJwer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  y.  5.  5m//i>, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  i^.  L.  L^e, 

Mr.  Banister,  ayK-ay 

Mr.  T*.  Adams,      ay\ 


ay'\ 

ayVay 

ay  J 
°y  Wy 

•^  f  divided, 
no) 

ay  )>ay 

r  divided. 
ay), 

no  f>no 

n(r\ 

no 

no 

no_ 

ay' 

no  Vno 

no  ^ 

no  ^no 

^yyay 

no  I 


no  [>«(? 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


tr^tnta, 


ay 


divided. 
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NortJb-Carolina,  Mr.  Btirke^  ay  \>tiy 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens^  no^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  no  I 

Mr.  Matthews,       ay  j 
Mr.  Hutson,  noj 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  ^cy 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  gen.  Waftiington,  was  read. 
Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  ;  to  which  fundry  amendments  were  moved  ;  after 
debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration   thereof  be  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

'  MoHDAT,   April  27,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  major  Lee,  was  re^d  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  col.  G.  Baylor,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  authorized  to  call,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  the  commander  of  the  artillery  to  the  council  ordered  to  be 
convened  for  fettling  fuch  a  plan  for  the  general  operations  of  the  en- 
fuing  campaign,  as  gen.  Waftiington  Ihall  deem  confiftent  with  the 
general  welfare  of  thcfe  dates. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  certificate  of  bri- 
gadier Smallwood,  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  brought 
in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Montgomery  be  allowed  the  pay 
of  a  brigade-chaplain,  for  the  time  of  his  l^rvice  in  that  capacity, 
agreeably  to  brigadier  Sniallwood's  certificate,  viz.  from  June  laft. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Montgomery  be  appointed  chap^ 
Iain  to  brigadier  Smallwood's  brigade. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  In  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  250,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-maf- 
ter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to 
Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  tranfmit  to  gen. 
Heath  proper  diredtions  with  refpeft  to  the  rout,  by  which  he  is  to 
fend  to  the  treafurer  the  hard-money  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  refpefting  a  provifion  for  the  officers  after  the  war  ; 
whereupon  it  was  moved,  and 

Resolved,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  refolution  fhall 
be  conftrued  to  extend  to  prevent  the  United  States  from  redeeming, 
at  any  time,  the  half-pay  of  fuch  officers  as  they  judge  proper,  by  pay- 
ing them  a  fum  equal  to  lix  years  half-pay. 

Sundry  amendments  being  made  in  the  report  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poHponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-jnorrow. 
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TuESDAr.,  April  28,    1778. 

Resolved^  That  major-general  Gates  be  empowered  to  appoint  two 
fuch  perfons  from  the  line  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  a£t  as  additional 
aids-de-camp. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  major-general  M'Dougall,  at  Fifhkill, 
with  fnndry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  extracls  of  the  faid  letter  be  fent  to  the  treafury,  and 
that  the  letter,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  major-general  Conway,  was  read,  requef- 
tlng  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  : 

Whereupon  it  was  moved,  that  his  refignation  be  accepted  : 

Qu^eftion  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay^   Mr.  Gerry,  no  "J 

Mr.  Lovell,  ^J  >ciy 

Mr.  Dana,  ay} 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  ^aj 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  cy"j 

Mr.  Huntington,  ay>ay 

Mr.   Wolcott,  ay  J 

New-Yo-rk,  Mr.  Duer,  oj? 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  ay  5  ^-^ 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,  ay  ^ay 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,    ay^ 

Mr.  Clingan,  ciy  S 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase,  no"^ 

Mr.   Plater,  ay  \ 

Mr.   Carroll,  '  ly  f 

Mr.    Henry,  ay  J 

Virginia^  Mr.  F.  Lee,  no~) 

Mr.  Banister,  no  >  no 

Mr.   T*.   Adams,  ay  J 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay"^ 

Mr,  Drayton,  ay  [ 

Mr.  Matthews,  ay  [■^ 

Mr.   Hutso7i,  ayj 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  Mr.  Burke,  was  read,  informing,  that 
the  inftrumenc  authenticating  his  lafl;  eleftion  as  a  delegate  from  N. 
Carolina,  is  dated  May  the  4th,  1777:  "  That  both  his  colleagues 
have  informed  him  that  they  believed  the  election  was  made  on  the 
28th  of  April  preceding  ;"  that  "  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate  requires 
the  election  of  delegates  to  be  annual,"  Sec.  expreffing  his  belief  "  that 
his  power  of  reprefenting  that  ftate  is  at  an  end  ;"  intimating, that  "  the 
inftrument  referred  to  is  on  the  journals  of  Congrefs,  and  they  can 
determine  whether  his  attendance  can  be  longer  commanded  ;"  and  re- 
quefting  "  their  opinion  thereon  ;"  that  his  abfenting  himfelf  may  not 
be  deemed  a  contempt  or  breach  of  order :" 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made. 

That  Mr.  Burke  be  diredled  to  attend  his  duty  in  Congrefs  : 

Queftion  put,  paiTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  Mr,  Burke  be  informed,  that  Congrefs 
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confider  him  as  a  delegate  from  the  (late  of  N.  Carolina,  till  the  affem- 
bly  of  his  ftate  fhall  direft  otherwife  : 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved,  whether  that  queftion  fiiall  now 
be  put  ?  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 


Massachusetts-Bay.) 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

Mr. 

Love  11, 

Mr. 

Dana, 

Rbode-Isla7id^ 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

Connecticut^ 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

Mr. 

Wolcott, 

J\Fe'U)-Tork, 

Mr. 

Duer, 

Mr. 

G.  Morris, 

Netv-'Jersej/.y 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

Pennsjhania, 

Mr. 

J.  B.  Smith, 

Mr. 

Cling  an, 

3Ia]ylandy 

Mr. 

Chase, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

Mr. 

Carroll, 

Mr. 

Henry, 

Virginia^ 

Mr. 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr. 

Banister, 

Mr. 

T.  Adams, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

Mr. 

Drayton,  . 

Mr. 

Hutson, 

Mr. 

Matthews, 

Georgia, 

Mr. 

Langworthy, 

•I 

J 


no 


ay 


no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

ay 

ay 

no  y-no 

710'? 

C  no 
'no  3 

no~\ 

no  \  J . 

ay  C 
ay} 

ay'] 

ay  Vcy 

ay  J 
ajr\ 

"•^  >ay 

ay  \  -^ 
ay  J 

ay  )>ay 


ded. 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 
A  motion  was  made  to  refolve, 
That  Mr.  Burke  is  not  a  member  of  this  houfe  : 
To  which  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  whether  that  queftion 
be  now  put  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required. 


Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

no"^ 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

no  >no 

Mr. 

Dana, 

no} 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

no  )>no 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

no~\ 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

no  Vno 

Mr. 

Wolcott, 

710  _ 

New-Torli, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Duer, 

G.  Morris, 

nol    ,.   . ,   J 
>  divided. 

ayS 

Netv-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

no  ^710 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

J.  B.  Smith, 

7io\ 

Mr. 

Clingan, 

C   710 

no  3 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Chase, 

no~^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Plater, 
Carroll, 

no  \    ,.   .,    , 

ay  1 

Mr. 

Henry, 

ayj 
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Virginia,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  aj'^ 

Mr.  Banister,  ay>ay 

Mr.  T.Adams,  aj j 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no~\ 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  l^^,^-^^^^ 

Ti'Ir.  Mattbexi's,  ay  \  *      ■ 

Mr.  Hutson,  7zoJ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  pafi"ecl  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,   That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Lee,   on  ac- 
count, for  the  purpolc  of  purchafing  horfes,    and  towards  recruiting 
and  equipping  his  corps. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  a  fecretary  of  a  major-general,  acting  in 
a  feparate  department,  be  encreafed  to  50  dollars  a-month. 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land, to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  their 
ftate,  on  whofe  application,  by  order  of  the  general  affembly,  this  fum 
js  advanced  ;  the  fuid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEUNESDAr,   April  29,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  6th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  that  committee  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  T.  Adams  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Smith. 

Another  letter  of  the  1  5th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
evidence  collecled,  and  ftate  charges  againft  the  general-officers  who 
were  in  the  northern-department  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Inde- 
pendence were  evacuated ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  with  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  major-general  Heath,  and  fundry  other  papers  enclofed, 
was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  extradl  of  the  letter  from  major-general  Heath 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  the  letter  from  gen.  Waftiington,  with  the  other  papers  en- 
clofed, be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  28tb,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Two  letters,  of  the  24th,  from  governor  Rodney,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpofes  exprefTed  in  fundry  refolutions  paffed  the  20th  inftant. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major  de  Bois,  v.'as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleAion  of  members  for  the  marine-com- 
ralttce,  in  the  room  cf  fuch  as  r.re  abfent;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken^ 
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Mr.  Scudder  was  elefted  for  New-Jerfey  ;  Mr.  Plater  for  Mary- 
land ;   Mr.  T.  Adams  for  Virginia. 

The  commiffioners  of  accounts  at  the  treafury-board,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  auditor-general,  report, 

That  there  is  due,  to  major  James  Armftrong  WiUbn,  for  his  inde- 
pendent company,  ftationed  at  Carlifle,  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding; 
public-ftores,  two  months  pay,  commencing  the  1ft  of  February,  and 
ending  the  31ft  of  March  laft,  both  days  included,  8431-^  duilars  ;  aiA 
to  twelve  men  belonging  to  different  regiments  in  gen.  Wayne's  divi- 
fion,  doing  duty  with  major  Wilfon's  company,  their  pay,  commencing 
and  ending  the  fame  time,  150-|5.  dollars  : 

That  there  is  alfo  due  to  capt.  Samuel  Poftlethwaite's  company, like- 
wife  ftationed  at  Carlifle,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  their  pay  from  their 
firft  eftablilhment  to  the  31ft  of  March,  inclufive,  ^^amounting  to 
1468||  dollars  : 

That  there  is  alfo  due  to  capt.  Poftlethwalte,  for  taking  up  four  de- 
ferters  belonging  to  different  regiments,  the  account  of  which  will  be 
fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general,the  fum  of  52  dollars  ;  the  whole  amoun- 
ting to  2  5  14|-^  dollars,  from  which  is  to  be  dedudled  1000  dollars,  part 
of  2020  dollars,  which  were  formerly  advanced  to  major  Wilfon,  the 
balance  to  be  paid  to  major  Wilfon,  by  a  warrant  on  the  treafurer, 
15144^- dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  65,000  dollars  be  paid  to  lieutenant  Morrow,  to  be 
by  him  conveyed  to  col.  Baylor,  in  Virginia,  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 
chafing  horfes,  arms  and  accoutrements  for  the  cavalry : 

That  a  warrant  Iffue  on  William  Armiftead,Efq;  commiflioner  of  the 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,.in  favour  of  col.  Baylor,  for  the  fum 
of  35,000  dollars,  to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  ;  for  both  which  fums, 
amounting  to  100,000  dollars,  the  faid  col.  Baylor  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  for  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  commencing  to-morrow, 
Congrefs  meet  precifely  at  ten,  and  adjourn  at  one,  and  on  the  fame 
day  meet  precifely  at  three,  and  adjourn  at  fix  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  that 
Congrtfs  be  not  on  any  account  whatever  kept  over  the  times  fixt  for 
adjournment,  if  any  one  flate  fliall  infift  upon  adjourning. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  April  30,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Meafe  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Bullock  be  appoin- 
ted managers  of  the  United  States  lottery. 

Resolved,  That  the  faiary  of  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  be  1200  dollars  per  annum. 

Aletter, of  the  28th,  from  Mr. Matthew  CIarkfon,at  camp, was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  no  commiffioned-ofHcer  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  who  fhall  be  honored  with  a  brevet  commifiion,  fhall  be  enti-i 
tied,  by  virtue  of  fuch  brevet  commifiion,  to  any  hifjher  rank  in  the  regi- 
ment, troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  than  he  before  held  there- 
in ;  fuch  brevet  commifaon  giving  rank  only  upon  detachments  from  the 
line  and  in  general  courts-martial ;  nor  ftiall  fuch  brevet  officer  be  entitled 
t©  receive  any  additional  pay  in  confequence  of  fuch  brevet  promotion. 
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Resohed.,  That  major  Ebenezer  Stevens,  in  confideration  of  his  fcr- 
vices  and  the  ftridl  attention  with  which  he  dil'charged  his  duty  as  com- 
manding-ofhcer  of  artillery  in  the  northern-department,  during  two 
campaigns,  take  rank  by  brevet  as  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  foot,  and  that 
he  be  commiffioned  accordingl)^. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  Avhereupon, 

Ordered.)  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Nourie,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  100,000 
dollars,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy 
pay-mafter-general  in  the  ealtern-diftrift,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department; 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  another  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  faid  Mr. 
Jofeph  Nourfe,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  col. 
Benjamin  Flower,  commiffary-general  of  military-ftores,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  department ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  another  Avarrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  faid  Mr. 
Jofeph  Nourfe,  for  250,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Peekf- 
kill,  and  delivered  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  pay-mafter,  or  in  his 
abfence,  to  his  deputy  there  ;  the  faid  J,  Trumbull  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Derk  Ten  Broek,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ft:ate  of  N.  York,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Jo- 
nathan Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  for  100,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  de- 
partment, and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  America 
■with  refpesfl  to  foreign  nations,  when  fundry  letters  and  papers  were 
called  for  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  reading  thereof  begun  and  con- 
tinued to  one  o'clock. 

Three  o'clock.,  P.  M. 
The  letters  and  papers  called  for  being  read,   a  motion  was  there- 
upon made. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  May    1,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  April  29th,  from  col.  B.  Flower,  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  empower 
the  executive  authority  of  fuch  ftates,  from  time  to  time,  to  grant  ex- 
emptions from  duty  in  the  militia,  to  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  employed 
in  manufafturing  military-ftores  and  other  articles  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  States. 

A  memorial  from  Meffrs.  F.  Hopkinfon  and  J.  Wharton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  April  30th,  from  Mr.  J.  Nourfe,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  fundry  foldiers  of  the  late  captain  Stevenfon's  com- 
pany, of  Berkely  county,  Virginia,  w^as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  William  Burke,  late  captain  of  the  armed  fchooner 
Warren,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  coramiffion  of  captain  in  the  continental  navy  be 
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granted  to  William  Burke  ;  and  that  he  rank  from  the  date  of  this  com,-. 
million. 

Resolved,  That  capt.  William  Burke  receive  pay  from  the  time  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  armed  fchooner  Warren  to  this 
day,  according  to  the  rate  of  pay  fettled  when  he  was  fo  appointed. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  motion  made  yefterday, 
and,  after  debate, 
.  Ordered^  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor- 
general,  report, 

That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Martin  Pflfer,  commanding  an  indepen- 
dent troop  of  light-horfe,  from  North-Carolina,  a  balance  amounting 
to  37-||-  dollars,  in  bringing  forward  the  faid  troop,  and  for  pay  advan- 
ced the  iirft,  fecond  and  third  troop,  for  the  month  of  September  laft  : 

To  Jofeph  Funk,  for  fundry  joiner's  work  done  at  the  treafury-office, 
70fo  dollars  : 

To  Oliver  Wolcott,  Efq;  commiffioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  nor- 
thern-department, up  to  the  15th  of  January,  1778,  285  dollars,  for 
45  days,  at  4  dollars  per  day,  and  for  his  expenfes  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  150,000  dollars  be  paid  to  John  Collins,  Efq;  to  be 
by  him  conveyed  to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode - 
liland  ;  it  being  advanced  to  the  faid  ftate,  and  delivered  agreeably  to 
governor  Cook's  letter  of  the  4th  of  April  : 

That  500  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  N.  Scudder,  delegate  from  the  ftate 
of  New-Jerfey,  advanced  on  his  application,  and  for  which  the  faid  ftate 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  1000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  E.  Langworthy,  a  delegate  from 
the  ftate  of  Georgia,  advanced  on  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faid 
ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  thefe  United  States 
with  refpeft  to  foreign  nations ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  proper 
inftruftions  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States 
at  foreign  courts ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Sher- 
man. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  directed  to  procure  imme- 
diately fix  of  the  beft  and  fwifteft  failing-  packet-boats,  for  conveying 
diipatches  to,  and  from  France  and  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies. 

The  committee  of  commerce  reported,  that  they  have  received  from 
the  board  of  war  an  invoice  of  articles  to  be  Imported  from  France,  for 
the  campaign  of  1779,  together  with  a  lift  of  medicines,  which  they 
beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs  : 

The  invoices  being  read,  andfome  alterations  made  therein, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  tranfmit  the  invoices  as 
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correfted,  and  give  the  necefTary  diretElions  for  importing  the  goods 
therein  mentioned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAruRDAT^   May  2,    1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Orderdd^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  commiflioner  of  the  continen- 
tal loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Tfland,  for  150,000  dols,  in  favour 
of  the  governor  and  council  of  that  Rate  ;  it  being  advanced  agreea- 
bly to  governor  Cook's  letter  of  the  4th  of  April  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered^  That  there  be  paid  to  Nathan  Sellers,  for  making  a  fine 
paper  mould  to  manufacture  paper  for  bills  of  exchange,  and  for  his 
expenfcs  coming  to  York-town  and  returning  home,   164|^  dollars. 

Resohedi  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  be  authorized  to  employ 
their  agents  in  each  ftate  to  pay  off  the  prizes  of  the  tickets  fold  by 
them  refpecfively  ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  to  draw  upon  the  feveral  con- 
tinental loan-offices  for  fo  much  of  the  money  arifing  on  the  fales  of 
the  tickets,  anddepofited  in  fuch  offices  refpe£lively,  as  they  fliall  find' 
necelTary  to  pay  off  fuch  prizes  : 

That  the  feveral  agents  be  inftrufted  by  the  managers,  previous  to 
the  payment  of  prizes  not  of  the  loweft  denomination  ineachclufs,  to 
receive  the  tickets  entitling  the  poiTeffors  to  fuch  prizes,  give  receipts 
for  the  fame,  and  tranfmit  them  to  the  managers,  for  their  examina- 
tion, with  the  names  of  the  refpedlive  owners  endorfed  thereon,  and 
fpecifying  which  of  the  faid  prizes  are  at  the  owners  requeft  to  be  paid 
in  loan-office  certificates: 

That  the  loan-office  certificates,  which  may  iffue  for  prizes  of  the  • 
fecond  clafs  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  fliall  bear  an  interefl 
of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum  ;   any  refolution  to  the  contrary  notwitli- 
flanding  : 

That  the  managers  be  directed,  forthwith,  to  prepare  and  make  falc 
of  the  tickets  of  the  fecond  clafs  of  the  lottery;  that  the  drawing 
thereof  commence  the  firft  of  January  next,  and  be  completed  as  foon 
as  may  be,  and  that  all  the  tickets  then  unfold,  be  the  property  and  at 
the  rifque  of  the  United  States  : 

That  loan-office  certificates  of  the  following  denominations,  bear- 
ing an  interefl  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  be  ftruck,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  board  of  treafury,  to  be  iffued  to  fuch  fortunate  adventu- 
rers in  the  firft  clafs  as  may  be  entitled  to,  and  apply  for  the  fame,  viz, 
50  certificates  of   1000  dollars  each,  £0,000 

400  ditto  of     500  do.  each,  200,000 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  publi- 
cation of  the  journals  of  Gongrefs,  be  empowered  and  Inftrudled  to  em- 
ploy Mr.  John  Dunlap  to  continue  printing  the  faid  journals,  inflead 
of  Robert  Aitken. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  commiffioners  at  Pittfburgh  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  two  regiments  be  ralfed  in  Virginia  and  Pennfylva- 
nia,  to  ferve  for  one  year,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs,  for 
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the  protecflion  of,  and  operations  on  the  weftern-frontierS ;  twelve 
companies  in  Virginia  and  iour  in  Pennlylvania  ;  each  non-commif- 
fioned  officer  and  foldier  to  receive  20  dollars  bounty,  and  the  lame 
clotliing' \vith  the  other  continental  Icldiers  :  Every  non-cominifrioiied 
officer  and  foldier  who  Ihall  find  his  own  blanket,  niuflcet  or  ritle  and 
accoutrements,  Ihall  have  the  fame  allowance  as  is  given  by  Congrefs 
to  the  drafts  from  the  militia  for  filling  up  the  continental  regiments  : 

That  brigadier  Hand  be  recalled  from  his  command  at  Pittiburgh, 
agreeably  to  his  requelf  : 

That  a  proper  officer  be  immediately  fent  to  take  command  on  the 
•weftern-fronticrs  : 

That  a  proper  perfon  be  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  quarter- 
mafter,  commifTary  and  pay-mafter  to  the  militia  of  the  counties  of 
Rockingham,  Augufta,  Rockbridge,  Bottetourt,  Montgomery,  Wafh- 
ington  and  Grcenbriar,  in  Virginia  : 

That  the  commifficners  at  Fort-Pitt,  or  in  their  abfcnce,  the  officer 
appointed  to  command  on  the  wtflern-frontier,  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  perfon  to  perform  the  duties  aforefaid,  and  the  officers  necef- 
fary  for  commanding  the  battalions  above-mentioned  : 

That  gen.  Waffiington  be  defired  to  appoint  the  officer  to  take  the 
command  at  Fort-Pitt  and  the  wcftern-frontiers,  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  commiffioners  letter  be  fent  to  the  general. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  en  Mcndty. 

Duringthe  adjournment,  Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  brotherto  Silas  Deanc, 
Efq;  one  of  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  arrived  ex- 
prefs  from  France,  with  fundry  important  difpatches  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  was  convened,  and  the  dilpatches  opened  and  read,  among 
which  are  a  treaty  of.  commerce  and  a  treaty  of  alliance,  concluded 
between  his  mod  Chriftian  majtity  the  king  of  France  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1778. 

AIoNDAr,  May  4,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  30th  of  April,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  H.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Two  letteis,  of  the  Ifl,  from  gen.  Walhington,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  an  extraft  of  the  faid  letter,  relative  to  money,  be 
refepred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  that  the  letter,  with  the  papers 
enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  Lidlan  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  April  the  24th,  from  James  Duane,  Efq;  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  fent,  one  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and 
one  to  gen.  Gates. 

A  letter,  of  April  the  29th,  from  gen.  Greene,  quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Jnn.  the  24th,  and  one,  of  Feb.  the  2d,  from  MefTrs. 
Hugiies  and  Smith,  enclofing  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  them  on  the 
tommittee  of  commerce,  were  read  :    , 

Ordered,  That  thev  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  April  the  21ft,  from  gen.  Heath,  was  read  : 
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Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  dated  April  the  16th,  was  read  : 
Orderedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
A  petition  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  was  read  : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
Con,2:refs  took  into  confideration  the  treaties  concluded  between  his 
moft  Chriftian  majeRy  the  king  of  France  and  the  United  States  of 
■  America,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  April  the  16th, 
from  major-general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  brought  in 
a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Gates  be  directed  to  afford  all  that  proteftion 
to  the  Oneida  and  Tufcorora  tribes,  and  others  of  the  Six  Indian  Na- 
tions, which  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern-de- 
partment, promifed  them  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  a 
•copy  of  the  refolution  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  paffed  on  this  fubjeft, 
the  15th  day  of  April  laft,  betranfmitted  to  gen.  Gates  : 

That  Mr.  James  Deane,  agent  and  interpreter  for  the  commiffioners 
of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern-department,  have  his  annual  falary 
augmented  to  600  dollars,  to  commence  from  tM  firft  day  of  Jan.  laft  ; 
and  that  the  faid  commiffioners  be  authorized  to  allow  him  fuch  fums 
for  his  extra  expenfes  as  they  fhall  judge  reafonable  : 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  be  authorized  to  draw  on  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Efq;  pay-mafter  in  the  northern-department,  for  10,000 
dollars,  for  purchafmg  goods  to  open  a  trade  at  Fort-Schuyler  Avith 
fuch  of  the  Six  Indian  Nations  as  they  fhall  judge  proper,  and  that  the 
faid  commiffioners  appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  or  perfons  to  fuperin- 
tend  and  manage  the  faid  trade,  under  fuch  regulations  as  they  fliall 
make,  taking  care  that  the  faid  trade  be  not  attended  with  any  expenfe 
to  the  United  States,  if  the  end  which  Congrefs  have  in  view,  which 
is  to  provide- for  and  conciliate  the  aiteilions  of  the  faid  Indians,  can 
be  obtained  upon  fuch  terms. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  treaty  of  am.ity  and  com- 
merce, concluded  at  Paris,  the  6th  day  of  Feb.  1778,  between  the  moft 
Chriftian  king  and  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  fame  being 
read,  duly  weighed  and  confidered. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  fame  be,  and  is  hereby  ratified. 
Congrefs  alfo  took  into  confideration  the  treaty  of  alliance,  conclu- 
ded at  Paris,  on  the  6th  day  of  Feb.   1778,   between  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian king  and  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  fame  being  read, 
duly  weighed  and  confidered. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  fame  be,  and  is  hereby  ratified. 
Congrefs   alfo  took  Into  confideration  the  aft   feparate   and  fecret, 
concluded  at  Paris,  the  6th  day  of  Feb.  1778,  between  his  moft  Chrif- 
tian majefty  and  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  fame  being 
duly  weighed, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  fame  be,  and  is  hereby  ratified. 
Resolved,  That  this  Congrefs  entertain  the   higheft   fenfe   of  the 
magnanimity  and  v/ifdom  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  fo  ftrongly  ex- 
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empWied  In  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  the  treaty  of  al- 
liance, entered  into  on  the  part  of  his  nioft  Chriftian  majefty,  Avith 
thefe  United  States,  at  Paris,  on  the  6th  day  of  Feb.  laft  ;  and  the  com- 
miffioners,  or  any  of  them,  reprefenting  thefe  ftates,  at  the  court  of 
France,  are  directed  to  prefent  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  this 
Congrefs  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefly,  for  his  truly  magnanimous  con- 
du£l  refpefting  thefe  flates,  in  the  faid  generous  and  difinterefled  trea- 
ties, and  to  affure  his  majefty.  on  the  part  of  this  Congrefs,  it  is  fincerely 
willied  that  the  friendfhip  fo  happily  commenced  between  France  and 
thefe  United  States  may  be  perpetual. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the 
form  of  a  ratification  of  the  foregoing  treaties  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,   May  5,    1778. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  paffport  and  fafe  condu£l  be  granted 
to  Mrs.  Prevoft,  wife  of  brigadier  Prevoft,  now  at  Auguftlne,  that  fhe 
may  return  to  Europe. 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  and  one  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Wafliington, 
were  read,  the  latter  enclofing  a  letter  and  account  from  general  lord 
Stirling  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  account  from  general  lord  Stirling,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  general  Greene,  quarter-mafter-general, 
was  read. 

Resohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  dlrededto  fend,  without  delay, 
a  perfon  of  diligence  and  ikill  to  Virginia,  there  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  the  falted  pprk  and  beef  purchafed  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army  ;  that  he  be  dlrefted  to  pafs  along  the  different  ftages, 
where  the  faid  provifions  may  be  lodged,  as  at  George-town,  Alexan- 
dria, Dumfries,  Cave's  Ware-houfe,  Frederickfburgh,  Sec.  Sec.  and  ex- 
amine into  the  conduft  of  all  deputy  commilTaries,  deputy  quarter-maf- 
ters,  and  deputy  waggon-mafters  on  the  faid  rout  ;  and  where  he  fnall 
difcover  any  mifcondud  in  the  faid  officers,  either  by  negleining  to 
forward  the  provillons  to  the  camp,  or  by  fuffering  the  farrte  to  be  da- 
maged, or  by  mifconduiling  the  waggonage  to  the  public  injury,  that 
he  report  the  refult  of  fuch  enquiry  to  the  heads  of  the  refpedlve  de- 
partments, and  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  together  with  the  ftate 
and  condition  in  which  he  ftiall  find  the  provlGons  ;  and  that  he  caufe 
neceffary  cooperage,  frelh  brine,  fmoaking  and  other  neceffary  precau- 
tions to  be  taken  for  the  prefervatlon  of  the  public  provifions  ;  and 
that  he  caufe  all  prudent  expedition  to  be  ufed  in  forwarding  the  found 
provifions  quickly  to  the  army. 

Mr.  P.  Livlngfton,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  New-York,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Resolved^  That  the  commlftioners,  or  any  one  of  them,  reprefen- 
ting thefe  ftates  at  the  court  of  France,  be  inftrufted  to  inform  that 
court,  that  although  Congrefs  have  readily  ratified  the  treaties  of  amity 
and  commerce  and  treaty  of  alliance,  and  the  aft  feparate  and  fecret 
between  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  and  thefe  United  States,  in  order 
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to  evince  more  clearly  their  fenfe  of  the  magnanimity  and  goodnefs  of 
his  moil  (^hnlVian  majcfly  evidenced  in  the  laid  treaties  ;  yet,  from  a 
lincere  delire  of  rendering  tlie  fnendlhip  and  alliance  fo  happily  begun, 
permanent  and  perpetual,  and  being  apprehenlive  that  differences  may 
arife  from  the  1  I  ch  and  12th  articles  in  the  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, Gungrefs  are  delirous  that  the  faid  1  1th  and  12th  articles  may 
be  revoked  and  utterly  expunged  : 

The  commiiiioners,  or  any  one  of  them,  are  therefore  inftrufted  to 
ufe  their  befi:  endeavours  to  procure  the  abolition  of  the  faid  1  1th  and 
12th  articles  of  the  faid  treaty. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratification, 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Tbe  dngress  of  ibe  United  States  of  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Rbode-Ixland  and  Providence  Plantations^  Connecticut,  Neiu- 
Tork,  Neiv-Jersej,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  J  aryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
sovereign,  free  and  i^idependent  ;  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents 
preetin^j-  : 

o  o 

WHEREAS,  in  and  by  our  commiffion,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the 
30th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fevtnty-fix,  Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in 
Congrefs  from  the  ftate  of  Pcnnlylvania,  and  preiident  of  the  conven- 
tion of  tiie  faid  Rate,  Stc.  Silas  Deanc,  late  a  delegate  from  the  ftate 
of  Gonneclicut,  and  Artliur  Lee,  bHrrifler  at  law,  were  nominated 
and  appointed  our  commiiiioners,  with  full  powers  to  treat,  agree  and 
conckide  with  his  moft  ChriUian  majeliy  the  king  of  France,  or  with 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  iLould  be  by  him  for  that  purpofe  authorized, 
of  and  upon  a  true  and  fincere  friendfliip,  and  a  firm,  inviolable  and 
univerfal  peace,  for  the  defence,  proteftion  and  fafety  of  the  naviga- 
tion and  mutual  commerce  of  the  fubjcdls  of  his  moll  Chriflian  majef- 
ty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  we,  promifing  in  good  faith  to 
ratify  whatfoever  our  faid  commifTioners  (liould  tranfadl  in  the  premi- 
fes  ;  and,  whereas,  our  faid  commifTioners,  in  purfuance  of  their  full 
powers,  on  the  6th  day  of  February  laft,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alex- 
ander Gerard,  royal  fyndic  of  the  city  of  Strafburg,  fecretary  of  bis 
moft  Chrillian  majefty's  council  of  flate,  by  virtue  of  powers  plenipoten- 
tiary to  iiim  granted  by  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  and  dated  tlie  30th 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-tight,  did  conclude  and  fign,  on  the  part  of  the  crown  of 
France,  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  (treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  ;  or  treaty  of  alliance  ;  or  aft  feparate  and  fccret)  in  the 
following  words,  (here  infert  the  refpective  treaties  verbatim,  French 
and  EngliHi.) 

Now  know  ye,  that  we,  the  faid  Congrefs,  have  unanimoufly  ratifi- 
ed and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  ratify  and  confirm  the  faid 
treaty  and  every  part,  article  and  claufe  thereof,  on  our  part  concluded 
and  ligned  as  aforefaid  ;  and  further  do  authorize  and  diredl  our  com- 
miflione rs  at  the  court  of  France,  or  any  of  them,  to  deliver  this  our  aft 
of  ratification  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  cyf  the  faid  treaty  on  the 
part  of  his  moft  Chriftian  m.ajefty  the  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

Done  in  Congrefsj  at  York-town,  in  the  ftate  of  Peiinfylvania,  this 
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•4th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufiind  fevcn  hundred 
and  feventy-.^i^ht. 

In  ttftimony  whereof,  the  prefident,  hy  order  of  the  faid  Congrefs, 
hath  hereunto  fubfcribcd  his  name  and  affixed  his  feal. 

Prefident.      (L.  S.) 

Atteft.  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  fix  copies  of  the  treaties,  with  the  ratification  a,c<reed 
to,  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted  by  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs 
to  the  commilTioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  by 
different  conveyances. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  marine-committee  provide  veffels  for  carrying 
the  faid  difpatches. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
ratification,  be  diredled  to  prepare  a  proper  publication  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  — »+«« — 

Three  o'clock,   P.   IT. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mofes 
Black,  for  the  fum  of  54,387-|5.  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  the  following 
draughts  of  Otis  5^  Andrews,  in  favour  of  Philip  Moore,  and  endorfed 
to  the  faid  M.   Black,  viz. 

One  dated  1ft  April,  1778,  at  three  day's  fight,  for  3, 333|§  dollars  ; 
one  dated  2d  of  April,  1778,  at  one  day's  fight,  for  3,333-1^  dollars  ; 
one  dated  3d  of  April,  1778,  at  one  day's  fight,  for  3,3331-^-  dollars  ; 
one  dated  4th  of  April,  1778,  at  three  day's  fight,  for  40,000  dollars  ; 
one  dated  13:h  of  April,  1  778,  at  four  day's  fight,  for  4,387^.  dollars  ; 
•which  fums  are  paid  at  the  inftance  of  James  Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-ge- 
neral, and  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  colonel 
Charles  Stewart,  commiffary-general  of  ilTues,  for  the  fum  of  40,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  400,000  dollars  be  paid  to  William  Buchanan,  Efq; 
late  commilTdry-genera!  of  purchafes,  200,000  dollars  of  which,  for 
the  payment  of  debts  by  him  contracted  in  the  northern,  and  200^000 
dollars  for  the  payment  of  debts  contrafted  in  ihe  fouthern-difl:rift  ; 
which  fum  is  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  1934|-?-  dollars,  be  paid  to  Daniel  Joy,  it  being  the 
amount  of  his  account  liquidated  by  the  board  of  war  for  proving 
cannon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  general 
Greene,  quarter-mafter-general,  for  3,000,000  of  dollars,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  department,  and  to  be  charged  to  his  accotiut. 

Resohed,  That  the  officers  appointed  to  command  the  two  batta- 
lions ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  weftern-frontiers,  be  no  longer  continued  in  pay,  nor  be 
confidered  as  continental  officers,  longer  than  the  faid  regiments  are 
continued  iu  fervice. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  April  the  30th, 
from  gen.  Wafliington,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  Congrefs  approve  gen.  Wafliington's  plan  for  the 
inflitution  of  a  well-organized  infpedlorfliip  : 
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That  baron  Steuben  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  infpector-general, 
with  the  rank  and  pay  of  major-general ;  his  pay  to  commence  from 
the  time  he  joined  the  army  and  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States  : 

That  there  be  two  ranks  of  infpsdors,  under  the  direction  of  the 
infpeftor-general,  the  firft  to  fuperintend  two  or  more  brigades,  and 
the  other  to  be  charged  with  the  infpeftion  of  only  one  brigade  : 

That  the  officers  appointed  infpeftors  receive,  in  addition  to  the  pay 
which  they  derive  from  their  rank,  30  dollars  a-month  ;  and  that  the 
brigade-infpeftors  receive,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  20  dols.  a-month: 

That  gen.  Wafliington  be  authorized  to  appoint  fuch  perfons  to  be 
infpeiElors  and  brigade-infpeclors  for  the  main  army,  as  he  fhall  think 
beft  qualified  to  execute  the  i'everal  duties  of  thofe  offices. 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  the  auditors  of  the  army  be  hereafter 
augmented  to  five  dollars  a-day,  and  that  each  of  them  be  allowed 
forage  for  his  fervant's  horfe  v/hilft  in  camp. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat^    May  6,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  April  27th}  from  John  Baynton,  pay-mafler  at  Fort- 
Pitt,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  April  27th,  from  the  commiffioners  at  Fort-Pitt,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  Avho  are 
direfted  to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  16,000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  marine-committee,  to 
enable  them  to  make  a  partial  payment  to  William  Smith,  Eiq;  for 
iron  and  flour  purchafed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  in  the  eaftern- 
department  ;  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable  : 

That  18,306  dollars  be  paid  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  dif- 
charge  three  bills  of  exchange  drav/n  upon  them  by  MefTrs.  Hewes  and 
Smith,  commercial  agents  at  Edenton,  North-Carolina  ;  the  faid  com- 
mittee to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  publication,  brought  in  a 
draught,  which  was  read,  and  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  draught  for  publi- 
cation, brought  in  another  draught,  which  was  taken  into  conlidera- 
tion,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  Congrefs  have  received  from  their  commiffioners  at  the 
court  of  France,  copies  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  between  the  crown  of  France  and  thefe  United 
States,  duly  entered  into  and  e>xecuted  at  Paris,  on  the  6th  day  of  Feb. 
laft,  by  a  minifter  properly  authorized  by  his  mod  Chriftian  majefty  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  faid  commiffioners  on  the  other  part :  and  whereas, 
the  faid  treaties  have  been  maturely  confidered  and  unanimoufly  rati- 
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fied  and  confirmed  by  Congrefs  ;  in  which  faid  treaty  of  amity  and 
'  commerce  are  the  articles  following,  to  wit,  (here  infert  Art.  6,  7, 
14,  15,  16,  17,  20,  21,  25,  26,  27  and  29,  with  the  form  of  the 
paffportSc)  Now,  therefore,  to  the  end,  that  the  faid  treaty  may  be 
well  and  faithfully  performed  and  kept  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  thefe 
United  Stat-es  : 

Resolved^  That  all  captains,  commanders,  and  other  officers  and 
fcamen  belonging  to  any  veffels  of  war  of  thefe  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  or  of  any  private  armed  veffels  commiffioned  by  Congrefs,  and 
all  other  the  fubjedls  of  thefe  United  States,  do  govern  themfelves 
ftridlly  in  all  things  according  to  the  above  recited  articles  ;  and  that 
they  do  afford  the  fame  aid  and  proteftion  to  the  perfons,  commerce 
and  property  of  the  fubjefts  of  his  mod  Chriftian  majefty,  as  is  due  to 
the  perfons,  commerce  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United 
States  : 

And  further  it  is  recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates 
to  confider  the  fubjefts  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  as  their  brethren 
and  allies,  and  that  they  behave  towards  them  with  the  friendlliip  and 
attention  due  to  the  fubjefts  of  a  great  prince,  who,  with  the  higefh 
magnanimity  and  wifdom  hath  treated  with  thefe  United  States  on 
terms  of  perfe6l  equality  and  mutual  advantage,  thereby  rendering 
himfelf  the  proteftorof  the  rights  of  mankind. 

On  motion,  Resolved^  That  when  any  fhip  or  veffel  of  war  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States  (hall  be  loft  by  capture  or  otherwife,  a  court 
of  enquiry,  confifting  of  that  continental  navy-board  which  ftiall  by  the 
marine-committee  of  Congrefs  be  direfted  to  proceed  therein,  or  any 
three  perfons  that  fuch  navy-board  may  appoint,  be  held,  to  enquire 
into  the  caufe  of  fuch  lofs ;  and  if  it  ftall  appear  that  the  fame  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  negligence  or  mal-condudl  of  the  captain  or  any  other 
commiftioned-officer  belonging  to  the  fliip  or  veffel  of  war  fo  loft,  that 
then  a  court-martial  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the  officer  fo  offijnding,  to 
confift  of  fuch  officers,  if  conveniently  to  be  collefted,  as  by  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  navy  conftitute  a  court-martial,  otherwife  of  five 
fuch  perfons,  as  the  faid  navy-board  ftiall  for  that  purpofe  appoint  ;  and 
if  fuch  lofs  fliould  be  by  capture,  and  it  ftiall  appear  on  trial  that  the 
fame  was  occaftoned  by  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  the  commanding- 
officer,  then  and  in  that  cafe  fuch  commanding-officer  ftiall  fuffer  death  ; 
and  if  the  lofs,  whether  by  capture  or  otherwife,  ftiould  be  occaftoned 
by  any  other  mal-condu6l,  fuch  commanding-officer  ftiall  be  by  fuch 
court-martial  caftiiered. 

Resolved^  That  when  two  or  more  fliips  or  veffels  of  war  in  the  fer- 
vice'of  thefe  ftates  are  in  company,  and  any  or  either  of  them  ftiall  be 
loft  by  capture  or  otherwife,  a  court  of  enquiry,  fo  conftituted  as  afore- 
faid,  ftiall  be  held  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  thereof ;  and  if  it  ftiould 
appear  that  fuch  lofs  was  occaftoned  by  the  mal-conduft  or  negligence 
of  any  captain  or  commanding-ofiicer  of  any  other  fliip  or  veffel  in 
company  as  aforefaid,  then  a  court-martial,  conftituted  as  before-men- 
tioned, ihall  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the  officer  fo  offending  ;  and  if  the 
lofs  ftiould  be  by  capture,  and^it  ffiould  appear  on  trial  that  fuch  capture 
was  occaftoned  by  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  fuch  captain  or  com- 
manding-officer, by  withholding  his  affiftance  from  the  ftiip  or  veffel 
Vol.  IV.  E  2 


190  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

of  war  fo  captured,  then  and  in  that  cafe  fuch  captain  or  conimanding- 
oSicer  ihall  fuffer  death  ;  but  if  it  Ihall  appear  that  the  lofs  happened 
through  any  other  mal-condu£l  of  fuch  captain  or  commanding-officer, 
then  he  fhall  be  by  fuch  court-martial  cafhiered. 

Resolved^  That  if,  upon  enquiry  as  aforefaid  into  the  conduct  of  any 
officer  or  officers  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  flates,  it  Ihall  appear  that  they 
or  any  of  them  (hall  have  offended  in  any  inflance  mentioned  in  thefe 
refolutions,  it  fhall  be  in  the  power  of  the  navy-board  to  fufpend  fuch 
officer  or  officers  until  a  trial  by  court-martial  fhall  be  had,  and  the 
navy-board  (liall  forthwith  tranfmit  to  the  marine-committee  the  pro- 
ceedings of  fuch  court  of  enquiry,  with  their  doings  in  confequence 
thereof  ;  and  to  Gongrefs  all  the  proceedings  of  courts-martial,  when 
any  fhall  be  had,  previous  to  the  execution  of  any  capital  fentence,  that 
fhall  be  by  fuch  court-martial  awarded  ;  to  the  end,  that  Gongrefs  may 
extend  their  mercy  to  fuch  offenders  as  they  may  judge  to  be  proper 
obi  eels  thereof. 

Resohed^  That  thefe  refolves  continue  in  force  one  year  from  the 
date  hereof,   and  no  longer. 

Resolved.,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  flates,  upon  the  prefent  fituation  of 
public  affairs  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Chafe  U"  Mr.  G.  Morris. 
A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  j 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Sher- 
man. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  treafury  of 
the  5th  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  William    Palfrey,   pay-mafler-general,  be  allowed 
the  additional  pay  of  100  dollars  a-month,  from  the  date  of  this  refo- 
lution,  until  Gongrefs  fliall  otherwife  order. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

.•i»<^^ 

TfiuRSDAr,  May  7,    1778. 
Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  on 
the  report  and  proceedings  of  the  committees  of  the  feveral  flates  that 
met  at  New-Haven  in  January,  and  on  the  refolves  from  North-Caro- 
lina ;   and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed. 
The  board  of  war  having  recommended  Nathaniel  Chapman,  Efq; 
to  be  captain  of  the  additional  company  to  col.  Flower's  regiment  of 
artillery  artiftcers  ;  John  Jordan,  Efq;  to  be  captain,  in  the  room  of 
David  Pancoad,  refigned  ;  and,  Henry  Strape  and  Theophilus  Park 
lieutenants  in  the  fame  corps  ; 

Resolved,  That  they  be  appointed,  and  that  commiffions  be  granted 
to  them  accordingly. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 
Ordered,  That  2056|-°-  dollars,  be  paid  to  William  Hoflman,  paper- 
maker,  being  fo  much  advanced  him  on  account. 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  of  Gongrefs  of  the  I5th  of  January, 
1777,  empov/ering  the  continental  treafurer  to  borrow  money  on  loan- 
office  certiflcatesj  be,  and  it  liereby  is  repealed  and  annulled. 
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Resolved,  That  the  commlffioners  appointed  for  the  courts  of  Spain, 
Tufcany,  Vienna  and  Berlin,  ihould  live  in  fuch  (lile  and  manner  at 
their  refpedlive  courts,  as  they  may  find  fuitable  and  neceffary  to  fup- 
port  the  dignity  of  their  public  charadler  ;  keeping  an  account  of  their 
expenfes,  which  fliall  be  reimburfed  by  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America  : 

That,  befides  the  aftual  expenfes  of  the  commiflioners,  a  handfome 
allowance  be  made  to  each  of  them,  as  a  compenfation  for  his  fervices  : 

That  the  commiffioners  of  the  other  courts  in  Europe  be  empowered 
to  draw  bills  of  exchange,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  amount  of  their 
expenfes  upon  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of  France. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

■    pRiDAr,   May  8,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  James  Meafe,  clothier-general,  enclofing 
a  letter  of  the  20th  of  March  lad  from  Raymond  Demere,  was  read, 
foliciting  the  payment  of  fundry  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  faid 
Demere  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  de  Francey  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafuiy. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  board  of  wvy, 
refpefting  the  contrafts  of  col.  Mark  Bird,  for  cafting  cannon  ;  report, 
That  they  agree  in  opinion  with  the  board  of  war  that  he  ought  to 
be  allowed  j^.  10  Pennfylvahia  currency,  per  ton,  more  than  the  origi- 
nal contraft  with  the  cannon-committee,  in  confideration  of  his  lofs 
fuftained  by  the  additional  quantity  of  powder  required  to  be  ufed  in 
the  proof  of  the  faid  cannon  beyond  the  firft  agreement  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  fettle  with  col. 
Mark  Bird  accordingly,  and  receive  from  him  the  cannon  belonging  to 
the  United  States  remaining  in  his  hands. 

The  commiffioners  of  accounts  at  the  treafary,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  auditor-general,  report. 

That  there  is  due  to  lieut.  John  Grier,  of  col.  William  Irwin's  regi- 
ment, a  balance  of  432-|^  dollars,  for  pay  during  the  time  he  Avas  a  pri- 
foner  : 

To  Philip  Albright,  5  6|^  dollars,  for  fundry  contingencies  for  the 
money-prefs  in   York-town  : 

To  John  Thaxter,  the  fum  of  276-|^  dollars,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk 
in  the  fecretary's  office,  from  the  9th  of  Jan.  to  the  5th  of  May  inftant. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration,  and  fundry  amendments  being  made  therein,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

An  Address  of  the  Congress  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 

America. 

Friends  and  Countrymen, 

Three  years  have  now  palfed  away,  fince  the  commencement  of  the 

prefent  war.  A  war  without  parallel  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  It  hath 

difplayed  a  fpedacle,  the  moll:  folemn  that  can  poffibly  be  exhibited. 

On  one  fide,  we  behold  fraud  and  violence  labouring  in  the  fervice  of 
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defpotlfm  ;  on  the  other,  virtue  and  fortitude  fupporting  and  eftablilh- 
ing  the  rights  of  human  nature. 

You  cannot  but  remember  how  reluftantly  we  were  dragged  into 
this  arduous  conteft ;  and  how  repeatedly,  with  the  earneftnefs  of  hum- 
ble intreaty,  we  fupplicated  a  redrefs  of  our  grievances  from  him  who 
ought  to  have  been  the  father  of  his  people.  In  vain  did  we  implore  his 
proteftion  :  In  vain  appeal  to  the  juftice,  the  generofity,  of  Englifhmen  ; 
of  men,  who  had  been  the  guardians,  the  affertors  and  vindicators  of 
liberty  through  a  fucceffion  of  ages  :  Men,  who,  with  their  fwords,  had 
eftablifhed  the  firm  barrier  of  freedom,  and  cemented  it  with  the  blood 
of  heroes.  Every  effort  was  vain.  For,  even  whilft  we  were  proftra- 
ted  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  that  fatal  blow  was  ftruck,  which  hath 
feparated  us  for  ever.  Thus  fpurned,  contemned  and  infulted  ;  thus  dri- 
ven by  our  enemies  into  meafures,  which  our  fouls  abhorred  ;  we  made 
a  folemn  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  unerring  wifdom  and  juftice.  To 
that  Almighty  ruler  of  princes,  whofe  kingdom  is  over  all. 

We  were  then  quite  defencelefs.  Without  arms,  without  ammuni- 
tion, without  clothing,  v/ithout  fhips,  without  money,  without  officers 
Skilled  in  war  ;  with  no  other  reliance  but  the  bravery  of  our  people 
and  the  juftice  of  our  caufe.  We  had  to  contend  with  a  nation  great 
in  arts  and  in  arms,  Avhofe  fleets  covered  the  ocean,  whofe  banners  had 
waved  in  triumph  through  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  However  un- 
equal this  conteft,  our  weaknefs  was  ftill  farther  increafed  by  the  ene- 
mies which  America  had  nouridied  in  her  boibm.  Thus  expofed,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  external  force  and  internal  divilions  ;  on  the  other, 
to  be  compelled  to  drink  the  bitter  cup  of  flavery,  and  to  go  forrowing 
all  our  lives  long  ;  in  this  fad  alternative,  we  chofe  the  former.  To 
this  alternative  we  were  reduced  by  men,  who,  had  they  been  anima-' 
ted  by  one  fpark  of  generofity,  would  have  difdained  to  take  fuch  mean 
advantage  of  our  fituation  ;  or,  had  they  paid  the  leaft  regard  to  the 
rules  of  juftice,  would  have  confidered  with  abhorrence  a  propofition  to 
injure  thofe,  who  had  faithfully  fought  their  battles,  and  induftriouily 
contributed  to  rear  the  edifice  of  their  glory. 

But,  however  great  the  injuftice  of  our  foes  in  comimencing  this  war, 
it  is  by  no  means  equal  to  that  cruelty  with  which  they  have  conducted 
it.  The  courfe  of  their  armies  is  marked  by  rapine  and  devaftation, 
Thoufands,  without  diftinftion  of  age  or  fex,  have  been  driven  from 
their  peaceful  abodes,  to  encounter  the  rigours  of  Inclement  feafons  ; 
and  the  face  of  heaven  hath  been  Infulted  by  the  wanton  conflagration 
of  defencelefs'  towns.  Their  victories  have  been  followed  by  the  cool 
murder  of  men,  no  longer  able  to  refift  ;  and  thofe  who  efcaped  from 
the  firft  act  of  carnage  have  been  expofed,  by  cold,  hunger  and  naked- 
nefs,  to  wear  out  a  miferable  exiftence  in  the  tedious  hours  of  confine- 
ment, or  to  become  the  deftroyers  of  their  countrymen,  of  their  friends, 
perhaps,  dreadful  ideal  of  their  parents  or  children.  Nor  was  this  the 
outrageous  barbarity  of  an  individual,  but  a  fyftem  of  deliberate  ma- 
lice, ftamped  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Brltifh  legiftature,  and  fanc- 
tioned  with  all  the  formalities  of  law.  Nay,  determined  to  diffolve  the 
clofeft  bonds  of  fociety,  they  have  ftimulated  fervants  to  flay  their  maf- 
ters  in  the  peaceful  hour  of  domeftic  fecurity.  And,  as  if  all  this  were 
infufficlent  to  flake  their  thirft  of  blood,  the  blood  of  brothers,  of  unof- 


MAY  1778.  193 

fending  brothers,  they  have  excited  the  Indians  againfl:  us  ;  and  a 
general,  who  calls  himfelf  a  Chriftian,  a  follower  of  the  merciful 
Jefus,  hath  dared  to  proclaim  to  all  the  world  his  intention  of  let- 
ting loofe  againft  us  whole  hofts  of  favages,  whofe  rule  of  warfare 
is  promifcuous  carnage,  who  rejoice  to  murder  the  infant  fmiling 
in  its  mother's  arms,  to  inflift  on  their  prifoners  the  mofl  excruciating 
torments,  and  exhibit  fcenes  of  horror  from  which  nature  recoils. 

Were  it  polfible,  they  would  have  added  to  this  terrible  fyftem,  for 
they  have  offered  the  inhabitants  of  theie  ftates  to  be  exported  by  their 
merchants  to  the  fickly  baneful  climes  of  India,  there  to  perifli.  An 
offer  not  accepted  of,  merely  from  the  impracticability  of  carrying  it 
into  execution. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  great  provocations,  we  have  treated  fuch  of 
them  as  fell  into  our  hands  with  tendernefs,  and  ftudioufly  endeavour- 
ed to  alleviate  the  affllftions  of  their  captivity.  This  conduct  we  have 
purfued  fo  far,  as  to  be  by  them  ftigmatized  with  cowardice,  and  by  our 
frends  with  folly.  But  our  dependence  was  not  upon  man.  It  was  upon 
Him,  who  hath  commanded  us  to  love  our  enemies,  and  to  render  good 
for  evil.  And  what  can  be  more  wonderful  than  the  manner  of  our  de- 
liverances ?  How  often  have  we  been  reduced  to  diftrefs,  and  yet  been 
raifed  up  ?  When  the  means  to  profecute  the  war  have  been  wanting 
to  us,  have  not  our  foes  themfelves  been  rendered  inftrumental  in  pro- 
viding them  ?  This  hath  been  done  in  fuch  a  variety  of  inflances,  fo 
peculiarly  ma'-ked  almoft  by  the  direct  interpofition  of  Providence, 
that  not  to  feel  and  acknowledge  his  protection,  would  be  the  height 
of  impious  ingratitude. 

At  length  that  God  of  battles,  in  whom  was  our  truft,  hath  con- 
ducted us  thro'  the  paths  of  danger  and  diftrefs  to  the  threfholds  of 
fecurity.  It  hath  now  become  morally  certain,  that,  if  we  have  courage 
to  perfevere,  we  fliull  eftablifh  our  liberties  and  independence.  The 
haughty  prince,  who  fpurned  us  from  his  feet  with  contumely  and  dif- 
dain,  and  the  parliament  which  profcrlbed  us,  now  defcend  to  offer 
terms  of  accommodation.  Whiift  in  the  full  career  of  vidlory,  they  pul- 
led off  the  mafk,  and  avowed  their  intended  defpotifm.  But  having 
laviflied  in  vain  the  blood  and  treafiire  of  their  fubjefts  in  purfuit  of 
this  execrable  purpofe,  they  now  endeavour  to  enfnare  us  with  the  in- 
fidious  offers  of  peace.  They  would  fednce  you  into  a  dependence, 
which  ncceffarily,  inevitably  lead  to  the  moft  humiliating  flavery.  And 
do  they  believe  that  you  will  accept  thefe  faial  terms  ?  becaufe  you 
have  fuiFered  the  diffreffes  of  war,  do  they  fuppofe  that  you  will  bafely 
lick  the  duft  before  the  feet  of  your  deftroyers  ?  can  there  be  an  Ameri- 
can fo  loft  to  the  feelings  which  adorn  human  nature  ?  to  the  gener- 
ous pride,  the  elevation,  the  dignity  of  freedom  !  is  there  a  man  who 
would  not  abhor  a  dependence  upon  thofe,  who  have  deluged  his  coun- 
try in  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants  ?  we  cannot  fuppofe  this  ;  neither  is 
it  polfible  that  they  themfelves  can  expeft  to  make  many  converts. 
What  then  is  their  intention  ?  is  it  not  to  lull  you  with  the  fallacious 
hopes  ot  peace,  until  they  can  affemble  new  armies  to  profecute  their 
nefarious  deftgns?  if  this  is  not  the  cafe,  why  do  theyftrain  every  nerve 
to  levy  men  throughout  their  iftands  ?  v*'hy  do  they  meanly  court  every 
little  tyrant  of  Europe  to  fell  them  his  ur.li:ippy  Haves  ?   v;hy  do  they 
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contiinie  to  embitter  the  minds  of  the  favages  againfiyou  ?  furely  this 
is  not  the  way  to  conciliate  the  affeftions  of  America,  Be  not,  there- 
fore, deceived.  You  have  ftill  to  expedl  one  fevere  conflift.  Your  fo- 
reign alliances,  tho'  they  fecure  your  independence,  cannot  fecure  your 
country  from  deiblation,  your  habitations  from  plunder,  your  wives 
from  infult  or  violation,  nor  your  childen  from  butchery.  Foiled  in 
their  principal  defign,  you  mull  expe6t  to  feel  the  rage  of  difappointed 
ambition.  A  rife  then  !  to  your  tents  !  and  gird  you  for  battle.  It  is 
time  to  turn  the  headlong  current  of  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  the 
deftroyer.  They  have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  abominations,  and 
like  ripe  fruit  muft  foon  drop  from  the  tree.  Although  much  is  done, 
yet  much  remains  to  do.  Expedl  not  peace,  whilft  any  corner  of 
America  is  in  poffeffion  of  your  foes.  You  muft  drive  them  away  from 
this  land  of  promife,  a  land  flowing  indeed  with  milk  and  honey.  Your 
brethren  at  the  extremities  of  the  continent,  already  implore  your 
friendfliip  and  prctettion.'  It  is  your  duty  to  grant  their  requeft. 
They  hunger  and  thirft  after  liberty.  Be  it  yours  to  difpenfe  to  thern 
the  heavenly  gift.      And  what  is  there  now  to  prevent  it  ? 

After  the  unremitted  efforts  of  our  enemies,  we  are  ftronger  than 
before.  Nor  can  the  wicked  eiuiiTaries,  who  fo  affiduoully  labour  to 
promote  their  caufe,  point  out  any  one  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  we  ftiall 
rot  receive  daily  accefiions  of  ftrength.  They  tell  you,  it  is  true,  that 
your  money  is  of  no  value  ;  and  your  debts  fo  enormous  they  can  ne- 
ver be  paid,  but  we  tell  you,  that  if  Britain  profecutes  the  war  ano- 
ther campaign,  that  fingle  campaign  will  coft  her  more  than  we  have 
hitherto  expended.  And  yet  thefe  men  would  prevail  upon  you  to  take 
up  that  immenfe  load,  and  for  it  to  facrifice  your  deareft  rights.  For, 
furely,  there  is  no  man  fo  abfurd  as  to  fuppofe,  that  the  leaft  fliadow  of 
liberty  can  be  preferved  in  a  dependent  connexion  with  Great-Britain. 
From  the  nature  of  the  thing  it  is  evident,  that  the  only  fecurity  you 
could  obtain,  v.ould  be,  the  juftice  and  moderation  of  a  parliament, 
'\vho  have  fold  the  rights  of  their  own  conftituents.  And  this  flender 
fecurity  is  flill  farther  weakened,  by  the  confideration  that  it  was 
pledged  to  rebels  (as  they  unjullly  call  the  good  people  of  thefe  ftates) 
with  whom  they  think  they  are  not  bound  to  keep  faith  by  any  law 
whatfoever.  Thus  would  you  be  caft  bound  among  men,  whofe  minds, 
by  your  virtuous  refinance,  have  been  fliarpened  to  the  keeneft  edge  of 
revenge.  Thus  would  your  children  and  your  children's  children,  be 
by  you  forced  to  a  participation  of  all  their  debts,  their  v/ars,  their 
luxuries,  and  their  crimes.  And  this  mad,  this  impious  fyfiem  they 
would  lead  you  to  adopt,  becaufe  of  the  derangement  of  your  finances. 

It  becomes  you  deeply  to  refledl  on  this  fubjecft.  Is  there  a  country 
upon  earth,  which  hath  fuch  refources  for  the  payment  of  her  debts 
as  An-^erica  ?  fuch  an  extenfive  territory  ?  fo  fertile,  fo  bleffed  in  its 
climate  and  produftions?  furely  there  is  none.  Neither  is  there  any, 
to  which  the  wife  Europeans  vvill  fooner  confide  their  property.  What 
then  are  the  reafons  that  your  money  hath  depreciated  ?  becaufe  no 
taxes  have  been  im.pcfed  to  carry  oi>  the  war.  Becaufe  your  com- 
merce hath  been  interrupted  by  your  enemy's  fleets.  Becaufe  their 
armies  have  ravaged  and  defolated  a  part  of  your  country.  Becaufe 
their   aa-ents  have  villainouilv  counterfeited  vour  bills.     Becaufe  ex- 
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tortioners  among  you,  inflamed  with  the  luft  of  gain,  have  added  to 
the  price  of  every  article  of  life.  And  becaufe  weak  men  have  been 
artfully  led  to  believe  that  It  is  of  no  value.  How  is  this  dangerous 
difeafd  to  be  remedied?  let  thofe  among  you,  who  have  leifure  and 
opportunity,  colleft  the  monies  which  individuals  in  their  neighbour- 
hood are  defirous  of  placing  in  the  public  funds.  Let  the  feveral  le- 
giflatures  fink  their  refpective  emiflions,  that  fo,  there  being  but  one 
kind  of  bills,  there  may  be  lefs  danger  of  counterfeits.  Refrain  a  lit- 
tle while  from  purchafing  thofe  things  which  are  not  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  that  fo  thofe  who  have  engrolTed  commodities  may  i\ifrer  (as 
they  defervedly  will)  the  lofs  of  their  ill-gotten  hoards,  by  reafon  of 
the  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  which  the  fleets  will  proteft. 
Above  all,  bring  forward  your  armies  into  the  field.  Trull  not  to  ap- 
pearances of  peace  or  fafety.  Be  allured  tiiat,  unlefs  you  perfevere, 
you  will  be  expofed  to  every  fpecies  of  barbarity.  But  if  you  exert 
the  means  of  defence  which  God  and  nature  have  given  you,  the  time 
will  foon  arrive,  when  every  man  Ihall  fit  under  his  own  vine,  and.  un- 
der his  own  fig-tree,  and  there  Ihall  be  none  to  make  him  afraid. 

The  fweets  of  a  free  commerce  with  every  part  of  the  earth  will 
foon  reimburfe  you  for  all  the  lolTes  you  have  fuftained.  The  full  tide 
of  wealth  will  flow  in  upon  your  liiores,  free  from  the  arbitrary  impo- 
{itions  of  thofe,  whofe  intereft  and  whofe  declared  policy  it  was  to 
check  your  growth.  Your  interefts  will  be  foftered  and  nouriflied  by 
governments,  that  derive  their  power  from  your  grant,  and  will  there- 
fore be  obliged,  by  the  influence  of  cogent  neceffity,  to  exert  it  in 
your  favour.. 

It  is  to  obtain  thefe  things  that  we  call  for  your  ftrenuous,  unre- 
mitted exertions.  Yet  do  not  believe  that  you  have  been,  or  can  be 
faved  merely  by  your  own  ftrength.  No  I  it  is  by  the  afliftance  of 
heaven,  and  this  you  muft  afliduoufly  cultivate,  by  afts  v:hich  heaven 
approves.  Thus  fliall  the  power  and  the  happinefs  of  thefe  fovereign, 
free  and  independent  ftates,  founded  on  the  virtue  of  their  citizens, 
increafe,  extend  and  endure,  until  the  Almighty  fliall  blot  out  all  the 
empires  of  the  earth. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  minifliers  of  the  gofpel  of  all 
denominations  to  read  or  caufe  to  be  read,  immediately  after  divine 
fervice,  the  above  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  their  refpeclive  churches  and  chapels,  and  other  places 
of  religious  worQiip. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Gerhard  Derks  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  general  Wafhington. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  with  fundry  papers 
enclofed,  was  rekd  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  captain 
Folger,  touching  a  certain  packet  from  the  commiflTioners  of  thefe 
United  States  at  Paris,  which  had  been  robbed,  report. 

That  they  have  made  as  full  an  examination  into  that  bufinefs  as 
the  evidence  they  were  able  to  obtain  would  permit,  and,  on  the 
whole,  have  no  proof  of  any  guilt  in  Mr.  Folger  :  Avhereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  Mr.  Folger  be  permitted  to  go  home,  and  that  his 
expenles  be  paid  him,  as  well  I'uch  as  have  been  already  incurred  as 
fiich  as  may  neceffarily  accrue  on  his  journey  home. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  a  provifion  for  officers  after  the  clofe  of  the  war  ; 
whereupon  a  motion  was  made  to  add, 

"  Provided,  that  the  foregoing  refolution  fliall  not  extend  to  any- 
foreign  officers,  who  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States  : 

On  which  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  whether  that  queftion 
be  now  put  ?   and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry ^  no~\ 

Mr.   Lovell,  710  >iio 

Mr.  Dana,  ay  J 

Rhode-Island.)  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut y  Mr.  Sherman,  no  ^ 

Mr.   Wolcott,  noy'° 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,  no  )>no 

Pennsyhania,  Mr.  James  Smith,  ay's 

Mr.   J.   B.  Smith,  ay  ^  ay 

Mr.  Clingan,  ay j 

Maryland  J  Mr.   Chase,  no~\  "^- 

Mr.   Carroll,  no  \ 

Mr.  Henry,  no  f 

Mr.   Plater,  720J 

Virginia,  Mr.   R.  H.  Lee,  no^ 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  no  Kno 

Mr.  T.  Adams,  no) 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  7zo~) 

Mr.  Matthews,  no  >no 

Mr.  Hutson,  no  J 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langivorthy,  no  J>/20 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  add, 

"  Provided,  That  the  provifion  of  half-pay  fliall  not  extend  to  any 
officer  who  fhall  take  or  hold  any  commiffion  from  any  foreign  prince, 
power  or  potentate,  and  be  liable  to  be  called  into  the  fervice  of  the 
prince,  power  or  potentate  of  whom  he  is  a  fubjecl :" 

A  previous  queftion  was  moved,  whether  that  queftion  be  now  put  ? 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Rhode-Islajid,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Sciidder, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  James  Smith, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 

Mr.  Clingan, 


no  y 

no  \ , 
no  J 
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Maryland^  Mr.  Chase,  no~\ 

Mr.  Plater^  no  ' 

Mr.   Carroll,  no  j 

Mr.  Hdnrj,  no  J 

Virginia,  Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  i^.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   r.  Adams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr,   Laurens, 

Mr.   Matthetvs, 

Mr.   Hut  son, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langtvorthj,    no  ^no 

3o  It  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  Mr.  Matthew  Irwin,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAT,  May  9,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  200  dollars  be  paid  to  Charles  Gift  and  James  Clay- 
poole,  towards  defraying  their  expenfes  on  their  employment  by  the 
trealurer  in  fuperintending  the  making  of  paper  for  loan-office  certi- 
ficates and  bills  of  exchange  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine-commit- 
tee, for  the  ufe  of  the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftrift  ;  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  2  4,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce, to  be  by  them  paid  to  Monf.  de  Francey,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
houfe  of  MelTrs.  Roderique  Hortales  ^Jf  Co.  and  to  be  charged  to  them 
by  the  faid  committee  of  commerce,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  navy-board  in  the  mid- 
dle-diftricl,  in  the  room  of  John  Nixon,  Efq;  refigned  ; 

The  ballots  being  taken,  William  Smith,  Efq;  of  Baltimore,  was 
elected. 

The  m.arine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  ba- 
ron Steuben,  recommending  capt.  Landais,  report,  that  they  have  had 
a  conference  with  capt.  Landais  ;  that  he  produced  brevet  commif- 
fions  of  his  being  a  lieutenant  and  captain  in  the  navy  of  France,  alfo 
a  continental  commifTion  dated  March  1ft,  1777,  appointing  him  cap- 
tain of  the  fhip  Heureaux  or  Flammand,  which  commiffion  is  accom- 
panied with  a  letter  from  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  in  the  following  words  : 
"  I  give  you  a  commiffion  to  ufe  in  cafe  of  neceffity  or  the  advantage 
of  making  a  prize  ;  but  you  are  not  to  go  out  of  your  courfe  for  that 
purpofe  ;  you  will  keep  an  account  of  your  expenfes,  which  will  be 
paid  you  on  your  arrival  in  America.  I  fliall  write  to  the  Congrefs 
by  other  conveyances,  and  affure  them  that  you  have  received  nothing 
but  your  expenfe,  and  your  generous  confidence  in  them  will  not  pafs 
unnoticed."  That  Mr.  Deane,  in  letters  to  the  marine-committee, 
recommends  Mr.  Landais  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  ;  that  it  appears  to 
the  committee  that  capt.  Landais  hath  performed  the  bufinefs  lie  was 
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employed  in  with  zeal  and  aftivity  ;  that  by  his  fplrited  behaviour  a 
mutiny  was  quelled  on  board  the  fliip  Flammand,  and  flie  and  her  la- 
ding brought  fafely  into  port  ;"  whereupon, 

Resolved^  Thai  a  fum  of  money  be  paid  to  capt.  Landais,  and  that 
the  marine-committee  be  direfted  to  report  a  pecuniary  confideration, 
adequate  to  his  fervices. 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Landais  be  continued  as  a  captain  in  the  navy 
of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  there  are  more  captains  in  the  navy  than  there  are  fliips 
provided  for  them  : 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  write  to  the  com- 
millaoners  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  inform  them, 
that  Congrefs  expesil  they  will  not  recommend  any  foreign  fea-ofEcers, 
nor  give  any  of  them  the  leafl;  expectation  of  being  employed  as  cap- 
tains in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  a  provifion  to  be  made  for  officers  after  the  war,  and 
feme  time  being  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Saturday  next  be  afligned  for  taking  into  confide- 
ration the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and  that  on  or  before  Wednefday 
next,  the  delegates  of  the  feveral  ftates  lay  on  the  table  for  the  perufal 
of  the  members,  any  objeAions  made  or  amendments  propofed  to  the 
confederacy  by  their  ftates. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  Congrefs  have  received  information  and  complaints  "  that 
violences  have  been  done  by  American  armed  vefTels  to  neutral  na- 
tions, in  feizing  fliips  belonging  to  their  fubjects  and  under  their  co- 
lours, and  in  making  captures  of  thofe  of  the  enemy  whilft  under  the 
proteiSlion  of  neutral  coafts,  contrary  to  the  ufage  and  cuftom  of  na- 
tions :"  to  the  end,  that  fuch  unjuftifiable  and  piratical  atts,  which  re- 
flect diflionour  upon  the  national  chara£ler  of  thefe  ftates,  may  be  in 
future  efFeftually  prevented,  the  faid  Congrefs  hath  thought  proper  to 
diredl,  enjoin  and  command,  and  they  do  hereby  direft,  enjoin  and 
command,  all  captains,  commanders  and  other  officers  and  feamen  be- 
longing to  any  American  armed  vefTels,  to  govern  themfelves  ftridly 
in  all  things  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  their  commiffions,  and  the  in- 
ftructlons  and  refolutions  of  Congrefs  ;  particularly  that  they  pay  a 
facred  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers  and  the  ufage  and  cuftom 
of  civilized  nations,  and  on  no  pretence  whatever  prefume  to  take  or 
feize  any  iliips  or  vefTels  belonging  to  the  fubjecls  of  princes  or  powers 
in  alliance  with  thefe  United  States,  except  they  are  employed  in  car- 
rying contraband  goods  or  foldiers  to  our  enemies,  and  in  fuch  cafe 
that  they  conform  to  the  ftipulations  contained  in  the  treaties  fubfift- 
ing  between  fuch  princes  or  powers  and  thefe  ftates  ;  and  that  they  do 
not  capture,  feize  or  plunder  any  ffilps  or  vefTels  of  our  enemies,  being 
under  the  proteftion  of  neutral  coafts,  nations  or  princes,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  condlgnly  puniftied  therefor,  and  alfo  of  being  bound 
to  make  fatisfaiElion  for  all  matters  of  damage  and  the  Intcreft  thereof 
l)y  reparation,  under  the  pains  and  obligation  of  their  perfons  and 
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goods.  And  further,  the  faid  Congrefs  doth  hereby  refolve  and  declare, 
that  perfons  willfully  offending  in  any  of  the  foregoing  inilances,  if 
taken  by  any  foreign  powers  in  confequence  thereof,  will  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  liaving  a  right  to  claim  proteftion  from  thefe  ftates,  but 
fliall  fuffer  fuch  pnnifliment  as  by  the  ufage  and  cuftom  of  nations  may 
be  infiidled  upon  fuch  offenders. 

Given  in  Congrefs,  at  York,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  this 
ninth  day  of  May,  anno  domini  1778. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

IJoNDJT,   May    11,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  and  one 
of  April  30th,  from  B.  Harrifon,  deputy  pay-mafter-gcneral,  with  his 
monthly  account,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  W.  Aylett,  Efq;  deputy  commiffary-ge- 
neral  of  purchafes  in  Virginia,  was  read,  refpe£ling  the  pork  bought 
of  Hewes  U"  Co.  and  damages  recovered  of  them  on  account  of  its 
bad  quality. 

Whereas,  it  hath  been  reprefented  unto  us,  that  a  certain  fnow  cal- 
led "  Our  Lady  of  Mount  Carmel  and  St.  Anthony,"  faid  to  be  the 
property  of  MefTrs.  John  Ignatius  de  Oliveria  Perceira,  and  Anthony 
dios  dos  Santos,  fubjeils  of  his  moft  faithful  majefty  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, and  bound  from  the  Brafils  to  Fayal,  was  taken  on  the  high 
feas  by  a  private  armed  veilel  commiffioned  by  thefe  United  States, 
and  fent  as  a  prize  into  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  :  that  the  fame 
veffel,  being  duly  libelled  in  the  courts  of  the  faid  ftate,  was  acquitted  ; 
and  that  no  owner  hath  appeared  to  claim  the  faid  fnow  and  her 
cargo,  the  mafter  of  the  faid  fnow  having,  as  is  faid,  been  fent  home 
in  another  veffel  at  his  own  requeft,  by  the  mafter  of  the  faid  armed 
vefTel  :  and  whereas  it  hath  been  further  reprefented  unto  us,  that  di- 
vers of  the  commodities  in  the  faid  fnow  contained  are  perifliable  ; 
that  damage  may  arife  from  permitting  the  veffel  and  cargo  to  con- 
tinue in  their  prefent  fituation,  and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
fend  the  faid  fnow  to  the  place  of  her  former  deftination,  as  ftie  might 
be  made  prize  of  by  fliips  in -the  fervlce  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain. 

Now  therefore,  to  the  end,  that  right  may  in  this  behalf  be  done, 

Resolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  faid  ftate  of  Mafl'achufetts- 
Bay  be  requefted  to  make  fale,  with  all-convenient  fpeed,  in  the  beft 
manner  and  for  the  moft  money  poffible,  of  the  faid  fnow  and  her 
cargo,  to  depofit  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  after  deducting  all  cofts 
and  charges,  which  fliall  then  be  due  thereon,  in  the  public  funds  of 
thefe  United  States  ;  and  to  tranfmit  an  exaft  account  thereof  to  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs  : 

That  the  faid  committee  do  tranfmit  fuch  account  and  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  relative  to  the  faid  fnow,  to- 
gether with  thefe  refolutions,  to  the  commiffioner  or  commiffioners  of 
thefe  ftates,  who  may  then  be  andrefide  at  the  court  of  his  moft  Chrif- 
tian  majefty  ;   and. 

That  the  faid  commiffioner  or  commiffioners  do  inform  the  ambaf- 
fador  or  refident  of  his  moft  faithful  majefty  at  the  faid  court,  of  the 
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Massachiisetts-Ba\ 

Rhode-Island^ 
Co7inecticuty 


New -Tor  k, 

Nenv-JerseV'^ 

Pennsyli)aniaf 


Delaivare^ 
Maryland.^ 


Virgin!  Of 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia^ 


«J'?     * 

710  5 

no  S.?!o 
no' 
no  >-  no 

no 
ay 
no 


V 

>no 


premifes  ;  in  order  that  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of  the  faid 
fnow  and  her  cargo  may  obtain  proper  certificates  and  authentic  proof 
of  their  property  in  the  fame,  and  thereby  be  enabled,  either  perfon- 
ally  or  by  their  lawful  attorney,  to  appear,  demand  and  receive  the 
monies  fo  depofited  as   aforefaid,  together  with   the  intereft  thereof. 

It  is  neverthelefs  provided,  that  nothing  in  the  forgoing  refolutions 
contained,  fhall  be  conftrued  to  bar  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of 
the  faid  fnow  and  of  her  cargo,  from  their  aftion  or  aftions  againft  the 
mafter  or  owners  of  the  faid  private  armed  veffel,  or  any  of  them,  for 
damages  fudained  beyond  the  money  fo  to  be  depofited  by  reafon  of 
the  capture  aforefaid  ;  any  claufe  or  article  thereof  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding  : 

On  the  queftion  put,  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  refolution,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required, 

Mr.  Luvell, 
Mr.  Datia^ 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington., 
Mr.  Wolcott, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  J.  B.  S7nith,    ay- 
Mr.  y.  Smith,  ay 
Mr.  Clingan, 
Mr.  M'-Kean, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  F>  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  r.  Adams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy,     ay  '^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  'affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  6th  of  March  laft,  from  R.  Morris,  £fq;  be  difchargedfrom  pro- 
ceeding on  that  buiinefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  1  5,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Jofcph  Nourfe,  Efq;  pay- 
mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to 
count  Pulafki,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  horfes  and  recruiting  his 
corps  ;   the  faid  count  Pulafki  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  v/as  read,  informing,  that  the  board  of  war  have 
direftcd  him  tc  apply  for  25,000  dollars  for  George  Ewing,  comniiffary 
of  hides,  to  enable  him  to  furnifii  his  deputies  Avith  money  for  their  re- 
fpeftive  diftrifts,  to  pay  his  workmen  and  difcharge  debts  contracted  by 
him  on  public  account ;   wiiereupon, 


^ay 
no 
ay  )>ay 

7l0'\ 

ay  I  ay 

ay 


ay 


MAY    1778.  201 

Resolved^  That  the  fum  of  25,000  dollars  be  applied  for  by  the  com- 
mifTary  of  hides,  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  employ  a 
difcreet  and  proper  perfon  to  apply  the  faid  money  to  the  department 
of  hides,  until  due  enquiry  fliall  be  made  into  the  conduft  of  the  faid 
commiffary. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commiffary  of  prifoners,  in 
the  room  of  Elias  Boudinot,  Efq;  refigned,  and  the  ballots  being  ta- 
ken, colonel  Francis  Johnfon  was  elefted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  May   12,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  Mr.  Udney  Hay,  with  fundry  papers  en- 
clofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,   Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  colonel  George  Morgan,  was  read; 
■whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  his  accounts, 
together  with  his  accounts,  accompanying  the  faid  letter,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  make  enquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
the  lofs  of  the  boats  on  the  Ohio,  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter,  and  re- 
port thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  allowance  to  officers  after  the  war,  and  fome  time 
being  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  May   13,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  April  26th,  frorn  colonel  Alexander  M'Clenagban,  of 
the  7th  Virginia  regiment,  was  read,  reprefenting,  that  the  (late  of  his 
health  renders  him  unfit  to  ferve  his  country  in  kich  manner  as  he  could 
wifh,  and  as  there  is  no  appearance  of  his  being  able  to  take  the  field 
this  campaign,  requefting  leave  to  refign  : 

Resolved,  That  his  reiignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  1th,  from  Matthew  Clarkfon,  Efq;  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  April  20th,  from  brigadier  Stark  ;  one,  of  May  6th, 
from  Normond  Laneuville  ;  and  a  petition  from  major  de  Bois  ;  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  remonflrance  from  John  Jeffc^rs  was  read,  praying  to  be  paid  for 
rum  feized  by  order  of  the  board  of  war,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  all  applications  for  payment  of  rum,  fei/.ed  by  order 
of  the  board  of  war,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  be  made  to  the  faid  board, 
who  are  hereby  direfted  and  authorized  to  liquidate  and  adjuflthe  fame 
as  they  Hiall  think  equitable  and  proper. 


202  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  general  Waniington,  enclofing  a  letter 
of  the  10th,  from  general  fir  W.  Howe,  refpefting  an  exchange  of  prU 
foners,  was  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Doer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

A  letter,  of  April  22d,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclofing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  John  Morrifon,  with  gen.  Heath's  anfwer  refpefting 
the  fupplying  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  with  provifions, 
Sec.  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  petition  from  John  Sackville  Higgins,  at  Bofton,  was  read,  pray- 
ing for  leave  to  return  to  England  on  parole,  or  to  go  to  New-York 
to  folicit  an  exchange  : 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  general  Wafhington. 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  Laneuville,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed, 
•was  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Lee,  was  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from 
MefFrs.  Francis  Hopkinfon  and  J.  Wharton,  brought  in  a  report ; 
■whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  600  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  memorialifts 
for  their  extra  fervices  in  Bordentown,  and  to  defray  their  expenfes 
to  Baltimore. 

The.  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Ordered.)  Tliat  a  warrant  ifTue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Efq;  com- 
miffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  (late  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  for  1  1,666|-^  dollars, 
to  enable  them  to  pay  Archibald  Mercer  and  Philip  Moore,  the  valua- 
tion of  the  fliip  Two  Friends,  and  the  fliip  Moore,  chartered  and  in- 
furcd  by  the  laid  committee,  and  taken  by  the  enemy,  as  appears  to  them 
by  protefts  regularly  made;   the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  10,174-|^  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 
to  difcharge  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance's  bill  of  the  25th  of  April 
laft,  on  the  faid  committee,  in  favour  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  Efq;  for  that 
fum,.  it  being  the  amount  of  their  accounts  againft  the  fliip  Chafe  and 
fnow  George  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan,  Efq;  late 
commifTary-general  of  piirchaies,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  col.  George  Mor- 
gan, for  the  ufe  of  the  commilTary-general's  department  in  the  weftern- 
diRrift  ;  the  faid  William  Buchanan,  Efq;  to  be  accountable  : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  George  Morgan,  tobe  by 
him  tranfmitted  to  John  Baynton,  Efq;  pay-mafter  of  the  weftern-dif- 
trift  at  Fort-Pitt,   u'ho  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  AVilliam  Buchanan,  Efq;  late 
commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  middle-diflrict  of 
the  commiiTary-generars  department;  the  faid  William  Buchanan  to 
be  accountable : 

That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofcph  Nourfc,  pay-mafter  to  the 
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board  of  v/ar  and  ordnance,  tobe  by  him  tranfmitted  to  lieutenant-ctslo- 
nel  Temple,  upon  the  application  of  col.  Theophilus  Bland,  of  the  firft 
regiment  of  light  dragoons,  to  purchafe  clothing"  for  the  fame  ;  the  faid 
col.  Bland  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  Efq;  late  commiflary-general  of  purchafes,for  25,69 6|-f 
dollars,  todifcharge  a  demand  of  Blair  M'Clenaghan,  for  a  v^uantity  of 
rum  purchafed  of  him  agreeable  to  an  order  of  Congrefs  of  the  12tli 
day  of  Sept.  lafl:  ;  and  that  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  be  di- 
retiled  to  date  the  certificates  the  25th  day  of  Dec.  lad,  it  being  the 
time  that  Mr.  M'Clenaghan  applied  for  the  certificates,  agreeable  to 
his  contract  ;  the  laid  William  Buchanan  to  be  accountable  : 

That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  capt.  M'Ree,  to  difcharge  a  dratiglit 
of  John  Afhe,  provincial  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  dated 
May  lOth,  1777,  in  favour  of  Francis  Child,  and  exprelTed  to  be  for 
the  fervice  of  tht  United  States  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  col.  Bland  make  a  particular  return  of  the  clothing 
by  him  purchafed  and  diftributed  to  his  men,  v/ith  the  names  of  the 
men  receiving  the  fame,  to  the  clothier-general,  in  order  that  a  pro- 
per charge  may  be  made  thereof  in  his  books. 

The  commlffioners  of  claims  at  the  board  of  treafury,  with  tTie  -ap- 
probation of  the  auditor-general,  report, 

That  there  is  due  to  Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  a  balance  of  68 5|-^  dollars, 
on  account  of  his  expenfes  in  bringing  difpatches  from  the  commit" 
fioners  at  Paris  : 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  chaplain  to  col.  James  Livlngfton's  re- 
giment, for  pay  and  rations  from  March  11th  to  May  10th,  inclufive, 
101  dollars  :' 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  In  con- 
fideration  of  his  faithful  execution  of  a  moft  important  truft  repofed 
in  him  by  the  commlffioners  of  thefe  ftates  at  Paris. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  allowance  to  officers  after  the  war  ;  whereupon  it 
was  moved, 

That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  as  amended  by  Con- 
grefs, be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  legillatures  of  the  feve- 
ral  flates,  for  their  opinion  and  directions  thereon  : 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Rbode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr,  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Keiv-Tork,  Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.Morris, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 
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Pennsjlvaniay  Mr.   R  Morris^        no 

Mr.  James  Sniitb,  no 

Mr.   Clingan^  ay  ^ 

Delaware^  Mr.   M'-Kean,  no  S>no 

Maryland,  Mr.   Carroll.^ 

Mr.    Plater, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  J.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  r.  Adams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay' 

Mr.   Matthenvs,        no  K- ay 

Mr.   Hut  son,  ay  j 

Georgia,  Mr.   Langworthy,    no  ^no 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  May    14,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  I2th,  from  gen.  Walhington,  with  fundry  papers 
cnclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  lb  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  the  dellruc- 
tion  of  the  frigates  in  the  Delaware,  be  referred  to  the  marine-commit- 
tee, and  the  remainder  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Ethen  Allen,  was  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  commifTion  of  colonel  be  granted  to  Ethen 
Allen,  in  reward  of  his  fortitude,  firmnefs  and  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  his 
country,  manifefted  during  the  courfe  of  his  long  and  cruel  captivity,' 
as  well  as  on  former  occafions. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  general  Gates,  at  Reading,  was  read  ; 
whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  adjutant-general  be  appointed  for  the  army 
in  the  northern-department,  under  the  command  of  general  Gates: 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Troup  was  elefted. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  T.  Wharton,  Efq;  prefident  of  the 
council  of  Penniylvania  ;  one,  of  the  13th,  and  one  of  the  I8th  of 
April,  from  Mr.  prefident  Lowndes,  of  South-Carolina  ;  and  one,  of 
the  20th  of  April,  from  brigadier  Moultrie  ;   were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  Mr.  prefident  Lowndes  and  briga- 
dier Moultrie,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  T.  Adams  and  Mr.  Mat- 
thews. 

An  application  from  baron  Bofe  was  read: 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  together 
with  a  letter  of  the  10th,  from  John  Penn  and  and  Benjamin  Chew, 
Efqrs;  enclofed  therein  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three; 

The. members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  James 
Smith.- 
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Ordered.^  That  the  committee  for  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  the  letter 
of  the  2d  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania  was  referred,  be  difcharged 
from  proceeding  on  that  bufinefs,  and  that  the  faid  letter  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  April  16th,  from  William  Gibbes,  William  Parker, 
and  Edward  Blake,  commiffioners  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the 
flate  of  Seuth-Carolina,  to  the  continental  treafiirer,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  who 
are  to  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  which  was  read  the  6th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  j 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr. 
G.  Morris. 

A  reprefentation  of  the  bifnops  and  elders  of  the  United  Brethren 
fettled  in  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.   M'Kean  and  Mr.  Carroll. 

The  committee  on  the  treafiiry  brought  in  a  report ;   whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  1 1,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Edward  Langworthy, 
Efq;  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  on  his  application,  for  the 
ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  ftate  of  South-Carolina  haj/ing  tranfmitted  their  accounts 
againft  the  United  States, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  certificates 
refpe£ling  Monf.  de  la  Neuville,  report,  "  that  they  have  duly  exa- 
mined the  fame,  and  find  that  Monf.  de  la  Neuville,  the  elder,  is  re- 
commended by  biron  de  Wormfer,  lieutenant-general  in  the  French 
fervice,  as  an  officer  of  great  zeal,  aftivity  and  knowledge  in  the 
French  fervice,  and  as  one  who  may  be  ufefully  employed  in  all  mili- 
tary operations  ;  that  he  is  recommended  to  general  Wafhington  by 
th?  marquis  de  Bouilii,  governor  of  Martinico,  as  an  intelligent  officer, 
not  only  acquainted  with  the  theory,  put  pradice  of  war,  having 
ferved  feveral  campaigns  in  Germany  ;  that  he  is  alfo  recommended 
to  gf^n.  Wafliington  by  Monf.  Merlet,  quarter-mafter-general  of  the 
French  army,  and  pointed  out  in  that  recommendation  as  a  proficient 
in  the  fciencc  of  taftics,  and  confequently  very  capable  of  forming 
and  difciplining  bodies  of  infantry  ;  that  thefe  recommendations  are 
further  ftren^thcned  by  the  favourable  teftimonies  of  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette  anJ  major-general  Conway  :"   whereupon, 

Resolved,  Thvit  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  to  employ 
Mi'nf.  de  la  Neuville  as  infpedor  of  the  army  under  the  command  of 
major-gcntral  Guces  : 

On  putting  this  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massackusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.   Lovell, 

Mr.   Dana, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Elleryy 
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Connecticut^ 


New-Tor  ky 

Neiv-Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania^ 


} 


Mr.  Sherman^ 

Mr.  Huntington^ 

Mr.   Wolcott^ 

Mr.  Diier^ 

Mr.  G.   Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.    /^.  Morris, 

Mr.  James  Smith,  no  [ 

Mr.  J.  5.  ^OT/ii7,    qy  f 


ay  Yay 
no'~\ 


no 


no 


ay 


Delaivarej 
Maryland) 


Virginia, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


Geor 


no  J 
ay  <^ay 


ay 
no 

^y 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 


ay 


ay 


Mr.   Clingan, 

Mr.   M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr,  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   T.   Adams, 

Mr.   Laurens, 

Mr.    Matthews, 

Mr.    Hutson, 

Mr.   Langworthy,    no  S.?20 

So  it  was  refolved  In  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  de  la  Neuville's  pay  as  infpedlor  be  105  dols. 
per  moiith,  and  fix  rations  a-day  ;  his  pay  and  rations  to  commence 
from  the  time  of  his  entering  into  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Mr,  de  la  Neuville  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  will 
be  difpofed,  after  an  experience  of  his  fervices  of  an  infpedlor  to  the 
army  under  gen.  Gates,  for  the  fpace  of  three  months,  to  confer  on 
him  inch  rank  as  his  merits  may  juftly  entitle  him  to. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  May   15,    1778, 

A  letter,  of  the  5  th,  from  gov.  Trumbull ;  one,  of  April  the  30th, 
from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;pay-m after  in  the  northern-depart- 
ment ;  and  one,  of  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  from  Jofeph  Trum- 
bull, Efq;  late  commiffary-general,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  two  laft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  W.  Denning,  Efq;  was  read. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  of  April  the  27th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

(vongrefs  having  received  Information,  that  divers  infradlions  have 
been  made  by  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain  upon 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  particularly  by  compelling  fome  of  the 
prifoners  to  bear  arms  againft  thefe  United  States,  fince  their  return 
to  Canada  ; 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  gov.  Clinton,  of  N.  York,  be  requef- 
ted  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  he  fliall  deem  moft  prudent  and  efFcdlual 
for  afcertainlng  the  truth  of  this  information,  and  to  tranfmit  to  Con- 
grefs the  evidence  which  he  may  obtain. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  2000  dollars  in  fpecie,  and  10,000  dol- 
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lars  in  continental  money  be  advanced  to  gov.  Clinton,  for  defraying 
the  neceffary  expenl'es  of  executing  the  foregoing  refolution,  and  that 
the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  pay  the  faid  funis. 

Congrefs  refuined  the  confidcration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  officers  after  the  war,  and 
on  revifion,  an  amendment  being  admitted  by  generalc  onfent,  a  quef- 
tion  was  put  to  agree  to  the  whole  as  amended  ;  whereupon, 

■  Resolved  unanimously.)  That  all  military-officers  commiffioned  by 
Congrefs,  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  and  fhall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and  not 
hold  any  office  of  profit  under  thefe  ftates,  or  any  of  them,  fhall,  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  amiually,  for  the  term 
of  feven  years,  if  they  live  fo  long,  one-half  of  the  prefent  pay  of  fuch 
officers  ;  provided,  that  no  general-officer  of  the  cavalry,  artillery  or 
infantry  ffiall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  one-half  part  of 
the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  fuch  corps  refpeclively  ;  and  provided,  that 
this  refolution  fhall  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  unlefs  he  fliall  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to,  and 
fliall  aftually  refide  within  fome  one  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved  unanimously,,  That  every  non-commiffioned  military-offi- 
cer and  foldier,  who  hath  enlifted,  or  fliall  enlift,  into  the  fervice  of 
thefe  ftates,  for  and  during  the  war,  and  fliall  continue  therein  to  the 
end  thereof,  fliall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  further  reward  of  80  dol- 
lars at  the  expiration  of  the  war. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay,,     Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntitigton, 

Mr.  Wolcott, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 


Neiv-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


} 


ay 

no  Vay 
ay  ^ 
ay  )>ay 
ay^ 
ay  Vay 
no  J 

"aA  "" 

ay  ^ay 

«j1 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  James  Smith,     ay 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  AI'Kean, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  T.   Adams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Mr.  Lang%vorthy, 


^y  \ 


■ay 

ayyay 
ay' 

ay  \.ay 
ay 

^y 
"y 

ay 
ay  _ 
ay  )>ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Mifflin,  was  read  : 
Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  j 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Dana. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  John  Penn  and 
Benjamin  Chew,  Efqrs;  dated  May  the  10th,  and  direded  to  the  board 
of  war,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  John  Penn  and  Benjamin  Chew,  Efqrs;  be  convey- 
ed, without  delay,  into  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  there  difchar- 
ged  from  their  parole,  and  that  their  excellencies  the  preiident  of 
Pennfylvania  and  the  governor  of  N.  Jerfey  be  feverally  furniflied  im- 
mediately with  a  copy  of  this  aft. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,  May   16,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  I.  Melchior,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
board  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  barrack-mufter's  department,  the 
number  of  deputies  employed,  and  the  places  where,  and  report  thereon. 

A  report  from  gov.  Livingfton  was  laid  before  Gongrefs  and  read, 
wherein  he  informs,  "  that  in  purfuance  of  the  refolution  of  Gongrefs 
of  the  19th  of  Feb.  he  has  removed  Giffbrd  Dally,  deputy  qiiarter- 
mafter  at  Morris-town,  in  that  ftate,  for  mifbehaviour  and  neglect  of 
duty,  and  appointed  in  his  place  Benjam.in  Lindfey,  Efq;  during  the 
will  and  pleafure  of  Gongrefs,  or  fuch  his  fuperior  officer  as  is  or  may 
be  authorized  to  remove  him  ;  that  he  has  reduced  the  number  of  af- 
fiftants  employed  by  Jofeph  Dewees,  deputy  commiffary  in  the  fame 
place,  from  four  to  three  ;" 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Ellery. 

The  committee  on  the  treaiury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  jun. 
to  be  by  him  delivered  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy  direftor-general, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpitals  of  the  middle-diftrict ;  the  faid  Dr.  J.  Potts 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 
to  enable  them  to  difcharge  four  bills  drawn  on  them  by  Abraham 
Livingfton,  Efq;  continental  agent  at  Gharleftown,  dated  the  1 8th, 
19th,  20th  and  2  1ft  of  March,  for  that  fum. 

Resolved,  That  the  invoice  of  articles  to  be  imported  from  France, 
together  with  the  lift  of  medicines,  approved  by  Gongrefs,  be  figned 
by  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  who  are  authorized  and  directed  to  apply 
to  the  lioufe  of  Roderique  Hortales  ist  Co.  for  fuch  of  the  faid  articles 
as  they  Ihall  not  have  previoufly  purchafed  or  contrafted  for. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  invoices  be  delivered  to  Monf.  de  Fran- 
cey,  agent  for  Roderique  Hortales  i^  Co.  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  refolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  articles  to  be  fhipped  by  the  houfe  of  Roderique 
Hortales  Isf  Co,  be  not  infured,  but  that  notice  be  given  to  the  com- 
miffioners at  France,  that  they  may  endeavour  to  obtain  convoy  for 
the  protetflioa  thereof. 
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Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  gov.  Livingfton's  letter  of  April  27tb,  ref- 
pedling  the  hoifes  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  committee  of,  Congrefs  in  camp,  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
quarter-mafter-general  ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  immediately  to  pay  for 
fuch  horfes  and  fettle  the  accounts  with  the  perfons  employed  to  make 
the  purchafes,  agreeably  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  governor  engaged. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  report  fuch  alter- 
ations in,  or  additions  to,  the  inftrncVions  and  commiifions  given  to  the 
commiffioners  at  the  courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna  and  Tufcany,  as  they 
may  think  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  col.  Ethan  Allen  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and 
privileges  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
during  the    time  of  his  late  captivity. 

A  number  of  intercepted  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  the 
faid  committee  be  empowered  to  take  fuch  fteps  and  purfue  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  they  judge  neceffary  for  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee.  Mr.  Lovcll  and  Mr.  Wither- 
fpoon. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

-«ieB>  O  "B"*"* 

MoND.ir,   May    18,    1778. 

A  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  in  the 
{late  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  and  petition  from  David  Laird  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Turnbull,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  W.  Bowley,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  tliree  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Carroll,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  G. 
Morris. 

A  letter,  of  April  26th,  from  gov.  Cafvvell,  of  N.  Carolina,  was 
read,  informing,  that  the  two  houfes  of  affembly  of  that  ftate  have  una- 
jiimouily  acceded  to  the  confederation. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Gerhard  Dericks  was  read,  praying  to  be  ho- 
nored with  a  colonel's  commiffion. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Thomas  Smith,  of  Bedford  county,  to 
James  Smith,  Efq;  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be 
authorized,  In  conjunAion  with  gen.  Wafliineton,  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  for  affording  prefent  relief  to  the  weRern  frontiers  as  can  be 
adopted,  confident  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  main  army. 

The  committee  lately  fent  to  camp,  laid  before  Congrefs  a  plan  for 
regulating  the  army : 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  taking  the  fame  into  con- 
fideratioift 
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A  letter,  of  March  26th,  from  the  board  of  war,  of  the  flate  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  with  an  extraft  of  a  letter  of  the  30th,  from  Mr.  Gar- 
doqui  is"  Sons,  at  Bilboa,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  petition  from  fundry  German  officers,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Miller  be  appointed  chaplain 
to  the  Germans  in  the  main  army  ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  pay  and 
privileges  of  a  brigade-chaplain,  without  being  confined  to  any  particu- 
lar brigade. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  May    19,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  the  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania, 
cnclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th,  from  Samuel  Hunter,  lieute- 
nant of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  major  de 
Bois,  report  as  their  opinion,  "  that  the  refignation  of  major  de  Bois 
be  accepted,  agreeable  to  his  petition,  and  that  a  fum  of  money,  the 
quantum  of  which  to  be  fettled  by  the  board  of  treafury,  fhould  be  al- 
lowed him  to  defray  his  expenies  back  to  France  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  report,  with  the  petition  of  major  de  Bois, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  Efq; 
to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  his  excellency  Caifar  Rodney,  prefident  of 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  for  the  recruiting  fervice  ;  for  which  the  ftatc 
is  to  be  charged. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jofeph  Trumbull,  late  commifTary-general,  be 
informed  of  the  difpolkion  of  Congrefs  not  to  grant  money  to  fuch 
perfons  as  having  been  officers  of  the  United  States,  are  now  out  of 
office,  until  they  fliall  have  accounted  for  the  public  money  which 
fliall  have  been  previoufly  advanced  to  them  refpeftively. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington, 
refpefting  lieutenant-colonel  Derick,  v/as  referred,  report, 

"  That  the  board  concur  in  opinion  with  general  Wafliington,  as 
to  the  inexpediency  of  complying  with  lieutenant-colonel  Derick's 
requeft  to  be  appointed  commandant  of  an  independent  corps,  and 
therefore  that  his  petition  be  difmiffed  :" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the 
general  alTembly  of  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  forts  built  in  Weftmore- 
land.  See.  report, 

"  That  they  have  been  informed,  that  brigadier  Hand  direiEled  the 
lieutenants  of  the  two  weffern-counties  to  take  other  pods,  at  which 
to  ftation  the  militia,  than  thofe  mentioned  in  the  memorial  ot  the 
affembly  ;  that  the  lieutenants  only  partially  complied  with  the  direc- 
tions, and  inffead  of  fulfilling  them,  built  the  forts  at  Ligonier  and 
Hanna's-town  ;  that  however,   as  the  board   are  not  fufficiently  ac- 
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qualnted  with  the  circumftances  to  judge  whether  the  forts  are  fo 
fituated  as  to  anfwer  only  a  local,  inftead  of  a  general  purpofe,  or 
whether  they  are  properly  conftrudled,  if  the  pods  are  well  chofen,it 
is  impoffible  to  furnifli  Congrefs  with  a  final  report  on  the  fubjeft  j 
that  as  brigadier  Hand  is  re-called  from  the  command,  his  fucceffor 
will  judge  between  him  and  the  lieutenants  of  the  counties,  whom 
the  board  prefume  to  have  had  the  belt  intentions,  but  think  it  by  no 
means  proper  to  encourage  any  thing  which  has  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing done  in  oppofition  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  continental 
officer,  unlefs  weighty  and  fpecial  reafons  can  be  affigned :"  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  memorial  from  the  affembly  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  relative  to  the  forts  built  at  Ligonier  and  Hanna's-town,  in 
the  faid  flate,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  county,  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  commanding-officer  at  Fort-Pitt,  and  if  he  lliall  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  polls  are  neceffary  for  the  general  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, or  to  fecure  the  communication  with  that  fort,  the  plans  proper, 
and  the  works  fufficiently  well  done,  fo  as  to  be  durable  and  of  mili- 
tary ufe,  that  he  appoint  proper  perfons  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  expenfes  of  building  thefe  forts,  laying  in  provifions,  and  paying 
the  perfons  necelTarily  employed  at  thofe  pofls  ;  that  the  accounts  fo 
examined  be  certified,  with  the  vouchers,  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
accompanied  with  the  opinion  on  the  whole  of  the  general-officer  com- 
manding at  Fort-Pitt. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major-general 
Mifflin,  report,  that  they  have  had  a  conference  with  general  Mifflin 
and  the  auditor-general  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  faid  letter,  and  having 
heard  general  Mifflin's  obfervations  upon  his  peculiar  fituation  as  quar- 
ter-mafter-general,  and  his  objeftions  to  being  held  ftriftly  to  account 
in  cafes  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  and  particular  circum- 
flances  attending  it,  he  was  incapable  of  diredl  agency  and  the  necef- 
fary fuperintendance  ;  that  the  committee  delivered  to  him  and  to  the 
auditor-general  their  opinion,  that  the  great  fervants  of  the  public 
are  generally  to  be  accountable  ;  that  if,  in  the  courfe  of  adjufting 
the  public  accounts,  deficiencies  (hall  appear,  Congrefs  wili,  in  eveiy 
fpecial  cafe,  determine  upon  the  circumftances  as  they  arife,  whether 
the  party  fhall,  or  (hall  not  be  difcharged  ;  that  the  committee  had  no 
doubt,  but  fuch  favourable  allowances  would  be  made  as  juftice  fhould 
require  ;  but  that  Congrefs  could  not,  confiftent  with  their  duty  to 
the  United  States,  by  any  general  refolutions,  hold  up  the  maxim  that 
payment  of  money  to  deputies  or  affiftants  in  a  department  ffioulddif- 
charge  the  principal  : 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of 
v/ar,  refpedling  an  allowance  to  officers  on  parole,  brought  in  a  report ; 
whereupon, 

Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  Congrefs,  by  a  refolve  pafTed  the  19th  day  of  Jan.  lafi:, 
determined,  that  captive  officers  fliould  receive  pay,  as  well  when  on 
parole  as  when  in  the  enemy's  poffeffion,  for  fo  long  time  as  they  con- 
tinue to  be  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  liable  to  be  called  into 
fervice  upon  being  releafed  from  their  captivity  :  and,  whereas,  divers 
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oflicers  have  been,  and  maj'  be  made  prifoners,  and  continue  fuch  be- 
yond the  period  within  which  they  are  liable  to  be  called  into  fcrvice  : 
and  as  it  has  been  found  that  fuch  officers,  when  releafed  on  parole, 
are  fometimes  debarred  from  the  purfuit  of  their  former  employments, 
or  being  liable  always  to  be  re-called  into  captivity  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  enemy,  are  prevented  from  entering-  into  fuch  engagements  and 
plans  of  bulinefs  as  their  neceffary  fupport  demands  ; 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  land  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  been,  or  (hall  be  made  prifoners  by  the  enemy,  fhall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  their  full  pay  and  rations  v/hile  in  the  enemy's  poffeffion, 
deducing  only  from  their  rations  fuch  fupplies  as  they  may  have  re- 
ceived from  the  enemy  or  the  commilTary  of  prifoners  ;  and  that  all 
fuch  officers,  when  admitted  on  their  parole,  fhall  receive  their  full  pay 
without  rations,  until  they  fhall  be  exchanged  or  difcharged  from  their 
parole,  or  that  the  general  change  of  circumftances  fhall  render  their 
pay  no  longer  necefTary  for  their  fupport,  as  Congrefs  hereafter  deter- 
mine. 

A  petition  from  J.  Connolly  and  others,  prifoners,  was  read  : 

Ordcredy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  direded 
to  enquire  into  the  fads  therein  fet  forth,  and  report  thereon  to  Con- 
grefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  treafury  of 
the  12th  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  bills  of  exchange  of  the  following  denominations  be 
forthwith  ftruck,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury,  for  the 
payment  of  intereft  to  fuch  holders  of  loan-office  certificates  as  may  be 
entitled  to  receive  it  in  fuch  bills  : 

3000  fets  of  12   dollars  each,  at  5  livres  tournois  ^ 

[per  dollar.  5  180,000- 

270,000 

360,000 

450,000 

540,000 

300,000 

600,000 

1,200,000 

1,200,000 

1,200,000 


3000  do. 

18  do. 

. 

do. 

3000  do. 

24  do. 

. 

do. 

3000  do. 

30  do. 

- 

do. 

3000  do. 

36  do. 

- 

do. 

1000  do. 

60  do. 

- 

do. 

1000  do. 

120  do. 

- 

do. 

800  do. 

300  do. 

- 

do. 

400  do. 

600  do. 

- 

do. 

200  do. 

1200  do. 

- 

do. 

18,400  6,300,000 

That  the  bills  be  drawn  upon  the  commiffioners  of  the  United  States 
in  Paris,  figned  by  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  fhall  hereafter  be  appoin- 
ted by  Congrefs,  and  counterfigned  and  numbered  by  the  commiflion- 
ers  of  the  continental  loan-office  iffuing  the  faid  bills  refpeilively  : 
That  each  fet  contain  four  bills,  of  the  following  form  : 

"  Exchange  for  Dollars,  at  five  Livres  Tournols  per  Dollar. 

No.  United  States  of  North-America.  day  of 

17 

At  thirty  days  figlit  of  this  Bill,  and         not  paid,  pav  to 

or   order,  Dollars  in  Livres  Tour- 

nois,  for  intereft  due  on  money  borrowed  by  the  United  States. 
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To  '■-..: 

of  the  United  States  of  North- America. 
Counterfigned  , 

Conimiffioner  of  the  Continental 
Loan-OiBce  in  the  ftate  of  ." 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  direft  the 
treai'urer,  froiii  time  to  tiriie^  td  fend  to  the  feveral  commiffioners  of 
the  loan-offices  as  many  of  the  faid  bills  and  of  fuch  denominations  as 
the  board  {luil!  judge  necelTary. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  form  the  board  of  war,  and  one,  of  the  19th, 
from  the  board  of  treafury,  were  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  from 
camp,  relative  to  a  new  regulation  of  the  army  ;  to  which  an  amend- 
ment was  moved  as  follows  : 

*'  1.  That  each  regiment  confift  of  two  battalions: 

2.  That  each  battalion  confift  of  four  companies  or  centuries,  or 
grand-divifions  i 

3.  That  each  company,  century  or  grand-divifion,  confift  of  one 
captain,  one  captain-lieutenant,  two  lieutenants,  one  enfign  or  ftandard- 
bearer,  eight,  or  at  leaft  fix,  ferjeants,  and  the  fame  number  of  corpo- 
rals, 128  privates,  which  is  64  files  two  deep  ;  two  drummers  or  horn- 
founders  ;  and  that  each  company,  century  or  grand-divifion  have  a 
colour  or  ftandard  : 

4.  That  to  each  battalion  there  be  one  lieutenant-colonel,  major, 
adjutant,  ferjeant-major,  drum-major  or  horn-founder  major  : 

5.  That  the  regimentary-officers  be  one  colonel,  one  regimental 
colour-bearer,  or  enfign-major,  with  an.  orderly  horfeman  to  attend 
the  colonel  ;  the  enfign-major  to  hive  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

Thus  every  regiment  to  confift  of  I  colonel,  2  lieutenat-colonels,  2 
majors,  8  captains,  8  captain-lieutenants,  16  lieutenants,  I  enfip;n- 
major,  8  enfigns.  making  46  commiffioned-officers,  64  or  at  leaft  48 
ferjeants,  the  fame  number  of  corporals,  2  fi-rjeants-major,  2  drums- 
major,  16  drummers  or  horn-founders,  and  1024  privates." 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  faid  amendment,  the  yeas  and  naygf 
being  required, 

Massachusetts-Bay^  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr."  Lovell, 
Mr.   Ddna, 

EUery, 

Sherman^ 

Huntington, 

Wolcott, 

Duer, 

G.  Morris, 

Scudder, 

J.  B.  Smith, 

James  Smith,    ay 

Clingan,  no  ^ 

M-kean,  no  }>na 

E  2 


Rhode  Island, 

Mr, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-Tork, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

J^e-V'Jersey, 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

Vol.  IV. 

710   )>710 

720    >  710 

710  J 

•^  (■  divided^ 
no) 

710   ^710 

•\ 

I  >no 
'J 
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Maryland^  Mr.  Carroll^ 

Mr.  Plater^ 

Mr.  Henry, 

Virginia,  Mr.  B.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDfJESDAT,    May  20,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt.  Herman  Courter,  who  brought  ai 
duplicate  of  difpatches  from  France,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  his  account,  be  referred  to' 
the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  F.  Johnfton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  lately  at  camp. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  and  one,  of  the  1 6th,  from  brigadier  Wayne, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  fald  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  gtn.  Sullivan's  letter  as  relates  to  brigav 
dier  Stark,  be  referred  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  informed 
that  brigadier  Stark  is  ordered  to  the  northern-department,  from  which 
Congrefs  do  not  think  proper  he  fliOuld  be  removed  ;  and  that  gen. 
Walhington  be  direded,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  fend  fome  other  briga- 
dier to  join  major-general  Sullivan. 

Ordered,  That  the  plans  enclofed  in  gen.  Sullivan's  letter,- be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gov.  G.  Clinton,  of  N.  York,-  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Benard  Baxter,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  dircAed 
to  report  generally  thereon. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the 
rommiffioners  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  flate  of  S.  Carolina, 
broup;ht  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  faid  letter,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafnry. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideraticn  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
lately  fent  to  camp,  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  army,  and  forriie 
progrefs  being  made   therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideraticn  thereof  be  poflponed  till  to- 
-norrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursdat,  May  21,   1778. 

Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  a  delegate  from  MalTachufetts-Bay,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  and  one,  of  the  28th  of  April,  from  the  coun- 
cil of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  were  read: 

Ordered.!  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Huntington  and 
Mr.  Witheripoon, 

A  letter,  of  7th,  from  Meffrs.  Otis  CJ*  Andrews,  at  Boflon,  and  one 
of  the  20th,  from  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  were  read  : 

Ordered-)  That  fo  much  of  the  fame  as  relates  to  money,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury  ;  and  fo  much  as  relates  to  putting  a  flop  to 
any  further  purchafes  of  clothing  by  agents  or  coinmiflioners  appointed 
by  the  feveral  ftates,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  April  22d,  from  John  Lucas,  was  read: 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 9th,  from  the  general  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  with 
a  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  on  the  weftern-frontiers,  was  read  : 

Ordered;  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  April  25th,  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  with 
aiT  account  of  the  expenfes  of  that  ftate  for  prifoners,  was  read  : 

Ordered;   That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  divers  per- 
fans,  late  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia,  reported. 

Tlie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  col.  F.  John- 
flon,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved;  That  the  neceffary  contingent  charges  of  executing  the 
office  of  commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  be  allowed,  over  and  above 
the  prefent  pay. 

Whereas,  col.  Johnfion  was  taken  from  the  line  to  execute  the  of- 
fice of  commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  upon  an  information  given  to 
Congrefs  that  his  health  would  not  permit  him  to  continue  in  the  ar- 
my, and  undergo  the  fatigues  of  it ;  and  as  there  is  no  neceffary  rela- 
tion between  his  office  and  the  line, 

Resolved;  That  col.  Johnflon  be  permitted  to  hold  his  rank,  but  no 
commaivd  in  the  line,  nor  be  entitled  to  recive  the  feven  years  half-pay 
lately  granted  to  the  military  commifTioned-officers. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  brigadier 
Wayne,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resohech,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Blackwell  be  appointed  chap- 
lain to  the  firft  Pennfylvania  brigade,  commanded  by  brigadier  Wayne. 

A  letter,  of  April.  14th,  from  Thomas  White,  of  the  ftate  of  Dela- 
ware, and  an  extraft  of  a  letter  of  May  8th,  from  Mr.  prefident  Pv.od- 
ney,  of  the  faid  ftate,  both  direfted  to  Mr.  M'Kean,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
•provide  for  the  fafety  of,  and  prevent  infurredions  in,  the  peninfula 
between  Delaware  and  Chefapeake-Bays. 

Mr.  Jofiah  Bartlett,  one  of  the  delegates  from  New-Hampfliire,  at- 
tended, and  produced  tlie  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  are  as 
follovi's : 
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"  State  of  New- Hampshire. 

^^  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  \A:th.,  1778. 

"  Voted,  That  the  hon.  Jofiah  Bartlett  and  John  Wentworth,  jun. 
Efqrs;  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  to  ferve  as  delegates  to  reprefen'^ 
this  ftate  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  for  and  during  the  term  of  one? 
year  from  the  date  hereof,  unlefs  fooner  recalled  ;  and  that  they  and 
each  of  them,  in  the  abfence  of  the  other,  have  full  and  ample  power, 
in  behalf  of  this  flatCj  to  confent  and  agree  |o  ail  meafures  ^vhich  Con- 
grefs ftiall  deem  necefTary  for  the  public  good. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

John   Dudley,  Speaker,  p.  temp. 
In  Council  the  fame  day,  read  and  concurred, 

E.  Thompson,  Secretary. 
Copy  attefted,  Mesheck  Weare,  President.'^ 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Mifflin  have  leave  to  join  the  army 
under  the  command  of  gen.  Walhington. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  1  1th,  from 
gen.  Walhington,  enclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Howe,  ref- 
pedling  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  report, 

"  That  the  propofitioqs  of  gen.  fir  William  Howe,  for  an  exchange 
of  prifoners,  in  his  tetter  of  May  the  lOih,  appear  fo  ambiguoufly  ex- 
preffed  and  fo  liable  to  mifconception,  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  Congrefs  fliould  on  their  part  make  propofals  for  an  ex- 
change on  principles  of  equality,  and  expreiled  in  clear  and  explicit 
terms:"   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  defired  to  inform  gen.  fir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  that  Congrefs,  ever  anxious  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of 
war,  are  willing  to  make  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  on  the  following 
principles,  viz. 

That  an  exchange  be  made  of  all  officers  in  the  poffeflion  of  either 
party,  whether  on  parole  or  otherwife,  as  far  as  rank  and  number  will 

apply : 

That  as  ^en.  fir  William  Howe  has  the  power  of  exchanging  the 
officers  made  prifoners  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  Congrefs  can- 
not think  of  agreeing  to  an  equivalent  in  privates  for  officers,  but  are 
willing  to  extend  this  exchange  to  the  officers  of  gen.  Buraoyne's  army : 

That  an  exchange,  as  far  as  numbers  will  apply,  be  made  of  all  fol- 
diers  in  the  aflual  poiTcffion  of  either  party  ;  and  alio  of  ail,  who  having 
been  re|f>afed  on  parole  are,  in  the  opinion  of  gen.  'Wafliington,  proper 
objedls  of  exchang;e  : 

That  the  officers  and  foldiers  fo  to  be  exchanged,  be  mutually  deli- 
vered at  fuch  places  in  the  ftates  of  R.  Illand,  N.  York  and  Penfyl- 
vania,  and  at  fuch  pciiods  of  time,  as  the  faid  generals  may  deter- 
mine on  : 

That  in  cafe  the  propofed  exchange  fliould  unhappily  not  take  place, 
gen.  Wafliington  be  diredled  to  inform  gen.  fir  William  Howe,  that 
Congrefs  expeft  that  he  will,  from  a  regard  to  the  prifoners  in  the 
power  of  thefe  ftates,  take  efFrftual  meafures,  that  the  American  pri- 
foners may  not  fuffer  any  diftreffes  from  the  approaching  hot  feafon, 
which  it  Is  in  his  pov/er  to  prevent,  as  the  prefent  pofTeffion  of  L,  Iflav^ 
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^nd  R.  Ifland  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  extending'  humanity  to- 
wards priibners,  without  a  breach  of  duty  to  the  power  under  which 
he  afts. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FiiiDAT,  May  22,    1778. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates,  to  enadl  laws  for  exempting  from  militia  duty,  all  perfons 
who  have  deferted  or  fliall  hereafter  defert  from  the  Bntifli  army  or 
navy  during  the  prefent  war  : 

That  it  be  fyrther  recomniended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  re fpecflivc 
ftates,  to  dilqualify  by  law,  all  prifoners  and  deferters  from  afting-  as 
lubftitutes  ia  the  militia  during  the  prefent  war,  to  render  all  fuch  con- 
tracts void,  and  to  authorize  any  prifoner  or  deferter,  who  may  be  en- 
gaged as  a  fubftitute,  to  appropriate  to  his  own  ufe  all  monies  by  him 
received  on  fuch  agreement. 

On  the  recommendation  of  brigadier  Muhlenberg, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Balmain  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  appointed  chaplain  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  brigadier  Muhlen- 
berg. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  24th  and 
27  of  April,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclofing  a  letter  from  John 
Morrifon,  a  com.mifTary  in  the  Britifli  fervice,  brought  in  a  report ; 
whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  major-general  Heath's  conduct 
relative  to  the  propofals  made  l)y  major-general  Pigot,  for  fupplying 
with  provifions  the  troops  who  furrendered  prifoners  under  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga  : 

That  the  prefident  he  directed  to  inform  major-general  Heath,  that 
Congrefs  expect  that  all  affiflance  afforded  to  the  enemy  in  unloading, 
floring  or  tranfporting  provifions  for  the  fupport  of  the  convention  pri- 
foners, be  paid  for  in  folid  coin,  agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  their  refolu- 
tion  of  the  19th  of  December  lafl. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
rules  for  the  better  conducling  the  bufinefs  of  Congrefs  ;  and  fomc 
progrefs  being' made  therein. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  farther  confideration    thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Lawrence,  Efcj;  commiffion- 
er  of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Connefticut,  in  favour  of  James  Ste- 
venfnn,  Efq;  one  of  the  commilfioners  of  accounts  for  the  middle-de- 
partment, for  1081  dollars,  it  being  the  balance  of  his  pay,  from  July 
26th,   1776,  to  the  4th  inftant. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  Meffrs.  Otis  and 
Andrews,  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  3,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  diredion 
of  the  board  of  treafury.  and  upon  the  faith  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  ti^nor 
and  date  as  the  emifflon  directed  on  the  I  Ith  of  Anrll  lafc,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  of  each  refpedtive  denoniination  progreir.ve- 
ly,  and  confifl:  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


41,667  bills 

;of 

40  dollars, 

41,667  do. 

of 

30  do. 

41,666  do. 

of 

20  do. 

41,666  do. 

of 

8  do. 

41,666  do. 

of 

7  do. 

41,667  do. 

of 

6  dp. 

41,666  do. 

of 

5   da. 

41,667  do, 

of 

4  do. 
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l,666,6Sa 

1,250,010 

-  833,320 

333,328 

291,622 

250,002 

-  208,330 

166,668 

5,000,000 

That  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  and  of  the 
infpeclors  of  the  prefs,  Ggners  and  printers  of  the  emiffion  of  the  20th 
day  of  May,  1777,  iliall  extend  to  the  faid  5,000,000  of  dollars  now  to. 
be  emitted,  fubjed,  however,  to  fuch  diredions  and  inftrudlions  as. the 
board  of  treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

Orclej-ed,  That  240,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Buchanan^ 
Efq;  late  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  middle- 
dilliricl  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gov,  CafwcH,  of  N.  Carolina,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  comrnittee  on  the  letter 
from  capt.  Cottineau. 

Adjourned  to.  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,   May  23,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  col.  F.  Johnfton,  was  read,  informing,  that 
as  it  never  was  his  widi  to  give  up  his  rank  in  the  line,  he  therefore 
begs  leave  to  decline  the  acceptance  of  his  late  appointment  of  com- 
milTary-general  of  priibners  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  he  have  leave  to  decline  the  faid  appointment. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  John  James  Doerner,  jun.  at  Edenton, 
in  N.  Carolina,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  17tb,  from 
John  Connolly  and  others,  prlfoners,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
tead  ;  whereypon, 

Congrefs  pafTed  the  following  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  probable  that  attempts  are  making  to  mifre- 
prefent  the  conduct  of  thefe  United  States  towards  the  prifoners  In 
their  poffelTion,  in  Ibme  degree  to  wipe  off  or  counterbalance  the  juft 
reproach  that  has  fallen  upon  our  enemies  for  their  barbarity  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  John  Connolly  and  others,  dated 
York  gaol.  May  17th,  1778,  together  with  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war  upon  it,  be  publilhed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a.  report  ;   whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine-committee, 
to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the  navy-board  at  Boflon,  for  the  ufe  cf 
the  navy  in  the  eaftern-diflriil  ;  the  faid  rnarine-committee  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scudder  have  leave  of  abfence, 

Adiourned  to  nir^e  o'clock  on  Monday'. 
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3foNDAr,   May  25,   1778; 

On  a  recommendation  of  col.  F*  Johnfton, 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  David  Jones  be,  and  he  is  appoiiited  chap- 
lain to  the  brigade  of  Pennfylvania  troops  commanded  by  col.  Johnfton. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  governor  Cafwell,   was  read  : 

Oj-dered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  a  refolve  of  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  N.  Carolina,  empowering  the  governor  of  that  (late  to  draw 
for  500,000  dollars,  and  an  act  for  rafing  men  to  complete  the  conti- 
nental battalions  of  that  ftate,  which  were  enclofed  in  the  governor's 
letter  of  the  2d,  be  referred  to  the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp. 

A  letter,  of  March  20th,  from  gov.  Houfton,  of  Georgia,  with  fun- 
dry  refolves  of  the  affembly  of  that  ftate  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  td  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclofilig  an  In- 
voice of  fpecie  fent  forward,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  Mr.  Aylett,  deputy  commiffary-genera! 
of  purchafes,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  re- 
port refpecling  Meffrs.  Otis  is"  Andrews,  brought  in  another  report ; 
■vvhereupon. 

Ordered,  That  150,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  James  Meafe  ;  and 
that  a  warrant  for  500,000  dollars  be  drawn  in  his  favour  on  the  com- 
iniffionfr  of  the  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  both 
which  fums  are  to  be  by  him  immediately  tranfmitted  to  his  ao-ents, 
Meffrs.  Otis  £5*  Andrews,  of  Bofton,  for  the  ufe  of  the  clothier-gene- 
ral's department,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  re- 
teive  the  money  from  the  treafurer,  and  tranfmitit,  with  the  warrant 
on  the  loan-office,  to  Mr.  Meafe,  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

A  motion  being  made  for  putting  a  ftop  to  the  farther  purchafe  of 
clothing, 

Ordered,  That  It  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  membefs  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  F,' 
i/.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Carrlngton,  of  colonel 
Harrifon's  regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  enclofing  a  lift  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  faid  regiment  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  being  made  for  obtaining  and  filing  at  the  board  of  war 
copies  of  military-commlffions, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Eanifter,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Resolved,  That  the  auditor,  togf.Lher  witli  Mr.  Milligan,  one  of 
the  commiffioners  of  claims,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  examine 
and  pafs  upon  the  accounts  of  Dr.  Ifaac  Forfter,  deputy  direclor-gene- 
ral  of  the  eaftem-department. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brouqht  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Heath  be  dlrefted  to  pay,  in  contineirtal  cur« 
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rency,  to  brigadier  Glover,  the  fum  that  fhall  kppear  to  be  due  to  him' 
on  account,  for  purchafing  provifions  and  other  articles  for  the  prifon- 
crs  of  che  convention  of  Saratoga,  whilfl:  on  their  march  from  that 
place  to  Boflon,   and  for  guards  attending  the  faid  prifoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  warrant  drawn  by  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  the 
2d  of  Feb.  laft,  on  Jofeph  Clavke,  Efq;  commiihoner  of  the  loan-office 
in  the  flate  of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  favour  of  Ebe- 
hezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  for  the  eaftern-diflrift, 
and  by  him  returned,  be  cancelled,  and  the  entries  thereof  in  the  trea- 
fury  book  reverfed. 

Resolved,!  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan 
for  filling  up  the  continental  battalions  by  recruits,  to  be  enlifled  to' 
ferve  during  the  war  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Diier,  Mr.  DraylOn  and  Mr.  G.  Morris, 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  E.  Blaine,  Efq;  deputy  com  mi  ffary -ge- 
neral,  was  read  : 

Ordered,!  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  lately  at  camp. 

A  motion  being  made  for  paying  the  New-Jerfey  militia, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr;  Withcrfpoon  and  Mr* 
Drayton. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  May  26,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-maller-general  be  diredled  to  furniffi 
baron  Steuben  with  two  good  horfes  for  his  ufe. 

A  petition,  from  Mofes  Black,  was  read,  praying,  in  behalf  of  Wil- 
liam Woolfey  and  the  owners  of  the  private  armed  fchooner  Harle- 
quin, that  an  aftion  be  commenced  at  the  inferior  court, of  common, 
pleas  in  the  county  of  Providence,  in  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland,  Set.  touch- 
ing the  capture  of  a  certain  prize  floop,  may  be  refei'red  to  the  court 
of  appeals,  for  their  decifion  thereon  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  difmilTed. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  application  of  baron  Bofe  was  rc= 
ferred,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  paid  to  baron  Bofe,  as  a 
compenfation  for  his  fuiFerings  in  the  caufe  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  from  Mr.  prefident 
Lowndes,  major-general  Howe,  and  brigadier  Moultrie,  brought  in  a' 
report : 

OVdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Elmer,  a  delegate  from  the  flate  of  N.  Jerfey,  and  Mr.  Rober- 
deau,  a  delegate  from  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took  their  feats  in 
■Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  rules  for  the  better  con- 
ducting bufinefs,  when  the  following  Avere  agreed  to  : 

1.  As  foon  as  nine  Rates  are  reprefented  in  the  houfe,  Congrefs  may 
proceed  to  buiinefs. 

2.  In  determining  queflions  in  Congrefs,  eacli  flate  fliall  have  one 
vote. 

3.  No  member  fliall  read  any  printed  paper  in  the  houfe  during  the 
fitting  thereof,  Avithout  leave  of  Congrefs. 
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4.  No  member  fhall  fpeak  to  another  or  otherwife  interrupt  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  the  houfe  while  the  journals  or  public  papers  are  reading  far 
the  information  of  Gongrefs,  or  when  any  member  is  fpeaking  in  any 
debate. 

5.  Every  member,  when  he  fpeaks,  (liall  rife  from  his  feat  and  ad- 
drefs  himfclf  to  the  chair,  and  when  he  has  finifbed,  ftiall  fit  down 
again. 

6.  No  member  fliall  fpeak  more  than  twice  in  any  one  debate  on 
the  fnmeday,   without  leave  of  the  houfe. 

7.  When  two  members  rife  together,  the  prefident  fliall  name  the 
perfon  to  fpeak. 

8.  No  motion  (hall  be  debated  until  the  fame  be  feconded. 

9.  vVhen  a  motion  fhall  be  made  and  feconded,  it  fhall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  if  defired  by  the  prefident  or  any  member,  delivered  in  at 
the  table  and  read  by  the  prefident,  before  the  fame  fhall  be  allowed 
to  be  deb  tted. 

10.  While  a  quefti on  is  before  the  houfe,  no  motion  fhall  be  recei- 
ved, unlefs  for  an  amendment,  for  the  previous  queftion,  to  poftpone  the 
confideration  of  the  main  queftion,  or  to  commit  it. 

1  i .  If  d  queftion  in  debate  contains  feveral  points,  any  member 
may  have  the  famt-  divided. 

12.  When  a  queftion  is  about  to  be  put,  it  fhall  be  in  the  power  of 
any  one  of  the  ftates  to  poftpone  the  determination  thereof  until  the 
next  day,  after  which,  it  ihall  not  be  again  poftponed,  but  by  order  of 
the  houfe. 

13.  The  previous  queftion  (that  is,  that  the  main  queftion  be  now 
put)  being  moved,  the  queftion  from  the  chair  fliall  be,  that  thofe  who 
are  for  the  pr  -vious  queftion  fay  ay,  and  thofe  againft  it,  no  ;  and  if 
there  be  a  majority  of  ayes,  then  the  main  queftion  fliall  not  be  then 
put,  but  otherwife  it  fliall. 

14.  Each  member  prefent  fliall  declare  openly  and  without  debate 
his  affent  or  difTent  to  a  queftion  by  ay  or  no,  when  required  by  mo- 
tion of  any  one  member,  whofe  name  fliall  be  entered  as  having  made 
fuch  motion  previous  to  the  prefident's  putting  ;  the  name  and  vote 
in  fuch  cafes  i^iall  be  entered  on  the  journals,  and  the  majority  of  votes 
of  each  ftate  fliall  be  the  vote  of  that  ftate. 

15.  No  ballot  fhall  be  counted  for  the  appointment  of  any  perfon 
to  an  ofKce  of  truft  or  profit  who  has  not  been  nominated  to  the  houfe 
on  a  day  previous  to  the  balloting  being  entered  into,  except  by  con- 
fent  of  all  the  ftates  prefent. 

16.  Every  morning  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  fliall  be  read, 
before  Congrefs  enter  on  new  bufmefs. 

17.  Every  morning,  after  the  reading  of  the  public  letters  and  giv- 
ing orders  concerning  them,  the  reports  of  the  board  of  treafury  and 
of  the  board  of  vi'ar,  if  any,  fliall  be  immediately  taken  into  confidera- 
tion. 

18.  No  member  fliall  leave  Congrefs  without  permifTion  of  Con- 
grefs or  of  his  conftituents. 

A  memorial  from  the  field-officers  now  prifonerson  parole  on  Long- 
Ifland,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  at  the  particular  joint  requeft  of 
fiieir  brethren  in  like  fituaticn,   was  read: 

Vol.  IV.  F  2 
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Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Duer. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  and  one  of  the  1 1th,  from  general  Schuyler, 
were  read,  the  latter  containing  Indian  intelligence  : 

Ordered.^  That  the  letter  of  the  1 1th,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  John  Sherman  was  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Conway,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  army  ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent, 

Resolved.,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  pofbponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAr,  May  27,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  Peter  Boyer,  was  read,  informing,  that 
the  fituation  of  his  family  and  private  affairs  obliges  him  to  decline 
accepting  the  truft  of  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  northern-diftrift,  to 
which  Congrefs  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint  him. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  William  Greene,  Efq;  governor  of 
Rhode-Ifland,  Sec.  was  read,  informing  Congrefs  of  his  being  eledled 
to  that  office. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  governor  Livingfton,  and  one,  of  the 
24th,  from  general  Walhington,  were  read,  the  latter  enclofing  a. 
memorial  from  the  field-officers  of  the  North-Carolina  battalions, 
refpefting  captain  Vanie  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Waflilngton,  with  the  pa- 
pers enclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Hun- 
tington. 

Resohedy  That  Mr.  Bartlett,  for  New-Hampfhire,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
for  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  room  of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  for 
New-York,  in  room  of  Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Drayton,  for  South- 
Carolina,  in  room  of  Mr.  Laurens,  be  appointed  members  of  the 
marine-committee. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  an  extraft 
of  a  letter  of  April  the  10th,  from  colonel  Morgan,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  700  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Henry,  delegate 
from  Maryland,  on  his  application  ;   the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  200,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  J.  Nourfe,  pay- 
niafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted 
to  William  Palfrey,  Eiq;  pay-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  de- 
partment ;  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  24,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  J.  Nourfe,  pay-maf- 
ter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  on  the  application  of  the  faid 
board  ;   it  being  the  remainder  of  the  fum  to  be  advanced  agreeably 


E 
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to  a  refolution  oFCongrefs  of  the  6th  of  April  lafl:,  and  to  be  by  him 
tranfmitted  to  brigadier  count  Pulafki,  to  complete  the  raifing  and 
equipping  his  legion  ;  the  faid  brigadier  count  Pulalki  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  army,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

.«|i  Establishment  of  the  American  Army. 

I.    INFANTRY. 

Resolved,  That   each   battalion  of   infantry  fhall    confifi;    of  nine 
companies,  one  of  which  fhall  be  of  light-infantry  ;  the  light-infantry 
to  be  kept  complete  by  drafts  from  the  battalion,    and  organized  du- 
ring the  campaign  into  corps  of  light-infantry  : 
That  the  battalion  of  infantry  confift  of 

Pay  per  month. 
1    Colonel  and  captain,  -  -  75  dollars. 

1    Lieutenant-colonel  and  captain,  -  60 

1    Major  and  captain,  -  -  50 

^  <^  6   Captains,  each  -  40 

1    Captain-lieutenant,  -  -  26-| 

8   Lieutenants,  each  -  26-| 

[_9   Enligns,  each  -  -  20 

Pay-mafter,  "|    to  be  ta-    C  20  dols.  1    In  addition  to  their 

Adjutant,  [■  ken  from   "j     13  W       pay  as  officers  in 

Quarter-mafter,  J    the  line.     (.13  J         the  line. 

1  Surgeon,  -  -  '  -         60  dollars. 

1  Surgeon's-mate,  -  -40 

1  Serjeant-major,  -  -  -  10 

1  Quarter-mafter-ferjeant,        -  -  10 

-  10 

9 
9 

7i 
7| 

Each  of  the  field-officers  to  command  a  company. 
The  lieutenant  of  the  colonel's  company,  to  have  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain-lieutenant. 

II.    ARTILLERY. 

That  a  battalion  of  artillery  confift  of 

1  Colonel, 

1  Lieutenant-colonel, 

1  Major, 

1 2  Captains,  each 

12  Captain-lieutenants,    each 

12  Firft-lieutenants,  each 

36  Second-lieutenants,     each 


27  Serjeants, 

each 

1  Drum-major, 

- 

1  Fife-major, 

- 

18  Drums  and  fifes, 

each 

27  Corporals, 

each 

477  Privates, 

each 

£ 

o 
U 


Pay-mafter,  "1    to  be  ta-    f  2 

Adjutant,  V-  ken  from   <     1 

Quarter-mafter,  J    the  line.     (_   1 


; 

Pay  per  month. 
100  dollars. 

- 

75 

- 

6H 
50 

- 

53^ 

334 

331 

25  dols.   ' 

In  addition  to  their 

16 

pay  as  officers  in 

16 

the  line. 
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1  Surgeon, 

I  Surgeon's-mate, 

1  Serjeant-major, 

1  Quarter-mafter-ferjeant, 

1  Fife-major, 

1  Drum-major, 

72  Serjeants, 

72  Bombardiers, 

72  Corporals, 

72  Gunners, 
24   Drums  and  fifes, 

336  Matroffes, 


each 
each 
each 
each 
each 
each 

III.    CAVALRY. 

That  a  battalion  of  cavalry  confift  of 


75  dollars. 
50 
1  l^' 
1  11-^ 

10|| 
10 
9   * 

9 


81 


g 
g 
o 
U 
1 


Pay-mafter,  1    to  be  ta-    ("25  dols.  "1 

Adjutant,  l  ken  from  -j     1 5  V 

Quarter-mafter,  J    the  line.     (_   15  J 


1    Colonel, 

1    Lieutenant-colonel, 
1    Major, 

6  Captains,  each 

12  Lieutenants,         each 
6  Cornets,  each 

Riding-mafter, 

25  dols. 
5 
Quarter-mailer,  J    the  line.     (     15 
1  Surgeon, 
1    Surgeon's-mate, 
1    Saddler, 
1    Trumpet-major, 
6   Farriers, 

6  Quarter-mafter-ferjeants, 
6  Trumpeters, 
12   Serjeants, 
30   Corporals, 
324  Dragoons, 

IV.    PROVOST. 

Resohed,  That  a  provoft  be  eftablifhed, 


each 
each 
each 
each 
each 
each 


1   Captain  of  provofts, 

4  Lieutenants, 
I   Clerk, 

1  Quarter-mafter-ferjeant, 

2  Trumpeters, 
2   Serjeants, 

5  Corporals, 
43  Provofts  or  privates, 

4   Executioners, 
This  corps  to  be  mounted  on  horfe-back, 
light-dragoons. 


each 


each 
each 
each 
each 
each 


Pay  per  month. 
934  dollars. 
75" 
60 
50 
33-1 
26f 

.  .  ^^^ 
In  addition  to  their 

pay  as   officers  in 

the   line. 

60  dollars. 

40 

10 

11 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 
84- 


to  confift  of 

Pay  per  month. 
50  dollars. 
33i 
33^ 
15 
10 
15 
10 

H 
10 

and  armed  and  accoutred  as 
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Eesohedy  That  in  the  engineering  department  three  companies  be 
eftabliflied,  each  to  coniill  of 

Pay  per  month. 
1   Captain,  -  -  50  dollars.  ■ 

3  Lieutenants,  each  -  -        33-| 

4  Serjeants,  each  -  10 
4   Corporals,               each                   -                             -  9 

60   Privates,  each  -  8| 

Thefe  companies  to  be  inftruAed  in  the  fabrication  of  field-works, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  manual  and  mechanical  part.  Their  bufinefs 
fhall  be  to  inftrndt  the  fatigue-parties  to  do  their  duty  with  celerity 
and  exaclnefs  :  to  repair  injuries  done  to  the  works  by  the  enemy's  fire, 
and  to  profecute  works  in  the  face  of  it.  The  commiffioned-officers 
to  be  flciUed  in  the  nccelTary  branches  of  the  mathematics  :  the  non- 
commiffioned-ofticers  to  write  a  good  hand. 

Resolved,  Fhat  the  adjutant  and  quarter-mafler  of  a  regim.ent  be 
nominated  by  the  field-officers  out  of  the  fubalterns,  and  prefented  to 
the  commander  in  chief  or  the  commander  in  a  feparate  department 
for  approbation  ;  and  that  being  approved  of,  they  Ihall  receive  irom 
him  a  warrant  agreeable  to  fuch  nomination. 

That  the  pay-mafter  of  a  regiment  be  chofen  by  the  officers  of  the 
regiment  out  of  the  captains  or  fubalterns,  and  appointed  by  warrant 
as  above  :  the  officers  are  to  rifque  their  pay  in  his  hands  :  the  pay- 
mafters  to  have  the  charge  of  the  clothing,  and  to  diftribute  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  brigade-major  be  appointed  as  heretofore  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  commander  in  a  feparate  department,  oat  of 
the  captains  in  the  brigade  to  which  he  ihall  be  appointed. 

That  the  brigade  quarter-maRer  be  appointed  by  the  quaiter-mafter- 
general,  out  of  the  captains  or  fubalterns  in  the  brigade  to  which  he 
fliall  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  two  aids-de-camp  be  allowed  to  each  major-general, 
who  fliall  for  the  future  appoint  them  out  of  the  captains  or  fubalterns. 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  officers  in  the  line,  there 
be  allowed  to 

An  aid-de-camp,  24  dollars  per  month. 

Brigade-major,  24 

Brigade-quarter-maHer,  1 5 

Resolved,  That  when  any  of  the  ftaff-officers  appointed  from  the 
line  are  piomoted  above  the  ranks  in  the  line  out  of  which  they  are 
refpeftively  appointable,  their  ftaff  appointments  ffiall  thereupon  be 
vacated. 

The  prefent  aids-de-camp  and  brigade-majors  to  receive  their  prc- 
fent  pay  and  rations. 

Resolved,  That  aids-de-camp,  brigade-majors,  and  brigade-quarter- 
mafters,  heretofore  appointed  from  the  line,  fluill  hold  their  prefent 
ranks  and  be  admiffible  into  the  line  again  in  the  fame  rank  they  htld 
when  taken  from  the  line  ;  provided  that  no  aid,  brigade-major,  or 
quarter-mafter,  fhall  have  the  command  of  any  officers  who  comman- 
ded him  while  in  the  line. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  adjutant-general  fiiallbe  appointed  from 
^e  line,  he  may  continue  to  hold  his  rank  and  commiffion  in  tlie  line. 
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Resolved,  That  when  fupernuinerary  lieutenants  are  continued  un- 
der this  arrangement  of  the  battalions,  who  are  to  do  the  duty  of  enligns, 
they  Ihall  be  entitled  to  hold  their  rank  and  receive  the  pay  fuch  rank 
entitled  them  to  receive. 

Resohed,  That  no  more  colonels  be  appointed  in  the  infantry  ;  but 
where  any  fuch  commillion  is  or  Ihall  become  vacant,  the  battalion 
fhall  be  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel,  who  fball  be  allowed  the 
fame  pay  as  is  now  granted  to  a  colonel  of  infantry,  and  fhall  rife  in 
promotion  from  that  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  :  and  fuch  battalion  fiiall 
have  only  two  field-officers,  viz.  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  but  it 
ftiall  have  an  additional  captain. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,   31ay   28,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  brigadier  Weedon,  was  read;  whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  for  committing"  it  :  but  on  motion, 

Resohed,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuflment  by  the  auditor-general  and  commif- 
fioners  of  claims, 

Ordered,  That  I  145-^|-  dollars,  be  paid  to  capt.  John  Folger,  being 
the  balance  of  his  account  for  his  fervice  and  expenfes,  from  Odtober 
2m,  1777,  to  June  1ft,  1778. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  major  Henry  Lee's  corps  of  Partizan  light-dragoony 
confift  of  three,  iniiead  of  two,  troops  : 

That  thofe  troops  be  formed  on  the  old  eftablifliment,  with  the  ufual- 
allowance  of  officers  ;  and  that  thofe  wanted  iivaddition  to  the  prefent 
officers  in  the  corps  be  appointed  by  gen.  Waffiington,  who  is  alfo 
authorized  to  appoint  a  proper  perfon  to  aft  as  (juarter-m after  to  the 
corpsy  with  the  rank  of  cornet. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  refpecting  the  clo- 
their-general's  department,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  further  piirchafes  of  clothing,  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  clothier-general,  his  deputies  or  agents,  be 
forthwith  fufpended  ;  and  that  they  be  direcled  immediately  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  their  accounts  to  the  board  of  treafury,  to  be  liqui- 
dated and  fettled. 

Resolved,  That  the  hides  belonging  to  the  United  States  be  ap- 
plied towards  furniflnng  the  army  with  Ihoes,  as  heretofore,  under  the 
diredion  of  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that  the  laid  board  do  purchafe 
or  caufe  to  be  purchafed  ftioes,  ftockings  and  linen  for  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  army,  until  the  clothing  de^partment  fliall  be  properly  ar- 
ranged and  organized. 

The  committee  on   the  treafury    brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  1  6,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  marine-committee, 
to  be  by  them  paid  to  William  Smith,  Efq;  of  Baltimore,  on  account 
of  flour  and  iron  he  has  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  in  the  eaf- 
tern-department  ;   the  laid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  750-||.  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to 
enable  them  to  pay  Andrew  l^  James  Caldwell  the  freight  of  fundry 
medicines  imported  in  their  Hoop  from  Martinico,  on  public  account; 
the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 
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Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele£lion  of  a  commiffary-general  of  pri- 
foners,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  major  John  Beatty  was  eleded. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elcdtion  of  a  fecretary  to  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  captain  Robert  Smith 
was  elefted. 

Resolved^  That  until  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance be  duly  qualified  and  enter  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  all 
military  commiffions  he  attefled  by  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  ISch,  from 
gen.   Wafhington,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  all  the  linen,  lliirts,  ftockings,  (lioes  and  blankets, 
lately  imported  on  account  of  thefe  United  States  now  in  Bofton, 
Portfmouth,  or  in  any  other  places  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
or  New-Hampfhire,  in  whofe  hands  foever  the  fame  may  be,  be  im- 
mediately fent  forward  to  the  clothier-general  or  his  order,  to  be  by 
him  delivered  out,  if  neceffary,  for  the  ufe  of  the  main  army  ;  and 
that  the  other  articles  of  imported  clothing  only,  whether  they  Ihould 
bave  been  delivered  out  to  any  perfons  in  the  clothing  department  or 
others  or  not,  be  removed  with  all-convenient  fpeed  to  Springfield,  in 
the  county  of  Hampflilre,  in  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  there  to 
be  flored  if  praAicable,  under  the  conftant  care  of  a  fultable  ftore- 
keeper,  who  (hall  fee  that  they  be  properly  aired  and  otherwife  at- 
tended to,  fo  that  they  receive  no  damage  by  being  ftored  ;  and  the 
perfon  or  perfons  in  whofe  care  the  fame  clothing  Ihall  be,  is  hereby 
ftriAly  forbidden  to  deliver  out  any  part  of  the  fame  v/ithout  the 
fpecial  order  of  Congrefs  or  the  board  of  war. 

If  the  laft  mentioned  clothing  cannot  all  be  conveniently  ftored  in 
Springfield,  that  then  the  refidue  be  ftored  at  Worcefter,  in  the  fame 
ftate,  in  like  manner  and  fubjeft  to  the  fame  directions  as  that  part 
which  may  be  ftored  at  Springfield.  The  packages  are  to  be  carefully 
preferved  for  future  tranfportation. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  attend  to,  and  give  proper  direc- 
tions for  the  punctual  execution  of  the  foregoing  order. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that  clothing  and  other  articles  imported 
into  MafTachufetts-Bay,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
delivered  partly  to  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-diftricl,  partly  to  the 
board  of  war  of  that  ftate,  and  partly  to  the  continental  agent  there, 
and  that  parcels  thereof  have  been  iffued  by  the  faid  navy-board  with- 
out the  order  of  Congrefs,  committee  of  commerce,  or  of  the  board  of 
war,  from  all  which  great  confufion,  mifapplicatlon  and  wafte  may 
cnfue  ;   therefore. 

Ordered,  That  for  the  future,  all  fuch  importations,  where  not 
otherwife  diretled,  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  continental 
agent  or  his  order  only  ;  and  the  faid  agent  is  hereby  ftriclly  forbid- 
den to  deliver  out  any  part  thereof,  without  the  fpecial  order  of  Con- 
grefs, the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  or  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,   May  29,    1778. 
A  memorial  from  William  Tifdale,  Efq;  judge  of  the  court  of  ad- 
■liraky  for  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  and  John  Cooke,  Efq;  proiior  and 
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advocate  in  the  fald  court,  in  behalf  of  John  Cochran,  Cornerius  Am- 
ble, Ilauc  M'Key  and  Nathaniel  Moore,  was  read,  fetting-  forth,  that 
the  faid  John  Cochran,  Sec.  brought  into  that  port  and  libelled  in  the 
court  of  admiralty  a  iloop  called  the  Tryal,  which  was  condemned  in 
the  faid  court,  and  two-thirds  of  the  net  proceeds  adjudged  to  the  uie 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  third  to  the  ufe  of  the  libellants, 
and  praying,  for  fundry  fpecial  reafons  therein  let  forth,  that  the  two- 
thirdo  adjudged  to  the  ufe  of  the  United  States  may  be  given  up  to  the 
ufe  of  the  faid  libellants  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  memorial  be  granted. 
Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  and  his  agents  continue  to  make 
up  and  iffue  the  clothing  which  they  have  already  purchafed  and  now 
have  in  their  ftores,  any  thing  in  the  refoiution  of  the  28th  Inft.  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for 
regulating  continental  expreffes,  and  to  enquire  into  and  redlify  abufes 
in  the  general  pod-office  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wither- 
fpoon  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
lately  lent  to  camp,  relative  to  the  cftablilliment  of  the  army  ;  where- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  rations  be  re-committed. 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  gov. 
Cafwell's  letter  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  non-commiffioned-officers  and  other  men  belong- 
ing to  the  battalions  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  now  in  camp,  be  forth- 
with reduced  and  formed  by  the  commander  in  chief  into  as  many  bat- 
talions as  they  will  complete,  according  to  the  number  compofmg  the 
old  battalions  ;  and  that  fuch  new-formed  battalions  be  officered  agree- 
ably to  the  new  arrangement  of  tlie  battalions  ;  and  that  all  the  fupernu- 
raerary  officers  be  immediately  ordered  to  return  to  the  flate  of  N.  Ca- 
rolina, to  officer  the  men  raifed  by  that  flate  to  complete  their  quota  of 
the  continental  batcalions,  there  to  remain  till  the  further  order  of  Con- 
grefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  be  required  to  fill  up  four 
battalions,  and  no  more,  upon  the  new  eftabliffiment,  in  addition  to 
thofe  now  in  camp,  and  to  officer  the  fame  with  fuch  of  their  contiiien- 
tal  officers  as  may  be  ordered  from  camp  as  fupernumeraries  of  the  bat- 
talions there,  or  as  are  within  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  or  with  fuch 
other  perfons  as  they  ftiall  tliink  i^roper  ;  and  that  the  faid  four  batta- 
lions remain  within  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  at  fuch  places  as  the  go- 
vernor rhall  direft,  until  the  farther  order  of  Congrefs  : 

Resolved,  That  the  officers,  who  have  been  appointed  by  the  faid 
ftate  of  N.  Carolina  to  battalions  raifed  by  that  ftate,  and  who  ffiall  not 
be  annexed  either  to  their  battalions  in  camp  or  to  one  of  the  faid  four 
battalions,  ftiall  not  be  conftdered  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  United  States, 
but  as  difmiifed   therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  paid  to  capt.  Reading  Blount,  in 
lieu  of  gov.  Cafwell's  draught  for  500^000  dollars,  made  in  purfuance 
of  a  refoiution  of  the  the  general  aftembly  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  j 
the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 
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Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letters  from  Mr.  prefident  Lowndes,  and  from  generals  Howe  and 
Moultrie  ;  -whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  immediate  enquiry  be  made  what  ftores  are  now 
in  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina  belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  and  that, 
for  this  purpofe,  theconnnanding-officer  of  the  troops  and  the  continen- 
tal agent  in  that  {late  be  required  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  a  full  and 
proper  account  of  the  fame  ;  and  that  the  prefident  of  that  ftate  be  re- 
quefted  to  forward  this  bufinefs  by  his  countenance  and  authority. 

Resolved,,  That  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina  be  requefted  to  continue,  as 
heretofore,  to  advance  Avhatever  monies  may  be  neceffary  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate  ;  and  alfo  for  whatever  con- 
tingent expenfes  relative  to  the  troops  fhall  accrue  on  the  continental 
account ;  and  to  fupervife  and  examine  the  expenditure  thereof;  and 
that  a  regular  account  of  all  fuch  expenditures  be  tranfmitted  to  Con- 
grefs up  to  the  31ft  day  of  Dec.  in  every  year,  together  with  the  vouch- 
ers for  the  fame  ;  and  after  the  faid  accounts  have  been  liquidated  and 
adjufted  by  Congrefs,  the  fame  fhall  be  allowed  out  of  the  annual  quota 
to  be  demanded  by  Congrefs  of  the  faid  ftate  ;  and  if  fuch  expenditures 
fliall  exceed  the  quota  of  that  ftate,  the  balance  fliall  either  be  imme- 
diately remitted  to  the  faid  ftate,  or  carried  to  its  credit  in  the  conti- 
nental account : 

That  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina  be  allowed  to  retain  the  500,000  dol- 
lars, their  quota  for  the  prefent  year,  as  part  payment  of  their  account 
now  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  prefident  Lowndes  a£led  with  propriety  and  a 
true  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  in  refufing  to  advance 
any  further  funis  of  money  to  col.  Huger,  deputy  quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral,  until  he  accounted  for  what  he  had  before  received ;  and  that 
the  prefident,  by  the  refolution  of  the  9th  of  Feb.  laft,  has  a  power  of 
fufpending  from  pay  and  employment  for  mifbehaviour  or  negleft  of 
duty  any  officer  in  the  quarter-mafter-general's  department,  or  in  the 
conimlffary-generars  department,  or  any  officer  of  the  ftafF  or  other 
civil  officer,  within  his  ftate  appointed  by  the  head  of  his  department 
and  not  immediately  by  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  gov.  Houfton 
and  major-general  Howe,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  brought  in  a  re- 
port ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  all  military -officers  and  foldiers  in  thefervice  of  the 
United  States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  ftate  in  which  they  refide  in  common  with  other  citizens  ;  but  as  to 
the  propriety  of  undertaking  diftant  expeditions  or  enterprizes,  or  other 
military  operations,  and  the  mode  of  conducting  them,  the  general  or 
commanding-officer  mufi  finally  judge  and  determine  at  his  peril  : 

That  after  a  careful  examination  by  their  committee  of  the  letters 
of  gov.  Houfton  and  major-general  Howe,  and  the  papers  enclofed  ; 
Congrefs  do  not  find  that  gen.  Howe  has  been  Avanting  in  that  atten- 
tion and  refpeft  to  the  authority  of  Georgia,  which  is  due  from  the 
commanding-officer. 

Resolved,  That  gov.  Houfton  be  afi'ured  that  Congrefs  are  not  un- 
mindful of  the  particular  condition  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  but  have 
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for  fome  tune  paft  had  it  in  contemplation  and  are  difpofed  to  afford 
that  flate  luch  aid,  and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  as  fliall  give  them  ef- 
fetlual  relief  as  foon  as  it  will  be  prudent,  confiftently  with  the  great 
and  general  interefts  of  the  United  States, 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  major-gene- 
ral Greene,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Udney  Hay,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas  Congrefs,  in  the  prefent  arrangement  of  the  quarter-maf- 
ter-general's  department,  have  given  the  quarter-mafter-general  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  fubordinate  officers  of  that  department  ; 

Hesolved,  That  Udney  Hay,  Efq;  who,  under  the  former  arrange- 
ment of  vhe  faid department,  Avas  appointed  affiftant  deputy  quarter-maf- 
ter-general at  Ticonderoga,  and  a  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  cannot 
now  hold  that  office  by  virtue  of  the  faid  appointment,  nor  be  entitled 
to  any  privilege  or  emolument,  which  either  does  at  prefent  or  may 
hereafter  accrue  to  any  officer  of  the  fame  rank  in  the  line. 

Resolved,  That  no  perfons,  hereafter  appointed  upon  the  civil-ftaff 
of  the  army,  fliall  hold  or  be  entitled  to  any  rank  in  the  army  by  vir- 
tue of  fuch  ftaff  appointment. 

The  marine-committee  report,  that  they  have  converfed  with  capt. 
Landais,  an  experienced  fea-officer,  and  Ikilled  in  the  conftruftion  of 
(liips  of  war,  and  that  he  has  demonftrated  to  their  fatisfaction,  that 
the  74  gun-ffilp  now  on  the  ftocks  at  Portfmouth,  in  N.  Hampfliire,may 
be  more  profitably  for  the  public,  conftrudled  a  two-decker,  carrying 
twenty-eight  24  pounders  upon  the  lower  battery,  and  twenty-eight 
18  pounders  on  the  upper  deck  ;  in  the  whole  5  6  guns  :"  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  fhip  hei-etofore  intended  for  one  of  74  guns,  be 
conftrudled  to  carry  5  6  guns  only,  upon  two  batteries,  that  is  to  fay, 
twenty-eight  24  pounders  upon  the  lower  deck,  and  twenty-eight  18 
pounders  upon  the  upper  deck. 

Resolved,  That  the  new  continental  frigate  built  at  Saliibury,  in 
the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  and  lately  launched,  be  called,  "  The 
Alliance." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Peters  have  leave  of  abfence  from  the  board 
of  war,  for  a  fhort  time,  on  bufmefs  of  importance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,  May  30,    1778. 

Mr.  Wentworth,  a  delegate  from  N.  Hampfliire,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  24th,  from 
gen.  Wafliington,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  relative  to  captain  Vance, 
brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  to  take  into  confideration 
the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  April, 
from  the  prefident  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
brought  in  a  report ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  reafons  affigned  by  the  prefident  and  coun- 
cil, Congrefs  approve  of  their  placing  about  500  of  the  Britidi  troops 


MAY   1778.  531 

of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  in  the  barracks  at  Rutland,  and  -the 
erefting  temporary  barracks  at  that  place  for  the  remainder  of  the 
Britilh  : 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  the  Heffians  being  continued  in  their  pre- 
fent  ftations,  if  no  other  places  more  fafe  and  convenient  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  Boflon  can  be  had  ;  but  do  not  think  it  of  public  utility 
to  permit  thefe  troops  to  proceed  immediately  to  Great-Britain  : 

That  the  prefident  and  council  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  be  requeftedto 
caufe  the  barracks,  in  which  the  troops  of  the  convention  may  be  fta- 
tionedj  to  be  picketed  in,  and  to  take  efFe£lual  meafures  to  render  an 
efcape  imorafticable. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideratlon  a  report  from  the  board  of  treafury, 
relative  to  the  managers  of  the  lottery  ;  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  F.   L.   Lee  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  have  leave  of  abfence. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  from  John  Sher- 
oian,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  1000  dollars  be  advanced  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treafury  to  Mr.  John  Sherman,  on  a  loan  for  two  years,  free  of 
intereft,  to  enable  him  to  profecute  his  bufinefs  ;  and  that  Mr.  Sher- 
man execute  a  bond  to  the  treafurer,  for  the  tife  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  payment  of  the  above  fum,  in  fuch  warlike  implements  or  ftores, 
and  at  fuch  prices  and  periods  of  delivery,  as  fliall  be  contrafted  for 
between  the  board  of  war  and  the  faid  John  Sherman  ;  and  in  default 
of  fuch  contradl,  the  money  to  be  re-paid  on  demand. 

The  commifTioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor- 
general,  report. 

That  they  have  liquidated  the  accounts  of  capt.  Harman  Courter's 
cxpenfes  while  in  the  public  fervice,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  due 
to  him,  amounting  to  2  14-|^|.  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  report  a  proper  fum  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  capt.  Courter's  time  and  trouble  in  bringing  difpatches 
from  the  commiffioners  at  Paris  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  report  a  plan  for  the 
payment  of  the  fums  that  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  due  to  officers 
and  foldlers  of  the  United  State;;,,  for  their  pay  and  rations  whilft  in 
captivity. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  :  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Efq;  com- 
miflioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  for  7l90|-|-dollars,  in  favour  of  Parfon  Jones  and  Enoch  Ilfey, 
in  difcharge  of  a  draught  of  his  excellency  R.  Cafwell,  governor  of  N. 
Carolina,  dated  Newbern,  the  4th  of  May,  1778,  for  j^.  2876  :  5/, 
N.  Carolina  currency,  in  favour  of  Richard  and  James  Ellis,  expref- 
fed  to  be  for  clothing  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  the  faid 
ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  fpace  of  one  month,  commencing  on  Mon- 
day next,  Congrefs  meet  at  ten  o'clock  and  fit  till  one,  and  on  the  fame 
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day,  except  Wednefdays  and  Saturdays,  meet  at  three  and  adjourn  at 
fix,  P.  M.  and  that  Congrefs  be  not  on  any  account  whatever,  con- 
tinued over  the  times  fixed,  if  one  flate  infifts  on  adjourning, 
ij^djourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  June  I,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  May  21ft,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  enclofing  an  ac- 
count of  brigadier  M'Intofh,  for  his  expenfes  from  Georgia  to  head- 
quarters, and  fundry  other  papers,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  brigadier  M'lntofli,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  treafury,  and  that  gen.  Wafhington's  letter,  with  the 
other  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  May  the  28th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  and  one,  of  the 
26th,  from  gov.   Livingfton,  were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  inftruftions  to  the  commifTion- 
ers  in  Europej  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  re-committed,  and  that  three  members  be, 
for  this  purpofe,  added  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  who  re- 
ported the  fame  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.   Smith. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  com.mlttee  to  whom  the  inftrudlions  to  the  commiflioners  of 
the  United  States  at  the  feveral  courts  in  Europe  Avere  re-committed, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  after 
feme  debate  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  June  2,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  May  the  27th,  from  gen.  Gates,  at  Fiili-kill,  enclo- 
fing copies  of  letters  that  paffed  between  him  and  gen.  Walhington, 
and  between  him  and  gov.  Trumbull,  with  fundry  other  papers,  was 
read,  and  alfo  a  letter  of  May  the  23d,  from  gen.  Conway  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  adjutant-general  in 
the  northern-department,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant-colonel  Troup, 
who  declines,  and  whofe  commiflion  is  returned  by  gen.  Gates  ;  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  William  Malcolm  was  eledled. 

The  board  of  war  having  reprefented,  that  the  corps  of  artificers  is 
fufHcient  for  the  proteftion  of  the  magazines  and  ftores  at  Carlille, 

Resolved,  That  major  Wilfon's  corps,  raifed  as  guards  for  the  ftores 
and  magazines  at  Carlifle,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  be  difmiffed 
from  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  herein-after-mentioned  be  entitled  to 
draw  one  ration  a-day,  and  no  more  ;  that  where  they  fliall  not  draw 
fuch  ration,  they  fhall  not  be  allowed  any  compenfation  in  lieu  there- 
of ;  and  to  the  end,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  live  in  a  manner  be- 
coming therr  ftation  : 
■  Resolved,   That  the   following   fums  be  paid  to  them    monthly  for 


JUNE   irrs.  233 

their  fubfiitence,  to  Avlt,  to  every  colonel,  50  dollars  ;  to  every  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, 40  dollars  ;  to  every  major,  30  dollars  ;  to  every  cap- 
tain, 20  dollars  ;  and  to  every  lieutenant  and  enfign,  10  dollars  ;  to 
every  regimental-furgeon,  30  dollars  ;  to  every  regimental-furgeon's- 
mate,    10  dollars  ;  and  to  every  chaplain  of  brigade,  50  dollars. 

-Resolved,  That  fubfiftence-money  be  allowed  to  officers  and  others 
on  the  ftafF,  in  lieu  of  extra  rations,  and  that  henceforward  none  of 
them  be  allowed  to  draw  more  than  one  ration  a-day. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  arrangement  report  to  Congrefs,  as 
foon  as  pofTible,  fuch  an  allowance  as  they  ftall  think  adequate  to  the 
flation  of  the  refpeftive  ofllcers  and  perfons  employed  on  the  ftafF. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor- 
general,  report, 

That  there  is  due,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  G.  Duffield,  as  chaplain  to  Con- 
grefs, from  Oct.  the  1ft,  1777,  to  April  30th,  1778,  included,  ex- 
clulive  of  rations  due  to  him,  being  feven  months,  at  60  dollars  per 
month,  420  dollars,  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Witherfpoon, 
at  the  requeft  of  Mr,  Duffield  : 

To  Peter  Scriber,  for  making  a  box  for  a  paper-mould  for  bills  of 
exchange,  ftx  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  30,395|-|  dollars,  be  paid  to  Reading  Blount,  in  dif- 
charge  of  a  draught  of  his  excellency  R.  Cafwell,  governor  of  ilie  ftate 
of  North-Carolina,  in  favour  of  Nicholas  Long,  deputy  pay-mafter-ge- 
neral  of  that  ftate,  for  the  fum  of  j^.  1400,  and  ^.  10,758  :  5  :  6,  N. 
Carolina  currency,  exprefledto  be  for  the  purchafe  of  waggons  and  the 
balance  of  the  faid  N.  Long's  accounts  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  actountable. 

Ordered,  That  1500  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Harman  Courter,  in 
compenfation  for  his  public  fervices,  and  to  defray  his  expenfes  at 
Bofton. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day,  for  taking  into  conftderation 
the  articles  of  confederation,  be  poftponed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  an  interpreter  and  tranllator  of  languages  to  Con- 
grefs be  appointed  ;  that  his  pay  be  100  dollars  per  month  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Paul  Fooks  was  clefted. 

A  letter,  of  May  31ft,  from  general  Walhington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Witlierfpoon  and  Mr.  J. 
Smith. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conllderation  of  the  InftruAions  of  the  commif- 
fioners of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  conOderation  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjcurned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morro'.v. 

WEDJrESVAT,  June  3,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  May  the  28thj  from  governor  Trurnbnll,  enciofing-  a  Ici- 
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ter    from  Mr.  William  Tryon,  of  New-York,   and  governor  Trum- 
bull's ani'wer,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  May  the  28th,  from  general  Wadiington,  and  one,  of 
the  16th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  May  the  27th,  from  J.  Wadfworth,  com milTary -general 
of  purchafes,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

A  letter,  of  May  the  17th,  from  general  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  en- 
clofing  a  meffage  from  him  to  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Harman  Courter,  was  read,  praying  to  be 
honoured  with  the  comraiffion  of  a  captain,  to  be  employed  when  there 
may  be  a  fufficient  number  of  fliips  for  thofe  now  holding  that  rank, 
■who  maybe  capable  of  the  important  truft  ;  and  in  the  interim,  notto 
receive  any  pay  which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  fuch  commifTion  until 
be  is  called  into  atlual  fervlce  : 

On  motion,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted, 

PafTedinthe  negative. 

Ordered,  That  printed  pamphlets,  containing  HUs  of  the  prize* 
drawn  by  the  adventurers  in  the  firft  clafs  of  the  lottery  of  the  United 
States,  be  tranfmitted  by  the  managers  to  the  aflemblies,  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  loan-offices,  pofl-mafters  and  lottery  agents,  and  to  every  per- 
fon  intruded  with  the  fale  of  tickets  in  the  feveral  ftates,  for  the  fre-e 
infpeclion  of  the  feveral  adventurers  ;  and  that  the  printers  in  the  feve- 
ral ftates  be  requefted  to  publifli  the  whole  in  weekly  portions. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  May  Sift,  from 
g:en.  Wafliington,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  two  members  be  added 
to  the  committee  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

The  comniffioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor- 
general,  report. 

That  there  is  due,  to  Martin  Brenicife,  for  his  ferviees  as  door-keep- 
er. Sec.  to  Congrefs,  from  March  the  1ft,  to  May  the  31ft,  inclufive, 
92  days,   l53|o  dollars: 

To  Claypoole  and  Gift,  a  balance  of  I4|g-  dollars,  for  their  fervice 
and  expenfes  on  a  journey  to  and  from  Baltimore,  occ.  by  order  of  the 
board  of treafury  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TiiuRSDAT,  June  4,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  I  ft,  from  brigadier  count  Pulafki,  and  one  of  Majr 
the  23d,  from  captain  Touzard,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Wafliington,  and  one,  of  the   1ft, 
from  Mr.  Refolve  Smith,  were  read. 
'  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
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journal,  and  extradV  from  thence,  in  order  for  publication,  all  the  re- 
folutions  relative  to  the  government  of  the  army,  the  regulations  of 
the  quartcr-mafter's,  commiffary's  and  clothier's  departments,  and  to 
the  pay  and  fettlements  of  the  accounts  of  the  army  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  V/ent- 
worth. 

"A  letter,  of  the  III,  from  general  Greene,  quarter-maOer-general, 
was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  v/ho  are  directed 
to  report  thereon  with  all-convenient  difpatch. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  W.  Atlee,  deputy  commiffary  of  prifoners 
at  Lancafter,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  letter,  of  May  the  6th,  from  governor  Cafwell,  enclofing  a  refo- 
lution  of  the  general  affembly  of  North-Carolina,  in  favour  of  Mr.  dc 
Cambray,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial,  from  general  Conway,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  8583-|§  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of 
commerce,  to  pay  Cumberland  Dugan  the  valuation  of  his  brigantine 
Abigail,  chartered  and  infured  on  public  account,  and  which  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  as  appears  by  the  captain's  protefl ;  the  faid  com- 
mittee to  be  accountable  : 

That  4704  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  to 
pay  a  bill  drawn  on  them  by  Mr.  Stephen  Ceronio,  commercial  agent 
at  Cape-Francois,  dated  March  the  24th,  1777,  in  favour  of  Adam 
Badcock  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  enable  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance to  pay  the  fums  due  to  the  troops  ordered  to  march  to  Fort- 
Pitt  ;  the  faid  board  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  the  refolution  pafTed  May  the  2d,  for  paying  the 
prizes  in  the  firft  clafs  of  the  lottery,  and  for  drawing  the  fecond  clafs, 
be  publifhed. 

A  letter,  of  April  the  20th,  from  Dr.  Rufti  to  MefTrs.  Drayton, 
Huntington  and  Banifter,  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  his 
charges  againft  Dr.  Shippen,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ihree  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  board  of  war  having  reprefented  the  expediency  of  appointing 
commiffiioners  to  meet  the  Indians  at  Fort-Pitt,  and  to  attend  the  treaty 
propofed  by  the  late  commiflioners. 

Resolved,  That  three  commiflioners  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of 
holding  a  treaty  with  the  Delawares,  Shawanefe  and  other  Indians, 
who  may  afTemble  at  Fort-Pitt,  on  the  23d  of  July  next. 

Resolved^  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia 
be  authorized  and  requefted  to  appoint  two  gentlemen,  and  that  the 
executive  power  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  to  appoint  one  gentleman, 
of  fuitable  charadlers,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 


236  JOUHNALS  or  CONGRESS. 

Resolved^  That  Gongrefs  will  make  an  adequate  allowance  for  the 
fervicfs  and  expenfes  of  the  faid  conimiffioners. 

The  oonnnittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  27th,  from  J. 
Wadfworth,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  brought  in  a  repori,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon,  Gongrefs  came  to  the  following- 
refolution  : 

Whereas,  by  a  change  of  circumflances  in  the  commerce  of  thefe 
dates,  the  regulation  of  prices  lately  recommended  by  Gongrefs  may 
be  unneceffary  ;  and  the  meafure  not  being  yet  adopted  by  all  the 
dates  ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral 
ftates  that  have  adopted  it,  to  fufpend  or  repeal  their  laws  made  for 
that  purpofe. 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  2d,  from  W.  Atlee,  Avith  the  pa- 
pers enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  E.  Blaine,  Efq;  deputy  commiffary -general  of  pur- 
chafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  Avho  are  di- 
rected to  report  fpecially  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  refolutions  of  Gongrefs  for  the  arrangement  of 
the  army  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  affiftance  of  Mr.  J.  Reed  and  Mr.  Dana,  or  either  of  them,  is 
hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  proceed  in  arranging  the  fame  ac- 
cording to  the  faid  refolutions,  and  the  refolutions  of  the  10th  day  of 
Jan.  laft  ;  and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  the  committee  appointed  accor- 
ding to  the  refolutions  laft  mentioned,  do  tranfmit  to  the  commander 
in  chief  all  fuch  materials  as  may  be  in  their  poffeffion  relative  to  fuch 
arrangement  :  and  further. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  tranfmit  to  the  board  of 
war  lifts  of  the  officers  of  the  feveral  regiments  on  the  new  arrange- 
ment, that  new  commiffions  be  made  out  for  fuch  officers. 

A  petition,  from  Henry  Wats,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  ht  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re- committed  the  report  on  the  letter 
of  May  3  1ft,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  fhould  the  city  of  Philadelphia  be  evacuated  by  the 
enemy,  it  will  be  expedient  and  proper  for  the  commander  in  chief  to 
take  eflfeftual  care  that  no  infult, -pi  under  or  injury  of  any  kind  may  bs 
otFered  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city  : 

That,  in  order  to  prevent  public  or  private  injury  from  the  opera- 
tions of  ill-difpofed  perfons,  the  general  bedirefted  to  take  early  and  pro- 
per care  to  prevent  the  removal,  transfer  or  fale  of  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize  in  poffeffion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city,  until  the 
property  of  the  fame  fhall  be  afcertained  by  a  joint  committee,  con- 
fifling  of  perfons  appointed  by  Gongrefs,  and  of  perfons  appoin- 
ttd  bv  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to 
wit,  fo  far  as  to  determine  whether  any,  or  what  part  thereof  may  be- 
long to  the  king  of  Great-Britain  or  to  any  of  his  fubjefts. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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FRiDAr,  June  5,    1778. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  journals  and 
cxtra6l  refolutions  for  publication,  be  diicharged  ;  and  that  the  fecre- 
tary  deliver  to  the  auditor-general  luch  of  the  journals  of  Congrefs  as 
he  Ihall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  necefTary,  for  extrafting  refolutions 
relative  to  the  department  of  the  auditors  of  the  army,  paffed  fince  the 
firft  of  January,  1777. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, 27,520  dollars  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  of  the 
laid  board,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  brigadier  M'Intolh,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  two  regiments  in  the  dates  of  Virginia  andPennfyl- 
vania,  for  the  defence  of  the  weftern-frontiers,  agreeably  to  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  2d  of  May  laft  ;  brigadier  M'lntofla  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letter  of  May  27th,  from  J.  Wadfworth,  and  fome  progrefs 
being  made  therein. 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  two  members  be  added 
to  the  committee  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Dana. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SA^URDAr,  June  6,    1778. 

Mr.  Heyward,  a  delegate  from  S.  Carolina,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  encloUng  copies  of  let- 
ters that  paffed  between  him  and  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Clinton  ;  alio  a 
letter  of  May  the  27th,  from  lord  Howe,  and  one,  of  the  3d  of  June, 
from  gen.  fir  Henry  Clinton,  at  Philadelphia,  accompanied  with  three 
ai^s  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  retire  into  the  next  room,  and  prepare 
an  anfwer  to  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Clinton's  letters. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Conway,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania  to  the  dele- 
gates of  that  ftate  in  Congrefs,  and  a  memorial  and  petition  from  fun- 
dry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  June  2d,  relative  to  the 
fubliftence-money  to  be  allowed  to  officers  in  the  continental  fervice, 
be  extended  to  all  militia  or  other  troops  which  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  called  into  the  continental  fervice,  or  which  may  be  raifed  i^i  purfu- 
ance  of  a  fpecial  refolution  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  M'Intolh  he  authorized  to  purchafe,  and 
caufe  to  be  made  up,  on  the  mofl  reafonable -terms,  fuch  articles  of  the 
bounty-clothing  for  the  two  regiments  which  are  to  be  raifed  in  purfu^ 
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ance  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  2d  day  of  May  laft,  as  cannot 
be  fpeedily  procured  from  the  commilTary  of  clothing  ;  and  that  to  en- 
able brigadier  M'Intofh  to  execute  this  refolution,  the  fum  of  60,000 
dollars  be  advanced  ;  for  which  brigadier  M'Intolh  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  1125  dollars  be  paid  to  brigadier  L.  M*lnto{h,  in  dif- 
charo-e  of  a  bill  in  his  favour  drawn  by  Thomas  Reed,  afliftant  pay-maf- 
ter,  dated  camp,  the  19th  of  May,  1778  ;  W.  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter- 
general,  to  be  accountable. 

Another  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania  to  the 
delegates  of  that  (late,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  lord  Howe  and  gen. 
Clinton's  letters,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

MY   LORD, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  your  lordfhlp's  letter,  of  May  27th,  with 
the  afts  of  the  Britifli  parliament  enclofed,  before  Congrefs,  and  I  -am 
inftrufted  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that  they  have  already  expreffed 
their  fentiments  upon  bills  not  effentially  different  from  thofe  ads,  in  a 
publication  of  the  2 2d  of  April  laft. 

Your  lordfhip  may  be  affured,  that  when  the  king  of  Great-Britain 
fliall  be  ferioufly  difpofed  to  put  an  end  to  the  unprovoked  and  cruel 
war  waged  againft  thefe  United  States,  Congrefs  will  readily  attend  to 
fuch  terms  of  peace,  as  may  confift  with  the  honor  of  independent  na- 
tions, the  intereftof  their  conftituents,  and  the  facred  regard  they  mean 
to  pay  to  treaties.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ecc. 

Prefident. 

Ordered^  That  a  fimilar  letter  be  fent  to  fir  Henry  Clinton. 

A  letter,  of  May  27th,  from  col.  Malcolm,  -lately  appointed  deputy 
adjutant-general  in  the  northern-department,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  8,   1778. 

Mr.  Henry  Marchant,  a  delegate  from  R.  Illand  and  Providence 
Plantations,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of 
that  ftate,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 

"  I  certify,  that  at  the  general  eleftion  held  at  Providence,  within 
and  for  the  Rate  aforefaid,  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in  May  inft.  the  hon. 
Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq;  the  hon.  William  Ellery,  Efq;  the  hon.  Henry 
Marchant,  Efq;  and  the  hon.  John  Collins,  Efq;  were  chofen  delegates 
to  reprefent  the  faid  flate  in  Congrefs,  for  one  year,  as  appears  of  record. 
■  In  witnefs  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand,  this  eighth  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven- 
ty-eight.  Henry  Ward,  Secretary." 

A  letter,  of  May  26th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Providence, 
was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence,  and 
afterwards  to  the  board  of  war. 
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A  letter,  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  28th  of  February,  from  William 
Lee,  Efq;   at  Paris,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  May  28  th,  fixnn  Mr.  Chevalie,  fupercargo  of  the  fliip 
Fier  Roderique,  arrived  in  Hampton-road,  Virginia,  and  one  of  March 
23d,  from  MefTrs.  Beaumarchais  iS}"  Go.  by  the   faid  fliip,  were  read  : 

Ordered.^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Banifter  and  Mr.  Dana. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  May  28th,  from 
general  Wafliington,  having  reported  thereon,  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolutions  : 

It  appearing  by  general  Wafliington 's  letter  of  May  28th,  that 
lieutenant-colonel  John  Gibfon,  of  the  6th  Virginia  regiment,  has, 
fince  the  25th  day  of  October  laft,  been  entitled  to  the  commiflion  of 
a  colonel  in  that  line, 

Rosohedi  That  a  commiffion  of  colonel  in  the  Virginia  line  be  gran- 
ted to  lieutenant-colonel  John  Gibfon  ;  he  to  rank  as  colonel  from  the 
25th  day  of  Oftober,  1777. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  petition 
from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  having  reported  thereon,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refoliition : 

Resolved.)  That  one  company  of  foot  be  raifed  in  the  county  of  Nor- 
thumberland, in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  its  immediate  defence 
and  the  affiftance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  counties,  fo 
far  as  it  fliall  be  in  their  power,  againft  the  Indians  and  other  enemies 
who  may  infeft  the  fame,  but  not  to  be  marched  from  thofe  frontiers 
without  their  own  con  lent  : 

That  this  company  confift  of  one  captain,  one  captain-lieutenant, 
two  lieutenants  and  one  enfign,  five  ferjeants,  five  corporals,  and  85 
privates,  and  continue  in  fervice  for  fix  months  from  the  time  of  their 
enliftments,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  prefident  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  be  em- 
powered to  ifTue  Avarrants  to  fultable  perfons  for  officers  to  enlift  the 
company  aforefaid,  and  to  grant  a  commiffion  to  fuch  one  as  fhall  en- 
lift  1 9  men  : 

That  the  fame  pay,  rations  and  fubfiftence-money  be  allowed  to  this 
company  as  to  the  officers  of  the  like  ranks  and  foldiers  in  the  conti- 
nental army ; 

That  the  commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  or  his  deputy,  be  directed 
to  contradl  with  a  fuitable  perfon  to  fupply  this  company  with  pro- 
vifions  : 

That  each  man  provide  himfelf  with  clothes  and  a  blanket  : 

That  8  dollars  be  allowed  to  each  man  who  fliall  furnifli  himfelf  with 
a  good  rifle  and  accoutrements  : 

That  the  lieutenant,  or  in  his  abfence,  the  fub-lieutenants,  of  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  be  empowered  and  defired  to  fuperintend 
the  faid  company,  give  orders  relative  to  its  operations,  and  in  cafe 
of  failure  in  duty  of  any  of  the  officers,  to  report  the  fame  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  governor  Johnfon,  of  Maryland,  to  the  de- 
legates of  that  ftate,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  -who  are  directed. 
to  enquire  into  the  matters  fet  forth  therein,  and  to  take  fuch  mt  afures 
for  the  relief  of  the  Maryland  troops  as  can  be  adopted  confiftent  with 
a  regard  to  the  general  wants  of  the  army. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Cong-refs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letter  from  J.  Wadfworth,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolution  : 

Whereas,  the  exportation  of  provifions  from  thefe  ftates  hath  occa- 
fioned  much  difficulty  in  procuring  fupplies  for  our  armies,  and  by  the 
capture  of  vefTels  concerned  in  fuch  exportation,  the  armies  of  the  ene- 
my have  been  freed  from  diflrefTes  that  would  have  greatly  embarrafled 
their  operations  ;  and,  whereas,  for  the  eafy  fupply  of  our  armies,  and 
to  embarrafs  and  diftrefs  the  enemy  the  enfuing  campaign,  it  is  ablo- 
lutely  neceffary  an  embargo  (hould  be  Immediately  laid  to  prohibit  fuch 
exportations  ;  and  as  from  the  diftance  of  the  ftates  from  Congrefs  and 
the  different  periods  of  affembling  their  ligiflatures,  the  good  end  of 
fuch  embargo  would  be  totally  fruftrated,  fliould  Congrefs  not  proceed 
to  impofethe  embargo  ;  therefore, 

Resohed,  That  an  embargo  be,  and  it  hereby  is  laid,  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  corn,  rice,  bread,  beef,  pork, 
bacon,  live-ftock,  and  other  provifions,  from  any  of  thefe  United 
States,  from  and  after  the  10th  day  of  June  inft.  until  the  15th  day 
of  Nov.  next,  unlefs  fooner  revoked  by  Congrefs  ;  provided,  that  this 
embargo  fliall  not  be  conftrued  to  prevent  the  taking  on  board  fuch 
provifion  as  fnall  be  neceffary  for  the  ftores  only  of  any  Ihips  or  veffels 
of  war,   or  others  trading  to  and  from  thefe  ftates. 

Resolved.,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  refpeftive  ftates, 
to  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  carrying  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tion into  immediate  execution. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  June  9,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  gen.  Gates,  with  15  papers  enrlofed,  and 
one,  of  May  29th,  from  gen.  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  three  papers 
enclofed,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  the  papers  en- 
clofed, be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  gen.  Gates,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  except 
thofe  numbered  4,   5  and  6,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  be  difcharged  from  proceeding  on 
the  letter  of  May  26th,  from  gen.  Sullivan,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  foregoing  committee. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  gen.  Gates's  letter  as  relates  to  eftablifli- 
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ing  a  magazine  of  flour  in  the  eaftern-departmeni,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  May  24th,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter,  of  May  25th,  from  major-general  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
■with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Thatfo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  Monf.  Toufard  and  Mr. 
de  Norman,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Ifaac  Forfter,  de- 
puty director-general  in  the  eaftern-diftrift,  for  the  ufe  of  iiis  depart- 
ment ;  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  250  dollars  be  paid  to  Andrew  Armftrong,  in  difcharge  of  a 
bill  drawn  by  John  Adie,  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  dated 
May  22d,  1777,  in  favour  of  Edmund  Gamble,  expreffed  to  be  for 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Resolved,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  Mr.  MarchanL,  Mr,  Went- 
worth  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Monf.  Doric,  report,  "that  the  memorialift  hath  produced  to  the  com- 
mittee a  prcmiffory  note  oy  him  fubfcribed,  and  which  accompanies  the 
report,  payable  to  Congrefs  on  the  ]  0th  day  of  Jan.  next,  for  the  fiira 
of  j^.  1000,  continental  currency,  meaning  thereby,  £.  1000,  Pennfyl- 
vania  currency,  or  2666|-  dollars,  which  promiffory  note  is  alfo  under- 
figned  by  the  hon.  George  Plater,  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  John  Banif- 
ter,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  Efqrs;  col.  Thomas  Hartley,  hon. 
W.  H.  Drayton,  John  Matthews,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  William  Duer, 
and  Gouverneur  Morris,  Efqrs;  as  fecurity  for  the  above  fum  :  where- 
upon. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  2666|^|.  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  hon. 
George  Plater  and  the  other  fubfcribers,  to  be  by  them  appropriated  to 
the  ufe  of  the  memorialift,  if  they  think  proper,  they  to  be  chargeable 
for  the  re-payment  thereof,  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  fald  note. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   AI. 

Whereas,  doubts  have  arifen  as  to  the  fum  which  fliall  be  paid  for 
the  rations  which  now  may  be  due  and  owing  to  officers  in  the  fervice 
of  thefe  ftates,  and  alfo  as  to  the  vouchers  for  drawing  the  fame,  by 
reafon  whereof  the  intentions  of  Congrefs  with  refpecl  to  fuch  oflicers 
are  fruftrated  : 

Resolved,  That  the  value  of  the  rations  due  fince  the  firft  day  of 
Jan.  laft,  till   the  flrft  inft.   be  eftimated  at  4d  of  a  dollar  ;   and  that 
the  officers  do  prefent  their  accounts  to  the  pay-mafter-general  or  df-^ 
puty  pay-mafter-general,  who  fliall  adjuft  and  pay  the  fame;  provided 
always,  tliat  the  fald  officers  fliall  make  oath  to  their  accounts  refpct- 
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pafled  the  SOth  of  the  fame  month,  by  the  aiTembly  of  Rhode-I/lanJ, 
Sec.  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  fo  much  of  the  fald  letter  as  relates  to  the  enemy's 
attempt  on  Tiverton,  be  publifiied,  and  that  the  letter  with  the  en- 
clofed  refolution,  be  referred  to  ihe  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.,  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Ephraim  JBlaine, 
Efq;  deputy  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  and  at  his  defire,  paid 
to  James  White,  in  confequence  of  a  letter  of  credit  of  William  Bu- 
chanan, Efq;  late  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  who  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  board  of  war  report,  "  that  major  Thomas  Mullens,  late  an 
aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Conway,  is  an  old  officer  in  the  French 
fervice  ;  that  he  ferved  the  laft  campaign  in  the  main  army,  and  for 
his  bravery  and  good  conduct,  at  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  Ger- 
mantown,  was  honored  with  particular  marks  of  approbation  by  the 
commander  in  chief  in  general  orders  ;  that  he  means  to  accompany 
general  Conway  to  France,  but  has  not  the  means  of  defraying  his 
expenfes  thither;"  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  major  Thomas  Mullens,  who  ferved  with  honor  the 
laft  campaign,  have  a  brevet  commiffion  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
armies  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered.,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  report  as  relates  to  an  advance 
for  lieutenant-colonel  MuUens's  expenfes  to  France,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

Colonel  Spencer,  commanding  the  brigade  late  brigadier  Conway's, 
having  recommended  the  Rev.  William  Rogers  to  be  chaplain  to  that 
brigade,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  election,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  Rev.  Mr,  William  Rogers  was  eletled  chaplain  to  the  brigade 
late  commanded  by  brigadier  Conway. 

Ordered,  That  the  application  of  Mr.  Rogers,  for  pay,  as  brigade- 
chaplain,  from  July  laft,  be  referred  to  the  committee  at  camp. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  the  late 
commiffioners  at  Fort-Pitt,  dated  April  27th,  the  letters  from  the  com- 
raiffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  convened  at  Albany  the  1  jth  of  April,  and 
fundry  letters  from  major-general  Schuyler,  relative  to  the  temper  and 
difpontion  of  the  Six-Nations,  report, 

That  from  the  information  contained  in  the  above  papers,  and  from 
other  information  received  through  a  variety  of  channels,  it  appears 
that  the  cruelties  lately  exercifed  by  the  favages  on  the  frontiers  of 
N.  York,  Pennfylvania  and  Virginia,  are  the  commencement  of  an  In- 
dian war,  which  threatens,  with  extenfive  devaftation,  the  frontiers  of 
thefe  United  States  : 

That  the  nations  concerned  in  carrying  on  the  fame,  are  the  Senecas, 
Cayugas,  Minp;oes,  Wianuots  in  general,  a  majority  of  the  Onondagoesj 
and  fome  few  of  the  Ottowas,  Chippawas,  Shawanefe  and  Delawares, 
afting  contrary  to  the  voice  of  their  nations,  amounting,  in  the  v/hole, 
to  about  1600  warriors,  exclufive  of  feveral  tories  and  other  emilfa- 
ries  from  the  ports  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  the  Indian  country  : 

That  from  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Magee,  two  of  the 
Britilh  agents  for  Indian  affairs,  amoncft  the  Indians,  and  from  a  va- 
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'■lety  of  other  circumftances,  it  appears  inconteftibly  that  this  cruel  war 
has  been  induftrioufly  inftigated,  and  is  Hill  profecuting  with  unrelent- 
ing perfeverance,  by  principal  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain,  particularly  by  coh  Hamilton,  commanding-officer  of  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Detroit  : 

.That  the  frequent  attempts  -Vvhich  have  been  made  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  hollile  tribes,  and  even  the  threats  which  have  been  made 
ufe  of  bv  the  commiffioners  convened  at  Albany  in  April  laft,  have 
produced  no  good  effect  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  confirmed  the  fa- 
vages  in  an  opinion  induRrioufly  inculcated  on  them  by  the  enemy) 
that  the  forbearance  of  thefe  dates  proceeds  from  their  inability  to  re- 
venge the  outrages  committed  againft  them  j 

That  the  Delawares,  Oneidas,  Tufcaroras,  and  othei*  friendly  In- 
dians, are  coliefting  themfelves  in  bodies,  in  order  to  guard  againfl:  the 
impending  ftorm  ;  and  call  loudly  for  affiftance  againft  enemies,  whom 
they  Irave  rendered  implacable  by  a  warm  and  fteady  attachment  to  the 
taufe  of  thefe  ftates  : 

That  from  the  papers  refel"red  to  the  board,  it  appears  to  be  the  de* 
lign  of  the  enemy  to  take  poft  this  year  at  Ofwego  : 

That  from  the  account  given  by  capt.  White-Eyes^  a  Delaware 
chief,  to  the  commillioners  of  Indian  affairs  lately  convened  at  Fort- 
Pitt,  the  fortrefs  of  Detroit  was,  during  the  laft  winter,  in  the  fame 
defencelefs  fituation  it  has  been  in  for  fome  years  paft  : 

Thefe  circumftances,  collected  from  the  various  papers  referred  to 
them,  the  board  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  Recapitulate,  and  after  an 
attentive  confideration,  concur  in  opinion  with  the  commiffioners  lately 
convened  at  Fort-Pitt  and  at  Albany^  that  a  defenfive  war  would  not 
only  prove  an  inadequate  fecurity  againft  the  inroads  of  the  Indiansj 
but  would,  in  a  Ihort  time,  be  more  expenfive  than  a  vigorous  attempt 
to  compel  them  to  fue  for  peace  :"  \V hereupon, 

Resolved,^  That  an  expedition  be  immediately  undertaken,  the  objecl 
of  which  fliall  be,  to  reduce,  if  pradlicable,  the  garrifonof  Detro  it,  and 
to  compel  to  terms  of  peace  fuch  of  the  Indian  nations  now  in  arms 
againft  thefe  ftates  as  lie  on  or  contiguous  to  the  rout  betwixt  Fort-Pitt 
and  Detroit  : 

That  3000  men  be  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates,  for  the 
purpofe  above-mentioned  : 

That  Patrick  Lockart,Efq;  be  appointed  to  procure  provifions^  pack- 
horfes  and  other  neceffaries  for  the  army  deftined  for  the  above-men- 
tioned operations  : 

That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia  be  requefted, 
on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war,  or  of  brigadier  M'Intofli,  to 
call  forth  fuch  a  body  of  militia,  not  exceeding  2500  men,  as  fhall 
be  judged  neceffary  to  complete  the  number  of  men  appropriated  for 
this  fervice  : 

That  the  fum  of  932, 743i  dollars  be  advanced  from  thetreafury,  to 
the  order  of  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  defraying 
the  expenfes  of  the  expedition  above-mentioned: 

That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  co-operate  with  brigadier 
M'Intofli  in  every  meafure  rieceffary  for  executing  the  intentioa  of 
Congrefs ;  and  to  give  ftich  inftftiftions  to  brigadier  M'lntofti  and  t© 
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the  principal  officers  employed  on  this  fervlce,  as  (hall,  to  them,  appeaf 
befl  adapted  to  anfwer  the  end  of  this  expedition. 

And,  whereas,  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  againll:  Detroit  may  be 
facilitated,  and  the  hoflile  tribes  of  Indians  fooner  reduced  to  terms  of 
peace,  by  another  expedition  from  the  Mohawk-river  to  the  Seneca 
country,  in  order  to  chaftife  that  Infolent  and  revengeful  nation,  and 
to  difpolTefs  the  enemy  from  Ofwego,  fliould  they  have  taken  pofTeffion 
of  that  poll  ;   therefore, 

Resolved.,  That  major-general  Gates,  or  the  officer  commanding  the 
troops  on  the  eafl-fide  of  Hiidfon's-river  and  in  the  northern-depart- 
ment, be  directed  to  take  the  moft  expeditious  meafures  for  carrying 
the  war  into  the  Seneca's  country,  in  order  to  reduce  to  terms  of 
peace,  fuch  of  the  Six-Nations  as  are  hoftile,  and  to  difpoffefs  the  ene- 
my from  Ofwego  in  cafe  they  ffiould  have  taken  poffeffion  of  thatpoft: 

That  the  commiffioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern-depart- 
ment, or  any  of  them  who  may  be  at  Albany,  be  direfted  to  co-ope- 
rate with  major-general  Gates  and  the  officer  appointed  to  command 
on  this  expedition,  in  the  execution  of  this  meafure  : 

That  the  board  of  war  give  notice,  from  time  to  time,  to  major- 
general  Gates  and  the  officer  commanding  the  expedition  againft  the 
Seneca's,  of  the  progrefs  of  the  preparations  making  at  Fort-Pitt,  and 
of  the  time  when  the  troops  from  that  quarter  will  fet  out  on  their 
marchj  in  order  that  the  two  armies  may,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  zdi 
in  concert : 

That  major-general  Gates  be  directed  to  appoint  a  fuitable  officer 
to  conduct  the  expedition  into  the  Seneca  country. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim  of  Jofeph  Carfon 
for  a  number  of  leather  breeches  furnifhed  the  army,  brought  in  a  re- 
port ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Jofeph  Carfon  be  allowed  the  fum  of  16 
dollars  for  each  pair  of  leather  breeches  with  which  he  furnifhed  the 
army  ;  and  that  the  clothier-general  do  fettle  and  adjuft  the  accounts 
of  the  faid  Jofeph  Carfon,  and  pay  him  what  fliall  appear  to  be  due 
agreeably  to  the  above  eftimate. 

A  motion  was  made, 

That  general  Wafliington  be  direfted  to  order  an  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  conduct  of  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter- 
general,  and  the  otlier  officers  who  acted  under  him  in  that  department ; 
and  if  it  fhall  appear  that  the  extraordinary  deficiencies  thereof,  and 
the  confequent  diflrefTesof  the  army,  were  chargeable  to  the  mifconduft 
of  the  quarter-mafter-general  or  any  of  the  faid  oflicers,  that  a  court- 
martial  be  forthwith  held  on  the  delinquents  : 

On  motion,  that  the  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  ;  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Gerry,  on  the  queition  forpoflponing  ; 

3Ievj-IIampshire,        Mr.  Bartlett, 

Mr.  JVentiuortb, 

Massachusetts-Bay,   Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Ge-nj, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Loxell, 
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:} 


divided. 


ay 


no 


divided. 


'^no 


710 


:} 


no 


Ebode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery^ 

Mr.  Marcbant, 
Connecticut^  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.   Wolcott, 
New-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Nenv-'Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Elmer, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Delaware,  Mr.   M'-Kean, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Virginia,  Mr.   i?.  i7.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.   T*.  Adams, 
South-<Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.   Matthews, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Mr.   Heyward, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  word  "forthwith  ;"  and  on  the 
queftion  put, 

Reiblved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  petition  from  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  York,  in  behalf 
of  John  King,  who  is  under  fentence  of  death  for  defertlon,  was  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  execution  of  the  faid  John  King  be  fufpended  till 
Tuefday  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


no 

ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

720"^ 

no  j 

no  >«o 

no  I 

ayj 

no  ^no 


Fridat,  June   12,    1778. 
'     A  petition  from  colonel  David  Kennedy  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  one  of  the  delegate^i 
for  the  flate  of  N.  York,  died  laft  night,  and  that  circumftances  require 
that  his  corpfe  be  interred  this  evening  ; 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  in  a  body,  attend  the  funeral  this  even- 
ing, at  fix  o'clock,  with  a  crape  round  the  arm,  and  will  continue  in 
mourning  for  the  fpace  of  one  month, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lewi?,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  G.  Morris,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  fuperintend  the  funeral,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duffield,  the 
attending  chaplain,  be  notified  to  officiate  on  the  occafion. 

The  commitee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  9th,  from  gen. 
Waihington,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confuleration,  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  evidence  colleAed  and  {late 
charges  againft  the  general-officers  who  were  in  the  northern-departr 
nient,  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Independence  were  evacuated, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SA^URDAr,  June   13,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  cspt.  Robert  Smith,  lately  appointed  fecrc-^ 
tary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  was  read,  reqnefling  to  be  infor- 
med, whether  the  appointment  is  confidered  as  inconfiltent  with  that  which 
he  at  prefent  holds  in  the  army,  and  if  it  is,  exprelling  a  defire  to  conti- 
nue in  the  line,  in  wliich  he  has  for  fome  time  been  engaged ;  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  capt.  Smith  have  leave  to  refign  his  appointment  as 
fecrctary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Ordered.)  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  eledling  a  fecretary  to 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Greene,  quarter-m after-general, 
was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  meml^ers  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Witheripoon  and  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt.  John  M'Pherfon,  was  read  : 

Or4ered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  paper  from  Mr.  de  Francey  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  Mr.  du  Cambray,  be- 
ing read  and  confidered, 

flesohed.  That  Monf.  du  Cambray  be  anpexed  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers commanded  by  brigadier  du  Portail,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of 
a  lieutenant-colonel. 

Resolved,  Th9.t  t\\t  delegates  from  the  ftates  of  N.  Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Connefticut,  be  requefted  to  write  in  the  name 
of  this  Congrsfs,  to  their  refpe^ii^iye  ftates,  fetting  forth,  the  urgent 
lieceffity  of  their  immediately  raifing  the  quota  of  troops  by  them  ref- 
peftively  agreed  on,  to  be  under  the  command  of  major-general  Sul- 
livan, for  the  relief  of  the  ftate  of  R.  Iflaqd  and  Providence  Plantations, 
?ind  to  prevent  further  depredations  of  the  enemy  in  that  ftate. 

Congrefs  refunied  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
pn  theletterof  the9th,fromgen.  Wafliington,  withthe  papers  enclofed: 

During  the  debate  an  exprefs  arrived  with  a  letter  of  the  1  Ith,  from 
gen.  Waftiington,  which  was  read,  alfo  a  packet,  in  which  was  en- 
plofed,  together  with  other  papers,  a  letter  figned  "  Carlifle,  William 
Eden,  George  Johnfton,"  dated  Philadelphia,  June  the  9th,  1778,  and 
direfted  "  to  his  excellency  Henry  Laurens,  the  preiident,  and  others 
the  members  of  Congrefs  ;"  which  letter  was  read  to  the  words,  "  in- 
fidious  interpofition  of  a  power,  which  has,  fro|n  the  firft  fettlement  of 
^he  colonies,  been  actuated  with  enmity  to  us  both  :  and,  notwithftan- 
ding  the  pretended  date  or  prefent  form  of  the  French  offers,"  inclu- 
five  ;  whereupon  the  reading  was  interrupted,  and  a  motion  was  made 
not  to  proceed  farther,  becaufe  of  the  offenfive  language  againft  his 
^noft  Ghriftian  majefty  :-t-»de^ates  arifing  thereon, 
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Orderedj  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  motion  be  poflponcd. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  June    15,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  IH:,  from  B.  Harrifon,  jun.  deputy  pay-mafter-gen. 
in  Virginia,  with  a  copy  of  his  accounts,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  W.  Aylett,  deputy  commiffary-general 
of  purchafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Hutfon. 

A  letter,  of  May  26th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  to  the  dele- 
gates of  that  ftate,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

Another  letter,  of  May  23d,  from  gov.  Henry  to  the  delegates, 
enclofing  a  refolution  paffed  by  the  houfe  of  delegates  of  Virginia, 
May  18th,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed, 

A  letter,  of  May  25th,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclofing  fun- 
dry  papers,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Gates,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Udney  Hay,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  90,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  W.  Buchanan,  late 
comrHifTary-general  of  purchafes,  to  be  by  his  requeft  paid  to  Daniel 
Kellogg,  who  is  to  tranfmit  the  fam'e  to  Henry  Champion,  purchafer 
of  cattle  intheeailern-diflrid;  thefaid  W.  Buchanan  to  be  accountable. 

The  commiflioners  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due,  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Lotbinier,  chaplain,  for  liis  pay  and  rations  to  the  10th  inft.  the 
fum  of  53|^  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  auditor-general  and  commiflioners  of  claims  having,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  refolution  of  May  25th,  reported  upon  the  accounts  of 
Dr.  Forfter, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  that  the 
accounts  of  Dr.  Forfter  be  adjufted  agreeably  to  the  faid  report,  when, 
he  fhall  produce  vouchers  Ihewing  the  expenditures  of  the  ftores  by 
him  procured  and  charged  in  the  faid  account. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  F.  Hopkinfon,  enclouug  an  account  for 
compiling  indexes  to  the  two  firft  volumes  of  the  journals  of  Gongrefs, 
and  diretted  to  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  publication, 
Avas  laid  before  Cqngrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ibree  o'clock,   P.   M. 

Gongrefs  refiimedthe  confideration  of  the  motion  refpe£\ing  the  let- 
ter from  the  commlfTioners  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  after  dp- 
bate  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-norrow. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  evidence  colleAed  and  (late 
charges  againft  the  general-officers  who  were  in  the  northern-departr 
pent,  when  Ticonderoga  and  Mount-Independence  were  evacuated, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-i^DB>^«nv 

SA<ruRDAr^  June    13,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt.  Robert  Smith,  lately  appointed  fecre* 
tary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  was  read,  requefting  to  be  infor- 
med, whether  the  appointment  is  confidered  as  inconfitlent  with  that  which 
he  at  prefent  holds  in  the  army,  and  if  it  is,  expreiling  a  defire  to  conti- 
nue in  the  line,  in  wliich  he  has  for  fome  time  been  engaged ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  capt.  Smith  have  leave  to  refign  his  appointment  as 
fecrctary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Ordered.)  That  Tuefday  next  be  affigned  for  electing  a  fecretary  to 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  general  Greene,  quarter-mafter-generalj 
was  read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  meml)ers  cliofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  R, 
H.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt.  John  M'Pherfon,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  paper  from  Mr.  de  Francey  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  Avar,  relative  to  Mr.  du  Carabray,  be- 
ing read  and  confidered, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  du  Cambray  be  annexed  to  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers commanded  by  brigadier  du  Portail,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of 
a  lieutenant-colonel. 

Resolved,  That  tfie  delegates  from  the  flates  of  N.  Hampfliire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Connefticut,  be  requefled  to  write  in  the  name 
of  this  Congrefs,  to  their  reipejli^iye  ftates,  fetting  forth,  the  urgent 
{leceffity  of  their  immediately  raifing  the  quota  of  troops  by  them  ref- 
peftively  agreed  on,  to  be  under  the  command  of  major-general  Sul- 
livan, fpr  the  relief  of  the  ftate  of  R.  Iflarid  and  Providence  Plantations, 
^nd  to  prevent  further  depredations  of  the  enemy  in  that  ftate. 

Congrefs  refunied  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  theletterof  the9th,fromgen.  Wafliington,  withthe  papers enclofed: 

During  the  debate  an  exprefs  arrived  with  a  letter  of  the  1 1th,  from 
gen.  Wafliington,  which  was  read,  alfo  a  packet,  in  which  was  en- 
plofed,  together  with  other  papers,  a  letter  figned  "  Carlifle,  William 
Eden,  George  Johnfton,"  dated  Philadelphia,  June  the  9th,  1778,  and 
diredled  "  to  his  excellency  Henry  Laurens,  the  prefident,  and  others 
the  members  of  Congrefs  ;"  whicli  letter  was  read  to  the  words,  "  in- 
fidious  interpoiition  of  a  power,  which  has,  from  the  firft  fettlement  of 
tthe  colonies,  been  a£>uated  with  enmity  to  us  both  :  and,  notwithftan- 
ding  the  pretended  date  or  prefent  form  of  the  French  offers,"  inclu- 
five  ;  whereupon  the  reading  was  interrupted,  and  a  motion  was  made 
pot  to  proceed  farther,  becaufe  of  the  offenfive  language  againft  his 
jiioft  Ghriftian  majefty  :-r?delpates  ariftng  thereon, 
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Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  motion  be  poflponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mono  AT,  June   15,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ift,  from  B.  Harrifon,  jun.  deputy  pay-mafter-gen. 
in  Virginia,  with  a  copy  of  his  accounts,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  W.  Aylett,  deputy  commiffary-general 
of  purchafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Hutfon. 

A  letter,  of  May  26  th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  to  the  dele- 
gates of  that  ftate,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

Another  letter,  of  May  23d,  from  gov.  Henry  to  the  delegates, 
enclofing  a  refolution  palTed  by  the  houfe  of  delegates  of  Virginia, 
May  18th,  Avas  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed, 

A  letter,  of  May  25th,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclofing  fun- 
dry  papers,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Gates,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Udney  Hay,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  90,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  W.  Buchanan,  late 
comrHiffary-general  of  purchafes,  to  be  by  his  requeft  paid  to  Daniel 
Kellogg,  who  is  to  tranfmit  the  fam"e  to  Henry  Champion,  purchafer 
of  cattle  in  theeallern-diftridt;  thefaid  W.  Buchanan  to  be  accountable. 

The  commiflioners  of  claims  report,  that  there  is  due,  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Lotbinier,  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and  rations  to  the  10th  inft.  the 
fum  of  53|-|.  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  auditor-general  and  commiflioners  of  claims  having,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  refolution  of  May  25th,  reported  upon  the  accounts  of 
Dr.  Forfter, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  that  the 
a,ccounts  of  Dr.  Forfter  be  adjufted  agreeably  to  the  faid  report,  when, 
he  fhall  produce  vouchers  fliewing  the  expenditures  of  the  ftores  by 
him  procured  and  charged  in  the  faid  account. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  F.  Hopkinfon,  enclofing  an  account  for 
compiling  indexes  to  the  two  firft  volumes  of  the  journals  of  Gongrefs, 
and  diredled  to  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  publication, 
was  laid  before  Gongrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  beard  of  treafury. 

Three  o'clock,   P.   M. 

Gongrefs  refnmedthe  confideration  of  the  motion  refpeding  the  let- 
ter from  the  commiflfioners  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  after  de- 
bate thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-nofrow. 
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TuESDATy    June    16,    1T78. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  order  col.  Hartley's 

regiment  immediately  to  repair  to  camp,  and  join  the  army. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  re- 

folution  for  preventing  any  correfpondence  with  the  enemy  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr,  S.  Adams  and  M.  R.  K, 

Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  J.  Nourfe,  fecretary  to  the  board  of  war 

and  ordnance,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  Talleman  and  other  French  captains  In  the 

portof  Bofton,  was  read,  complaining  of  an  affront  offered  by  the  capt. 

of  the  Warren  frigate  to  their  commandant,  and  praying  redrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that  they 

be  directed  to  take  order  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  11  th,  from  col.  B.  Flower,  commiffary-general  of 

rnilitary-ftores,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  7 784|-^  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  Vir^ 

ginia,  upon  their  application,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be 

accountable  : 

That  750,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  J.  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the 

board  of  war  ;ind  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Jonathan 

Trumbull,  Efq;  pay-mafter  in  the  northern-department,  for  the  ufe  of 

the  faid  department,  and  the   pofts   on  Hudfon's-river  j  the  faid  J. 

Trumbull  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  8th,  from 

general  Greene,  quarterrmafter-general,  brought  in  a  report,  which 

■was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs   refumed   the  confideration    of  the  motion  refpefling  the 

letter  from  the    commiffioners  of  the   king  of  Great-Britain,  which 

was  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

That  Congrefs  cannot  hear  any  language  refiefting  upon  the  honor 

of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  the  good  and  faithful  ally  of  thefe  ftates  5 

A  motion  was   made,  that  the  conlideration  thereof  be  poftponed, 

and,  on  the  queftion  being  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 

Mr,  Drayton, 

Ne%v-Hampsbire^        Mr,  Bartlett,  cy? 

Mr.    Wentworth,      <y  5 

3Iassachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams,        aj\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  no  \ 

Mr,  Dana,  "J  \ 

Mr.  La's  ell,  ajj 

Ellery,  ay  ? 

Marcbant,        <y  3 

Sherman,  ay^ 

Huntington,     oy>^y 

Wolcott,  ay  J 

Lewis,  ay')    ,.   .  ,   , 

•»/r       r-     7ir       ■  C  divided^ 

Mr,  G,  MorriS)       no^ 


Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Connecticut^ 

-     Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Neiv-Tork, 

Mr. 
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Peimsyhaniaf 


Mr.  Witherspom,    ay^ 

Mr.  Elmer,  ^jS 

Mr.  Roderdeau,       ciy^ 

Mr.  y,  B.  Smith,  ay  \ay 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


S»utb-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Clingan, 
Mr.  M'^Kean, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.    i?.  ^.  Lee^ 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.   y.  Adams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
,Mr.   Matthews, 
Mr.   Hntson, 
Mr.   Heyivard, 
Mr.  Langivortby, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  letter  from  the  commlffioners  of 
the  king  of  Great-Britain  lie  on  the  table  ; 

Paffed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  accompanying  it,  be  read  • 
whereupon, 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  and  one  dated  June  1778,  both  figned  Carlifle, 
William  Eden  and  George  Johnftone  ;  and  a  paper  endorfed  "  copy  of 
the  commiffion  for  reftoring  peace,  &c.  To  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  lord 
vifcount  Howe,  William  Eden  and  George  Johnftone  ;"  and  alio  three 
afts  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Dray- 
ton, Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Witherfpoon. 


Three  o'clock,  P.   M. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  committee  on  the 
treafury,  dated  May  5th  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  authorized,  till 
the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  to  encreafe  the  falary  of  the  fecretary  of 
the  board  of  ordnance  and  pay-mafter  of  the  faid  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  100  dollars  per  month  ;  and  that 
the  committee  of  commerce,  the  marine-committee,  the  committee  of 
treafury,  board  of  war  and  ordnance  and  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  be  au* 
thorized  to  encreafe  the  falary  of  their  clerks  refpedively,  to  a  fum 
not  exceeding  100  dollars  per  month  ;  having  due  regard  to  their  qua- 
lifications and  employments. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  from 
the  earl  of  Carliile,  &c.  commiflioners  from  the  king  of  Great-Britain, 
reported  the  draught  of  a  letter,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed  till 
to-morrow. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
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Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutlon  : 

Whereas  Congrefs,  on  the  2(1  day  of  May  lad,  refolved  that  fw& 
regiments  be  raifed  in  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  to  ferve  for  one 
year,  and  it  is  expedient  that  as  many  as  poffible  of  the  non-commif- 
fioned  officers  and  foldiers  fhould  provide  themfelves  with  arms  and 
other  neceffaries  : 

Resolved,  That  each  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  of  the  faid 
regiment,  who  ihall  fo  provide  himfelf  with  arms  and  other  neceffa- 
ries, (liall  receive  tlie  following  compenfations,  to  be  paid  as  foon  as 
he  has  paffed  mufter,  upon  his  producing  the  faid  articles,  viz. 

For  a  good  ferviceable  rifle,  with  a  powder-horn,  bullet-pouch  and 
mould,  eight  dollars  ;  for  a  good  ferviceable  mufket,  with  a  bayonet 
and  a  powder-horn  and  a  bullet-pouch,  or  good  cartouch-box,  fix  dol- 
lars ;  for  alike  muiket  and  accoutrements,  without  a  bayonet,  five  dol- 
lars ;  for  a  knapfackj  two  dollars  ;  for  a  haverfack,  oiie  dollar;  for  % 
blanket,  eight  dollars. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDJr,  June   17,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gen.  Schuyler,  with  papers  of  intelligence 
cnclofed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gov.  L/ivingflon,  was  read,  with  four  affi- 
davits enclofed,  refpeding  the  enemy's  treatment  of  citizens  ofN.  Jer- 
fey  at  Hancock's  bridge  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pre-, 
pare  a  manifefto  on  the  condud  of  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  proceed  with  all  difpatch  in  the 
bufinefs  committed  to  them,  and  publifh  fuch  fads  relative  to  the  con- 
dud of  the  enemy  as  they  may  have  colleded,  and  have  come  to  theru 
■well  authenticated. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  and  one  of  May  29th, 
from  gov.  Clinton,  were  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  eleding  a  commiffioner  of 
accounts  for  the  northern-diftrid. 

Ordered,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce, to  pay  a  bill  for  that  fum  drawn  by  John  Bradford,  continental 
agent  at  Bofton,  on  the  faid  committee,  in  favour  of  capt.-  Patrick 
Brown,  dated  the  13th  of  May  lafl ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accoun- 
table : 

That  600,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, beingin  part  of  the  932,7431^  dollars,  voted  the  1  Ith  inft.  for 
carrying  on  an  expedition  againft  the  Indians ;  the  faid  board  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  draught  of  a  letter  inan- 
Aver  to  the  letters  and  papers  from  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  £cc.  commif- 
fioners  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  faid  draught,  the>,yeas  and  nays  were 
rt-nuired  by  Mr.  Dana, 
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I^ew-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


.ay 


■  ay 


ay 


■  ay 


ay 


Mr.  £  art  let  t, 
Mr.   Wentivorth, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.   Wolcott, 
New-York,  Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.   Diier, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
New-Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Elmer, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J.  5.  5m /fi-, 
Mr.  Cling  an, 
Delaware,  Mr.  M'-Kean, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.   Carroll, 
Virginia,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,      cyl 

Mr.  Banister,  ay  >ay 

Mr.  T".  Adams,        ay  J 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay~) 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  I 

Mr.   Matthews,  ay  >fly 

Mr.  Hutson,  ay  J 

Mr.  Heyward,  ayj 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,     ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows  : 
"  I  have  received  the  letter  from  your  excellencies  of  the  9th  infl, 
with  the  enclofures,  and  laid  them  before  Congrefs.  Nothing  but  an 
earneft  defire  to  fpare  the  further  effufion  of  human  blood  could  have 
induced  them  to  read  a  paper  containing  expreffions  fo  difrefpeilful  to 
his  mod  Chriflian  m.ajefty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  thefe  ftates,  or 
to  confider  proportions  fo  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  an  independent 
nation. 

The  a£ls  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  the  commiffion  from  your  fove- 
reign,  and  your  letter,  fuppofe  the  people  of  thefe  ftates  to  be  fubjedls 
of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  of  depen- 
dence, which  is  utterly  inadmiflible. 

I  am  further  dire£led  to  inform  your  excellencies,  that  Congrefs  are 
inclined  to  peace,  notwithftanding  the  unjuft  clainls  from  which  this 
war  originated,  and  the  favage  manner  in  which  it  hath  been  conduc- 
ted. They  will,  therefore,  be  ready' to  enter  upon  the  confideratlon  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  not  inconliftent  with  treaties  already 
fubfifting,  when  the  king  of  Great-Britain  Ihall  demonftrate  a  fincere 
difpofition  for  that  purpofe.  The  only  folid  proof  of  this  difpofitionj 
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will  be,  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  indepenalence  of  thefe  ftates, 
or  the  withdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  excellencies  mofl  obedient  and 
Humble  fervant." 

Resolved.)  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  proper 
extracts  from  the  journal  and  files  relative  to  the  letters  received  from 
the  Britifh  commiffioners,  and  report  to  Gongrefs  previous  to  a  publi- 
cation ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Drayton. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  Congrefs  approve  the  condudl  of  gen, 
Wafliington,  in  refufing  a  paffport  to  Dr.  Fergufon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  upon  the  means  of  preventing  a 
correipondence  with  the  enemy,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  many  letters,  addreffed  to  individuals  of  thefe  United 
States,  have  been  lately  received  from  England,  through  the  convey- 
ance of  the  enemy,  and  fome  of  them,  which  have  been  under  the  in- 
fpeftion  of  Gongrefs,  are  found  to  contain  ideas  infidioully  calculated 
to  divide  and  delude  the  good  people  of  thefe  ftates  : 

Resolved^  That  it  be,  audit  is  hereby  earneftly  recommended  to  the 
legiilative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  feveral  ftates,  to  exercife 
the  utmoft  care  and  vigilance,  and  take  the  moft  efFeclual  meafures  to 
put  a  ftop  to  fo  dangerous  and  criminal  a  correfpondcnce. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  commanders  in  each 
and  every  military-department  be,  and  he  and  they  are  hereby  direc- 
ted to  carry  the  meafures  recommended  in  the  above  refolution  into 
the  moft  effedual  execution. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  forthwith  publlflied,  and 
it  is  recommended  to  the  feveral  printers  in  the  United  States  to  re- 
publifli  the  fam.e. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnuRSDAr,  June  18,    1773. 

A  letter,  of  the  l5th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
board  be  directed  to  report  to  Congrefs  the  grounds  and  terms  upon 
which  the  exchange  of  prifoners  between  general  Wafliington  and  ge- 
neral Clinton  has  taken  place. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Mr.  William  Carmichael,  at  York- 
town,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  proper  extrads  from  the  jour- 
nals and  files,  Sec.  made  their  report  ;  Avhereupon  it  was  moved. 

That  the  letters  from  the  commifTioners  and  their  commiffion,  to- 
gether with  the  letter  of  Congrefs  in  anfwer  thereto,  being  part  of  the 
faid  report,  and  no  more,  be  publiflied : 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  amended  motion,  with  the  mo- 
tion for  poftponing  the  confideration  thereof,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  as 
entered  on  the  16th,  be  publiflied  : 
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ay 
<^y , 

ay  \ay 

ay) 

ay 
ay. 

•^  >  divided, 
no  S 


ay 


ay 


On  which  the  previous  quefllon  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Witherfpoon, 

Mr.  Bartlett, 

Mr.    Wentivorth^ 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.   Dana, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.   Marcbant, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.   Witherspoon,    no 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay 

Mr.  y.  B.  Smith,  no 

Mr.   Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  P/fl?er, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  i?.  /f.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.   r.  Adams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Mr.   Heyward, 

Mr.  Lang-worthy,    no  J>7io 
So  it  paffed  In  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  fet  afide. 
Ordered,  That  the  extradls  made  by  the  committee  be  publiftied. 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


divided. 


>  divided, 

ayb 

ay  '^ay 

divided. 


ay 


ay 

ay 
ay 

ay 

ay 

no 
ay 

ay 
ay 


ray 


Three  o'clock,   P.   M. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  Mr.  Holker,  at  York-town,  withfundry 
papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  fame  be  committed,  and,  on  the  quef- 
tion  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Mr.   Bartlett,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay  ! 

Mr.  Dana,  no  \   -^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  J 

Mr.  Ellery,  no  ? 

Mr.  Marchant,  no  3 

Mr.  Sherman,  ay 

Mr.   Huntington,  ay 

Mr.  Lewis,  ay 

Mr.  G,  Morris,  ay 

Mr«   Witherspoon,  ay 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  ay 

Mr.  Clingan,  ay 


ay 


av 


ay 
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Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


South-Carolina, 


Georgia, 


ay  ^ay 

ay 
ay 

no 
ay   ► 
ay.' 
ay 
ay 

ay 
ay 
ay. 


ay 


ay 


>ay 


ay  '^ay 


Mr.  M'-Kean, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  T.   Adams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Mr.  Hey  ward, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  confifl  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr. 
M'Kean. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  committee  be  limited  to  confer 
with  Mr.  Holker  on  the  fubjett  of  the  payment  of  400,000  livres  to 
pcrfons  interefted  therein,  as  owners  or  otherwife  concerned  in  the  pri- 
vate veffels  of  war,  Hancock  and  Bofton  : 

On  which  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

New-Hampshire,         Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  .S".  Adams,  no~^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay  I 

Mr.  Dana,  no  r"^ 

Mr,   Lovell,  noj 

Mr.  Ellery,  no  ? 

Mr.  Marchant,         no  3 
Mr.  Sherman,  ay  )>ay 

Mr.  Lewis,  ay^ 

Mr.  Duer,  <^yj 

Mr.   Witherspoon,     no  ^ 
Mr.  Elmer,  no^ 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,    no^ 
Mr.  Clingaji,  noy 

Mr.  M^Kean,  no  ^no 

Mr.   Plater,  no\ 

Mr.  Carroll,  no  3 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.   Heyward, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
New-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
South-Carolina, 


>ne 
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The  main  qucftion  was  then  put  ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Bartletty 

Mr.  S.   Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Marcbant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Witherspoon,     no 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay 

Mr.  J,  B.  Smith,   no 


Mew-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay. 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
Neiv-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


divided. 


Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


South-Carolina, 


no  3 

no  ^no 

no'l 

no^ 


} 


■na 
no 
no  1 
no  j 
no  ^no 
no  j 
no  J 


Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  i?.  if.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  r.  Adams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Hiitson, 

Mr.  •  Heyward, 

Georgia,       ■  Mr,  Langworthy,    no  ^no 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  refpeftive  continental  navy- 
boards,  and  the  perfons  by  them  appointed  to  conflitute  marine  courts- 
martial,  be  authorized  to  adminifter  oaths  when  acting  on  fuch  courts- 
martial  ;  and  that  the  faid  commiffioners  have  alfo  authority  to  admini- 
fter oaths  in  cafes  they  may  be  neceffary  upon  the  fettlement  of  fuch 
marine  accounts  as  may  come  under  confideration  of  the  faid  commif- 
fioners. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Conway,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  June    19,    1778. 

Mr.  Hancock,  a  delegate  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  alfo  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  with  a  paper  enclofed, 
relative  to  the  conduft  of  the  enemy,  v.'as  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  manifefto.  Sec. 

A  letter,  of  May  30th,  from  Samuel  Freeman,  fpeaker,  pro  tempore, 
of  the  affembly  of  rviaffachufetts-Bay,  was  read  : 
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Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered.,  That  the  letter  of  May  25th,  from  inajor-general  Heath, 
•which  was  read  the   1 5th  inft.  be  alfo  referred  to  the  board  of  wir. 

A  petition  from  fundry  navy-officers  and  declarations  refpeiling- 
capt.  Burke,  and  a  petition  from  four  captains  and  four  lieutenants  of 
marines,  were  read : 

Ordered.,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine-commmittee. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ift,  from  John  Browne,  prefident  of  the  board  of  war 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  with  a  manifeft  of  the  cargo  of  the  Lady  of 
Mount  Carmel  and  St.  Antonio  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Dana. 

A  letter,  of  May  6th,-from  James  Whitefield,  fpeaker  of  the  alTem- 
bly  of  Georgia  ;  two,  of  April  13th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  at 
Savannah  ;  one,  of  April  16th,  from  gov.  Houfton,  of  Georgia,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  affembly  of  that  ftate,  were  laid  before    Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,   Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Duer. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  letters 
from  the  commiffioners  at  foreign  courts,  among  which  were  one  of  the 
6th,  one  of  the  1 5th  and  one  of  the  3  1ft  of  Jan.  figned  A.  Lee,  direc- 
ted to  the  hon,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence  ;  one 
of  the  16th  of  Jan.  figned  B.  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane,  direAed  to  the 
hon. the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  of  North- 
America  ;  Mr.  Duer  ali'o  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  dire6led  to  him 
from   Ralph  Izard,  dated  Paris,  Dec.  22d,  1777  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  G.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Heyward. 

Mr.  Lovell  alfo  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  Dec.  21ft,  1777, 
from  B.  Franklin,  which  was  read. 

Tljree  o'clock.,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  for  1,500,000  dollars; 
and  another  warrant  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  loan- 
oftice  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  500,000  dollars,  in  favour  of 
Charles  Pettit,  Efq;  upon  an  application  of  major-general  Greene,  quar- 
ter-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  gen.  Greene  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  1,700,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  Efq; 
commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he  to 
be  accountable : 

That  100,000  dollars  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  of  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  col.  Benjamin 
Flower,  commiiTary-general  of  military-ftores,  for  the  ufe  of  his  depart- 
ment: 

That  300,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  commif- 
fary-general  of  purchafes,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Frederick  Trafy,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  commifTary-general's  department ;  the  faid  Jeremiah  Wadf- 
worth to  be  accountable. 
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Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  8223  llvres  tournois  and  four  fom,  and 
200  dollars  be  allowed  to  major-general  Conway,  as  a  gratuity  for  his 
time  and  expenfes  previous  to  his  entering  into  the  pay  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  his  return  to  France  ;  and  that  bills  of  exchange  be 
drawn  by  the  prefident  on  the  commiffioners  at  Paris,  in  favour  of  ma- 
jor-general Conway,  for  779  2  livres  tournois  ;  and  that  a  warrant  iffue 
on  the  treafurer  for  32  1-|^  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  faid  gen.  Conway  ; 
which  fums  are  the  balance  of  his  account  with  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  bills  of  exchange  for  1 10  livres  tournois  be  drawn 
by  the  prefident  in  favour  of  lieutenant-colonel  Mullens,  on  the  com- 
millioners  at  Paris  ;  and  that  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Mullens,  for  442^^^  dollars,  which  fums  are  the 
balance  of  his  accounts  with  the  United  States,  and  that  the  fame  be 
delivered  to  gen.  Conway. 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Peter  Landais  be  appointed  to  command  the: 
new  frigate  called  the  Alliance. 

Resolved,  That  col.  William  Malcolm,  deputy  adjutant-general  in 
the  army,  now  under  the  command  of  major-general  Gates,  be  per- 
mitted to  hold  his  rank  in  the  army,  and  his  regiment,  if  the  fame 
fhall  be  kept  up  in  the  new  arrangement  now  making. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  conimiiFioner  of  accounts  in 
the  northern-department,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Edward  Chinn,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

I IHHii 'ITi"  "ITi 

SAfuRDAT,  June  20,    1778. 

Mr.  John  Collins,  a  delegate  from  R.  Ifland,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs, 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  informing^ 
that  the  enemy  have  evacuated  Philadelphia  : 

Oy-dered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  and  one  of  May  28th, 
from  col.  Ethan  Allen,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  col.  Allen  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
cifthe   10th,  fr<^m  col.    G.   Morgan,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  procure 
goods,  and  fuch  other  articles  as  are  proper  for  prefents  to  the  weftern 
Indian  nations,  to  the  amount  of  10,000  dollars,  and  tranfmit  the 
fame  to  Fort-Pitt  to  the  commiffioners,  who  are  to  treat  with  the  Indi- 
ans there  on  the  23d  day  of  July  next  :  and  that  the  faid  commilTion- 
ers  be  airefted  to  difpoie  of  the  goods  among  the  faid  Indians  in  fuch 
manner  as  they  Qiall  judge  will  beft  conduce  to  conciliate  their  affec- 
tions and  fecure  them  in  the  intereft  of  thefe  ftates  : 

That  the  faid  commifTioners  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  military- 
cheft,  at  Fort-Pitt,  for  fuch  fums  as  fiiall  be  neccffary  to  defray  the  con- 
tingent expenfes  of  the  faid  treaty. 
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Ordered,  That  the  feveral  boards  of  Congrefs  put  themfelves  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  remove  from  this  place. 

A  motion  being  made  for  an  advance  of  100,000  dollars  to  the  ftate 
of  New-York, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direftions 
of  the  board  of  treafury,   and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and 
date  as  the  emiffion  direfted  on  the  1  Ith  day  of  April  laft,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  of  each  refpeclive  denomination  progreilive- 
ly,   and  confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

41,667  of  the  denomination  of  40  dollars,    1,666,680 
41,667  do.    of  30   do.  -  1,250,010 

41,666  do.    of  20  do.  -  -  833,320 

41,666  do.     of     8   do.  -  333,323 

41,666  do.    of     7   do.  -  -  291,662 

41,657  do.    of     6   do.  -  250,002 

41.666  do.     of     5   do.  -  -  208,330 

41.667  do.    of     4  do.  -  166,668 


5,000,000 

That  all  powers  and  duties  erf  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  and  of  the  in- 
fpeclors  of  the  prefs,  figners  and  printers  of  the  emiffion  diredled  on  the 
20th  day  of  May,  1777,  fliall  extend  to  the  faid  5,000,000  of  dollars 
now  to  be  emitted,  fubjeft,  however,  to  fuch  diredions  and  inftruc- 
tions  as  the  board  of  treafury  may  judge  expedient. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  report, 

"  That  the  commiffioners  of  claims  have  communicated  to  the  board, 
fundry  errors  in  the  accounts  of  B.  Flower,  commifTary-general  of 
military-ftores,  referred  to  them  for  their  examination,  and  that  it  ap- 
pears to  the  board  that  fome  of  the  accounts  and  receipts  ftrongly  in- 
dicate intentions  of  fraud  in  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commiffary-ge- 
neral  of  military-ftores  :"   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed,  forthwith,  to  caufe 
the  faid  Cornelius  Sweers  to  be  arrefted  and  fecured  until  farther  en- 
quiry can  be  made  into  his  conduft  in  the  premifes. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration :   and,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  the  ftates,  beginning  with  New- 
Hampfhire,  be  called  upon  for  the  report  of  their  conftituents  upon 
the  confederation,  and  the  powers  committed  to  them  ;  and  that  no 
amendments  be  propofed  bat  fuch  as  come  from  a  ftate. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceeding  on  the  articles  of  confederation  be 
poilponed  to  Monday  next,  and  that  it  be  taken  up  immediately  after 
the  reading  of  the  public  letters  and  reports  of  the  treafury,  if  any 
there  are. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  evidence  collected,  and  to  ftate  the  charges  againft  the 
general-officers  who  were  in  the  northern-department  when  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Mount-Independence  were  evacuated,  and  which  is  on  the 
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files,  be  fent  to  gen.  Wafliington,  and  that  he  be  direAed  to  appoint  a 
court-martial  to  proceed  to  trial. 

Six  o'clock,  P.   M. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  accompanied  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  enquiry,  refpecting  the  loffes  of  the  forts  in 
the  Highlands,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  enquiry  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  June  22,    1778. 

Mr.  Samuel  Holten,  a  delegate  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  I5th,  from  col.  Forman,  directed  to  N.  Scudder,  Efq; 
a  delegate  from  N.  Jerfey,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  referred  to  the  boards  of  war  and  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  and  one  of  the  9th,  from  major-general  Heath, 
were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  9th,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
war,  and  that  they  confer  with  the  committee  lately  fent  to  camp, 
and  give  the  neceffary  orders. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  en- 
clofing  one  of  the  5th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  and  one  of  the  loth, 
from  governor  Greene  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Ada,ms,  Mr.  Wentworth,  Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Sherman  and  Mr.  Hancock. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th  of  May,  from  governor  Cafwell,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  W.  Aylett,  Efq;  deputy  commiffary- 
general  of  purchafes,  was  read,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  gov.  Johnfon,  was  read,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  relative  to  inftruftions  given  to  major  Lee  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  the  afternoon. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
N.  York,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  E.  Langworthy,  one  of  the 
delegates  of  Georgia,  to  enable  him  to  pay  a  bill  drawn  by  James 
Whitefield,  Efq;  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  ofaffembly,  expreffed  to  be  for 
paying  an  exprefs  from  Georgia  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  2000  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Cochran,  in  difcharge  of  three 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  John  Aflie,  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Ca- 
rolina, two  of  which  are  dated  the  18th  of  March,  1777,  in  favour  of 
Peter  Mallet,  375  dollars  each  ;  the  other  dated  May  20th,  1777,  in 
favour  of  Peter  and  Daniel  Mallet,  for  1250  dollars  ;  all  expreffed  to 
be  for  the  purpofe  of  provifions  ;  the  faid  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  to  be 
accountable. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the  objeftions  of  the  ft.ates  to  the 
articles  of  confederation  ;  whereupon,  the  delegates  of  Maryland  read 
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to  Congvefs  inftruclions  they  had  juft  received  from  their  conftituents  ; 
and  moved, 

That  the  objeftions  from  the  ftate  of  Maryland  to  the  confederation 
be  immediately  taken  up  and  confidered  by  Congrefs,  that  the  dele- 
gates from  Maryland  may  tranfniit  to  that  ftate,  with  all  poffible  dif- 
patch,  the  determination  of  Congrefs  on  thofe  objeftions  : 

Qucftion  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  in  behalf  of  Maryland, 

"  In  article  4,  ftrike  out  the  word  "paupers,"  and  after  the  words 
"  or  either  of  them,"  infert  "  that  one  ftate  fliall  not  be  burthened  with 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor  who  may  remove  into  it  from  any  of  the 
others  in  the  union  :" 

Queftion  put,  pilTed  in  the  neg-ative,  one  ftate  only  anfwering  ay. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  in  behalf  of  Maryland, 

Article  8,  after  the  words  "  granted  to  or  furveyed  for,"  "  infert  or 
which  lliall  hereafter  be  granted  to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon  :" 

Qneftion  pxit,  pafTed  in  the  negative,  4  ayes,  8  noes. 

A  third  amendment  was  moved  in  behalf  of  Maryland, 

Article  9,  after  the  words  ''  ihall  be  deprived  of  territory'-  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  United  States,"  infert  "  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  af- 
fenibled,  fhall  have  the  power  to  apoint  commiffioners,  who  fliall  be  fully 
authorized  and  empov-ered  to  afcertain  and  reftricl  the  boundaries  of 
fuch  of  the  confederated  ftates  which  claim  to  extend-  to  the  river  Miili- 
fippi  or  South-Sea  :"  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  June  23,    1778. 

Mr.  Titus  Hofrner,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  B.  Elliot,  direded  to  Mr.  Roberdeau, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Waftiington,  and  one  of  the  17th, 
from  gen.  Gates,  with  papers  enclofed,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  lett>;r  from  gen.  Gates  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  commiffioners  of  claims  at  the  board  of  treafury  report. 

That  there  is  due,  to  Francis  Lewis,  Efq;  for  his  exoenfes  to,  in  and 
from  N.Carolina,  when  fent  to  purchafe  goods  for  the  army,  925|.£-dols. 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  his  pay  as  mefffnger  to  Congrefs,  and  for  ex- 
*tra  fervices,  &cc.  from  Jan.  21ft  to  June  l5th,  1778,  both  days  inclu- 
five,  293  dolhn-s  : 

To  Mrs.  E.  Swoope,  for  lodging  and  boarding  baron  Steuben,  his 
two  aids  and  two  fervants  13  days,  104  dollars; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  22d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  eftimate  the  expenfe  of  the  fort 
lately  built  by  Mr.  Roberdeau  in  Bedford  county,  in  Pennfylvania,  and 
report  the  fame  to  Congrefs,  with  their  opinion  by  whom  the  fame  ought 
to  be  defrayed. 
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Resolved,  That  gen.  Gates  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  dif- 
mlis  all  the  fupernumerary  ftafF-oflicers  in  the  diftrict  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  gen.  Gates's  letter  of  the  17th,  and  the 
papers  enclofed,  as  relates  to  the  fupernumerary  officers  of  the  ftaff,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement ;  and  that  they  be  directed 
to  report  a  plan  for  preventing  the  extraordinary  expenfe  ariiing  from 
the  appointment  of  fuch  officers. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire.fted  to  collect  the  ftandards 
and  colours  taken  from  the  enemy,  by  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
{ince  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

The  board  of  war  report,  "  that  the  two  independent  companies  raifed 
in  the  town  of  Weftmoreland,  lately  commanded  by  the  captains  Dur- 
kee  and  Ranfom,  are  reduced  by  various  caufes  to  about  86  non-com- 
mifTioned  officers  and  privates  ;  and  that  there  is  no  chance  of  their  be- 
ing completed  to  the  eftablilhment  ;  that  the  faid  companies  are  now 
detached  from  the  main  army  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  :"  where- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  independent  companies,  lately  commanded 
b};-  the  captains  Durkee  and  Ranfom,  which  were  railed  in  the  town  of 
Weftmoreland,  be  united  and  form  one  company  : 

That  lieutenant  Simon  Spaulding  be  appointed  captain,  and  lieute- 
nants Timothy  Pierce  and  Phineas  Pierce,  lieutenants  of  the  faid  com- 
pany ;  the  faid  lieutenants  to  rank,  Timothy  Pierce  from  the  16th  of 
Jan.  laft,  and  Phineas  Pierce  from  the  1ft  of  April  laft,  the  times  they 
were  refpectively  appointed  to  adt  as  lieutenants  in  the  faid  companies. 

Amotion  was  made,  "  that  the  com.mittee  lately  at  camp,  be  direc- 
ted to  prepare  an  amendment  to  the  refolution  for  apportioning  the 
number  of  battalions  to  the  feveral  ftates,  and  to  report  on  the  pro^ 
prlety  of  further  reducing  them,  and  alio  the  fixteen  battalions,  fo 
called:" 

On  motion  made,  and  the  quefton  put,  that  the  confideration  thereof 
be  poftponed  ;   the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 
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ay  ^ay 
ay'} 

ay  Vaj 

^J 

no  )>ne 
no 


Pennsyhaniaf  Mr.   Boderdeau,      aj^ 

Mr.   James  Smith,  ay  >  ay 

Mr.   Clingan,  ay} 

Delaware,)  Mr.   M'Kean, 

Maryland,  Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.   Carroll, 
Virginia,  Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.   T".  Adams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton, 

Mr.   Matthews, 

Mr.   Hutson, 

Mr.   Heyward, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no  J>no 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  each  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  who  hath 
cnlifted  or  fliall  enlift  into  the  company  of  foot  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
the  town  of  Weftmoreland,  on  the  eaft-branch  of  thcSufqiiehannah,  by 
the  refolution  of  the  !  6th  of  March  laft,  fliall  receive  the  fums  for  find- 
ing his  own  arms,  accoutrements  and  blanket,  as  were  allowed  by  a  re- 
folve  of  the  16th  infl.  to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of 
the  two  regiments  raifing  in  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  to  ferve  for 
one  year  ;  the  faid  fums  to  be  paid  them  immediately  upon  their  paf- 
fmg  mufter  before  the  colonel,  or  in  his  abfence,  the  next  commanding- 
officer  of  the  militia  in  the  faid  town,  and  producing  the  neceffary  ar- 
ticles of  equip  mentioned  in  the  faid  refolve  of  the  16th  infi:. 

That  the  fum  of  1440  dollars  be  granted  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be 

ifTued  to  col.   Dennifon,  of  Weftmoreland  aforefaid,  to  enable  him  to 

pay  the  allowances  above-mentioned  ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the   amendment  of  the   articles   of 

confederation   moved  in  behalf  of  Maryland  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Marchant, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.   Bartlett, 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.   Hancock, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Love  1 1, 
Mr.    Holten, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Connecticut,  Mr.   Sherman, 

Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr.    Wolcott, 
Mr.    Hosmer, 
New-Tork,  Mr.   Lewis, 

Mr.  G.  3Iorris, 
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no  1 
>no 
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Y 


divided. 


JUNE  1778. 


26; 


New-Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania, 


Mr.    Wither  spoon,  cy"^ 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay  V-  ay 

Mr.  Scudder,  ay  j 

Mr.   Roberdeau,  ay  ~\ 

Mr.   James  Smith,  ay  >  ay 


Vi 


rgmta. 


Mr,  Clingan 

Delaware,  Mr.  M'Kean, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  i?.  i/.  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  T".  Adams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr,  Hutso7i,  no  \ 

Mr.  Hey  ward,  no  J 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,     no  ^no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative^ 

The  delegates  from  N.  Hampfliire  being  called  on,  informed  Con- 
grefs, 

That  the  flate  of  N.  Hampfliire  have,  in  their  general  aflembly, 
agreed  to  the  articles  of  confederation  as  they  now  ftand,  and  have 
empowered  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  fame  in  behalf  of  their  flate. 

The  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  being  cahed  on,  read  fundry 
objedions  tranfmitted  to  them  by  their  conftitnents  to  the  articles  of 
confederation,  and  thereupon  mov-ed  in  behalf  of  their  ftate, 

Ift.  That  the  8th  article  be  re-confidered,  \'o  far  as  relates  to  the 
criterion  fixed  on  for  fettling  the  proportion  of  taxes  to  be  paid  by  each 
flate,  that  an  amendment  may  be  made,  fo  that  the  rule  of  apportion- 
ment may  be  varied,  from  time  to  time,  by  Congrefs,  until  experience 
fhall  have  fhewed  what  rule  of  apportionment  will  h~  moft  equal  and 
confequently  mofl  juil : 

Qu^eflion  put,  palfed  in  the  negative,   2  ayes,   8  noes. 

2d.  That  the  5th  feftion  of  the  9th  article  be  re-confidered  fo  far 
as  relates  to  the  rule  of  apportioning  the  number  of  forces  to  be  raifed 
by  each  ftate  on  the  requilition  of  Congrels  : 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative,   3  ayjs,  7  noes. 

3d.  That  the  6th  feftion  of  the  9th  article  be  re-confidered  fo  far 
as  it  m.akes  the  affent  of  nine  ftates  necefl'ary  to  excrcife  the  powers 
with  which  Congrefs  are  thereby  invefled  : 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  delegates  from  R.  Ifland,  being  called  on,  produced  inftrufHiions 
from  their  conftltuents,  and  thereupon  moved  the  following  amend- 
ments : 

1ft.   In  the   5th  article,    after  the  word   "  tv.'o,"  infert  "  members, 
unlefs  by  ficknefs,  death   or  any  other  unavoidable  acciu;Mit,  but  one 
of  the  members  of  a  ftate  can  attend  Congrefs,  in  which  cafe  fuch  ftate 
may  be  reprefented  in  Congrefs  by  one  member  for  the  ipa'ce  of 
months  :" 
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Queftion  put,  pafl'ed  in  the  negative,    1  aye,  9  noes. 

2d.  In  the  8th  article,  after  the  word  "  appoint,"  add  "  fuch  efli- 
aiate  to  be  taken  and  made  once  in  every  five  years  :" 

QucUion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative,  4  ayes,  6  noes. 

od^  In  the  9th  article,  at  the  end  of"  the  fecond  paragraph,  after  the 
words  "  for  tlie. benefit  of  the  United  States,"  add  "  provided  never- 
theltfs,  that  all  lands  within  thefe  ftates,  the  property  of  which,  before 
the  prefent  war,  was  veiled  in  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  or  out  of 
which  revenues  from  quit-rents  arife,  payable  to  the  faid  crown,  fliall 
be  deemed,  taken  and  confidered  as  the  property  of  thefe  United  States, 
and  be  difpofed  of  and  appropriated  by  Congrefs  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  confederacy,  referving,  however,  to  the  ftates,  within  whofe  li- 
mits fuch  crov/n  lands  may  be,  the  entire  and  complete  jurifdiftion 
thereof." 

Queftinn  put,  palled  in  the  negative,    1  aye,  9  noes. 

The  delegates  from  Connecticut  being  called  on,  produced  inftruc- 
dons,  and  thereupon  moved  the  following  amendments  : 

111.  In  the  8th  article,  after  the  words  "  in  proportion  to,"  ftrike 
out  what  iollows  to  tlie  end  of  the  fentence,  and  in  lieu  thereof  infert 
"  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  ftate  :" 

Queftion  put,   paffed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,   9  noes. 

2d.  In  the  9th  article,  at  the  end  of  the  5th  paragrapii,  add  the 
words  following,"  provided  that  no  land-army  ftiall  be  kept  up  by  the 
United  States  in  time  of  peace,  nor  any  officers  or  penfioners  kept  in 
pay  by  them,  who  are  not  in  aitual  fervice,  except  fuch  as  are  or  may 
be  rendered  unable  to  fnpport  themfelves  by  wounds  received  in  battle," 
in-  the  fervice  of  the  faid  ftates,  agreeably  to  the  provifions  already 
made  by  a  reiolution  of  Congrefs  :" 

Qu^^ftion  put,  pafTed  in  the  negative,  1   ay,  1  1  noes. 

The  delegates  of  N.  York  being  •Galled  on,  produced,  under  the 
great  feal  of  their  ftate,  an  exemplification  of  an  act  of  the  legiflature 
thereof,  ratifying  the  articles  of  confederation  as  paffed  by  Congrefs, 
with  a  provifo,  that  the  fame  fliall  not  be  binding  on  the  ftate  until  all 
the  other  ftates  in  the  union  ratify  the  fame. 

The  dtlegates  from  N.  Jerfey  being  called  on,  laid  before  Congrefs 
.1  rcprefentation  of  the  legiftative  council  and  general  alTembly  of  their 
Sate,  refpeifiing  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVedxesdji;  June  24,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Jan.  24th,  from  col.  William  Lee,  to  major-general 
Heath,  was  read,  requefting  leave  to  reftgn  : 

Resolved^  That  his  refignalion  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  March  17th,  from  major  Swafey,  was  read,  requefting 
leave  to  refign  l^.is  commilTion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  informing,  that  capt. 
Smith  h.avinrv  declined  the  appointment  of  fecretary  to  the  board  of 
war,  the  bufinefs  of  the  board  ftiffers  daily  for  want  of  proper  afilf- 
tanee,  and  therefore  calling  the  attention  of  Congrefs  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  fecretarv  : 
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Resolvedf  That  to-morrow  be  affigncd  lor  appointing  a  fecretaryte 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Resolved,  That  on  Saturday  next  Congrefs  be  adjourned  from  this 
place  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  Thurfday,  the  2d  day  of  July  next- 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  propetr 
meafures  for  a  public  celebration  of  the  anniverfary  of  independence,  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  4th  day  of  July  next,  and  that  they  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  invite  the  prefident  and  council  and  fpeaker  of  the  al- 
fembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  fuch  other  gentle- 
men and  grangers  of  diflinclion,  as  they  lliall  deem  proper  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Hancock  and  Mr.  Matthews^ 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  in  a  body,  attend  divine  worfliip  on 
Sunday,  the  5th  day  of  July  next,  to  return  thanks  for  the  divine  mer- 
cy in  fupporting  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates,  and  that  the  chap- 
lains be  notified  to  officiate  and  preach  fermons  luited  to  the  occalioix. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read, 
enclofmg  a  paper  of  intelligence  refpefting  Indian  incurfions  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the   treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  applied  by  the  faid 
board  to  the  purpofe  of  purchafmg  linens,  hofe,  flioes,  S:c.  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accounta.bie. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

»«ea^  ^^  <HiiiH»i 

TnuRSVAr,  June  25,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gen.  .Walliington,  in  N.  Jerfey,  near 
Coryell's-ferry,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  the  council  of  war  of  the  ftate  of  H, 
Ifland,  &c.  direded  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  Nvas  laid  before  Con- 
grefs, and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it -be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

Congrefs  refiimed  the  confideration  of  a  report  of  the  24th,  from  the 
board  of  treafury  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  100,000  dollars  of  the  300,000,  for  which  a  war- 
rant iffued  the  12th  of  Feb.  laft,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Penn- 
fylvania, to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  the  prefident  of  that  ftate  for 
the  purchafe  of  flour,  &c.  be  applied  to  the  purpofe  of  paving  for  the 
clothing  m'=ntioned  in  the  letter  of  the  5th,  from  the  prefident  of  the 
council  of  Pennfylvania. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  wliereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  independent  corps  raifed  by  col.  Armand,  in 
confequence  of  gen.  Wailiington's  permiffion,  be  taken  into  continen- 
tal pay  ;  the  pay  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the  refpedive  enlift- 
ments  of  the  non-commiftioned  officers  andprivates  engagedinthe  fame-: 

That  gen.  Walliington  be  authorized  to  officer  this  corps  with  fuch 
foreign  and  other  officers  of  merit  as  at  prefeYit  hold  commiffions,  and 
who  are  not  already  and  cannot  be  annexed  to  other  corps  on  the  pro- 
pofed  arrangement  of  the  army  : 

That  if  any  of  the  ftates  ffiali  think  proper  to  allow  the  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  and  privates,  who  have  or  fliall  enlift  in  col.  armand's 
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corps,  the  bounty  allowed  by  them  refpeflively,  in  addition  to  the 
continental  bounty,  the  men  fo  engaged  fliall  be  credited  as  part  of 
the  quota  of  tfie  ftate  who  fliall  allow  the  additional  bounty  : 

That  the  fum  of  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by 
therr.  advanced  to  col.  Armand,  towards  paying  the  continental  boun- 
ty and  lecruiting-  charges  of  the  faid  corps  ;  for  which  fum,  col.  Ar- 
tnand  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  gov.  Greene, 
major-general  bullivan,  &c.  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  moft  earneftly  recommended 
to  the  ftate  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  over  and  above  the  quota  affigned 
-to  thtm  for  the  defence  of  R.  Ifland  by  the  convention  of  Springfield,  to 
complete  and  fend  forward  with  all  pofflble  difpatch,  the  number  of  men 
affigned  by  the  faid  convention  to  the  ftate  of  Connefticut,  in  lieu  of 
the  additional  number  of  militia  fent  to  Hudfon's-river  by  Connedlicut, 
in  behalf  of  MafTachufetts-Bay. 

Resohed,  That  gen.  Waftiington  be,  and  he  is  hereby  dire£led  ro 
order  the  continental  battalion  railed  by  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  now  in  the  main  army,  to  the  faid  ftate  for 
the  defence  thereof,  if  in  his  opinion  the  fame  may  be  done  without 
any  injury  to  the  general  intereft  of  thefe  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  they  are  hereby  direiEled 
to  furnifli  maior-general  Sullivan  with  2000  ftand  of  arms,  including 
the  number  already  ordered  by  the  faid  board,  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  ftate  troops  and  militia  under  his  command,  from  the  arms  lately 
imported  into  Portfmouth,  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampfliire,  if  any  there 
be,  or  from  fome  convenient  magazine  ;  and  that  they  order  major- 
general  Sullivan  to  take  particular  care  that  the  arms  be  delivered  up 
by  the  militia  before  they  leave  the  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-department  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  caufe  to  be  built,  equipped  and  manned, 
three  large  gallies  for  the  defence  of  Providence,  Warren  and  Taun- 
ton-rivers,  or  procure  three  fuitable  vefTcls  for  that  purpofe,  if,  upon 
advifm'T^  with  the  council  of  war  in  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  and  gen.  Sullivan,  they  fliall  judge  the  meafures  to 
be  expedient. 

Ordered,  That  the  part  of  the  report  relative  to  advancing  a  fum 
of  money  to  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

TJjree   o'clock,   P.    M. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  20.000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay- 
mafter  toithe  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  the  contingent  expenfes 
of  the  faid  board  ;  for  which  fum  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  2000  d'jllars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates,  of  the  ftate  of  Con- 
nedicLit,  1000  on  the  application  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  and  1000  on 
the  application  of  Mr.  6.  Wolcott,  two  of  the  faid  delegates  ;  the 
ftate  to  be  accouniable. 

The  commiflioners  of  cliims  report, 

That  there  is  due  to  major  James  Armftrong  Wilfon,  a  balance  in 
full  for  the  p?.y  of  his  own  and  capt.  Samuel  Poftlethwait's  company, 
and  of  1;3  men  belonging  to  difierent  regiments  in  brigadier  Wayne's 
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tllvirion  doing  duty  witli  major  Wilfon's  company,  from  the  IR  of 
April  to  the  5th  of  June  infl.  when  the  two  companies  were  difchar- 
ged,  and  for  expenfes  and  charges  in  raifing  the  faid  companies,  the 
fum  of  1005-|^  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  reprefentation  from  Ni  Jerfeyj 
on  the  articles  of  confederation,  which  was  read,  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.     The  representation  of 

the  Legislati'oe  Council  and  Geiieral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New- 

Jersey,  sheiveth, 

"  That  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between 
the  ftates  of  New-Hampfliire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Illand  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connefticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Ca- 
tolina  and  Georgia,  propofed  by  the  lion,  the  Congrefs,  of  the  faid 
ftates,  feverally  for  their  confideration,  have  been  by  us  fully  and  at- 
tentively confidered  ;  on  which  we  beg  leave  to  remark  as  follows  : 

Ift.  In  the  5th  article,  where,  among  other  things,  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  delegates  from  the  feveral  ftates  are  defcribed,  there  is  no 
mention  of  any  oath,  teft  or  declaration,  to  be  taken  or  made  by  them 
previous  to  their  admiflion  to  feats  in  Congrefs.  It  is  indeed,  to  be  pre- 
fumed,  the  refpective  ftates  will  be  careful  that  the  delegates  they  fend 
to  affift  in  managing  the  general  interefts  of  the  union,  take  the  oaths 
to  the  government  from  which  they  derive  their  authority  ;  but  as  the 
United  States,  collectively  confidered,  have  interefts  as  well  as  each 
Jjarticular  ftate,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  fome  teft  or  obligation,  bind- 
ing  upon  each  delegate  while  he  continues  in  the  truft,  to  confult  and 
purfue  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter,  and  particularly  to  affent  to  no 
vote  or  proceeding  which  may  violate  the  general  confederation,  is  ne- 
ceffary.  The  lav/s  andufages  of  all  civilifed  nations  evince  the  proprie- 
ty of  an  oath  on  fuch  occafions,  and  the  more  folemn  and  important 
the  depofit,  the  more  ftrong  and  explicit  ought  the  obligation  to  be. 

2d.  By  the  6th  and  9th  articles,  the  regulation  of , trade  feems  to  be 
committed  to  the  feveral  ftates  within  their  feparate  jurifdiftions,  iri 
fuch  a  degree  as  may  involve  many  .difficulties  and  embarraffments, 
and  be  attended  with  injuftice  to  fome  ftates  In  the  union  :  we  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  fole  and  exclufive  power  of  regulating  the  trade  of 
the  United  States  with  foreign  nations,  ought  to  be  clearly  vefted  in 
the  Congrefs,  and  that  the  revenue  arifing  from  all  duties  and  cuftoms 
impofed  thereon,  ought  to  be  appropriated  to-tKe  oullding,  equipping 
and  manning  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  and  defence  of  the 
coafts,  and  to  fuch  other  public  and  general  purpofes  as  to  the  Con- 
grefs Ihall  feem  proper,  and  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  ftates.  This 
principle  appears  to  us  to  be  juft,  and  it  may  be  added,  that  a  great  fe* 
curity  v/ill  by  this  means  be  derived  to  the  union  from  the  eftabllfh- 
nient  of  a  common  and  mutual  intereft. 

3d.  It  is  vi^Ifely  provided  in  the  6th  article,  that  no  body  of  forces 
ftiall  be  kept  up  by  any  ftate  in  time  of.peace,  except  fuch  number  only 
as  in  the  judgement  of  the  United  States  In  Congrefs  p.ffembled,  (hall 
be  deemed  requifite  to  garrifon  the  forts  neceffary  for  the  defence  of 
fuch  ftates  :  we  think  it  ought  alfo  to  be  provided  and  clearly  expref- 
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fed,  that  no  body  of  troops  be  kept  up  by  the  United  States  in  time  of 
peace,  except  fuch  number  only  as  fliallbe  allowed  by  the  affent  of  nine 
ftates.  A  Handing  army,  a  military  eilabli(hment,  and  every  appendage 
thereof,  in  tune  of  peace,  is  totally  abhorrent  from  the  ideas  and  prin- 
ciples of  this  ftate.  In  the  memorable  ail  of  Congrefs,  declaring  the 
United  Colonies  free  and  independent  dates,  it  is  emphatically  men- 
tioned, as  one  of  the  caufes  of  feparation  from  Great-Britain,  that  the 
fovereign  thereof  had  kept  up  among  us,  in  time  of  peace,  {landing  ar- 
mies without  the  confent  of  the  legiilatures.  It  is  to  be  wilhed  the  li- 
berties and  happinefs  of  the  people  may  by  the  confederation  be  careful- 
ly and  explicitly  guarded  in  this  refpeft. 

4th.  On  the  8th  article  we  obferve,  that  as  frequent  fettlements 
of  the  quotas  for  fupplies  and  aids  to  be  furniflied  by  the  feveral  ftates, 
in  fupport  of  the  general  treafury,  will  be  requiiite,  fo  they  ought  to 
be  fecured.  It  cannot  be  thought  improper  or  unneceffary  to  have  them 
{buck  once  at  leafl;  in  every  {ive  years,  and  oftener  if  circumftances  Avill 
allow.  The  quantity  or  value  of  real  property  in  fome  ftates  may  en- 
creafe  much  more  rapidly  than  in  others,  and  therefore  the  quota,  M'hich 
is  at  one  time  juft,  will  at  another  be  difproportionate. 

5th.  The  boundaries  and  limits  of  each  ftate  ought  to  be  fully  and 
finally  fixed  and  made  known  :  this  we  apprehend  would  be  attended 
•with  very  falutary  eflfecls,  by  preventing  jealoufies  as  well  as  contro- 
verfies,  and  promoting  harmony  and  confidence  among  the  ftates.  If 
the  circumftances  of  the  times  would  not  admit  of  this,  previous  to 
the  propofal  of  the  confederation  to  the  feveral  ftates,  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  principles  upon  which,  and  the  rule  and  mode  by  which 
the  determination  might  be  condudled,  at  a  time  more  convenient  and 
favourable  for.  difpatching  the  fame  at  an  early  period,  not  exceeding- 
five  years  from  the  final  ratification  of  the  confederation,  would  be 
fatisfadlory. 

6th.  The  9th  article  provides,  that  no  ftate  fliall  be  deprived  of  ter- 
ritory for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  ;  whether  we  are  to  under- 
ftand,  that  by  territory  is  Intended  any  land,  the  property  of  which  was 
heretofore  vefted  in  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  ;  or  that  no  mentioa 
of  fuch  land  is  made  in  the  confederation,  we  are  conftrained  to  ob- 
ferve, that  the  prefent  war,  as  we  always  apprehended,  was  underta- 
Yen  for  the  general  defence  and  intereft  of  the  confederating  colonies, 
now  the  United  States.  It  was  ever  the  confident  cxpeclation  of  this 
ftate,  that  the  benefits  derived  from  a  fuccefslul  conteft,  were  to  be 
general  and  proportionate  ;  and  that  the  property  of  the  common  ene- 
my, falling  in  confequence  of  a  profperous  iffue  of  the  war,  would  be- 
long to  the  United  ftates,  and  be  appropriated  to  their  ufe.  We  are 
therefore  greatly  difappointed  in  finding  no  provifion  made  in  the  con- 
federation for  empowering  the  Congrefs  to  diipofe  of  fuch  property,  but 
cfpecially  the  vacant  and  impatented  lands,  commonly  called  the  crown 
lands,  for  defraying  the  expenfes  of  the  war,  and  for  fuch  other  public 
and  general  purpofes.  The  jurifdiftion  ought  in  every  inftance  to  be- 
long to  the  refpectlve  ftates  within  the  charter  or  determined  limits  of 
which  fuch  lands  may  be  feated  ;  but  reafon  and  juftice  nnift  decide, 
that  the  property  which  exifted  in  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  pre- 
vious to  the  prefent  revolution,  ought  now  to  belong  to  the  Congrefs, 


JUNE  1778.  -  271 

in  truft  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  United  States.  They  have  fought 
and  bled  for  it,  in  proportion  to  their  refpeftive  abilities,  and  there- 
fore the  reward  ought  not  to  be  predileftionally  diftributed.  Shall  fuch 
ftates  as  are  Hint  out  by  fituation  from  availing  themfelves  of  the  leaft 
advantage  from  this  quarter,  be  left  to  fink  under  an  enormous  debt, 
•whilft  others  are  enabled,  in  a  fliort  period,  to  replace  all  their  expen- 
ditures from  the  hard  earnings  of  the  whole  confederacy  ? 

Tth.  The  9th  article  alfo  provides,  that  the  requlfition  for  the  land 
forces  to  be  furniflied  by  the  feveral  flates  fhall  be  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  white  inhabitants  in  each.  In  the  aft  of  independence  we 
find  the  following  declaration  :  "  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evi- 
dent,  that  all  men  are  created  equal  ;  that  they  are  endued  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights,  among  which  are  life,  liberty 
and  the  purfuit  of  happinefs  :"  of  this  doftrine  it  is  not  a  very  remote 
confequence,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  every  fociety,  be  the  colour 
of  their  complexion  what  it  may,  are  bound  to  promote  the  intereft 
thereof,  according  to  their  refpeclive  abilities.  They  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  brought  into  the  account  on  this  occafion.  But  admitting  necef- 
lity  or  expediency  to  juftify  the  refufal  of  liberty  in  certain  circum- 
ftances  to  perfons  of  a  particular  colour,  we  think  it  unequal  to  reckon 
upon  fuch  in  this  cafe.  Should  it  be  improper,  for  fpecial  local  rea- 
fons,  to  admit  them  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,  yet  we  con- 
ceive the  proportion  of  forces  to  be  embodied  ought  to  be  fixed  accor- 
ding to  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  ftate,  from  whatever 
clafs  they  may  be  raifed.  If  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  a, 
Itate,  whofe  inhabitants  are  all  whites,  both  thofe  who  are  called  into 
the  field  and  thofe  who  remain  to  till,  the  ground  and  labour  In  mecha- 
'  nical  arts  and  otherwife,  are  reckoned  in  the  eflimate  for  ftriking  the 
proportion  of  forces  to  be  furniflied  by  that  ftate,  ought  even  a  part  of 
the  latter  defcription  to  be  left  out  in  another  ?  As  it  is  of  indifpenfi- 
ble  neceffity  in  every  war,  that  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  be  employed 
for  the  ufes  of  luifbandry  and  otherwife  at  home,  while  others  are  cal- 
led into  the  field,  there  muft  be  the  fame  propriety  that  owners  of  a 
diiTerent  colour,  who  are  employed  for  this  purpofe  in  one  flate,  while 
ivbites  are  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  another,  be  reckoned  in 
the  account  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  prefent  inftance. 

8th.  In  order  that  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  furniflied  in  each  flate, 
on  occafion  of  a  war,  may  be  equitably  afcertained,  we  are  of  opinion, 
tliat  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  flates  ought  to  be  numbered  as  fre- 
quently as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit,  and  once  at  leaft  every 
five  years.  The  difproportioned  encreafe  in  the  population  of  different 
flates  may  render  fuch  provifion  abfolutely  necelTary. 

9th.  It  is  provided  in  the  9th  article,  that  the  affent  of  nine  flates 
out  of  the  thirteen,  fliall  be  neceffary  to  determine  in  fundry  cafes  of 
the  higheft  concern.  If  this  proportion  be  proper  and  jufl,  it  ought 
to  be  kept  up,  fliould  the  ftates  encreafe  in  number,  and  a  declaration 
thereof  be  made  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  union. 

That  we  think  it  our  indifpenfible  duty  to  folicit  the  attention  of 
Congrefs  to  thefe  confiderations  aj^  remarks,  and  to  requeil  that  tlie 
purport  and  meaning  of  them  be  adopted  as  part  of  the  general  confe- 
deration ;  by  which  means  we  apprehend  the  mutual  Interefts  of  all  the 
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■ftates  will  be  better  fecured  and  promoted,  and  that  the  legillature  of 
this  (late  will  then  be  juflified  in  ratifying  the  fame." 

Whereupon  it  was  moved,  that  the  feveral  articles  in  the  confe- 
deration, referred  to  in  the  foregoing  reprefentation,  be  fo  far  re-confi- 
dered  as  to  admit  the  purport  and  meaning  of  the  additions,  alterations 
and  amendments  propofed  in  the  faid  reprefentation  : 

Queftion  put,  palTed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  6  noes,    1  divided. 

The  delegates  of  Fennfylvania  being  called  on,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendments,  in  behalf  of  their  ftate  : 

lH:.  In  the  firft  paragraph  of  the  5th  article,  dele    the  words  "  for 
the   remainder  of  the  year  :" 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative,   2  ayes,  8  noes,  1  divided. 

2d.  That  fuch  part  of  the  9th  article  as  refpecls  the  poft-office,  be 
altered  or  amended,  fo  as  that  Congrefs  be  obliged  to  lay  the  accounts 
annually  before  the  legidatures  of  the  feveral  dates  : 

Queftion  put,  pafTed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

3d.  In  the  5th  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  expunge  the  word 
"  iv/jtte  :" 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  7  noes,    1  divided. 

4th.  In  the  laft  fedlion  of  the  9th  article,  after  the  word  "  dele- 
gates,"  add  "  refpectively  :" 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative,    1  aye,    10  noes. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia  being  called  on,  informed  Congrefs 
that  they  are  empowered  to  ratify,  in  behalf  of  their  ftate,  the  articles 
of  confederation,  as  they  now  ftand. 

The  delegates  from  S.  Carolina  being  called  on,  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendments,   in  behalf  of  their  ftate  : 

1ft.  In  article  4,  between  the  Avords  "  free  inhabitants,"  infert 
?'  white  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  8  noes,    1  divided. 

2d.  In  the  next  line,  after  the  words  "  thefe  ftates,"  infert  '^  thofe 
T/ho  refufe  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  confederacy  :', 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,   8  noes. 

Sd.  After  the  words  "  the  feveral  ftates,"  infert  "  according  to  the 
law  of  fuch  ftates  refpedlively,  for  the  government  of  their  own  free 
white  inhabitants  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  8  noes,    1  divided. 

4th.  After  the  words  "  of  which  the  owner  is  an  inhabitant,"  infert 
^?  except  in  cafes  of  embargo  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

5th.  In  the  firft  paragraph  of  the  5th  article,  Ptrike  out  "  1ft  Mon- 
4ay  in  November,"  and  infert  "  19th  day  of  April:" 

Paffed  in  tht  negative,    1  aye,   9  noes,    1  divided. 

6th.  In  the  2d  paragraph  of  the  5th  article,  fubftitute  "  three,"  in 
the  place  of  "  two,"  and  "  two"  in  the  place  of  "  three,"  and  "  four" 
in  the  place  of  "  fix  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,   2  ayes,   9  noes. 

7th.  In  the  3d  paragraph,  for  "  committee,"  read  "  grand  council :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,    1  aye,  9  noes,    1  divided. 

8th.  In  the  1ft  paragraph  of  the  6th  article,  for  "  prince  or  ftate,'' 
yead  "  prince  or  foreign  ftate,  except  the  fame  be  upon  the  fubjed  of 
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commerce,  nor  then  fo  as  to  interfere  with  any  treaty  or  alliance  of 
the  United  States  made  or  treaty  propofed  by  Congrefs :" 

Paired  in  the  negative,   2  ayes,   9  noes. 

9th.  In  the  2d  paragraph  of  the  6th  article,  ftrike  out  "  by  fome  na^ 
tion  of  Indians,"  and  after  the  words  "  to  invade  fuch  flate,"  infert 
^'.or  upon  requifition  to  affift  a  fiftcrTflate  actually  invaded  or  threaten- 
ed with  an  invahon  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  8  noes. 

10th.  In  the  1ft  paragraph  of  the  7th  article,  ftrike  out  "  of  or  un- 
der the  rank  of  colonel,"  and  after  "  ftiall  be  appointed"  infert  "  and 
^ommiffioned  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,   8  noes,    1  divided. 

1 1th.   At  the  end  of  the  7th  article  add, 

"  The  troops  to  be  railed  fliall  be  deemed  .the  troops  of  that  ftate  by 
which  they  are  raifed.  The  Congrefs  or  grand  council  of  the  ftates 
may,  when  they  think  proper,  make  requifition  to  any  ftate  for  two- 
thirds  of  the  troops  to  be  raifed;  which  requifition  ihall  be  binding  upon 
the  faidftates  refpeftively  ;  but  the  remaining  third  Ihall  not  be  liable 
to  be  drawn  out  of  the  ftate  in  which  they  are  raifed,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  fame.  When  any  forces  are  railed, 
they  fhall  be  under  the  command  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  ftate 
in  which  they  are  fo  raifed,  unlefs  they  be  joined  by  troops  from  any- 
other  ftate,  in  which  the  Congrefs  or  grand  council  of  the  ftates  may- 
appoint  a  general-officer  to  take  the  command  of  the  whole  :  and  un- 
til the  fame  can  be  done,  the  command  fliall  be  in  the  fenior  officer 
prefent,  who  fliall  be  amenable  for  hiscondnftto  the  executive  autho- 
rity of  the  ftate  in  which  the  troops  are,  and  Ihall  be  liable  to  be  fuf- 
pended  thereby.  The  expenfes  of  the  troops  fo  to  be  raifed,  fliall  be 
defrayed  by  the  ftate  to  which  they  belong  ;  but  when  called  into  fer- 
vice  by  the  United  States,  they  fliall  be  fed  and  paid  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  United  States. 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

12  th.  In  the  firft  line  of  the  8th  article,  ftrike  out  "  charges  of  war 
^nd  all  other  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  8  noes,  1  divided, 

13th.  In  the  fame  article  ftrike  out  "  according  to  fuch  mode  as  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  Ihall,' from  time  to  time,  diredf  and 
appoint ;"  and  inftead  of  "  and  improvements  thereon  fliall  be  eftima- 
ted,"  read  "  and  improvements  thereon  fliall  by  periods  of  years  not  ex- 
ceeding ten,  as  often  as  may  be  required  by  Congrefs,  be  generally  ef- 
timated  by  perfons  to  be  appointed  by  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpedjve 
ftates  to  value  the  fame  upon  oath  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

14th.  In  the  firft  paragraph  of  article  the  9th,  ftrike  out  "  appoin- 
ting courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  hlgh- 
feas,"  and  in  lieu  thereof,  infert  "  declaring  what  aAs  committed  on 
the  high-feas  fliall  be  deemed  piracies  or  felonies  :" 

Paffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes, 

15th.  In  the  fecond  paragraph  of  tlie  9th  article,  for  "  be  the  laft 
refort  on  appeal,"  read  "  decide  and  determine,"  and  ftrike  out  "  all 
that  relates  to  the  mode  of  fettling  differences  betv/een  ftates  and  con- 
troverfies  concerning  private  right  of  foil :" 
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Faffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

16th.  In  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  after  the  words  "  in 
any  term  of,"  ftrike  out  "three,"  and  infert  "two:" 

Faffed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  7  noes,  1  divided. 

17th.  In  the  fixth  paragraph  of  the  9th  article,  for  "  unlefs  nine 
flates,"  read  unlefs  "  eleven  ftates :" 

Faffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

18th.  At  the  end  of  the  famfi  paragraph  ftrike  out  the  words  "in 
Congrefs  affembled  :" 

Faffed  in  the  negative,  1  ay,  10  noes. 

19th.  In  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  9th  arcicle,  after  the  words  "and 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  of  each  ftate  on"  for  "  any"  read 
"  every,"  and  ftrike  out  the  words  "  when  it  is  delired  by  any  delegate  :" 

Faffed  in  the  negative,  2  ayes,  9  noes. 

20th.  In  the  fame  fentence,  ftrike  out  "  a  ftate  or,"  and  alfo  "  at  his 
or  their  requeft,"  and  after  the  words  "  and  the"  infert  "  refpeclive 
ftates  or  the"  and  after  "  fliall"  infert  "upon  requifition :" 

Faffed  in  the  negative,   1  ay,  10  noes. 

2  1ft.  Amend  the  laft  claufe  of  the  1 3th  article,  fo  as  to  read  "  unlefs 
fuch  alteration  be  agreed  to  by  eleven  of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
affembled,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  legiflatures  of  eleven  of 
the  United  States  :" 

Faffed  in  the  negative,  3  ayes,  6  noes,  2  divided. 

The  delegate  from  Georgia  being  called  on,  informed  Congrefs  that 
he  has  not  yet  received  any  inftructions  or  orders  from  his  conftitu- 
ents,  refpe£ling  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  but  that  his  ftate  having- 
ftiewn  fo  much  readinefsto  ratify  them,  even  in  an  imperfeft  ftate,  and 
it  being  fo  much  for  their  intereft,  that  the  confederation  fliould  be  rati- 
fied, he  had  no  doubt  of  their  agreeing  to  the  articles  as  they  now  ftand. 

Delaware  and  N.  Carolina  not  having  delegates  prefent  in  Congrefs, 
no  report  was  received  from  them,  faving  what  is  contained  in  gov. 
Cafwell's  letter,  informing,  that  the  legiflature  of  N.  Carolina  have 
agreed  to  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the 
form  of  a  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Dana, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat^  June  26,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  major-general  Arnold,  in  Philadelphia, 
with  a  proclamation  enclofed,  Avas  read;  alfo,  two  letters  of  the  8th, 
from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia  ;  one,  of  the  25th,  from  col.  G.  Morgan, 
and  one  of  the  25th,  from  the  board  of  war,  with  fundry  papers  enclo- 
fed, refpecting  Cornelius  Sweers,  whom  they  have  arrefted  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratificat'on  of  the 
articles  of  confederation,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  A^as  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

To  all  to  ivhom  these  presents  shall  come  : 

JFe,  the  delegates  of  the  states  affixed  to  our  names  send  greeting. 

Whereas,  the  deleg'ates  of  the  United  States  of  America   in.  Go»- 
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grefs  affembled,  did,  on  the  l5th  day  of  November,  In  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven,  and  in  the  fecond 
year  of  the  independence  of  America,  agree  to  certain  articles  of  con- 
federation and  perpetual  union  between  the  ftates  of  New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
necticut, New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Penufylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  the  words 
following,  viz. 

(Here  infert  the  articles  printed.) 

Which  articles  were  by  Congrefs  propofed  to  the  legiflatures  of  all 
the  United  States,  to  be  confidered,  and  if  approved  of  by  them,  they 
were  advifed  to  authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  fame  in  the  Con- 
grefs of  the  United  States.  And,  whereas,  it  hath  pleafed  the  Great 
Governor  of  the  World  to  incline  the  hearts  of  the  legiflatures  we  re- 
fpecllvely  reprefent  in  Congrefs  to  approve  of,  and  to  authorize  us  to 
ratify  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  ;  KNOW 
YE,  that  we,  the  underfigned  delegates,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  au- 
thority to  us  given  for  that  purpofe,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  in  the  name 
and  in  behalf  of  our  refpeftive  conftituents,  fully  and  entirely  ratify  and 
confirm  each  and  every  of  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union,  and  all  and  fingular  the  matters  and  things  therein  con- 
tained ;  and  we  do  further  folemnly  plight  and  engage  the  faith  of  our 
refpeftive  conftituents  that  they  Ihall  abide  by  the  determinations  of 
the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  on  all  queftions,  which  by 
the  faid  confederation  are  fubmitted  to  them  ;  and  that  the  articles, 
thereof  Ihall  be  inviolably  obferved  by  the  ftates  we  refpeclively  repre- 
fent ;  and  that  the  union  fliall  be  perpetual. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands,  this 

day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

feventy-elght,  and  in  the  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  with  the 
above  ratifications,  be  engroffed  on  parchment,  in  order  that  the  fame 
may  be  figned  before  Congrefs  adjourn  from  this  place. 

A  petition  from  Henry  Klein,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  oftreafury. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  commifTioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor- 
general,  report. 

That  there  is  due,  to  John  Brown,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk  of  the 
committee  of  commerce,-  from  July  21ft,  1777,  to  June  21ft,  1778, 
825  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Funk,  for  two  boxes  with  locks,  and  a  large  cheft  for  the 
fecretary's-office,  32  dollars  : 

To  John  Thaxter,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk  in  the  fecretaiy's-ofRce, 
from  the  6th  of  May,  to  the  1 5th  of  June,  inclufiVe,  100  dollars,  and 
for  contingent  expenfes  for  the  ufe  of  the  office,  4-t3.  dollars  : 

To  Martin  Brenicife,  for  attending  Congrefs,  from  tlie  1ft  to  the 
27th  of  June,  inclullve,  36  dollars,  and  for  ringing  the  bell,  the  fame 
time;  9|"|dollars  : 
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To  John  Fifher,  for  rene-\vlng  two  copperplates  for  loan-office  cer-' 
tificates,  and  making  two  letters  in  the  device  of  the  30  dollar  billsj 
20  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fald  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered.)  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr« 
James  Smith,  a  delegate  of  the  flate  of  Penniylvania,  for  1000  dol- 
lars, advanced  upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  fald  ftate  is  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  Iffne  in  favour  of  the  flate  of  R.  Ifland  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  for  100,000  dollars,  on  Jofeph  Clark,  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  fald  ftate  ;  one  other  warrant,  for* 
50,000  dollars,  on  the  treafurer  of  the  fald  ftate  ;  and  one  other  war- 
rant, for  100,000  dollars,  on  the  treafurer  of  Connefticut  ;  the  laft: 
mentioned  fums  being  part  of  a  continental  tax  affeffed  in  purfuance 
of  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  22d  day  of  November  laft,  on  the 
fald  ftates  refpedlively  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  250,000  dollars  ;  for 
which  the  fald  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  in  favour  of  John  Glbfon,  Efq;  auditor-ge- 
neral, for  one  million  of  dollars,  on  the  treafurer,  who  is  to  tranfmit  the 
fame  to  J.  Gibfon,  at  Philadelphia,  to  anfwer  the  draughts  of  Con- 
g-refs  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  In  favour  of  Jofeph  Noiirfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  300,000  dollars,  toi 
be  by  him  tranfmltted  to  Benjamin  Stelle,  deputy  pay-mafter  in  the 
ftate  of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  ;  and  that  Ebenezer 
Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the  eaftcrn-department^ 
who  is  to  be  accountable,  be  furniOied  with  a  copy  of  this  order  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  hon.  Henry 
Laurens,  preGdent  of  Congrefs,  for  3000  dollars,  for  the  purpofe  of 
paying  expreffes  ;  he  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Sherman, 
a  delegate  of  the  ftate  of  Conneclicut,  for  1000  dollars,  it  being  ad- 
vanceduponhisapplicatlon  ;  for  which  thefald  ftate  istobe  accountable* 

l^he  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe 
of  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  relative  to  an  application  for  one 
million  of  dollars  on  loan,  report, 

That  the  continental  demands  upon' the  treafury  are  fo  great  and 
preffing,  that  fo  large  a  loan  as  Is  reqnefted  by,  the  ftate  of  Georgia, 
cannot  be  granted  ;  but  as  of  the  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  granted 
to  Georgia  In  Auguftlaft,  the  fum  of  198,400  dollars  remains  uniffued 
by  the  treafury,  it  Is  recommended  that  the  fum  of  198,400  dollars  be 
forthwith  llTued  and  tranfmltted  to  Georgia,  to  complete  the  loan  of 
one  million  already  granted  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  fald  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  tlie  25th,  from  the  board  of  war,  be  re- 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.-  G.  Morrlsi, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATunDAT,  June  27,    1778. 
A  memorial  from  colonel  M.  Swoope,  was  reads 
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Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  :  -s^.^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

The  coniniittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  25th,  from 
the  board  of  war,  relative  to  Cornelius  Sweers,  bropght  in  a  report  ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Cornelias  Sweers  be  fent  to  Philadelphia  under 
guard,  and  that  the  commanding-officer  in  Philadelphia  be  directed  to 
order  the  faid  Cornelius  Sweers  to  be  there  kept  under  guard  until  he 
Ihall  be  duly  difcharged. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Mr.  Holker, 
brought  in  a  report : 

The  queflion  put  to  agree  to  the  faid  report,  paffcd  in  the  negative. 

The  engroffed  copy  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  with  the  ratifi- 
cation aT;reed  to,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  the  fame,  upon  exami- 
nation, being  found  incorreft. 

Ordered,  That  another  copy  be  made  and  laid  before  Congrefs  on 
or  before  the  4th  of  July  next,  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  refpeclive 
flat es  lodge  with  the  fecretary,  their  powers  for  ratifying  the  fame. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ord''red,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Henry- 
Klein,  for  500  dollars,  advanced  him  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  Thurfday  next,  to  meet  at  the  flate-houfe  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

POWERS  of  the  States  to  their  Delegates,  to  ratify  the  Articles. 
of  Confederation. 

"  State  of  New- Hampshire  : 
In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  March  4,  177S. 

The  houfe  took  into  confideration  the  13th  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union  between  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America, 
as  Hgreed  to  by  the  honourable  Congrefs  of  the  faid  ftates,  and  came 
to  the  following  refolution  thereon,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  agree  to  faid  articles  of  confederation,  per- 
petual union,  &.c.  and  do,  for  ourfelves  and  conftituents,  engage  that 
the  fame  Oiall  be  inviolably  obferved  by  this  flate  :  and  the  delegates 
of  this  ftate  for  the  time  being,  at  the  Congrefs  aforefaid,  are  hereby 
empowered  and  inftructed  to  ratify  the  fame  in  behalf  of  this  ftate. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

John  Dudley,  Speaker  pro  tern. 
In  Council,  the  fame  day,  read  and  concurred, 

E.  Tkompsou,  Secretary. 
Copy.      Atteft.  Meshech  Weare,  President." 

Massachusetts-Bay  : 

Council  Chamber,  Eofton,  March  10,  1778, 
Gentlemen, 
The  general  court  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay?  having  ^tte^L- 
tively  confidered  the  articles  of  c^onfederation  and  perpetual  union  be- 
Voj..  IV.  N  2 
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tween  the  United  States  of  America,  recommended  to  our  attention 
by  the  honourable  Congrel's,  do  approve  of  them,  In  general,  as  well  cal- 
culated to  fecure  the  freedom,  Ibvereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States.  Perhaps  no  plan  could  have  been  propofed  better  adap- 
ted to  the  circumftances  of  all.  We,  therefore,  the  council  and  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  of  this  ftate,  in  general  court  affembled,  do,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  good  people  of  this  ftate,  inftruft  you,  their 
delegates, to  fubfcribe  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
as  they  were  recommended  by  Congrefs,unlefs  the  following  alterations, 
or  fuch  as  may  be  propofed  by  the  other  ftates,  can  be  received  and 
adopted  without  endangering  the  union  propofed. 

In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  general  affembly, 

Jeremiah   Powell,  President. 

To  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  in  Congrefo. 

"  Rhode-Island  and  Fro'cidence  Plantations  : 

Bj  his  excellency  Nicholas  Cooke,  -Ef*/;  Governor,  Captain-General  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  of,  and  over  the  State  of  Rhode-Island  and 
Providence  Plantations. 

Be  it  known  that  Henry  Ward,  Efq;  who  hath  under  his  hand  cer- 
titied  that  the  annexed  copy,  purporting  an  aft  of  the  general  affembly 
of  the  ftate  aforefaid,  empowering  the  delegates  of  the  faid  ftate  in 
Congrefs  to  accede  to  and  fign  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union  between  the  thirteen  United  States,  is  a  true  copy,  Is  fe- 
cretary  of  the  faid  ftate,  duly  elefted  and  engaged  according  to  law. 
Wherefore,  unto  his  certificate,  of  that  matter,  full  faith  and  abfolute 
credit  is,  and  ought  to  be  univerfally  rendered. 

(L.  S.)  Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  of  the  faid  ftate,  at  Providence, 
this  18th  day  of  Feb.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight.  Nicholas   Cooke. 

By  his  excellency's  command, 

Henr-x   Ward,  Secretary, 

At  the  general  affembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  ftate  of 
R.  Illand  and  Providence  Plantations,  begun  and  holden  by  adjourn- 
ment at  Eaft-Greenwich,  within  and  for  the  ftate  aforefaid,  on  the  2d 
Monday  in  Feb.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-eight  ;  This  affembly  having  taken  into  coniideration  the 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  ftates  of  N. 
Hampftiire,  Maffachnfetts-Bay,  Rhode-Iftand  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, Cci1nedlicut,N.  York,  N.  Jerfey,  Pcnnfylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  tranfmitted  l)y 
Congrefs  to  this  ftate,  and  having  had  them  repeatedly  read,  and  ha- 
ving maturely  v/elo^hed  and  moft  ferioufly  deliberated  upon  them  as  their 
importance  to  this  and  the  other  ftates  and  to  pofterity  deferves  ;  and 
confidering  alfo  the  prefTing  neceffity  of  completing  the  union  as  a 
meafure  effential  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Independence  and  fafety  of 
the  faid  ftates,  do  vote  and  refolve,  and  it  is  voted  and  refoived,  that 
the  hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq;  Will  lam  Ellery,  Efq;  and  Henry 
Marchant,  Efq;  tlie  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  or 
anv  one  of  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  fully  authorized  and  empow- 
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cred,  on  th?  part  and  behalf  of  this  flate,  to  accede  to  and  iign  the  faid 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  in  fuch  folemn  fonn  and 
manner  as  Congrefs  fiiall  think  beft  adapted  to  a  tranfadYion  fo  impor- 
tant  to  the  prefent  and  future  generations  ;  provided,  that  the  fame 
be  acceded  to  by  eight  of  the  other  ftates  :  and  in  cafe  any  alterations 
in,  or  additions  to  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union, 
Ihall  be  made  by  nine  of  the  faid  ftates  in  Congrefs  affembled,  that  the 
faid  delegates  or  any  one  of  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  in  like  manner,  to  accede  to  and  fign  the  faid  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  with  the  alterations  and  additions 
that  fl-iall  be  fo  made.  It  is  further  voted  and  refolved,  that  this  affem- 
bly  will  and  do  hereby,  in  behalf  of  the  faid  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  pledge  the  faith 
of  the  faid  ftate  to  hold  and  confider  the  afts  of  the  faid  delegates  or 
any  one  of  them,  in  fo  acceding  to  and  figning  the  faid  articles  of  con- 
federation and  perpetual  union,  as  valid  and  binding  upon  the  faid 
ftate  in  all  future  time.  And  it  is  further  voted  and  refolved,  that  a  fair 
copy  of  this  ad\  be  made  and  authenticated  under  the  public  feal  of  this 
ftate,  with  the  fignature  of  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  delegates  ;  and  that  the  fame  Ihall  be  fufficient  warrant 
and  authority  to  the  faid  delegates  or  any  one  of  them  for  the  puipofes 
aforefaid. 

A  true  copy  duly  examined, 
Witnefs,  Henry  Ward,  Secretary," 

''   Connecticut : 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Goveriior  and  Company  of  the  State  of 

Connecticut,    holclen   at  Hartford,  by  acljournmejit,  on   the    \2th  dcy 

of  February,    1778. 

The  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  propofed  by  Con- 
grefs to  be  entered  into  by  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America, 
being  laid  before  this  affembly  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  were 
read,  and   maturely  confidered  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  ftate,  who  ftiall  be  prefent  in 
Congrefs,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  in 
behalf  of  this  ftate,  to  agree  to,  and  ratify  the  faid  articles  of  confe- 
deration, with  fuch  amendments,  if  any  be,  as  by  them,  in  conjunction 
with  the  delegates  of  the  other  ftates  in  Congrefs,  ftiall  be  thought 
proper.  A  true  copy  of  record. 

Examined  by  Gkorge   Wyllys,  Secretary.'' 

"  NcTJ'York  : 

The  people  of  the   State  of  Nenv-Tork,   one    of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  the  grace  of  God,  free  and  independent,  to  their  brethren 
of  the  other  of  the  said   United  States   in  Congress  assembled,  and 
to  all  others  tvho  shall  see  these  our  letters  patent,  send  greeting. 
Know  ye.  That  among  the  ac"\s  of  pur  fenate  and  affembly  of  our 
faid  ftate,  we  have  infpefted  a  certain  aft  of  the  faid  fenate  and  affem- 
bly, the  tenor  whereof  is  as  follows,  to  wit  :   "  An  aft  of  acceffion  to 
and  approbation  of  certain  propofed  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
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petual  union  between  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  authorize 
the  delegates  of  the  f^nte  of  New-York  to  ratify  the  iame  on  the  part 
and  behalf  of  this  ftate  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  faid  United  States.  Where* 
as  the  freedom,  fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  faid  ftates,  which, 
with  a  magnanimity,  fortitude,  conflancy,  and  love  of  liberty,  hither- 
to unparalleled,  they  have  afferted  and  maintained  againft  their  cruel 
and  unrelenting  enemies,  the  king  and  parliament  of  the  realm  of 
Great-Britain,  will,  for  their  lafting  and  unihaken  iecurity,  in  a  great 
meafure  depend,  under  God,  on  a  wife,  well-concerted,  intimate  and 
equal  confederation  of  the  faid  United  States  :  and,  whereas,  the  hon. 

■  the  Congrefs  of  the  faid  United  St^ites  have  tranfmitted,  for  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  legiilature  of  this  ftate,  and  for  their  ratification  in 
cafe  they  (hall  approve  of  the  fame,  the  following  urtlcks  of  con- 
federation, to  wit  : 

(Here  the  articles  are  recited  ve-rbatim.) 
And,  whereas,  the  fenate  and  affembly  of  this  ftate  of  N.  York, 
in  legiilature  convened,  have  feparately  taken  the  faid  feveral  articles 
of  confederation  into  their  refj^ective,  moft  deliberate  and  mature  con- 
fideration,  and  by  their  feveral  and  refpec\ive  refolutions,  deliberately 
made  and  entered  into  for  the  purpofe,  have  fully  and  entirely  appro- 
ved of  the  fame.  In  order,  therefore,  that  fuch  approval  may  be  pub- 
liflied  and  made  known  to  the  whole  world,  with  all  the  foienniitics  of 
law,  and  that  all  the  fubjecls  of  this  ftate  and  others  inhabiting  and 
relidiiig  therein,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  thereafter,  as  long 
as  the  faid  confederation  ftiall  fubtii^  and  endure,  maybe  bound  by  and 
held  to  the  due  obfervance  of  the  faid  articles  of  confederation,  as  a 
law  of  this  ftate,  if  the  fam.e  (hall  be  duly  ratified  by  all  the  faid  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congrefs  afl"embled,  be  it  enaded  and  declared  by  the 
people  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Y''ork,  reprefented  in  fenate  and  affembly, 
and  it  is  hereby  enatted  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  faid 
feveral  above-recited  articles  of  confederation,  and  all  and  lingular 
the  claufes,  matters  and  things  in  the  fame  contained,  be,  and  the 
fame  are  hereby,  fully  accepted,  received  and  approved  of  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  people  of  this  ftate.  And  to  the  end,  that  the  fame  may, 
"with  all  due  form  and  folemnity,  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  this  ftate 
in  Congrefs,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the 
delegates  of  this  ftate  in  the  faid  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  two  or  the  faid  delegates,  Ihal!  be,  and  hereby  are 
fully  authorized,  empowered  and  required  wholly,  entirely  and  abfo- 
lutely,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  jDeople  of  this  ftate,  and  in  fuch  man- 
ner, and  under  fuch  formalities  as  Uiall  be  determined  in  Congrefs,  to 
ratify  and  confirm  all  and  every  of  the  faid  above-recited  articles  of 
confederation,  and  all  and  fingular  the  claufesj  matters  and  things  in 
the  fame  contained  ;  and  that  an  exemplification  of  this  acl,  tefted  by 
his  excellency  the  governor  or  the  lieutenant-governor,  or  preftdent 
of  the  fenate  of  the  ftate  for  the  time  being,  adminiftering  the  govern- 
ment, and  authenticated  Avith  the  great  feal  of  this  ftate,  Oiill  be  full 
and  conclufive  evidence  of  this  acl.  Provided  always,  that  nothing 
in  this  aft  or  the  faid  above-recited  articles  of  confederation  contained, 
nor  any  aft,  matter  or  thing  to  be  done  and  tranfafted  by  the  delegates 
of  this  flate  in  Congrefs,  iii  and  concerning  ttie  premifes,  or  any  part 
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thereof,  fhall  bind  or  oblige  or  be  deeiTieci,  conrirui-d  or  eneemed  to 
bind  or  oblige  the  government,  h^giilature,  people,  Tubjefts,  inhabi- 
tants or  reiidents  of  this  ftate,  until  the  faid  above-recited  articles 
fliall  have  been  duly  ratified  and  confirmed  by  or  in  behalf  of  all  the 
faid  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTembled  ;  any  thing  jierein  or  in  the 
faid  above-recited  articles  of  confederation  contained  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wife  notwithflanding."  At  the  boctom  of  which  adt  we 
find  the  following  certificates,  to  wit.-  "  In  fenate,  Thurfday,  Jan.' 
29,  1778.  This  bill,  having  been  read  the  third  time,  Refulved,  that 
the  bill  do  pafs.  By  order  of  the  fcnate,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  pre- 
fident.  In  afTembly,  Tuefday,  Feb.  3,  1778.  This  bill  having  been 
read  three  times,  Refolved,  that  the  bill  do  pafs.  By  order  of  the  af- 
fembly,  Walter  Livingfton,  fpcaker."  And  on  the  back  of  faid  bill  we 
find  the  following  endorfement  in  writing,  to  v^/it  :  "  In  the  council 
for  reviruig  all  bills  about  to  be  paffcd  into  laws  by  the  legiHature  of 
the  ftate  of  N.  York,  on  Friday,  6th day  of  Feb.  1778.  Refolved,  that 
it  does  not  appear  improper  to  this  council  that  the  bill  entitled  "  an 
a£l  of  acceffion  to  and  approbation  of  certain  propofed  articles  of  con- 
federation and  perpetual  union  between  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  to  authorize  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  N.  York  to  ratify  the 
fame  on.  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  flate,  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  (hould  become  a  law  of  this  flate.  George  Clinton."  In  tefci- 
iTiOny  whereof,  we,  the  faid  people  of  the  ftate  of  N.  York,  have  caufed 
the  faid  a£l  of  our  faid  fenate  and  affembly  to  be  exemplified  by  thefe 
prefents,  and  our  great  feal  of  our  faid  ftate  to  be  hereunto  appended. 
Witnefsour  trufty  and  well-beloved  George  Clinton,  Efq;  our  governor 
of  our  faid  ftate,  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  militia,  and 
admiral  of  our  navy  of  the  fame,  the  l6th  day  of  February,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  our  independence  and  foverelgnty,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight. 

George  Clinton. 
By  his  excellency's  command, 

Richard  Hatfield,  Secretary." 

"  Pennsjlvania: 

The  reprefentatlves  of  the  freemen  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  general  affembly  met,  to  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Dr. 
of  laws,  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Efq;  Jonathan  B. 
Smith,  Efq;  James  Smith,  Efq;  of  York-town,  William  Clingan,  Efq; 
Jofeph  Reed,  Efq;  delegates  for  the  faid  commonwealth  in  the  Con- 
grefs of  the  United  States  of  America,  fend  greeting. 

Know  ye,  that  we  the  faid  reprefentatlves  having  taken  into  our 
moft  ferious  and  weighty  confideratlon  and  deliberation  the  articles  of 
confederation  liPtween  the  ftates  of  N.  Hamp'hire,  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
R.  Iftand  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connedicut,  N.  York,  N-  Ter- 
fey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  S. "Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia,  lately  tranf.nitted  to  us  by  the  hon.  Henry  Lau- 
rens, Efq;  prefident  of  the  faid  Congrefs,  do  by  this  prefcnt  inftrument, 
figned  by  our  fpeaker,  and  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth, accede  to,  ratify,  confirm  and  agree  to  the  faid  articles  j 
which  faid  articles  are  as  foUowSj  to  >vit : 
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(Here  the  articles  are  recited  verbatim.) 
And  \\z  the  faid  reprefentatives  do  hereby  authorize,  «»mpowcr,  re- 
quire and  enjoin  you  the  faid  Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert 'Morris,  Da- 
niel Roberdean,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  James  Smith,  William  Clingan 
and  Jofeph  Reed,  or  any  two  of  you,  in  the  name  of  the  faid  common- 
wealth of  Pennfylvania,  to  accede  to,  ratify,  confirm  and  agree  to  the 
faid  articles  of  confederation.  In  teftimony  whereof,  we  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  the  lav.'s  of  Pennfylvania  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  in  general 
affembly,  at  Lancafter,  the  fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight. 

(Seal  appended.)  John  Bayapd,  Speaker." 

"  Virginia  : 
Li  general  alTembly,  December  15,  1778. 

Resolved,  neiniiie  coniradicente,  that  a  fpeedy  ratification  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation  between  the  United  States  of  America  will  con- 
found the  devices  of  their  foreign,  and  fruflirate  the  machinations  of 
their  domeftic  enemies  ;  encourage  their  firm  friends,  and  fix  the  wa- 
rering  ;  contribute  much  to  the  fupport  of  their  public  credit  and  the 
j-eftoration  of  the  value  of  their  paper-money  ;  produce  unanimity  in 
their  councils  at  home  and  add  weight  to  their  negociations  abroad  ; 
and  completing  the  independence  of  their  country,  eftablifh  the  bell 
foundation  of  its  profperity. 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  that  the  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union,  propofed  by  Congrefs  the  7th  day  of  Nov.  lafl, 
between  the  ftates  of  N.  Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  R.  liland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  N.  York,  N.  Jerfey,  Pennfylva- 
nia, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, and  referred  for  approbation  to  the  confideration  of  the  feveral  le- 
giflatures  of  the  faid  flates,  be  approved  and  ratified  on  the  part  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  that  our  delegates  in  Congrefs  be  accordingly  au- 
thorized and  inflruc^ed  to  ratify  the  fame,  in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  they  attend,  for  that  purpofe,  on 
or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March  next. 

Archibald  Cary,  Speaker  of  the  Se7iate. 
G.  Wytiie,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates." 

"  North-Carolina  : 
State  of  North-Carolina.   In  Senate,  "2 5th  of  April,   1778.     To  his  Ex- 
cellency Richard  Casiveli,  Esquire,   Captain-General,  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  fjfc.  iS'c. 

SIR, 

The  two  houfes  of  the  general  afTeinbly  have  taken  into  confidera- 
tion the  confederacy  propofed  to  the  United  States  by  the  continental 
Congrefs,  and  have  unanimoufly  acceded  thereto,  and  requeft  your  ex- 
cellency v^ill  be  pleafed  to  inform  the  prefidentof  the  continental  Con- 
grefs thereof  by  the  earlieft  opportunity. 

Whitmii-l  Hill,  S.  S. 
John  Williams,  S.  G. 
By  order,  J.   Sitgb eaves,  C.  S." 
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Soutb-CaroVnia : 
In  the  General  Affembly,  the  4th  day  of  February,  1778. 

Resolved^  nemine  contradicente^  that  the  delegates  of  this  ftate  in 
the  continental  Congrefs,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized,  on  the  part  of  this  ftate,  to  agree  to  and  ratify  articles  of 
confederation  between  the  United  States  of  Amerlp;a. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  fent  to  the  hon.  the 
leg-illative  council  for  their  concurrence,  and  to  his  excellency  tlic  pre- 
lident  for  his  affent. 

By  order  of  the  houfe, 

Thomas   Bee,  Speaker* 
In  the  Legillative  Council,  the  5th  day  of  February,   1778. 
Read  the  foregoing  refolutii.'n  of  the  general  a'Jembly. 
Resohed,  That  this  houfe  do  concur  with  the  general  affembly  in 
the  faid   refolution. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  fent  to  his  excellency  the  prefident  for  his  alTent. 
Affented  to,  February  5th,   1778.  J.  Rutledgk. 

By  order  of  the  houfe, 

Hugh   FlUtledge,  Speaker,'' 

.  Georgia  : 
Houfe  of  Affembly,  Thurfday,  February  26,  1778. 

The  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union, 
and  after  fome  tune  fpent  therein,  Mr.  fpeaker  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Whir.efield,  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  reported,  they  had 
taken  the  laid  articles  into  con  fide  ration  andgone  through  the  fame, and 
made  feveral  amendments  thereto,  v.'hich  were  read  and  agreed  to. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

George   Cutkbert,  Clerk, 

Report  of  the   amendments  to  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union  : 

4th  article,  4th  page,  4th  line,  add  the  words  "  white  inhabitants  :" 
6th  line,  between  the  words  "  vagabonds  and"  add  "  all  perfons  who 
refufe  to  bear  arms  in  defence  of  the  (late  to  which  they  belong,  and 
all  perfons  Avho  have  been  or  fhall  be  attainted  and  adjudged  guilty  of 
high  treafon  in  any  of  the  United  States." 

9th  article,  20th  page,  20th  line,  between  the  word?  "  emitted  to" 
add  "  and  the  expenditure  of  the  fame  :" 

1  1th  article,  25th  page,  between  the  words  "  Canada  acceding"  add 
"  and  the  colonies  of  Eaft  and  Weft-Florida." 

A  true  copy  from  the  original,  taken  the  24th  of  May,  and  examined  by 

George  Cuthbert,  C.  FT.   A. 

Houfe  of  Affembly,  Thurfday  February  26,  1778. 
Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  this  ftate  be  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  lay  before  the  general  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  the 
feveral  alterations  propofed  and  agreed  upan  by  this  houfe  tbis  day  in 
the  articles  of  confederation,  and  that  they  do  nfe  their  exertions  to 
have  fuch  alterations  agreed  to  and  confirmed  in  Congrefs. 
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Resohcd,  That  in  cnfe  all  or  none  of  iiich  alterations  fliall  be  ag'reed 
to  and  confirmed  in  Congrefs,  that  then  and  notwithftanding  they  be 
empowered  and  required,  in  behalf  of  this  ftate,  to  fign,  ratify  and  conT 
firm  the  fcveral  articles  of  the  confederation  recommended  to  the  ref- 
pective  legiflatures  of  the  United  States  by  Congrefs,  or  any  other  plan 
of  a  general  contederiiti'jn  which  (hall  be  agreed  upon  by  nine  of  the 
United  States.     ^■ 

Extraft  from  the  minutes, 

George  Guthbert,  Clsrk. 

Pbiladel-Jjia  : 
According  to  adjournment,  the  prefident  and  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers met  at  the  flate-houfe,  on  Thurfday  the  2d  of  July,  and  adjourned 
from  day  to  day,  to 

TuESDAr,  yu/j  7,   1778. 

Ten  Aates  attending. 

Mr.  E.  Eoudmot,  a  delegate  from  N.  Jerfey,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  one  of  the  28th,  and  one  of  the  29th  of  June, 
and  one  of  July  1ft,  from  gen.  Wafhington,\vere  read. 

A  letter,  of  June  19th,  from  gen.  Heath,  was  read,  enclofing  fun- 
dry  letters  that  pafled  between  him  and  major-general  Philips,  confe- 
quent  to  the  death  of  lieut.  Richard  Brown,  of  the  troops  of  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga,  who  wasfliot  by  a  centinel  "  for  not  ftopping  when 
repeatedly  challenged,  as  he  was  riding  out  of  the  lines  with  two  wo- 
men :"   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  of  major-general  Heath's  conduft 
refpedling  major-general  Philips,  confequent  upon  the  death  of  lieut. 
Pi.ichard  Brown,  of  the  troops  of  the  convention. 

Ordered,  That  an  extraft  of  major-general  Heath's  letter,  with  the 
letters  that  paffed  between  him  and  major-general  Philips,  together 
with  the  inqueft  held  on  the  body  of  lieut.  R.  Brown,  be  publifhed. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  gen.  Heath's  letter  as  relates  to  money, 
■with  the  acccount  of  proviftons  iffued  to 'the  troops  of  the  convention 
of  Saratoga,  from  Nov.  6th,  1777,  to  March  7th,  1778,  and  thofe 
received  in  lieu  thereof,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  tdok  into  confideration  the  letter  of  June  29tn,.  and  that 
of  July  1ft,  from  gen.  Walhington,  giving  an  account  of  his  move- 
ments from  Valley-Forge  to  Monmouth  court-houfe,  In  the  ftate  of 
New-Jerfey,  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  and  of  a  viclory  obtained  over 
the  Britifli  army  commanded  bvgen.  ftr  H.Clinton,  in  a  battle  near 
Monmouth  court-houfe,  on  the  28th  of  June  :   w'hereupon, 

Resolved  itnanimoiish.  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to 
^?y\.  Walhington  for  the  a6>ivity  with  Vi/hich  he  marched  from  the 
camp  at  Valley-Forge,  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ;  for  his  diftinguifhed 
exertions  in  forming  the  line  of  battle  ;  and  for  his  great  good  con- 
duct in  leading  on  the  attack  and  gaining  the  important  vidfory  of 
Monmouth  over  the  Britifli  grand  armv,  under  the  command  of  gen. 
Or  II.  Clinton,  in  their  march  f.om  Philadelphia  to  New-York. 

Resolved,  Tliat  gen.  WalLington  be  direfted  to  fignify  the  thanks 
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©f  Congfefs  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  undef  his  command,  who 
diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  the  conduct  and  valour  at  the  battle  of 
Monmouth. 

Ordered^  That  Mr*  Huntington,  Mr.  Wolcott  and  Mr.  Scudder, 
have  leave  of  abfence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  July  8,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  June  .30th,  from  major-general  Putnam,  was  read  S 

Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  April  4th,  and  one  of  the  26th  of  the  fame  month,  from 
Jnajor^general  R.  Howe,  at  Savannah,  and  one  of  April  4th,  from  gov. 
Houflon,  of  Georgia,  were  read  i 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury* 

A  letter,  of  June  29th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  enclofing  a  letter  to 
liim  from  Duncan  Stewart,  of  London  ;  alfo  one  of  May  27th,  from 
Mr.  prefident  Weare,  of  New-^Hampfliire  ;  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  June  25th,  from  gov.  Livingilon,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
copy  of  Ephraim  Marfli's  affidavit : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Boudinot. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  was  read,  reprefenting 
the  diftrelTed  condition  of  the  N.  Jerfey  brigade  for  want  of  clothing  t 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  faid 
board  be  diredled  to  take  fpeedy  and  effedlual  meafures  for  fupplying 
the  New- Jerfey  brigade  with  neceffary  clothing. 

A  letter,  of  June  16th,  from  Mr.  John  Carter,  continental  agent  in 
Virginia,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  and  one  of  the  28th  of  June,  and  one  of  July 
2d,  from  general  Gates,  were  read,  enclofing  a  number  of  papers  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  a  letter  of  June  27thj 
from  major-general  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Deane,  Indian  interpreter,  and  a  letter  of  July  3d,  from  colonel 
Butler,  of  Weftmoreland,  which  were  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fend  for  and  confer 
with  the  Seneca  chiefs  who  have  lately  quitted  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  enquire  in  what  character  and  with  what  views  they  have  come 
among  us,  whether  as  reprefentatives  or  ambaffadors  of  the  Seneca 
nation  ;  and  whether  the  Seneca  nation,  as  fuch,  have  committed  hof- 
tilitles  againft  us,  and  report  fpecially  and  immediately  to  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  June  30th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  en- 
clofing a  copy  of  a  letter  of  May  18th,  from  B.  Franklin  and  John 
Adams,  Efqrs;  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  B.  Franklin  and  John  Adams,  Efqrs; 
be  publiflied. 

Ordered  That  the  clothier-general,  or,  in  his  abfence,  his  deputy 
m  Philadelphia,  be  directed  immediately  to  make  out  and  lay  before 
Congrefs  an  exaft  and  particular  invoice  of  all  and  every  kind  of  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  which  have  been  purchafed  or  taken  up  by  tht 
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clothier-gcncral  or  any  of  his  deputies  within  this  city,  together  wItV 
a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  perforts  of  whom  they  have  been  purchafed, 
and  from  whom  taken,  and  the  prices  at  which  they  were  purchafed. 
Resolved^  That  the  governors  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  be  feve- 
rally  requefted  to  take  proper  meafures  for  giving  the  earlieft  intelli* 
gence  to  any  French  fleet  or  fhips  of  war  that  may  appear  off  the  Bay 
of  Chefapeake,  of  a  fleet  of  Britifh  fhips  of  war  being  ready  to  fail  for 
N.  America,  as  by  the  information  tranfmitted  from  the  American, 
commiflioners  at  Paris  ;  and  that  they  be  refpeftively  defired  to  ac- 
commodate any  fuch  French  fleet  or  fliips  of  war  Avith  good  pilots  for 
bringing  them  fafely  into  the  Bay,  fliould  they  incline  to  come  there  : 

That  a  iimilar  requeft  and  proper  advice  be  tranfmitted  to  each  of 
the  governors  of  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

An  application  being  made  for  an  advance  of  200,000  dollars  toths 
ftate  of  N.   Jerfey, 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

—1^^  — 

TnuRSDAr,  July  9,   1778. 

Mr.  Andrew  Adams,  a  delegate  from  Connedicut,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  at  Brunfwick,  was 
read  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  army,  re- 
pair, without  delay,  to  gen.  Walhington's  head-quarters,  and  proceed 
on  the  bufinefs  committed  to  them. 

A  letter  from  major  Romand  de  Lifle,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  officers  belonging  to  different  regiments  of  the 
flate  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  memorial  from  the  lieutenants  and  mailers  in  the  navy  and  cap- 
tains of  marines,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Faillie,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  ThRt  Mr.  Hancock  and  Mr.  Ellery  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation, 
to  be  figned  by  the  delegates,  the  following  words  be  omitted,  to  wit  : 
*'  which  articles  were  by  Congrefs  propofed  to  the  legiflatures  of  all 
the  United  States,  to  be  confidered,  and.,  if  approved  of  by  them,  they 
are  advifed  to  authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  fame  in  the  Con- 
grefs of  the  United  States." 

The  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  engroifed  on  a  roll 
of  parchment,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  was  examined,  and  the  blanks 
in  the  third  line  from  the  bottom  being  filled  up  at  the  table  with  the 
words  "  ninth,"  and  "  July,"  and  the  blank  in  the  laft  line  with  the' 
word  "  third,"  the  fame  was  figned,  on  the  part  and  in  behalf  of  their 
refpeftive  ftatcs,  by  the  delegates  of  N.  HampOiire,  MalTachufetts-Bay, 
R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  ConneAicut,  N.  York,  Penn- 
fylvania, Virginia  and  S,  Carolina,  agreeably  to  the  powers  veiled  in 
them. 
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The  delegates  of  the  ftates  of  N.  Jerfey,  Delaware  and  Maryland, 
informed  Congrefs  that  they  have  not  yet  received  powers  to  ratify 
and  fign. 

North-Carolina,  whofe  legiflature  has  ratified  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration, and  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  were  not  at  this  time  reprefented 
in  Congrefs, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  ftates  in  this  union,  that  have  not  hitherto  authori^ 
zed  their  delegates  in  Congrefs  to  ratify  the  confederation,  informing 
fuch  ftates  how  many,  and  what  ftates  have  already  ratified  the  fame 
and  deiiring  that  fuch  ftates  will,  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  authoi 
rize  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  confederation  in  the  Congrefs  of  the 
TJited  States  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

Several  members  of  Congrefs  having  intimated  that  they  have  recei- 
ved letters  from  fome  of  the  Britifli  commiflioners  ; 

Ordered,  That  all  letters  received  by  members  of  Congrefs  from  any 
of  the  Britidi  commiffioners  or  their  agents,  or  from  any  fubjeft  of 
the  king  of  Great-Britain,  of  a  public  nature,  be  laid  before  Congrefs. 

Mr.  R.  Morris  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  dire£led  to  him,  dated 
Philadelphia,  June  16,  1778,  and  figned  George  Johnftone,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  confult  with  the  board 
of  war,  and  jointly  agree  with  the  governor  of  Virginia  for  fuch  part 
of  the  Roderique's  cargo,  purchafed  by  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  as  they 
Iliall  think  wanting  for  continental  ufe. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  was  read. 

The  boai-d  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  an  invoice  of  fundry  mer- 
chandize, conftgned  to  Mr.  Holker  and  lately  arrived  at  York-town, 
brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  direfted  and  authori- 
zed to  contract  with  Mr.  Holker  for  all  the  hats,  blankets  and  flioes, 
fpecified  in  the  faid  invoice,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  ftiall  deem  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Boudinot  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
tition from  the  prifoners  in  N.  York. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  a  bill  drawn  on  him  by  John 
Baynton,  deputy  pay-mafter-general,  in  favour  of  col.  John  Piper,  for 
£.  2074  :  14  :  4,  Pennfylvania  currency,  being  the  amount  of  pay  due 
to  the  militia  of  Bedford  county,  in  the  continental  fervice  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 

Adjoprned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  July   10,    1778. 

Two  leters,  of  the  6th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  were  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  June  25th,  from  major-gejieral  Heath,  enclofing  a  copv 
of  a  letter  from  him  to  major-general  Philips  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  Ift; 
inlh  from  major-general  Schuyler  ;  were  read. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfylvania  laid  before  Congrefs  the  following 
)etters,  which  were  read,  viz.  one  of  the  2d,  from  Samuel  Hunter  to  Joho 
Hambrigbt,  Efq;  one  of  the  8tb,from  Robert  Levers  to  George  Biyan, 
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Efq;  vice-prefident  of  Pennfylvania ;  and  one  of  the  7th,  from  Jacob  , 
Stroud  to  Robert  L.  Hooper,  Efq; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 

A  petition  from  Auguft  Wille  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, in  favour  of  col.  John  Piper,  for  5532|-|  dollars,  to  anfwer  a 
draught  in  his  favour  from  John  Baynton,  deputy  pay-mafter  of  the  wef-- 
tern-diftria,  dated  Fort-Pitt,  April  27,  1778,  for  j^.  2074  :  14  :  4, 
Pennfylvania  currency  ;  the  faid  John  Baynton  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  application  of  major-general  R.  Howe,  by  his  letter, 
dated  Savannah,  April  26,  1778,  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq; 
for  2029  dollars,  in  favour  of  col.  Marbary,  to  reimburfe  part  of  a  fum 
which  he  advanced  for  the  payment  and  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  for  100,000  dollars,  and 
another  warrant  on  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continen- 
tal loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favour 
of  the  delegates  of  that  flate,  it  being  agreeably  to  an  application  of 
the  general  affembly  thereof,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  the  arrears 
due  to  their  militia  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  ftates  in, 
this  union,  who  have  not  hitherto  authorized  their  delegates  to  ratify 
the  confederation,  brought  in  a  draft,  which  being  read  and  amended, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

SIR, 

Congrefs,  intent  upon  the  prefent  and  future  fecurity  of  thefe  Uni- 
ted States,  has  never  ceafed  to  confider  a  confederacy  as  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  union,  which  can  alone  eftablifli  the  liberty  of  America  and  ex- 
clude for  ever  the  hopes  of  its  enemies.  Influenced  by  confiderations 
fo  powerful,  and  duly  weighing  the  difficulties,  which  oppofe  the  expec, 
tation  of  any  plan  being  formed,  that  can  exactly  meet  the  wifhes  and 
obtain  the  approbation  of  fo  many  ftates,  differing  effentially  in  various 
■  points ;  Congrefs  have,  after  mature  deliberation,  agreed  to  adopt  with- 
out amendments  the  confederation  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  ftates  for 
their  approbation.  The  ftates  of  N.  Hampftiire,  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Conne£licut,  N.  York,  Pennfyl-, 
vania,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina  and  S.  Carolina  have  ratified  the  fame, 

and  it  remains  only  for  your  ftate  with  thofe  of.,.,— to  conclude  the 

glorious  compaft,  which,  by  uniting  the  wealth,  ftrength  and  councils, 
of  the  whole,  may  bid  defiance  to  external  violence  and  internal  diffen-, 
tions,  whilft  it  fecures  the  public  credit  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Con- 
grefs is  willing  to  hope  that  the  patriotifm  and  good  fenfe  of  your  ftate 
will  be  influenced  by  motives  fo  important,  and  they  i-equeft,  fir,  that 

you  will  be  pleafed  to  lay  this  letter  before  the  legiftature   of  «.:-< in 

order  that,  if  they  judge  it  proper,  their  delegates  may  be  inftruftedto 
ratify  the  confederation  with  all-convenient  difpatch  ;  trufting  to  fu^ 
ture  deliberations  to  make  fuch  alterations  and  amendments  as  expe- 
yience  may  fticw  to  be  expedient  and  juft.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SAfuRDAr,  Jnlj  11,  1778. 
The  perfident  informed  Gongrefs,  that  a  private  letter,  Avhich  he  has 
received  from  prefident  Lowndes,  of  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  con- 
tains information  of  a  public  nature  ;  a  motion  was  made, 

That  the  prefident  be  requefted  to  communicate  to  Gongrefs  fo  much 
of  the  letter  as  relates  to  the  public  ; 

A  previous  queftion  was  moved  and  put,  that  that  queftion  be  not 
now  put ;  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  being  put,  palTed  in  the  affirmative  : 
Whereupon,  an  extradl  of  a   letter  of  June    17th,  from  prefident 
Lowndes,  of  S.  Garolina,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read,  refpec^ 
ting  the  clothier's-department  in  that  ftate,  and  fome  praftices  relative 
to  loan-office  certificates  ; 

Ordered^  That  fo  much  of  the  extraft  as  relates  to  the  clothier's- 
department  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  with  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  clothier-general's  department : 

That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  loan-office  certificates,  be  refers 
red  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  Robert  Martin,  lieutenant  in  the  con, 
tinental  navy,  at  Snow-Hill,  was  read,  that  being  there  on  furlough 
till  called  to  duty,  and  hearing  of  a  French  fleet  on  the  coaft,  he  has 
prefumed  to  go  on  board  the  faid  fleet  without  orders,  apprehending 
that  he  may  be  ferviceable  there. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  William  Crofs,  was  read  ; 
Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Ebenezer  Hazard,  was  read,  upon  v/hich 
a  motion  was  made  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  and  motion  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr,  S.  Adams. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, for  1500  dollars,  in  favour  of  John  Hancock,  Efq;  it  being  for  the 
fum  of  1300  dollars  advanced  baron  Steuben,  at  Bofton  ;  to  enable 
him  to  profecute  his  journey  to  confer  with  Gongrefs  at  York-town  ; 
and  for  200  dollars,  the  price  of  a  horfe  delivered  to  the  faid  baron, 
who  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  fum  of  1500  dollars  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for  3000 
dollars,  in  favour  of  H.  Laurens,  Eft^;  prefident  of  Gongrefs,  to  pay 
expenfe  of  expreffes. 

Resolved,  That  the  refoUition  of  Gongrefs  of  the  19th  of  May  lafl, 
relative  to  bills  of  exchange,  be  fo  far  re-confidered,  that  the  Avord 
*'  North"  preceding  the  word  "  America,"  be  omitted  in  the  form  of 

the  bills  ;  and  that,  in  lieu  of  the  words  "  To ,  of  the  United 

States  of  North  America,"  be  iuferted  "  To  the  commiffioner  or  com- 
miffioners  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Paris." 

A  letter,  of  the  1 0th,  from  Silas  Deane,Efq;  dated  "  Delaware-Bay," 
was  read,  informing  Gongrefs  of  his  arrival  on  board  the  Languedoc, 
commanded  by  his  excellency  count  d'Ellaing,  v/ho  has  under  his  com- 
mand a  fleet  of  12  fail  of  the  line  of  battle  fliips  and  four  frigates, 
which  failed  from  Toulon  the  10th  of  April  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they 
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be  dlreclen  to  take  the  fpcedieft  meafures  for  furnifhlng  count  d'Eftaing 
with  a  fufficient  number  of  ikillful  pilots  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  Boudinot. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  count  d'Eftaing,  commander  of  the  French 
fleet,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  gen.  Walhington  be  informed,  that  it  is  the  defire 
of  Congrefs  that  he  co-operate  with  his  excellency  count  d'Eftaing, 
commander  of  a  French  fquadron  now  on  the  coaft  of  N.  America, 
and  proceeding  to  N.  York,  in  the  execution  of  fuch  ofFenfive  opera- 
tion; ag-iinft  the  enemy  as  they  fliall  mutually  approve. 

His  mo"  Chriftian  majefty,  the  king  of  France,  having  thought  pro- 
per to  fend  on  the  cofts  a  powerful  fleet,  in  order  to  co-operate  Avith 
the  forces  of  thefe  ftates,  in  the  reduttion  of  the  Britifli  army  and  navy  ; 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  empowered  to  call  on  the  ftates 
of  N.  Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  Conneiticut,  R,  Ifland,  N.  York, 
N.  Jerfey,  or  fuch  of  them  as  he  f'hall  judge  proper,  for  fuch  aids  of 
their  militia  as  he  fliall  think  requifite  for  carrying  on  his  operations 
in  concert  with  count  d'Eftaing,  commander  of  the  French  fleet  ;  and 
that  it  be  earneftly  recomrnended  to  the  ftates  above-mentioned,  to 
exert  themfelves  in  forwarding  the  force  which  way  be  required  front 
them  with  the  utmoft  difpatch. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  fupply  Monf.  de  Chain,  who 
is  on  his  way  from  count  d'Eftaing  to  gen.  Waftiington,  with  any  fum 
he  may  ftand  in  need  of,  not  exceeding  20,000  French  livres,  to  be 
charged  to  account  of  his  excellency  Monf,  Gerard,  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary from  his  raoft  Chriftian  majefty  the  king  of  France. 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter-mafter  fiipply  Monf.  Chain  with  horfes 
or  carriages  to  cpnvey  him  to  gen.  Waftiington's  head-quarters. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  directed  to  order  the  com- 
miflioners  of  the  navy  to  the  eaftward,  to  tit  out  as  many  continental 
frigates  and  armed  veffels  as  poffible,  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  to  join 
the  French  fquadron  in  their  operations  againft  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  meafures  for  providing  a  fuita- 
ble  houfe  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary, who  is  arrived  in  the  Eanguedoc  ;  and  that  they  give  the  ne- 
ceffary  orders  for  receiving  him  with  proper  honours  on  his  arrival  in 
this  city. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Monf. 
Gerard,  on  his  arrival,  and  condudt  him  to  his  lodgings  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Duer, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday, 

MoNDAr,  Julj  13,    1778. 
Mr.  Telfair,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  attended,  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  which  were  read  as  follows  ; 

'^   House  of  Assembly,   Thursday,   February  26,    1778. 

?'  The  houfe  proceeded  to  ballot  for  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate 
in  Congrefs  for  the  enfuing-  year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chofen,  to  wit  :  Lyman  Hall,  George  Walton,  Jofeph  Clay,  John  Wal-r 
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ton,  Edward  Telfali*,  Jofeph  Wood  and  Edward  Langworthy,  Efqrs^ 
Extrad.  froni  the  minutes, 

George  Cuthbert,  Clerk." 

Mr.  Harvle,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Forbes,  a  delegate 
from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvaniaj  Was  tead : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read  j 
whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  by  exprefs  to  gov.  Henry,  and  re* 
queft  him  to  fpare,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  all 
the  vinegar  compofing  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  ftiip  Roderique,  which 
was  purchafed  by  the  ftate  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
31ft  of  March  laft,  from  Dr.  Edward  Bancroft,  which  was  read,  and 
returned  to  the  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  j 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commiirary^general  of 
purchafes,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered.  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general, 
in  favour  of  Ephraini  Blaine,  on  his  application,  for  300,000  dollars,  fof 
the  ufe  of  his  department ;  coU  Wadfworth  to  be  accountable,  and  that 
col.  Wadfworth  be  informed  of  this  application  and  order. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Timothy  Matlack,  was  read,  enclofing 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Samuel  Hunter,  county-lieutenant,  to  colonels 
Henry  Shoemaker,  Michael  Lindawood,  and  others,  commanders  of  mi- 
litia in  Berks  county  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Samuel  Hunter  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war,  and  the  letters  from  T.  Matlack  to  a  committee  of  four  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Banifter,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chafe 
and  Mr.  Dana. 

Resolved,  That  the  commilTary-general  be  dire£led  to  furnifli  the 
French  fquadron,  under  Monf.  the  count  d'Eftaing,  vice-admiral  of 
France, with  fuch  provifions,  from  time  to  time,  as  fhall  be  direded  by  the 
inarine-committee,  and  to  make  return  of  his  proceedings  and  expendi- 
tures on  this  occafion  to  that  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  render  an  account  to 
Congrefs  of  the  quantities  of  tobacco  which  they  have  purchafed,  how 
they  liave  been  difpofed  of,  and  what  quantities  ftill  remain  in  the 
ftates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  James  Jay,  at  Bofton,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  tlie  petition  from  the  otEcers,  prifoners  of 
war  on  L.  Ifland,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  j 
and  after  being  debated,  the  determination  thereof  was  poftponed  at 
the  requeft  of  a  ftate. 

An  application  being  made  by  John  Nicholfon,  late  captain  of  the 
Hornet,  and  alfo  an  application  being  received  from  Henry  Johnfon, 
late  captain  of  the  brig  Lexington,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
which  veffels  they  have  refpeftively  loft,  defiring  to  know  which  way 
they  are  to  proceed,  in  order  to  have  their  conduil  enquired  into  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  fald  applications  be  referred  to  the  marine-corn* 
mittee,  and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 

A  motion  being  made,  refped.ing  Carpenter  Wharton, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Sherman* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

^"^^■■fe  4*1^  ^ 

TuESDAr,  July   14,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th, from  John  Harris,  at Paxton,  direfted  to  the  fe- 
cretary  of  Congrefs,  on  public  fervice,was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  reads 

Resohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
board  of  war  be  direfted,  in  conjuncliou  with  the  fupreme  executive 
council  of  Pennfylvania,  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  prafticable  mea- 
fures  for  repelling  the  prefent  irruption  of  the  Indians,  and  for  protec- 
ting the  continental  magazine  at  Carlifle. 

The  fieur  Gerard  being  arrived  in  town,  and  having  delivered  to  the 
prelident  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  figned 
Louis,  and  underneath  Gravier  de  Vergennes,  the  fame  was  read  j 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  fieur  Gerard  be  received  as  minif- 
ter  plenipotentiary  from  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  to  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVednesdat,  July   15,    1778. 

Mr.  J.  Reed,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  at  his  camp,  at  Pyra- 
mus,  and  one  of  the  12th,  from  col.  R.  Wefcot,  at  the  Forks  of  Lit- 
tle-Egg-Harbour ;  alfo  fundry  papers  from  his  excellency  the  fieur 
Gerard,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  March  25th,  from  his  excellency  the  count  de  Ver* 
gennes  to  Siias  Deane,  Efq;  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  March  23d,  from  the  hon.  William  Lee,  at  Paris,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  White-Plains, 
was  read. 

The  committee  on  thetreafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iifue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene* 
ral,  for  5500  dollars,  in  favour  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Dana,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Holten,  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  MafTa-. 
chufetts-Bay,  advanced  on  their  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for 
80,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  marine-committee,  to  enable  them  to 
pay  a  bill  drawn  on  them  by_  the  navy-bonrd  of  the  eaftern-depart- 
ment,  dated  May  11th,  in  favour  of  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Efq;  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  IfTue  on  Jolm  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  in  favour 
of  the  committee  of  commerce,  for  417-||-  dollars,  to  enable  them  to 
pay  James  and  Adam  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  the  balance  of  their  account^ 
dated  the  29th   of  May  laft  ;  the  faid  committee   to  be  accountable: 
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That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for  924 
dollars,  in  favour  of  John  Knight,  in  difcharge  of  two  bills  of  ex- 
change, drawn  by  John  Aflie,  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina, 
one  dated  January  29th,  1777,  for  79^9  dollars,  in  favour  of  Thomas 
Craike,  the  other  dated  May  10th,  1777,  for  125  dollars,  in  favour  of 
Benjamin  Williams  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  idue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, for  3C),494-1-|-  dollars,  upon  an  application  of  the  faid  board,  to 
anfwer  a  draught  of  Nathaniel  Shaw,  jun.  of  New-London,  in  favour 
of  capt.  John  Mitchel,  dated  May  4th,  1778,  for  duck  and  lead  ;  the 
faid  J.  Nourfe  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  June  30th,  from  Hewes,  Smith  and  Allen,  at  Edenton, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  comrsittee  of  commerce. 

Resohed,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Telfair,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr.  A.  Adams, 

A  petition  from  John  Brown,  enfign  in  col.  Greaton's  regiment, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  petition  be  difmiffed. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  memorial  from  the  fieur  Gerard, 
refpedting  prifoners  taken  by  tlie  fquadron  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty, 
commanded  by  the  count  d'Eftaing,  being  one  of  the  papers  received 
and  read  this  morning  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  all  prifoners  taken,  or  which  m.ay  be  taken  by  the 
fquadron  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  under  the  command  of  the 
count  d'Eftaing,  vice-admiral  of  France,- be  received  by  the  commif- 
fary-general  of  prifoners,  and  that  he  provide  for  their  fafe  cuftody 
and  fubfiftence  in  like  manner  as  hath  been  ufual  for  the  prifoners  of 
thefe  ftates  : 

That  he  make  monthly  returns  of  all  prifoners,  which  fliall  be  by 
him  fo  received,  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  he  make  monthly  returns  to  the  treafury  of  the  accounts  of  all 
monies  expended  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid  ;  and  that  the  prifoners  be 
held  at  the  difpofal  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  and  jubjeft  to  the 
orders  of  his  excellency  Monf.  count  d'Eftaing. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates  be  dire6led 
to  pay  proper  attention  to  the  above  refolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  relative  to  fignals,  received  from  his  ex- 
cellency the  fieur  Gerard,  and  read  this  morning,  be  referred  to  the* 
marine-committee. 

Ordered,  That  an  extradl  of  another  paper  from  the  fieur  Gerard, 
relative  to  the  encouragement  given  by  count  d'Eftaing  to  American 
armed  vciTels,  whether  public  or  private,  be  publiflied. 

Ordered,  That  the  note  from  the  fieur  Gerard,  fetting  forth,  "  that 
among  the  prifoners  of  war,  for  the  guard  and  fubfiftence  of  Avhich  he 
has  defired  Congrefs  to  provide,  there  is  one  of  the  name  of  Towfon, 
a  native  of  Maryland  ;  that  the  birth  of  this  captain  in  one  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  fentiments  he  has  expreffed  for  his  country ,'have 
determined  the  fieur  Gerard  to  refer  the  dicifion  of  his  fate  to  Gon- 
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grefs,  who  may  grant  him  his  full  liberty  if  they  judge  him  -svorthy  of 
this  favour,"  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  J.  Wadfsvorth,  commifTary-general  of 
purchafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  treafury  of  the   13th  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  treafurer  of  loans  be  appointed,  whofe  duty  it 
{liall  be  to  fign  loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange  for  the 
payment  of  intereft  arifing  on  fuch  certificates,  which  (hall  be  ftruck 
by  order  of  Congrefs;  to  deliver  fuch  certificates  and  bills  of  ex- 
change agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of  treafury  ;  to  receive 
fuch  bills  of  credit  as  Congrefs  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  order  to  be 
funk  and  deftroyed  ;  and  to  perform  fuch  other  fervices,  incident  to 
his  office,  aa  may  hereafter  be  ordered  by  Congrefs  or  the  board  of 
treafury  : 

That  the  treafurer  of  loans  be  allowed  a  falary  at  the  rate  of  2000 
dollars  a-year. 

Ordered,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  eledling  a  treafurer  of 
loans. 

A  petition  from  the  marquis  de  Vlenne,  was  read  ;  whereupon,  a 
refolution  was  nioved  in  the  words  following  : 

The  marquis  de  Vienne,  a  major  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of 
France,  having  ferved  with  reputation  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American 
army  during  the  prefent  campaign,  and  having  requefted  Congrefs  to 
honour  him  with  the  brevet  commiffion  of  a  colonel,  without  any  pay 
annexed  to  the  faid  rank  ; 

Resohed,  That  the  requeft  of  the  marquis  de  Vienne  be  complied 
with,  and  that  a  brevet  commiffion  of  colonel  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States  be  conferred  on  him. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  amend  the  refolution  by  inferting  the  word 
"  lieutenant"  before  the  word  "  colonel  :"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

JSfew-Hampshire,  Mr.   Bartlett,  ay  y>ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,       Mr.  Gerry,  no~^ 

Mr.  Dana,  no  ! 

Mr.   Lovell,  no  | 

Mr.   Holten,  ay  J 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marchant,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  no"j 

Mr.  Hosmer,  no  K-no 

Mr.  A.   Adams,  no) 

JX^evJ-York,  Mr.   Duer,  no  ^* 

New-Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon,  no"! 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay  t  no 

Mr.   Boudinot,  no  j 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   R.   Morris,  "»?  ^/^/^^j, 

Mr.   Reed,  ay^ 

Maryland,  Mr.   Chase,  no  >  ^^^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  no^ 
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irgi 


South-Carolinaj 


Mi- 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 


B.  H.  Lecy 
Banister^ 
T,  Adams ^ 
Harvie, 
Laurens, 
Matthews, 
Mr.   Hejward, 
Mr.  Te/fair, 


>no 


no  j 

no"] 
ay  K-no 
no  J 
ay  )>ay 


Georgia, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  was  then  put  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Marthant, 

Neto-Ham'rjsbire, 
MassachusettS'Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 


Nenv-Tork, 

Nenv-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.   Dana, 
Mr.   Lovell, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.    Mar  chant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.   Hosmer, 
Mr.  A.  Adams, 
Mr.   Duer, 
Mr.   JVitherspoon, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.    Boudinot, 
Mr.    R.  Morris, 
Mr.    Reed, 
Mr.   Chase, 
Mr.   Forbes, 
Mr.   i?.  i7.  Lee, 
Mr.   Banister, 
Mr.   T".  Adams, 
Mr.   Harvie, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.   Heyward, 
Mr.    Telfair, 


>ay 


divided* 


"J 


>ay 


Georgia, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  July  16,    1778. 

A  propofal  from  capt.  John  Mitchel,  commander  of  the  French  fhip 
Lion,  in  York-river,  Virginia,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  or  agreement 
Avith  Congrefs  for  importing  goods,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Mr.  Dana  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  which  he  received  from  gov. 
G.  Johnftone,  one  of  the  commiffioners  from  the  king  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  together  with  an  extraft  of  the  fame,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  pub- 
lic matters,  which  extraft  was  compared  with  the  original  and  lodged 
with  the  fecretarv,  and  the  original  was  returned. 
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Dr.  Witherfpoon  alfo  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  letters  he  received 
from  his  friends  in  Scotland,  and  the  fame  containing  nothing  impor- 
tant of  a  pablic  nature,  were  recurned. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  whom  was  referred  the  note  from  tjie 
fieur  Gerard,  refpefting  capt.  Towfon,  brought  in  a  report  ;  where- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  full  liberty  be  granted  to  captain  Towfon. 

Mr.  Penn,  a  delegate  from  N.  Carolina,  attended,  and  produced  his 
credentials,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  (L.  S.)    State  of  North-Carolina  : 
To  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett,  and  John  Williams,  Efqrs;  greeting. 

Whereas,  the  general  affembly  have  eledled  you  delegates  to  attend 
the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  :  thefe  are  therefore  to  commiffion- 
ate,  authorize  and  empower  you,  the  faid  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Har- 
nett and  John  Williams,  to  attend  the  faid  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  this  ftate,  for  one  year,  from  the  2'8th 
day  of  April  laft,  unlefs  fooner  re-called  by  the  general  affembly ;  and 
you  are  hereby  invefted  with  fuch  powers  as  may  make  any  adl  done 
by  you,  or  confent  given  in  the  faid  Congrefs  in  behalf  of  this  ftate, 
obligatory  upon  every  inhabitant  thereof.  Witnefs,  Pilchard  Cafwell, 
Efq;  governor,  captain-general,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  faid 
ftate,  under  his  hand  and  feal  at  arms,  at  Newbern,  the  2d  day  of  May, 
anno  domini  1778,  and  in  the  fecond  year  of  our  independence. 

R.  Caswell. 

By  his  excellency's  command, 

"  J.  Glasgow   Secretarj." 

Mr.  Gerard  having  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  a  paper,  thanking  Con- 
grefs for  the  quick  difpatch  with  which  they  have  provided  for  the 
firft  wants  of  the  French  fquadron,  and  accompanied  with  a  memo- 
randum of  tlie  provifions  which  will  hereafter  be  neceffary  ;  alfo  noti- 
fying that  Mr.  Kolker  is  commiffioned  "  agent  of  the  marine  of 
France,"  and  defiriug  that  Congrefs  would  make  him  knovvn  as  fuch, 
■where  it  may  be  neceffary  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  524,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  the  marine-committee,  advanced  upon  their  application, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-department ;  the  faid  com- 
mittee to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for 
50,000  dollars  ;  and  another  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  com- 
niilTioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Connefticut,  for 
100,000  dollars  ;  in  favour  of  William  Buchanan,  Efq;  late  commif- 
fary-general'of  purchafes,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Peter  Colt,  Efq; 
deputy  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  for  the  eaftern-diftrift  ;  the  faid 
William  Buchanan,  Efq;  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for 
37,570M  dollars,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general,  to 
enable  him  to  anfwer  two  draughts  of  Meffrs.  Otis  and  Andrews,  one 
in  favour  of  capt.  John  Mitchel,  for  27,574|^  dollars,  the  other  in  fa- 
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vour  of  Mr.  P.  Gourge,  for  10,000  dollars ;  the  faid  J.  Meafe,  Efq;  to 
be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FnjDAr,  July    17,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  iVoni  gen.  V\''afliington,  at  Pyramus,  Bergen 
county,  in  the  ftatc  of  N.  Jerfey,  and  one  of  the  1  6th,  from  J.  Nourfe, 
pay-mailer  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  J.  Nourfe,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  Informing, 
that  the  exprefs  lent  to  bring  back  the  Seneca  chiefs,  is  returned  ;  that 
the  chiefs  would  not  confent  to  return,  and  that  the  board  did  not 
think  themfelves  authorized  to  ufe  force  in  the  cafe:  whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  "  that  a  letter  be  written  to  gen.  Schuyler  and 
the  commiffioners  of  Indian  affairs,  acquainting  them  that  Congrefs 
have  received  probable  information  that  the  Seneca  nation  or  fome  of 
them  have  very  lately  committed  hoftilities  againft  thefe  ftates,  and 
direfting  the  faid  commiffioners  to  take  prudent  but  eftedlual  meafurcs 
for  detaining  the  Seneca  chiefs  now  among  us,  and  on  their  way  to  Al- 
bany, till  full  information  be  obtained  upon  the  fubjeft,  unlefs  they 
fhould  have  cogent  reafons  to  the  contrary  :" 

Queftion  put,  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  tliey  if- 
fue  fuch  orders  relative  to  the  place  of  Mr.  Sweers's  confinement,  un- 
til his  conduct  can  be  examined,  as  they  fliall  judge  fuilicient  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  perfon. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  I'eport  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, for  200  dcfllars,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mofley,  copper-plate  printer,  ad- 
vanced him  on  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed. 

In  confequence  of  a  recommendation, 

Re'Sohed,  That  the  Rev.  James  Francis  Armftrong  be  appointed 
chaplain  to  the  fecond  brigade  of  Maryland  forces. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Penn  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine- 
committee,  for  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAruRDAT,  July    IS,    1778. 

According  to  ordtr,  Mr.  J.  Reed  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  from 
George  Johnftonc,  dated  London,  April  1  1,  1778,  and  directed  to  gen. 
Jofeph  Reed  ;  and  alfo  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Dennis  d'Bci  t,  in- 
tended as  a  letter  of  introduiftion  for  gov.  Johnftone  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letterf  rom  gov.  G,  Johnflone  be  puoliflied. 

A  letter  figned  Carlifle,  William  Eden,  George  Johnftone,  dated 
N.  York,  the  1  1th  of  July,  1778,  and  direded  "  to  his  excellency  Hen- 
ry Laurens,  the  prefident,  and  others  the  members  of  Congrefs,"  was 
received  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  came  to  the  foUowinp-  refolutions: 
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Whereas  Congrefs,  in  a  letter  to  the  Britifli  commiffioners,  of  the 
17th  of  June  lall;,  did  declare  that  they  would  be  ready  to  enter  upon 
the  confideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfiftent 
^vith  treaties  already  fubfiftinp,-,  when  the  king  of  Great-Britain  fhould 
demonftrate  a  fincere  dilpofition  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  the  only 
folid  proof  of  this  difpofition,  would  be  an  explicit  acknowledgment 
of  the  independence  of  tliefe  Rates,  or  the  withdrawing  his  fleets  and 
armies  ;  and,  whereas,  neither  of  thefe  alternatives  have  been  complied 
■with  ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  no  anfwer  be  given  to  the  letter  of  the  1 1th  inft. 
from  the  Britifh  commiffioners. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  letter  and  tb.e  foregoing  refolutions  be  pub- 
liOied. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  figned  George  Jolmflone,  dated  Philadel- 
phia, June  16th,  1778,  and  direftcd  to  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  be  pub- 
lilhed. 

Ordered,  That  the  extrafl  of  the  letter  from  gov.  George  Johnflone 
to  Mr.  Dana,  be  publiflied. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  gov.  LivingRon,  of  N.  Jerfey,  was  read. 

A  particular  invoice  of  goods,  taken  and  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Philddelphia,  being  tranf- 
mitted  to  Congrefs  by  the  clothier-general, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, for  13,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  en- 
able them  to  pay  a  bill  drawn  on  them  by  Meffrs.  Hewes,  Smith  and 
Allen,  continental  agents  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  for  that  funi,  da- 
ted the  30th  of  June  lafl:,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Joy  ;  the  faid 
committee  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Ludwic  Kercher,  butcher,  who  was 
in  the  continental  employ  in  the  commiffary's  department,  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  and  now  remains  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  ; 

O'-dered,  That  the  board  of  war  iffue  immediate  orders  to  have  the 
faid  Ludwic  Kercher  arrefted  and  fecured. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  July  20,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Laurens,  one  of  gene- 
ral Wafliington's  aids,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  governor  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  take  the  fame  under  their  immediate  confi- 
deration, and  report  thereon  as  foon  as  pofTible. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  general  Heath,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  p;eneral  Heath,  was  read,  enclofing  fun- 
dry  papers  relative  to  enfig;n  John  Brown,  under  fentence  of  death  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr. 
Drayton. 
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A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Heath,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  I5th,  from  James  Smith,  directed  to  the  hon.  the 
Tlce-prefident  and  council  of  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  with  a  depo- 
fition  of  John  Bofley,  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordertdf  That  the  fame  be  referred  lo  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  the  council  of  Ma{rachufetts-Bav,was  read. 

An  account  for  funeral  expenfes  of  the  late  Monf.  du  Coudray,  was 
iaid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  tne  1  1th,  from 
Ebenezer  Hazavd,  Efq;  and  the  papers  relating  thereto,  report, 

That  they  have  had  the  fame  under  confideration,  and  having  con- 
verfed  with  Mr.  Hazard  upon  the  fubject,  are  of  ojiinion,  that  Mr. 
Hazard's  undertaking  is  laudable,  and  deferves  the  public  patronage 
and  encouragement,  as  being  produflive  of  public  utility  :  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  governors,  prefi- 
dents,  and  executive  powers  of  the  feveral  Rates  in  this  union,  to  affift 
Mr.  Hazard,  and  give  facility  to  his  labours  in  making  a  collecSlion 
of  the  various  ftate-papers  relative  to  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
feveral  European  fettlements  in  North-America,  and  fuch  as  relate  to 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  prefent  war  with  Great-Britain  :  That, 
for  this  purpofe,  he  be  admitted  to  an  infpeftion  of  public  records,  and 
be  furnilhed,  without  expenfe,  copies  of  fuch  papers  as  he  may  judge 
will  conduce  to  the  valuable  end  he  hath  in  view  : 

That  it  be  alfo  recommended  to  fuch  private  gentlemen  as  may 
have  coUefted  any  materials  of  the  kinds  above-mentioned,  to  aifift 
Mr.  Hazard  in  his  laudable  undertaking. 

The  committee  farther  report,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  making 
this  colledlion  will  not  interfere  with  Mr.  Hazard's  employment  in 
the  pofl-office,  nor  interrupt  the  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  a  furveyor  of 
the  poft  in  the  eaftern-department  ;  but  that  Mr.  Hazard  mull  necef- 
farily  be  put  to  expenfe  of  various  kinds  in  procuring  the  extenfive 
colledlion  of  materials  he  propofes  to  make.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  to  enable  Mr.  Hazard  to  fuftain  fuch  expenfe,  1000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  him  upon  account,  returns  being  made  to  Con- 
grefs of  his  expenfes  in  this  bufinefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, for  6000  dols.  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafler  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  to  enable  the  board  of  war  to  pay  colonel  Broad- 
head  three  months  pay  of  his  regiment,  who  are  now  on  their  march  to 
the  weftern-country  ;   the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuflment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  Mr.  Gouverneur,  Morris,  for  his  expenfes  on 
the  road  to  and  from  camp,  on  public  fervice  laft  fpring,  5  1  dollars  : 

To  John  Young,  who  was  a  private  in  the  3d  Virginia  regiment, 
in  capt.  Rueben  Brifcoe's  company,  as  per  certificates,  for  his  pay, 
from  the  14th  of  Feb.  1778,  to  the  16th  of  June  laft,  inclufive,  four 
months  and  two  days,  during  which  time  he  was  a  prifoner  with  the 
enemy  in  Philadelphia,  271^}  dollars  : 
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To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotblnier,  a  balance  of  87||  dollars,  as  per  account 
ftated  herewith,  for  rations  agreeable  to  a  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  June 
IhR,  and  for  his  pay  and  fubfiftence  from  the  1  1th  of  June  to  the  10th 
of  Jul}',  1778,  the  fum  of  60  dollars,  making  in  the  whole,  147|-^ 
dollars  : 

To  the  chevalier  de  Failley,  his  pay  as  lieutenant-colonel,  from  the 
1ft  of  April  to  the  30th  of  June,  1778,  three  months,  at  60  dollars  per 
month,  180  dollars  ;  and  for  his  rations  from  the  1ft  of  April  to  the 
3  I  ft  of  May,  6 1  days,  at  five  rations  per  day,  is  305  rations,  at  -|f  ths 
per  ration,  101|-°-  dollars ;  and  for  his  fubfiftence  allowed  in  lieu  of  ra- 
tions, from  the  1ft  to  the  30th  of  June,  1778,  inclufive,  40  dollars; 
making-  in  the  whole,  32  1|§  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,    July  21,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  April  3d  ;  one,  of  May  5th,  and  one  of  May  6th,  from 
gov.  de  Galves,  of  New-Orleans,  directed  to  Meffrs.  R.  Morrii  and  W. 
Smith  ;  and  a  letter  of  July  4th,  from  J.  Morain,  late  captain  of  the 
floop  Bernardo,  from  the  Miftlfippi,  at  Edenton,  N.  Carolina,  with  an 
invoice  of  her  cargo  ;  and  fundry  letters  and  papers  from  M.  Pollock, 
at  New-Orleans  ;  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  June  23d,  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  as  relates  to  money,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treafury  ;  and  the  remainder  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Purfuant  to  the  powers  in  them  vefted,  the  delegates  of  N.  Carolina 
fio-ned  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  in  behalf  of  that 
ftate. 

The  committee  on   the  treafury  brought  in   a  report ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, in  favour  of  John  Penn,  for  1071  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  three 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  continental  treafurer,  by  John  Afhe, 
treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  one  dated  January  29th,  1777, 
in  favour  of  Thomas  Craike,  for  250  dollars  ;  one  other  dated  May  9th, 
17  77,  in  favour  of  Cofmo  Medici,  Efq;  for  321  dollars  ;  each  of  which 
is  expreffed  to  be  for  clothing  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate  ;  the 
other  dated  May  9th,  1777,  in  favour  of  Thomas  Donalho,  for  500 
dollars,  and  endorfed  by  him  to  Robert  Williams,  and  expreffed  to  be 
for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  which  feveral  bills  are  to  be  char- 
ged to  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  in  part  of  the  grant  in  favour  of  the 
faid  ftate,  for  500,000  dollars. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wh-.BtJESDAr,  Jiitji  22,  1778. 
A  letter,  of  tl-,e  17th,  from  Mr.  W.  Smith,  at  Baltimore,  was  read, 
informing,  thit  his  pilvate  bufinefs  puts  it  out  of  his  power  to  give 
ariy  farther  attendance  at  the  nnvy-bourd,  now  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  therefore  recjuefting  Congrefs  will  accept  his  rcfignation  ; 
whereupon, 
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Resohedf  That  the  refignation  of  William  Smith,  as  commlffioner 
of  the  navy-board  in  the  middle-cliftrift,  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  his  excel- 
lency P.  Henry,  gov.  of  Virginia,  dated  the  8th  and  10th  of  July, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  after 
debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  from  Pennfylvania  and  a  member  from 
Virginia  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war  on  the  fubjedl 
of  this  report  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  and  committee  meet  on  this  bufi- 
nefs  forthwith,  and  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poflible. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report : 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thussdat,  Jxdy  23,    1778. 

Mr.  J.  Walton,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrels. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  laid  before  Congrefs  the  proceedings  of 
the  affembly  of  that  flate,  refpefting  the  articles  of  confederation, 
which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  Frederick  Tracey,  with  two  letters  enclo- 
fed  from  Mr.  J.  Moore,  was  read  : 

Ordered,   That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  March  11th,  1778,  from  don  Diego  Jofeph  Navarro, 
at  Havannah,  was  read. 

Two  commiffioners  from  the  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary 
of  his  mod  Chriftian  majefly,  to  Monf.  J.  Holker,  both  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, July  15th,  1778  ;  the  one  appointing  him,  the  faid  J.  Holker, 
infpeftor-general  of  trade  and  manufaclures  of  France,  and  agent 
to  the  royal  marine  of  France  ;  the  other  appointing  him,  the  faid  J. 
Holker,  infpector-general  of  trade  and  manufaclures  of  France,  conful 
of  France  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia  :  whereupon,  two  refolutions  were 
moved. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  faid  commiffions,  with  the  refolu- 
tions moved,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr. 
Gerry  and  Mr.  Heyward. 

A  petition  from  Richard  Marven  and  Samuel  Shaw,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr,  G.  Morris. 

A  petition  from  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  letter  from  White 
and  Chaloner,  direfted  to  Thomas  and  Ifaac  Wharton,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr. 
Drayton. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  9th  inft.  from  major-general  Ar- 
nold, be  refert-ed  to  the  faid  committee. 

Resolved^  That  the  faid  committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  commit- 
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tee  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  fupreme  executive-council  of 
the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  be  authorized  to  afcertain  the  property  of 
the  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  in  pofTeffion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy, 
viz.  fo  far  as  to  determine  whether  any,  or  what  part  thereof  may  be- 
long to  the  king-  of  Great-Britain  or  any  of  his  fubjefts,  agreeably  to 
the  refolution  of  the  4th  of  June  laft. 

Ordered^  That  the  invoice  of  goods,  taken  and  purchafed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  by  the 
enemy,  which  was,  according  to  order,  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  by  the 
clothier-general,  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

The  determination  of  the  queftion  pottponed  at  the  requeft  of  a  ftate 
on  the  I  3th  was  called  for  ;  a  debate  arifing  thereon,  and  a  doubt  ari- 
fing  refpeAing  the  power  of  the  two  delegates  from  Georgia  to  give 
the  vote  of  that  ftate, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  heretofore  given  the  delegates  from 
Georgia,  together  with  the  credentials  of  the  attending  members  from 
that  ftate,  be  laid  before  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-niorrow. 

Fridat.   July  24,    1778. 

According  to  order,  the  credentials  heretofore  given  to  delegates 
from  Georgia,  together  with  the  credentials  of  the  attending  members 
from  that  ftate,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  any  one  of  the  delegates  from  Georgia,  or  a  majo- 
rity of  thofe  prefent,  is  fully  authorized  to  reprefent  and  give  the  vote 
of  that  ftate. 

A  queftion  was  then  moved,  whether  one  delegate  from  N.  Carolina 
is  empowered,  under  the  credentials  laft  given,  to  reprefent  and  give 
the  vote  of  that  ftate  ?  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  any  one  of  the  delegates  of  N.  Carolina  is  empow- 
ered, when  only  one  is  prefent,  to  give  the  vote  of  that  ftate  : 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  on  this  queftion  required  by  Mr.  Chafe, 

Neiv-Hampsbire,           Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^aj 

Massaebusetti-Bayy      Mr.  Gerry ^  no~^ 

Mr.  Dana,  ay  '     ^ 

Mr.  Loveli,  V  \ 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay  J 

Rh:ide-Island,                 Mr.  Marcbant,  no] 


Mr.   Collins,  no  ''  "" 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  '^^  ^  a« 

Mr.  A.  Adams,  ay^  ■^ 

Keiv-Tork,  Mr.   Dner,  ay  5 

Mr.  G.   Morris,  ay^   -^ 

Nt'iv-jersey,  Mr.    Witberspoon,  ay 

Mr.  Elmer,  ay 

Mr.   Sctidder,  no 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   R.  Morris,  "J  ^  ay 

Mr.   Reed,  ay^    ' 
Maryland,                       Mr.   Chase, 

Mr.  Forbes. 


Kaj 

\ 

no  5 
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:}■ 


Virginia,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  no 

Mr.  Banister,  oj  \-oy 

Mr.  T.  Adams,  ay 

South -Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ^y^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  <iy  >  cry 

Mr.  Heyivard,  ay  ) 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Telfair,  ay^  "^ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  afRrmativc. 

A  niernorlal  from  Francis  Hopkinlbn  and  John  Wharton,  commif- 
fioners  of  the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftrict,  was  read,  enclofing  an 
account  of  their  expenfes  at  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  on  public  bufi- 
nefs,  by  order  of  the  marine-committee  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

The  determination  of  the  queftionpollponed  by  a  ftate,was  called  for: 

Whereupon  it  was  moved,  and 

Resolved,  That  the  determination  of  that  queftion  be  poUponed. 

Purfuant  to  the  powers  in  them  vefted,  the  delegates  of  Georgia 
figned  the  ratification  of  the  confederation. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  board  of  trea- 
fury  ;   and  fome  time  being  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
-inorrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAr,  July  25,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  Mr.  prefident  Lowndes,  of  South-Caroli- 
na, was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  l5th,  from  Monf.  de  Francey,  at  Willianiiburgh, 
•was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that 
they  report  thereon  with  all  expedition. 

The  committee  of  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  at  a  maritime  court  againit  the  fnow  "  Our  Lady  of  Mount 
Carmel  :" 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the 
1ft  of  June,  from  the  board  of  war  for  the  ftate  of  Maffachufettf-Bay. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
treafury  of  the  22d  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That,  upon  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance, 
a  warrant  ifTue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for  17v849|^|- 
dollars,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  of  the  faid  board,  to  be 
iffued  by  them  for  the  purchafe  of  clothing  ;  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe 
to  be  accountable  ; 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for 
79,y80||  dollars,  in  favour  of  James  Meaie,  Efq;  clothier-general,  to 
enable  him  to  pay  the  following  draughts  of  Otis  i5*  Andrews,  of  Bof^ 
ton,  viz. 
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In  favour  of  Lee  iJ"  Jones,  for 

Codman  is"  Smith, 
Thomas  RulTel, 
Monf.  A.  Cabott, 
Mr.  E.  Gerry, 
S.  P.  Savage, 


8000 

1035 
18,333|^ 
30,000 

3475 
10,000 
70,843|| 

9137  dollars. 


And  a  draught  of  Jofeph  Pennell,  of  Virginia,  for" 

fundries  furnifhed  major  Lee's  corps, 
Making  in  the  whole,  -  -  79,980-|g.  dols. 

The  board  of  trcafury  having  recommended  fundry  perfons,  and 
among  them  one  of  an  ecclefiaftical  charadter,  as  infpeftors  of  the  prelTes 
for  ftriking  bills  of  credit,  bills  of  exchange,  and  loan-office  certificates. 

A  motion  was  made,  thitt  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  be  taken,  whether 
it  is  proper  that  Congrefs  fliould  appoint  any  perfon  of  an  cccleliaftical 
charaifler  to   any  civil-office  under  the  United  States  ? 

Whereupon,  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

New-Hampsbire,         Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^ay 
Massachusetts-Bay^    Mr,  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.   Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marcbant,  ay  p 

Mr.   Collins,  ^3 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  cy) 

Mr.  A.  yldams,  ^3 

New-Tork,  Mr.  Duer,  no^ 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  no  \  "* 

Neii'- Jersey,  Mr.    Witberspoon,  oyl 

Mr.  Elmer, '  ay  K  ay 

Mr.  Scudd«r,  ay  j 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Reed,  -ay  ^ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase,  7io'\ 

Mr.  Plater,  no  >  no 

Mr.   Forbes,  no  J 

Virginia,  Mr.  Banister,  ay}     ^ 

Mr.   Harvie,  no  3 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  no  J>no 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Daurens,  no"^  - 

Mr.   Drayton,  ay  [ 

Mr.   Matthews,  ay  (    •^' 

Mr.  Heynvard,  ay  J 

Georgia,  Mr.   Wolton,  no  ~> 

Mr.   Telfair,  no  3 

So  it  was  refolvcd  that  the  main  queftion  be  not  now  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  refpefting  a  grant  to 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  be  poftponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  another  report ;  where- 
upon, 
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Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTire  on  the  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  Con- 
ne«flicut,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  be- paid  out  of  the  money  affeiTed  by 
that  fcate,  agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  22d  of  Nov. 
laft,  and  another  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  commlffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  faid  ftate,  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favour 
of  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafler-general  of  the  eaflern- 
diflrict,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  he  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims  at 
the  treafury,  the  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  Mr.  Francis  Dana,  for  his  expenfes  from  camp 
to  York-town,  and  his  fervant's  expenfes  going  and  returning,  61|-| 
dollars  : 

To  William  Widdifield,  for  fix  windfor  chairs  for  the  ufe  of  the  trea- 
fury-ofiice,  42  dollars  : 

To  John  Pinkerton,  for  fix  windfor  chairs  for  the  ufe  of  the  trea- 
fury-olHce,  42  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  j-eport,  refpedling  the  account 
of  lieutenant  Andrew  M'Farlain,  be  poftponed. 

The  board  of  war,  to  wliom  were  referred  the  letters  from  his  ex- 
cellency Patrick  Henry,  Efq;  governor  of  Virginia,  dated  the  8th  and 
10th  of  July,  report, 

"  That  from  various  enquiries  made  by  the  board,  it  appears  that 
fuccefs  in  an  expedition  againft  Detroit  cannot  be  reafonably  expected, 
unlefs  the  force  deftined  for  that  fervice  be  ready  to  march  from  Fort- 
Pitt  by  the  firft  of  September  :  , 

That  from  the  letters  received  from  gov.  Henry  and  Mr.  Patrick 
Lockart,  appointed  to  aft  as  commiffary,  Sec.  on  the  above  expedition, 
it  appears  that  the  capital  articles  neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  expe- 
dition, viz,  men,  horfes,  flour  and  beeves  cannot  be  procured  by  any 
means  within  the  time  limited,  and  probably  not  even  during  the  courfc 
of  the  prefent  j'ear  : 

That  from  the  extraordinary  rife  of  articles,  efpecially  of  horfes, 
^^V^'fince  the  expedition  was  firft  determined  on,  the  expenfe  of  it,  if  prac- 
ticable, would  exceed  in  an  enormous  degree,  the  eftimate  formed  by 
the  late  com milRoners  at  Fort-Pitt,  and  fubmitted  by  the  board  to  the 
confideration  of  Congrefs  :"  whereupon, 

Resolved-,  That  the  expedition  againft  the  fortrefs  of  Detroit,  be,  for 
the  prefent,  deferred  : 

That  brigadier  M'Intofh  be  directed  to  affemble  at  Fort-Pitt,  as  ma- 
ny continental  troops  and  militia  as  will  amount  to  1500,  and  proceed, 
without  delay,  to  deftroy  fuch  towns  of  the  hoftile  tribes  of  Lidlans, 
as  he,  in  his  difcretlon,  fliall  think  v/ill  moft  efFectaal'y  tend  to  chaftife 
and  terrify  the  lavages,  and  to  check  their  ravages  on  the  frontiers  of 
thefe  ftates  : 

That  fuch  of  the  articles  as  have  been  already'procured  tor  tlie  ev_ 
pcdition  againft  Detroit,  and  which  arc  neceffary  for  the  incurfion 
againft  the  Indian  towns,  be  appropriated  for  that  purpofe,  and  that 
the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  give  the  neceffary  orders  on  this  point  : 

That  gov.  Henry  be  informed  of  the  determination  of  Congrefs 
with  refpect  to  the  intended  expedition,  and  that  he  be  denred  to  fur- 
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nifh  brigadier  M'lntofli  with  fuch  a  number  of  militia  as  he  fhall  ap- 
ply  for,  to  make  up  the  complement  of  men  dellined  for  an  incurfion 
into  the  towns  of  the  hoftile  Indians  : 

That  the  prefident  be  direfted  to  inform  gov,  Henry,  that  Congrefs 
have  a  high  fenfe  of  the  zeal  of  the  affembly  of  Virginia,  in  voting 
at  their  late  feflion  a  reinforcement  of  infantry  and  cavalry  for  the 
main  army,  but,  that  a  change  in  circumftances  renders  the  march 
and  Cervices  of  thofe  troops  at  prefent  inexpedient : 

That  gov.  Henry  be  therefore  requefted  to  ceafe  raifing  the  troops 
voted,  and  to  order  fuch  of  the  infantry  as  are  already  raifed  and  arc 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  frontiers,  together  with  a  troop  of  cavalry,  not 
exceeding  fifty  men,  under  the  command  of  an  intelligent  and  adivc 
officer,  forthwith  to  join  brigadier  M'lntofli  at  Fort-Pitt  : 

That  it  appearing  moft  evidently  that  the  late  incurfion  at  Wyoming 
and  the  adjacent  parts,  has  been  made  by  the  Senecas  and  fonie  other 
tribes  of  the  Six-Nations,  aided  by  tories  and  other  banditti  from 
the  frontiers  of  N.  York,  N.  Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania,  the  expedition 
meditated  againft  them  from  the  northward  be  forwarded  with  all-pof- 
fible  diipatch,  and  that  the  board  of  war  take  the  necelTary  flcps  for 
that  purpofe  : 

That  in  refpeft  to  the  harveft  and  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the 
frontiers,  in  conlequencc  of  the  late  irruption  of  the  enemy,  colonel 
Hartley's  regiment  be  continued  there  till  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
be  fully  afcertained,  the  harveft  fecured,  and  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
inhabitants  quieted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  fieur  Gerard's  intended 
fpeech  at  the  public  audience,  brought  in  a  draught  of  an  anfwer, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  and,  after  debate,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
Monday. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  July  27,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gen.  Walhington,  at  his  camp  near  White- 
Plains,  was  read,  enclofing  copies  of  letters  from  him  to  the  count 
d'Eftaing,  and  funary  papers  relating  to  eight  perfons  ordered  from 
Bennington  into  the  enemy's  lines,  and  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  June, 
from  capt.  Caleb  Gibbes  : 

Orde?-cd,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  eight  perfons  fent  from 
Bennington,  lie  on  the  table  for  confideration  : 

That  the  letter  from  capt.  Gibbes,  together  with  fo  much  of  gen. 
Wafliington's  letter  as  relates  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  White-Plains, 
was  read  ;  alio  a  letter  of  the  21ft,  from  brigadier  S.  H.  Parfons,  di- 
refted  to  J.  Lovell  and  T.  Hofmer,  Efqrs;  referred  to  in  gen.  Gates's 
letter,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Reed  and 
Mr.  Duer. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  en- 
clofing minutes  of  the  commiffioners  of  Indian -affairs  for  the  northern- 
department,  in  the  month  of  June  laft  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  J.  Smith,  at  York-town,  to  Mr.  R. 
Morris,  refpedling  the  fituation  of  our  prifoners  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  marine-committee  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  refpeftively  direftcd  to  caufe  the  land  and  fea-prifoners  in 
the  power  of  thefe  flates  to  be  forthwith  treated,  in  all  refpefts,  as  near 
as  may  be,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  American  land  and  fea-prifoners  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy  are,  or  Ihall,  from  time  to  time,  be  treated  ; 
provided,  that  nothing  contained  in  this'  refolution  fliall  be  conftrued 
to  extend  fo  far  as  to  prevent  an  exchange  of  prifoners  upon  fair  and 
equitable  principles. 

A  Letter,  of  the  18th  of  April  laft,  from  J.  Diam,  at  St.  Pierre,  Mar- 
tinique, was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  a  depofition  of 
Thomas  Clifton,  refpedling  col.  B.  Flower's  accounts,  which  was  read  ; 
and,  thereupon,  fundry  motions  being  made, 

Ordered,  That  the  depofition s,  with  the  motions,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Reed. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elefti'on  of  infpeftors  of  the  prefTes  for  ftri- 
klng  bills  of  credit,  bills  of  exchange  and  loan-office  certificates,  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elefted  ; 

Mr.  Ifaac  Snowden,  Mr.  Ifaac  Howell,  Mr.  Peter  Thomfon  and 
Mr.  John  Biddle. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele<Slion  of  a  treafurer  of  loans,  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Francis  Hopkinfon  was  elefted. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  there  are  only  two  members  of  the 
committee  on  appeals  now  prefent,  and  that  fundry  caufes  are  now  rea- 
dy for  trial. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  hear- 
ing and  determining  appeals,  and  that  any  three  of  the  faid  committee 
be  empowered  to  hear,  and  finally  determine,  appeals  to  Congrefs  from 
the  judgment  of  courts  of  admiralty  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Boudlnot. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

.^^^m^ 

TUESDAT,  July  28,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  captain  Manly,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  Jofiah  Stoddard,  and  a  petition  from  the  faid 
eapt.  Stoddard  and  other  officers  of  the  cavalry  ;  a  letter,  of  the  24th, 
from  major-general  Gates ;  one,  of  June  28th,  from  brigadier  S.  H. 
Parfons,  in  favour  of  the  chevalier  de  Laneuville  and  major  Noirmont 
de  Laneuville  j  alfo  a  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Laneuville,  were 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  March 
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5th,  from  Stephen  Sayrc,  at  Copenhagen,  and  one  of  March  20th,  from 
C.  A.  Fabritius,  with  a  paper  of  intelligence,  which  were  read  ; 

Ordfred,  That  the  paper  of  intelligence  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  intelligence  ;  and  that  the  letters  be  returned  to  the  committee  of 
commerce,  and  that  they  report  thereon.  ^ 

A.  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  col.  Knoblauch,  a  Pruffian  noblemen, 
was  read,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ;  and 
that  they  confer  with  col.  Knoblauch  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Lo- 
vell. 

A  reprefentation  from  John  Beatty,  Efq;  commiffary-general  of  pri- 
foners,  was  read,  refpecting  the  diflrelTed  ftate  of  the  officers,  prifoners 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Papers  relative  to  the  monument  for  the  late  gen.  Montgomery  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  New- York. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John 
Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-general,  for  the  fum  of  20,000  dollars,  to  enable 
him  to  difcharge  the  refidue  of  a  warrant  of  the  prefident  of  Congrefs 
on  him,  dated  the  !  3th  of  Sept.  laft,  in  favour  of  the  continental  navy- 
board,  for  50,000  dollars  ;  the  faid  auditor-general  to  be  accountablc- 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter-mafter  general  furnifh  the  hon.  the  fieur 
Gerard,  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  with 
fuch  and  fo  many  hoifes  and  fuch  forage  as  he  fliall  direft  ;  and  that 
he  deliver,  from  time  to  time,  fpecial  accounts  of  the  prices  of  the 
faid  horfes  and  forage  to  the  board  of  treafury.  *^ 

A  memorial  from  Bryan  Lefferty,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wevnesdat,    'July  29,    1778. 

A  letter,  from  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  late  commiffioner  at  the  court  of 
France,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  B.  Harrifon,  Efq;'  deputy  pay-m after-ge- 
neral in  Virginia,  was  read,  enclofing  an  abllracl  of  his  monthly  ac- 
count : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  pay-maf- 
ter  in  the  northern-department,  was  read,  requefting,  as  the  northern 
and  fouthern-armies  are  joined,  and  for  fundry  reafons  fet  forth,  that 
Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  fufFer  him  to  refign  his  employment  ; 
whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  Jonuth?n  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  pa^feoijafter  in  the 
northern-departmentj,  have  leave  to".refign  his  employment. 

Ordered^  That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  pay  over  the  public 
motiies  in  his  hands,  to  William  PaJfrey,  pay-mafter-general,  taking 
duplicate  receipts^  and  that  he  tranfmit  one  of  them  to  the  treafury- 
board  ;  and  that  Mr.  Trumbull  fettle  his  accounts  as  foon  as  may  be. 
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Two  memorials  from  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard  were  read,  ofic  refpeci 
ting  a  deferter  from  the  frigate  Chimere,  and  the  other  refpeding  the 
failing  of  the  faid  frigate  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committeei 

The  marine-committee  laid  before  Congrefs  two  letters,  one  dated 
May  1 8th,  the  other  June  Ift,  from  John  Wereat,  continental  agent 
in  Georgia,  complaining  of  the  condud  of  colonels  White  and  Elbert, 
in  the  fale  of  three  veffels  captured  from  the  enemy,  and  other  papers 
relating  thereto  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  marine-committee  take  proper  meafures  for 
referring  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Georgia  an  enquiry  into  the 
conduft  of  colonels  White  and  Elbert,  in  the  complaint  againft  them 
by  Mr.  John  Wereat,  to  give  the  faid  colonels  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  in  their  defence  ;  and  that  the  refult  of  the  faid  enijuiry  be  re* 
ported  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  may  be. 

A  petition  from  Heftor  M'Neil  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee; 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  the  che- 
valier de  la  Neuvllle,  infpedlor  to  the  northern-army,  and  fundry  let- 
ters from  general  Gates  and  brigadier  Parfons,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and^  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed* 

The  board  of  war  farther  reported, 

That  Monf.  Noirmon  de  la  Netiville,  fince  the  month  of  December^ 
has  afted  as  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Conway,  and  fince  the  ap- 
pointment of  his  brother,  as  inlpedor  to  the  northern-army,  has  dif- 
charged  the  duties  of  deputy-infpedtor  with  uncommon  affiduity  and 
much  fatisfaction  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  northern-army  j 
whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Noirmon  de  la  Neuville  have  the  rank  of  a 
major  by  brevet  in  the  American  army. 

The  board  farther  report,  that  the  reafons  for  which  Mr.  Bryan 
Lefferty  was  made  a  prifoner  of  war  to  the  United  States,  appear 
to  them  no  longer  to  fubfift  :   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bryan  Lefferty  be  discharged  from  his  parole, 
and  that  the  fum  allowed  him  by  Congrefs  heretofore  for  his  fupport, 
be  paid  up  to  this  timei 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  another  report,  which  wai  taken  into 
confideration  ;   and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  ftates,  in  which  capt.  Bartholomew 
Van  Herr  fhall  recruit,  for  his  troops  of  marechalTeurs,  fhall  give  to 
perfons  enlifting  in  the  fame,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  the 
bounty  allowed  by  the  ftate,  in  addition  to  the  continental  bounty, 
the  men  fo  furnilhed,  not  being  inhabitants  of  any  other  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Ihall  be  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  ftate  in  which  they 
fhall  be  enlifted. 

Resolved,  That  Caleb  Gibbes,  Efq;  now  commanding  the  corps  of 
guards  with  the  grand  army,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  major  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  Monf.  Francis  Jofeph  Smith  has  requefted  a  comnjilTion,, 
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to  be  made  ufe  of  in  cafe  of  his  being  made  a  prifoner  while  fcrvin^ 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  army  : 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Francis  Jofeph  Smith  have  a  commifTion  of 
of  an  enfigii  by  brevet,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,- 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Collins  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnVRSDAr,  July  30,   1778. 
A  memorial  from  the  hon.  ficur  Gerard  Was  read,  refpeAing  Mr* 
William  Straker,  taken  on  board  the  Englifli  fhip"  The  L.ord  Howe," 
and  fent  to  Philadelphia  by  his  excellency  Monf.  the  count  d'Eftaing  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  be  direfted  to 
engage  in  the  continental  fervice  all,  or  as  many  as  he  can,  of  thefea- 
men  fent  from  N.  York  by  admiral  Gambler,  who  (hall  appear  to  be  ef- 
ff  £live  or  likely  to  be  foon  fit  for  fervice  ;  and  that  he  furnifh  fuch  as 
will  fo   engage,  with  the  means  of  travelling  to    Bofton,  where  they 
are    to  be  delivered  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  navy  for  the  eaflern- 
diftriiSl,  to  be   fhipped  on  board  the  continental  vefTels  of  wax  fitting' 
out  at  that  port : 

That  the  faid  eommiflioners  be  authorized  to  make  fuch  advances 
to  thefe  feamen  as  is  ufual  in  the  port  of  Bofton,  making  reafonable 
deduclions  for  the  expenfes  to  that  place  ;  provided  always,  that  this 
refolution  fhall  not  extend  fo  as  to  prevent  any  particular  ftate  from 
applying  in  N.  Jerfey  for  fuch  of  the  feamen  as  belong  to  fuch  flate* 
Coiigrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  treafury 
of  the  i5th  of  April  iaft,  for  the  eftablilhment  of  a  new  board  ;  and,  af» 
ter  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  WitherfpooHj 
Mr.  Telfair  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee.     ' 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  oh  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  E. 
Boudinot,  late  commijTary-general  of  prifoners,  for  15,000  dollars,  to 
enable  him  to  difcharge  forae  arrears  of  that  department  ;  the  faid  col* 
Boudinot  to  be  accoimtable. 

Resolved,  That  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  dire£lion 
of  the  board  of  treafuiy,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fliaU,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and 
date  as  the  emiflion  direfted  on  the  1  Ith  day  of  April  laft,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  of  each  denomination  progreffively,  and  con- 
lift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

41,667  of  the  denomination  of  40  dollars, 

41,667 

41,666 

41,666 

41,666 

41,667  -  r 

41,666  -    * 

41,667 


40  dollars, 

1,666,680 

30  do. 

1,250,010 

20  do. 

833!320 

8  do. 

333,323 

7  do. 

A  29  1,662 

6  do. 

250,002 

5  do. 

208,330 

4  doe 

166,668 

5jO00jQ00 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard  Mar- 
ren  and  Samuel  Shaw,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fide ration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  perfons  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  all  other  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  give  the 
carlieft  information  to  Congrefs  or  other  proper  authority  of  any  mif- 
condud,  frauds  or  mifdemeanors  committed  by  any  officers  or  perfons 
in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates,  which  may  come  to  their  knowledge. 

Where  as  a  fuit  has  been  commenced  by  Eiek  Hopkins,  Efq;  againft 
Richard  Marven  and  Samuel  Shaw,  for  information  and  complaint  by 
them  and  others  made  to  Congj-efs  againft  the  faid  Efek  Hopkins,  Avhile 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  That  the  reafonable  expenfes  of  defending  the  faid  fiut 
{je  defrayed  by  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  furnifh  the  petitioners  with 
attefted  copies  of  the  records  of  Congrefs,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
appointment  of  Efek  Hopkins,  Efq;  to  any  command  in  the  continen- 
tal navy,  and  his  difmiflion  from  the  fame,  and  alfo  to  the  proceedings 
of  Congrefs  upon  the  complaint  of  the  petitioners  againft  the  faid  Efek 
Hopkins,  preferred  to  Congrefs  through  the  marine-committee,  as  men- 
tioned in  their  petition. 

Resolved,  That  Thurfday  next  be  afligned  for  giving  audience  to  the 
lion,  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  wait  upon  the 
Jion.  fieur  Gerard,  and  conduft  him  to  the  audience  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  July  3],    1778. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  direft  and  fu- 
perintend  an  entertainment  to  be  given  by  Congrefs  to  the  hon.  fieur 
Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  on 
Thurfday  next,  the  day  affigned  for  his  public  audience  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  J.  Wadfworth,  commifTary-general  of 
purchafes,  direcT:ed  to  E.  Blaine,  Efq;  one  of  his  deputies,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  Morris  and  Mr. 
Holten. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  the  board  of  war,  with  one  enclofed  from 
J.  Beatty,  Efq;   commiffary  of  prifoners,  dated  July  24th,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  Mr,  Duer,  agreeably  to  his  requeft,  be  excufed  from 
jittendingthe  committee  appointed  on  the  23d  inft.  to  afcertain  the  pro- 
perty of  the  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  in  poffeflion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the 
enemy,  to  wit,  fo  far  as  to  determine  whether  any,  or  what  part  there- 
of may  belong  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain  or  to  any  of  his  fubjeds, 
agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  thfe  4th  of  June  laft,  and  for  other  pur- 
pofcs ;   and  that  another  be  appointed  in  his  room  : 
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The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Marchant. 

An  extraiil  from  the  minutes  of  the  fupreme  executive  council  ©f 
Pennlylvania,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  appointing  tlie  hon.  vice-prc- 
fident,  ?vlr.  Hart,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Hoge,  a  committee  to  meet  with 
the  committee  of  Congrefs  of  the  23d  of  July,  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going refolution  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  faid  committee. 

A  memorial  from  J.  Mitchell,  £fq;  deputy  quarter-mafter-general, 
was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  memorial  and  account  of  colonel  M.  Swoope, 

A  petition  from  Monf.  Pierree  Saverit, 

A  petition  from  William  Cooper,  and  a  petition  from  Charles  Berge, 
printer,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  William  Storey,  clerk  of  the  navy-board  in  the 
eaftern-department,  was  read : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee  : 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  3200  dollars,  in 
favour  of  Payl  Feager,  it  being  an  advance  made  him  on  account  of 
making  money-paper. 

Resolved.,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Randolph,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed,  to  fuperintend  the  making  of  paper  for 
loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
%o  whom  the  petition  from  the  prifoners  of  Avar  on  L.  Ifland  was  refer- 
red ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  the  commiffioners  of  claims  be  dired^ed  to  examine 
the  eftimate  of  the  accounts  due  for  clothing  and  board  for  our  prifon- 
ers of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved.,  That  a  fum  of  money  in  fpecie,  not  exceeding  26,6061 
dollars,  be  iffued  to  Ellas  Boudinot,  Efq;  late  commiffary-general  of 
prifoners,  for  the  difcharge  of  fuch  accounts,  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chafe,  on  the  qucftion  for 
puffing  this  part  of  the  report, 

New- Hampshire^  Mr.  Bartlett,  no  ^ns 

MassacbusettS'-Bq^^      Mr.  S.  J  dams,  7io~^ 

Mr.  Dana,  no  ! 

Mr.  Lovcll,  no  f"" 

Mr.  Holten,  noj 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marchant,  no  ^na 

Qonnecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Hosmer,  no  \.na 


Mr.  A.  Adams, 
New-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis, 


no 


Mr.   Duer,  ay 


divided.. 


New-Jersej,  Mr.  Scudder,  ay  ? 

Mr.  Boudinot,  excused  3   "' 
Pennsylvania,  Mr,  Reed,  ay  )>ay 
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Maryland, 

Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Penn, 

CJ  ^a;?, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

cy  ■ 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  ^latthews. 

^  r 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Htyward, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.   Tel/air^ 

it  was  refolved  in 

the  affirmative. 

So 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,  August   1,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  July  22d,  from  general  Armftrong,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  one  dated  June  IStti,  and 
the  other  July  25th,  with  a  copy  of  general  orders  rclpeding  the  of- 
fice of  infpeclor-general,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 

The  members  chofen,  IVIr.  Reed,  Mr,  Boudinot  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter,  of  July  3  1ft,  from  the  board  of  war,  Wc^s  read,  reprefenting 
that,  purfuantto  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  Cornelius  Sweers  has  been  fe- 
cured  in  fuch  manner  as  the  board  of  war  deemed  fufficient,  while  it 
remained  in  a  degree  doubtful,  whether  or  not  he  had  been  guilty  of 
frauds  againft  the  ftates  ;  that  the  matter  being  now  reduced  to  a  cer- 
tainty, and  the  fums  deficient  amounting  to  many  thoufind  pounds, 
the  board  are  uneafy  at  his  remaining  guarded  only  by  centries,  and 
thofe  of  raw  troops  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commifTary-general  of  mi- 
litary-ftores,  now  in  cuftody  by  order  of  this  houfe,  be  immediately 
clofely  confined  in  the  public  gaol  within  this  city,  and  that  he  be  char- 
ged with  mal-condu6l  in  hisi  office,  generally  and  particularly  with  the 
crime  of  forgery. 

Resolved,  That  the  executive  council  of  the  ftate  orPennfylvania  be 
requefted  to  diredl  the  keepers  of  their  gaol  to  receive  into  cuftody  and 
fafely  keep  the  faid  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  board  of  v/ar  be  referrtyl  to  the 
committee  on  the  depofition  of  Thomas  Clifton,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee be  direfted  to  report  on  the  mode  of  trying  Cornelius  Sweers  and 
bringing  him  to  juftice. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conRder  of 
and  report  to  Congrefs  fuch  recommendations  to  the  legiflatures  of 
the  feveral  ftates  for  the  ena6\ing  of  laws,  calculated  to  enable  Con- 
grefs, as  the  fuperintending  executive  of  ihe  United  States,  to  proceed 
}n  civil  and  criminal  cafes  as  the  nature  of  fuch  government  may 
require  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  letter,  of  July  28th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs^  together  with  ao  invoice  of  goods  bought  of  Peter  White- 
^des  iP'Co. 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
after  debate, 

Resolved.^  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  July 
15th,  from  Monf.  de  Francey,  brought  in  a  repcrt,  which  wag  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  cargoes  of  the  fnow  Speedwell  and  of  the  brigan- 
tines  Braxton,  governor  Johnfton  and  Morris,  now  ready  to  fail  from 
America  for  France,  be  configned  to  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  a^ 
Paris,  who  are  dircfted  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  Mr.  John  Rofs  with 
Congrefs,  and  to  pay  him  the  balance  thereof  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  faid  cargoes  ;  and  the  refidue,  if  any,  to  the  houfe  of  Hortales  f^ 
Co.  as  they  judge  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  fliip  Virginia,  now  laying  laden  with  a  cargo  of 
tobacco  on  public  account  in  Virginia,  be  configned  to  Roderiquq 
Hortales  i!f  Co. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  August  3,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  and  one  of  the  3d,  from  Cornelius  Swcers,  were 
read  ;  whereupon,  a  motion  was  made. 

That  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commifTary-general  of  military-flores, 
be  immediately  arrefted  and  clofely  confined  in  the  gaol  of  this  town  ; 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved, 

That  a  member  of  this  hoiife  be  appointed  forthwith  to  repair  to  the 
place  where  Cornelius  Sweers,  late  deputy  commiffary  of  military- 
ftores,  is  confined,  and  to  take  the  depofition  of  the  faid  Cornelius 
Sweers,  relative  to  the  charge  made  by  him  againft  colonel  Benjamin 
Flower,  for  frauds  in  his  office  ;  and  in  cafe  it  fhould  appear,  on  the 
depofition  of  the  faid  Cornelius  Sweers,  that  colonel  Flov/er  is  charg;ed 
with  frauds  and  mal-pradlices  in  the  difcharge  of  his  office,  in  fuch  cafe 
notice  be  given  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  hereby  ordered  to  arrefl 
the  faid  B.  Flower  without  delay,  and  to  confine  him  in  gaol,  taking  care 
to  fecure  his  money  and  efFeds,  and  all  his  papers  of  a  public  nature. 

On  which  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

I^etv-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlet.t, 

*  Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  .S*.  Adams, 

Mr.  Dana, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Marchaiit, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Hosmer, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Neiv-YorJi,  Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

Pennsylvania^  Mr.  R.  Morrisy 
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Virginia^ 


Norib-Carolina^ 
South-Carolina^ 


Georgia^ 


710 


■aj 


no 
no 

aj 
aj 
aj 

no  J>J20 
110  \ 

ay} 

ay  yaj 


Maryland,  Mr.  Chase^ 

Mr.  Forbes^ 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mri  R.  H.  Lee^ 

Mr.  Banister^ 

Mr.  r.  Adams, 

Mr.  HarviCf 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Heynvard, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

So  It  paffed  in  the  negJltive. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  in  the  words  following  : 

Colonel  Benjamin  Flower,  commilTary-general  of  military -ftoresf 
being  charged  with  mal-condudl  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  Or- 
dered, That  he  be  arrefted  and  fafely  kept  until  the  further  order  of 
Congrefs  % 

On  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mi'.  Chafe, 

JSfetv-Hampshire,         Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^aj 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  AdamSf  ay~^ 

Mr.  Dana,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  f"-^ 

Mr.  Holten,  ayj 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Marchant,  ay  ^'ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  S/berman,  uy"j 

Mr.  Hosmer,  no  ra/ 

Mr.  A.  Adams,  ay  J 

NeW'Tork^  Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Pennsyhanjg,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  ay  f^ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase,  no~] 

Mr.  Plater,  oyVaj 

Mr.  Forbes,  ay  J 

Mr.R.  H.Lee,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Banister,  noV,.  . ,   , 

Tv/T      er     AJ  >dividedi 

Mr.   T.   Adams,         ay  | 

Mr.  Harvie,  noj 

Mr.  Penn,  ay  )>flV 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Drayton,  no  [   ,.   ... 

Mr.  Mattoews,  ay  j 

Mr.  Heytvard,  noJ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  carry  into  execution  the  foregoing' 
order. 

Ordered,  That  the*  continental  treafurer  make  no  farther  payments 
of  money  to  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  or  his  order,  upon  any  warrant 
heretofore  granted,  until  farther  order  of  Congrefs. 


aj 


Virginia, 


Korth-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
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A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  capt.  Hawker  and  otker  officers  of  iht 
Mermaid,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow; 

TuESDAr,  August  4,   1778. 
Mr.  John  Williams,  a  delegate  from  N.  Carolina,  attended,  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  July,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  by  major- 
general  Putnam,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hofmer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Scudder^ 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  and  one  of  the  22d  of  July,  from  the  council 
•f  Maffachufetts-Bay,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  22d,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
en  the  letter  of  the  2od  of  July,  from  J.  Wadfworth,  tommiffary- 
general. 

A  letter,  of  July  24th,  from  W.  Finnic,  deputy  quarter-mafter-gc- 
sefal,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  2  Ift  of  July,  from  col.  D.  Mafon,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  major-general  Arnold,  accompanied  with 
the  proceedings  of  a  general  court-martial  againfl  Jacob  Rhoads  and 
Jacob  Gandy,  both  fentenced  to  fufFer  death,  but  at  the  fame  time  re- 
commended by  the  court  as  proper  objeds  of  mercy,  was  read,  fetting 
forth,  that  he  has  ordered  the  fentence  to  be  fufpended  until  the  plea- 
fiire  of  Congrefs  is  known,  and  begging  leave,  as  many  circumftance's 
appear  in  favour  of  the  prifoners,  to  recommend  them  to  Congrefs  as 
proper  objefts  of  mercy  :  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  pardon  be  granted  to  the  faid  prifoners. 

A  reprefentation  from  W.  de  Galatheau,  proprietor  and  commander 
of  the  Ihip  Foubonne,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee* 

A  petition  and  memorial  from  James  O'ellers  and  H<  Horft,tras  read  r 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they 
report  fpecially  thereon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Hofmer  and  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee. 

A  letter,  of  July  18th,  from  col.  T.  Bland,  of  the  light-dragoons, 
rcfpe(5\ing  rank,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  wheretipon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr* 
Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for 
1,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  William  Palfrey,  Efq;- 
pay-mafler-  general  at  camp,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for^ 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  ilTue  in  favour  of  col.  Jobn 
Cox,  alTiflant  quarter-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  quarter-maf- 
ter-general's  department,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  2,000,000  of  dol- 
lars, to  be  charged  to  major-general  Greene,  quarter-mafter-general,  vi?*,.' 
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One  on  the  treafurer  for  the  fum  of  1,500,000  dollars  ;  one  on 
Derlck  Tenbroek,  commiflioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the 
ftate  of  N.  York,  for  100,000  dollars  ;  one  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq; 
comniiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Connefticut, 
for  150,000  dollars  ;  one  on  Jofeph  Clarke,  Eiq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland,  for  100,000  dollars  ; 
and  one  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Kfq;  commiiUoner  of  the  continental 
loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  150,000  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  on  the  treafury  lay  before  Gongrefs 
an  account  of  the  fums  of  money  granted  to  the  prefent  quarter-maf- 
ter-general  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  of  the  fums  granted  to 
the  prefent  eommiffary-general  of  purchafes,  to  the  commiffary-ge- 
neral  of  military-ftores,  and  to  the  clothier-general,  for  the  ufe  of  their 
refpefitive  departments. 

The  committee  on  thetreafurybrought  in  another  report;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  for  1759-1^  dollars, 
in  favour  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  enable  them  to  pay  James 
Warren,  Efq;  of  Bofton,  liis  account  of  freight  and  charges  on  fun.Iry 
merchandize  belonging  to  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  his  account 
rendered  them,  dated  the  16th  of  July  laft  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favour 
of  Jonathan  Potts,  Efq;  deput)/'  director-general  of  the  middle-diftridtj 
for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  eommiffary-general  of  prifoners  do, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  exchange  of  prifoners  in  the  poffeffion  of 
the  enemy,  take  proper  care  of  thofe  who  fliall  appear  to  be  in  fuch 
ill-ftate  of  health  as  to  be  unable  to  travel,  either  by  fending  them  to 
a  public  hofpital,  or  when  that  cannot  be  readily  effefted,  by  appointing 
proper  perfons  to  take  care  of  them  on  the  eafieft  terms  praiiicable  ; 
and  that  thofe  who  are  able  to  travel,  be  furniftied  with  orders  on  the 
different  commiffaries  of  Iffues,  on  their  way  for  fuch  a  nun-.ber  of  ra- 
tions as  may  be  neceffary  for  their  fupport  to  their  refpeftive  places  of 
abode  ;  alfo  that  the  commiffary  of  prifoners  do  keep  exact  accounts 
of  the  expenfes  attending  thofe  that  belong  to  the  different  ftates,  and 
are  not  in  the  continental  fervice. 

■  The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Storey,  clerk  to  the  navy -board  of  the  eaftern-diftrift,  report  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  raife  falaries, 
when  meafures  are  about  to  be  taken  by  Congrefs  for  the  appreciation 
of  the  currency  ;  but  in  confideraticn  of  the  great  and  conftant  bufinefs 
in  which  the  above  petitioner  is  engaged,  and  the  expenfive  living  for 
the  paft  and  at  the  prefent  time,  the  committee  think  a  compenfation 
jof  500  dollars,  for  his  extra-fervicesandexpenfes  fince  his  appointment, 
ihould  be  allowed  him. 

The  committee  farther  report,  that  as  the  commlffioners  of  the  na- 
vy-board in  the  eaftern-diftridt,  are  nece{r?.rily  obliged,  for  the  right  dlf- 
charge  of  their  duty,  frequently  to  vifit  the  different  parts  of  their  ex- 
tenfive  diftrict,  they  be  allowed  365  dollars  each,  lor  their  travelling 
expenfes  the  year  paft. 

jResohed,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Vot.  IV.  S  2 
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Congrefs  refumed  the  conBderation  of  the  letter  of  the  2d,  from  capt. 
Hawker,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Mermaid,  and  after  debate, 

Resolved^  That  the  farther  confideration  threof  be  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  refolutionof  yefterday,  relative 
to  the  arreft  of  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commiffary-general  of  military- 
flores,  be  committed  to  major-general  Arnold  ;  and  that  the  fecretarv 
tranfmit  to  the  general  a  cojDy  of  the  faid  refolution. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  August  5,   1778. 

A  memorial  from  Samuel  H.  Sullivan,  deputy  quarter-mafier  under 
gen.  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter-general,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Brigadier  Maxwell  having  recommended  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrew 
Hunter  to  be  appointed  chaplain  to  his  brigade. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Rev.  Andrew  Hunter  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  chaplain  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  brigadier  Maxwell. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  pay  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  the  refolution  for  appointing  brigade  chaplains  ; 

Qjjeftion  put,  palled  in  the  negative. 

According  to  order,  the  committee  on  the  treafury  laid  before  Con- 
grefs an  account  of  the  funis  of  money  granted  to  the  quarter-mafter- 
general,  to  the  commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  to  the  commiffary- 
general  of  military-ftores,  and  to  the  clothier-general,  feverally,  for  the 
'ufe  of  their  refpeftive  departments. 

The  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  capt.  Manly,  lat.e 
of  the  continsntal  fliip  Hancock,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  court-mar- 
tial on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Thompfon,  late  capt.  and  commander  of 
the  fhip  Raleigh,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  capt.  Manly  be  re- 
turned to  the  marine-committee,  to  be  filed  among  their  papers  ;  and 
that  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  of  capt.   Thompfon  lie  on  the  tal)le„ 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  6000  dollars, 
to  anfwer  the  draughts  of  the  board  for  the  ufe  of  the  baking-depart- 
ment ;  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  IfTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  faid 
Jofeph  Nourfe,  for  300  dollars,  to  reimburfe  him  a  like  fum  advanced 
to  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commiffary  of  military-ftores,  who  is  to 
be  accountable : 

That  another  warrant  iffue,  on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war, 
in  favour  of  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe,  for  6000  dollars,  to  be  by  him 
paid  over  to  colonel  John  Beatty,  conimiffary-general  of  prifoners,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  department,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
treafury,  dated  July  22d  ;   whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  for  300,000  dollars,  in  favouf  of  the  prefident  anci 
(^Quncil  of  the  fai4  ftate,  tq  be  paid  cut  of  the  money  gfTelTed  by  the 
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jKate,  agreeably  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  22d  of  Novembef 
laft  ;  the  faid  Hate  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read,  Inform* 
ing,  that  in  purfuance  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  "  he  has  arretted 
colonel  Benjamin  Flower  in  the  ufual  manner,"  and  defiring  an  expla- 
ilation  of  the  refolution  with  refpeft  to  the  fafe  keeping  of  colonel 
Flower  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  major-general  Arnold,  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  Coligrefs  that  colonel  Benjamin  Flower  fhould  be 
fecurely  kept  in  a  convenient  room  under  a  fufficient  guard. 

One  of  the  delegates  from  New-Jerfey  laid  before  Congrefs  ah  ex* 
trad  of  a  letter  from  James  Caldwell  : 

Ordered.)  That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  prifoners,  inhabitants 
of  thefe  ftates  taken  by  the  French  fleet,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Duer  ; 
and  that  fo  much  as  relates  to  velTels  captured  by  the  faid  fleet,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  marine-cOmmittee. 

Five  o'clock,  P.   M. 

Resolved  That  the  door  of  the  Congrefs  chamber  be  open  during 
the  audience  to  be  given  to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Penhfylvatiia  be  requefted  to  inform 
the  vice-prefident,  the  fupreme  executive  council,  and  the  fpeaker  and 
afl'embly  of  the  faid  ftate,  that  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty  the  king  of  France,  will  receive  his  audience  of  Con^ 
grefs  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  when  the  doors  of  Congrefs  chamber 
will  be  openedi 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  Congrefs  may  give  two  tickets  for 
the  admittance  of  other  perfons  to  the  audience,  and  that  no  perfons, 
except  thofe  fpecified  in  the  foregoing  refolution,  be  admitted  without 
filch  a  ticket,  figned  by  the  members  appointed  to  introduce  the 
minifter  to  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Benjamin  Flower,  was  read  i 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appoined  to  report 
the  mode  of  trying  Cornelius  SweerSi 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  August  6,  1778. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  report 
the  mode  of  trying  Cornelius  Sweers  ;  and  that  the  committee  take 
'the  examination,  upon  oath,  of  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commiffary 
of  military-ftores,  touching  his  accufation  of  colonel  B.  Flower,  com- 
miffary-general  of  military-ftores  ;  and  that  the  committee  be  autho- 
rized to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers,  which  they  may  deem  proper  for 
the  better  profecution  of  the  bufinefs,  and  to  feize  and  keep  fuch  pa- 
pers of  the  faid  Flower  and  Sweers. 

According  to  order,  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard  was  Introduced  to  an  aii* 
dience  by  the  two  members  for  that  pupofe  appointed,  and  being  feated 
in  his  chair,  his  fecretary  delivered  to  the  prefident  %  letter  from  hia 
Bioft  Ghriftiaa  jnajefty,  direft«d 
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"  A  MS  ires  ehers  grands  amies  et  allies  les  president  et  mem6ers'3u 
Congres  general  des  Etats-Unis  ; 

And  in  the  words  following  : 

*'  Tres  cbersy  grands  amies  et  allies, 

Les  traites,  que  nous  avons  fignes,  avec  vous,  en  confequencc  des 
propofitions,  que  vos  deputes  nous  ont  faites  de  votre  part,  vous  font 
un  garant  affure  de  notre  afFedlion  pour  les  Etats-Unis  en  general  et 
pour  chacun  d'eux  en  particulier,  ainli  que  de  I'intereft  que  nous  pre- 
nons  et  que  nous  prendrons  conftament  at  leurs  bonheurs  et  a  leur  prof- 
perite.  G'eft  pour  vous  en  convaincre  d'une  maniere  plus  particulier, 
que  nous  avons  nomme  le  fieur  Gerard,  fecretaire  de  notre  confeil 
d'etat  pour  redder  aupres  de  vous  en  qualite  de  notre  miniftre  plenipo- 
tentiaire.  II  connoit  d'autant  mieux  les  fentimens,  que  nous  vous 
portons,  et  il  eft  d'autant  plus  en  etat  de  vous  en  rendre  temoignage 
qu'il  a  ete  charge  de  notre  part  de  negocier,  avec  vos  deputes,  et  qu'il 
a  figne  avec  eux  les  traites,  qui  cimentent  notre  union.  Nous  vous 
prions  d'ajouter  foi  entiere  atout  ce  qu'il  vous  dira  de  notre  part,  prin. 
cipalement  lorfqu'il  vous  affurera  de  notre  afFeftion  et  de  notre  con- 
llante  amitie  pour  vous.  Surce  nous  prions  Dieu,  quil  vous  ait,  Tres^ 
chers,  grands  amis  et  allies,  en  fa  fainte  et  digne  gard. 

Ecrita  Verfailles,  le  28  Mars,  1778.  Votre  bon  ami  et  allie, 

Louis, 
Gravier  de  Vebgennes." 

[TRANSLATION.] 

(Superfcription.) 

"  To  our  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies,  the  president  and  members 

of  the  general  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North-America. 

Very  dear  great  friends  and  allies, 
The  treaties  which  we  have  figned  with  you,  in  confequence  of  the 
propofals  your  commiffioners  made  to  us  in  your  behalf,  are  a  certain 
affurance  of  our  affection  for  the  L^nited  States  in  general,  and  foi' 
each  of  them  in  particular,  as  well  of  the  tntereft  we  take  and  con- 
ftantly  Hiall  take  in  their  happinefs  and  profperity.  It  is  to  convince 
you  more  particularly  of  this  that  we  have  nominated  the  fieur  Gerard, 
fecretary  of  our  council  of  ftate,  torefide  among  you  in  the  quality  of 
minifter  plenipotentiary.  He  is  the  better  acquainted  with  our  fenti- 
ments  towards  you,  and  the  more  capable  of  teftifying  the  fame  to  you, 
as  he  was  entrufted  on  our  part  to  negociate  with  your  commifTioners 
and  figned  with  them  the  treaties  which  cement  our  union.  We  pray 
you  to  give  full  credit  to  all  he  lliall  communicate  to  you  from  us, 
more  efpecially  when  he  fliall  affure  you  of  our  affe£lIon  and  conftant 
friendlhip  for  you.  We  pray  God,  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies^ 
to  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping-. 
Verfailles,  28th  March,    1778. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally, 
(Signed,)  Louis, 

(Underfigned.)  Gravier   de   Vergennes." 

The  minifter  was  then  announced  to  the  houfe  :  whereupon  he  arofc 
and  addreffed  Congrefs  in  a  fpeech,  which  when  he  had  finilhed,  bis 
fecretary  delivered  in  writing  to  the  prefident,  and  is  as  follows: 
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♦*  Messieurs, 

Les  liaifons,  que  le  roi  mon  maitre  a  formes  avcc  les  Etats-Unisde 
rAmerique  lui  fout.  fi  agreeables  ;  qu'il  n'a  pas  voulu  difterer  de  m'en- 
voyer  reiider  aupres  de  voiis  pour  les  cimenter.  Sa  Majefte  apprendra 
avec  fatisfaftion  que  les  fentimens,  qui  fe  font  nianifeftes  a  cette  occa- 
{ion,  jultifienc  la  confiance  que  lui  avoient  infpire  lezele  et  le  charac- 
tere  des  deputes  des  Etats-Unis  en  France  ;  la  fageffe  et  la  fermet^  qui 
ont  dirige  vos  refolutions  ainfi  que  la  conftance  et  le  courage,  que  les 
peuples  ont  fait  eclater.  Vous  favez,  melReurs,  que  cette  confiance  a 
fait  la  bafe  du  plan  vrayment  amical  et  defintereffe'  fur  le  quel  Sa  Ma- 
jefte.a  traite  avec  les  Etats-Unis. 

II  n'a  pas  dcpendu  d'elle,  que  fes  engagemens  n'affuraffent  votrr 
independance  et  votre  repos  fans  efTufion  ulterieur  de  fang  et  fans  ag- 
graver  les  maux  de  I'humanite,  dont  tout  fon  ambition  efl  d'affurer  I<r 
bonheur  ;  mais  les  difpofitions  et  les  refolutions  hoftiles  de  I'ennemic 
commun  ayant  donne  a  des  engagemens  purement  eventuels  une  force 
aftuelle,pofitive,  permanente  et  indifToluble,  le  Roi  mon  maitre  a  penf© 
que  les  deux  allies  ne  doivent  plus  f 'occuper  que  du  moyens  de  les 
remplir  de  la  maniere  la  plus  utile  a  la  caufe  commune,  et  la  plus  efllcacc 
pour  parvenir  a  la  paix,  qui  eft  I'objeft  d'alliance.  C'efi:  d'apres  cc 
principe,  que  Sa  Majefte  f'eft  hatee  de  vous  envoyer  un  fecours,  pouif- 
fant :  vous  ne  le  devez,  meffieurs,  qu'a  fon  amitie,  a  I'intereft  fincere 
qu'elle  prend  aux  avantages  des  Etats-Unis,  et  au  defir  qu'ellc  a  de 
concourir  efficacement  a  affirmir  votre  repos  et  votre  profperitc  fur 
des  bafes  honorables  et  folids  elle  efpere  d'alleurs,  que  les  principes 
adoptes  par  les  governemens  contribueront  a  etendre  les  liaifons,  que 
I'interet  mutuel  des  peuples  refpeiStifs  avoit  deja  commence  a  etablir 
«ntre  eux.  La  principal  point  de  mes  inftruAions  eft  de  faire  marcher 
fur  la  meme  ligne  les  interets  de  la  France  et  ceux  des  Etats-Unis.  Je 
me  flatte,  meffieurs,  que  ma  conduite  pafle  dans  les  aifaires,  que  les 
interreffent,  vous  aura  deja  convaineu,  que  je  n'ai  point  de  defir  plus 
cher  que  celui  d'executer  mes  inftrudlions  de  maniere  a  meriter  la  con- 
fiance  du  Congresj  I'amitie  de  fes  membres  et  I'eftime  de  tous  les  ci- 
toyeas. 

Geraud.'* 

[TRANSLATION.] 

"  Gentlemen, 

The  connexion  formed  by  the  king  my  mafter,  Avith  tlie  United 
States  of  America,  is  fo  agreeable  to  him,  that  he  cold  no  longer  delay 
fending  me  to  refide  among  you  for  the  purpofe  of  cementing  it.  It 
will  give  his  majefty  great  fatisfaAion  to  learn,  that  the  fentiments 
which  have  flione  forth  on  this  occafion,  juftify  that  confidence  with 
which  he  hath  been  infpired  by  the  zeal  and  charafter  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  United  States  in  France,  the  wifdom  and  fortitude  whicK 
have  direfted  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  and  the  courage  and  perfe- 
verance  of  the  people  they  reprefent  ;  a  confidence  Avhich  you  know, 
gentlemen,  has  been  the  balis  of  that  truly  amicable  and  difinterefted 
fyftem,  on  which  he  hath  treated  with  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  his  majefty's  fault  that  the  engagements  he  hath  entered 
into  did  not  eftablifh  your  independence  and  repofe,  without  the  fur- 
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ther  efFufion  of  blood,  and  without  aggravating  the  calamities  of  man™ 
kind,  whofe  happinefs  it  is  his  higheft  ambition  to  promote  and  fecure. 
But,  fince  the  hoftile  meafures  and  defigns  of  the  common  enemy  have 
given  to  engagements,  purely  eventual,  an  immediate,  poiitive,  per- 
vnaneut  and  IndifToluble  force,  it  Is  the  opinion  of  the  king  my  mafter, 
that  the  allies  fhould  turn  their  -whole  attention  to  fulfil  thofe  engage- 
iiients  In  the  manner  mod  ufeful  to  the  common  caufe  and  befl  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  that  peace  which  is  the  objecl  of  the  alliance. 

It  Is  upon  this  principle,  gentlemen,  his  majelly  hath  haftened  to 
fend  you  a  powerful  affiflance,  which  you  owe  only  to  his  frlendfliip, 
to  the  {incere  regard  he  has  for  every  thing  which  relates  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  United  States,  and  the  defire  of  contributing  with  effi- 
f/acv  to  eftablini  your  repofe  and  profperity  upon  an  honorable  and  fo- 
lid  foundation.  And  further,  It  is  his  expectation  that  the  principles 
which  may  be  adopted  by  the  refpeftlve  governments  will  tend  to 
itrengthen  thofe  bonds  of  union,  which  have  originated  In  the  mutual 
mterefliof  the  two  nations. 

The  principal  objeft  of  my  inftrucllons  Is,  to  conneifl  the  Interefts  of 
France  with  thofe  of  the  United  States.  I  flatter  myfelf,  gentlemen^ 
that  my  pail  conduct,  in  the  affairs  which  concern  them,  hath  already- 
convinced  you  of  the  determination  I  feel  to  endeavour  to  obey  my  in- 
ftruclions  In  fuch  manner  as  to  deferve  the  confidence  of  Gongrefs,  the 
iViendlhlp  of  Its  members,  and  the  efteem  of  the  citizens  of  America, 
(Signed,) 

Gerard." 

To  which  the  prefident  returned  the  following  anfwev  : 

Sir, 

The  treaties  between  his  mofl  Chriftian  majefty  and  the  United 
States  of  America  fo  fully  demonftrate  his  wifdom  and  magnanimity  as 
to  command  the  reverence  of  all  nations.  The  virtuous  citizens  of 
America  In  particular  can  never  forget  his  beneficent  attention  to  their 
violated  rights,  nor  ceafe  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  a  gracious  provi- 
dence in  raifmg  them  up  fo  powerful  and  illuftrious  a  friend.  It  Is  the 
hope  and  opinion  of  Gongrefs  that  the  confidence  his  majefty  repofes 
in  the  firmnefs  of  thefe  ftates,will  receive  additional  ftrength  from  eve- 
ry day's  experience. 

This  alTembly  are  convinced,  fir,  that  had  It  refted  folely  with  the 
moft  Chriftian  king,  not  only  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates  would 
have  been  univerfally  acknowledged,  but  their  tranquillity  fully  efta- 
bliftied.  We  lament  that  luft  of  domination  which  give  birth  to  the 
5>refent  Avar,  and  hath  prolonged  and  extended  the  miierles  of  man- 
kind. We  ardently  wIOi  to  flieathe  the  fword  and  fpare  the  further 
cffufion  of  blood  ;  but  we  are  determined,  by  every  means  in  our  pow- 
er, to  fulfil  thofe  eventual  engagements  which  have  acquired  pofitlve 
and  permanent  force  from  the  hoftile  defigns  and  meafures  of  the  com- 
mon enemv. 

Gongrefs  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  affiftance  fo  wifely  andge- 
iieroully  fent,  will  bring  Great-Britain  to  a  fenfe  of  juftice  and  mode- 
ration, promote  the  intereft  of  France  and  America,  and  fecure  peace 
and  tranquillity  on  the  moft  firm  and  honorable  foundation.  Neither 
ean  it  be  doubted,  that  thofe  who  adminlfter  the  powers  of  goverument^ 
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•within  the  fcveral  Rates  of  this  union,  will  cement  that  eonnc(Stion  with 
the  fubjecfls  of  France,  the  beneficent  efFeds  of  which  have  already  been 
fo  fenfibly  felt. 

SIR, 

From  the  experience  we  have  had  of  your  exertions  to  promote  the 
true  interefts  of  our  country  as  well  as  your  own,  It  is  with  the  higheft 
fatisfaftionCongrefs  receive  as  the  firft  minifter  from  his  moil  GhriQiau 
majefty,  a  gentleman whofe  paft  conduct  afiords  a  happy  pre}age,that  he 
•will  merit  the  confidence  of  this  body,  the  friendfliip  of  its  members,  and, 
the  efleem  of  the  citizens  of  America. 

The  fecretary  of  Conjrefs  delivered  to  the  rainifter  a  copy  of  tlie 
foregoing  reply,  dated  "In  Congrefs,  Auguil  6,  1778,"  and  figned 
"  Henry  Laurens,  prefident." 

Whereupon  the  minifter  withdrew,  and  was  condufted  home  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  V'/as  brought  to  the  houfe. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-niorrow. 

FniDAr,  August  7,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  Mr.  M.  Clarkfon,  one  of  the  auditors  of 
accounts  in  the  main  army,  was  read,  informing,  "  that  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  oflice  he  was  polTeliedof  the  commiffion  of  marfl)al  of 
the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  which  he  ftill  holds, 
and  reprefenting,  ''  that  his  duty  in  that  office  now  claims  his  attentior,, 
and  that  therefore  he  is  conftrained  to  tender  a  refignation  of  his  office 
as  auditor  ;"  and  begging  "  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  accept  it :" 
•whereupon, 

ResohecU  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  tcr  whom  the  petition  of  capt.  Stod- 
dard, of  the  2d  regiment  of  light-dragoons,  was  referred,  being  read, 

Ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  27th  of  Nov, 
1777,  from  major-general  Heath,  to  the  board  of  treafury,  report, 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  files  and  journals  of  Congrefs, 
fo  far  as  they  refpeft  the  defence  of  the  ftate  of  R.  Iiland  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  and  the  rife  of  the  expedition  againft  the  iiland  of 
R.  Iiland,  and  find  :  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  committees  appointed  by 
the  ftates  of  N.  Hampffiire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  R.  Ifiand  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  and  Connefticut,  convened  at  Providence,  on  the 
25th  day  of  Dec.  1776, it  was  among  other  things refolved,  "  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  while  fo  large  a  body  of  the  enemy 
is  in  poffeffion  of  R.  Ifiand,  it  is  neceffary  to  keep  6000  men  in  the  ftate 
of  R.  Ifiand,  to  oppofe  them."  That  the  proceedings  of  the  faid  com- 
mittees were  laid  before  Congrefs,  who,  upon  the  15th  day  of  Feb.  1777, 
refolved,  "  That,  confidering  the  fituation  of  the  N.  England  ftates, 
Congrefs  approve  of  the  meafures  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittees from  the  four  N.  England  ftates,  for  the  defence  of  the  ftate  of 
R.  Iiland."  That,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1777,  Congrefs  refolved, 
^'  Thatit  be  recommended  to  the  general  alTemblyof  the  ftate  of  R. Iiland 
and  Providence  Plantationstocollcvfl,  with  the  utmoftdifpatch,  the  whole 
force  thereof,  and  therewith,  aided  by  fuch  parts  of  the  militia  of  Maf- 
I'achufetts-Bay  and  Conne6licut  as  are  contiguous  to  the  faid  ftate.  t© 
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attack  and  deflroy  the  enemy  on  the  Ifland  of  R.  Ifland  aforefaid  :  that 
it  be,  and  hereby  it  is  recommended  to  the  ftates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
and  Connedticut,  to  give  every  affitlance  in  their  power,  by  calling  out 
the  militia  of  their  refpedive  towns  which  lie  next  to  the  ftate  of  R« 
Ifland,  and  to  promote  and  execute  this  important  fervice  :  that  gen. 
Wafliington  be  directed  to  appoint  fuch  general-officers  as  he  fhall  judge 
proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  refolution  into  effedl.  Ordered,  that  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  fent  by  exprefs  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
£ou  and  the  three  N.  England  ftates." 

That  at  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  ftates  of  N.  Hampfliire, 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  R.  Ifland  and  N.  York,  held  at  Springfield,  30th 
of  July,  1777,  it  was  among  other  things  refolved,  "  that  the  ftate 
ef  R.  Ifland  be  requefted  to  fill  up  their  two  battalions  as  foon  as  may- 
be, for  the  defence  of  that  ftate  ;  that  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay 
be  defired  to  haften  on  the  two  battalions  they  have  ordered  for  that 
purpofe  :  that  the  ftate  of  Connecticut  be  defired  to  raife  and  equip 
one  battalion  of  728  men,  with  all  fpeed,  anddireft  them  to  the  above 
fervice  ;  and  that  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampfliire  be  defired  to  raife  and 
equip  300  men,  v/ith  all  fpeed,  and  diredt  them  to  the  above  purpofe." 
That  on  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  1777,  Congrefs  refolved,  "  That  fire- 
Ihips  ftiould  be  prepared  to  attack  and  deftroy  the  Britilh  fiiips  in  the 
rivers  and  bays  of  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland  :  That  gen.  Spencer  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  foregoing  refolution,  and  that  he  be  inftrufted,  a& 
far  as  poflible,  to  favour  the  faid  deligns  by  fuch  attacks  and  feints  a» 
^e  may  judge  proper,  with  the  troops  and  boats  under  his  command." 
That  on  the  13th  of  Jan.  1778,  Congrefs  refolved,  "  That  It  be  ear- 
ncftly  recommended  to  the  ftates  of  N.  Plampfliire,  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
Il»  Ifland  and  Connecticut,  immediately  to  furnifli  and  keep  up  con- 
ftantly  in  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the 
defence  of  the  faid  ftate,  their  feveral  quotas  of  troops  as  adjufted  by 
the  refolution  of  a  committee  from  the  faid  ftates  and  the  ftate  of  N, 
York,  which  met  at  Springfield,  the  30th  day  of  July  laft."  That  Con- 
grefs, on  the  14th  of  Jan.  1778,  refolved,  "  That  Ebenezer  Hancock, 
Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  of  eaftern-diftrift,  be  directed,  forth- 
with, to  appoint  an  aflaftant  pay-mafter,  conftantly  to  attend  and  pay 
the  army  ftationed  in  or  near  Providence,  for  the  defence  of  the  ftate  of 
R»  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  applying  to  Congrefs,  from  time 
to  time,  for  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  money  for  the  fame  ;  and  that  the 
commanding-officer  in  the  faid  ftate  be  fully  empowered  to  draw  on 
the  faid  affiftant  pay-mafter  for  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  the  army 
aforefaid."  That  on  the  17th  of  July,  1777,  Congrefs  refolved, 
"  That  gen.  Spencer  be  informed,  in  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the  20th 
May,  that  Congrefs  confirm  the  appointment  made  by  him  of  William 
Peck,  Efq;  deputy  adjutant-general  to  the  militia  and  the  ftate  troops  of 
R.  Ifland,  kept  in  continental  pay;  that  for  money  to  pay  the  faid  troops 
he  is  to  make  application  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Efq;  at  Bofton,  de- 
puty pay-mafter-general  of  the  troops  in  the  eaftern-department  ;  and 
that  as  the  quarter-mafter-general  has  the  appointment  of  all  his  de- 
puties, application  is  to  be  made  to  them  for  the  appointment  of  a  de- 
puty quarter-mafter-general."    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  expenfe  of  the  late  intended  expedition  agalnft 
the  ifland  of  R.  Ifland  be  borne  by  the  continent. 
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A  petition  from  George  Spangler,  was  read  : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  have  leave  of  abfence* 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  col.  Knoblaugh, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read :  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAr,  August  8,    1778. 

A  letter,  from  T.  Pickering,  and  one  from  major-general  Arnold, 
both  of  this  date,  were  read. 

A  letter,  from  B.  Randolph,  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  making  of 
paper  for  loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange,  was  read,  inform- 
ing, that  his  engagements  in  N.  Jerfey  will  prevent  his  attendance  on  the 
buiinefs  to  which  he  was  appointed,  in  lefs  than  two  weeks  from  this  time, 
and  therefore  praying,  if  the  bufinefs  require  immediate  attendance,  that 
Congrefs  will  pleafe  to  appoint  fome  other  perfon  for  the  prefent. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  recommended  fundry  perfons  for  figners 
of  the  continental  currency,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  clioftn,  viz. 
Samuel  Nichols,  col.  Patton,  col.  Jofeph  Copperthwait,  Jolcph  H. 
Ellis,  Richard  Humphreys,  James  Loughead,  Jedediah  Snowden, 
Jofeph  Walter,  Joftph  Bullock,  Williara  Thorne,  Thomas  Ltiper, 
John  Lardner,  Alexander  Nefbit,  Frederick  Phyle,  John  Young,  jun. 
William  Gray,  Robert  Caither,  col.  Lewis  Farmer,  John  Keppele, 
William  Adcock,  Jofeph  Pennel,  Jofeph  Hubley,  John  Meafe,  Peter 
Stretch,  Nathaniel  Donald,  William  Hardy,  Jofeph  Snowden,  James 
Wil'.on,  William  Sheaf  and  Edward  Fox. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  alfo  recommended  a  perfon  to  fuperin- 
tend the  making  of  paper  for  loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of  ex- 
change, Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elecSilon  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  George  Bright  was  elefted. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs  of  March 
2d,  a  volunteer  corps  of  cavalry  from  the  flute  of  Virginia,  under  the 
command  of  the  hon.  gen.  Nelfon,  are  now  in  this  city,  on  their  way 
to  the  army,  under  the  command  of  gen.  Wadiington  :  and,  whereas, 
the  removal  of  the  enemy  from  this  flate  renders  the  employment  of  this 
corps  at  prefent  unnecefTary  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fald  corps  to  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  the  hon.  gen.  Nel- 
fon and  the  ofncers  and  gentlemen  under  his  command,  for  their  brave, 
generous  and  patriotic  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  their  country. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  add  as  follows,  "  and  that  it  be  warmly  re- 
commended to  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  ftates  to  imitate,  in  pub- 
lic emergencies,  the  virtuous  conduct  of  the  volunteers  from  Virginia  : 

The  previous  queflion  being  called  for,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  requi- 
red by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Neiv-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^cy 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay' 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay 

Mr.  Dana,  ay 

Mr.   Holten,  ay\ 
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Mhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


I^eKV-York, 


Neiv-'Jerseyy 
Maryland, 


Mr.  3farchant, 

Mr.  Hosmer, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Letvis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.   3Iorris, 


aj  )>oy 
ay  ^ay 

7to'^ 


Mr.    Witherspoon,    ay  ^ay 


ay 


divided. 


Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Virginia,  Mr.  i?.  iZ.  /.ee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  P(??m, 

Mr.  Williams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no~\ 

Mr.  Drayton,  710  ! 

Mr.  Mattheivs,        no  ^"'^ 

Mr.  Heyivard,  noj 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair,  ay  )>ay 

So  it  palTed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queftion  was  fet  afide. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  23d  of  June  laft,  from  the  council  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  fo  far  as  relates  to  their  ftate's  clothing  their  troops, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  take  fuch  meafures 
and  give  fuch  orders  thereon  as  they  judge  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  on  Thurfday  laft,  during 
the  audience  of  fieur  Gerard,  miniiler  plenipotentiary  from  his  mofl 
Chrlftian  majeily,  be  forthwith  publifhed,  as  entered  on  the  journals. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  August   10,    1778. 

Mr.  Harnett,  a  delegate  from  N.  Carolina,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d  and  4th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  at  White-Plains, 
was  read,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  the  artillery, 
with  brigadier  Knox's  letter  and  obfervations,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  laid  letter  as  relates  to  the  enlifting  the  draughts 
who  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  fervice  for  three  years,  or  c]urin,Q-  the 
war,  be  alfo  referred  to  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that  they  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  refolution  for  that  purpofe,  and  report  the  fame  as  foon  as 
polfible : 

That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  the  clothier-general's 
department,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Resolved,  That  a  commander  of  the  horfe  be  appointed  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Lee,  was  read  • 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trcafury. 
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A  letter,  of  July  27th,  from  major-general  Greene,  "withfundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  Avas  read. 

A  memorial  from  col.  R.  Lawfon,  of  the  4th  Virginia  regiment, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Walhington,  enclofing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  of  the  4th,  from  col.  Laurens,  at  Providence,  was  read  : 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gen.  Wafhington  to  the  board  of  war, 
■with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  July  28th,  from  J.  Warren,  Efq;  one  of  the  navy-board 
in  the  eaftern-department,  and  one  of  Auguft  5th,  from  gov.  Johnfon, 
of  Maryland,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  and  one  of  the  1ft,  from 
major-general  Sullivan,  at  Providence,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  col.  B.  Flower,  under  arreft,  was  read, 
informing  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  and  requefting  a  relaxation  of  his 
confinement,  and  accompanied  with  a  certificate  from  Dr.  Clarkfon, 
confirming  the  account  of  his  infirm  condition  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Arnold  be  directed  to  permit  col.  B. 
Flower  to  go  abroad  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  at  fuch  hours  as  he 
fhall  think  moft  conducive  to  his  health,  under  the  cuftody  of  one  or 
more  vigilant  anti  difcreet  officer  or  officers. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  George  Partridge,  Efq;  to  Mr.  Dana, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs,   and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  i-eferred  to«the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  lately  received  by  the  committee  of  com- 
merce from  New-Orleans,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  agree  to  a  proportion  for  exchanging  gov. 
Franklin  for  gov.  M'Kinley: 

Oydered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ment, and  that  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  advice  and  affiftance 
of  the  faid  committee  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by empowered  to  proceed  in  arranging  the  army  according  to  the  re- 
folutions  of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Banifter. 

The  committee  on  the  poft-office  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  14,041-1  dollars  be  advanced  to  Richard  Bache, 
Efq;  poft-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department  ;  the  faid  R. 
Bache  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Mifflin,  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  general  Wafliington,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  commerce  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  on  the  committee  of  commf-rce  by 
Abraham  Livingfton,  in  favour  of  Samuel  Curfon,  for  10,000  dollars, 
dated  Gharleftown,  South-Carolina,  be  p  ii'l. 

Ordered}  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  together  with   the  pa-. 
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pers  and  accounts  from  Raymond  Demere,  deputy  clothier  in  Geor- 
gia, be  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  part  of  gen.  Wafhington's 
letter  relative  to  the  clothier-general's  department. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  col.  Law-? 
fon,  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  August  11,  1778, 
A  Declaration, 
Whereas  George  Johnftone,  Efq;  one  of  the  Britifh  commiflioner^ 
for  reftoring  peace  in  America,  on  the  11th  of  April  laft,  did  write 
and  fend  a  letter  to  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq;  a  member  of  Congrefs,  con- 
taining this  paragraph,  viz.  "  The  man  who  can  be  inftrumental  in 
bringing  us  all  to  aft  once  more  in  harmony,  and  to  unite  together 
the  various  powers  which  this  contefl:  has  drawn  forth,  will  deferve 
more  from  the  king  and  the  people,  from  patriotifm,  humanity  and  all 
the  tender  ties  that  are  affected  by  the  quarrel  and  reconciliation,  than 
ever  was  yet  beftowed  on  human  kind."  And,  whereas,  the  faid  George 
Johnftone,  Efq;  on  the  16th  day  of  June  laft,  wrote  and  fent  a  letter 
to  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  another  member  of  Congrefs,  containing  thi? 
paragraph,  viz.  "  I  believe  the  men  who  have  conducted  the  affairs  of 
America  uncapable  of  being  influenced  by  improper  motives  ;  but  in 
all  fuch  tranfactions  there  is  rifk,  and  I  think  that  whoever  ventures 
fhould  be  fecured,  at  the  fame  time,  that  honor  and  emolument  fhould 
naturally  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  v/ho  have  fteered  the  vefTel  in  the 
florm  and  brought  her  fafely  to  port.  I  think  Walhington  and  the 
prefident  have  a  right  to  every  favour  that  grateful  nations  can  be- 
ftow,  if  they  could  once  more  unite  our  intereft  and  fpare  the  miferies 
and  devaftations  of  war."  Which  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs. 
And,  whereas,  the  faid  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq;  hath  in  his  place  in  Con- 
grefs declared,  that  "  on  Sunday  the  21ft  of  June  laft,  a  few  days  af- 
ter the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  by  the  Britifh  troops,  he 
received  a  written  meffage  from  a  married  lady  of  charafter,  having 
connexion  with  the  Britifh  army,  expreffing  a  defire  to  fee  him  on  bu- 
fmefs,  which  could  not  be  committed  to  writing  :  that,  attending  the 
lady  ap^reeable  to  her  appointment  in  the  evening  ;  after  fome  previous 
converfation  refpeding  her  particular  connexions,  the  bulinefs  and 
characlers  of  the  Britifli  commiffioners,  and  particularly  of  gov.  John- 
ftone (meaning  the  faid  George  Johnftone,  Efq;)  were  the  fubjecfs  of 
general  converfation,  which  being  more  confined,  the  lady  enlarged 
upon  the  great  talents  and  amiable  qualities  of  that  gentleman,  and 
added,  that  in  feveral  converfations  with  her,  he  (gov.  Johnftone)  had 
cxprefTed  the  moft  favourable  fentiments  of  him  (Mr.  Reed,)  and  that 
it  was  particularly  wifhed  to  engage  his  (Mr.  Reed's)  intereft  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  their  commiflion,  viz.  a  re-union  between  the  two 
countries,  if  confiftent  with  his  principles  and  judgment  ;  and  that,  in 
fuch  cafe,  it  could  not  be  deemed  unbecoming  or  improper  in  govern- 
ment, (meanino- the  Britifh,)  to  take  a  favourable  notice  of  fuch  con- 
duit;  and  that,  in  this  inftance,  he  (Mr.  Reed)  might  have  £.  10,000 
fterling,  and  any  office  in  the  colonies  (meaning  thefe  United  States) 
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in  his  majefty's  gift  (meaning  the  gift  of  his  Britanic  majcfly,)  to 
which,  finding  an  anfwer  was  expefted,  he  (Mr.  Reed)  replied,  "  He 
•was  not  -worth  purchaiing,  but  fuch  as  he  was,  the  king  of  Great-Bri- 
tain was  not  rich  enough  to  do  it."  And,  whereas,  the  faid  paragraphs, 
■written  and  fent  as  aforefaid,  by  George  Johnftone,  Efq;  and  the 
faid  declaration  made  by  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq;  call  loudly  upon  Gongrefs 
to  exprefs  their  fentiments  upon  them. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  faid  paragraphs,  and 
the  particulars  in  the  faid  declaration,  in  the  opinion  of  Gongrefs,  can- 
jiot  but  be  confidered  as  diredl  attempts  to  corrupt  and  bribe  the  Gon- 
grefs of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  as  Gongrefs  feel,  fo  they  ought  to  demonllrate,  the; 
higheft  and  moft  pointed  indignation  againll  fuch  daring  and  attrocious 
attempts  to  corrupt  their  integrity. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  incompatible  with  the  honour  of  Gongrefs  to 
hold  any  manner  of  correfpondence  or  intercourfe  with  the  faid  George 
Johnftone,  Efq;  efpecially  to  negociate  with  him  upon  affairs  in  which 
the  caufe  of  liberty  is  interefted. 

A  motion  was  made  to  add,  "  and,  whereas,  the  condu6l  of  the  faid 
George  Johnftone,  Efq;  in  the  aforefaid  particulars,  unavoidably  efiefts 
his  colleagues  in  commiflion,  and  unfavourably  imprefTes  the  mind,  fo 
that  full  confidence  cannot  be  placed  In  them  :   therefore. 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  will  not,  in  any  degree,  negociate  with 
^he  prefent  Britifh  commiflioners  in  America,  for  reftoring  peace." 

Pn  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ghafe, 


Neiv-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay  y 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Tor  k, 
Nenv-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania^ 


Maryland^ 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Mr.   Bartlett,  n< 

"Mr.' Gerry,  «< 

Mr.  Dana,  n 

Mr.  Lovell,  n 

Mr.   Bolten,  n 

Mr.  Marchant,  c 
Mr.  Sherman,  n 

Mr.  A.  Adams,  n 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  n 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  n 
Mr.   Scudder,  a 

Mr.  Boudinot,  n 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  n 
Mr.  y.  Smith,  excu- 
sed from  voting,  he 
not  being  present  at 
the  debate, 
Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  r.  Adams, 
Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Williams, 


no' 
no  K-ne 

no 

no'' 
■ 
no 

no 

no 


►  nfl 


no  7 


divided. 
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ay 

no 
a/)>aj 


Soutb-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay^ 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Heyivard, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  and  agreed  to  add  to  the  foregoing  refolutlonSy 
as  follows  ; 

And  for  the  propriety  of  fuch  condu£l  we  make  and  piiblifh  to  the 
world  this  our  declaration. 

Done  in  Congrefs,  at  Philadelphia,  this  1  Ith  day  of  Aiiguft,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thpufand  feven  hundred  and  fevcnty-eight,  and 
in  the  third  year  of  the  independence  of  America. 

A  motion  v/as  made,  to  re-confider  the  refolutions  paffed  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


New-Hampshire , 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 
Netu-Jcrsey, 


Pennsylvania, 
Maryla-nd, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Love II, 
Mr,   Holten, 
Mr.   Mar  chant, 
Mr.  Sherman,  no 

Mr.  A.  Adams,       no 
Mr.   G.   Morris,       ay 
Mr.    IVitherspoon,    no' 
Mr.  Scudder,  no 

Mr.  Boiidinot,  no 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  ay 
Mr.  James  Smith,  ay 
Mr.   Chase,  ay 

Mr.   Plater,  ay 

Mr.  Forbes,  ay 


>ay 


ay 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


R.  H.  Lee, 
7*.  Adams, 

Harvie, 
Harnett, 
Williams, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Mr.   Matthews, 
Mr.    Heyward, 
Mr.   Telfair, 


div  ided. 


Georgia, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  declaration,  as  agreed  to,  be  ngned  by  the  pre- 
■Sdcnt  and  publiflied. 

A  motion  v\'as  made,  that  a  copy  of  the  declaration  be  figned  by 
the  prcfident  and  fent  by  a  flag  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  king  of 
Great-Britain  at  New-York. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  connderation  of  that  inotion  be  pofl- 
poned. 
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The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  de« 
legates  of  Mahachuletts-Bay,  for  500  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  F. 
Dana,  on  his  application  for  the  lamf*  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  Robert  Law- 
fon,  late  Commandant  of  the  4th  Virginia  regiment,  for  the  fum  of 
460  dollars,  to  indemnify  him  for  the  lofs  of  a  horfe  killed  under  him 
at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  and  for  the  lofs  of  his  bridle  andfadole  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Dr.  Ifaac  Folder, 
deputy  direftor-general  of  the  military-hofpital  in  the  eaftern-depart- 
ment,  for  100,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  paid  to  John  de  la  Ma- 
ter, as  reqiiefted  by  the  dodlor. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafler  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  on  the  application  of  the 
laid  board,  for  30,000  dollars,  to  enable  colonel  Henry  Hollingfworth, 
-vvhom  they  have  employed  in  purchaiing  provifions,  to  difcharge  fome 
Gontrads  he  is  engaged  in  ;   Avhich  is  to  be  charged  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WsDNESDAr,  August   12,   1778. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  motion  refpeding  the 
declaration  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  declaration  paffed  yefterday,  be  fign- 
ed  by  Mr.  prefident,  and  fent  by  a  flag  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
king  of  Great-Britain,  at  N.  York. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier  Maxwell,  and  one  of  the  7th, 
from  Adam  Fergufon,  enclofing  a  remonftrance  on  the  fubjecl  of  the 
detenfion  of  the  troops  lately  ferving  under  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne,  with  a  requifition  for  their  immediate  releafe  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chafe^  Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Witherfpoon. 

A  petition  from  Henry  baron  Effich,  was  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  the 
committee  be  empowered  and  dire£led  to  enquire  into  the  fafts  therein 
fet  forth,  and  to  grant  fuch  relief  as  they  may  think  expedient  ;  and 
farther,  that  the  faid  committee  be  direded  to  enquire  into  the  ftate 
of  the  legion  commanded  by  C|Ouht  Puh'fki,  and  report  thereon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  major-general  Mifflin,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Tuefdays  and  Thurfdays  in  every  week,  be  fet  apart 
for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  treafury  and  finances  ;  and  that  no 
other  bufinefs,  excepting  the  reading  and  diipofing  of  public  letters, 
be  taken  up  on  tbofe  Jays  without  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  houie, 
until  the  bufinefs  aforefaid  is  e;one  through  and  uniflied. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congrefs  meet  twice  a-day  : 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  ith,  from  general  Nelfon,  v/as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  vote  of  thanks  to  general  Nelfon  and  the  officers 
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and  gentlemen  of  the  corps  of  volunteers  under  his  command,  together 
with  the  foregoing  letter,  be  publifhed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereuport, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-olfice  in  the  ftate  Pennfylvania,  for  40,000 
dollars,  in  favour  of  major  Lee,  for  the  ufe  of  the  corps  of  light-dra- 
groons  under  his  command  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  war- 
rant ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafler 
to  the  faid  board,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  col. 
David  Kennedy,  of  Winchefter,  in  Virginia,  to  complete  the  barracks 
ordered  to  be  built  in  the  faid  place  ;  the  faid  David  Kennedy  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  every  officer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
whofe  duty  requires  his  being  on  horfe-back  in  time  of  adlion,  and 
whofe  horfe  ftiall  be  killed  in  battle,  be  allowed  a  fum  not  exceeding  500 
dollars,  as  a  compenfation  for  his  horfe  fo  killed ;  this  refolution  to 
have  retrofpeft  as  far  as  the  firft  day  of  May,  1777  ;  and  that  the 
quarter-mafter-general  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  value  of 
fuch  horfes,  not  exceeding  the  faid  fum,  to  the  refpedlive  fufFerers  oil 
the  facls  being  projjcrly  authenticated.       '    • 

Resolved.)  That  the  expenfes  incurred  by  col.  John  Green,  for  keep- 
ing two  horfes  during  the  time  his  wounds  rendered  his  removel  laft 
campaign  out  of  N.  Jerfey  necelTary,  be  allowed  him,  and  that  the  fame 
be  referred  to  the  commiflioners  of  claims  for  fettlement. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  an  additional  number  of  figners 
of  continental  bills  of  o-edit,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  William  Rulb,  Mr.  Robert  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Gunning  Bed- 
ford, were  elefted. 

A  petition  from  Patrick  M'Mullen,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  colonel 
Knoblauch,  brought  in  a  report,  wherein  they  reprefent,  "  That  ha- 
ving examined  his  feveral  commiffions  and  recommendations, it  appears 
that  colonel  de  Knoblouch  is  an  experienced  officer,  and  hath  ferved 
in  the  feveral  countries  mentioned  in  his  memorial ;  that  the  fubje^Sls 
contained  in  the  faid  memorial  being  various,  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  boards  to  whom  they  more  particularly  belong  :"  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  fo  m>uch  of  the  memorial  as  relates  to  contracts  for 
filiates,  be  referred  to  the  marine-tomraittee  : 

That  fo  much  as  relates  to  arms,  linen,  cloth,  Sec.  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  propriety  of  employing  col.  Knoblauch  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war,  to  report  thereon  upon  fuch  information  as  they  may 
now  or  hereafter  receive  : 

That  in  the  interim,  col.  Knoblauch  be  permitted  to  repair,  as  a 
volunteer,  to  the  American  camp,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  fum  of 
125  dollars  per  month. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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ThursdjU',  August  13,  1778. 

JResohedy  That  no  paffes  be  granted  to  any  perfon  or  perfoijs  to  go 
into  N.  York,  but  by  Congrefs  or  the  commander  in  chief ;  and  that 
major-general  Arnold  be  directed  to  recall  any  pafs  or  paffes  he  may- 
have  given  to  any  perfons  going  to  N.  York  from  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  have  not  yet  gone  under  fuch  paffes. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  from  the  board  of 
treafury  of  the  15th  of  April  laft,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read* 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Saturday  in  every  week,  be  added  to 
the  days  already  let  apart  for  regulating  the  bufinefs  of  the  treafury 
and  finance. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the 
members,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Tuefday  next. 

Resolved,  That  Saturday  next,  be  appointed  to  take  into  confide- 
ration the  ftate  of  foreign  affairs,  and  that  Mr.  S.  Deane  be  requeued 
to  attend  Congrefs  oil  that  day,  to  give  them  information  refpefting 
the  general  ftate  of  thofe  affairs  and  a  particular  ftate  of  their  funds 
and  commercial  connexions  in  Europe,  and  efpecially  with  Monf.  de 
Beaumarchais. 

■  Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  lay  before  Con« 
grefs,  on  Friday,  all  letters  and  other  public  papers  which  they  may- 
have  received  from  the  commiffioners,  agents,  or  other  perfons  who  have 
tranfafted  bufinefs  for  the  United  States  in  Europe,  from  the  original 
a2:)pointment  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence,  to  this  day; 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  August,  14,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  enclofifig 
one  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Sullivan. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  1ft,  from  Mr.  Huntington,  one  of  the  delegates 
from  Connefticuc,  at  Norwich,  direfted  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate 
in  Congrefs,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  fetting  forth  fundry 
evils  and  abufes  in  the  hofpitals  in  the  eaftern-diftricl  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  9th  of  June  lafl, 
authorizing  the  deputy  direiftor-general  of  the  hofpital  in  the  eaftern- 
department,  in  the  abfence  of  the  direftor-general,  to  fuperintend  the 
medical  affairs  of  that  department,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and 
that  the  faid  hofpital  for  the  future  be  under  the  fame  regulations  aa 
the  hofpitals  in  the  other  departments. 

Resolved,  That  the  direftor-general  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  hofpital  in  the  eaftern-departmenl,  and  give  proper  orders 
for  the  good  government  and  osconomy  thereof,  and  difcharge  unqua- 
lified and  fupernumerary  officers,  if  any  there  be. 

AVhereas,  it  is  of  great  confequence  to  the  general  weal  that  thfi 
enemy  at  N.  York  ftiould  not  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  which  m-,iy 
relieve  the  diftrefs  at  prefent  prevailing  in  their  army  and  fleet  ;  and 
for  the  more  efFeclual  execution  of  the  embargo. 

Resolved,  That  the  vicc-prefident  and  fuprcme  executive  council  of 
the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  be  requefted  to  ftation  one  of  their  gnllies, 
under  command  of  a  vigilant  officer,  near  the  mnudi  of  the  Capi-May 
channel,  with  orders  to  fearch  all  veffels  that  may  be  outward  bound. 
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either  through  Cape-May  channel  or  the  Delaware  ;  and  if  any  fhall  be 
found  e>:porting  provifions  contrary  to  the  embargo,  that  they  be 
brought  before  government,  to  anfwer  for  fuch  their  mifconduft. 

Resolved^  That  the  gov.  of  N.  Jerfey  be  requefted  to  take  the  moft 
efFeiSlual  meafures  to  enforce  due  obfervance  of  the  embargo,  as  Con- 
grefs  confider  it  of  the  firft  importance  to  continue  the  diftrefs  prevail- 
ing in  the  enemy's  fleet  and  army  at  N.  York  for  provifions  ;  and  be- 
caufe  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  coaft-trade  vv^ith  provifions 
may  be  produftive  of  fupply  to  the  enemy,  either  through  the  vigilance 
of  the  cruifers  or  bv  ill-defigning  avaritious  men. 

A  petition  of  John  Hart,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others,  refpe£ling 
the  capture  of  the  floop  Peggy,  was  read  : 

Ordered,,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 
A  memorial  from  Thomas  Towfon,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Penn. 
A  petition  from  Patrick  Colvin,  at  Trenton-ferry,  was  read  ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-mafler-general  be  directed,  if  he  has  any 
boats  or  flats  belonging  to  the  public  at  any  of  the  ferries  on  the  ri- 
ver Delaware  unemployed,  to  lend  two  of  them  to  Patrick  Colvin,  to 
be  by  him  employed  at  Trenton-ferry  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public. 
A  petition  from  William  AUifon,  guardian  of  John  Blakely,  in  be- 
half of  the  faid  John  Blakely,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
It  was  moved  that  it  be  committed  : 
Qjjellion  putjpaffed  in  the  negative. 

The  commiflioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor- 
general,  report. 

That  there  is  due,  to  Thomas  Edifon,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  fecre- 
tary's  office,  from  the  12th  of  June  to  the  r2th  of  Auguft,  1778,  inclu- 
five,  160  dollars,  and  for  his  expenfes  from  York-town  to  Philadelphia, 
16  dollars,  making  in  the  whole,  176  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  as  chaplain-,  hia  pay 
and  fubfiftence  from  the  llth  of  July  to  the  10th  of  Augufl,  1778, 
both  days  inclufive,  60  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  col.  John  Greene,  for  the  expenfes  of  keeping 
two  horfes  in  the  fall  of  1776,  when  he  was  wounded  in  the  ftate  of 
N.  York,  and  which  were  necefTary  to  carry  him  to  his  place  of  refi- 
dence  in  Virginia,  200  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treaf'jrer  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Penn,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  for  2000  dol- 
lars, advanced  upon  his  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  bs  accountable. 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eletllou  of  an  additional  number  of  fi^n- 
ersof  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  and  the  ballots  being-  taken,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chofen,  viz. 

John  Shee,  Francis  Lewis,  jun.  William  Mavfl-iall,  J'^feph  Wilfon, 
James  Royfon,  James  Little,  James  Rownn  and  Ifa-ic  Ail. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  iiieraorial  of  the  hon. 
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fieur  Gerard,  relative  to  Mr.  William  Straker,  having  made  report 
thereon,  and  the  fame  being  read, 

Ordered^  Thac  the  faid  report  and  papers  referred  to,  relative  to  Mr. 
Straker,  be  referred  to  the  government  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvana,  to 
determine  whether  they  will  confider  Mr.  William  Straker,  lately 
made  prifoner  by  the  count  d'EIlaing's  fquadron,  as  a  citizen  of  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  if  the  faid  government  Ihall  determine  to 
confider  and  receive  the  faid  Mr.  William  Straker  as  a  citizen  of  their 
ftate,  that  they  be  defired  to  tranfmit  a  certificate  of  their  determina- 
tion to  the  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft  Chrittian 
majefty. 

Tlie  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relative  to  Corne- 
lius Sweers  and  colonel  B.  Flower,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read  :   after  debate. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Ordered.)  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr,  T. 
Adams. 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  letters 
and  papers  which  they  have  received  from  the  commlffioners,  agents 
and  other  perfons  who  liave  tranfafted  public  bufinefs  In  Europe. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAr,  August  15,  1778. 

A  motion  was  made  to  refolve,  that  the  members  of  this  houfe  keep 
fecret  from  all  but  the  members  of  this  houfe,  under  like  obligations 
of  fee  re  cy,  fuch  information  as  may -be  derived  from  an  infpeftlon  of 
the  papers  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence,  or  from  hear- 
ing the  fame  read  : 

After  debate,  the  previous  queftlon  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  S.  Adams,  no~\ 

Mr.   Gerry^  ay  ! 

Mr.   Lovell,  ay  r^ 

Mr.   Holten,  ayj 

Marchant,  ay  ^ay 

Sherman,  ay'\ 

Hosmer,  ^J  >^y 

A.  Adams,  ay  j 

Lewis,  ay'i 

Duer,  ay  s-  ay 

Mr.   G.  Morris,  ay} 

IVitherspoon,  no  } 

cicuader,  no  ^ 

R.  3Iorris,  ay^ 

Reed, 

James  Smith,  no 

Mr.   Chase,  ay' 

Mr.   Plater,  ay 

Mr.  Forbes,  ay  _ 


Neiu-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Netv-Tork, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Netv-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Maryland, 


] 


'U. 


ay 
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Virginia, 


Mr.   E.   H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Banister, 


•^  ^divided,, 
ay  f 

710    \ 

ay  Kay 

ay} 

"j1 

ay  Kay 

ay 


y 


Mr.  T.   Adams, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair, 

Mr.  Langnvorthy, 

So  ic  was  refolvedin  the  affirmative,  and  the  rHain  queftion  fet  afide^ 
It  was  then  moved  to  refolve,  that  no  matter  contained  in  the  letters 
laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  be  commu- 
nicated to  any  perfons  out  of  Congrefs,  without  permiffion  of  the  houfe : 
After  debate,  the   previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  an^ 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 


New-York, 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania,, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina^ 

Georgia, 


no  ^na 

no  ! 
no  j 
no  J 
no  ^no 

no  ' 


} 


} 


Mr.   Holien, 

Mr.   Marchant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.   Hosmer, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.   Duer, 

Mr.    Witherspoon 

Mr.   Scudder, 

Mr.   R.  3Iorris, 

Mr.   Reed, 

Mr.  y.  Smith, 

Mr.   Chase, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.   Forbes, 

Mr.   R.  H,  Lee, 

Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.   T.  Adams, 

Mr.   Harvie, 

Mr.   Pd«;z, 

Mr.   Harnett, 

Mr.    Williams, 

Mr.   Laurens,  excuf.  ~\ 

Mr.   Drayton,  ay  I 


JZO 


CJ/ 


«7 


^-^. 

no 

no 
ay' 
ay 
no 

^1 

ay  ^ay 

ay} 
no~\ 

•^  )>dividedi 
y  \ 
noj 
no 
ay  ^ay 


J 

}■ 


Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Heyward, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

Mr,  Langworthy 


"■y 

ay 


ay 


ay 
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So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queftion  was  fet 
afide. 

Mr.  M'Kean,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  attended,  and  refumed  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  contents  of  the  letters  laid  upon 
the  table  by  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  be  kept  fecret  till  the  en- 
quiry into  the  ftate  of  our  foreign  affairs  and  the  condudl  of  our  com- 
mifTioners  be  finiflied  : 

An  amendment  was  moved,  to  add  as  follows,  excepting  fuch  parts 
thereof,  as  having  been  already  communicated  to  the  houfe  without  an 
injunftion  of  fecrecy,  or  having  been  read  by  private  members  or 
others,  may  have  been  divulged. 

Queftion  being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


Mew- Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay '^ 


Rhode -Islajidy 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-Torky 

Neiv-'Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


no  ^no 

no' 


r 


} 


:} 


ay 


no 


Mr.  Baj-tlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.   Sherman, 
Mr.  Hosmer, 
Mr.  A.  Adams 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.   Scudder, 
Mr.   i?.   Morris, 
Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.   y.   Smith, 
Mr.   M<-Kean, 
Mr.   Chase, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.   r.  Adams, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.   Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.   Matthews, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

So  it  paffed  In  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required  by- 
Mr.  Chafe,  .  y       i  i 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina) 


Georgia, 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 

"iy 

no  > 

no^ 

no 

ay 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no") 
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no 

no 

ay 

no 
ay 
no 

<^y 

no 


ay 
^no 


;} 


^y 
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Neto -Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay.) 


Rhode-Islandj 

Connecticut^ 


Meiv-Torkj 


Mr.  Bartletty 
Mr.  .S".  Adamsy 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 
Mr.   Marcbant, 
Mr.  S/jcrman, 
Mr.   Hosmer, 
Mr.  y4.  Adams, 
Mr.  Leivisy 
Mr.   i>«er, 


no  [   -^ 


I   V 

!} 

710  J 

iio~\ 


720 

no 
no 

ay 
ay ._ 

no 
no 
no  ^ 
ay  )>ay 


ay 


no 


ay  L 

ay  p-^ 

ayj 


>r 


Mr.   G.  Morris, 
Neiu-Jersey,  Mr.    WitherspooUy 

Mr.   Scudder, 
Pen7isylvanie,  Mr.    i?.  Morris, 

Mr.   i?e(f<^, 

Mr.  y.  5'w/f/6, 
Delatvarey  Mr.   M'Kean, 

Maryland,  Mr.   Chase, 

Mr.   Plater,  no  j-tio 

Mr.  Forbes, 
Virginia,  Mr.   i?.  i/.  Lt'^, 

Mr.   Banister, 

Mr.   T.  Adams, 

Mr.   Harvie, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.   Harnett, 

Mr.    Williams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay~^ 

Mr..  Drayton,  no 

Mr.   Matthews,         no 

Mr.   Hey  ward,  noj 

Georgia^  Mr.   Telfair,  no 

Mr.  Laiigtvorthy,    no 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read,  which 
letter  was  accompanied  with  the  proceedings  and  fentence  of  a  gene- 
ral court-martial  on  Frederick  Verner,  charged  with  acting  as  a  fpy  and 
guide  to  the  Britifli  army  ;  and  fets  forth,  "  that  as  the  evidences 
do  not  appear  fufficiently  full  and  clear  to  touch  the  life  of  a  citizen, 
fie  has  fufpended  the  fentence  until  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  is  known:" 
the  letter  alfo  was  accompanied  with  the  proceedings  and  fentences  of 
a  general  court-martial  on  adjutant  Wallace,  Patrick  M'MuUen,  and 
Henry  Love,  together  with  fundry  certificates,  Sec.  relative  to  the 
matter  ;•  and  ftates,  that  "  as  the  evidence  againft  the  two  former  is 
in  his  opinion,  infufficient  to  touch  their  lives,  and  as  there  are  feveral 
circumftances  in  favour  of  the  latter,  he  begs  leave  to  recommend 
them  to  Congrefs  as  proper  objefts  of  mercy  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  Frederick 
Verner,  together  Avith  the  proceedings  and  fentence  of  the  general 
court-martial,  and  the  papers  relative  to  the  matter,  be  referred  to  the 
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fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  they  be  requeRed 
to  report  their  opinion  ihereon  to  Cong'refs : 

That  lb  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  adjutant  Wallace,  Pa- 
trick M'MuUen  and  Henry  Love,  with  the  proceedings  and  fentence  of 
the  general  court-martial  on  them,  and  the  certificates,  &cc.  relative  to 
the  matter,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  James  Smith  and  Mr. 
Harvie. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiiTioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due,  to  Bryan  Lefferty,  for  his  fubfiftence  as  a  prifoner 
(agreeable  to  the  articles  of  capitulation  with  major-general  Schuyl?r, 
Jan.  18,  1776,)fromthe2dof  Auguft,  1777,  to  the  29th  of  July,  1778, 
both  days  inclulive,  5  1  weeks  and  four  days,  at  28  fliillings  per  week, 
the  fum  allowed  by  Congrels,  192|-^  dollars  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Tliomas  Smith,  Efq;  commilTioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of 
the  committee  of  commerce,  for  10,646|-5.  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  paj 
Samuel  and  Ifaac  Penrofe,  on  account  of  a  balance  due  to  them  by  the 
fecret-committee  for  freight  of  a  cargo  by  the  lliip  Sally,  delivered  at 
Cadiz,  and  for  demurrage  of  the  faid  iliip  ;  the  committee  of  commerce 
to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed« 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  introduced,  and  that  a  feat  be  prepa- 
red for  him  at  the  end  of  the  lower  table,  on  the  prelident's  right  hand, 

Mr.  Deane  was  accordingly  introduced,  and  delivered  two  letters, 
one  from  Dr.  Franklin,  dated  Paffy,  March  ,31ft,  1778,  and  one  from 
Monf.de  Beaumarchais,  dated  Paris,  March  24th,  1778;  which  v/erc 
read. 

Mr.  Deane  was  then  proceeding  to  give  the  information  required  ; 
whereupon  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  information  be  given  in  wri- 
ting : 

Ordered,,  That  Mr.  Deane  withdraw. 

Accordingly  he  withdrew  ;  and  on  motion  made,  that  the  narrative 
Mr.  Deane  iliall  give  to  this  houie,  of  his  tranfactions  in  France,  be  m 
writing : 

After  debate  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.   Bartlett,  av  \>-ciy 

Massachi^setts-Bay,     Mr.   S.  Adams,  no~^ 

Mr.   Gerry,  no  ' 

Mr.  Lo'vell,  av  ' 

Mr.   Holten,  noj 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.    Marchant,  no  ^no 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  ay' 

Mr.    Hosmer,  ay 

Mr.  A.  Adams,  no 

NiTU-Tork,  Mr.    Lewis,  no' 

Mr.   Duer,  ?w 

'  Mr.   G.  Morris, 
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Ne",o-yerseyy  Mr.  IVitherspoon, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Pennsjlvaniay  Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Mr.  Reed, 

Mr.  James  Smith, 

Delaware,  Mr.  M'-Kean, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Banister, 

Mr.  r.   ^fifcmj, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Pe«?z, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Hr.  Williams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Heyward, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 
So  It  pafTed  in  the  negative. 
The  main  queftion  was  then  put,  the  yeas  and 
)y  Mr.  Chafe, 

Nevj-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


ay 

ay 

no' 

ay  V.  no 

no 

ay  )>ay 

ay' 

no  ^no 

no 

no' 

no  Vno 

no 

no 

ay  yay 

ay._ 

no 

no  )-  no 

«J- 
no  ? 
r"  no 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Isfeio-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
JMaryland, 


Virginia, 


North'Carolina, 


Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr,   Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.   Hosmer, 
Mr.  ^.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.   Z)2/er, 
Mr.  G.  il/orr/5, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
I\ir.  Scitdder, 
Mr.   i?.  Morris, 
Mr.   /^^e^, 
Mr.  James  Smith, 
Mr.   M'Kean, 
Mr.   C/6cje, 
Mr.  P/c^tT, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   Banister,. 
Mr.  r.  Adams, 
Mr.    Harvie, 
Mr.   Pe/zn, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.   IVilliams, 


nays  being  required 

?zo 

720 


7J0 


aj 


no 


no 


] 
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Scutb-iCarolhia,  Mr.  Laurens^  ay' 

Mr.  Drayton,  no 

Mr.  Heynvardf  no 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair,  no  ^ 

Mr.  Langnvorthy,  no^ 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negativci 

Jiesolvedj  That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in,  and  informed  that  Congrefs 
defire  his  attendance  again  on  Monday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock  to  give, 
from  his  memory,  a  general  account  of  his  whole  tranfaftions  in  France, 
from  the  time  of  his  firft  arrival,  as  well  as  a  particular  ftate  of  the 
funds  of  Congrefs,  and  the  commercial  tranfadlions  in  Europe,  efpe- 
cially  with  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and  to  anfwer  fuch  queftions  as  may  be 
aiked. 

Mr.  Deane  being  called  in,  and  informed  of  the  defire  of  Congrefs, 
withdrew. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  at  White-Plains,  and 
one  of  the  lOth,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Portfmouth,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  one  of  the  12th,  from  W.  Palfrey,  Efq;  were  read  5 

Ordered,  That  the  lad  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  August  17,    1778. 

Applications  from  Mrs.  Wilfon,  Fanny  Radden,  and  Maria  Bar- 
rel, for  leave  to  go  to  N.  York,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Deane  attending  according  to  order,  was  introduced,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  give  the  information  required,  and  having  made  fome  pro- 
grefs  therein,  he  had  leave  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  withdrew* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  attend  on  Wednefday  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock?,  to  proceed  in  his  information. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  Itb,  from  gen.  Waflilngton,  enclofing  one  of  the 
fame  date  to  him  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general  ;  alfo  a  letter 
of  the  1 1th,  from  the  faid  W.   Palfrey  to  Congrefs  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  W.  Palfrey  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Mifflin,  was  read,  enclo- 
fing his  commiffion,  which,  for  reafons  fet  forth  in  the  faid  letter,  he 
begs  leave  to  refign  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letter,  together  with  his  letters  of  the  10th 
and  1 1th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Wither- 
fpoon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton, of  the  28th  of  July,  refpecting  major-general  Putnam,  and  there- 
port  of  ihe  court  of  enquiry  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  pofts  on  the  High- 
lands, on  Hudfon's-river,  taken  laft  year,  which  was  tranfmitted  to 
Congrefs,   report. 

That,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  fa£ts  ftated  by  the  court  of 

enquiry,  and  confideration  of  the  evidence  taken  and  tranfmitted,  it 

.Appears  that  thofe  pofts  were  loft  not  from   any  fault,  mifcondudt  pr 
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negligence  of  the  commanding-officers,  but  folely  through  the  want  of 
adequate  force  under  their  command  to  maintain  and  defend  them. 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claimSj 
the  affiftant  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Charles  Gift,  for  his  fervices  in  attending  the 
making  of  paper,  by  order  of  the  treafury-board,  the  fum  of  418  dol- 
lars, including  his  expenfes,  while  on  that  fervice  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Timothy  Barret,  for  polifliing  and  planifhing 
two  copper-plates  for  engraving,  by  order  of  the  board  of  treafury, 
the  fum  of  2\^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  perfons,  for  boarding  and  funeral 
expenfes  of  general  du  Coudray,  deceafed,  the  fum  of  695|^^  dols.  viz. 

To  Mary  Houfe,  for  boarding  and  lodging  him  and  his  family, 
the  fum  of  400  dollars,  and  for  fundries  furniflied  for  the  funeral,  the 
fum  of  137  dollars,  making  together  the  fum  of  537  dollars  ; 

To  Amelia  Taylor,  for  crape  for  the  funeral,  the  fum  of  74^  dols. 

To  Martin  Jacques  and  James  Giilingham,  for  coffin  and  furniture, 
the  fum  of  80  dollars  ;  and  to  the  Rev.  Ferdinand  Farmer,  for  his 
attendance.  Sec.  at  the  chapel,  4  dollars,  making  in  the  whole,  69 5|^ 
dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of 
Ifaac  Melchior,  Efq;  barrack-mafter-general,for  50,000  dollars,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  department ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  63,000  dollars,  in  favour 
of  Charles  Stewart,  Efq;  commifTary-generHl  of  iffues,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Dr.  Witherfpooli, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  for  500  dollars,  it  be- 
ing advanced  upon  his  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  the 
committee  of  commerce,  for  555  5|^  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay 
Jonathan  Williams  the  freight  of  180  bales  of  merchandize,  impor- 
ted on  public  account  from  France  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  war- 
rant iffue  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafterto  the  faid  board,  for 
100,000  dollars,  to  enable  the  board  to  pay  for  the  tranfportation  of  and 
making  up  clothing,  and  to  continue  the  purchafe  of  ftockings,  flioes, 
hats  and  blankets  for  the  array  ;  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treafury  as 
refpeifts  the  grant  of  money  to  James  Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-gencral, 
be  re-committed,  and  that  the  board  report  fpecially  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  loan-office  certificates  ftruck  by  refolutions 
of  Gongrefs  of  the  3d  day  of  Ocl.  1776,  the  14th  of  Jan.  and  22d 
day  of  Feb.  1777,  and  860  certificates  of  lOOO  dollars  each,  nuniber-4 
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ed  from  No.  1  to  860,  of  the  emiffion  ordered  by  Congrefs  the  17th  day 
of  Jan.  1778,  which  have  been  figned  by  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  trea- 
furer,  or  Samuel  Hillegas,  be  good  and  valid,  notwithftanding  fome  of 
the  faid  certificates  may  be  iffued  by  the  feveral  commiflioners  of  the 
continental  loan-offices,  after  the  date  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs, 
appointing  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq;  treafurer  of  loans. 

Resolved^  That  each  officer  in  the  department  of  the  quarter-maf- 
terand  barrack-mafter-general  attending  Congrefs,  be  direfted,  from 
time  to  time,  to  render  to  the  feveral  members  accounts  of  the  articles 
fupplied  them  refpedlively,  according  to  the  coft  thereof :  that  fuch 
accounts  be  paid  to  the  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance, 
who  fhall  give  to  the  refpedive  members  duplicate  receipts  for  the 
money  paid,  one  of  which  to  be  left  at  the  board  of  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-«M»®«M». 

TUESDAT^  August  18,  1778. 
A  litter,  of  the  14th,  from  brigadier  Weedon,  was  read,  praying 
Congrefs,  for  reafons  therein  fet  forth,  to  reconfider  the  refolution  of 
the  19th  of  March,  for  fettling  the  rank  of  the  Virginia  brigadiers  ; 
or  if  Congrefs  will  pleafe  to  continue  him  in  the  line  till  he  can  take 
an  aftive  part  again  with  propriety,  declaring  that  he  will,  whenever 
that  is  the  cafe,  be  ready  and  willing  to  ferve  : 

Whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 
Whereas  difputes  have  arifen  between  brigadiers  Weedon  and 
Woodford,  relating  to  their  rank  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
which  were  finally  determined  in  Congrefs  on  the  19th  day  of  March, 
1778,  in  favour  of  brigadier  Woodford,  by  which  determination  briga- 
dier Weedon  finds  himfelf  fo  eircumfianced  as  not  to  be  able  to  ferve 
with  the  main  army  : 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  Weedon  be  permitted  to  retire  ;  that  he 
hold  his  prefent  rank  in  the  faid  armies,  and  that  he  be  called  into  fer- 
vice  whenever,  from  a  change  of  circumftances,  the  inconveniencies 
he  now  labours  under  can  be  removed  ;  provided,  that  during  the  time 
of  his  being  retired,  he  fliall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  either  pay  or 
rations,  and  provided  alfo,  that  unlefs  he  fhall  be  called  into,  and  re- 
main in  fervice  during  the  war,  he  Ihall  not  be  entitled  to  half-pay. 

On  paffing  the  foregoing  refolution  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requi" 
red  by  Mr.  Duer, 

New- Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^ay 

MassacbusettS'Bay,     Mr.  S.  Adams,  ajT^ 

Mr.   Gerry,  ay  \ 

Mr.   Lovdll,  ty  I 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay  J 

Rhode -Island,  M.r.   Marchant,  ay  <,ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Hosmer,  "-^'X  a  ^ 

Mr.  A.Adams,         q}>S  "^ 
Neiv-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis,  cy'^ 

Mr.  Duer,  no  yay 

Mr.   G.  Morris,         ay y 
New- Jersey,  Mr.  Elmer,  ay'\ 

Mr.   Scudder,  ayV^y 

Mr.  Boudinot,  ay} 
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Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau^  no  ' 

Maryland^  Mr.   Cbase^  ay" 

Mr.   Plater,  no  ' 

Mr.  Forbes,  no \ 

Virginia,  Mr.   T.  Adams,  no\ 

Mr.  Harvie,  ay  5 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay^ 

Mr.   Harnett,  no  K.  ay 

Mr.   Williams,  ay  y 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  nol 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  >  ay 

Mr.   Hey  ward,  ay} 

Georgia,  Mr.   Telfair,  ay  1 

Mr.  Langworthy,  ay^   -^ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  the  marquis  de  Britigny,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  JL/Ovell,  Mr. 
Marchant  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  colonel  Radiere,  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  baron  Arendt,  was  read,  entreating 
Congrefs  to  permit  him,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  to  crofs  the  fea  j 
and  for  that  purpofe  to  grant  him  leave  of  abfence  for  twelve  months, : 

Resolved,  That  his  prayer  be  granted,  and  that  a  furlough  for  twelve 
months  be  granted  to  baron  d'Arendt,  col.  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  count  Pulaiki,  was  read  : 

Ordered,Th?Lt  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  legion  under  the  command  of  brigadier  count 
'pulafki. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington,  refpefting  Mr.  Fearer  and  Mr, 
Kleinfmeit,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Dawkins,  purfer  of  the  Mermaid  frigate,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  17th,  from  Monf.  de  la  Balme,  was  read; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  date,  from  Cornelius  Sv/eers,  was  read  : 

Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  the  conjmittee  on  the  cafe  of  col. 
flower  and  Cornelius  Sweers. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  col.  Knoblauch,  was  read. 

In  confequence  of  recommendations  from  brigadiers  or  officers  com- 
manding brigades, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev,  John  Gano  be  appointed  chaplain  of  tlie 
brigade  commanded  by  brigadier  James  Clinton  : 

That  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  of  Haverhill,  in  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  brigadier 
John  Nixon  : 
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That  the  Rev.  Adam  Boyd  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  N.  Caroli- 
na brigade,  commanded  by  col.  Clarke  : 

That  the  Rev.  John  Hurt  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  brigade  late 
commanded  by  brigadier  Weedon  : 

That  the  Rev.  David  Avery  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  brigade 
commanded  by  col.  John  Baily,  late  brigadier  Leariied's  brigade  : 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congrei's  a  letter  of  April 
25  th,  and  one  of  the  2d  of  May  laft,  from  Mr.  Schweighaufer,  at 
Nantes,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Alfo  a  letter  of  July  3d,  froiTi  Mr.  Abraham  Livlngllon,  at  Charlef- 
town,  S.  Carolina,  enclofing  a  letter  from  Stephen  Ceronio,  at  Cape 
Francois,  to  the  faid  Mr.  Livingfton  : 

Ordered^  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and 
that  the  committee  be  direded  to  report  fpecially  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  5Lh,  from  John  Baynton,  and  one  of  the  6th,  from 
Andrew  Lewis  and  Thomas  Lewis,  commilhoners  at  Fort-Pitt,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Bigelovv,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  direded  to  take 
fuch  meafures  with  regard  to  the  making  up,  ftoring  and  tranfporting 
the  imported  clothing  mentioned  in  the  reiblutions  of  Congrefs  of  the 
28th  of  May  laft,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  expedient  and  beft  adapted  to 
prefent  circumilances  ;  any  thing  contained  in  the  faid  refolutionsnot- 
withftanding. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  James 
Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general,  for  20,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to 
anfwer  a  draught  of  his  agents,  Meffrs.  Otis  and  Andrews,  of  Bofton, 
in  favour  of  fir  James  Jay,  for  a  like  fum  received  of  him  by  the  faid 
agents  ;  the  clothier-general  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  Henry  Dulhauer,  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  Lis 
comrade,  Frederick  Brown,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  August  19,   177S. 
Mr.  Cyrus  Griffin,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  nnd  produ- 
ced the  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  the  delegates  from  that  ftate, 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  In  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,   May  29th,    1778. 
Resolved,  That  Thomas  Adams,  John  Harvie,  John  Banifter,  Fran- 
cis Lightfoot  Lee,  Merewether  Smith,  Richard  Henry  Lee  and  Cyrus 
Griffin,  Efqrs;be  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  this  commonwealth 
in  Congrefs,  for  one  year  from  the  1 1th  day  of  Auguft  next. 

Archibald  Cary,  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
Benjamin  Harrison,     S.  H.  D." 
A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  copy  of 
one  of  the  13th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  R.  Ifland,  was  read  : 


346  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Jofeph  Nourfe,  feqretary  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  was  read,  enclofing  a  monthly  return  of  military- 
flores. 

The  marine-committee  having  informed  Coixgrefs  that  a  fleet  of  the 
enemy  is  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  their  ftrength  and  deftination  un- 
known : 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  empowered  and  direfted 
immediately  to  equip  and  difpntch,  with  all-poffible  expedition,  all 
the  armed  veflels  now  in  port,  to  aid  the  frigate  Chimere,  and  annoy 
the  enemy. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  clothier-general  make  a  return  to 
Congrefs  of  the  iffues  of  clothing  made  by  him,  or  any  of  his  agents, 
to  the  feveral  regiments  in  the  continental  fervice,  from  the  Ifl  day 
of  Oaober  laft. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  gen.  Wafliing'*- 
ton's  letter  of  the  4th,  refpedling  the  department  of  the  clothier-geile- 
ral,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  do  not  expe£l 
his  attendance  this  day,  but  that  he  attend  on  Friday  next,  at  ten 
o'clock,  to  proceed  in  his  information. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  two  members  to  the  navy-board 
in  the  middle-diftridt,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  captain  Nathaniel 
Falconer  and  James  Searle,  Efq;  were  elefted. 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  refpecSlive  navy-boards  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  appoint  and  conftitute  courts  of  enquiry  and  courts-martial, 
under  the  direftion  of  the  marine-committee,  to  examine  and  deter- 
mine all  offences  and  mifdemeanors  in  the  marine-department,  accor- 
ding to  law-martial,  in  the  fame  manner  as  by  a  refolve  of  the  6th  of 
May  laft  is  preicribed  in  certain  cafes  therein-mentioned,  and  that  this 
refolve  continue  in  force  until  the  6th  day  of  May  next,  and  no  longer. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  his  excellency  the  count 
d'Eftaing,  vice-admiral  of  France,  to  purchafe  of  him  all  fuch  prize 
fhips  and  other  velTels  which  he  may  take  on  the  coafts  of  thefe  flates, 
as  he  may  not  choofe  to  retain  in  his  hands  or  fend  into  port  : 

That  the  marine-committee  take  proper  meafures  to  execute  this  re- 
folution,  and  make  monthly  reports  to  Congrefs  of  the  feveral  vefTels 
that  may  be  fo  purchafed,  and  the  coft  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  inftriidled  to  ftipulate  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  veffels  as  fliall  be  fo  purchafed  in  continental  cur- 
rency or  provifions. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  Giffbrd  Dalley,  for  providing  an  entertainment 
on  the  reception  of  Monf.  Gerard,  minlfter  plenipotentiary  from  the 
court  of  France,  on  Thurfday,  the  6th  inft.  the  i\im  of  1424  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due,  to  Richard  Rofs,  for  riding  exprefs,  from  Jan. 
the  15th,   1777,  to  Nov.  the  1ft,  280  days,  a  balance  of  195dollars. 

The  auditor-general  farther  reports, 
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That  there  is  due,  to  James  Mllligan,  Efq;  for  his  pay  as  commif- 
(ioner  of  accounts  at  the  board  of  treafury,  from  the  1 6th  of  March  to 
the  19th  of  Auguft,  inclufive,  157  days,  at  five  dollars  per  day,  785 
dollars : 

That  there  is  due,  to  William  Turnbull,  Efq;  for  his  pay  as  com- 
miflioner  of  claims  at  the  treafury-office,  from  Dec.  3d,  1777,  to  Feb. 
4th,  1778,  64  days,  at  four  dollars  per  day,  236  dollars  ;  and  5th  of 
Feb.  to  the  1 8th  of  Auguft,  inclufive,  19  5  days,  at  five  dollars  per  day, 
975  dollars;  In  all,  1231  dollars: 

That  there  is  due,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ewing,  for  his  pay  as  clerk  to 
the  board  of  treafury  and  commiffioners  of  claims,  from  the-^Sth  of 
Dec,  1777,  to  the  28th  of  July,  1778,  feven  months,  at  75  dollars  per 
iiionth,  525  d-oUars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered.,  That,  upon  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance, 
a.  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continen- 
tal loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  6000  dollars,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board,  to  be  advanced  by  them 
to  Thomas  Mayberry,  of  N.  Jerfey,  in  part  of  the  fum  of  13,333| 
dollars,  which  he  is  to  receive  on  a  contract  for  iron  between  him  and 
col.  B.  Flower,  commiffary-general  of  military-fiores, dated  at  Lebanon, 
the  28th  of  May,  1778  ;  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  August  20,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read: 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board 
report  their  opinion  on  the  neceffity  of  an  additional  number  of  troops 
to  the  corps  of  invalids,  for  the  purpofe  of  guards  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  and  if  an  additional  number  is,  in  their  opinion,  necelTary, 
how  many  and  for  what  purpofes. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  June,  from  major-gen.  R.  Howe,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Telfair,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harnett) 
Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  M'Kinly,  Efq;  late  prefident  of  the 
ftate  of  Delaware,  was  read,  foliciting  to  be  exchanged  for  William 
Franklin,  Efq;  late  governor  of  New-Jerfey  ;  whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  be  taken,  whether 
it  is  confiftent  at  prefent  with  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  to  con- 
fent  to  the  exchange  of  William  Franklin,  Efq;  late  governor  of 
New-Jerfey  : 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved  ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

Nenv- Hampshire,         Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  )>ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams,  aj\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay  ! 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  l"-^ 

Mr.  Holten,  #)J 


ua 
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Rhode-Island^ 
Connecticut^ 

Nevj-Tork^ 


iTew-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania^ 
Maryland^ 

Virvinia% 


Mr.  Marcba?it, 

Mr.  Hosmer, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay 


ay  )>ay 


ay 
ay 
no 
no 

no 

^y 

ay 
ay 
ay 


ay 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Chast 
Plater, 
Forbes, 
T.  Adams, 


ay 


^J 


no 

ay 
ay 

ay  {  - 
noj 

ay 


Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Hcyivard, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair, 

Mr.  Langivorthy,    ay 

So  it  was  refolved  that  the  main  queftion  be  not  put. 

On  the  queftion  put, 

Resolved,  That  W.  Franklin,  Efq;  late  governor  of  New-Jerfej, 
is  a  prifoner  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congrefs  confentto  the  exchange  of  pre- 
{ident  M'Kinlyfor  governor  Franklin  ;  to  which  the  previous  queftioft 
was  moved,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


^y 


divided. 


Nenv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

NeTJ-Tork, 

Nciv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Bartlett 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.   Gerry, 

Mr.   Lovell, 

Mr.   Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Hosmer, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Ivlr.  Scudder, 

Mr.   Boudinot, 

Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay 

Mr,    P/^fer 

Mr.  Forbes 


ay  )>ay 


^divided. 


ay^ 

ay  )>ay 


ay'? 

^yS 


^y 

ay 

divided, 
divided. 
ay 
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Virginhi  Mr.  T.  Adams ^  ajr\ 

Mr.  Harvie,  ay  I 

Mr.  R.  H,  Lee,  ay  V^'^ 

Mr.  Griffin,  ajj 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Penn,  no' 

Mr.  Harnett,  ay 

Mr.    Williams,  no 

Soutb^Carelina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay' 

Mr.  Drayton^  no 

Mr.   Heyward,  no 
Georgia,                        Mr.  Telfair, 


no 


divided. 


Mr.  Langworthy,    ay 

So  the  main  queftion  was  fet  afide. 

A  letter,  of  July  23d,  from  John  Wereat,  Efq;  of  Savannah,  in 
Georgia,  was  read,  accompanied  with  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of 
a  court  of  admiralty  on  a  libel  againft  the  armed  brig  Hinchinbroke  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  July  14th,  from  John  Sanford  Dart,  of  S.  Carolina, 
with  an  invoice  of  clothing  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt.  I.  Stoddard,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  the  petition  of  capt.  Stoddard  and 
others. 

A  letter,  of  July  22d,  from  Raymond  Demere,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  a  former  letter 
from  the  faid  Mr.  Demere. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Forbes. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  fieur  Gerard,  minifler  plenipotentia- 
ry of  France,  was  read,  informing,  that  a  French  failor,  taken  on 
board  of  an  Englilh  privateer  by  an  American  fhip,  is  confined  in  the 
prifon  of  Philadelphia,  and  requefting  that  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America  would  be  pleafed  to  give  orders  that  the  faid  failor 
be  delivered  to  his  difpofal,  on  the  affurance  of  an  equal  return  in  a 
fimiliar  cafe  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that 
they  comply  with  the  faid  requeft. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  relative  to  baron  Steuben,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  gen.  Wafliington,  and  that  he  be 
defired  to  confider  the  fame  and  return  it  to  Congrefs,  with  his  opi- 
nion and  obfervations  thereon. 

A  letter  from  John  Campbell  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that  he  is  fet- 
tled on  iilands  independent,  and  in  a  country  deemed  neutral  and  inde- 
pendent, and  that,  looking  on  himfelf  in  that  light,  he  defires  per- 
milTion  may  be  granted  to  him  for  a  free  trade  with  the  United  States  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  Mr.  Campbell  be  Informed, 
that  Congrefs  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  give  any  d^lion  on  the 
matter.  '^^ 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Vol.  IV.  Y  2 


350  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Ordered.,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  3000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  tranfmitted 
to  MeiTrs.  James  and  Adam  Hunter,  of  Freder!ckfburgh,in  Virginia, 
to  pay  wages  due  to  the  feamen  on  board  the  brig  Morris,  now  under 
their  care,  loaded  with  tobacco  on  public  account,  and  other  charges 
attending  that  veffel  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  500  dollars,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  J.  Wentworth,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Hamp- 
fliire,  advanced  upon  his  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  250  dollars,  in  favour  of 
James  Green,  jun.  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Samuel  Johnfton, 
treafurer  of  the  northern-diftricit  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  and  dated 
the  16th  day  of  March,  1777,  for  that  fum,  in  favour  of  the  faid 
James  Green,  jun.   the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiflioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  application 
of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  17,786  dollars,  in  favour  of 
Jofeph  Nourfe,  their  pay-mafter,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  brigadier 
count  Pulaflci,  for  equipping  his  legion  ;  the  faid  brigadier  count  Pulalki 
to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Feidat,  August  21,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read,  which  was 
accompanied  with  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  -of 
major-general  Lee,  and  enclofing  fundry  papers,  comprehending  a  re- 
queft  by  major-general  Philips  for  an  officer  to  go  into  Canada  by  the 
way  of  the  Lakes,  on  the  fubjeft  of  clothing  for  the  convention  troops  t 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  papers,  with  fo  much  of  gen.  Wafliington's 
letter  as  relates  to  gen.  Phillips's  requeft,  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  perufal  of  the  members,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Wed- 
nefday  next. 

Another  letter  of  the  19th,  from  gen.  Waftilngton,  .was  read,  en- 
cloung  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  Sullivan. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  Avas  read, 
informing,  that  the  council  and  a  committee  of  the  hon.  houfe  of  af- 
fembly  defire  a  conference  with  a  committee  of  Cohgrefs,  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  fortifying  the  river  Delaware  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  council  and  committee  of  the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  bu- 
fmefs  aforefaid  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

A  letter  from  Fanny  Raden  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  go  to  N. 
York  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  not  granted. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  perfons  are  defirons  of  going  within  the 
enemy's  lines,  they  fliall  apply  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  ftate  to 
which  they  belong  ;  and  if  the  faid  executive  powers  approve  the  mo- 
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lives  and  charad^ers  of  the  perfons  applying,  and  fhall  be  of  opinion, 
clpecially  at  fo  critical  conjunclures  as  the  prefent,  that  no  danger 
■will  enfue  by  granting  fuch  permiffion,  that  they  recommend  them  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  troops  next  to  the  enemy,  who,  upon  fucb 
recommendation,  may  at  his  difcretion  permit  the  perfons  to  go  in. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  regiment, 
for  pay  and  fubfiflence  for  the  months  of  May  and  June  laft,  the  funj 
of  9  37|^  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  capt 
tain  Pierre  Mordret,  report, 

That  the  cafe  fet  forth  by  the  faid  memorial  fliould  be  determined 
by  a  court  of  admiralty  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  S.  Deane  attended,  and  proceeded  in  his 
information,  and  having  liniflied  the  general  account  of  his  tranfaftions, 
from  the  time  of  his  firft  arrival  in  France  to  his  departure  from  that 
kingdom,  and  of  his  commercial  tranfaftions  in  Europe,  efpecially 
with  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  he  had  leave  to  withdraw,  and  withdrew 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  Tliat  100  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAT'URDAr,  August  22,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Benjamin  Randolph,  and  one  of  the  fame 
day,  from  col.  Proftor,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  and  one  of  the  18th,  from  baron  de  Kalb, 
were  read  :  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  18th,  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the 
letter  of  the  i7th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

Two  letters,  of  this  day?  from  captain  Stoddard,  were  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Sweers  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  until  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  cafe  of  col.  Flower  and  Cornelius  Sweers  is  taken  into  confidera- 
tion. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  332,74S|-5. 
dollars,  being  the  balance  of  the  fum  of  932,743|-^  dollars,  granted  by 
Congrefs  on  the  1  1th  of  June  laft,  for  carrying  on  an  expedition  againll 
the  Indians  ;   the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  to  be  accountable. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  tlie  report  of  the  committee  on  the  treafury,  when  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  report  fliall  be  confidered  and  debated  by  paragraphs;  to 
which  amendments  may  be  offered  and  c^ueftions  taken  on  the  feveral 
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amendments,  but  no  queftlon  (hall  bs  put  on  the  report  till  the  whole 
is  gone  through,  and  then  the  queftion  fhall  be  put  to  agree  to  the  whole 
as  amended. 

In  confidering  the  powers  of  the  comptroller, 

A  motion  was  made,  after  the  words  "  payable  by  the  United 
States,"  to  infert  "  in  confequence  of  refolutions  of  Congrefs  ;" 

On  the  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chafe, 


divided.^ 


Mr.  Bartlett, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Ilolten, 

Mr.  Ilarcbant, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Robtrdeau, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  r.  Adams, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett,  no  1-7Z* 

Mr.  Williams,  no  j 

Mr.  Laurens,  aj!~l 

Mr.  Drayton,  <y  5 

Mr.  Langivorthj,    710') 

Mr.  Telfair,  noS"" 

So  the  ftates  being  equally  divided,  the  motion  was  lofl. 
Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
to  Tuefday  next. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MouDAT,  August  24,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  July  20th,  from  brigadier  Moultrie,  was  read,  encloring 
a  letter  of  the  18th,  from  Dr.  Oliphant  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  the  clothing- 
department,  lie  on  the  table  : 

That  fo  much  as  relates  to  the  new  eftablifliment  of  the  army,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  :  and  that  fo  much  as  relates  to  the  hof- 
pital  together  with  Dr.  Oliphant's  letter,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  arrangement. 

Another  letter,  of  the  27th  of  July,  from  brigadier  Moultrie,  was 
read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOth,  from  James  Graham,  of  N.  York,  was  read  : 


Netv- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Netv-Tork, 

Neiv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 


VirginiOy 

JSforth-CaroUna, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 
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Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  S.  Carolina  and 
Georgia. 

A  letter  from  Meffrs.  Hodgfon  is"  Brown,  inhabitants  of  N.  Provi- 
dence, taken  on  board  the  fliip  Charlotte,  by  the  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand of  count  d'Eftaing,  and  confined  in  the  new  gaol  in  Philadelphia, 
was  read,  praying  Congrefs  to  confider  their  cafe  and  to  grant  what- 
ever indulgence  their  fituation  may  be  judged  intitlcd  to  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Meffrs.  Hodgfon  is"  Brown  be  informed,  that 
they,  being  prifoners  of  his  mofl  Chriftian  majefty,  and  not  inhabitants 
of  any  of  thefe  United  States,  their  application  for  indulgence  niuft 
be  made  to  the  minifter  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Wadfworth,  commifTary-general 
of  purchafes,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  of  July  23d,  from  the  faid  commiffary  to  his  deputy  Ephraim 
Blaine,  Efq;  wherein  the  faid  committee  report  as  their  opinion,  "  that 
the  tranfportation  of  flour  to  the  eaftern-ftates  by  fea,  is  wife  and  ne^ 
cefTary  :"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  do  procure  in 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  on  the  moft  reafon- 
able  terms,  20,000  barrels  of  flour  : 

That  the  faid  commilTary-general  of  purchafes  be  directed  to  pro- 
cure veffels  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  flour  aforefaid  ;  and  that  he 
give  timely  notice  of  the  failing  of  the  faid  vefTels,  and  confer  thereon 
with  the  marine-committee,  to  the  end,  that  convoy  may  be  obtained 
and  the  deftination  thereof  diredled. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relative  to  col.  Ben- 
jamin Flower  and  Cornelius  Sweers,  for  mal-pra6lices  in  office,  report, 

That  having  caufed  Cornelius  Svveers's  depofition  to  be  taken, 
(which  is  herewith  prefented)  refpecling  his  charge  againR  col.  Flow- 
er, and  having  confronted  Cornelius  Sweers  and  col.  Flower,  the  latter 
did  pofitively  deny  all  and  every  part  of  the  charge  againft  him  by  the 
former  :  that  during  Sweers's  examination,  he  appeared  to  be  under 
fears  and  appreheniions  ;  that  during  col.  FloAver's  examination,  he 
appeared  pofTelTed  of  a  confidence  of  his  innocence  with  refpeft  to  the 
charge  :  that  col.  Flower  gave  in  to  the  committee  a  written  decla- 
ration, flating  his  conduit  in  office,  which  is  alfo  hei-evvith  prefented  : 
that  having  examined  Henry  Baker,  therein-mentioned,  it  appears 
that  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  Philadelphia, 
the  faid  Cornelius  Sweers  did,  as  ftated  in  the  faid  declaration,  make 
him  give  a  receipt  for  more  money  than  was  by  Sweers  paid  to  him  ; 
that  about  the  22d  of  June  laft,  being  ordered  by  col.  Flower  to  arrefl 
Cornelius  Sweers,  he,  upon  that  occasion,  told  col.  Flower  of  this  con- 
duel  of  Sweers  :  that  col.  B.  Flower  being  farther  examined,  it  ap- 
pears he  gave  this  order  for  the  arrefl  of  Sweers,  being  informed  bv 
Mr.  Trumbull  that  a  difcovery  had  been  made  and  laid  before  Con- 
grefs of  feveral  forgeries,  fuppofed  to  be  m^de  by  Sweers  in  the  public 
accounts  he  delivered  into  the  treafury,  and  that  this  arrefl;  was  order- 
ed before  col.  Flower  heard  that  Congrefs  had.  given  any  fuch  order: 
that  it  appears  from  col.  Flower's  public  letter-book,  that  he  iifed  his 
beft  endeavours  to  canfe  Cornelius  Sweers  to  be  apprehended  without 
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any  lofs  of  time  :  that  it  appears  from  col.  Flower's  examination  that 
it  was  after  Sweers's  arrell:,  and  while  he  was  in  confinement  at  Phila- 
delphia, that  he  told  Cornelius  Sweers  of  his  being  informed,  as  ftated 
in  the  declaration,  that  Cornelius  Sweers  had  taken  a  receipt  for  more 
money  than  he  had  paid,  which  particular,  Sweers  admitted,  namely, 
that  col.  Flower  had  fo  told  him  :  that  Sweers,  having  been  repeatedly 
queflioned  upon  the  point,  as  often  declared  he  had  not  any  charge  to 
make  againft  col.  Flower,  other  than  what  was  ftated  in  his  depofition, 
nor  did  he  know  of  any  other  inftance  of  mal-praftic-e  in  col.  Flower's 
condudl  in  his  department :  that  upon  the  whole,  it  does  not  appear 
to  the  committee  that  there  is  fufficient  evidence  on  the  part  of  Cor- 
nelius Sweers  to  fupport  a  profecution  againft  col.  Flower,  whofe  In- 
tegrity, in  their  opinion,  ftands  unfpotted,  notwithftanding  the  charge, 
by  Sweers  ;   whereupon, 

Congrefs  palTed  the  following  refoluilon  : 

Whereas,  after  minute  enquiry  it  has  appeared  to  Congrefs,  that 
the  integrity  of  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commifTary-general  of  military- 
ftores,  remains  unfpotted,  notwithftanding  the  charge  by  Cornelius 
Sweers,  deputy  commiffary-general  of  military-ftores,  againft  col. 
Flower,  for  fraud  in  his  office  : 

Resolved^  That  col.  Benjamin  Flower  be  difcharged  from  his  arreft, 
and  pennitted  to  refume  the  functions  of  his  office. 

Whereas,  there  are  fo  many  ftrong  appearances  of  Cornelius  Sweers's 
being  guilty  of  divers  forgeries  and  frauds  againft  the  public  in  his 
official  tranfaclions  : 

Resolved.^  That  able  council  be  retained  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  court  of  law  to  profecute  Cornelius  Sweers,  for  the  for- 
geries and  frauds  by  him  committed  in  office  ;  and  that  the  books  and 
papers  (except  Sv/eers's  depofition  and  letters  relative  thereto,)  and 
the  accounts  in  pofTeifion  of  Congrefs,  relative  to  fuch  mal-conduft, 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  fuch  council,  as  materials  whereupon  to 
ground  the  profecution  to  form  and  fupport  the  charge  ;  and  further, 
that  col.  B.  Fiov.'cr  be  required  to  collect  all  neceffary  witnefTes  capa- 
ble of  deraonftrating  the  frauds  which  are  apparent  in  the  public  ac- 
counts, wherein  forgeries  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  committed  by  the 
faid  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Resohedy  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  empoAvered  and  diredled  to 
employ  the  council  above  directed  to  profecute  Cornelius  Sweers. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants,  amounting  to  3,000,000  of 
dollars,  ilTue  in  favour  of  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  Efq;  commifTary-ge- 
neral of  purchafes,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  viz. 

One  on  the  treafurer  for  2,850,000  dollars  ;  one  on  Thomas  Smith, 
Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  for  100,000  dollars;  one  on  Thomas  Harwood,  Efq;  com- 
miffioner of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  for 
50,000  dollars,  for  v/hich  funi  of  3,000,000  the  faid  Jeremiah  Wadf- 
•worth  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Phineas  Babcock  was  read  ;  Avhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  faid  petition  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  accounts  at  Albany,  and  that  the  faid  comraiffioners  be  authori- 
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zed  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  faid  petition,  and  if  upon  an  exa- 
mination of  evidence  and  other  vouchers  produced  by  the  faid  Babcock, 
they  fhall  find  that  any  of  his  flock  or  other  property  have  been  bona 
Jide,  applied  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army,  that  they  pafs  the  ac- 
counts of  the  faid  Phineas  Babcock  for  as  much  money  as  may  be  rea- 
fonably  due  for  fuch  ftock  or  other  property  which  may  have  been  fo 
applied. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  and  one,  of  July  25thj 
from  Mr.  prefident  Weare,  of  N.  Hampfhire,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  P.  Colt,  Efq;  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered.,  That  a  dujjlicate  of  the  warrant  in  favour  of  V\''iUiam  Buc- 
hanan, late  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  for  100,000  dollars,  on 
John  Lawrence,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the 
Ilate  of  Connefticut,  for  the  ufe  of  Peter  Colt,  Efq;  dated  July  6,  1778, 
be  made  out  and  fent  to  the  faid  Peter  Colt,  and  made  payable  to  him 
in  cafe  the  former  warrant  has  not  already  come  to  his  hands  or  been  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  August  25,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  B.  Harrifon,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter- 
general  in  Virginia,  was  read,  eaclofing  his  monthly  account: 

Ordered,  That  that  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  of  N.  Jerfey,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  gen.  Waflnngton,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
memorial  addreffed  to  him  by  col.  Rawlins  and  other  officers  of  his  re- 
giment : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 3th,  from  major  Gibbs,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  North- 
Carolina. 

Another  letter  of  the  21ft,  from  gen.  Waftiington,  and  one  of  the 
19th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  R.  Ifland,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Garret  Steddiford,  was  read,  reprefenting,  that  he 
has  the  commiffion  of  enfign  and  quarter-mafter  in  the  3d  Pennfylva- 
nia  regiment,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  pay  for  and  agreeable  to  his 
faid  commiffions  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  arrangement  of  the  treafury,  and  after 
fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  letter,  of  the  2  Ift,  from  major-general  baron  de  Kalb,  to  Mr.  R. 
Morris,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  thehoard  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  38,704A§ 
dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  goods  purchafed  of  Peter  Whitefides 
and  Co.  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesdat,   August  26,    1778. 

A  memorial  from  the  marquis  de  Bretigny,  was  read  : 

Ordered.^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  letter 
of  the  18th  was  committed. 

A  letter,  of  July  6th,  from  Mr.  W.  Bingham,  at  St.  Pierre,  Mar- 
tinique, directed  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  and  enclofing 
fundry  papers  relative  to  vefTels  captured  in  the  Weft-Indies,  was 
read  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hofmer,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read: 

A  memorial  from  John  Harper  lif  Co.  owners  of  the  fchooner  Liber- 
ty, reipeding  the  faid  fchooner,  and  proceedings  thereon,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Duer. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  the  commifTaries-general  of  purchafes 
and  iiiues  have  reprefented  to  them,  that  from  the  moving  ftate  of  the 
army,  many  parts  of  the  ration,  as  eftabliflied  by  Congrefs,  cannot 
frequently  be  obtained,  and,  from  the  peculiar  circumftances  atten- 
ding the  fupplies,  there  is  fometimes  an  over  quantity  of  one  article 
W'hile  others  are  extremely  fcarce,  fome  of  the  dates  affording  greater 
quantities  of  meat,  v/hile  others  abound  more  in  flour;  and  that  from 
hence  great  embarraffments  arife  in  the  delivery  of  the  ftated  ration  ; 
and  that  under  fuch  fluctuating  circumftances,  which  change  with  the 
motions  of  the  army,  it  is  imprafticable  and  troublefome  to  apply  to 
Congrefs  on  every  alteration  of  fituation  ;   whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  fliall,  in  the  army  under  his  immediate  command,  and  the  com- 
mander of  a  department  fhall,  in  the  army  under  his  coiiimand,  fettle 
and  determine  according  to  circumftances  the  ration  to  be  iiTued  to 
the  troops,  from  time  to  time,  giving  an  over  proportion  of  a  plenti- 
ful article  in  lieu  and  In  full  fatisfaction  of  fuch  as  are  fcarce  or  not  to 
be  had,  and  which  have  been  heretofore  deemed  part  of  the  ration,  re- 
porting, from  time  to  time,  to  the  board  of  war,  fuch  alterations  and 
regulations  by  them  refpectively  made  in  this  refpect. 

Ordered,  That  the  I'emainder  of  the  report  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  to-morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  comanittee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiflioners  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  Is  due,  to  John  Pinkerton,  for  fix  windfor  chairs  for  the 
ufe  of  the  treafury-ofEce,  the  fum  of  36  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due,  to  Levallin  Barry,  for  riding  exprefs  from  June 
1ft,  1777,  to  Nov.  1ft,  and  contingent  expenfes,  a  balance  of  246|-| 
dollars  : 

That  there  Is  due,  to  col.  George  Morgan,  for  fundry  contingent 
expenfes  paid  by  him  at  Eort-Pitt,  by  order  of  George  Clymer,  Samp- 
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fan  Matthews,  and  Samuel  M'Dowell,  Efqrs;  commiffioners  appoin- 
ted  by  Congrefs,  being  for  their  expenfes  and  the  expenfe  of  two  ex- 
preffes  from  the  Miffifippi,   &c.    1867^  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  report, 

That  they  have  confidered  the  extra-fervices  and  peculiar  clrcum- 
ftances  of  William  Bedlow,  as  fet  forth  in  his  memorial,  referred  to 
them,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  he  be  allowed  35  dollars  per  month, 
whilft;  afting  as  deputy  pay-mafter  to  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-maf- 
ter-general,  in  addition  to  his  former  allowance  of  50  dols*  per  month  z 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  petition  of  James  Hawker,  capt.  of  the  Mermaid^  prifoner  in 
the  new-gaol,  praying  to  be  difcharged  on  parole,  was  read,  and  it 
appearing  to  Congrefs  that  the  faid  capt.  Hawker  had  treated  fuch 
American  prifoners  as  fell  into  his  hands  with  fmgular  humanity  and 
tendernefs, 

Ordered,  That  the  marine-committee  enlarge  the  faid  capt.  Haw- 
ker, on  his  parole. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow^ 

Thursdat,  August  27,    1778. 

In  confequcnce  of  a  recommendation  by  brigadier  John  Patterfon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Enos  Hitchcock  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed chaplain  to  the  Maffachufetts  brigade,  commanded  by  briga- 
dier J.  Patterfon. 

A  memorial  from  Hyam  Soloman,  late  of  the  city  of  New^^York, 
"was  road : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congrefs  meet  twice  a-day  ;  whereupon, 

It  was  moved,  that  the  confideration  of  that  queftion  be  poftponed  ; 

Queflion  put,  the  Rates  were  equally  divided,  and  the  motion  loft. 

The  determination  of  the  main  queftion  was  then,  by  a  ftate,  poft- 
poned till  the  next  day. 

A  letter,  of  July  12th,  from  Richard  Ellis,  at  Newbern,  N.Caro- 
lina, and  directed  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and 
that  they  report  thereon,  if  they  judge  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  Stephen  Steward,  of  Weft-river,  Mary- 
land, and  directed  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  was  read,  defiring 
to  know  what  he  fliall  do  v/ith  the  fliip  Chafe,  and  intimating,  that 
about  200  hoglheads  of  tobacco  belonging  to  the  public  are  now  fpoil- 
ing  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  committee  of  commerce  direft  Mr.  Steward  to 
fell  the  tobacco  and  fit  the  veffcl  for  fea  with  all  difpatch,  to  take  on 
board  a  cargo  of  flour. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  Mr.  de  Francey,  to  the  committee  of 
commerce,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  faid  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  Monf.  Marmajou,  was  read,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed  relative  to  the  brig  Prudence  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  July  6th,  from  Mr.  W.  Bingham. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Mitchel, 
Efq;  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  report, 

That  as  the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  ex  officio^,  applied  to  the 
judge  of  the  admiralty  of  Pennfylvania,  and  by  his  authority,  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States  of  America,  took  pofteflion  of  a  fhip  or  veffel 
loaded  with  Britifli  property,  funk  on  the  chevaux-de-frize  in  the  river 
Delaware,  and  left  there  by  the  enemy  ;  and  as  two  merchants  of  Phi- 
ladelphia have  claimed  the  (hip  and  cargo,  having,  as  they  fay,  bought 
them  at  vendue  when  the  enemy  were  in  pofTeffion  of  Philadelphia  ; 
and  as  the  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania  have  alfo  fetup  a  claim, 
on  behalf  of  the  ftate,  to  the  fame  (hip  and  cargo  ;  and  therefore  thefe 
feveral  claims  mull  be  determined  by  a  fuit  at  law  ;  the  committee  re- 
commend that  John  Mitchel,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  be  autho- 
rized, at  the  charge  of  the  United  States,  to  profecute  their  claim  to 
the  laid  (liip  and  cargo. 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  part  of  a  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  commerce,  and  the  papers  and  accounts  of  Raymond  Demeree, 
deputy  clothier-general  in  Georgia,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James 
Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general,  for  29,65  1|^  dollars,  to  enable  him  to 
pay  a  bill  of  exchange  for  this  fum,  drawn  by  Meffrs.  Otis  and  An- 
drews, of  Bofton,  the  30th  of  June  laft,  in  favour  of  John  Bradford, 
Elq;  and  endorfed  by  him  to  the  marine-committee  ;  the  faid  J.  Meafe 
to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  marine-com- 
mittee, for  510-|  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  difcharge  an  account  of 
Mefl'rs.  Hopkinfon  and  Wharton,  allowed  for  their  expenfes  at  Balti- 
more, and  on  their  journey  from  thence  to  Philadelphia  ;  the  faid  ma- 
rine-committee to  be  accountable  : 

The  board  further  report,  that  having  confidered  the  petition  of 
capt.  James  Knox,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  dated  White-Marfli 
camp,  Nov.  19th,  1777,  which  was  referred  to  them  by  Congrefs, 
they  are  of  opinion,  that  nothing  is  offered  to  prove  that  the  petition- 
er was  authorized  to  receive  money  for  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  his 
company,  which,  agreeably  to  the  eftablifbment,  Paould  have  been 
paid  by  the  regimental  pay-mafter:  that,  fuppofing  him  juftifiable  in 
this,  no  evidence  is  adduced  to  fhew,  that  it  was  not  through  his  ne- 
gledl  that  the  money,  which  he  drew  for  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
company,  remained  in  his  hands  when  ordered  to  join  col.  Morgan's 
corps  :  that  in  the  petition,  it  is  fet  forth,  that  only  618  dollars  be- 
longing to  the  faid  officers  and  foldiers,  were  delivered  to  capt-  Berry 
at  the  time  of  his  receiving  the  order  to  join  col.  Morgan  ;  whereas, 
by  the  depofition  of  capt.  Berry,  it  appears,  that  1512  dollars  had  been 
delivered  to  him  by  the  petitioner,  of  which  618  dollars  had  been  loft  : 
that  the  evidence  of  John  Key,  relative  to  the  breaking  open  the 
cheft,   appears  unfavourable  to  the  petitioner  :   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Knox  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
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■Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  conlider  the  ftate 
of  the  money  and  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  report  thereon, 
from  time  to  time  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee,'  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  convention  of  committees,  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  general  Wafliington,  and  one,  of  the 
21ft,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  major-general  Gates,  of  the  22d  of 
July,  and  of  brgadier  Parfons  of  the  2  1ft  of  July,  relative  to  clothing 
purchafed  by  major  Bigelow,  &c.  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James 
Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general,  for  290,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  paid  to 
major  Bigelov/,  for  the  purpofe  of  fatisfying  the  contrads  which  he 
has  made  for  clothing,  in  confequence  of  orders  given  him  by  the  com- 
manding-officer on  the  eaft-ftde  of  Hudfon's-river,  in  puriuance  of  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  4th  of  March  laft  ;  and  that  major  Bige- 
low fettle  his  accounts  with  the  commiiTary-general  of  clothing. 

Resolved,  That  major  Bigelow  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direifled  to  de- 
liver all  the  clothing,  Avhich  he  has  purchafed,  into  the  hands  of  the 
clothier  rcfiding  with  the  army  on  the  eaft-fide  of  Hudfon's-ri^er  as 
the  fame  fnall,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  up  ;  and  that  he  tranfmit 
to  the  commift'ary-general  of  clothing,  particular  invoices  of  the  goods 
he  has  purchafed,  and  accounts  of  the  deliveries  made. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  August  28,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  the  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania, 
relative  to  the  cafe  of  Frederick  Verner,  referred  to  them  on  the 
15th,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  John  Connolly,  prifoner  in  the  new  gaol,  was 
read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved  unanimously,  by  all  the  thirteen  ftates,  that  the  commiifary- 
general  of  priloners  be  direfted  not  to  confent  to  the  exchange  of 
John  Connolly,  calling  himfelf  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Britifli  fer- 
vice,  without  the  fpecial  order  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  commifTary-general  of  prifoners  be  direfted  not 
to  deviate,  in  any  inftance,  without  the  fpecial  order  of  Congrefs,  from 
the  refolution  of  the  30th  of  December,  1777,  relative  to  the  citizens 
of  thefe  ftates  who  may  be  taken  in  v.rms. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  general  Wafiiington,  was  read. 

Resolved,  Tl'^at  baron  Steuben  be  requefted,  forthwith,  to  repair  to 
Rhode-lfland,  atid  give  his  advice  and  alliftance  to  major-general  Sul- 
livan, and  the  ^rmy  under  his  command. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Adams  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdjh;  August  29,    1778. 
Mr.  Henry,  a  delegate  from  Maryland^  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
In  Cono-refs. 
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A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read,  exprefTing  his 
zeal  and  readinefs  for  every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  tlie  fervice 
of  thefe  ftates,  and  informing,  that  he  will  inftantly  fet  out  for  Rhode- 
Ifland,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Gongrefs. 

Ordered^  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  baron  Steuben  ;  he  to  bt 
accountable. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Knoblauch,  -vvas  read  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  colonel  Knoblauch  be  allowed  two  rations  ?.-day, 
and  forage  for  two  horfes. 

A  mem.orial  from  the  Rev.  John  Hurt,  and  a  recommendation  in 
his  favour,  by  brigadier  Scott,  to  be  appointed  chaplain  to  his  brigade, 
with  a  certificate  that  he  has  afted  as  fuch  fmce  the  25th  of  July  lafi, 
were  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  of  the  1 8th  inft,  appointing  the  faid 
Mr.  J.  Hurt,  chaplain  to  the  brigade  late  commanded  by  brigadier- 
general  Weedon,  be  re-confidered,  and  that  the  faid  Mr.  J.  Hurt  be 
appointed  chaplain  to  die  brigade  commanded  by  brigadier  Scott. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Hurt,  fo  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  fettlement  of  his  paft  accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
papers  and  accounts  of  Raymond  Demeree  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  by  Raymond  Demeree  on  James 
Meafe,  Efq;  in  favour  of  Minis  fy  Gohen,  for  549  6  dollars,  the  bill 
drawn  by  the  faid  Raymond  Demeree,  on  the  faid  James  Meafe,  in  fa- 
vour of  Cofliman  Pollock,  for  1287  dollars,  both  which  bills  are  endor- 
fed  to  don  Juan  de  Mirailles,  be  paid  ;  and  that  a  warrant  iffue  in  fa- 
vour of  J.  Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general,  for  67^3  dollars,  for  payment 
of  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
pay  the  bills  duly  drawn  upon  him  by  Raymond  Demeree,  his  deputy 
in  Georgia,  for  the  amount  of  clothing  purchafed  for  the  troops  in  the 
continental  fervice  ;  the  refolution  pall:  on  the  Gth  of  April  lall  to 
the  contrary  notwithflanding. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  500  guineas  be  iffued  on  the  treafurer, 
in  favour  of  the  prefident,  to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  to  be  laid  out  for  the  public  fervice  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  15th,  from 
iTiaior-general  Arnold,  report,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  evidence  agalnll 
Patrick  M'Mullen  is  fafficient,  together  with  his  own  confefnon,  to 
convict  him  of  defertion,  being  the  crime  charged  agalnll  him  :  that 
the  court-martial  which  tried  hir.i  certified  to  the  general  that  the  faid 
Patrick  M'Mullen  is  a  perfon  of  moft  attrocious  charafter  :  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Arnold  be  Informed  that  Gongrefs  do 
not  fee  caufe  to  remit  the  fentence  paffed  by  the  court-martial  on  Pa- 
trick  M'Mullen. 

Resolved,  That  adjutant  Wallace  and  Henry  Love,  upon  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  their  particular  cafes,  and  the  recommendation  of 
them  by  gen.  Arnold  to  the  mercy  of  Gongrefs,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by pardoned. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  cant.  J.  Stoddard,  was  read. 
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The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  capt.  Stod- 
dard, and  the  memorial  of  captain  Stoddard  and  other  officers  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  light-dragoons,  having  made  a  report  thereon,  their  re- 
port was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.)  That  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
light-dragoons,  together  with  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  committee  of  arrangement  now  with  the  army  :  that  they 
be  defired  to  enquire  of  gen.  Waflnngton  whether  the  faid  memorial 
is  to  be  confidered  as  an  application  from  the  officers  of  the  cavalry  in 
general,  and  to  know  the  general's  opinion  as  to  the  mode  and  amount 
of  the  compenfation,  which  he  fliall  deem  proper  to  be  allowed  to  the 
officers  of  the  cavalry  for  the  extra  expenfes  they  are  at  in  equip- 
ping themfelves  for  the  fervice. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and  after  debate. 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcocks,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  future  confideration. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  August  31,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  M.  Vifcher,  with  fundry  papers  re- 
lative to  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern-department,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut.^  was  read, 
refpecling  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  his  fon,  the  late  Jofepk 
'i'rumbull,  Efq;  commifTary-general  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  council  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  was 
read,  together  with  a  letter  from  Meffrs.  Gardoqui  $5'Sons,  at  Bllboa, 
dated  June  4th,  and  a  note  from  Arthur  Lee,  Efq;  commiffioner  ut 
Paris, 'May  the    12th. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  the  committee  of  arrangement  at  camp, 
was  read,  informing,  that  a  great  fpirit  of  enlifting  had  taken  place 
among  the  foldiers  v.'ho  are  brought  into  the  army  as  drafts,  and  repre- 
fenting  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  enliRment  of  them  ;  whereupon, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  of  the 
od  and  4th,  from  gen.  Wafliington  on  that  fubject,  was  called  for,  and 
the  fame  being  read,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  be 
taken  on  granting  a  fum  of  fpecie,  to  be  applied  in  part  of  the  bounty 
allowed  to  foldiers  eniiRing  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war: 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

New-Hampshire.,  Mr.   Bartiett,  no  J>»o 

Massacbusetts-Ba]'j       Mr.   S,   Adams,  no] 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  >  no 

Mr.   Holtcn,  no} 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marcbant,  no  ^no 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Hosmer,  no^ 

Mr.  A.   Adams,  no  y 

4\ew-Tork,  Mr.  Levjis,  ay^ 

Mr.   Duer,  av  >  aj 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  no) 
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■} 


no 

no 

no 

no  } 
>  no 

no  y 

no  ^no 

no  ! 
ay  p-^ 

«J'J 


ay 
no 
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no 
no 
no 
no 

^y'\ 

ay  \ay 


Mcvj-Jersey^  Mr.   Witberspoon, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.   Scudder, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr,   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Delaware,  Mr.  M'-Kean, 

3Iaryland,  Mr,   Chase, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.   Harvie, 

Mr.   i?.  i/^.  Lc<?, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Pt?ni, 

Mr.   Harnett, 

Mr.   Williams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Lawrens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr,   Mattheivs, 
Georgia,  Mr.   Walton, 

Mr.  re//;»>, 

Mr.   Langwortby,    ay  j 

So  it  palTcd  in  the  negative. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the  report  ;  whereiipon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  effential  to  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  thefc 
{lates,  that  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effeilual  meafures  be,  without  delay, 
adopted  for  engaging  in  the  continental  fervice,  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war,  fuch  of  the  drafts  of  the  militia  as  are  at  prefent  in- 
corporated in  the  battalions  of  the  refpeftive  ftates. 

Resolved,  That  for  this  purpofe  the  fum  of  120,000  dollars,  in  con- 
tinental money,  be  appropriated  and  forthwith  remitted  to  W.  Palfrey, 
Jifq;  pay-mafter-general  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  ufual  bounty  of  20  dollars  be  given  to  each 
recruit  who  fhall  enlifl;  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war. 

Resolved,  That  no  foldier  be  permitted  to  enlifl  in  the  battalions  of 
any  other  ftate  than  that  in  whofe  fervice  he  is  at  prefent  engaged, 
except  in  the  artillery,  cavalry,  engineering  departments,  and  provolls; 
the  men  fo  engaged  to  be  carried  to  the  quota  of  the  ftate  for  which 
they  now  ferve. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Walhington  be  directed  to  caufe  the  money 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  fuch  trufty,  aftive, 
and  difcreet  officers  as  he  flTall  think  proper  to  appoint  to  recruit  for 
the  quota  of  the  refpet^^ive  ftates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men 
not  engaged  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  which  each  ftate  (hall 
have  in  the  field. 

A  paper  figned  "  y\dam  Fergufon,  fecretary  to  his  majefty's  com- 
miffion,"  dated  at  N.  York,  Auguft  26th,  1778,  was  read,  fetting 
forth,  that  "  his  majefty's  commiffioners  direft  Dr.  Fergufon  to 
tranl'mit  to  the  prefident  of  the  American  Congrefs,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Congrefs,  the  declaration  of  this  day  by  George  Johnftone, 
Efq;  and  the  declaration  of  the  fame  date  by  the  earl  of  C.ivliile,  lir 
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Henry  Clinton  and  William  Eden,  Efq;  and  alfo  the  requifition  ref- 
pe£ting  the  troops  lately  ferving  under  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne, 
figned  by  the  earl  of  Carlille,  fir  Henry  Clinton,  and  William  Eden, 
Elq;  which  feveral  declarations  and  requifitions,  accompanying-  the 
faid  paper,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  trcafurer  in  favour  of  James 
Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-gen.  for  30,222.|  dols.  to  difcharge  the  following 
bills,  drawn  on  him  by  Raymond  Demeree,  his  agent  in  Georgia,  viz. 

One  dated  April  21ft,  177B,  in  favour  of  John  Baddely,  Efq;  for 
4900  dollars  ;  one  of  the  fume  date,  in  favour  of  the  fame,  for  5100 
dollars  ;  one  of  the  fame  date,  in  favour  of  the  fame,  for  5000  dollars  ; 
one  of  the  fame  date,  in  favour  of  the  fame,  for  4800  dollars  ;  «ne 
dated  June  10th,  in  favour  of  James  Anderfon,  for  2422|-  dollars  ; 
one  dated  July  21ft,  in  favour  of  John  Walters  Gibhs,  for  8000  dol- 
lars ;  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  the  fum  of  30,2221  dollars  ;  all  ex- 
prefTed  to  be  for  value  received  in  clothing  for  the  continental  troops 
■  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia  ;  the  faid  James  Meafe  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gov.  Cafwell,  of  N.  Carolina,  to  Mr. 
Penn,  one  of  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scudder  have  leave  of  ablence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuBSDAr,  September   1,    1778. 

The  delegates  from  N.  Carolina  produced  a  new  commiffion,  whick 
■was  read,  as  follows  : 

"  (L.  S.)  State  of  North-Carolina. 
To  WhitmlU  Hill  and  Thomas  Burke,  greeting. 

Whereas,  the  general  affembly  have  made  choice  of  you,  Whit- 
mill  Hill  and  Thomas  Burke,  as  delegates  in  the  continental  Congrefs, 
to  reprefent  this  ftate,  together  with  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett, 
and  John  Williams,  Efqrs;  who  have  been  heretofore  appointed  for 
that  purpofe.  We  do  therefore  commiffionate  and  appoint  you  the  faid 
Whitmill  Hill  and  Thomas  Burke,  delegates  in  the  continental  Con- 
grefs,  to  reprefent  this  ftate  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year,  unlefs 
fooner  removed  by  the  general  affembly  of  this  ftate  ;  of  which  five 
members,  to  wit,  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett,  John  Williams, 
Whitmill  Hill  and  Thomas  Burke,  we  do  empower  and  require  three 
and  no  more,  unlefs  prevented  by  unavoidable  accident,  to  attend  the 
councils  of  Congrefs,  hereby  giving  and  granting  unto  any  twoofth« 
faid  delegates  prefent  in  Congrefs,  full  power  and  authority,  by  their 
vote  or  affent,  to  bind  the  inhabitants  of  this  ftate  in  all  cafes,  not  in- 
confiftent  with  the  conftitutlon  thereof  and  its  rights  as  an  independent 
fovereign  people,  and  tlie  inftvuftions  which  they  fliall  receive  from 
this  ftate.  Witnefs  Richard  Cafwell,  Efq;  governor,  captain-general 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  faid  ftate,  under  his  hand  and  the  feal 
now  ufed  for  laid  ftate,  at  Hillfborough,  the  13th  day  of  Augiift,  in 
the  third  year  of  our  independence,  anno  domini  1773. 

R.  Caswfli,. 
By  his  excellency's  command, 

J.   Glasgow,  Secretary  of  the  State,'' 
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A  letter,  of  Auguft  30th,  from  baron  d'Arendt,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  comrnittee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Wadfworth,  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war,  dated  Auguft  the  25th,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  be  empowered 
and  directed  to  appoint  and  remove,  at  his  pleafure,  an  infpeftor  of 
cattle,  at  a  falary  of  four  dollars  a-day,  with  an  allowance  of  one  ra- 
tion a-day,  and  forage  for  one  horfe  : 

That  the  duty  of  the  faid  infpedlor  fhall  be  to  receive  and  take  ac- 
count of  the  fat  cattle  at  camp,  from  the  feveral  drovers  ;  to  infpecl 
over  the  bullock-guard  and  paftures  ;  to  fuperintend  the  butchers,  and 
fee  that  no  cattle  are  killed  but  thofe  fit  for  ufe  ;  to  keep  accounts  of 
the  beef  delivered  to  the  brigade-commiffaries,  and  fettle  the  fame 
with  them  every  month  ;  to  fee  that  the  hides  and  tallow  are  feafon- 
ably  delivered  to  the  commifTary  of  hides,  and  to  fuperintend  and  re- 
gulate every  thing  relating  to  beef-cattle  at  camp  : 

That  he  report  monthly  his  proceedings  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
all  occurrences  worthy  of  notice  within  the  line  of  his  duty. 

A  letter,  of  July  20th,  one  of  Augufh  1ft,  and  of  the  1 1th  of  the 
faid  month,  from  major-general  Heath,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  July  20th,  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
the  letter  of  Auguft  1ft,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  29th,  from  the  board  of  war,  and  one  without 
date,  from  Monf.  Holker,  were  read,  refpecling  cannon  arrived  in  N. 
Carolina  ;   whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
Auguft  the  21fl',  from  the  board  of  war,  be  difcharged  from  proceed- 
iug  further  in  that  matter,  and  that  the  faid  letter,  together  with 
thofe  now  read  from  the  board  of  war  and  Mr.  Holker,  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr. 
S.  Adams. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  23d,  from  J.  Temple,  was  read,  informing  that, 
after  feven  years  abfence  from  his  native  country,  he  arrived  at  N. 
York  with  his  Avife  and  family  on  the  third  of  that  month,  and  begging 
leave  to  folicit  Congrefs  for  liberty  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  to  pay  his 
refpedls  to  them  ;  whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  leave  be  granted  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett,  no  ^no 

JlassacLusetts-Baj,      Mr.  S.   Adams,  no~^ 

Mr-   Gerry,  no  \^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  no 

Mr,   Holten,  no 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marchant,  no  ^no 


no 


Connecticut,  Mr.  J,  Adams,         no  J> 


no 


Ne'W-Torky 
Pennsjlvaniai 


Ddawaref 
Maryland, 


Virgin  ia, 


North  Carolina^ 


South-Carolina^ 


Georgia, 
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Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Witberspoon, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J.  Smith, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  y?.  i7.  Lee, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drajton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  re//a/r, 

Mr.  Langivorthy, 


\%i 


:} 


?»at> 


no 
no 

ry/_ 

-^  f  divided;, 
no  y 

no^ 

no  >  n» 
no  J 
no  ^n0 

ay 

no  "J 
no   .  n# 

no 

?io   -  n# 

no 

no   ►  n# 

oyj 

ay 

no  '■ay 

ay} 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  That  the  fecretary  inform  Mr.  Temple^ 
that,  if  it  is  his  intention  to  refide  in  one  of  the  United  States,  he  do 
fignify  the  fame  to  the  (late  in  which  he  means  to  refide,  and  obtain 
their  approbation,  previous  to  the  granting  of  any  pafTport : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurensj 


New- Ha  mpsb  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

NenO'York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
Voi.  IV. 


Mr.   Bartlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holt  en, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  A.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Diier, 
Mr.    Witberspoon, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.   R.  Morris, 
Mr.    Roberdeau, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.   Forbes, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.    R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Grifin, 

A  3 


ay  )>ay 
ay-^ 

ay  J>fly 

ay  ^ay 

""Hay 

^>  ay 

^  >  divided,^^ 
no^ 

ay  ).ay 
no^ay 
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Kortb-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn^ 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.    Williams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.   Matthews, 

Georgia,  Mr.   Walton, 

Mr.  r^Z/a/r, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


ay  lay 
ay} 
no  "J 
no  yn# 


flSc 


Wednesdat,  September  2,    l^/S. 

A  memorial  from  Matthew  Irwin,  Azariah  Dunham  and  Jofeph 
Hugg,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflative  or 
executive  powers  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  ftates  fouth- 
ward  thereof,  to  permit  fuch  veffels  to  load  with  flour,  wheat,  rice, 
corn,  peafe,  or  beans,  for  the  eaftern-ftates,  as  fhall  come  recommended 
by  the  executive  powers  of  fuch  ftates,  or  any  of  them,  to  carry  provi- 
fions  for  the  confumption  of  the  people  of  thofe  ftates  : 

On  putting  the  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay~\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  \    -^ 

Mr.   Holten,  ayj 

Mr.   Marcbant,  ay  ^c^y 

Mr.  Hosmer,  ay  yay 

Mr.  Lewis,  no') 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  no  5  "" 

New-Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon, 

Mr.   Elmer, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 


New-Hampsb  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Netv-York, 


divided* 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Mr.  James  Smith,  no 

Mr.    Vandyke,  ay 

Mr.  Chase,  ay~ 

Mr.  Plater,  no 

Mr.  Forbes,  no 

Mr.  Henry,  ay 

Mr.   Harvie,  no' 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  ay 

Mr.  Griffin,  no 

Mr.  Penn,  no 

Mr.  Harnett,  710 

Mr.   Williams,  no 


>divided. 


SEPTEMBER  1778.  367 

South-Carolina, 


Mr. 

Laurens.) 

ay 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

ay 

Mr. 

Mattheivsy 

ay 

Mr. 

Walton, 

ay 

Mr. 

Telfair, 

ay 

Beorgia, 

Mr.  Laiigivorthy,  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


ay 


ay 


Thursdat,  September  3,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  3  I  ft,  ftom  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  toge- 
ther with  the  following  papers  enclofed  therein,  viz.  an  account  of  of- 
ficers for  whom  col.  Armand  defires  commiffions  in  his  corps  ;  a  me- 
moiial  of  brigadier  du  Portail,  refpecling  the  rank  of  the  officers  who 
came  with  him  ;  and  a  report  of  a  board  of  general-officers  on  an  aU 
teration  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Hilborn,  for  500  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Samuel  John- 
fton,  treafurer  of  the  northern-diftrift  of  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  in. 
favour  of  Richard  Blackledge,  for  that  fum,  dated  December  21ft, 
1776  ;  the  faid  ftate  of  North-Carolina  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Dr.  Jonathan 
Potts,  deputy  direftor-general  for  the  middle-diftrift,  for  70,000  dol- 
lars, of  which  40,000  is  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpitals  thereof,  and  30,000 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  Dr.  Johnfton,  affiftant-diredor  in  the  northern- 
department  ;  the  faid  Dr.  J.  Potts  to  be  accountable  :  ' 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James  Meafe, 
Efq;  clothier-general,  for  131,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  anfwer 
fundry  draughts  of  his  agents  ;  the  faid  J.  Meafe  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  David  Mofely, 
for  200  dollars,  advanced  him  on  account  of  his  wages,  printing  the 
bills  of  exchange. 

Resolved^  That  where  accounts  of  back-rations  are  prefented  to  the 
auditors  of  the  army,  which,  from  death  or  diftant  removal,  cannot  be 
certified  by  the  iffuing  commifTaries,  the  auditors  be  empowered  to  fet- 
tle fuch  back-rations  upon  the  oath  of  the  party,  and  i'uch  other  evi- 
dsnce  as  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  will  admit. 

Resolved,  That  any  perfon  who  has  been  or  fhall  be  appointed  a  bri- 
gade-chaplain, and  previous  to  his  appointment  fliall  have  afted  in  that 
capacity,  be  allowed  for  the  time  of  fuch  I'ervice,  after  the  date  of  the 
certificate  of  the  brigadier  or  colonel-commandant  of  his  brigade  to 
Congrefs,  recomniending  him  to  the  faidofHce,  the  pay  and  rations  or 
fubfiftence  of  fuch  a  chaplain,  dedufting  the  fums  received  as  regimen- 
tal-chaplain. 

Resolved,  That  each  auditor  of  the  army  be  hereafter  allowed  for 
fubfiftence  one  ration  per  day  and  50  dollars  per  month  : 

That  the  auditors  of  each  army  be  authorized  to  augment  the  pay  of 
♦heir  clerks  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  70  dollars  per  mouth. 
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Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele(?-ion  of  an  auditor  of  accounts  at  the 
main  army,  and,  the  ballots  beiojj  taken, 

James  Johniton,  iifq;   was  elected. 

In  conicqueiice  of  an  adjullment  by  the  comniiflioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Meffrs.  Furedge,  Spanganberg,  Miller,  bhaltz 
and  bhultz,  for  tLeir  fervices  the  6th  of  iall  mo  th,  40  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Hynman  Ti-ylor,  for  making  two  chair  feats 
for  the  uie  of  Congrefs,  27-|^  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  fundry  reports  from  the  board  of 
•war,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  follo^ying  refolutions  : 

Whereas  gen.  Walhington  hath  required  that  the  continental  troops 
in  Philud-^lphia  be  fent  to  join  the  main  army,  and  that  they  be  repla- 
ced by  the  city  militia  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  fupreme  executive  council  cf  the  flate  of  Pchn- 
fylvania  be  requrfled  to  call  out  immediately  300  oi  cht  militia  ol  the 
ftate,  to  ferve  as  guards  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  perform  fueh 
other  military  fervices  as  may  be  required  of  them. 

Resolved.)  That  the  artillery  regiment  raifed  in  Pennfylvanla,  com- 
manded by  col.  Thomas  Prodtor,  be  confidered  as  part  of  tht  quota  of 
troops  to  be  furniflied  by  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  credited  for  the  men 
now  in  the  regiment,  and  alfo  for  any  who  Ihall  hereafter  be  recruited 
therein  ;  and  that  the  government  of  the  faid  Hate  be  rcquelled  to  fur- 
nifli  col.  Proftor  with  the  ftate-bounty,  to  enable  him  to  fill  up  the  re- 
giment to  its  complement  of  men  : 

That  the  committee  of  arrangement  be  direfted  to  confider  the  ftate 
of  the  officers  of  the  faid  regiment,  and  regulate  the  fame  in  the  man- 
ner and  according  to  the  rules  adopted  by  them  with  refpecl  to  other 
artillery-regiments. 

Resolved,  That  a,  new  corps  of  troops  be  raifed  by  the  name  of  the 
German  Voiun-cers,  to  confifl;  of  fuch  deferters  from  the  foreign  troops, 
"which  have  been  or  fhall  be  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain, 
as  fhall  bedifpofed  freely  to  enlift  therein  : 

That  this  corps  be  enlifted  to  ferve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war, 
and  receive  the  ufual  bounty  and  clothing  allov.ed  to  the  troops  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

That  each  non-commiflioned  officer  and  foldier  who  fliall  enlift  in 
the  faid  corps,  and  bring  with  him  the  fcveral  articles  of  clothing  enu- 
nierated  in  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  pafTed  the  6th  day  of  Sept.  1777,  and 
fufficient  for  one  year's  fervice,  fhall  receive  for  the  fame  the  fum  of 
56  dollars,  and  fo  in  proportion  of  any  part  of  fuch  clothing  at  the  rates 
there  fixed  ;  the  money  allowed  for  fuch  clothing  to  be  paid  by  the 
clothier-general  or  one  of  his  deputies,  .who  fliall  charge  the  articles  fo 
paid  for  as  clothing  iffued  to  the  corps  : 

That  lieutenants  Fearer  and  Kleinfmit  have,  for  the  prefent,  the  pay 
of  captains  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  be  empowered  to 
enlift  the  deferters  aforefaid,  preferring  fuch  as  they  can  induce  to  leave 
the  fervice  of  the  enerty  ;  and  that  captains'  commifTions  be  granted 
them,  provided  that  within  three  months  from  this  3d  day  of  Septem-^ 
ber,  each  fliall  have  enlifted  at  leaft  30  men  3 
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That  major  Klein  be  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  corps  of 
German  Volunteers. 

Resolved^  That  lieutenant  Charles  Juliat  be  permitted  to  ferve  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  infantry  of  gen.  Pulaiki's  legion,  and  have  the  pay  and 
fubfiftence  of  a  lieutenant  for  his  fupport : 

That  Mr.  Girard  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  dragoons 
hy  brevet,  and  be  permitted  to  join  the  army  under  gen.  Wafliington 
as  a  volunteer,  he  having  agreed  to  ferve  in  that  capacity  at  his  own 
expenfe. 

Besohed,  That  the  intended  expedition  againft  the  Senecas  and 
ether  hoftile  tribes  of  the  northern  Indians,  mentioned  in  the  rel'oki- 
tion  of  Gongrefs  of  the  1  !th  of  June  laft,  be  for  the  prefent  laid  ahde  j 

That  gen.  Walhington  be  direded  to  purfue  I'uch  practicable  mea- 
furcs  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  ftates  expofed  to  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  northern  Indians,  as  to  him  Ihall  fecm  beft  adapted  to 
prefent  circumftances,  calculated  to  check  the  ravages  of  the  enemvi 
and  to  protetl  the  diftrciled  inhabitants  of  the  faid  frontiers. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Aihe,  Efq;  take  rank  as  captain  of  the  firft 
troop  of  N.  Carolina  dragoons,  from  the  7th  of  May,    1777  : 

That  Benjamin  Mills,  Efq;  take  rank  as  lieutenant  in  the  fame 
troop,  from  July  15th,   177  7  : 

That  William  Buford  take  rank  as  enlign  in  the  fame  troop,  from 
July  16th,    1777  : 

And  that  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  colonel  George  Mprgan,  be  re-committed  : 

That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  refpedling  major  Mullens,  be 
refc-rred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Rcdoived.,  That  till  the  1ft  day  of  Nov.  next,  Congrefs  meet  everr 
morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  adjourn  at  one  o'clock,  unlefs  all  the 
members  prefent  (lidll  confent  to  continue  fitting  ;  and  every  after- 
noon, Wednefdays  and  Saturdays  excepted,  meet  at  three  and  adjourn 
at  fix  o'clock,  unltl's  it  fhall  be  determined  by  a  majority  to  continue 
fitting  ;  provided  always,  that  there  Hull  be  no  debate  on  the  queftiou 
for  adjournment. 

A  motion  being  made  on  "  the  requifition  of  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  fir 
Henry  Clinton,  and  William  Eden,  refpedting  the  troops  lately  ierving 
under  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,"  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
faid  troops  from  their  prefent  place  of  confinement  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confidcration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  three 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  September  4,  1778. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  any  regimental  officer,  who  has  been,  or  fhall  be  or- 
dered by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding-officer  of  any  de« 
partment,  on  bufinefs  not  incidental  to  his  office,  and  diftant  from  camp, 
be  allowed,  for  the  expenfe  of  himfelf  and  horfe,  three  dollars  a-day, 
"vvhilft  neceffarily  employed  on  fuch  fervice. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Auguft  25th, 
from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  the  expenfe  of  fitting  up  Mr.  Dick- 
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infon's  houfe  for  the  refidence  of  Monf,  Gerard,  report,  that  they  have 
waited  on  Mr.  Dickinfon,  who  fhewed  them  a  contract  entered  into 
between  him  and  the  board  of  war,  whereby  it  appears,  that  the  re- 
pairs are  to  be  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  be  dlfcharged. 

On  motion,  Resolved.,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  do,  with 
all-convenient  fpeed,  prepare  and  report  to  Congrefs,  a  ftate  of  the 
debts  and  contracls  of  the  United  States,  and  an  eftimate  of  the  fums 
necefTary  to  fulfil  and  difcharge  fuch  debts  and  contracts  : 

That  the  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  fuch  perfons  and  call 
for  fuch  accounts  and  papers  as  may  he  necefTary  for  the  purpofes 
above-mentioned ; 

That  the  members  of  the  fecret-committee,  now  prefent,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  clofe  the  accounts  of  that  committee,  and  deliver  them  to 
the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that  the  faid  members  be  authorized 
to  employ  proper  perfons  for  adjufting  and  cloung  the  accounts  of  the 
iecret-committee. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congrefs  an  invoice  of  fun- 
dry  articles  lliipped  on  board  the  French  tartan  la  Ceres,  capt.  Claude 
Icard,  by  order  of  the  late  Thomas  Morris,  Efq;  of  Philadelphia,  and 
configned  to  William  Bingham,  Efq;  in  Martinique,  for  account  ".nd 
rifque  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  14,437:15: 1,  French  money  : 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  commerce  liquidate  and  pay  the 
faid  account. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  the  books  and  papers  of  Thomas 
Morris,  late  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  France,  are 
depofited  with  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of  France,  or  fome  of 
them  ;  and  the  hon.  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  furviving  partner  and  ad- 
ininiflrator  of  the  deceafed,  applying  to  this  houfe  to  caufe  the  fame 
to  be  delivered  to  him,  fo  that  he  may  proceed  to  a  fettlement  of  the 
cftate,  &c. 

Ordered.,  That  the  commiffioners  or  commiffioner,  who  Ihall  be  pof- 
feffed  of  the  faid  books  and  papers  when  this  order  arrives,  deliver  the 
fame,  both  public  and  private,  to  the  faid  Robert  Morris  or  to  his 
order. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ifl,  from  T.  Murray  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  was 
laid  before  Congi'efs,  and  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  J.  Nourfe,  was  read,  requefting 
leave  to  refign  his  office  of  fecretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance  and  pay- 
mafler  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  confideration^ 

three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ift,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  Auguft  29th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  on  the 
north-end  of  R.  Illand,  giving  an  account  of  an  action  with  the  ene- 
my on  the  faid  29th  : 

Orr/ereo?,  That  the  letter  from  major-general  Sullivan  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Resolved.,  That  the  committee  of  arrangement,  to  whom  the  letter 
of  June  the  1 1th,  from  the  council  of  war  of  R.  Ifland  v/as  referred. 
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W  difchargcd  from  proceeding-  thereon,  and  that  the  letter  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hofmer,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  R.  H. 
Leck 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  motion  on 
the  requifition  made  by  the  earl  of  Carllfle,  fir  Henry  Clinton  and 
William  Eden,  refpeAing  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga, 
which  was  read  as  follows  : 

Whereas  Congrefs  did,  on  the  8th  day  Jan.  1778,  refolve  that  the 
embarkation  of  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under  his 
command  be  fufpended  till  a  diflinft  and  explicit  ratification  of  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga  fhail  be  properly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great- 
Britain  to  Congrefs  : 

i^djo/otfJ,  That  no  ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  which 
maybe  tendered  in  confequence  of  powers,  which  only  reach  that  cafe 
by  conftrudVion  and  implication,  or  which  may  fubjeft  whatever  is 
tranfafted  relative  to  it  to  the  future  approbation  or  difapprobation  of 
the  (crown  or)  parliament  of  Great-Britain,  can  be  accepted  by  Con- 
grefs. 

An  amendment  was  moved  to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  crown  or,"  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartleit,  ay  ^aj 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.   S.  Adams,        ay'\ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ly  f-<V 

Mr.  Holt  en,  aj  J 

Mr.   Marchant,         aj  ^ay 

Mr.  Hosmer,  ay') 

>  ay 

Mr.  A.Adams,        oy^ 

Mr.  Lewis,  aj^ 

Mr.  Duer,  7io  y  no 

Mr.  G.  Morris,        no} 

Mr.  Witherspoony    ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Roberdeau,        ay  )>av 

Mr.  M'-Kean, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  B.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-Tor  k, 


New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 


(^y 


North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
deorgia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.   Telfair 


Harnett, 
Williams, 
Laurens, 
Drayton, 

Walton, 


Mr.  Langworthy,    ay  _ 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Another  amendment  was  moved,  after  the  recital  of  the  refolutioa 
of  the  8ch  of  Jan.  to  add  "  and  notwithftanding  a  reqnifition  hath 
been  made  of  the  faid  troops,  yet  no  fuch  ratification  hath  been  noti- 
fied as  aforefaid;"  and  in  lieu  of  the  refolntion  moved,  to  infert 
<'  therefore  refolved,  that  the  faid  troops  be  ftill  detained,  agreeably 
to  the  faid  refolution  ;"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr, 
G.  Morris, 


Neiv-HampsbirCy 
Massacbusetts-Bqy, 


Rhode-Islandy 

Connecticuty 
Nenv-Yorky 


Neiv-yersey^ 

Pennsylvania^ 

Delaiva-rey 

Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

North-Carolina,, 

South-Carolinaj 
Georgia, 


no  J>no 

no  ^no 
no  J 

no  S»no 
ay  )>aj 

no>ay 

*^no 

no'} 
>  no 

no^ 

nd~\ 

no 


ay  ^ 
no] 

no~ 

no 

no 
no 

no 

ay 

no 
no 
no 


y 


Mr.  BartUtty 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.   Witberspoon,    no 

Mr.   Roberdeau,        no 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.    Vandyke, 

Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr,   Harvie, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.   Griffin, 

Mr.   Penji, 

Mr.   Harnett, 

Mr.   Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.    Walton, 

Mr.   Telfair, 

Mr.  Langtuorthy, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  in  lieu  of  the  whole  to  fubflitnte  as  follows ; 

Whereas  on  the  8th  of  Jan.  1778,  Congrefs  by  their  refolve,  for 
good  and  fulBcient  caufes  therein  fpecified,  fufpended  the  embarkation 
of  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  until  the  ratification  of  the  convention 
of  Saratoga  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain  Jliould  be  duly  notified  to 
Congrefs :  and,  whereas,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  the  earl  of  Carlifle, 
{jr  Henry  Clinton  and  William  Eden,  Efq;  reciting  their  authority, 
did  make  a  remonftrance  to  Congrefs,  offering  to  ratify  the  faid  con- 
vention, and  requiring  permiflion  for  the  faid  troops  to  embark  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  faid  convention  :  and,  whereas,  the  faid  ratification  would 
be  fubjecl  to  the  future  ratification  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  without 
which  it  would  be  of  no  validity  :  therefore  refolved,  that  Congrefs 
will  abide  bv  their  demand  of  a  ratification  bv  the  court  of  Great-Bri- 
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tain,  duly  notified  to  Congrefs  ;  and  therefore  that  the  fa'id  requifition 
be  not  complied  with. 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion,  as  amended,  being  put,  refolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SJi'URDAr,  September  5,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  John  Berkenhout,  was  read  i 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  Avhom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Auguft  1 3th, 
from  gov.  Cafwell  to  Mr,  Penn,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  400,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  on  an  application 
of  the  governor  of  that  ftate,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing,  equipping  and 
marching  the  men  voted  by  the  faid  ftate  to  complete  their  continen- 
tal battalions  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  of  the  remainder  of  the  report  be 
poftponed. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  H.  Hollingfworth,  deputy  quarter-m after- 
general  at  the  Head-of-Elk,  directed  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Monday 
next. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  cornmittee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  treafury,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 
Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brou^-ht  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the    treafurer    in  favour   of  the 
marine-committee,  for  20,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy-board, 
in  the  middle-diftrift  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direftion 
of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  t 

That  the  bills  ftiall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and. 
date  as  the  emiflion  diredled  on  the  1  1th  of  April  laft,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  of  each  denomination  progreflively,  and  con- 
flft  of  the  followii-tg  denominations,  viz. 

41,667  bill?  of  40  dollars,  -  1,666,680 

41,667  30  do.  -  -  1,250,010 

833,320 
«  -  333,328 

291,662 
250,002 
208,330 
166,668 


41,666 

20  do. 

41,666 

8  do. 

41,666 

7  do. 

41,667 

6  do. 

41,666 

5  do. 

41,667 

4  do. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on   Monday. 


5,000,000 


3foNDAr,  September  7,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Walhington,  and  one  of  Auguft  Sift, 
Vol.  IV.  B  3 
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from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Tiverton,  giving  an  account  of  hJs 

retreat  to  the  main  the  preceding  evening,  v^fithout  any  lofs  of  men  or 

flores,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  gen.  Sullivan's  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 

intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-^general  Arnold,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The    members   chofen,   Mr.   R.    H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R. 

"Morris,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Chafe. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate 

of  Connedticut,  on  a  libel  "  David  Brooks,  &c.  verfus  fchooner  Hope, 

Sec."  was  lodged  with  the  fecretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 

appeals.  * 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  committee  of  arrangement  at  camp, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read,  enclofing 
the  evidence  of  major  Clark,  touching  his  trial  which  he  entreats  may- 
be laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  the  evidence  enclofed  in  gen.  Lee's  letter,  be  not 
read,  but  returned  to  major-general  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt.  N.  Falconer,  was  read,  informing, 
that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  aft  as  a  member  of  the  navy-board  in  the 
middle-diftrift. 

Resohed,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  to  eleft  a  commiffioner  of 
the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftrift,  in  the  room  of  capt.  Falconer. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  28th,  from  Dr.  J.  Forfter,  deputy  diredlor-ge- 
neral  of  the  hofpitals  in  the  eaftern-department,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical-committee. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  28th,  from  gov.  Greene,  of  R.  Ifland,  was  read. 

An  extracl  from  the  minutes  of  the  general  affembly  of  Pennfylvania 
was  read,  direfting  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  to  apply  for  a  fum  of 
money  to  pay  for  clothing  purchafed  for  the  continental  troops: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDA}%   September   8,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  Auguft  30th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  cn- 
clofing  a  petition  from  William  de  Paffern,  major  of  the  regiment  of 
Heffe   Hanau,  of  the  convention  troops,    requefting  permiffion  to  go 
to  Europe  on  parole  :  whereupon, 

It  was  moved,  that  major  William  de  Paffern  be  permitted  to  go 
to  Europe  on  his  parole,  not  to  a£t  againft  the  United  States  or  their 
allies  until  releafed  or  exchanged  according  to  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  James  Smith, 
Ne'v-Horapshire,        Mr.  Bartlett,  no  ^.'za 

Massacbusetts-Baj,  Mr.  I,ove!/y  "■- ?  * 

Mr.  Ho  I  ten,  no^ 
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Rbode-Islandy  Mr.  Marchant,  no  ^no 

Connecticut^  Mr.  yi.  Adams  no  s.n» 

U'ew-Torky  Mr.  Letuisj  nol 

Mr.  Duery  <iy  f-^J 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  ay  j 

Pennsyhanitty  Mr.  R,  Morris,  no~\ 

Mr.  Roberdeaiij  no  >na 

Mr.  J.  Smith,  no} 

Delaware,  Mr.  Vandyke,  no  ^no 

Maryland,  Mr.  Forbes,  ay  ^* 

Virginia,  Mr.  Harvie,  cyj 

Mr.  i?.  iZ.  Lee,  ay  >ay 

Mr.  Griffin,  no  j 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett,  no  ^* 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no^    ,.   .,   , 

-»/r       7-.  r  ciiViueel, 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay^ 

Georgia,  Mr.   Telfair,  no  ^ 

Mr.  Langivorthy,    no^ 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  29th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  ref- 
pecling  fupplies  fur  count  d'Eftaing's  fleet: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

Mr.  Duer  laid  before  Congrefs  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  Maryland  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  4th,  from 
col.  Hollingfworth,  and  the  memorial  of  Auguft  3  1ft,  from  E.  Blaine, 
deputy  commiffary-general  of  purchases,  he  referred  to  a  committee  of 
four  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Marchant. 

Two  letters  of  the  5th,  from  Stephen  Steward,  to  the  committee  of 
commerce,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and 
that  the  committee  report  thereon. 

A 'letter,  of  the  8th,  from  John  Peers,  mafter  of  the  Mermaid,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Waftiington,  was  read,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letters  as  relates  the  laying  up 
of  magazines  to  the  eaftward  of  Hudfon's-river,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  letter  from  col.  Hollingfworth,  and  memorial  of  colonel 
Blaine. 

A  motion  being  made  to  empower  the  general,  if  he  finds  it  necef- 
fary,  to  give  an  additional  bounty  of  ten  dollars  to  recruits  enlifting 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  war  : 

It  was  moved  to  add,  and  that  fuch  additional  bounty  be  at  the  ex- 
penfe  and  charged  to  fuch  of  the  ftates  as  have  been  deficient  in  procu- 
ring the  quotas  according  to  fuch  deficiency. 

On  which  amendment  the  previous ,  queftion  being  called  for,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chafe, 
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Neiv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

jRbode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Nenv-Tork, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia^ 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Bartlett,  no 

Mr.  Lovcll,  ay] 

Mr.  Holten,  ay  ' 

Mr.  Marchant,  ay 

Mr.  A.  Adams,  no 

Mr.  Leiuis,  ay  ] 

Mr.   JDuer,  ay 

Mr.   Roberdeau,  ay  \ 

Mn  James  Smith,  no  ' 

Mr.    Vandyke,  no 

Mr.   Chase,  no 

Mr.   Forbes,  no 

Mr.   Harvie,  no' 

Mr,   R.  H.  Lee,  ay 

Mr.  Griffin,  ay 

Mr.   Penn,  ay 

Mr.   Harnett,  ay 

Mr.   Williams,  ay 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  ' 

Mr.   Telfair,  ay 


■ay 


■  ay 


'^J 


Georgia, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  amendment  was  fet 
afide 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  authorized,  i£  he  fhall  judge  it 
for  the  intereft  of  the  United  States,  to  augment  the  continental  boun- 
ty to  recruits  enlifting  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  to  a  fum  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars,  and  that  he  ufe  his  difcretion  in  keeping  the 
matter  fecret  as  long  as  he  fhall  deem  neceffary,  and  in  applying  the 
augmentation  of  bounty,  as  circumftances  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  80,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  W.  Palfrey,  £fq;  pay-mafter-general, 
for  the  purpofe  of  enlifting  recruits  for  the  continental  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  general's  letter  as  relates  to  clothing, 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  be  direfted  to  make 
ufe  of  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  for  tranfporting  to  camp  the  ready- 
made  clothing  ftored  in  the  eaftern-ftates,  and  in  procuring  and  for- 
warding to  the  army  fuch  a  number  of  blankets  as  in  their  opinion 
will  be  neceffary  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  blankets  already  impor- 
ted or  purchafed  on  account  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  ftates  of  N.  Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  R.  Mand, 
Conneclicut  and  N.  York,  be  defired,  when  applied  to  by  the  board  of 
war,  to  afford  every  afHftance  in  their  power,  in  caufing  to  be  made  up 
the  linen  and  other  clothing  imported  into  the  eaflern-ftates  for  the 
continental  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  John  Peter  Tetard,  en- 
clofed  in  the  general's  letter,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  S.  Deane,  Efq;  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 
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Three  o'clock^  P.  M. 

Resolved^  That  thofe  members  of  the  board  of  treafury,  whofe  flate 
may  be  reprefented  in  Gongrefs  without  their  pcrlbnal  attendance,  be 
requefted  to  attend  at  the  treafury-board  every  forenoon,  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  Gongrefs. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  trcafury  ;  whtreupon, 

It  was  moved,  that  the  report  of  tlie  board  of  treafury  of  the  I5tli 
of  April  laft,  be  fubftituted  in  lieu  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ; 

Queftion  put,  palled  in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WednesdaTj  September  9,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  26th,  from  count  d'Eftaing,  was  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  G.  Mor- 
ris and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcox,  was  read  : 
whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  committee  of  the  council  of  Pennlylvania,  to  afcertain  the 
property  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  in  poffellion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the 
enemy,  be  taken  into  conlideration  on  Tuefday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commilTion- 
er  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  700D 
dollars,  and  another  warrant  on  the  treafurer  for  23,000  dollars,  in  fa- 
vour of  William  Henry,  Efq;  employed  in  the  bulinefs  of  the  armou- 
ry, and  to  purchafe  leather,  accoutrements  and  flioes ;  to  enable  him 
to  carry  on  his  purchafes ;  which  fums  are  advanced  on  a  certificate  of 
the  board  of  war,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  fald  Wil- 
liam Henry  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  marine-com- 
mittee, for  20,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to  MelTrs.  Max- 
well and  Loyal,  agents  for  building  of  frigates  in  Virginia,  to  enable 
them  to  go  on  with  the  building  of  one  of  the  frigates,  and  pay  off 
debts  already  contracted  on  account  of  the  faid  frigates  :  the  i^iid  com- 
mittee to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  Mr.  J.  Bartlett,  one 
of  the  delegates  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampdiire,  for  1500  dollars,  ad- 
vanced on  his  application  ;  for  which  the  fald  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  2'Jth 
of  Auguft,  from  the  board  of  war,  enclofing  a  letter  andiundry  papers 
from  lieutenant-colonel  Mullen,  relative  to  the  fettlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, report. 

That,  upon  revifing  col.  Mullen's  account,  they  find  it  v/as  fettled, 
tipon  juft  principles,  that  he  can  have  no  claim  of  right  to  receive,  in 
a  bill  of  exchange  on  France,  the  fum  there  reported  to  be  paid  by  a 
warrant  on  the  treafurer  ;  and  that  he  apply  i'o.-  the  payment  of  a  horfc 
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fhot  under  him,  agreeably  to  the  refolution.  of  Congrefs  of  the  12th 
day  of  Augiift  laft  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiirioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Kinnon,  for  printing  bills  of  exchange 
and  loan-office  certificates,  his  pay  and  boarding,  from  the  9th  of 
March  to  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  1778,  inclufive,  the  fiim  of  628fl  dols. 

That  there  is  due  to  Henry  Miller,  for  printing  in  German  6100  co- 
pies of  propofals  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  foreign  officers  and  foldiers 
in  the  Britilh  fervice  in  1776,  20  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Belcher  P.  Smith,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  fecre- 
tary's  office,  from  the  6th  of  Feb.  to  the  5th  of  Sept.  1778,  595  dols. 
and  for  blank  books  and  other  contingencies  of  the  office,  63-||-  dollars, 
making  in  the  whole,  658-|-^  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

On  motion.  Resolved^  That  the  retreat  made  by  major-general  Sul- 
livan, with  the  troops  under  his  command,  from  R.  Ifland,  was  pru- 
d.ent,  timely  and  well  conducted,  and  that  Congrefs  highly  approve  the 
fame. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  major-general 
Sullivan  and  to  the  office  is  and  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  for- 
titude and  bravery,  difplayed  in  the  action  of  Auguft  29th,  in  which 
they  repulied  the  Britifli  forces  and  maintained  the  field. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  have  a  high  fenfe  of  the  patriotic  exertions 
made  by  the  four  eaftern-ftates,  on  the  late  expedition  againft  R.  Ifland. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  prelident  be  requcfted  to  inform  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  that  Congrefs  have  a  due  fenfe  of  the  facrifice  he  made  of 
his  perfonal  feelings  in  undertaking  a  journey  to  Bofton,  with  a  vie\T 
©f  promoting  the  intereft  of  thefe  ftates,  at  a  time  when  an  occafion 
was  daily  expected  of  his  acquiring  glory  in  the  field,  and  that  his  gal- 
lantry in  going  on  R.  Ifland  when  the  greateft  part  of  the  army  had  re- 
treated, and  his  good  conduft  in  bringing  oiF  the  pickets  and  out  fen'» 
tries,  deferves  their  particular  approbation. 

Resolved,  That  major  Morris,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Sulli- 
van, who  brought  forward  to  Congrefs  the  account  of  the  repulfe  of  the 
Britifli  forces  on  R.  Ifland,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  and  who,  on  the  late 
expedition  as  v/ell  as  on  feveral  other  occafions,  behaved  with  great 
fpirit  anct  good  conduct,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant-colo- 
nel by  brevet. 

A  motion  was  made  to  re-confider  the  refolution,  approving  the  re- 
treat from  Rhode-Ifland  : 

Queftion  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 
New-Hampshire,  Mr.   Bartlett,  no  J>«o 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.Adams,         no~ 
Mr.   Lovell,  no 

]Mr.    Holteii,  no 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   3Iarcbant,         no  ^no 

Connecticut,  Mr.  A.   Adams,        no  '^no 


'  >no 
'J 

Mr.  Duer^  ay  \  "^ 


Nc'tv-York,  Mr.  Letvis,  av  7 

--  ^  aj 
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srt 


Pemisjhania, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

R.    Morris, 
Roberdeau, 

Mr. 

y.  Smith, 

Delaivarcy 
Maryland^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Vandyke^ 

Chase, 

Plater, 

Mr. 

Forbes, 

Virginia^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Henry, 
Harvie, 

• 

Mr. 

R.    H.  Lee, 

Nortb-Carolina^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Griffin, 
Penn, 

Mr. 

Harnett, 

Mr. 

Williams, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Drayton, 
Mattheivs, 

Georgia, 

Mr. 

Telfair, 

:} 


no 


no 

710 

no 

no  ^no 

no~>^ 

no  \ 

no  I 

no\ 

no" 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

ay 

no 


So  it  pafied  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  caufes  of  the 
failure  of  the  late  expedition  againft  R.  Illand,  agreeably  to  the  refdu- 
tion  of  Congrefs  of  Nov.  28th,  1777,  and  that  gen.  Wafhington  bedi- 
refted  to  caufe  this  enquiry  to  be  made  as  foon  as  it  can  be  conve- 
tiiently  done,  and  tranfmit  the  proceedings  of  the  court  to  Congrefs ; 
The  previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Duer, 

Netv- Hampshire,         Mr.  Bartlett, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
A.  Adams, 
Lewis, 
Duer, 
R.  Morris, 
Roberdeau, 
James  Smith,  ay 
Vandyke, 
Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 
Henry, 
Harvie, 
R,  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Penn, 
Harnett, 
Williams, 
Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
■      Mr.   Mattbe-~j;s, 
G-torgia,  Mr.   Telfair, 


Rhode-Islajid, 

Mr. 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Nevj-York, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Souib-Carolina, 

Mr. 

ay  )>aj 

'^-^  )>aj 
710  j    -^ 

"J  . 
aj 


71Q 


ay 
ay 
no 
no 
ay 

7l0l 

ay  >no 
no  J 
ay  Yay 
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So  it  was  carried,  and  the  main  queftion  fet  afide. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-inorrow. 

TnuRSDAr,  September    10,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  George  Cottnam,  captain-lieutenant  in 
the  firft  Pennfylvania  regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  requefting  leave, 
on  account  of  his  impaired  conftitution,  to  refign  his  commiffion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  general  Walhington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  the  committee  of  arrangement,  was  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  commander  of  the  horfe, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Cadwallader  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  elefted. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffion  be  granted  to  John  Cadwallader,  Efq; 
appointing  him  brigadier  and  commander  of  the  cavalry  in  the  fervice 
of  the   United  States. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th  and  31fl  of  Auguft,  from  governor  Trumbull, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  paper  figned  Adam  Fergufon,  dated 
Auguft  26th,  and  the  papers  transmitted  with  it,  and  alio  the  refolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs  of  the  4th  inft.  refpefting  the  convention  of  Saratoga, 
be  publi filed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  apppointed  to  confer  with 
the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  refpefting  the  future 
operations  of  the  French  fleet  under  the  command  of  count  d'Eftaing, 
r.nd  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Auguft  26th, 
from  count  d'Eftaing,  brought  in  the  draught  of  an  anfwer,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  figned  and  forwarded  by  the  prefident  to  count 
d'Eftaing. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  further  confideration  thereof  was  poftponed  to  the  after- 
noon. 

^*m 

Three  o'clock,   P.   3'L 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  chevalier  de  Fayolle,  was  read  : 

Ord.;red,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Con2,refs  refuined  the  confideration  of  che  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  treafury,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

T!ie  committee  on  the  letter  from  colonel  HoHingfworth,  and  the 
memorial  from  E.  Blaine,  brought  in  a  partial  report,  and  defired  leave 
te  fit  a  Rain  : 
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Ordered,  That  the  report  be  taken  into   condderatlon  to-morrow, 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  continue  to  fit  on  the  bufinefs. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hofmer  have  leave  of  abfence. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  September    11,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  M'Kinly,  Efq;  and  an  extraft  from 
the  minutes  of  the  privy-council  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  were  i-ead* 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiflioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  col.  Nicola's  regi- 
ment of  invalids,  their  pay  from  the  month  of  July  laft,  and  fubfiftence 
in  lieu  of  rations  for  the  officers  for  the  fame  time,  940-|5-  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Fitzfimons,  his  pay  as  commiffioner 
of  claims,  from  April  12th  to  Auguft  27th,  1777,  548  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Dodd,  for  his  fervice  as  exprefs-rider, 
from  061.  3d,  1776,  to  Oft.  3  1ft,  1777,  as  more  fully  appears  by  a  par- 
ticular ftate,  filed  with  his  account,  a  balance  of  370|^^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Monf.  Lotbinier,  his   pay  and  fubfif- 
tence  as  chaplain  to  col.  Livingfton's  regiment,  from  the  11th  of  Au- 
guft to  the  10th  of  September,  inclulive,  60  dollars  : 
.  Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  20,000 
dollars,  and  an  other  on  William  Armiftead,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  for  30,000  dollars,  in  fa- 
vour of  col.  Baylor,  being  for  the  purchafe  of  arms,  horfes  and  accoutre- 
ments for  the  ufe  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States;  for  which  fums, 
amounting  to  50,000  dollars,  the  faid  col.  Baylor  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  John  Cox, 
affiftant  quarter-mafter-general,  for  3,500,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  quarcer-mafter-general's  department,  and  for  which  major-general 
Greene,  quarter-mafter-general,  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  3,000,000  dollars,  in  fa- 
vour of  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  Efq;  commiffary-general  of  purchafes, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Hewes, 
for  1000  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  John  AIhe,  Efq; 
treafurer  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  in  favour  of  John  Eafton,  dated. 
May  9,  1777,  for  that  fum,  being  in  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  here- 
tofore granted  by  Congrefs  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  and  for  which  the 
laid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Hewes, 
for  667-11  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Richard  Cafwell,  Efq; 
governor  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Leech,  Efq; 
for  that  fum,  dated  June  19th,  1777,  expreffed  to  be  for  value  recei- 
ved of  him  in  part  of  the  expenfe  of  horfes,  carriages  and  other,  necef* 
faries  furniflied  brigadier  du  Portail,  under  the  character  of  col.  d'Er- 
ford  and  his  party,  to   enable   them  to    profectite  their  journey   from 
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North-Carolina   to  the  continental  Congrefs  ;  and  for  which  the  faid 
brigadier  du  Portail  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  Iffue  on  the  trealurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  E,  Gerry,  one 
of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  1200  dollars, 
advanced  upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Resolved  unanimouslv,  That  it  is  effential  to  the  intereft  and  honor 
of  thefe  United  States,  that  a  minifter  plenipotentiary  be,  without  de- 
lay, appointed  to  reprefent  thefe  ftates  at  the  court  of  France. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  eleiSling  a 
minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France. 

Congrefs  took  into  conftderation  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  from  col.  HoUingfworth,  and  a  memorial  from  col.  E.  Blaine, 
and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  Congrefs,  by  their  refolution  of  the  13th  of  Jan.  made  a 
requifttion  to  gen.  fir  William  Howe,  then  commander  in  chief  of  his 
Britannick  majefty's  forces  in  America,  for  palTports  to  American  veffeli 
to  tranfport  provifions  and  fuel  for  the  ufe  of  the  prifoners  of  the  con- 
vention at  Bofton,  declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  that,  if  the  faid  requi- 
fition  was  not  complied  with,  the  prifoners  under  the  convention  fliould 
be  removed  to  fuch  part  of  the  ftate  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  as  they  could 
be  moft  conveniently  fubfifted  in  ;  which  requifition  hath  not  been  com- 
plied with,  nor  meafures  adopted  on  the  part  of  the  Britilli  general,  to 
fend  timely  and  fufficient  fupplies  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  troops  ;  where- 
by great  injury  has  been  fuftained  by  the  United  States  ;  and  particu- 
larly by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton  : 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Heath,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
council  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  be  authorized  to  remove 
the  prifoners,  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  to  fuch  parts  of  the 
ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  as  they  canbe  moftconveniently  fubfifted  in. 
Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  fir  Henry  Clinton  for  palT- 
ports to  American  veffels  to  tranfport  provifions  and  fuel  to  Bofton 
for  the  ufe  of  the  prifoners  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ;  the 
faid  paffports  to  be  fubjeft  to  fuch  reftriftions  as  fliall  be  agreed  on 
between  the  generals  Waftiington  and  fir  Henry  Clinton  ;  and  that 
gen.  Wafhington  be  direfted  to  inform  gen.  Clinton,  that  if  fuch  paff- 
ports be  not  granted,  within  three  days  after  application  made,  or  mea- 
fures adopted  by  him  for  fending  to  the  port  of  Bofton  ample  fupplies 
of  provifion  and  fuel  for  the  convention-prifoners,  on  or  before  the 
5th  day  of  Oft.  Congrefs  will  deem  themfelves  juftified  in  removing 
the  faid  prifoners  to  fuch  parts  of  the  United  States  as  they  can  be 
beft  fubfifted  in. 

Ordered,  That  certified  copies  of  this  refolution,  and  of  the  refolu- 
tion of  the  13th  of  Jan.  laft,  and  of  the  4th  inft.  relative  to  the  troops 
of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  be  tranfmiited  to  gen.  Clinton. 

Resolved,  That  the  meafures  recommended  by  gen.  Wafhington, 
.  of  forming  magazines  at  convenient  places,  diftant  from  the  found,  in 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Connefticut,  is  expedient: 

That  gen.  Wafliington  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  have  given  or- 
ders for  the  purchafe  of  20,000  barrels  of  flour,  to  be  tranfported  by 
water  for  that  purpofe ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  and  diredted  to  fix 
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on  the  places  where  the  faid  magazines  fhall  be  eftablifhed,  and  to  give 
the  neceffary  orders  to  the  quarter-mafter-general  and  commiffary-ge- 
neral  for  carrying  this  refolution  into  execution. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  whether  a  confiderable  part  of  the  cavalry  now  in  the  army  can, 
in  the  prefent  feat  of  the  war,  be  employed  with  an  utility  adequate 
to  the  great  expenfe  and  difficulty  which  occur  in  fupplying-  them 
with  forage  ;  and  if  he  fhall  be  of  opinion  that  the  duty  of  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  them  may  be  difpenfed  with  at  camp,  that  he  be  direc- 
ted to  order  fuch  of  the  cavalry  as  he  fhall  deem  proper  to  fuch  parts 
of  thefe  ftates  as  they  can  be  beft  fubfifted  in  : 

That  all  officers  of  the  army,  not  authorized  by  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs,  or  by  the  fpecial  permiffion  of  the  commander  in  chief,  to 
keep  horles,  be  prohibited,  though  at  their  own  expenfe,  from  keeping 
any  horfe  or  horfes  within  40  miles  of  the  main-body  of  the  army,  and 
that  gen.  Walhington  be  defired  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  fee  this 
order  carried  into  ftrict  execution,  and  to  bring  to  trial  all  offenders 
againft  it. 

Whereas  Congrefs  have  received  information  that  feveral  perfons 
in  the  ftate  of  Maryland  have  eluded  the  embargo  on  provifions,  by 
loading  ftores  on  board  veffels,  and  obtaining  a  clearance  on  tobacco  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland  to  take  meafures  for  preventing  the  em- 
bargo being  eluded,  by  this  and  fuch  other  praftices,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Congrefs,  are  highly  injurious  to  the  general  welfare. 

The  delegates  from  Delaware  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
8th,  from  Cxfar  Rodney,  Efq;  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  relative  to  a  complaint  againft  count  Pulalki  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  dire6led  to 
enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  legion  commanded  by  count  Pulafki. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed, in  conjuvStion  with  a  committee  of  the  council  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  to  afcertain  the  property  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  in 
poirellion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  the  time  it 
was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  capt.  Karper,  and,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 
Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sa-TurdaT^  September    12,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Refolve  Smith,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prep;'re 
a  man'ifefto  on  the  injurious  treatment  our  prifoners  and  faithful  citi- 
zens receive  from   the  enemy,  and  that  the  committee  be  diredled  to 
confer  with  Mr.  R.  Smith,  and  report  refpecling  him.. 
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Resolved.)  That  Mr.  Drayton  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  confev  with  maior-general  Arnold  : 

That  Mr.  Chai'e  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  minifter  ot  France. 

A  letter,  of"  the  2d,  from  major-general  Heath,  at  Bofton,  was  read, 
informing- of  the  enemy's  fleet  appearing  off  that  harbour. 

On  motion,  Resolved.)  That  capt.  Nathaniel  Falconer  be  appointed 
a  fuperintendant  of  the  preffes  for  ftriking  bills  of  credit,  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  loan-office  certificates,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  elected. 
The  committee  on  the  letter  from  col.  Hollingfworth,  and  the  me- 
morial from  col.  E.  Blaine,  brought  in  a  further  report ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  be  direAed  to  order  the 
commiffary  of  forage  to  give  immediate  directions  to  his  deputies  and 
affiftants  not  to  purchafe  any  wheat  for  forage,  except  in  the  vicinity 
of  camp,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceffity  ;  and  when  fuch  cafes 
arife,  that  the  reafons  for  deviating  from  this  order  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  commiffary  of  forage,  and  by  him  fubmitted  to  the  opinion  of  the 
quarter-mafter-general. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  be  directed  to 
give  orders  to  his  deputies  and  affiftants,  forthwith  to  deliver  to  the 
commiffary  of  forage  and  his  deputies,  the  bad  wheat  and  offals  of 
wheat,  which  they  at  prefent  have,  or  may  hereafter  have  in  their  re- 
fpeiflive  poffeffions  ;  and  further,  that  the  faid  commiffary-general  iffue 
orders  to  the  purchafers  to  be  careful  not  to  purchafe  in  future,  da- 
maged wheat,  as  the  fame  is  found  by  experience  extremely  injurious, 
even  for  the  purpofes  of  forage. 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  be  direfted  to  confult 
with  the  commander  in  chief,  whether  a  reduclion  of  the  ftationary- 
teams  cannot  be  made  confiftently  with  the  good  of  the  fervice,  or  whe- 
ther ox-teams  cannot  in  the  prefent  feat  of  the  war  be  fubftituted  in  a 
great  meafure  for  horfe-teams  ;  and  if  gen.  Waftiington  fhall  be  of 
opinion  that  both  or  either  of  thefe  meafures  are  advifeable,  that  the 
quarter-mafter-general  take  meaiures  for  carrying-  the  fame  into  exe- 
cution, in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  be  deemed  moft  confiftent  with  the 
good  of  the  army  and  a  regard  to  public  (economy. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  being  read,  on  a  letter  of  the  '2d, 
from  major-general  Sullivan  : 

Resolved,  That  the  governments  of  the  ftates  of  Connedticut,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay  and  N.  Hampftiire,  be  requefted,  on  the  application  of 
major-general  Sullivan,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  legiflature  or  coun- 
cil of  war  of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  to  call  out  of 
their  refpeflive  ftates  fuch  number  of  militia  as  he  fhall  require,  in 
cafe  of  great  emergency,  to  check  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  or  to  re- 
pel any  invafion  they  may  attempt  in  any  of  the  eaftern-ftates. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ift'ue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  A. 
Adams,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Connecfticut,  for  1600 
dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to 
be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jonathan  El- 
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mer,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  {late  of  N.  Jerfey,  for  5000  dollars  ; 
for  which  the  laid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  capt.  Harper,  and  afcer  after  fome  time  fpeiit 
thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,    September    14,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  James  Johnftone,  was  read,  returning 
thanks  for  the  honour  done  him  in  appointing  him  an  auditor  of  ac- 
counts in  the  army  ;  alfo  one  of  the  fame  day,  from  Meffrs.  Clarke  15* 
Johnftone,  auditors,  was  i-ead. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier  Wayne,  and  one  of  the  7th,  from 
the  field-officers  of  the  1ft  Pennfylvania  regiment,  were  read,  requef-. 
ting  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Blackwell,  chaplain  of  the  firft  Penn- 
fylvania brigade,  may  be  continued  furgeon  of  the  regiment  aforefaid  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  baron  d'Arendt,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Mr,  S.  Deane,  was  read. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  France,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter 
of  credence  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  notifying  the  appointment 
of  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  thefe  United  States  at 
the  court  of  France  : 

That  the  faid  committee  alfo  prepare  a  draught  of  inftruiSlions  to 
the  minifter  plenipotentiary  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  credence,  received  through  the  hands 
of  the  minifter  of  France  and  the  count  d'Eftaing,  be  referred  to  the 
faid  committee. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  and, 
^fter  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Ordered)  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  col.  Beatty,  commiffary  of  prifoners, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  John  Connol- 
ly, be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  what  relates  to  the  ex- 
change of  French  prifoners,  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  col.  Wadfworth,  at  Baltimore,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from 
col.  Plollingfworth  and  memorial  of  col.  Blaine. 

The  marine-committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the  2d,  from 
J.  Bradford,  which  v/as  read,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  the  brip;  ge- 
neral Gates  and   hen  two  prizes,   and  of  the  death   of  capt.   Skinner, 
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commander  of  the  general  Gates,  who  was  killed  in  an  engagement 
with  the  Montague,  and  has  left  a  widow  with  eleven  children,  only 
two  of  whom  are  able  to  provide  for  themfelves  : 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that 
they  be  diredled  to  report  what  provifion,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be 
made  for  the  widow  and  children  of  capt.  Skinner. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  1  1th,  from  John 
M'Kinly,  Efq;  late  prefident  of  the  (late  of  Delaware,  foliciting  to  be 
exchanged  for  William  Franklin,  Efq;  and  the  minutes  of  the  privy- 
council  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  :   whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  to  refolve, 

That  Congrefs  confent  to  the  exchange  of  William  Franklin,  Efq; 
late  governor  of  N.  Jerfey,  for  John  M'Kinly,  Efq;  late  prefident  of 
the  ftate  of  Delav/are,  agreeably  to  the  propofition  of  gen.  fir  Henry 
Clinton  : 

In  lieu  of  which  the  following  refolution  was  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, viz. 

Whereas  Hugh  Wallace,  Efq;  one  of  the  council  under  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain,  of  the  late  colony,  now  ftate,  of  N.York,  was,  amongft 
other  perfons  In  the  faid  ftate,  difafFected  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
made  prifoner  by  gen.  Wafliington,  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
of  the  Uffilted  States,  with  the  cencurrence  of  the  legiflature  of  the 
fiate  of  N.  York,  and  fent  under  parole  into  the  ftate  of  Connedlicut  : 
and,  whereas,  the  faid  Hugh  Wallace  having  been  permitted  by  his 
exc-ellency  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Efq;  governor  of  the  ftate  of  Connec- 
ticut, to  go  into  the  city  of  N.  York  on  parole,  to  return  when  de- 
manded by  him  or  gen.  Waftiington,  has,  on  a  requifition  made  by 
gen»  Wafliington  to  the  faid  Hugh  Wallace  to  return  and  furrender 
himfelf  agreeably  to  his  parole,  refufed  to  comply  with  the  fame,  and 
has  been  countenanced  in  fuch  refufal  by  the  officer  commanding  in  N. 
York.  Inafmuch,  therefore,  as  it  is  effentially  neceffary  to  the  profe- 
cution  of  this  war  upon  equal  principles,  that  meafures  fliould  be  adop- 
ted for  compelling  perfons,  who  are  prlfoners  under  parole  within  the 
lines  of  the  enemy,  and  who  refufe  to  return,  to  abide  by  thofe  princi- 
ples of  good  faith  and  perfonal  honour,  which  are  to  be  obferved  by 
thofe  who  are  permitted  to  return  on  their  parole  within  the  American 
lines  :  Refolved,  that  John  M'Kinly,  Efq;  late  prefident  of  the  ftate 
of  Delaware,  Avho  has  been  made  prifoner  by  the  Britlfli  forces,  and 
who  has  been  permitted  to  return  on  parole  within  the  American  lines, 
in.  order  to  folicit  an  exchange  for  "William  Franklin,  Efq;  late  gover- 
nor of  N.  Jerfey,  be  not  permitted  to  return  within  the  Britifii  lines, 
in  order  to  furrender  himfelf  on  his  parole,  till  fuch  time  as  the  faid 
Hugh  Wallace,  Efq;  lliall  furrender  himfelf  on  his  parole  to  general 
Wafliington,  or  be  exchanged  for  the  faid  John  M'Kinly,  Efq;  and 
all  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  ordered  not  to 
iufier  the  faid  John  M'Kinly  to  pafs  within  the  enemy's  lines. 

On  which  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.Duer^ 


Heiv-Ha  mpsh  ire, 

Mr. 

Bartlett, 

ay  )>ay 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

S.  Adams f 

KC"^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

Lovell, 

no  1 

no  r 

Mr. 

Hoi  ten, 

no^ 
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•ny 
no 
ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 
ay 


>720 


Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Marchant, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Neiv-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis,  ^ 

Mr.   Buer,  --  (  "-^ 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.   Roberdemi, 

Mr.   Clingan, 
Delaware,  Mr.  M'-Kean, 

Mr.    Vandyke, 
Maryland,  Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.   i?.  if.  Lee, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett,  no  "^  ay 

Mr.   Williams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.   Matthenus, 
Georgia,  Mr.   Walton, 

Mr.   Telfair, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  being  then  divided,  and,  the  yeas  and  nays  requir- 
ed by  Mr.  Duer,  on  the  claufe  refpeding  the  exchange  of  W.  Frank- 
lin, 


ay^ 
no  ray 

ay  J 

«o  /■  no 

no  J 


Neio-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Barllett, 
S.  Adams, 

<iy  yay 

<^f 
ay 

ay^y 
ay^ 
ay  yay 

Mr. 
Mr, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holte7i, 

Rhode^Island, 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

A.  Adams, 

ay  \.ay 

New-York, 

Mr. 

Lewis, 

no' 

Mr. 

Duer, 

no  K  no 

Mr. 

G.  Morris, 

iy  J 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

R.  Morris, 

^jI 

Mr. 

Roberdeau, 

no  y  ay 

Mr. 

CI  in  c^  an. 

'WJ 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

M'-Kean, 

^y  i  ^, 

Maryland, 
Virginia^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Vandyke, 

Plater, 

Forbes, 

Henry, 

Harvie, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

>  aj 

ay^    ^ 

ayS-ay 
ay  Vay 

Mr, 

Grif.n, 

^y} 

oS8 
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Nortb-Carolina^ 


South-Carolina^ 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  D  raj  ton, 

Mr.  Mattbetvs, 

Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Languwrthy, 

So  it  "was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  in  the  lecond  claufe  to  ftrike  out  the  words 
"  John  M'Kinly,  Efq;"  to  the  end  of  the  fentence,  and  infert  "  bri- 
gadier W.   Thompfon  ;" 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


.no 


710  I 

no] 
no  ^no 
no  Lno 


10  K.n 
10  Ln 
«>? 

710  C 

} 


divided. 


Mr.  Bartlett,  no  ^no 

Mr.  S.  Adams,         no~^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  7io 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Blarchant, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  i?.   Morris, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  i?.  if.  Lee, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.  P<?n72, 

Mr.  Harnett,  ay  V<^y 

Mr.  Williams', 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  ^ciy 

Mr.  Mattbetvs, 

Mr.  rra/^.n,  "'^  O/,/,/,^. 

Mr.  Langtvortby,     ay  "^ 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  the  latter  claufe, 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Wafiungton,  enclofing  a  copy  of 
one  of  the  10th,  from  gen.  Sullivan,  was  read. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuF.SDA2-^  September    15,    1778. 
Ordered,  That  the  copy  of  gen.  Sullivan's  leter  of  the  10th,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 


Ne'T.v-Hampsbire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-Tor  k, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delatvare, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


710 

ay 
no 

710 

no 

710 

ay 

110 

ay 

710 

aj 
aj 
ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
ay 
no 
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The  report  of  the  committee  on  gen.  WaQiington's  letter,  relative 
to  baron  Steuben,  which  was  referred  to  gen.  Wafhington,  being  re- 
turned with  the  general's  obiervations  thereon,  the  fame  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  report  and  obfervations  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangement,  and  that  they  be  diredled  to  prepare  a  plan  of 
regulations  for  the  infpeftorfhip,  agreeable  to  the  faid  report  and  ob- 
fervations. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Woodbridge  was  read. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Klein,  was  read,  returning  thanks 
for  the  honour  done  him  in  appointing  him  to  the  command  of  the 
German  Velunteers. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  baron  d'Arendt,  was  read,  taking  leave  of 
Congrefs. 

A  petition  of  Catharine  Pennington,  relift  and  adminiftratrix  of  Miles 
Pennington,  captain  of  marines  on  board  the  fliip  Reprifal,  was  read  : 

Ordej-ed^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read. 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Ordered.)  That  the  marine-committee  lay  before  Congrefs,  this  af- 
ternoon, a  lift  of  the  captains  and  lieutenants  of  the  continental  navy, 
and  of  the  fliips  and  veffels  to  which  fuch  are  employed  are  affixed. 

Another  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  with  a  report 
of  a  board  of  general-officers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  minifter  of  France. 

Three  o'clock,   P.  M. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  treafury,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  report  as  relate  to  a  confede- 
ral fund,  and  to  the  mode  of  ifTuing  and  accounting  for  loan-office 
certificates,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  A.  Adams. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  amend  the  report,  fo  that  there  fliall  be  but 
one  chamber  of  accounts  : 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams,  ajT^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  no  ! 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  rV> 

Mr.  Holten,  ay} 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  3Iarchant,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  A.  Adams,  ay  ^ay 

New-Tork,  Mr.   Lewis,  ay')    ,.    .j, 

A/r       n  C  divided, 

i.  Mr.  Duer,  no^ 

NcvD-yersey,     ''*'  Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  ^ay 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  no  > 

Mr.  Reed,  noS'"^ 

Delarvare,  Mr.  Vandyke,  ay  ^ay 

3'Iaryland,  Mr.  Plater,  no~ 

Mr.  Forbes,  ay 

Mr,  Henry,  no 
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Virginia,  Mr.  Jlarvic, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

N'ortb-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  rcZ/fl/r, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affinnative. 

Resolved,  That  the  chamber  confift  of  three. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  prefident  of 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  directed  to  the  delegates  of  the  faid  ftate, 
brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  John  Hooper  and  James  Murray,  two  foldiers  of 
gen.  Palafki's  legion,  have  been  charged  with  committing  a  robbery 
on  the  property  of  James  Chandler,  a  citizen  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware, 
be  fent,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  Wilmington,  in  the  faid  ftate,  there 
to  be  delivered  to  John  Lea,  Efq;  or  any  other  magiftrate,  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  law  ;  and  that  brigadier- general  Pulafki  give  orders 
for  carrying  the  fame  into  effeft. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
■  iiiiiii  'T'  iirriiii'ii 
WEDNESDAr,  September  16,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Jofeph  Nourfe,  was  read,  renewing  his 
application  for  leave  to  refign  his  office  of  fecretary  to  the  board  of 
ordnance  and  treafurer  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and  fignify- 
ing  the  neceffity  he  is  under  of  going  to  Virginia  in  three  weeks  : 
whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Wednefday,  the  23d  inft.  be  affigned  for  elecling  a 
fecretary  for  the  board  of  ordnance  and  treafurer  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  and  that  Mr.  Nourfe  have  leave  to  refign. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  three  officers  of  the  Mermaid,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  19th,  from  the  council  of  N.  Hampffiire,  was 
read,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  relative  to  the  conduit  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  N.  Hampfhire  Grants,  ftiling  themfelves  "  the  ftate  of 
Vermont  :" 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  on  Friday  next,  in  the  afternoon,  Congrefs  be  re- 
foTvedinto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  foregoing  papers 
and  other  papers  heretofore  received  relative  to. the  conduct  of  the  faid 
inhabitants. 

A  letter,  of  Jf.ly  31ft,  and  one  of  Sept.  3d,  from  the  council  of 
?vIaflrachufetts-Bay,  were  read,  relative  to  the  refolution  of  April  8th, 
1777,  recommending  the  erefting  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  ma- 
jor-general Vv^arren  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  R. 
H.   Lee. 
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Ordered^  That  the  committee  be  inftrufted  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  other  relolutions  of  Congrefs,  fimilar  to  that  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  letters,  and  report  on  them  alio. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  James  Warren,  Efq;  member  of  the  navy- 
board,  at  Bofton,  direded  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  was  read, 
informing  of  the  arrival  of  56  bales  of  blankets,  on  board  the  fchooner 
Tabby  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  12th,  from 
gen.  Wa(hington,  with  the  report  of  the  board  of  general-officers, 
brought  in  a  report. 

Congrefs  refumed  tlie  confideration  of  the  letter  of  the  1 1th,  from 
Mr.  Deane  ;  whereupon,  a  motion  was  made, 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  directed  to  attend  Congrefs  on  Friday  morning 
next,  to  anfv/er  fuch  queftions  as  the  members  may  propofe  to  him, 
for  the  better  underftanding  of  the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  public  affairs 
during  his  miflion  in  France. 

An  amendment  was  moved  to  ftrike  out"  members,"  and  infert  the 
word  "  houfe  ;" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chafe, 

New-Hampshire,         Mr.  Bartlett,  ay  Sxsv 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams,         nd^ 

Mr.  Gerry,      excused, 

not   being    present   at 

the   debate, 

Mr.  Lovtll,  no 

Mr.   Holten,  no 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marchant,        no' 

New-Tork,  Mr.   Lewis,  ay' 


y>no 


Mr.  Buer, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

NeiL'-Jersey,  Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Delaware,  Mr.  Vandyke, 

Maryland^  Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Platei; 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Georgia,  Mr.  V/alton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


divided, 
divided. 


ay 


ay 


■  ay 


^y 
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Qneftion  put  on  the  motion  as  amended, 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat^  September    17,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  Mr.  Reed,  one  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement, was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  Charles  Bradifii,  and  one  of  the  16th, 
from  J.  Stoddart,  officers  of  the  Mermaid,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That   they  be  referred  to    the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  James  Caldwell,  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  1,000,000  of  dollars  be  advanced  to  gen.  Mifflin, 
late  quarter-mafter-general,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  ;  a-nd 
that  he  be  directed  to  render  an  account  of  all  fuch  fums  as  are  now 
due  from  the  late  quarter-mafter-general,  in  order  to  their  being  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  treafury. 

On  motion.  Resolved.^  That  the  refolution  fixing  the  number  of  the 
chamber  of  accounts  be  re-confidered. 

Resolved,  That  the  report,  with  the  amendment  made,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  G. 
Morris,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  count  Pulafki,   was  read. 

Ordered,  That  an  extrad  of  the  letter  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Wafii- 
ington,  relative  to  fending  forward  to  the  army  the  confederal  troops 
in  Philadelphia,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  count  Pulafki  be  ordered  to  march  with 
his  legion  to  Trenton,  without  delay,  there  to  receive  the  further  or- 
ders of  the  commander  in  chief, 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  treafury  of  the  10th  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  48,000  dollars,  the  refidue  of  a  warrant  for  300,000 
dollars,  iffued  the  12th  day  of  Feb.  laft,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of 
the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  be  now  paid  to  the  faid  delegates,  to  be  by 
them  tranfmitted  to  the  prefident  and  council  of  the  faid  ftate,  which 
is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  de- 
legates of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania, for  52,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them 
tranfmitted  to  the  prefident  and  council  of  that  ftate  ;  for  which  the 
faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Hartman,  for  entertaining  four  Indians 
at  Reading,  about  fix  weeks,  by  order  of  tlie  hon.  John  Hancock,  Efq; 
the  fum  of  307-^  dollars  : 
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That  there  is  due  to  Francis  Johnftone,  for  trail flating  a  French 
letter  into  EngliQi,  by  order  of  the  preiident  of  Congrefs,  the  fum  of 
20  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Ifaac  Vanoft,  for  a  log  of  lignum  vit<e  for 
two  rollers  for  a  rolling-prefs,    120|.^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Francis  Hopkmfon,  Efq;  for  compiling  an 
index  to  the  firll  and  fecond  volumes  of  the  journals  of  Congrefs,  200 
dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  ftims  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  ifl'ue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Thomas 
Franklin,  for  2000  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  of  his  excellency 
Richard  Cafwell,  Efq;  gov.  of  N.  Carolina,  on  the  continental  trea- 
furer  for  that  fum,  in  favour  of  Andrew  Blanchard,  dated  May  1ft, 
1778,  and  exprelTed  to  be  "  on  account  of  tanned  leather,  deer-fkins 
and  (lioes,  purchafed  in  purfuancc  of  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the 
25th  of  Nov.  laft  ;"  for  which  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  is  to  be  accoun- 
table : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  J.  Williams, 
one  of  ti\e  delegates  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  for  500  dollars, 
advanced  on  his  application  ;  the  faid  (late  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a 
warrant  ifl'ue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe,  pay-maf- 
ter  to  the  faid  board,  for  100,000  dollars,  to  anfwer  the  contingent 
charges  thereof;  for  which  the  faid  Jofeph  Nourfe  is  to  be  accoun- 
table : 

That  a  warrent  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Nourfe, 
pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars, 
to  be  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Benjamin  Stelle,  deputy  pay-mafter  at 
R.  liland  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  order  be  fent  to  Ebenezer  Hancock, 
Efq;  dequty  pay-mafter-general  at  Bofton,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  by  the  auditors  of  the  army,  that  many 
regimental  pay-mafters  have  adopted  the  unwarrantable  pradice  of 
paying  to  the  coramanding-officers  of  companies  agreeably  to  the  re- 
commendations of  the  colonels  or  commanding-officers  of  their  regi- 
ments refpeftivcly,  fuch  fums  of  money  as  the  faid  regimental  pay- 
mafters  have  drawn  for,  but  not  paid  to,  prlfoners,  deferters,  nnd  men 
who  have  died  in  the  fervice  : 

Resolved,  That,  until  the  fums  of  money  fo  paid  by  the  regimental 
pay-mafters  fliall  be  reimburfed  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter  or  deputy  pay-mafters-general,  fuch  commanding-officers  of  re- 
giments fliall  be  accountable  for  the  monies  which  they  have  fo  order- 
ed to  be  paid,  the  commanding-officers  of  companies  for  the  monies 
fo  received,  and  the  regimental  pay-mafters  for  the  moiicV  fo  paid  by 
them  refpectively  ;  and  the  auditors  of  the  arn^y  are  autliorized  and 
direfted  forthwith  to  oblige  the  faid  qfficers  to  account,  a.-ieeably  to 
the  mode  prefcribed  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  6th  of  Fe- 
bruary laft. 

An  account  of  the  monies  exuended  by  the  elothier-gencral  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
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Resolved.)  That  Wednefday  next  be  ailigned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  department  of  the  clothier-general. 

Resolved,  That  on  Saturday  and  Wednefday  Congrefs  meet  at  ten, 
and  iit  till  three  o'clock. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  September  18,    1778, 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Dr.  J»  Morgan,  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  in  purfuance  of 
the  refolutlon  of  Auguft  9th,    1777  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr.  Wither- 
fpoon. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  committee  be  empov/ered  to  fend  for 
perfons  and  papers  : 

Quefiiion  put,  palTed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  letter  and  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
faid  committee. 

A  letter,  of  July  1 4th,  from  John  Sandford  Dart,  deputy  clothier- 
general  in  S.  Carolina,  with  two  invoices  enclofed,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

The  committee  of  commerce  report,  that  there  is  now  on  board  the 
brig  Braxton,  1 17  hogflieads  of  tobacco,  iliipped  on  freight  for  account 
and  rifque  of  the  United  States  :  that  the  faid  tobacco  hath  been  fi)ip- 
ped  upwards  of  a  year,  and  that  the  veffel  was  detained  by  the  Britifli 
frigates  the  greatcft  part  of  that  time,  and  the  reft  by  means  firft  of 
fpringing  a  leak,  and  fecondly,  by  a  ftroke  of  lightning,  which  difmaf- 
ted  and  difabled  the  vefTel  from  proceeding  :  that  the  continent  is  lia- 
ble to  make  good  the  damages  as  infurers,  and  to  pay  a  heavy  demur- 
rage as  freighters  :  that  the  ov/ners  of  faid  brig  being  offered  a  price 
for  this  vefTel  and  cargo  as  fhe  lies,  which  they  think  will  make  them 
compenfation,  offer  todifcharge  the  continent  from  the  charter,  pro- 
vided the  committee  fell  them  the  1 17  hogflieads  of  tobacco  on  board 
the  faid  brig,  at  five  pounds  Virginia  money  per  cent,  which  the  com- 
mittee think  advifeable  :   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  authorized  to  make 
fale  of  the  1 17  hogfheads  of  tobacco  on  board  the  brig  Braxton,  to  the 
owners  of  the  faid  brig,  on  the  terms  propofed  in  the  above  report, 
and  to  receive  payment  for  the  fame,  on  account  of  the  United  States  ; 
f (  r  which  the  faid  committee  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Bechet  de  Roche  Fontaine  be  appointed  a 
captain  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  that  his  commifiion  be  dated  the 
J  5  th  day  of  May  laft. 

Tvree  o'clock,  P.   M. 
A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  J.  Beatty,  commiiTary-general  ofprifon- 
ers,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,   was  read  : 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  Mar- 
chant. 
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A  letter,  of  July  8th,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  the  ftate  of  New-Yorlr, 
was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  the  hon.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  Efq;  of  the  6th,  I5th,  and  31ft  of  Jan.  1778,  and  the  let- 
ter of  Jan.  16th,  1778,  from  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Silas 
Dcane,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

A  meml)er  in  his  place  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  information 
that  Mr.  Garmichael  had  charged  Mr.  Deane  with  niifapplication  of 
the  public  money,   8cc. 

Being  called  upon  to  reduce  this  information  to  writing,  he  delivered 
in   a  writing  which  was  read. 

Ordd}-'jd,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,  September  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  John  Connolly,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the 
15th,  from  Mr.  John  Beatty. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  Laneuvllle,  v>'as  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James 
Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideratlon  the  affairs  of  the  treafury  and 
finance  ;  whereupon  the  committee  on  finance  having  made  report,  the 
fame  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  60  copies  of  the  faid  report  be  printed  for  the  ufe 
of  the  members,  and  that  the  printer  be  under  an  oath  not  to  divulge 
any  part  of  the  faid  report,  nor  to  ftrike  off  niore  than  60  copies,  and 
to  deliver  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  the  faid  copies,  together  witli 
the  proofs  and  unfiniflied  fheets. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  houfe  be  enjoined  not  to  com- 
municate the  report  or  any  part  of  it  without  leave  of  the  houfe. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  with  a  letter 
of  the  17th,  from  T.  Bradford,  deputy  commiffary  ofprifoners  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  Mr.  Bradford's  letter  as  relates  to  pr!- 
foners  taken  at  fea,  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  as  relates  to  Mr.  Franks's  refufal 
to  fupply  Britifli  prlfoners  with  wood  or  necefTary  clothing,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  ref^^efting  the  mode  of 
fupplying  ourorifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  from  time  to  time, 
with  money  : 

Ordered,  That    the    confiJeration    thereof  be    poRponed. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  the  letters  which  he  had  received 
fome  time  ago,  and  of  which  he  informed  Congrefs  upon  the  receipt 
thereof  and  afterwards,  when  he  defired  toknow  the  fen fe  of  the  houfe 
concerning  them,  as  fome  oF  them  were  not  dire<flcd  to  him  as  prefi- 
dent, but  as  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  and  all  contained  matters 
of  private  as  well  as  public  nature,  and  of  which  Congrefs  declined  to 
receive  extrafts  : 
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Ordered,  That  they  be  read. 
The  fame  was  read,   and  are  as  follows  : 
A  letter,  of  November  24th,    1777,  from  A.  Izard  : 
One  of  Feb.  1 6th,   1778,  from  the  hon.  R.  Izard,  Efq;  enclofing  a 
copy  of  his  letter  of  Jan.   28th,  to   Dr.  Franklin,   Dr.  Franklin's  an- 
fwer  of  the  29th,   and  his  reply  of  the  30th  of  the  fame  month  ; 

A  letter,  of  March  1ft,  1778,  and  one  of  April  11th,  1778,  from 
the  fame  :  ^» 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT^  September  21,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  the  ftate  of  New-York, 
■with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read. 

Another  letter  of  the  9th,  from  the  fame  was  read,  intimating  a  de- 
fire  to  be  informed  of  the  fentiments  of  Congrefs  refpecling  his  con- 
dudl  as  commander  of  the  forts  on  the  banks  of  Hiidfon's-river,  which 
were  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  defiring  to  be  furniflied  with  certified 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  court  of  enquiry,   8cc. 

Ordered,  That  gov.  Clinton  be  furnifhed  with  copies  of  the  papers 
defired,  and  that  the  prefident  inform  him  that  Congrefs  are  well  fatis- 
fied  of  the  propriety  of  his  condud  as  commander  of  the  forts  on  Hud- 
fmi's-river. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

A  letter,  of  the  19  th,  from  colonel  Kowats,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  James  Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general, 
•was  read,requefting  the  favour  of  Congrefs  to  choofe,  as  foon  as  they 
conveniently  can,  fome  fuitable  pcrfon  in  his  fteadfor  that  oftice  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  till  the  affairs  of  the  clothier's-depart- 
ment  are  taken  into  confideration. 

A  delegate  from  Maryland  read  in  his  place,  an  extracl  of  a  letter 
from  the  governor  of  that  ftate,  refpecling  the  meafures  taken,  or  to 
be  taken,  for  clothing  the  continental  troops,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
that  ftate,  alfo  a  delegate  from  Pennfylvania  laid  before  Congrefs  an 
extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  general  alTembly  of  that  ftate,  defiring 
to  be  informed  "  whether  Congrefs  have  on  hand  a  fufiicient  quantity 
of  clothing  for  the  troops  for  the  enfuing  winter  ;"  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  lay  Isefore  Congrefs  an  account  of 
the  clothing  on  hand,  and  the  meafures  by  them  taken  for  fupplying  the 
continental  troops  the  enfuing  winter. 

In  purfuance  of  a  recommendation  by  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Armitage  be  appointed  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  making  of  pnper  for  loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of  ex- 
change. 

The  committee  to  whom  \-]?.%  referred  the  letter  of  June  23d,  from 
major-general  Hove,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  fame  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  iirue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jofeph 
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Clay,  Efq;  deputy  pay-niafler-g-eneral  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  for 
1,000,000  of  dollars,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftabllfliing  a  military-cheft  in 
the  faid  ftate,  and  that  it  be  forthwith  tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  board 
of  war  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  fo  much  of  gen.  Howe's  letter,  as  relates  to  what 
fhare  of  the  prizes  taken  by  continental  troops  may  belong  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  faid  troops,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Application  being  made  by  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina  for  an 
advance  of  50,000  dollars,  for  the  faid  ftate  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  the  board  of  war  do  appoint  a  fuitable 
perfon  to  proceed  immediately  to  Trenton,  or  wherever  the  legion  un- 
der the  command  of  count  Pulaflci  may  be,  and  caufe  the  faid  legion  to 
be  muftered,  feleding  fuch  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  as 
iliall,  upon  due  enquiry,  be  found  to  have  been  prifoners  or  deferters 
from  the  enemy  ;  that  fuch  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  be 
not  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  a.rmy,  but  return  to  Philadelphia,  and 
there  deliver  up  their  horfes,  arms  and  accoutrements  to  the  quarter- 
mafter-general  and  commift'ary  of  military-ftores,  the  men  to  be  difpo- 
fed  oi  as  Congrefs  may  hereafter  dire£l  : 

On  motion,  that  the  confideration  thereof  be  po  ftponed, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Reed, 

New-Hampshire^  Mr.  Bartlett, 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.^^".  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerrj, 

Mr.  Hplte7i, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr,   Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.   Witherspoon,   no  ^no 

Mr.   Roberdeau,       no' 

Mr.   Heed,  no 

Mr.  Clijigan,  no 

Mr.   Chase,  aj' 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
Netv-York, 

Neiv-Jersej, 
Pennsylvania, 


divided. 


Maryland, 


Mr. 

Plater,  excused 

Mr. 

Henry,               no 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Harvie,             ay 

Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee,      ay 

Mr. 

Griffin,               no 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Penn,                 no 

Mr. 

Harnett,           no 

Mr. 

Williams,         no 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens,           no 

Mr. 

Drayton,          no 

Georgia, 

Mr. 

Telfair,             no 

■  divided. 


■ay 


Mr.  Langivorthy,    no 


^no 


So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

An  amendment  was  then  moved,  and  after  debate, 

Voi..  IV.  E  3 
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Ordered,  That  the  motion  and  amendment  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  and  that  they  be  direfted  to  report  to-morrow  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Witherfpoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Telfair  and  Mr.  Williams  be  added  to  the  com- 
mitttee  on  the  memorial  from  the  marquis  of  Britanny. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate 
of  New-Jerfey,  on  the  libel  "  Timothy  Shalor,  verfus  floop  Speed- 
well," was  lodged  with  the  fecretary,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
appeals. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  September  22,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  19ch,  from  gen.  Cadwallader,  was  read,  exprefling 
the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  by  Congrefs  in  ap- 
pointing him  a  brigadier  with  the  command  of  the  cavalry,  but  in- 
forming them  that  he  cannot  confent  to  enter  into  the  fervice  at  this 
time,  as  the  war  appears  to  him  to  be  near  the  clofe  :   whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Monday,  October  3d,  be  aifigned  for  electing  a  com- 
mander of  the  horfe. 

A  letter,  of  February  25th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  accompanied 
Avith  two  accounts  of  Monf.  le  Grand. 

Whereas  information  hath  been  given  to  Congrefs,  from  which  it 
is  probable  that  William  Carmichael,  Efq;  is  poffeffed  of  a  knovv^ledge 
of  the  conducl  of  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  late  commiffioner  at  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  touching  the  application  of  the  public  monies  of  thefe  Uni- 
ted States,  and  other  matters  relating  to  his  public  characler  : 

EeioI'Bed,  That  the  faid  William  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  this  afternoon,  to  be  examined  in  the  premifes. 

Whereas  certain  diffentions,  detrimental  to  the  public  fervice,  arc 
faid  to  have  exifted  among  the  American  commiffioners  in  Europe  : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  William  Carmichael  be  alfo  examined, 
touching  the  faid  diffentions  and  the  conduCl  of  the  faid  commiffion- 
ers, as  far  as  the  fame  may  have  come  to  his  knowledge. 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  of  the  letter  of  the  hon.  Silas  Deane, 
Efq;  be  poftponed  until  the  examination  of  William  Carmichael,  Efq; 
is  taken,  and  that  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thereof. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  examined  upon  oath  : 
that  Mr.  fecretary  take  down  in  writing,  the  queftions  propounded  and 
the  anfwers  given  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

VvEDNESDAr,  September  23,    1778. 

The  prtTident  having  communicated  fome  intelligence  he  received 
luvl:  night,  relative  to  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  certain  refolu- 
ti  )ns  being  thereupon  moved. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  tea  committee  of  five  : 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  5th,  from  captain  Senf,  direfled  to  his  excellen- 
cy the  prefident  of  South-Carolina,  relative  to  the  colours  of  lieute- 
nant-general Burgoyne's  army,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  22d 
of  November  laft. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  18th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  2d, 
from  J.  Bradford,  report,  that,  upon  enquiry,  they  find  capt.  Skim- 
mer, late  commander  of  the  continental  brig  general  Gates,  to  have 
been  a  brave  and  worthy  officer  ;  that  he  loft  his  life  in  a  fevere  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy,  and  that  he  has  left  a  widow  and  1 1 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  two  young  to  be  capable  of  getting  their 
livelihood  ;  and  therefore  it  is  their  opinion  that,  in  confideration  of 
the  above  circumftances,  the  eaftern  navy-board,  be  direfted  to  fupply 
400  dollars  annually,  in  quarterly  payments,  for  the  fupport  of  captain 
Skimmer's  widow  and  nine  youngeft  children,  and  that  this  provifton 
be  continued  for  three  years  : 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  colonel 
Theodorick  Bland,  for  28,000  dollars,  to  enable  liim  to  complete  the 
purchafe  of  horfcs,  arms  and  accoutrements  for  his  regiment,  and  for 
recruiting  the  fame  ;   the  faid  colonel  Bland  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafur.er  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of 
South-Garolina,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ft.;te,  which  is 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Holten  be  added  to  the  medical-committee. 

Resohed,  That  Mr.  A.  Adams  be  apppointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine-committee, for  the  ftate  of  Connefticut. 

Resohed,  That  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Marchant  be  added  to  the 
committee  for  hearing  and  determining  appeals. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-n-,orrow. 

Thursdat,  September  24,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general, 
was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  gov.  Johnftone,  of  Maryland,  was  read. 

Whereas  Gongrefs  did,  on  the  14th  of  May  laft,  grant  to  Ethan 
Allen  the  rank  of  colonel  by  brevet  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  reward  of  liis  fortitude,  firmnefs  and  zeal  in  the  caufe 
of  his  country,  manifefted  during  the  courfe  cf  his  long  and  cruel  cap- 
tivity, as  well  as  on  former  occafions  ;  and,  Avhereas,  on  the  1 6th 
day  of  the  fame  month,  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  lieuten,ant-co- 
lonel  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates  were  granted  to  the  faid  E.  Allen, 
during  the  time  of  his  late  captivity  ;  and  whereas,  it  is  reprefented 
to  Gongrefs,  that  colonel  E.  Allen's  circumftances  have  been  greatly 
reduced  'by  ^^is  late  long  and  cruel  confinement,  and  his  brevet  com- 
mifuon  does  not  entitle  him  to  pay  : 

Resolved,  Tiiat   75   dollars  per   month   be    allowed    to  toloncl    E. 
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Allen,  from  the  date  of  his  brevet,  during  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs, 
or  until  he  Ihall  be  called  into  adlual  fervice. 

The  hon.  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  having 
notified  to  Congrefs,  that,  purfuant  to  the  powers  with  which  he  is 
inverted,  he  has  appointed  Mr.  Martin  Ofler,  vice-conful  of  France  in 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  : 

Ordered^  That  this  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  in  order 
that  the  fame  may  be  made  public. 

A  memorial  from  J.  Mitchell,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  was 
read  : 

On  which  fundry  motions  being  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  memorial  and  motions  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  memorial  from  colonel  Blaine,  and  letter  from  H. 
Hollingfworth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banlfter  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  motions  founded  on  the 
intelligence  communicated  by  the  prefident,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  September  25,    1778. 

Mr.  Stone,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Congrefs. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
18th,  from  Stephen  Steward,  which  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and 
that  they  be  empowered  and  direfted  to  adi  thereon  as  they  fiiall  judge 
proper. 

A.  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  intimating,  that 
he  is  informed  "  that  letters  from  Mr.  Izard,  reflefting  on  his  charac- 
ter and  condiift  whilfl  in  the  fervice  of  the  public  abroad,  have  been 
read  in  Congrefs,"  and  requefling  "  to  he  furnifhed  with  copies  there- 
of, and  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  wait  on  Congrefs,  and  to  be  heard 
in  his  vindication  :" 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  furniflied  with  extrafts  of  all  fuch 
parts  of  Mr.  Izard's  letters,  read  in  this  houfe  on  the  19th,  as  relate 
to  his  public  conduct. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  John  Connolly,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the 
15th,  from  colonel  Beatty,  commifTary  of  prifoners. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Jonathan  Brewer,  captain-lieutenant  of 
artillery,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  Hazekiah  Stokes,  pay-mafter  of  the  8th  Virginia 
regiment,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  letter  from  Seth  Harding,  was  read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  under  debate  yef- 
terday  ;  whereupon. 
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Resolved^  That  tbe  executive  powers  of  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina 
be  requefled,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  give  all-poffible  aid  to  the  dates 
of  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia  ;  Virginia  by  marching  into  S.  Carolina 
1000  men,  comprehending  all  the  continental  troops  in  that  ftate  ;  N. 
Carolina  3000  men,  including  the  levies  and  all  the  continental  troops 
in  that  ftate  :  each  body  to  be  properly  officered  by  the  government 
embodying  it.  The  militia  and  levies  to  continue  in  the  fervice  and 
pay  of  the  United  States  for  the  fpace  of  five  months  from  the  time  of 
their  marching  from  each  ftate  refpeftively,  if  it  fhall  be  found  necef- 
fary  :  the  whole  to  be  commanded  by  the  continental  officer  entitled 
to  command  ;  and  that  their  excellencies  gov.  Henry  and  gov.  Caf- 
well  be  requefted  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  meafurcs  to  carry  this  re- 
folution  into  full  and  immediate  effect. 

Eesohsd,  That,  in  cafe  gov.  Cafwell  fiiall  find  it  confiftent  with 
the  duties  of  his  ftation,  and  (jiall  be  inclined,  to  march  to  the  aid  of 
S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  at  the  head  of  the  N.  Carolina  forces,  he 
fliall,  while  on  this  expedition,  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  major-general 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved^  That  the  militia  of  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  called  forth 
on  the  prefent  emergency,  be  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States. 

Three  o'clock  P.   M. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  R.  Howe  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direc- 
ted to  repair  immediately  to  general  WaPnington's  head-quarters. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Lincoln  take  command  in  the  fou- 
thern-department ;  and  repair  immediately  to  Charleftown,  S.  Carolina. 

A  motion  being  made  to  order  count  Pulalki  immediately  to  march 
with  his  legion  to  South-Carolina, 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  marine- 
committee  under  debate  the  l5th  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  new  frigate  buildiiig-at'Norwich,  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  novvr  nearly  ready  to  be  launched,  be  named  the  Confederacy. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elettion  of  a  captain  of  the  faid  frigate, 
the  Confederacy,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Captain  Seth  Harding  was  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  major 
William  Dark,  for  600  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  of  William  Pal- 
frey, Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  in  favour  of  the  faid  W.  Dark,  for  that 
fum,  dated  Sept.  1  5,  1778,  and  exprelTed  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  of  America  ;  for  which  the  faid  pay-mafter-ge- 
neral is  to  be   accountable  : 

That  a  v/arrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Alexander  Baugh, 
for  2000  dollars,  it  being  fo  much  received  of  him  by  Lewis  {j*  Charles 
Cope,  deputy  commiffaries,  as  per  their  receipt  appears  for  James  R:ie, 
Efq;  deputy  commlffary-general  of  purchafes  in  Georgia,  who  is  to  be 
accountable. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  baron  Steu- 
ben, relative  to  Monf.  John  Tcrnant,  having  reported  thereon,  Con- 
grefs took  the  report  into  confideration  ;   therei'.non, 
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Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  John  Ternant  be  appointed  a  lieutenant-colo- 
nel in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  be  ordered  to  repair  to  S. 
Carolina  forthwith,  to  perform  the  duties  of  infpedlor  to  the  troops  in 
the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates  in  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia:  that  he  report 
his  proceedings  as  infpedlor,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  board  of  war  and 
infpeclor-general,  comforming  himfelf  to  fuch  regulations  as  are  or 
fliall  be  eflablilhed  by  Congrefs  for  the  infpeclor-general's  department : 
and,  until  he  fhall  be  duly  notified  of  the  plan  of  the  department  be- 
ing arranged  and  confirmed  by  Congrefs,  that  he  govern  himfelf  as 
near  as  may  be  by  the  rules  and  pradlice  purfued  by  baron  Steuben, 
during  his  having  executed  the  office  of  infpector-general  with  the 
grand  army,  procuring  the  approbation  and  authority  of  the  officer 
commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the  laid  ftates  of  S. 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  difcipline  of  the 
troops  and  the  police  of  the  camps,  garrifons  or  quarters,  previous  to 
their  being  put  in  praftice  by  him  as  infpector. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ternant  be  allowed  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of 
a  lieutenant-colonel  from  the  26th  of  March  laft. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  authorized  to  employ  a 
fecretary  for  their  board,  on  the  rnoft  reafonable  terms  they  can. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conli- 
deration,  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  Congrefs,  by  a  refolve  pafled  on  tlie  26th  of  Auguft,  1776, 
made  provifion  for  commilTioned  and  non-cominilfioned  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  as  alfo  for  the  private  foldiers,  marines  and  feamen, 
who  fliould  thereafter  lofe  a  limb  in  any  engagement,  or  be  other- 
wife  fo  difabled  In  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  to 
render  them  incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  livelihood  ;  and,  where- 
as, divers  otBcers  and  others  have  loft  limbs  or  been  otherwife  difabled 
as  aforefaid,  before  the  faid  26th  of  Auguft,  to  whom  the  like  relief 
ought  equitably  to  be  extended  : 

Resolved,  That  all  proviftons  and  regulations  contained  in  the  faid 
refolve  of  Auguft  26th,  1776,  fliall  extend  to  all  perfons  who  loft  a 
limb  or  v.'ere  otherwife  difabled  as  aforefaid  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted colonies  or  States  of  America,  before  the  faid  26th  of  Auguft, 
and  fince  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arife  in  fome  cafes,  whether  certain  per- 
fons maimed  or  difabled  and  claiming  penfions,  were  at  the  time  In 
the  fervice  of  the  faid  colonies  or  ftates  :   for  removing  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  every  commlflioned  and  non-comnnlTioned  officer 
and  private  man  who,  fince  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  as  afore- 
faid, has  been  or  hereafter  ftiall  be  drawn  forth  for  the  common  defence, 
(and  not  for  the  fervice  of  any  particular  ft.ate,)  or  who  has  turned  out  or 
(hall  hereafter  turn  out  voluntarily  to  oppofe  the  enemies  of  the  faid 
United  colonies  or  States,  upon  any  fudden  attack  or  invafion,  or  upon 
any  enterprize  carried  on  under  their  authority,  and  In  fuch  fervice  has 
loft  or  fhall  lofe  a  limb,  or  has  been  or  fliall  be  otherwife  difabled  as 
aforefaid,  fliall  be  entitled  to  the  penfion  allowed  In  the  faid  refolve  of 
Auguft  26th,  1776  ;  provided,  that  any  fuch  commlflioned  or  non-com- 
inHftoned  officer  or  private  man,  being  found  capable  of  doing  guard  or 
garrison  duty,  flial!  be   fabjeiTt  thereto,  and  ferve   in  the  corps  of  In- 
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valids  when  required,  or  on  refufmg  lb  to  do,  iliall  be  Rruck  off  the  lift 
of  penfiouers  ;  unlefs  the  perfon  lb  refufmg  have  a  family,  or  be  other- 
wife  peculiarly  circumftanced,  nnd  the  governor  or  prefident  and  coun- 
cil of  the  ftate  he  belongs  to,  or  in  which  he  refides,  are  of  opinion 
an  exception  fhould  be  made  in  his  favour,  and  an  exemption  granted 
him  froai  fuch  fervice,  a  certificate  of  which  opinion  he  Ihull  produce, 
previous  to  his  receiving  hispenfion. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen,  that  many  perfons,  maimed  or  difabled 
as  aforefaid,  by  reafon  of  tlieir  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemv, 
the  deaths  of  their  officers  and  furgeons,  or  other  accidents,  may  not 
have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  the  certificates  required  by  the  afore- 
mentioned refolve,  to  entitle  them  to  their  penfions  : 

Resolved.)  That  in  fuch  cafes  applications  be  made  to  the  governor 
or  prefident  and  council  of  the  ftate  to  which  any  perfon  maimed  or 
difabled  as  aforefaid  belongs,  or  in  which  he  refides,  and  upon  ftiewing 
to  him  or  them  fatisfadfory  proof,  that  he  was  maimed  or  difabled  in 
the  manner  before-mentioned,  and  producing  his  or  their  certificate 
thereof,  he  fliall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  penfion  in  like  manner  as 
if  he  produced  the  certificate  required  by  the  faid  refolve. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  com- 
merce refpedling  MefTrs.  Hewes,  Smith  and  Allan,  and  after  debate, 

Orde?-ed,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed,  and 
that  the  committee  of  commerce  be  direfted  to  call  on  Mr.  Hewes  to 
produce  an  account  of  the  continental  property  that  came  into  his  hands 
as  commercial  agent,  and  how  the  fame  has  been  difpofedof. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Sa-Turdat.,  September  26,    1778.   - 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  direfted  to  attend  at  the  bar  of 
this  houfc  on  Monday  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  to  be  examined,  touch- 
ing the  matter  fet  forth  in  the  refolution  of  the  22d. 

Ordered,  That  Tuefday  afternoon  be  affigned  for  hearing  the  hon. 
Silas  Deane,  Efq;  and  that  he  be  notified  to  attend  on  that  day  at 
three  o'clock. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  colonel  G.  Morgan,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Monday 
next. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcox,  was  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed,  in  conjundlion  with  a  committee  of  the  executive  council 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  determine  the  property  of  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandize. Sec.  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  ftate  of  fads  reported  by  the  faid  committee  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The   members  chofen,   Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Smith. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Mr.  John  Wharton,  was  read,  requeft- 
ing  leave  to  refign  his  office  as  member  of  the  navy-board  of  the  mid- 
dle diftrid  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 
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Ordered,  That  the  refolution  pafTed  yeflerday,  refpedting  penfionB, 
be  publifhed. 

Gongrels  refumed  the  confideration  of  the,  report  of  thf;  committee 
on  the  arrangement  of  tlie  treafury,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refoliitions  : 

Resolved,  That  a  houfe  be  provided,  at  tlie  city  or  place  where-tHon- 
o-refs  ri;all  fit,  wherein  ihall  be  held  the  feveral  offices  of  the  treafury  : 

That  there  be  the  following  offices,  to  wit,  the  comptroller's,  audi- 
tor's, treafurer's,  and  two  chambers  of  accounts : 

That  each  chamber  of  accounts  confift  of  three  commlffioners  and 
two  clerks,  to  be  appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  in  the  treafurer's  office  there  be  a  treafurer  annually  appointed 
by  Congrefs,  and  one  clerk  appointed  by  the  treafurer  : 

That  in  the  auditor's  office  there  be  an  auditor  annually  appointed 
by  Congrefs,  and  two  clerks  appointed  by  the  auditor  : 

That  in  the  comptroller's  office  there  be  a  comptroller  annually  ap- 
pointed by  Congrefs,  and  two  clerks  appointed  by  the  comptroller  : 

That  the  auditor,  treafurer  and  comptroller  fliall  not  be  appointed, 
unlefs  by  the  votes  of  nine  ftates,  and  they  be  accountable  for  the  con- 
duct of  their  clerks  refpeftively  : 

That  the  auditor  ffiall  receive  all  accounts  brought  againft  the  United 
States  for  money  lent,  expended,  or  advanced  ;  goods  fold  or  purchafed  ; 
fervices  performed  or  work  done,  with  the  vouchers,  and  fhall  refer 
them  to  one  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  endorfmg  them  in  the  man- 
ner marked  A  : 

That  the  commlffioners  of  the  chamber  to  whom  an  account  fliall 
be  referred  ffiall  deliver  the  fame  to  their  clerks,  to  be  properly  flated  : 

That  the  clerks  ffiall  ftate  the  accounts  referred  to  them  by  the 
commiffiioners,  number  and  arrange  the  vouchers,  examine  the  callings, 
and  make  neceffary  copies : 

That  the  clerks,  to  whom  an  account  ffiall  be  delivered,  after  they 
have  completed  the  fame,  ffiall  endorfe  it  in  the  manner  marked  B: 

That  the  commlffioners  to  whom  an  account  is  referred  as  aforefaid, 
ffiall  carefully  examine  the  authenticity  of  the  vouchers,  rejeding  fuch 
as  ffiall  not  appear  good,  compare  them  with  the  articles  to  which  they 
relate,  and  determine  whether  they  fupport  the  charges  :  that  they  ffiall 
reduce  fuch  articles  as  are  overcharged,  and  rejeft  fuch  as  are  impro- 
per, and  ffiall  endorfe  the  accounts  in  the  manner  marked  C,  and  tranf- 
mit  them,  with  the  vouchers,  to  the  auditor,  and  caufe  an  entry  to  be 
made  of  the  balances  paffed  : 

That  the  auditor  ffiall  receive  the  vouchers  and  accounts  from  the 
commlffioners  to  v/hom  he  referred  them,  and  caufe  them  to  be  exa- 
mined by  his  clerk.  He  ffi.all  compare  the  feveral  articles  with  the 
vouchers,  and  if  the  parties  concerned  ffiall  appeal  from  the  judgment 
of  the  commlffioners,  he  ffiall  call  before  him  the  commlffioners  and  the 
party,  and  hear  them,  and  then  make  determination,  from  whence  no 
appeal  fliall  lie,  unlefs  to  Congrefs.  That  after  a  careful  examination 
of  the  account  as  aforefaid,  he  ffiall  endorfe  it  in  the  manner  marked 
D,  of  which  endorfement  he  fliall  fend  a  duplicate,  to  be  filed  in  the 
fame  chamber  of  accounts,  and  fhall  tranfmit  the  account  and  vouch- 
ers to  the  comptroller  : 
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That  the  comptroller  fliall  keep  the  treafury  books,  and  feal  ancl  file 
all  the  accounts,  and  vouchers  on  which  the  accounts,  in  the  faid  books,' 
are  founded,  and  (hall  direft  the  manner  of  ftatlng  and  keeping  the 
public  accounts,  He  Ihall  draw  bills,  under  the  faid  feal,  on  the  trea!- 
furer,  for  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be  due  by  the  United  States,  on  accounts 
audited,  which,  previous  to  the  payment,  Ihall  be  counterfigned  by 
the  auditor,  and  alio  for  fuch  fums  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  or- 
dered by  refolutions  of  Congrefs  in  the  form  marked  E.  When  monies 
are  due  to  the  United  States,  on  accounts  audited,  he  fhall  notify  the 
debtor,  and,  after  hearing  him,  if  he  fhall  dcfire  to  be  heard,  fix  a  day 
for  payment,  according  to  the  circumftance  of  the  cafe,  hot  exceeding 
90  days,  of  which  he  Ihall  give  notice  to  the  auditor  in  writing,  in  the 
form  marked  F. 

That  it  fliall  be  the  duty  of  the  treafurer  to  receive  and  keep  the 
monies  of  the  United  States,  and  to  ilfue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the 
comptroller  as  aforefaid,  filing  duplicates  thereof  with  the  auditor,  day 
by  day,  as  he  fliall  make  payment :  that,  on  receipt  of  monies,  he  fhall 
give  a  receipt  therefor,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  comptroller ;  and 
and  that  he  fliall  draw  out  and  fettle  his  accounts  quarterly,  giving 
the  fame  in  to  the  auditor  for  examination  by  one  of  the  chambers  of 
accounts,  to  be  from  thence  tranfmitted,  through  the  auditor,  to  the 
comptroller,  who  fliall  compare  the  fame  with  the  treafury  books,  af- 
certain  the  balance,  and  return  a  copy  of  the  fame  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  comptroller  fhall  receive  from  the  treafurer  all  receipts 
by  him  figned,  and  after  making  due  entry  thereof,  by  charging  the 
treafurer  and  crediting  the  proper  accounts^  he  fhall  endorfe  the  fame 
in  the  manner  marked  G,  and  deliver  them  to  the  party  who  made  pay- 
ment :  that  he  fhall  every  quarter  of  a  year  caufe  a  lift  of  the  balances 
on  the  treafury  books  to  be  made  out  by  his  clerks,  and  lay  it  before 
Congrefs.  That  where  any  perfon  hath  received  public  monies,  which 
remain  unaccounted  for,  or  fliall  be  otherwife  indebted  to  the  United 
States,  or  have  an  unfettled  account  with  them,  he  fhall  ifFue  a  fuln- 
mons  in  the  form  marked  H,  in  which  a  reafonable  time  fliall  be  given; 
for  the  appearance  of  the  party,  according  to  the  diftance  of  his  place 
of  rtfidence  from  the  treafury,  of  which  he  fliall  notify  the  auditor  : 

That,  in  cafe  the  party  fummoned  to  account  fliall  not  appear,  nor 
make  good  elToin,  the  auditor,  on  proof  made  of  fervice  in  due  time 
or  other  fufficient  notice,  fhall  make  out  a  requifition  in  the  form 
marked  I,  which  he  fliall  fend  to  the  comptroller's  ofhce,  where  the 
fame  fhall  be  fealed,  and  then  it  fliall  be  fent  to  the  executive  autho-- 
rity  of  the  ftate  in  which  the  party  ihall  refide  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  enaft  laws  for  the 
taking  of  fuch  perfons,  and  alfo  to  feize  the  property  of  perfons,  who 
being'  indebted  to  the  United  States  fhall  negleft  or  refufs  to  pay  the 
fame  ;  notice  whereof  fhall  be  giyen  by  the  auditor  to  the  executive 
authority  of  the  refpeftive  ftates,  in  the  form  marked  K,  under  the 
treafury  feal  : 

That  the  feveral  officers  of  the  treafury  do,  before  they  take  upon 
them  the  execution  of  their  offices  refpeftively,  before  the  prelldent  of 
Congrefs  for  the  time  being,  make  and  fubfcribe  the  following"  oatb^ 
■*iz. 
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"  LA.  B.  — —— ,  in  the  treafury  of  the  United  States,  folemnly' 
and  lincerely  fwear,  promife  and  declare,  in  the  prefence  of  Ahnighty 
God,  that  I  will  diligently  and  faithfully,  according  to  the  heft  of  my 

fkill  and  underftanding,  in  all  things  do  my  duty  as  a  . . — ,  as  afore- 

faid,  without  fear,  favour,  afFe<S^ion,  or  partiality." 
Forms  referred  to. 

A.  Account   between   the  United  States   and >— __  with  the 

vouchers  referred  to ,  commiffioners  of  accounts,  the  ■         day* 

of  .  in  the  year  — ' — 

A.  B.  Auditor. 

B.  The  within  account  hath  been  ftated,  the  callings  examined^ 
and  the  vouchers  arranged,  by 

C.  D. >    ,    .       , 

. ,    P  >  clerks  ot  accounts. 

C.  The  within  account,  ftated  by  .         and  .  clerks  of 

accounts,  between  the  United  States  and  ■  hath  been  exami- 

ned and  fettled,  and  a  balance  of.  .found  to  be  due  to  .  .  br 

G.  H.~j 

I.    K.  I.  commiffioners  of  accounts. 

L.M.J 

Z).  Audited  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and .   , 

flated  by  — — and  '     ■    «  clerks  of  accounts,  and  examined  by 

and ^  commiffioners  of  accounts,for  a  balance  of  — — - 

due  to  .  Done  the  ■  >>    i   day  of in  the  year 

A.  B.  Auditor. 

E.  To  the  treafurer  of  the  United  States,  greeting. 

(L.  S.)  You  are  required  to  pay  the  fum  of  to  — — .  or  his  or- 

der, according  to  (fay  either  account  audited.  Sec.  Sec.  or  a  refolution 
of  Congrefs,  £cc.)  whereof  entry  is  made  the  — — .  day  of  .  .  -  in  the 
year  ■ 

N.   O.  Comptroller. 

F.  Day  is  given  to  — — —  until  the  — —  day  of next,  for  the 

fum  of  by  his  affent.   Given  the day  of in  the  year . 

N.  O.  Comptroller, 

G.  Entered  Inthe  treafury  books  the day  of in  the  year 

N.  O.   Comptroller. 

J{,  To  I  greeting,  you  are  required,  on  or  before  the day 

of next,  to  appear  before  the  auditor  in  the  treafury  office  of  the 

United  States,  at— ——then  and  there  to  adjull:  and  fettle  your  accounts, 

whereof  take  notice.  Given the day  of  — — ,  in  the  year         .. 

N.   O.  Comptroller. 
7.  To greeting.  The  United  States  having  fummoned 


to  account,  the  which  he  hath  neglcfted  to  do,  it  is  their  requefl  that 

you  do  caufe  to  be  taken  and  fent  to  the  faid before  them,  on 

the dayof  — — -  next,  before  the  auditor  in  their  treafury,  at  * 

then  and  there  to  account  ;  that  juftice  may  in  this  behalf  be  done. 
Given  the  — — .  day  of  — — 

Witnefs,  A.  B.   Auditor. 

jr.  The  United  States  to—— igreeting. 

(L.  S*)  Whereas hath  been,  befure  us  in  our  treafury^  found 

to  be  indebted  in  the  funiof  — — ,  which  fuui  was  by  his  affent  to  be  paid 
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before  the  - —  day  of  — —  in  the  year  — — ,  but  is  not  yet  paid,  or  in  any 
manner  fatisfied.  Thefe  therefore  are  thereof  to  notify  you,  to  the 
end  that  you,  according  to  the  powers  and  authorities  unto  you  given, 

may  of  the  eftate  of  the  faid caufe  to  be  made  the  fura  afore- 

r  faid,  with  the  cofts  and  charges  which  may  accrue  :   and  of  your  pro- 
ceedings in  the  premifrs  you  are  defired  to  certify  us  in  our  faid  trea- 

fuiy,  with  all  convenient  fpeed.     Given  the  — —  day  of ,  Sec. 

Witnefs,  A.  B.  Auditor. 

That  in  the  blanks  of  the  forms  above  written,  no  figures  be  ufed, 
cither  for  dates  or  fums  ;  but  that  the  fame  be  diftindtly  and  plainly 
fet  in  words  at  length,  and  without  erazures  or  interlineations. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  feal 
for  the  treafury  and  for  the  navy  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr,  G.  Morris  and  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  the  board  of 
war,  relative  to  the  cannon  imported  into  North-Carolina,  having 
brought  in  a  report  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Monday 
jiext. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 
Resolved,  That  10,000,100  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit  on 
the  faith   of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 
treafury  : 

That  two  new  cuts  be  ufed  in  ftriking  the  faid  bills,  one  of  the  de- 
nomination of  60,  the  other  of  50  dollars,  in  the  place  of  four  and  fix 
dollar  cuts  of  the  former  emiflions  ; 

That  the  denominations  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  : 

45,455  of  the  denomination  of  60  dollars     2,727,300 
45,455        do.  50  2,272,750 

45,455        do.      '  40  1,818,200 

45,455        do.  30  1,363,650 

45,455        do.  20  909,100 

45,455        do.  8  ,  363,640 

45,455        do.  7  318,185 

45,455        do.  5  227,275 

10,000,100 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  : 

«  No. dollars. 

"  This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive Spanifh  milled  dol- 
lars, or  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  a  refolutionpaffed 
by  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  September  26,  1778  :" 

That  each  denomination  or  clafs  of  bills  be  numbered  from  num- 
ber one  progreffively  : 

That  the  thirteen  United  States  be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of 
the  bills  of  credit  now  ordered  to  be  emitted. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Alexander,  Richard  Eyres  and  Samuel 
l.yon,  be  appointed  figners  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  thofe 
already  appointed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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■*  IIoNDAr,  September  28,    1778. 

Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrels. 

A  letter,  of  the  2  10:,  from  captain  V7illiam  Burke,  on  board  the 
prifon  {hip  Prince  of  "Wales,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  inarine-coinmittee,  and  that 
they  be  direfted  to  enquire  into  the  conduft  of  capt.  William  Burke,  and 
particularly  into  his  former  conduft  while  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  major-g-eneral  Sullivan,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  clothing,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war,  and  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  money,  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  governor  Livingfton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be   referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  26thj  from  James  Searle,  one  of  the  navy-board  in 
the  middle-diftrift,  was  read,  defiring  leave  to  refign  his  office  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  general  Walliington,  was  read,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memo- 
rial from  colonel  Blaine,  and  letter  from  colonel  H.  Hollingfworth. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  dated  New -York,  Sept. 
19th,  1778,  figned  "  H.  Clinton,"  and  directed  to  "  his  excellency 
Henry  Laurens,  Efq;  the  prefident  and  others,  the  members  of  the 
American  Congrefs,  at  Philadelphia,"  enclcfing  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  "  an  extradt  of  a  letter  from  the  right  hon.  lord  George  Germain^, 
one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  to  his  excellency  gen. 
fir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B."  Sec.  &c.  dated  at  Whitehall,  June  12th, 
1778,  which  were  read  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  return  the  foUov/in^  anfvver  : 

"  SIR, 

"  I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America  make  no  anfwer  to  infolent  letters. 

1  am,  &c." — . 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  three  commiffioners  be  appointed  to  collect  and  rC" 
port  the  proofs  of  breach  made  by  the  enemy  in  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga : 

That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  eleiSing  the  faid  commiffioners. 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending,  was  called  in  and  fworn,  and  fundry 
queftions  being  aflced  and  anfwers  returned,  he  had  leave  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe  on 
Wednefday  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  be  farther  examined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  September  29,    1778. 

A  letter  from  John  Stoddard,  lieutenant  of  the  Mermaid,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  26th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  and  one  of 
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Auguft  3 1ft,  from  his  excellency  preHdent  Lowndes,  of  South-Caro- 
lina, were  read :  ^ 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Telfair. 

Another  letter,  of  the  5th  inftant,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  ^v•as 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

The  committte  of  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  Au- 
gnft  26th,  from  Mr.  William  Bingham, at  Martinique,  which  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  committee,  and  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  report  thereon, 

A  memorial  from  Alexander  M'Nut,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Bartlett. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Ternant,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  relative  to  count 
Pulaflki,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  treafurer,  be  direfted  to  de- 
liver the  check-books  of  the  loan-office  certificates,  which  he  has  if- 
fued  to  lenders,  to  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  coramiliioner  of  the  continen- 
tal loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  who  is  directed  to  pay  the 
intereft  arifing  on  fuch  certificates. 

Resolved,  That  two  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
loan-offices  of  the  United  States,  on  the  amount  of  intereft  which  has 
been  or  Ihall  be  paid  by  them  refpeftively,  in  lieu  of  all  claims  and  de- 
mands which  they  may  have  for  tranfacling  the  faid  buftnefs. 

Resolved,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  elefting-  a  manager  of 
the  United  States  lottery,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Searle,  who  has  refigned. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffion- 
erof  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour 
of  the  managers  of  the  United  States  lottery,  for  13  lottery-office  cer- 
tificates of  1000  dollars  each,  and  146  lottery-office  certificates  of  500 
dollars  each,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  86,000  dollars,  to  enable  the 
faid  managers  to  pay  off  the  high  prizes  drawn  in  the  firft  clafs  of  ths 
faid  lottery  ;   they  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commiffionerof  accounts  at 
the  treafury-office,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Relblve  Smith 
■was  elected. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  of 
the  8th  of  April  laft,  relative  to  the  contrail  made  with  MefTrs.  Daniel 
and  Samuel  Hughes  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Meffrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes  be  allowed 
186-|  dollars  per  ton  for  all  cannon  already  caft  by  them  in  virtue  of 
their  contract,  whether  delivered  or  not,  and  which  have  ftood  or  fliall 
ftand  proof,  in  full  of  all  claims  and  accounts  ;  the  guns  not  delivered 
to  be  taken  when  proved  at  the  furnace,  from  whence  they  are  tranf- 
ported  at  continental  expenfe. 

Pongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
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on  the  letters  of  the  21ft  and  29th  of  laft  month,  from  the  board  of 
•war,  and  a  letter  of  Mr.  Holker,  relative  to  cannon  imported  into  the 
Hate  of  North-Carolina  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  cannon  mentioned  in  the  fald  letters  be  fold  to 
the  ftates  of  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  the  former  to  have  24,  and  the 
latter  25,  dividing  them  equally  as  to  weight  of  mettle  : 

That  the  faid  ftates  be  allowed  to  purchafe  the  faid  cannon  on  the 
terms  the  United  States  have  imported  them. 

Ordered^  That  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Deane  be  poftponed  t^ill  the  exa- 
r.iination  of  Mr.  Carmichael  is  finiflied,  and  that  Mr.  Deane  be  in- 
formed thereof. 

Three  o'clock,  P.   II. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Wadfworth,  and  one  from  Mr, 
Owen  Biddle,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  colonel  Blaine  and  the  letter  from  colonel  H.  HoUingfworth. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  after  ibme  time  fpent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  conlideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
Thurfday  next. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,    September  30,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  governor  Livingfton,  was  read: 

Ordered^,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  count  Pulalki,  with  his  legion  and  all  continental 
foldiers  fit  for  fervice  in  and  near  Philadelphia,  be  direfted  to  repair  im-r 
mediately  to  Princeton,  there  to  wait  the  orders  of  gen.  Wafliington 
or  the  commanding-officer  in  New-Jerfey. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  together 
with  a  letter  enclofed  from  lieutenant  Samuel  Arnold,  containing  a  re- 
Cgnation  of  his  commiffion  ;  alfo  one  from  Elias  Blanchard,  contain- 
ing a  refignation  of  his  commiffion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  the  faid  lieutenant  Samuel  Arnold 
and  of  enfign  Elias  Blanchard  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Sullivan  be  authorized  to  accept  the 
refignation  offuch  officers  in  the  army  under  his  command  as  he  fhal^ 
think  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  en- 
clofing  a  recommendation  of  capt.  Ebenezer  Sullivan  by  major-gene- 
ral Greene  and  others  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  enquire  whether  capt.  E.  Sullivan  has  been  duly 
releafed  from  all  obligations  as  an  hoftage  for  the  troops  captivated  at 
the  Cedars. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  major-general  PIeath,Avas  read,enclofing 
fundry  letters  thatpaft'ed  between  him  and  major-general- Phillips,  ref- 
pecting  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  for  the  fupplies  of  the  troops  of 
the  convention  of  Saratoga  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
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The  members  chbfen,  Mr-  Gerry,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending  according  to  order,  was  called  In,  and 
the  houfe  proceeded  in  his  examination. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  on  Friday  afternoon,  to  be 
further  examined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  October   1,    1778. 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  delegate  from  Connedicut,  attended,  and  took  hi* 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  September  oOth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  witk 
fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Reed. 

A  letter,  of  September  12th,  from  captain  Henry  Johnftone,  at 
Bofton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  petition  of  captain  Francis  Tartanfon,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  James  O'Ellers,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Duck- 
Creek  packet,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  from  the  faid  James  O'Ellers  and  Henry  Horn,  and  there- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  the  lofs  of  the  fchooner  Duck-Creek  packet  'ought 
not  to  be  fuftalned  by  the  United  States,  and  that  gen.  Mifflin  be 
ferved  with  a  copy  of  this  refolution. 

The  committee  of  commerce  having,  according  to  order,  obtained 
from  Meffrs.  Hewes  is"  Smith  a  return  of  the  continental  ftores  that 
have  been  received  and  delivered  by  them  as  agents  for  the  United 
States  in  N.  Carolina,  laid  the  fame  before  Congrefs  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the"  report  of  the  committee 
of  commerce,  refpecling  Meffrs.  Hewes,  Smith  and  Allen  ;  and  there- 
upon, 

Ordeerd,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of 
Meffrs.  Hewes,  Smith  and  Allen,  continental  agents  in  the  ftace  of 
N.  Carolina,  for  the  fiim  of  27449|^|.  dollars,  being  in  fnll  of  the  ba- 
lance due  to  them,  as  reported  on  a  fettlement  of  their  accounts  by  the 
committee  of  commerce  : 

Ordered,  That  fomuch  of  the  faid  report  as  refpefts  the  brlgantinc 
Commerce,  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  committee  report  fpeclally 
thereon. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  IITue  on  the  treafurer  In  favour  of  captaia 
William  Henderfon,  for  6230  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  in  his  fa- 
vour, drawn  by  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  dated  Sep- 
tember 15,  1778  ;  for  which  fum  the  faid  pay-mafler-general  is  to  be 
accountable.  — — +«- — 

T/jres  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  and  a  letter  of  Septem- 
'ber  29th,  from  count  PulaikI,  were  read. 
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Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Feidat,   October  2,    1778. 

Resolved.,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Ter- 
Jiant,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  ;  and  that  he  be  entitled  to* 
the  benefits  of  the  refolution  of  Cong-refs  of  September  4th,  in  regard 
to  his  travelling expenfes  to  South-Carolina. 

Re^ohed,  That  Friday  next  be  ailigned  for  receiving  and  confider- 
ilio;  the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  ftate*  of  the  clothing,  and  that  the  board  of  war  on  that  day, 
lay  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  the  clothing  provided,  and  the  mea- 
fiires  by  them  taken  for  forwarding  the  fame  to  the  army. 

A  tetter,  of  the  1ft,  from  the  board  of  vsfar,   was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Stone. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Henry  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine- 
committee,  for  the  ftate  of  Maryland. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  from  col.  Blaine,  and  letter  from 
colonel  HoUingfwcrthj  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

K  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  chief  judice  M'Kean,  was  read; 
•whereupon  Congrefs  caiiae  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  to  Congrefs  that  brigadier  count 
Pulalki  has  refifted  the  civil  authority  of  this  ftate  : 

Resohed,  That  the  board  of  war  do  require  his  perfonal  attendance 
at  the  war-office  at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  he  con- 
tinue in  Philadelphia  until  enquiry  can  be  made  therein,  and  until  the 
further  order  of  Congrefs  ;  it  being  the  fixed  determination  of  Con- 
grefs to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  every  oppofition  to  civil  authority  bf 
any  officer  in  their  fervice. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  col.  Blaine  and  letter  from  colonel  Hollingfworth  ; 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  the  fcantinefs  of  crops  of  wheat  and  other  grain  In  the 
dates  of  N.  York,  N.  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  the  wicked  arts  of  fpeculators,  foreftallers,  and  engrof- 
fers,  who  infeft  every  quarter  of  the  country,  and  are  induftrioufly 
purchaftng  up  grain  and  flour  at  the  moft  exorbitant  prices,  render  it 
impracticable  to  obtain  timely  and  fufficient  fupplies  for  the  operations 
of  the  army  and  navy,  unlefs  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  are,  without 
delay,  adopted,  to  reftrain  practices  fo  deftruftive  to  the  public  weal : 

Resohed,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  legillative  or,' 
where  vefted  with  fufficient  power,  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the 
ftates  above-mentioned,  to  authoritze  and  direct  any  civil  magiftrate 
within  their  refpective  jurifdidtions  on  an  information  given  by  the 
commiffary  or  quarter-mafter-general,  or  by  tlie  deputy  commiiTary  or 
quarter-mafter-general  of  the  refpeftive  diflridls,  of  any  extraordinary- 
quantity  of  grain  or  flour  being  purchafed  and  in  the  poffeffion  of 
individuals,  forthwith  to  liTue  his  v^arrant,  emnowering  the  informant. 
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to  feize  the  fame  for  the  public  ufe,  paying  for  the  fame  fnch  price's 
as  to  the  refpefrive  legiflatures  appear  proper,  to  prevent  the  praAice 
of  engrolTing'  thofe  articles  in  future,  not  exceeding  fix  dollars  per 
hundred  for  flour,  and  in  proportion  for  grain  which  may  be  found  in 
the  hands  of  engroffers. 

And,  whereas,  the  facilitating  the  fupply  of  the  army,  which  was 
one  of  the  principal  objefts  in  laying  the  embargo,  has  been  defeated 
by  individuals  purchafnig  up  grain  and  flour  with  a  view  of  export- 
ing the  fame  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  embargo  is 
laid  in  the  refpedive  ftates  : 

Resolved^  That  the  embargo  on  proviuons,  which,  by  the  refolution 
of  the  8Lh  day  of  June  lafl:,  was  laid  until  the  ISth  day  of  Nov.  next, 
be  continued  in  force,  fubjeft  to  fuch  exceptions  as  are  recommended 
by  the  refolution  of  Sept.  2d,  till  the  laft  day  of  Jan.  1779,  or  until 
fuch  time  as  Congrefs  fliall  give  notice  to  the  refpeftive  ftates  that 
fufficient  fupplies  have  been  obtained  for  the  operations  of  the  army 
and  for  the  French  fquadron  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  ref- 
pective  ftates  to  tal:e  the  mofl:  efFedual  meafures  for  carrying  this  re- 
folution into  efFeft. 

On  confiderlng  this  part  of  the  report,  the  committee  having  offer- 
ed, as  their  opinion,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatlve  or  exe- 
cutive authorities  of  the  refpeftive  flates  to  continue  in  force  the  pre- 
fent  embargo,  &c. 

An  amendment  was  moved,  that  Congrefs  fhould  continue  the  em- 
bargo, and  recommended  it  to  the  flates  to  take  meafures  for  infor- 
cing  it  : 

Upon  which  the  queftion  being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required 
bv  Mr.  Reed, 


NeiD-Hampshire^ 

Mr. 

Bartlett, 

ay  )>ay 

Massachusetts-Bay^ 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

-i 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

ay  V  ay 

Mr, 

Holten, 

no  J 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr, 

Marchant, 

ay  ^ay 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

Ne-iv-York, 

Mr. 

Lewis, 

"yX   n„ 

Mr. 

Duer, 

ayVy 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Reed, 

no'\ 

Mr. 

James  Smith 

ay>no 

Mr. 

Clingan, 

no  J 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Stone, 

7^0  1 

Mr. 

Forbes, 

ay  >no 

Mr. 

Henry, 

no  _ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Harvie, 

7lO~^ 

Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee, 

no  j 

Mr. 

M.  Smith, 

Mr. 

Gri£in, 

noj 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Penn, 

no'\ 

Mr. 

Harnett, 

ayiay 

Mr. 

Williams, 

tyj 
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South-Carolina^  Mr.  Laurens,, 

Mr.  Draj!t07i, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  report  being  amended, 
patTed  as  above. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the 
feveral  ftates  to  pafs  laws  for  the  feizure  and  forfeiture  of  all  grain 
and  flour  purchafed  up  or  engroffed,  Avith  fuch  exceptions  and  under 
fuch  limitations  and  reflriftions  as  they  may  think  moft  expedient. 

And,  whereas,  there  i?  reafon  to  believe  that  the  end  propofed  by 
Congrefs  in  recommending  an  exemption  from  embargo,  by  their  re- 
folution  of  Sept.  2d,  may  not  only  be  defeated  by  private  purchafers 
enhancing  prices,  or  by  captains  making  falfe  protefls  and  bearing 
away  to  foreign  ports  ;  but  in  cafes  where  veffels  may  actually  arrive 
in  fome  ports  of  the  eaftern-ftates,  the  cargoes  may  be  engroffed 
by  individuals  at  an  extravagant  rate,  with  a  view  of  preying  upon 
the  public  :   to  guard  againft  which  evils, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneflly  recommended  to  the  legiflative  and 
executive  authorities  of  the  refpective  ftates,  not  to  grant  any  exemp- 
tion from  embargo  to  any  veffels  whatever,  unlefs,  in  addition  to  the 
former  fecurity  recommended,  the  perfons  applying  for  the  fame,  com- 
ply with  the  following  ftipulations,  to  wit ; 

That  the  iliipper  or  Paippers  of  the  cargo  folemnly  make  oath,  that 
no  part  of  the  flour  or  grain  propofed  to  be  lliipped  has  been  purchafed 
or  contracted  for  lince  the  10th  of  October,  1778  : 

That  the  (liipper  and  every  man  on  board  of  the  faid  veffels,  whe- 
ther feamen  or  paffengers,  folemnly  fwear  that  they  will  not,  direc/dy 
or  indire6lly,  be  privy  to  or  concerned  in  anjr  meafure  whatfoever, 
Avhich  may  tend  to  defeat  the  arrival  of  the  veffel  at  fome  fafe  port  in 
one  of  the  eaftern-ftates  ;  but  that  they  will,  without  any  deception, 
mental  refervation  or  equivocation  whatever,  take  every  meafure  to 
carry  into  efFeft  the  intention  of  the  licenfe  granted  : 

That  the  fliipper  fliall  firft  agree  with  the  commiffary-general,  or 
perfon  by  him  duly  authorized,  for  fuch  purpofe,  on  the  price  for  which 
the  flour  lliipped  fnall  be  delivered  at  one  of  the  ports  in  the  eaftern- 
ftates  for  the  public  ufe. 

Resolved,  That  the  exemption  from  the  embargo,  as  recommen- 
ded by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  Sept.  2d,  be  extended  to  veffels 
belonging  to  the  middle  and  fouthern  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  eaftern- 
ftates,  under  the  rellriclions  and  ftipulations  above-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  be  authorized  to  difpatch 
provifion  veffels  to  the  eaftvvard,  with  or  without  convoy,  as  in  his 
judgment  fhall  be  moft  conducive  to  the  certain  and  fpeedy  fupply  of 
thofe  articles  for  the  army  of  the  United  States  and  the  fleet  of  count 
d'Eftaing,  notwithftanding  any  refolution  of  Congrefs  heretofore  made 
on  this  fubjedt. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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SAfuJiDAT,   October  3,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  brigadier  count  Pulailci,  one  of  the  20!, 
from  the  board  of  war,  were  read  :  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  Avar  be  direfted  to  enquire  into  the 
claim  made  againft  brigadier  count  Pulaflci,  on  which  he  has  been 
lately  arrefted,  and  if  fuch  claim  has  arifen  for  articles  furnlflied  to  his 
legion,  that  the  board  pay  what  fiiall  appear  to  them  reafonable,  and  if 
nut  accepted,  that  the  board  procure  bail  to  the  fuit,  and  that  the 
board  be  directed  to  inform  brigadier  Pulalki  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  militarj^'-officer  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates,  to  yield  obedience 
to  any  procefs  ifTuing  from  any  court,  judge  or  magiftrate  within  any 
of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  count  Pulaikl's  letter  as  relates  to  his 
legion,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Gongrefs  a  letter  of 
June  1ft,  from  tlie  hon.  A.  Lee,  at  Paris,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  be  furnifned  with  a  copy 
of  the  faid  letter,  fo  far  as  relates  to  him. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  October  5,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  25th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  and  one  of  the 
23d  of  the  fame  month,  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
and  one  of  the  18th  of  the  fame  month,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun. 
late  pay-mafler  in  the  northern-department,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  September  29th,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  army,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  29th,  from  major  John  Clark,  one  of  the  auditors 
in  the  army  ;  a  memorial  of  captains  Gilbert  and  Holmes  ;  and  a  let- 
ter from  John  Beatty,  comimifTary-general  of  prifoners  ;  were  read  ; 
whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  50,000  dollars  in  fpecie  be  advanced  to  col.  J.  Beatty, 
commifTary-general  of  prifoners,  for  the  ufe  of  the  prifoners  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  to  difcharge  the  debts  of  thofe  exchanged  ; 
and  that  the  commifTary-general  make  monthly  returns  of  his  expen- 
ditures to  the  board  of  treafury. 

On  application  of  the  delegates  of  N.  Carolina,  in  purfuance  of  a 
refolve  of  the  general  afTembly  of  that  flate,  palled  April  30th,    1778  : 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  delegates, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  flate  of  N.  Carolina,  and,  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  commlfTions  be  made  out  for  the  officers  in  count 
Pulafki's  legion,  and  difpatched  to  tliem  by  exprefs  by  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  with  a  letter 
enclofed,  relative  to  the  enemy's  appearance  off  Egg-Harbour  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  fupreme  executive  council  of  tlie  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  befc 
means  of  repelling  the  enemy  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr,  R.  H.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Reed. 
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A  letter,  of  Sept.  18th,  from  Mr.  prelident  Weare,  of  the  ftate  of 
N.  Hamplhire,  ^vas  read  ;  whereupon  Ccngrefs  took  into  confideratioii 
a  report  of  the  board  of  treafury  of  July  2  5  th  liR,  and  thereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  liTue  oi-i  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  de- 
legates of  the  ftate  of  N.  Hamplhire,  for  150,000  dollars,  for  the  ufc 
of  the  laid  ftate,  being  advanced  on  the  application  of  the  fame  : 

That  another  warrant  iffue  on  Nicholas  Oilman,  illiq;  commilfioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampilure,  for  50,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  laid  ftate,  advanced  upon  the  fame  applica- 
tion ;  for  which  funis,  amounting  to  200,000  dollars,  the  laid  ftate  is 
to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, in  favour  of  Mr.  J.  Banifter,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  ftate  of 
Virginia,  for  1500  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application  ;  for  which 
the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  ilTne  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  C  Harnett, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina,  for  1000  dollars,  ad- 
vancL'd  upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accoun- 
table : 

I'liat  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James  Meafe, 
Efq;  clothier-general,  for  30,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  advanced  to 
William  Gardner,  agent  in  N.  Hampfliire,  for  completing  his  purcha- 
fes  of  clothing  and  making  up  the  fame  ;  the  faid  clothier-general  to 
be  accountable. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  by  feveral  commiiTioners  of  the  continen- 
tal loan-offices,  that  they  have  received  for  loan-office  certificates  and 
lottery  tickets  of  the  United  States,  confiderable  fums  in  bills  of  cre- 
dit emitted  by  liates,  who,  by  acts  of  their  refpec^iive  legillatures,  have 
ftopped  the  circulation  of  fuch  bills  : 

Resoksd^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  ftates  to  direct  their 
treafurers  to  receive  fuch  bills  of  credit  from  the  faid  commiiTioners 
refpeftively,  and  deliver  in  exchange  continental  currency  to  the 
amount  thereof  ;  the  faid  commiffioners declaring,  on  oath,  if  required, 
that  fuch  bills  were  received  by  them  in  virtue  of  their  office. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Paine,  fecretary  to  the  committee  for 
foreign  affi-tirs,  his  pay  from  the  )  7th  of  Feb.  to  the  1 7th  of  Sept.  1778, 
being  feven  months,  at  70  dollars  per  month,  490  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Tlie  board  of  v/ar  having,  according  to  order,  made  return  of  the 
clothing  on  hand,  as  far  as  has  come  to  their  knowledge  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fjinie,  together  v/ith  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  gen.  "VV^sihington's  letter  of  Auguft  4th,  be  referred  to  a  com. m it- 
tee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered,  That  the  I'ecretary  purchafe  an  atlas  for  the  ufe  of  Con- 
gvefs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock, 
to  be  further  examined. 
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Resolved,  That  the  legion,  under  command  of  count  Pularfcl,  be  or- 
dered to  proceed  immediately  to  affilt  in  the  defence  of  Little  Egg- 
Plarbnur  againft  the  attack  now  making  by  the  enemy  on  that  port  ; 

That  the  board  of  war  be  diredled  to  take  immediate  meafures  for 
communicating  this  order  to  the  count. 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending  according  to  order,  was  called  in,  and 
being  further  examined,  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Information  having  been  given  to  Gongrefs  of  a  report  that  fome  of 
the  officers  belonging  to  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  have 
been  permitted  to  go  into  N.  York  on  parole,  and  that  fuch  permililon 
and  paroles  have  been  granted  by  the  deputy  commiffary  of  prifoners 
in  the  eallern-department : 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  wiite  to  major-general  Heath  on  this 
fubjecl,  and  direiEl  him  to  enquire  into  this  matter,  and  take  order 
tliereon. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDjr,  October  6,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  2  3d,  from  Meffrs.  Otis  U"  Andrews,  to  the  board 
of  war,  was  laid  before  Gongrefs,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  clothier's  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Gongrefs. 

The  committee  of  commerce  brougjit  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iiTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce,  for  16,666|-  dollars,  to  be  by  them  tranfmitted  to 
John  Langdon,  Efq;  continental  agent  at  Portfmouth,  in  the  (late  of 
N.  Hamplhire,  for  the  purpofe  of  lading  the  French  fliip  Duches  of 
Gramont,  and  other  contingent  charges. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  J. 
Lovell,  for  account  of  John  Hancock,  Efq;  for  300  dollars,  being  fo 
much  advanced  by  him  to  William  Dodd  and  Patrick  M'Clofky,  for 
public  fervice,  and  paffed  to  their  accounts  in  the  treafury-office,  and 
that  the  faid  fum  be  charged  to  Mr.  Hancock. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  made  fome  progrefs  therein. 

T/jree  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  25th,  from  Mr.  J.  Baynton,  pay-maFier  at  Fort- 
Pitt,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,of  Sept.  24th, from  Andrew  Lewis  and  ThomasLewis  Efqrs; 
commilTioners  at  Fort- Pitt,  was  read,  together  with  their  proceedings  at 
a  treaty  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Delaware  nation,  and  an  agreement  or 
confederation  entered  into  between  them  and  the  faid  chiefs,  and  other 
papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 

The  mem.ber's  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Matthews, 
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A  letter,  of  Auguft  20th,  from  gov.  HouRon,  of  Georgia,  v/as  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  letter  of  September  3d, 
from  major-general  R.  Howe,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Telfair  and  Mr.  Mar- 
chant. 

Resolved,  That  gov.  Livingfton  be  requefted  to  ufe  his  utmoft  dili- 
gence in  obtaining  the  beft  information,  upon  oath,  of  the  treatment 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Baylor  and  his  party  by  the  enemy  who  attacked 
them  ;  fpecifying  the  time  when  the  attack  was  made. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdj2;   October  7,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  S.  Deane,  Efq;  was  read  : 

'Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  accompanied 
with  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general 
St.  Clair. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance,  and  fome  progrcfs  being  made  therein. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,   October  8,    1778. 

Mr.  Ellfworth,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  September  25th,  from  Peter  Colt,  Efq;  deputy  commif- 
fary-general  of  purchafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Gerry  ^Mr.  Sherman. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
the  trial  of  major-general  St.  Clair,  and  the  papers  accompanying 
them,  be  referred  to  a  committee  : 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved  to  add  "  of  the  whole  houfe  :" 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.  Bartlettj  no  ^no 

Mr.  S.  Adams^        ay'^ 
Mr.  Gerry,  no  \ 

Mr.   Lovell,  no  {  ' 

Mr.   Holcen,  no\ 

'  .no 


ay 


Nciv-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

no 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

no 

Mr. 

Ellsworth, 

no 

Neiv-Vork, 

Mr. 

Lc-^is, 

ay 

Mr. 

Duer, 

ay 

New-'Jersey, 

Mr. 

Witherspoon, 

no 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

no 

Mr. 

Elmer, 

no 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Reed, 

ay 

Mr. 

J.  Smith, 

ay 

?.Ir, 

Clitigan, 

no 

Maryland) 

Virginia, 

North-Carolitw., 
Soutb-Carolina, 
Georgia, 
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Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Stone, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
yi-r.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Matthe'ivs, 

Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
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770 

«;' 

no 

^divided. 

ay  [ 

ay' 

ay 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
ay 


Mr.  Langworthy,    ay 


ay  yay 


So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 
The  main  qneftion  was  then  put  : 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 
Netv-Hampshire,  Mr.   Bartlett, 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr,  Holten, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marchant, 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
New-Tork,  Mr.  Le%vis, 

Mr.  Duer, 
New-Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon 

Mr.  Euner, 
Mr.  Sc udder, 
Fennsylvania,  Mr.   Reed, 

Ml 

Mr.  Clingan, 
Maryland,  Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  ^tont', 
Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.   Harvie, 

Mr.   i?.  i7.  Lft-, 
Mr.   ilf.  ^172/^/5, 
Mr.   Gr/^H, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.    Williams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.   Matthews,, 
Georgia,  Mr.   Walton, 

Mr.   Telfair, 
Mr.  Langworthy 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 


720  ^J2(? 

I 
^«0 


720 


720 
720  J 
720  ' 
720^ 
720  C 
720  ^ 
720  ^ 

720 
720 
720 

James  Smith,   no 
no 

710 


\ 


no 
no 

720"^ 

720   ! 

>>7 
720   I 

720  J 

770 

720 

220 

no' 

ay 

no 
no 
no 
no 


:} 
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Ordered,  That  100  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
the  trial  of  major-general  St.  Clair,  together  with  his  defence,  be 
printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. 

Three  o'clock,  P,  M. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conGderation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance  ;  whereupon  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  determination  of 
the  queftion,  viz.  "  That  all  limitations  of  prices  of  filver  and  gold  be 
taken  off;"  which  was  yefterday  poftponed  at  the  requeft  of  aftatejbe 
further  poftponed : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Heiv- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

NcKV-Tork, 
Netv-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.   Peed,  no  ^ 

Mr.  James  Smith,   no  r 

Mr.   Cling  an,  no  J 

Mr.   Henry,  no  ^  * 

Mr.   Plarvie,  n9~\ 

Mr.  P.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.   M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.   Harnett, 

Mr.    Williams, 

Mr,  Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton., 

Mr.   Matthenvs, 

Mr.    Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  that  part  of  the  report, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Neiv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bav, 


Mr. 
Mr. 

Bartlett,  ■ 
S.  Adams, 

ay  )>ay 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Gerry, 

Lovell, 

710  r  -^ 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Holten, 
Iilarchant, 

ayj 

ay  )>ay 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

no  > 

Mr. 

Ellsivorth, 

>  no 
no  ^ 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Letvis, 
Duer, 

no^ 

>  no 
no^ 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Witherspoon, 
Elmer, 

710  y  no 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

ay] 

Mr. 

P.  Morris, 

no" 

Mr. 

Peed, 

710  . 

Idaryland, 
Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


no 

K.no 
no  r 

wo  J 

no'^ 


Georgia, 


no 


divided. 


Rhode-Island, 


Mr. 

Bartlett, 

no  yno 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

no~^ 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 

710   ! 

ay  r 

Mr. 

Holten, 

710_^ 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

no  J>n# 
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,  Connecticut)  Mr.  Shermah, 

Mr.  EllsKVorthf 

Netv-Torki  Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 

Neto-Jersej,  Mr.    Witherspoon^ 

Mr.   Elmer, 
Mr.  Scudder,  excused, 
not    having    been  pre- 
sent at  the  debate^ 

Pennsylvania,     •  Mr.   R.  Morris,        ajr\ 

Mr.  Reed,  excused,  j 
not  having  been  pre-  T 
sent    at  the  debate.  f 

Mr.  y.   Smith,  ay 

Mr.   Clinganj  ayj 

Maryland,  Mr,   Henry,  ay  ^ 

Virginia,  Mr.   Harvie,  ay'^ 

Mr.   i?.  i7.  Lee,        ay  [ 
Mr.   i/.  ^j?i/ii),  ay  f 

Mr.   Griffin,  ayJ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay'^ 

Mr.   Harnett^  ay  v. 

Mr.    Williams,  no  j 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  cy") 

Mr;  Drayton, 
Mr.   Mattheivs, 

Georgia,  Mr.    Walton, 

Mr.   Telfair, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morroWj 

Fridat,   October  9,  1778. 

A  petition  from  Elilha  Doane,  was  read,  accompanied  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  (late  of  New-Hampflnre,  on 
the  libel  "  Tread  well  and  Penhailow,  verfus  brig  Sufannah,"  Sec.  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,   That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ellfworth  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine- 
committee,  for  the  (late  of  Connedlicnt. 

Ordered,  That  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  proceedings  and  fentence  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  ma- 
jor-general Lee. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  8th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  with 
a  petition  enclofed  from  Dominique  L'Eclife  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  30th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  with 
a  paper  of  intelligence  enclofed  : 

Ordered,    That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  ftates  in  which  col.  Mofes  Rawlins 
fliall  recruit  for  his  regiment  ihall  p-ive  tb  perfons  enlifting  in  the  famcj 
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for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  the  bounty  allowed  by  the  Rate,  itt 
addition  to  the  continental  bounty,  the  men  fo  furnilbed,  not  being  in- 
habitants of  any  other  of  the  United  States,  fliall  be  credited  to  the 
quota  of  the  ftate  in  which  tliey  fliall  be  enliftcd. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commifHoners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  ofHcers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  regiment, 
commanded  by  col.  L.  Nicola,  for  pay  and  fubfiftence  for  the  month 
of  Auguft  laft,  the  fum  of  1558|>  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Paul  Feager,  907^  dollars,  being  a  balance 
due  for  2  13  reams  of  money  paper  delivered  to  Hall  fJJ*  Sellers : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Thaxter,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  fecreta- 
ry's  office,  from  June  16th  to  Oftober  16th,  1778,  366-|  dollars,  and 
for  extra  expenfes  from  York-town  to  Philadelphia,  25  dollars,  making 
in  the  whole,  391|5.  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Hurrie,  for  his  fervices  as  door-keeper 
to  Congrefs,  from  July  3d  to  Sept.  30th,  1778,  inclufive,  161  dollars^ 
and  for  caili  advanced  for  fundry  fmall  articles  for  the  ufe  of  the  houfe, 
17|^  dollars,  making  in  the  whole,  178|.^  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance,  and  fpent  fome  time  thereon* 

T'bree  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  300  dollars  be  allowed  to  Mr.  J.  Nourfe,  pay-maf- 
ter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  over  and  above  his  pay,  in  com- 
penfation  of  his  trouble  and  rifque  in  paying  the  funis  of  money  en- 
trufled  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  John  Thax- 
ter, in  reward  for  his  extra  fervices  as  clerk  in  the  fecretary's  office. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  pay- 
mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  200,000  dollars,  to  an- 
fwer  the  demands  of  the  board  in  profecuting  the  purchafe  of  flioes, 
hats,  blankets,  hole  and  mittens :  the  faid  pay-mafter  to  be  accoun- 
table : 

That  a  v/arrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  Benjamin 
Flower,  commifl'ary-general  of  military-ftores,  for  100,000  dollars,  be-» 
ing  advanced  on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  department ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  John  Connolly,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  Sept. 
15th,  from  Mr.  Beatty,  commiffary  of  prifoners. 

The  committee  of  arrangement  brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  the  fame  into 
confideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  lay  on  the  table  the  three  laft  re- 
turns of  the  continental  army. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  clo- 
thing-department ; 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr,  Duer, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAVy   October    10,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Dr.  W.  Shippen,  diredlor-general,  was 
.  read,  enclohng  a  return  of  the  fick  in  the  hofpital : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical-committee  : 

A  letter,  of  tlae  8th,  from  colonel  Pickering,  of  the  board  of  war, 
was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 
they  confer  with  colonel  Pickering  and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.   Lovell  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Sept.  30th,  from 
the  board  of  war,  brought  in  a  report  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 

Ordered.^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  James 
Reed,  pay-mafter  to  the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftrift,  for  2666^5. 
dollars,  in  full  for  two  years  wages,  ending  the  5th  day  of  Dec.  1777, 
and  in  full  compenfation  for  his  extra  fervices  during  that  time. 

Resohed,  That  the  marine-committee  be  authorized  to  employ  Mr. 
Jame  Reed  as  pay-mafter  and  clerk  to  the  navy-board  in  the  middle- 
diftricl,  and  allow  him  for  his  fervices  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  2000 
dollars  a-year,  to  commence-from  the  5th  of  December,  1777. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  24th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance,  and  made  fome  progrefs  therein. 

A  letter,  of  July  6th,  from  Mr.  Pollock,  and  one  of  July  29th,  from 
James  Willing,  at  New-Orleans,  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read;  alfo  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  John 
Weareatt,  Efq;  at  Savannah  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letters  as  relates  to  military 
operations,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  report 
thereon  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letters  as  relates  to  commercial  matters, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Mondajr. 

MoNDAT,  October    12,    1778. 

The  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-genera 
Schuyler,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  that  Congrefs  pafs  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  true  religion  and  good  morals  are  the  only  folid  founda- 
tions of  public  liberty  and  happlnefs  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earneftly  recommended  to  the 
feveral  ftates,  to  take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  the  encourage- 
ment thereof,  and  for  the  fuppreiling  theatrical  entertainments,  horfe- 
racing,  gaming,  and  fuch  other  diverfions  as  are  productive  of  idlenefs, 
diffipation,  and  a  general  depravity  of  principles  and  manners. 
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Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  hcr^-by  are  ftriftly  enjoined  to  fee  that  the  good  and  wholefome 
rules  provided  for  the  difcountenancing  of  prophanenefs  and  vice,  and 
the  prefervation  of  morals  among  the  foldiers,  are  duly  and  pundlually 
obferved. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  refolution,  with  the  preamble, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Roberdeau, 


Neio-Hampshire, 
Massackusetts-Bay, 


lihode-Islandf 
Connecticut, 

Ne'-JU-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania) 


Mr.  Bartlett, 

Mr.  S.  AdamS) 

Mr.  Gerrjy 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marcbant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Witherspoon 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  J'  Smith, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  R.   H.   Lee, 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Harriett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair,  no 

Mr.  Langworthy,     ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affimatiye. 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  refolution, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris 


Maryland, 
Yirginia, 


Nortb-Carolinas 
South-Carolina, 
Seorgia, 


ay  )>ay 

ay  Vay 

«J  yay 
Hay 

no  I 

no  *p' 

no~\ 

^y ' 

ay 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay 


■ay 


^dividedo 


<iy 


} 


ay 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


ay  )>ay 

^y'i 

ay  ^ay 

ay) 

ay  ^ay 
av7 

:,,  c  ay 


Jvetv-Tork, 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania^ 


Mr.  Bartlett, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.   Gerry, 

Mr.   Holten, 

Mr.   Marchant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.   Lewis, 

Mr.  G.   Morris 

Mr.   Witherspoon,    ay  1 

Mr.  Elmer,  ^y  {  ay 

Mr.   Scudder,  ay  j 

Mr.    R.  Morris,      ay'^ 

Mr.   Roberdeau,       ay 

Mr.  James  Smith,  no 

Mr,  Clingan,  ay 


divided. 


■ay 
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divided,. 


Mr.  M'-Kean, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  i?.  i^.  Lee, 

Mr.  3f.  Smith, 

Mr.  Gr/^«, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

Mr.  Langworthy,    cyj 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  re-confider  the  firft  refolution  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morrlsj 


Delaware, 
Maryland) 
Yirginiii, 


North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


ay 

cy\ 
^y  \ 

no] 
ay' 

no  \.no 
no 
ay 
ay 
ay^ 
no  >cfy 


'■I 


"ly 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North'Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Bartlett, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.   Holten, 

Mr.  Merchant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  G.  Alorris, 

Mr.   Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.   R.  3'Iorris, 

Mr.   i?eec/, 

Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  James  Smith,  ay 
no 
no  > 

no  ' 


Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 

Mr.  i?.   i?^.  Lee, 

Mr.  iJf.  5nn'?/j, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.  Pen;i, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 


^divided* 
no  r 

^y] 

ay\ 

'  qy 


426  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,' 

Tbr^e  o'clock,   P.    M. 

A  letter,  of  this  clay,  tVom  colonel  G.  Morgan,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

In  conlequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claimSj, 
the  auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Frederick  Bicking,  a  balance  of  1740|^  dol- 
lars, for  84  reams  of  money  paper  : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinler,  his  pay  and  fubfiftence 
as  chaplain  to  colonel  James  Livingfton's  regiment,  from  September 
llthtoOftober  lOth,  1778,  inclufive,  60  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Jofeph  Ward,  commiffary-general  of  mufters, 
for  cafh  he  advanced  for  pottage  of  letters  on  public  bufmefs,  from 
April  10th,  1777,  to  September  1ft,    1778,  59|5  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  on  the  libel  "  Thomas  Goodwin,  &c.  verfus  fchooner  For- 
tune," was  lodged  with  the  fecretary. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committte  of  nrr 
rangement,  and  fome  progrefs  being  made  therein, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,   October    13,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  lOth,  from  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  major-general  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  wa^s 

read,  with  one  of  the  6th,  from  general  Wafliington  enclofed  : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wither- 

fpoon  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Drayton  be  added  to  the  foregoing  committee, 

and  that  Mr.  Witherfpoon  be  added  to  the  committee  for  preparing* 

inftruftions  to    Dr.  Franklin,   minifter   plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

States  at  the  court  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  governor  Livingflon,  Avas  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  an  ex- 

traft  of  fo  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  trade  carrying  on  with  the  enemy 

at  Shrewfbury,  be  fent  to  g-eneral  Wafhington. 
A  memorial  from  major  AV.  Baily,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 
An  advertifement  of  John  Leach  Knight,  was  laid  liefore  Congrefs  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 
An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a   court  of  admiraltry  for  the  {late 

of  Delaware,  on  the  libel  ''  Daniel  Murphy,  &c.  verfus  iioop  Hawke," 

&c.  was  lodged  with  the  fecretary. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  col.  T.  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  was  read, 

giving  an  account  of  his  incurfion  into  the  Indian  country  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  tranfmitted  to  gen.  Wafhington, 

and  that  he  be  direfted  to  take  immediate  meafures  for  preventing  the 

enemy  from  occupying  a  poft  at  Chemung",  and  for  repelling  the  inva- 
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Hons  of  the  favages  on  the  frontiers  of  New- York,  Nevv-Jerfey  and 
Pennfylvania.  — — +<»■ — 

Three  o'clock.^  P.  31, 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  council  of 
warofthe  ftate  of  R.  Ifland,  dated  June  11th,  1778,  and  dlreilPted  to 
the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  report, 

That  the  faid  ftate  having,  in  Dec.  laft,  appointed  Mr.  John  Rey-' 
hold  agent-clothler  to  that  ftate,  agreeably  to  a  refolutlon  of  Congreis, 
and  no  inftructions  having  been  forwarded  to  the  faid  agent,  and  appli- 
cations having  been  made  and  preffed  upon  the  faid  agent  by  the  milita- 
ry-officers in  faid  ftate  for  clothing,  under  the  reftrlftions  and  limi- 
tations of  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  Nov.  2-2d,  1777  ;  the  council  of 
war  for  the  faid  ftate  advifedthe  faid  agent-clothier  to  fupply  the  officers 
of  the  two  continental  battalions  raifed  by  that  ftate  with  neceftary 
clothing,  receiving  from  them,  until  he  ftiould  receive  farther  orders, 
four  fliillings  lawful  money  for  what  coft  one  nulling-  fterling,  which 
was  thought  to  be  in  juft  proportion  to  the  wages  of  the  officers  ;  and 
the  affembly  of  the  faid  ftate  having,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  convention  at  Springfield,  and  the  fubfequent  approbation  of 
Congrefs,  ordered  a  brigade  to  be  raifed  for  twelve  months  from  the 
i6th  of  March  laft,  and  affigned  the  officers  the  fame  pay  as  thole  in 
the  continental  fervice,  did,  on  the  31ft  of  May  laft,  pafs  an  order 
that  the  agent-clothier  Ihould  fupply  them  with  clothing,  and  at  fucli 
prices  as  are  fpecified  in  the  faid  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  the  22d  of  Nov. 
laft,  upon  their  producing  a  certificate  from  major-general  Sullivan,  of 
the  proportion  to  be  furniflied  them  refpectively,  agreeably  to  the  fakl 
rvfolve  ;  and,  upon  the  application  of  gen.  Sullivan  to  the  faid  affem- 
bly, they  paffed  an  order  that  all  the  continental  officers  doing  duty  In 
the  faid  ftate,  although  not  belonging  to  the  continental  battalions  of 
the  fame,  ftiould  be  fupplled  in  the  like  manner  :  and  becaufe  the  faid 
feveral  tranfaftions  of  the  faid  council  of  war  and  legiftature  of  the 
faid  ftate  were  done  and  made  from  the  necellity  of  the  officers  in  the 
faid  department,  and  for  want  of  the  necefl'ary  inftruclions  of  the  clo- 
thier-general for  thefe  purpofes,  the  faid  legiftature  diredled  their  de- 
legates in  Congrefs  to  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs  for  their  approba- 
tion :  the  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  tranfac- 
tions,  advice  and  direcSlions  of  the  faid  council  of  war  and  legiftature^ 
and  the  advance  of  clothing  made  by  the  faid  agent-clothier,  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  were  advifeable  and  agreeable  to  the  fplrlt  and  inten- 
tion of  the  faid  refolutlon  of  Congrefs  of  Nov.  22d,  1777  :  whereupon, 

Resohedi  That  Congrefs  do  approve  of  the  faid  tranfadlion,  advice 
and  inftru£lions  of  the  council  of  war  and  legiftature  of  the  ftate  of  R. 
Ifland,  and  of  the  advance  of  clothing  made  in  confequence  thereof 
by  the  agent-clothler. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  conftderatlon  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance,   to  which  an  amendment  being  moved. 

Ordered,)  That  the  report  witlvthe  amendment  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  WJtherfpoon, 
Mr.  R,  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Sherman. 
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Ordered,,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  fixing  the  falaries 
and  nominating  the  officers  of  the  treafury  on  the  new  arrangement  i 

That  Saturday  next  be  affigned  for   elefting  the  faid  officers. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr. 
James  Smith,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for 
600  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application  ;  for  v/hich  the  faid  ftate 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  1339|-^  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  advance  the  faid  fum 
to  capt.  Rawleigh  Downman,  for  fubfifting  his  company  whilft  on  the 
recruiting  fervice  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Matthew  Irwin^ 
late  deputy  commiffary-general,  for  75,000  dollars,  to  complete  the 
fum  of  200,000  dollars  which  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  deceaitd,  late 
commiffary-general,  in  a  letter  of  credit  of  Auguft  14th,  1777,  to  the 
prefident  of  Congrefs,  applied  for  as  an  advance  to  Mr.  Irwin,  and 
that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Trumbull. 

Resolved^  That  Jofeph  Clay,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the 
ftate  of  Georgia,  be  empowered  and  directed  to  pay  into  the  hands  of 
the  deputy  commiffary,  the  deputy  quarter-mafter,  and  the  deputy  clo- 
thier-general, in  the  faid  ftate  (they  obtaining  a  warrant  from  the  com- 
manding-officer in  the  fouthern-department,)  fuch  fum  or  funis  of  mo- 
ney as  may  be  wanting  in  their  refpeftive  departments  ;  each  of  them 
to  be  accountable  ;  and  that  the  faid  deputy  pay-mafter-general  tranf- 
mit  the  accounts  of  the  fums  he  may  fo  advance  to  the  feveral  officers 
at  the  'heads  of  the  above-mentiened  departments. 

Resohed,  That  the  deputy  commiffary,  ihe  deputy  quarter-mafter^ 
and  the  deputy  clothier-general,  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  when  they 
deliver  their  refpeftive  accounts  of  expenditures  to  the  deputy  pay- 
mafter-general,  do  caufe  to  be  fpecified,  on  the  receipts  of  the  faid  ac- 
counts, that  the  fame  were  paid  in  continental  currency,  and  that  the 
fum  be  fully  expreffed  in  words. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  pay-mafter-general  be  empowered  and 
direfted  to  pay  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  continental  gal- 
lies  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  the  monthly  wages  that  are  and  may  be 
due  to  them,  tranfmittingat  the  end  of  every  month  an  account  of  the 
fame  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JFEDNESDAr,,   October    14,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  J.  Wadfworth,  Efq;  commilTary-gene- 
ral  of  purchafes,  Avas  read,  with  an  account  of  his  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures,  amounting  to  6,500,000  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  chevalier  de  Laneuville,  was  read, 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  commiffion  of  brigadier  be  granted  to  Mr. 
de  Laneuville,  the  elder,  in  th<-  army  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  be  dated  Auauft  14th,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from   Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  accompanied 
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■with  his  remail-:s  an  the  extrads  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Izard,  and  al- 
fo  his  remarks  on  the  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Vv'ith 
which  Mr.   Deane  was  furnlfhed  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extrafts  of  Mr.  Izard's 
letters  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Izard,  and  that  Mr.  pre- 
fident  be  furnillied  with  a  duplicate  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extrads  of  Mr.  Izard's 
and  Mr.  Lee's  letters  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  further  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  W.  Garmichael,  and  that  Mr.  Carmichael  be  direfted  to 
attend  on  that  day. 

Sundry  memorials  from  the  hon.  the  minifler  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  were  read,  refpecting  the  prifoners  of  the  king  of  France  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  Avith  or- 
ders to  carry  into  execution  the  requifitions  of  the  minifter. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  count  d'Eflaing,  to  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard, 
was  read,  with  fundry  letters  accompanying  the  fame  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  M. 
Smith. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdav,  October   15,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  16th,  from  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-diftridl ; 
one  of  the  6th  inft.  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  and  one  of 
Sept.  25th,  from  Meiheck  Weare.,  Efq;  prefident  of  New-Hampdiire  ; 
were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  Avas  read,  with  a  memo- 
rial and  petition  of  "William  Hofkins  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Ellfvvortli 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

An  invoice  of  the  cargo  of  the  Dutchefsde  Gramont,  which  arrived 
fome  time  ago,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  clothing. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  June  laft,  frorn  Mr.  Izard,  at  Paris,  with 
fundry  papers  accompanying  the  fame,  were  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congrefs  having  received  intelligence  that  a  number  of  vefTels  are 
engaged  in  New-York  by  the  commiffioners  of  his  Britannick  majef- 
ty,  to  go  with  flags  to  the  feveral  dates  in  this  union,  for  the  purpofe 
of  fpreading  among  the  inhabitants  a  manifefto  and  proclamation,  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  laid  commiffioners  at  N.  York,  on  the  od  day  of  Oftober 
inft.  for  the  purpofes  of  fedition.   Sec. 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  containing  the  intelligence  he  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Matthews^ 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Fridat,  October  16,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read: 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence,  for 
publication. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wadfworth,  Efq;  coinmiffary-general 
of  purchafes,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  petition  of  George  Rice,  of  the  11th  Virginia  regiment,  was 
read,  praying  relief  for  the  lofs  of  650  dollars  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

A  report  from  the  auditor-general,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
.    A  letter  from  captain  Cofm.o  Medici,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  i-eport  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  pa'y- 
mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  1,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be 
by  him  tranfmitted  to  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved.,  That  the  commiflioners  of  accounts  in  the  northern  and 
caftern-departments  be  refpedlively  diredled  forthwith  to  repair,  with 
all  the  books,  accounts  and  other  papers  of  their  otfice,  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  col.  Picker- 
ing, brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That,  in  confideration  of  the  greatly  encreafed  expenfe 
of  living,  lince  the  falaries  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  war-office  were 
eftabliflied,  and  of  the  extraordinary  expenfes  incurred  by  their  public 
ftation,  the  fum  of  4000  dollars  per  annum,  to  commence  from  this 
day,  be  paid  to  col.  Pickering  and  Mr.  Peters  refpeftively,  as  ading 
members  of  the  board  of  war;  this  falary  to  be  reduced  by  Congrefs 
when  circumftances  are  fo  far  altered  as  to  render  the  redu(ftion  rea- 
fonable  and  neceffary : 

That  .col.  Pickering  have  leave  of  abfence  for  eight  weeks,  to  go 
home  ;  but  to  return  fooner,  if  his  private  aiFairs  will  admit. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  intelligence  of  the  ene- 
my's deiign  to  fend  certain  feditious  papers  into  thefe  ftates,  underco- 
ver of  flags,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  : 

Whereas  Congrefs^,  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1778,  did  refolve,  that 
any  rnan  or  body  of  men  who  fliould  prefume  to  make  any  feparate  or 
partial  convention  or  agreement  with  commiffioners  under  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  confidered  and  treated  as 
open  and  avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States :  and  whereas  Congrefa 
have  received  intelligence,  that  the  commiffioners  of  the  king  of  Great- 
Britain  are  about  to  fend,  under  the  fanftion  of  a  flag,  certain  fedi- 
tious papers  under  the  name  and  title  of  manifeftos,  to  be  diftributed 
throughout  thefe  United  States,  with  a  view  to  (lir  up  diffentions,  ani- 
mofities  and  rebellion,  among  the  good  people  of  thefe  ftates  :  and 
whereas  fuch  pradlces  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  utterly 
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fnbverfive  of  the  confidence  neceffary  for  thofe  means  which  have  been 
invented  among  civilized  nations  to  allieviate  the  horrors  of  war  ;  and 
therefore  the  agents  employed  to  diftribute  the  faid  papers  are  not  en- 
titled to  protection  from  a  flag,  while  engaged  in  the  profeciition  of 
fuch  nefarious  purpofes : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  thefc 
United  States,  to  take  up  and  fecure  in  fate  and  clofe  cuflody  all  and 
any  pcrfon  andperfons  who,  under  the  fanclion  of  a  flag  or  otherwifc, 
may  be  concerned  or  engaged  in  the  pupofes  aforefaid  ;  and  farther, 
that  the  papers  aforefaid  be  printed  in  the  feveral  gazettes,  more  fully 
to  convince  the  good  people  of  thefe  flates  of  the  infidious  defigns  of 
the  faid  commiffioners. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major-general 
Heath,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutlons : 

Whereas  Congrefs,  on  the  1  1th  day  of  Sept.  lafl,  refolved  and  direc- 
ted, that  application  fliould  be  made  to  fir  Henry  Clinton  for  pallports 
to  American  veffels  to  tranfport  proviiions  and  fuel  to  Bofton,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  prifontirs  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ;  the  faid  palT- 
ports  to  be  fabjecl  to  fuch  reftriiSlions  as  fhould  be  agreed  on  between 
the  generals  Walhington  and  iir  Henry  Clinton  ;  and  that  gen.  Wafli- 
ington  inform  gen.  Clinton,  that  if  fuch  pafTports  be  not  granted  with- 
in three  days  after  application  made,  or  meafures  adopted  by  him  for 
fending  to  the  port  of  Bofton  ample  fupplies  of  provlfion  and  fuel  for 
the  convention  prifoners,  on  or  before  the  5th  of  October,  Congrefs 
■would  deem  themfelves  juftlfiable  in  removing  the  faid  prifoners  to 
fuch  part  of  the  United  States  as  they  can  be  beft  fubfifted  in  :  and 
whereas  application  has  been  made  and  information  given  to  gen.  fir 
Henry  Clinton,  purfuant  to  the  refolution  aforefaid,  but  to  no  eiFecl : 
and  whereas  the  continuing  the  troops  before-mentioned  in  the  ftate  of 
MafTachufetts-Bay  or  any  of  the  eaftern-ftates,  and  fubfifting  them 
there,  if  prafticable,  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  ftates : 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Walhington  be  direcSled,  if  neither  of  the  al- 
ternatives mentioned  in  the  above  refolve  have  been  complied  with,  to 
take  the  necelTary  fleps  for  removing,  with  all-convenient  fpeed,  all 
the  prifoners  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  to  the  town  of  Charlotte- 
ville,  in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia. 

In  debating  this  refolution  a  motion  was  made,  after  the  word  "  Sa- 
ratoga," to  infert  the  w-ords  following,  "  to  the  barracks  at  Lancafter 
and  York-town,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  Fort-Frederick,  in  the 
ftate  of  Maryland:"  and, 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Netv-Ha  mpsh  ire, 

Mr. 

Bartlett, 

no  ^no 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

^y  \  * 

Mr. 

Holten, 

no^ 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

no  ^ns 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

no  > 

Mr. 

Ellsworth, 

>  ne 
no'^ 
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New-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis,  nol    ,.   .,   , 

Mr,  Duer,  ^^'^  divided, 

Netv-Jersej,  Mr.  Scudder,  no  '^no 

Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Clingan,  no  K-no 

Maryland^  Mr.  Henry,  ay  K.* 

Virginia,  Mr.  Harvie,  wo") 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  no  I  no 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  no) 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  no^S 

Mr.  Harnett,  no  S-no 

Mr.  Williams,  ay  j 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  wo) 

Mr.  Matthews,  no\  "'^ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  appoint  a  proper  perfon  to  fuijcr- 
intend  and  take  charge  of  the  faid  prifoners  ;  that  they  contraft  for 
the  fuel  for  their  ufe  and  apply  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia 
for  a  fufficient  force  of  militia  to  guard  the  faid  prifoners  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  provide  a  fuitable  fupply 
of  provifion  for  the  faid  troops  : 

That  the  commifTary-general  of  ifTues  appoint  a  fuitable  perfon  to 
ifl'ue  provifions  to  the  faid  troops,  and  to  keep  a  regular  account  thereof-: 

That  regular  accounts  for  provifions  and  fuel  be  made  and  tanfmit- 
ted,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  diredled  to  contract  with  a  proper  perfon 
to  build  temporary  log  barracks  for  the  reception  of  the  faid  troops,  at 
the  place  above-mentioned,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  Dec.  next, 
and  that  they  report  to  Congrefs  the  contraft  they  may  enter  into. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  and  one  of  this 
day,  from  major-general  Lee,  were  read. 

A  motion  being  made  in  the  words  following  : 

Whereas  frequenting  play-houfes  and  theatrical  entertainments  has  a 
fatal  tendency  to  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  from  a  due  attention 
to  the  means  necelTary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  liberties  : 

Resolved,  That  any  perfon  holding  an  office  under  the  United 
States,  who  fliall  aft,  promote,  encourage  or  attend  fuch  plays,  fliall  be 
deemed  unworthy  to  hold  fuch  office,  and  fliall  be  accordingly  dif- 
jiiiffed. 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  received  a  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  a  ftate,  that  the  determination  of  the  main 
queftion  be  poftponed  to  the  next  day  : 

"Whereupon  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  required,  whether,  after  the 
previous  queftion  has  been  put  and  loft.  It  is  confiftent  with  the  12th 
and  13th  rules  of  this  houfe  to  poftpone  the  main  queftion  in  right  of 
H  ftate  ; 
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And  on  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer. 


Neiv-Hampsh  ire, 
Alassachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island.^ 
Connecticut, 

Nenv-Tork, 

Neiv-Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 
Virtfinia, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


ay  )>ay 


no  K-nc 

110  J 

no  [>77<; 


Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.   Marcbant, 
Mr.   Sherman, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Mr.   Scudder, 
Mr.    i?.  Morris, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Clingan, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.    i?.  i/.  Lee, 
Mr.   J/.  .^Kz/V/^, 
Mr.   Gr/^;7, 
Mr.   Elarnett, 
Mr.    Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthe^cvs, 

Walton, 

Telfair,      ' 

Langivorthy, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  was  then  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Duer,' 


Mr 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr, 


no 
no 

no 

^J 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 

710  _ 

no 

no  y  no 

ay 

ay, 

ay\ 

no 

no 

no 

no  >  ay 
ay  J 


'I 

■■] 

f  \ 


Neiv-Hainpshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Nenv-York, 

Ne-v-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Ml-. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Bartlett, 
S.  Adams, 
Gerry, 
Holten, 
Marchant, 
Sherman, 
Ellsiuorth, 
Lewis, 
Mr.   Duer, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.   R.   Morris, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.   Clingan, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.   M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 


ay  yay 

ay  \  ay 
ay) 

ay  V^y 
ay\ 

no  } 


ay 


no 

ay 
ay 

no 

ay 

ay 
no 

ay 

no 
no 


ay 


y 
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Nortb-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn<y  no'\ 

Mr.  Harnett.)  no  yiio 

Mr.  P/illiams,  noj 

South-Carolina^  Mr.  Laurens.^  qy~\ 

Mr.  Drajton,  'D'f^y 

Mr.  Matt/jews^  no] 

Georgia^  Mr.  Walton.)  no  7 

Mr.  Telfair^  ho  5 

So  it  was  rcfolved  in  the  -affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  the  relolution  be  publiflied. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SaTurdat,  October    17,    1778. 
Congrefs  met,  and  adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 

Three  o'clock^  P.   M. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  count  Pulafki,  was  read: 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 6th,  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.    G.  Morris,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Henry. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  general  Conway,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifuie  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of 
the  board  of  war,  for  30.000  dollars,  for  the  purpofe  of  eredVing  bar- 
racks in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  in  the  (late  of  Virginia,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  troops  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  major-gene- 
ral lord  Stirling,  informing  him  that  the  bearer,  Mrs.  Yard,  is  permit- 
ted to  return  to  this  city,  w'nh  her  trunks  and  baggage,  without  any 
examination,  and  that  ffie  be  permitted  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  gov.  Henry,  requefting  him  to 
forward,  with  all-poffible  expedition,  the  1000  men  formerly  required 
by  Congrefs  to  be  fent  to  S.  Carolina  ;  and  that  gov.  Cafwell,  of  N. 
Carolina,  be  alfo  requelfed  to  forward  the  3000  men  required  of  that 
ftate,  for  the  defence  of  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  together  with  an  ad- 
dition of  2000  men,  to  be  raifed  and  forwarded  to  Charleflown,  with 
all-poffible  expedition,  at  the  charge  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  count  d'Ef- 
taing,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  count  d'Eftiting  hath  behaved  as  a 
brave  and  wife  officer,  and  that  his  excellency,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  have  rendered  every  benefit  to  thefe  Rates, 
which  the  circumftances  and  nature  of  the  fervice  would  admit  of,  and 
are  fully  entitled  to  the  regards  of  the  friends  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  tranfmit  the  foregoing  refolution  to 
his  excellency  the  count  d'Eftaing,  and  inform  him  that  Congrefs  en- 
tertain the  highcft  fenfe  of  his  zeal  and  attachment  manifefted  in  re- 
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peated  inftances,  andp^irticularly  in  his  fpirited  offer  to  lead  the  troops 
under  his  command  from  Bofton,  and  to  co-operate  againll  R.  Illand. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  oh  Monday. 

MoNDAr,    October    19,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  James  Deane,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  G.  Morria  and  Mr. 
Drayton. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  C.  Stewart,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  major  James  Gray  be  appointed  deputy  commiffary- 
gcneral  of  iffues  in  the  nortliern-department. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

Whereas,  by  the  Sth  article  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union,  agreed  upon  for  the  United  States  of  North-America, 
it  is  provided,  that  all  expenfe  for  the  common  defence  or  general 
welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  fliall 
be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury  to  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral 
■ftates,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all  lands  v/ithin  each  (rate,  granted 
to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  as  fuch  land,  and  the  buildings  and  im- 
provements thereon,  fhall  be  efl-imated,  according  to  fuch  mode  as  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  direcl 
and  appoint : 

And,  whereas,  the  value  aforefaid  muft,  from  the  nature  of  things 
frequently  change,  and  frequent  valuations  thereby  become  neceffary: 
therefore, 

Resolved.)  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  infl:ru£l 
their  delegates  to  fix  the  period  of  fuch  valuation. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs  five  years  will  be  a  pro- 
per term  for  that  purpofe. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  October  20,    1778. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  flate 
of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  libel  "  Yelverton  Taylor,  verfus  lloop  Polly," 
was  lodged  with  the  fecretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Alfo  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the 
ftate  of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  the  libel  "  Charles 
Jenks,  Sec.  verfus  floop  Fanny,"  was  lodged  with  the  fecretary,  at  his 
chamber,  on  the  16th,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wadfvvorth,  Efq;  commiffary-general 
of  purchafes,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr. 
Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  the  I4th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  and  one  of  Sept, 
12th,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclofing  a  paper  of  intelligence, 
t/ere  read. 

A.  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Chriftopher  Hele,  lieutenant  of  the  Pref- 
ion  man  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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A  memorial  from  Gerfham  Mott  and  Robert  Walker,  in  beliall"  of 
themfelves  and  others,  captains  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded 
by  col.  John  Lamb,  accompanied  with  fundry  papers  therein  referred 
to,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  22d,  from  colonels  Morgan,  Williams  and  Da- 
vies,  enclofing  four  memorials  of  the  fame  tenor  and  date,  but  figned 
diiFerentlv  by  the  field-ofiicers  and  captains  in  the  army,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  until  Congrefs  have  fully  conlidered  and 
determined  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  letter,  of  the  1  8th,  from  David  Franks,  directed  to  Mofes  Franks, 
and  one  figned  Matthew  Clarkfon,  A.  D.  camp,  and  direfted  to  gen. 
Maxwell,  or  in  his  abfence,  to  col.  Shrieve,  were  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read  : 

Ordered.)  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  threee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  memorial  from  Griffin,  Greene  isf  Co.  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  leferred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 
they  confer  thereon  with  the  commifTary-general  of  purchafes  : 

The  menjbers  cliofen,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Lewis  isf  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, was  read. 

Resolved.,  That  the  fum  of  100,000  dollars  be  tranfmitted  by  the 
board  of  war  to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun.  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter-ge- 
neral  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  for  paying  the  arrears  due  to  the  con- 
tinental troops  in  tliat  ftate,  and  the  balance  due  to  the  militia  thereof, 
that  were  in  the  continental  fervice  laft  year,  and  for  the  pay  and  fub- 
Hftence  of  the  continental  troops  and  levies  recommended  to  be  fent 
from  that  ftate  to  Charleftown,  for  the  defence  of  the  ftates  of  S.  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved.,  That  the  fum  of  1,000,000  of  dollars  be  tranfmitted  by 
tlie  board  of  war  to  John  Lewis  Gervais,  Efq;  who  is  hereby  unani- 
monfly  appointed  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina, 
for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  continental  troops  and  levies  ordered 
to  Charleftown  for  the  defence  of  the  ftates  of  S.  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Three  o'clock.,   P.   M. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  Mr.  prefident  Rodney,  of  Delaware 
ftate,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOth,  from  W.  Pynchon,  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
ftiire,  in  the  ftate  of  Mafl"achufetts-Bay,  was  read,  informing,  that  he 
has  received,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  £  120,  money  of  that  ftate, 
and  deft  ring  to  know  to  whom  he  (hall  pay  the  fame  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.,  That  a  v/arrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  comimiflioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  150,000 
dollars,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  Efq;  clothier-general,  to  enable 
him  to  complete  the  payment  of  balances  due  from  his  department  ; 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 
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That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafnrer  in  favour  of  major  John  Clark, 
for  850  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  W.  Palfrey,  pay-maf« 
ter-general,  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  for  that  fum,  in  favour  of 
the  faid  major  Clark,  dated  Sept.  25th,  1778  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter-ge- 
iieral  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  David  Rittenhouf'e,  Efq;  treafurer  of  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  the  marine-committee,  for  5000 
dollars,  advanced  upon  their  application,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
tax  laid  in  the  faid  ftate,  agreeably  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the 
22d  of  Nov.  lad  ;  for  which  the  faid  committee  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a 
Warrant  iffue  on  David  Rittenhoufe,  Efq;  treafurer  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  brigadier  count  Pulafki,  for  10,000  dollars, 
on  account  of  his  corps,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  ;  which  fum 
is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  tax  laid  in  the  faid  ftate,  agreeably  to 
the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  22d  of  Nov.  laft  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  capt.  Cofmo  Me- 
dici, for  1500  dollars,  in  fatisfaftion  of  his  account  of  expenfes  for 
liimfelf  and  four  troopers,  efcorting  loan-office  certificates  to  the  fou- 
thern-ftates  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  J.  Elmer,  a 
delegate  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  for  200  dollars,  advanced  upoil 
his  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  N.  Sciidder, 
a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfev,  for  500  dollars,  advanced  upon 
his  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  cf  claims,  the 
iluditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr,  White,  for  his  pay  as  chaplain  to 
Congrefs,  from  OA.  1ft,  1777,  to  OA.  I  ft,  1778,  720  dollars,  an-^  for 
his  rations  during  the  fame  time,  303^^  dollars,  making  in  the  whole, 
1 02  3^6(^  dollars.' 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Woodhoufe,  for  ftationary  for  the  ufe 
of  Congrefs,  105|-^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  George  Bright,  for  fuperintending  the  making 
of  paper  for  loan-office  certificates,  25  days,  150  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Patton,  his  pay  as  melTenger  to  Con- 
grefs, from  June  16th,  to  the  13th  of  Oft.  1778,  inclufive,  240  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  fundry  perfons  for  articles  for  the  public  en- 
tertainment on  the  4th  of  July  laft,  2835|-^  dollars,  of  which  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  conduft  the  faid  entertainment  have  received  for 
articles  fold,  289i|-  dollars,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  2546|-§  dollars  j 
to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Matthews : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  i 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  on  Friday  next,  Congrefs  take  into  conH  teratiort  the 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  im- 
mediately after  reading  the  public  letters  and  taking  order  thereon,  and 
that  all  the  members  in  town  be  fummoned  to  attend. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  Sept.  25th,  from 
P.  Colt,  Efq;  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Efq;  commif- 
fioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
for  70,000  dollars :  another  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  treafurer 
of  the  ftate  of  Conneclicut,  for  100,000  dollars,  being  part  of  the  fum 
to  be  raifed  by  the  faid  ftate,  for  fupplylng  the  continental  treafury  : 
and  one  other  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  ConneAicut,  for  20,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  Peter  Colt,  Efq;  late  commifTary -general  of  purchafes,  who 
is  to  be  accountable  for  the  faid  funis,  amounting  to  190,000  dollars, 
and  to  be  furniflied  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Colt  be  diredted  to  tranfmit  to  the  board  of 
treafury  the  accounts  of  purchafes  made  under  the  direftion  of  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  Efq;  late  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  in  order  for 
fettlement. 

Whereas  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  April  22d,  1777,  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  the  feveral  commanding-officers  of  parties,  detachments  or 
corps  on  their  march  to  or  from,  camp,  fhall  fend  to  the  miltary-hofpi- 
tals  fuch  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  as,  from  time  to  time,  are  unable 
to  proceed,  unlefs  from  the  diftance  of  the  hofpitals  or  other  caufes,  it 
fliall  at  any  time  be  necelTary  to  deliver  them  to  the  care  of  private 
phyficians  or  furgeons,  in  which  cafes  the  deputy  direftor-general  {hall 
difcharge  the  reafonable  demands  of  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  con- 
ducing, agreeably  to  the  faid  refolve. 

And,  whereas,  no  provifion  is  therein  made  for  dlfcharging  the  accounts 
of  other  perfons  who  have  been  or  may  be  employed  by  proper  officers 
for  taking  care  of  and  providing  for  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  : 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  direftors-general  refpedlively,  be  authori- 
zed and  inftrudled  to  difcharge  fuch  of  the  faid  accounts  as  fhall  ap- 
pear to  be  reafonable  and  juft,  provided  that  each  perfon  who  may  here- 
after be  employed  to  provide  for  officers  and  foldiers  as  aforefaid,  fhall 
give  the  earlieft  notice  thereof  to  the  deputy  direftor-general,  or  the 
phyfician  or  furgeon-general  of  the  diftrii^,  in  order  for  the  fpeedy  re- 
moval to  the  military-hofpitals. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  du  Cambray  be  ordered  to  repair 
with  all-convenient  expedition  to  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  putting  the  town  and  harbour  of  Charleftown  in  the  moft  ref- 
peftahle  pofture  of  defence,  and  to  render  fuch  other  fervice  to  the 
ftates  of  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  ffiall  be  required  of  him  by  the 
commanding-officer  of  that  department. 

Resolved,  That   henceforward  Congrefs  fit  but  once  a-day  :  that 
they  meet  precifely  at  ten  o'clock,  and  lit  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
.  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Webnesdat,  October  2\,  1778. 

The  committee  to  whoin  were  referred  the  letters  from  David 
Franks,  &c.  brought  in  a  report ;  v/hereupcn, 

The  letter  from  David  Franks,  Efq;  commiffarv  of  Britifh  prifoners, 
to  Mofes  Franks,  Efq;  of  London,  enclofed,  under  cover  to  capt.  Tho- 
mas Moore,  of  gen.  Delancey's  regiment,  being  read, 
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Resolvedy  That  the  contents  of  the  faid  letter  manlfeft  a  difpofitlon 
and  intentions  inimical  to  the  fafety  and  liberty  of  the  United' States  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Franks,  having  endeavoured  to  tranfmit  this  letter  by 
flealth  within  the  Britifli  lines,  has  abufed  the  confidence  repofed  in 
him  by  Congrefs,  to  exercife  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  thefe  ftates  the 
office  of  commiffary  to  the  Britifli  prifoners. 

Resolved.)  That  major-general  Arnold  be  direcS^ed  to  caufe  the  faid 
David  Franks  forthwith  to  be  arrefted,  and  conveyed  to  the  new-gaol 
in  this  city,  there  to  be  confined  till  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  David  Franks,  Efq;  be  not,  after  the  10th  day  of 
November  next,  permitted  to  exercife,  direftly  or  indiredtly,  the  office 
of  commiffary  to  the  Britiffi  prifoners  within  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  directed  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of 
thefe  refolutions  to  fir  Henry  Clinton,  and  inform  him,  that  Congrefs 
defire  he  will  nominate  a  proper  perfon  who,  having  received  their  ap- 
probation, may  exercife  the  office  of  commiffary  to  the  Britidi  pri- 
foners. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  {it  again,  and  confider  by  what  pro- 
cefs  it  may  be  proper  to  take  cognizance  of  Mr.  D.  Franks's  offence. 

Ordered,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  prefident,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  expreffes. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  J.  Beatty,  commiffary  of  prifoners, 
enclofing  a  letter  of  the  14th,  from  Mr.  Jofliua  Loring,  of  New- York, 
was  read,  dellring  to  know  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs,  whether  he  fhall 
comply  with  Mr.  Loring's  application,  that  lord  Balcarras,  and  capt. 
Strangeways,  two  officers  of  the  convention  troops,  be  permitted,  on 
parole,  to  go  and  refide  in  England,  in  exchange  for  two  American 
.officers,  who  are  to  be  fuffered,  on  parole,  to  refide  at  their  own  homes  : 
whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners  be  informed, 
that  Congrefs  do  not  approve  of  partial  and  parole  exchanges  ;  but 
that  they  are  willing  to  make  a  general  exchange  of  officers,  whether 
of  the  convention  or  otherwife,  as  far  as  numbers  and  ranks  will  apply. 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  de  Vrigny,  was  read,  reprefenting,  that 
the  time  of  his  furlough  from  the  court  of  France  being  expired,  he  is 
under  the  neceffity  of  refigning  his  commiffion  :  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered^  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  memorial  as  relates  to  pay  and 
rations  due  to  Monf.  de  Vrigny,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  memorial  be  lent  to  gen.  Wafh- 
ington, and  that  he  be  empowered  and  diredled  to  give  Monf.  de 
Vrigny  fuch  certificate  and  teftimonial  as  his  zeal  and  fervices  may 
have  entitled  him  to. 

A  memorial  from  baron  de  Randerode  de  Thulier,  a  native  of  Lo- 
rain, accompanied  with  fundry  papers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
from  the  marquis  de  Britigny. 

A  reprefentation  from  the  Rate  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Wl- 
therfjDoon. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prenare  a 
plain  for  procuring  reinforcements  of  men  to  fupply  the  places  of  thofe 
"vvhofe  times  of  fervice  Avill  expire  in  the  winter  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
Resolved,  That  gen.  Walhington  be  directed  to  inform  Congrefs 
of  the  progrefs  which  has  been  made  in  re-enlifting  the  army  jn  con-, 
fequence  of  the  refolution  of  the  8th  of  September  laft. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major-general 
the  maquis  de  la  Fayette,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  maquis  de  la  Fayette,  major-general  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  United  States,  have  leave  to  go  to  France  ;  and  that  he 
return  at  fuch  time  as  fhall  be  mofl  convenient  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  a  letter  to  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  returning  him  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  for  that  difinterefted 
zeal  which  led  him  to  America,  and  for  the  fervices  he  hath  rendered 
to  the  United  States  by  the  exertion  of  his  courage  and  abilities  on 
many  fignal  occafions. 

Resolved,  That  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  be  direfted  to  caufe  an  elegant 
fword,  with  proper  devices,  to  be  made  and  prefented,  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

The  committee  alfo  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  of  recommen- 
dation of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefly  the 
king  of  France,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  fame  committee  having  been  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of 
credence,  notifying  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  the  appointment  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq;  to  be  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  thefe 
ftates  at  the  court  of  France,  and  alfo  the  draught  of  inftruAions  to  the 
faid  minifter,  brought  in  a  draught  of  the  letter,  which  was  agreed  to. 
They  alfo  brought  in  a  draught  of  inftrudlions,  which  were  taken 
Into  confideration. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnuRSDAr,  October  22,    1775. 

Ordered,  That  major-general  Arnold  make  immediate  return  to 
Congrefs  of  his  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  Congrefs 
of  yefterday,  for  the  arreft  and  commitment  of  David  Franks,  £fq; 

A  memorial  from  the  regimental-furgeons  and  furgeon's  affiftants 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  "^-as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr.  Bartlett, 

A  memorial  from  captain  John  P.  Shott,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  .motion,  Resolved,  That  gen.  Walhington  be  dlrcdled  to  order 
iTiajor-general  Gates,  forthwith  to  repair  to  Bofton,  to  take  command 
of  the  continental  forces  that  are  or  may  be  in  the  eaftern-diftrift,  un- 
til the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs  or  general  Wafliington. 

According  to  order,  major-general  Arnold  having  made  return  of 
his  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  yefterday,  the  fame 
-^d.%  read. 
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Besohed,  That  to  the  end,  the  arrears  due  to  the  iTiilltia  of  Virgi- 
nia that  have  been  in  continental  fervice,  called  into  fuch  fervice  by 
order  of  Congrel's  or  the  commander  in  chief,  may  be  fpeedily  adjufted 
and  paid,  the  governor  and  council  of  that  ftate  be  requefled  to  call 
upon  the  proper  officers  to  produce  authenticated  abHrads,  lliewing 
the  arrears  due  to  fuch  militia  as  have  fo  ferved,  and  caufe  the  fame  to 
be  immediately  paid  by  warrants  from  the  governor  on  Benjamin  Har- 
rifon,jun.   Efq;  the  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  Virginia. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  conlideration  of  the  inftrudlionp  to  the  minif- 
ter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  which  being  amended, 
were  agreed  to. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  major-general  Heath,  wag  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  cafe  of  enfign 
Brown. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 8th,  from  general  Wafiiington,  was  read. 

Whereas  upon  the  evacuation  of  this  city  by  the  Britilh  army,  cer- 
tain feizures  were  made  of  goods  andeffefts,  fuppofed  to  belong  to  the 
fubjedls  of  Great-Britain,  and  other  goods  were  taken  up  under  con- 
trails entered  into  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  by  the  officers,  in 
the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter,  clothier  and  commiffary-gene- 
rals,  and  a  committee  hath  been  appointed  by  Congrefs  to  examine  in- 
to the  eondudl  of  the  faid  officers  in  making  the  faid  feizures  and  con- 
trails, that  juftice  may  be  done  to  the  public  and  individuals,  but  re- 
port hath  not  yet  been  made  : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  direct  fuch  of  the  faid  goods,  whe- 
ther feized  or  contracted  for,  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  immediate  ufe 
of  the  army,  efpecially  for  clothing  to  be  appropriated  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  that  the  board  of  war  direct  that  proper  accounts  be  kept  of  the 
goods  fo  appropriated,  the  quantity  and  quality,  and  of  whom  feized 
and  with  whom  contrafted  for. 

Ordered,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  aforefald, 
and  that  the  faid  committee  fit  on  the  bufinefs,  and  report  on  Thurfday 
next  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M.  Smith  and  Mr.  EUfworth. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FiiiDAr,  October  23,    1778. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate 
of  N.  Jerfey,  on  the  libel  "  David  Stephen,  8cc.  verfus  fchooner  John 
and  Sally,"  was  lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  Augufl:  26th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
they  report  their  opinion  thereon  to  the  board,  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read,  in- 
forming, tliat  the  enemy's  fleet  had  failed. 

Sundry  letters  of  the  19th  and  2]  ft,  from  brigadier  count  Pulalki, 
■were  read,  encloftng  the  commiffion  of  de  Breneville,  a  lieutenant  in 
count  Pula&i's  legion  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war» 

A  petition  from  Dominique  L'Eclife  was  read  : 
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Whereupon,  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  the  faid 
Dominique  L'Eclife,  was  taken  up  ;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  635  dollars  be  paid  to  Monf.  L'Eclife, 
in  fatisfaction  of  his  fufferings,  and  to  enable  him  to  pay  monies  lent 
him  for  his  fupport,  by  fundry  gentlemen,  friends  to  thefe  ftates. 

Resolved^  That  the  fum  of  60  dollars  per  month,  for  pay  and  fubfif- 
tence,  and  one  ration  a-day,  be  allowed  to  Monf.  L'Eclife,  during  the 
pleafure  of  Congrefs,  and  that  he  be  direcfled  to  refide  for  the  prefent 
in  the  northern-department,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  way  as  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  or  the  commander  of  the  northern-department,  fhall 
deem  ferviceable  to  the  United  States  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refohition  be  fent  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  to  whom  Monf.  L'Eclife  fhall  give  notice  of  the  particular 
place  of  his  abode. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  major- 
general  Lincoln,  for  3000  dollars,  lo  bear  the  expenfes  of  himfelf  and 
fuit  to  South-Carolina  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  a  charter-party, 
•with  feveral  other  papers  relative  to  an  agreement  entered  into  between 
Scott,  L'vine  and  Cooper,  owners  of  the  brig  Commerce,  on  the  one 
part,  and  Hews  and  Smith,  agents  in  behalf  of  the  fecret-committee, 
on  the  other  part,  report, 

That  it  appears  the  faid  agents,  in  behalf  of  the  fecret-committee, 
contradled  to  lade  the  faid  brigantine  for  fome  port  or  ports  in  Europe, 
and  to  pay  for  her  here  at  the  rate  of  500  dollars  per  month  :  that  the 
faid  brigantine  was  valued  at  7000  dollars,  which  fum  the  faid  agents 
infured  to  the  faid  owners,  and  agreed  to  pay  them  over  and  above  the 
jnonthly  hire,  if  it  fhould  happen  that  the  faid  brigantine  fhould  be  fei- 
zed,  taken,  fnnk,  or  otherwife  deflroyed,  by  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  :  that  the  faid  brigantine  was  laden  with  tobacco,  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  merchandize  on  account  of  the  United  States,  and  arrived  fafe 
with  her  cargo  in  the  port  of  Nantes,  in  France  :  that  flie  failed  from 
thence  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  Sept.  1777,  with  a  cargo  of  fait,  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  until  Ihe 
arrived  on  the  coaft  of  N.  Carolina  :  that  {h&  met  with  feveral  ftorms, 
by  Avhich  flie  was  greatly  damaged  in  her  marts,  yards,  fails  and  rig- 
ging :  that  the  people  on  board  were  in  diflrefs  for  want  of  proviGons 
and  water  ;  all  which  induced  the  captain  of  her  to  put  into  the  illand 
of  Bermuda  :  that  Tne  arrived  at  Somerfet,  in  the  faid  ifland,  on  the 
4th  day  of  Dec.  1 777,  when  the  captain  applied  to  Henry  Tucker,  Efq; 
who  advifed  him  to  unload  the  laid  brigantine  and  ftrip  her  of  all  her 
fails,  rig-ging,  cables,  and  other  materials  :  that  he  unladed  and  flript 
her  accordingly,  and  put  every  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  faid  Mr. 
Tucker  :  that  it  appears  that  the  hull  of  the  faid  brig  was  feized  and 
taken  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  fitted  out,  in  order  to 
carry  to  Great-Britain  part  of  the  cargo  and  crew  of  a  fliip  that  had 
been  caft  away  on  Bermuda,  in  her  palTage  from  Jamaica  to  London  t 
that  it  further  appears,  that  Hewes  and  Smith,  agents  as  aforefaid,  are 
bound  by  the  faid  charter-party  to  pay  to  the  owners  of  the  faicl  brigan- 
tine the  amount  of  the  faid  valuation,  and  the  monthly  hire,  until  the 
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day  the  fald  brlgantlne  was  fo  feized  and  taken  ;  and  that  tlie  account 
of  the  faid  valuation  and  hire,  exclufive  of  the  faid  brig's  difburfe- 
ments  in  France,  amount  to  10,534i|-  dollars  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  10,5o4i|.dollars  be  paid  to  Meffrs.  Hewes 
isf  Smith,  agents  as  aforefaid,  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  valuation  and 
monthly  hire  of  the  brigantine  Commerce,  exclufive  of  her  difburfe- 
ments  in  France,  agreeably  to  the  charter-party,  entered  into  by  them 
with  the  owners  of  faid  brigantine  ;  the  faid  Hewes  llf  Smith  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Duer. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  procee- 
dings and  fentence  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general 
Lee,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to 
"Wednefday  next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAT,  October  24,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  Monf.  de  Vrlgny,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  Meffrs.  Penet  and  Coulou,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr, 
Sherman. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  refpecling  col.  G.  Morgan,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  from  Griffin  Greene  if  Co.  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  the  committee  confer 
with  Mr.  Wadfworth,  and  report  generally. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  added  to  the  committee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  commiflioners  of  claims,  at  the  board 
of  treafury,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  empowered  to  hire  a-good 
and  trufty  clerk  for  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  and  that  the  foregoing 
letter  be  referred  to  the  faid  board. 

Some  further  inftructions  to  the  minifler  plenipotentiary  at  tlie  court 
of  France  were  taken  into  confideration,  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr.  Duer  be 
added  to  the  committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,   October  26,    1778. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  prepare  an  anfwer  to 
the  letter  from  the  governor  of  Havannah.  ;V 

A  letter  from  Monf.  de  Vrigny,  was  read: 
■    Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftatc 
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of  N.  Jerfey,  on  the  libel  "  Yelverton  Taylor,  Sec.  verfus  floop  Lartc," 
was  lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  count  Pulafki,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  count  Pulafki's  legion  and  all  the  cavalry  at  or  near 
Trenton,  be  ordered  forthwith  to  repair  to  Suffex  court-houfe,  there  to 
wait  the  order  of  gen.  Wafliington  ;  and  that  the  prefident  write  a  let- 
ter to  the  general,  informing  him  of  this  refoliltion,  and  pointing  out 
the  neceffity  of  ordering  the  cavalry  to  fome  place  or  places,  where 
they  may  be  eafily  fupplied  with  forage. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  count  Pulafki's  letter  as  relates  to  blan- 
kets, be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  21fl:,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read,  en- 
clofing  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr.  Griffith,  with  fundry  affidavits  relative 
to  the  mafTacre  of  col.  Baylor's  regiment,  on  the  27th    of  Sept.  laft  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  letter  aS  relates  to  the  maffacre, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gov.  Livingfhon,  on  the  fame  fubjed,  was 
read. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  and  one  of  the  15th, 
from  Goffinils  Erkelins,  with  a  paper  enclofed,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  Jofhua  Huntington,  and  one  fromChrif- 
topher  Hele,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  tead  s 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  Monf.  Bedaulx,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  William  Pynchon,  Efq;  trcafurer 
of  the  county  of  HampRiire,  in  the  flate  of  Maffachufetts,  in  favour 
of  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  Efq;  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  for 
400  dollars,  which  the  general  feffions  of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  Malcolm  Henry,  in  confequence  of  his  having 
been  convifted  of  ftealing  lead  to  the  value  o'i  £.  40,  the  property  of 
the  United  States  ;  the  laid  commiltary-general  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  Pennfvlvania,  for  35,000  dollars  ;  and 
another  v/arrant  on  the  treafurer  for  25,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  col. 
G.  Morgan,  for  the  purchafe  of  cattle  made  by  his  direction  for  the 
troops  of  the  weftern-frontier  ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fufiis 
afore  fa  id. 

Resolved,  That  a  committ  e  of  three  be  appointed  to  fuperintend 
the  publication  of  fuch  matt.'rs  relating  to  the  difputes,  petitions  and 
negociatinns  to  and  with  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  fuch  notes 
and  explanations  thereon  as  to  them  fhall  appear  proper  ;  and  that 
they  agree  with  the  printer  for  1300  copies  of  fuch  publication,  on 
account  of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen, Mr.  G.Morris,  Mr. Drayton  b^Mr.R.H.  Lee. 
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The  committee  having  again  brought  in  a  draught  of  further  in- 
ftrudlions  to  the  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  France,  the  fame  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That    Mr.  Bartlett  be   added  to  the  medical-committee  : 

That  Mr.  M.  Smith  be  added  to  the  committee  o»f  commerce  : 

That  Mr.  Ellfworth  be  added  to  the  committee  of  appeals. 

Whereas  great  public  injury  arifes  from  the  prefent  purchafes  of 
■wheat  in  the  forage  department  : 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  future,  no  whsat  be  purchafed  for  forage 
by  any  perfon  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  unlefs  Congrefs  fliall 
order  otherwife. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate 
Rhode-Ifland,  on  the  libel  "  Jonathan  Tredwell,  Sec.  verfus  fchooner 
Hawke,"  was  lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Griffin  Greene, 
brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  whenever  it  may  be  necelTary  to  employ  merchant 
vefTels  on  account  of  thefe  United  States,  the  fame  ought  to  be  char- 
tered rather  than  purchafed  ;  and  that  the  commiffary-general,  agent 
or  contradlor,  on  behalf  of  thefe  United  States,  if  he  fliall  at  any  time 
find  it  expedient  to  take  into  the  fervice  of  government  vefTels  to  be 
employed  as  tranfports  on  the  high-feas,  and  fuch  veffels  cannot  be  ob- 
tained without  infurance  on  the  part  of  government,  fnall  caufe  the 
value  therof  to  be  afcertained  by  three  reputable  men,  having  know- 
ledge in  fuch  bufinefs,  on  oath  and  under  their  hands  and  feals  :  which 
faid  valuation  fliall  be  inferted  in  the  charter-party,  and  any  lofs  that 
may  arife  to  the  owner  or  owners  by  means  of  the  enemy,  Ihall  be  paid 
according  to  the  common  courfe  of  infurance. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  fl:ate 
of  New-Jerfey,  on  the  libel  "  Samuel  Ingerfol,  See.  verfus  fchooner 
Lovely  Nancy,"  was  lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,   October  27,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  count  Pulafki,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Danbury,  was 
read,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  general  Gates  be  furniflied  with  a  copy  of  the  refo- 
lution  refpedling  lord  Balcarras. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs,  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
indulgence  of  paroles  have  been  granted  to  the  prifoners  of  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga,  in  confideration  of  money  paid  and  i-eceived  for 
the  fame  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  council  of  Maffachufctts- 
Bay,  and  requefl:  them  to  enquire  into  this  matter  : 

That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  inveiligate  the  truth  of 
the  information  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Sherman 
and  Mr.  March  ant. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  Mr.  D.  Waterbury,  was  read  : 
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Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  comminiou  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard, 
miniller  plenipotentiary  and  conful-geueral  of  France,  appointing 
Monf.  d'Anemours  conful  of  France  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  v/as  laid 
before  Cong  re  is  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and 
that  they  take  the  proper  meafures  to  notify  the  fame  to  the  flate  of 
Maryland. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
was  read,  mentioning  the  requeft  of  Monf.  le  Vienne  for  leave  to  go 
to  France,  and  to  have  a  commifTion  in  lieu  of  the  brevet  already 
granted  him. 

Another  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was 
read,  taking  leave  of  Congrefs,  and  alfo  another  letter  without  date,, 
from  the  marquis  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  this  lait  be  referred  to  the  committee  lately  appoin- 
ted to  prepare  inftruclions  to  the  minlfter  plenipotentiary  of  thefe  ftates 
at  the  court  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  R.  Peters,  a  member  of  the  board  of 
war,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  I'hat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  clothier-gene- 
ral's department. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  captain  Stoddard,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  allowed  to  the  field-officers, 
captains  and  fubalterns,  chaplain  and  furgeon  of  the  light-dragoons  ref- 
peftively,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  to  compenfate  the  extra- 
ordinary expenfes  of  his  horfe  and  equipment  beyond  that  of  officers  of 
the  like  rank  in  the  infantry  ;  provided  always,  that  any  officer  recei- 
ving fuch  fum,  (hall  be  liable  to  refund  the  fame  if  he  leaves  the  fervice 
during  the  prefent  war. 

A  motion  being  made  refpecling  the  officers  of  col.  Seth  Warner's 
regiment  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they 
write  to  the  pay-mafter-general  on  the  fubject : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  M.  Smith  and  Mr.  G. 
Morris. 

JResokecL,  That  major-general  lord  Stirling  be,  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
refted,  to  permit  col.  Beniah  Norton,  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  in  the 
Hate  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  to  go  into  N.  York  ;  and  that  a  flag  be  fur- 
nilhed  him  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  he  be  permitted  to  return  when 
he  fliall  have  concluded  his  bufinefs. 

The  committee  of  commerce  brought  in  a  report  ;  v/hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  tobacco,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  be 
Oiipped  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  and  contrails  of  the  faid  flates  : 

Tliat  the  agents  in  North-Carolina  and  elfewhere,  adjuft  and  fettle 
tlie  accounts  of  their  tranfadions,  and  that  the  committee  of  com- 
merce take  poper  meafures  to  effect  the  purpofes  aforefaid  : 

That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  direfted  to  take  care  of  the 
commercial  concerns  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  they  be  empow- 
ered to  take  fuch  fteps  for  that  purpofe  as  they  fliall  deem  neceffary. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer  to  the  governor  of 
Ilavannah,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 
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A  letter  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  brave  conduct  of  Monf.  Toufard,  captain  in  the  regiment 
of  artillery  of  la  Fer,  in  taking  poffeffion  of  a  piece  of  artillery  from  the 
enemy,  in  which  aillon  he  loft  his  right  arm  by  the  difcharge  of  ano- 
ther piece  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  gallantry  of  Monf.  Toufard  in  the  late  adion 
on  R.  Ifland,  is  deferving  of  the  higheft  applaufe  ;  and  that  Ccngrefs, 
in  confideration  of  his  zeal  and  misfortune,  do  promote  the  faid  Monf. 
Toufard  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  by  brevet,  and  that  he  do  receive  a  penfion  of  30  dollars  per 
month,  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States  of  America,  during 
his  life. 

Whereas  Meffrs.  Gimat,  de  Noirmont,  Capitaine,  and  la  Columbe, 
have  been  put  to  great  expenfe  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
without  having  received  any  money  from  the  commiffioners  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruclions  to 
the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France, 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  faid  perfons  upon  the  expenfes  they 
have  incurred,  and  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Brice  and  Mr.  »Nevi]!e,  aids-de-camp  to  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonels 
in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  by  brevet. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrov/. 

WednesDjIV,    October  28,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  17th,  from  T.  B.  Girardeau,  was  read,  inform- 
ing, that,  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  he  has  been  obliged  to 
refign  his  commifTion  of  deputy  commiffary-general  of  iffues  in  S.  Ca- 
rolina and  Georgia,  to  major-general  Howe,  who  has  appointed  Mr. 
Mordecal  Shetfall  to  aft  as  deputy  commiffary-general  of  iffues  in  his 
ftead,  till  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  fliall  be  known  ;  alfo  a  letter  of  Au- 
guft 19th,  from  Mordccai  Shetfall,  and  one  of  Auguft  25th,  from  G. 
Walton,  Efq;  were  read  ;  whereupon., 

Resolved,  That  the  reftgnation  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Girardeau  be  accep- 
ted ;  and  that  the  confideration  of  confirming  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Shetfall  be  poftponed  : 

That  fo  much  of  Mr.  Shetfall's  letter  as  relates  to  petitions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  D.  Franks,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  "T\\?X  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confider 
by  Avhat  procefs  it  may  be  proper  to  take  cognizance  of  D.  Franks's 
oiFence. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  lieutenant  Girard,  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  enclofing 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  brigadier  Hand,  and  a  journal  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Butler's  expedition  to  Unandilla  and  Oneaquaga  : 

Ordered,  That  the  extracl  of  brigadier  Hand's  letter,  v.'ith  fo  nnirb 
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of  the  general's  letter  as  relates  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  who  are  diredted  to  take  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  the  fet- 
tlers  at  Wyoming  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Duer  : 

That  the  journal  of  colonel  Butler  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
intelligence. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters 
from  lieutenant-colonel  Vrigny,  report, 

That  they  have  taken  into  condderation  the  claim  of  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Vrigny,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  no  pay  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
lieutenant-colonel  Vrigny  from  the  1ft  day  of  June,  1777,  to  the  end 
of  Jan.  1778,  during  which  time  he  ferved  as  a  volunteer  :  that  he  be 
referred  to  the  pay-mafter-general,  who  is  directed  to  fee  that  the  ba- 
lance due  to  him  for  his  pay  and  fubfiftence  from  the  1ft  day  of  Febru- 
ary, be  adjufted  and  difcharged  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  farther  report  ;  where- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  major- 
general  Arnold,  for  8000  dollars,  in  confequence  of  his  letter  to  the 
auditor-general,  reprefenting  this  fum  due  to  him  on  account  ;  he  to 
be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Philip  Minis,  for 
69  19i  dels,  it  being  fo  much  advanced  by  him  to  the  late  Mr.  Kennon, 
deceaied,  acting  pay-mafter  and  com  miliary  to  the  Virginia  and  North- 
Carolina  troops  in  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  as  appears  by  certificates  of 
the  faid  pay-mafter  and  major-general  Howe,  then  commanding-officer 
in  the  fouthern-department  ;  and  that  the  account  of  the  faid  Willi- 
am Kennon,  deceafed,  be  charged  with  the  fum  aforefaid  : 

That. a  v/arrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Monf.  Florean 
Charles  Mey,  for  10,778  dollars,  to  anfwer  a  draught  of  major-gene- 
ral R.  Hov/e,  of  the  26th  of  Auguft  laft,  on  the  preudent  of  Congrefs, 
in  favour  of  Monf.  John  Pourei,  for  fundry  military-ftores  purchufed 
of  him  to  this  amount  by  gen.  Howe,  for  continental  fervice  in  the 
ftate  of  Georgia  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  faid  account  be  entered  and 
filed  in  the  war-office  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  fuperiatend  the  publication  of  matters  relating  to  the  dif- 
putes,  petitions  and  negociations  to  and  with  the  court  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, for  the  fum  of  1200  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  the 
bufmefs ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain-lieutenant  Jonathan  Brewer,  of  the 
Pennfylvania  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  by  col.  Prodlor,  for 
his  pay  and  rations  or  fubfiftcnce  from  the  1ft  of  Sept.  1777,  to  the 
30th  of  Sept.  1778,  moft  of  which  time  he  was  a  prifoner  with  the 
enemy,  a  balance  of  615-^^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  eftate  of  Robert  Ritchie,  deceafed,  for  his 
pay  as  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  from  the  12th  of  April  to 
the  12th  of  September,    1778,  616  dollars: 
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That  there  is  due  to  David  Tew,  for  eng-raving  three  copperplates 
for  bills  of  exchang-e,  160  dollars,  and  for  repairing  two  of  the  fame, 
53|^  dollars,  making  in  the  whole,  213|-5.  dollars  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance,  and  fome  time  being  fpent  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat^  October  29,    1778. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from 
D.  Franks,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Ordered.,  That  D.  Franks,  Efq;  be  furnifhed  with  a  copy  of  his  let- 
ter of  the  18th,  to  his  brother  Mofes  Franks. 

Resolved.,  That  the  board  of  war  fhall  confift  of  three  commiffion- 
ers,  who  are  not  members  of  Congrefs ;  and  two  members  of  Congrels  ; 
and  three  or  more  of  them,  who  (hall  be  prefent,  fhall  conflitute  a  board. 

A  motion  being  made  and  feconded,  and  called  for  in  writing,  after 
being  reduced  td  writing  and  before  it  was  read  from  the  chair,  an 
objection  was  made  againft  taking  it  into  confideration,  as  being  con- 
trary to  the  order,  afTigning  Tuefdays,  Thurfdays  and  Saturdays  to  the 
bufinefs  of  finance  : 

On  the  queftion,  that  the  motion  can  be  admitted  ; 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


New-  Hampshir  e  ^ 
Massac/jusetts-Bay, 


So 


Mr.   Bartlett., 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr..  Gerry, 
Mr.   Love II, 
Mr.  Holtcn, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.   Dner, 
Mr.  G.  Ifjrrh, 
Mr.    Roberdeju, 
Ml-.  Clingan, 
Mr.   E.  H.  Lee 
Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.   Harnett,  no 

Mr.    Williams,  no 

Mr.  Laurens,  as  pre- 
sident desired  to  be  ex- 
cused., the  house  h'az'iiig 
undertaken  to  dc.  >•- 
mine  the  qvesttj-^  i/ 
order ; 

Mr.  Drayton,  'no 

Mr.   Hi'.tson,  r..,, 

Mr.   Telfair, 
Mr.   LungT.ioribj, 

it  pa  (Ted  in  the  negative. 


no  )>no 

"''  ^divided, 
no  j 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

Pentisjlvania, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina. 


a,y 

ay  ^ay 

•^  >  divided, 
no  \ 


>* 


i 
Georgia, 


no  7 

'( 
J 


no 
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Resohed^  That  whenever  a  perfon  is  nominated  to  any  office,  his 
name,  together  with  that  of  the  perfon  nominating  him,  be  entered  on 
the  minutes. 

A  motion  was  made,  that,  upon  an  eledlion,  an  entry  be  made  of 
the  ftates  that  Pnall  refpeclivcly  ballot  for  any  perfon  fo  nominated  : 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-mor- 
row. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  fix  the  falaries  of  the  officers  in  the  treafury- 
office  :   and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  falary  of  the  comptroller  be  4000  dollars  per 
annimi : 

That  the  falary  of  the  treafurer  be  4000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  tlie  falary  of  the  auditor  be  3500  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  falary  of  each  of  the  commiffioners  of  accounts  be  3000 
dollars  per  annum. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clack  to-morrow. 

Fbidat,   October  30,    177S. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read. 

A  Setter  from  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Pleffis,  lieutenant-colonel 
of  artillery;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  14th,  from  major-general  baron  de 
Kdlb,  and  one  of  the  2  lit,  from  gen.  Wadiington,  with  a  recommen- 
datio'J  of  the  chevalier,  Vv-ere  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Dray-  . 
ton. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  letter  of  the  27t]i,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, be  referred  to  the  faid  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  from 
the  commjiffioners  of  accounts  in  the  northern -departn:ient,  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereujjon, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr. 
James  Lovell,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  MalTachufetts-Bay,  for 
1500  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
faid  ftate  : 

That  a  warrant  iiTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  pay-mafter  of 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him 
franfmitted  to  William  Palfrey^^.ETq;  pay-mafter-general,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  department  ;   who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  hon.  Henry 
Laurens,  for  3500  dollars,  to  anfv\'er  three  fets  of  exchange,  viz.  No. 
3,  for  2000  dollars.  No.  13,  for  1000,  and  No.  29,  for  500  dollars; 
drawm  by  William  Kennon,  deceafed,  in  favour  of  David  Flower,  and 
bearing  date  the  14th  of  April,  1777  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  charged 
to  the  faid  William  Kennon,  deceafed  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  C.  Harnett, 
for  3500  dollars,  to  anfwer  five  fets  of  exchange.  No.  25  and  26,  for 
1000  dollars  each,  No.  33,  34,  35,  for  500  dollars  each  ;  drawn  by 
the  late  William   Kennon,  deceafed,  in  favour  of  David  Flower,  and 
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bearing  date  the  14th  of  April,  1777  ;  and  that  the  iaid  fuin  of  3500 
dollars  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  W.  Kennon,  dcceafed. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Samuel  Hillegas, 
for  160  dollars,  in  full  for  his  figning  loan-office  certificates. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuflment  by  the  commmiliioners  of  claims, 
the  auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  col.  L.  Nicola's 
regiment  of  invalids,  for  rations  and  parts  of  rations  retained  from 
their  firft  eftablifliment  to  the  31ft  of  May,  1778,  a  balance  of  eSSil^ 
dols.  as  more  fully  appears  by  a  particular  ftate  filed  with  his  account : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  gentlemen,  to,  at,  and  from 
camp,  when  fent  as  a  committee  of  Congrefs  in  the  paft  fummer,  viz. 

To  Mr.  J.  Reed,  including  the  expenfes  of  entertaining  feme  offi- 
cers, 201i|  dollars  ;  to  Mr.  J.  Banifter,  148l|  dollars  ;  to  Mr.  R. 
Sherman,  10i-||.  dollars  ;   making  in  the  whole,  45  1|-^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq;  his  pay  as  treafurer 
of  loans,  from  July  27th  to  September  26th,  1778,  inclufive,  500  dols. 

That  there  is  due  to  Patrick  M'Cloiky,  for  his  pay  as  exprefs-rider, 
from  January  1ft  to  October  31ft,  1777,  a  balance  of  418  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Nicholas  Depui,  John  Chambers,  Benja- 
min Van  Camp,  and  others,  diredled  to  his  honor  George  Bryan,  Efq; 
■was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read,  together  with  two  affidavits  there- 
in enclofed  : 

Ordered.^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  gen.  Wafliington,  who  is 
diredled  to  take  order  thereon. 

Bj  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  MANIFESTO. 

The  United  States  having  been  driven  to  hoftilities  by  the  oppref- 
five  and  tyrannous  meafures  of  Gr?at-Britan  ;  having  been  compelled 
to  commit  the  effential  rights  of  man  to  the  decifion  of  arms  ;  and 
having  been  at  length  forced  to  fhake  off  a  yoke  which  had  grown  too 
burthenfome  to  bear  ;  they  declared  themfelves  free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  the  juftice  of  their  caufe  ;  confiding  in  Him,  who  dif- 
pofes  of  human  events  ;  although  Aveak  and  unprovided,  they  fct  the 
power  of  their  enemies  at  defiance. 

In  this  confidence  they  have  continued  through  the  various  fortunes 
of  three  bloody  campaigns,  unawed  by  the  pov/er,  unfubdued  by  the 
barbarity  of  their  foes.  Their  virtuous  citizens  have  borne,  without 
repining,  the  lofs  of  many  things  which  make  life  defirable.  Their 
brave  troops  have  patiently  endured  the  hardPnips  and  dangers  of  a 
lituation  fruitful  in  both,  beyond  former  example. 

The  Congrefs  confidering  themfelves  bound  to  love  their  enemies, 
as  children  of  that  Being  who  is  equally  the  Father  of  All  ;  and  de- 
firous,  fince  they  could  not  prevent,  at  leaft  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
of  war,  have  ftudicd  to  fpare  thofe  v^ho  were  in  arms  againft  them,  and 
to  lighten  the  chains  of  captivity. 

The  conduiTt  of  thofe  ferving  under  the  king  of  Great-Britain  hath, 
with  fome  few  exceptions,  been  diametrically  appofite.     They  have 
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laid  wafle  the  open  country,  burnsd  the  defencelefs  villages,  and  butch-> 
ercd  the  citizens  of  America. 

Their  prifons  have  been  the  flaugbter-houfes  of  her  foldlers,  their 
jliips  of  her  feamen  ;  and  the  feverefr  injuries  have  been  aggravated 
by  the  groffefl  infults. 

Foiled  in  their  vain  attempts  to  fubjiigate  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
of  freedom,  they  have  meanly  adailed  the  reprefentatives  of  America 
with  bribes,  svith  deceit,  and  the  fervility  of  adulation.  They  have 
made  a  mock  of  religion  by  impious  appeals  to  God,  Avhilft  in  the  vio- 
lation of  his  facred  command.  They  have  made  a  mock  even  of  rea- 
fon  itfelf,  by  endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of 
America  could  fafcly  be  entruiled  to  thofe  who  have  fold  their  own, 
unawed  by  the  fenfe  of  virtue  or  of  fliarae. 

Treated  with  the  contempt  which  fuch  conduct  deferved,  they  have 
applied  to  individuals.  They  have  folicited  them  to  break  the  bonds 
of  allegiance,  and  imbue  their  fouls  with  the  blacked  crimes.  But 
fearing  that  none  could  be  found  through  thefe  United  States  equal  to 
the  wickednefs  of  their  purpofe  ;  to  influence  weak  minds  they  have 
threatened  more  wide  devaftation. 

While  the  fhadow  of  hope  remained  that  our  enemies  could  be  taught 
by  our  example  to  refpecl  thofe  lav/s  which  are  held  facred  among  ci- 
vilized nations,  and  to  comply  with  the  dictates  of  a  religion  which 
they  pretend  in  common  with  us  to  believe  and  revere,  they  have  been 
left  to  the  influence  of  that  religion  and  that  example.  But  fince  their 
incorrigible  difpofitions  cannot  be  touched  by  kindnefs  and  compallion, 
it  becomes  our  duty  by  other  means  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  humanity-. 

We  therefore,  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do 
folemnly  declare  and  proclaim,  that  if  our  enemies  prefume  to  execute 
their  threats,  or  perfift  in  their  prefent  career  of  barbarity,  we  will 
take  fuch  exemplary  vengeance,  as  (liall  deter  others  from  a  like  con- 
duct. We  appeal  to  that  God  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  for 
the  rectitude  of  our  intentions  :  and  in  his  holy  prefence  declare,  that 
as  we  are  not  moved  by  any  light  and  hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger  or 
revenge,  fo,  through  every  poflible  change  of  fortune,  we  will  adhere 
to  this  our  determination. 

Done  in  Congrefs,  by  unanimous  confent,  the  30th  day  of  0£lober, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight. 

Atteft.  C.  T.  Secretary.  H.  L.  PreMent. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  ' 


Sji'uRDjr,  October  31,    1778. 

A  member  having  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  received  intelli- 
gence of  frauds  and  abufes  laid  to  be  praftifed  by  certain  individuals 
in  the  quarter-mafter-general's  department  ; 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  ftrift  en- 
quiry into  the  fame,  and  to  report  fpecially  to  Congrefs  :  and  that  the 
member  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  faid  committee  the  particulars  of 
the  information  he  has  rcciived  : 
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The  members  chofen,Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Sherman, 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  letters  from  New- 
Orleans,  brouglit  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

.    Ordered.,  That  the  faid   letters    be  referred  to  the    committee  of 
commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  Adam  Fergufon,  fecretary  to  the  com- 
miffioners  from'  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  a  letter  of  Auguft  12th, 
from  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
board  forthwith  make  a  return  of  the  officers  of  the  convention  of  Sa- 
ratoga that  have  been  exchanged,  and  for  whom. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  with  a  pa- 
per enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  plan  for  procuring  reinforcements  : 

That  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  a^ded  to  that  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  frorn  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  with  a  report 
enclofed  of  gov.  Clinton,  gen.  Schuyler  and  brigadier  Hand,  on  the 
fubjedl  of  an  enterprize  againft  Chemung  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  approve  the  reafons  for  not  undertaking 
for  the  prefent  an  expedition  againft  that  place. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the 
marine-committee,  on  their  application,  for  150,000  dollars,  to  be  by 
them  tranfmitted  to  the  navy-board  for  the  eaftern-diftridl,  for  the  ufe 
of  their  department  ;  the  marine-committee  to  be  accountable  : 

The  marine-committee  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy-boards  in  the  eaftern 
and  middle-departments  be  allowed  a  falary  of  3000  dollars  per  annum 
each,  in  confideration  of  the  extenfive  bufinefs  of  their  departments. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele£lion  of  a  commiffioner  for  the  board 
'of  war  and  ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  R.  H.  Harrifon  was  elected,  having  been  prevloufly  nomi- 
nated by  Mr.  Duer. 

Resolved,  That  the  falary  of  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance  be  2000  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  eledling  a  fecretary  for 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

The  delegates  from  N.  Hampfhire  laid  before  Congrefs  the  creden  ] 
tials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  Neiv-Hampshire, 

In   the  House  of  Representatives,  August    19,    1778. 

Resolved,  and  voted,  that  the  hon.  Jofiah  Bartlett,  John  Went- 
worth,  jun.  William  Whipple,  and  George  Froft,  Efqrs;  be  and  hereby 
are  chofen  and  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  the  conti- 
nental Congrefs,  to  be  holden  for  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Nov. 
next,  and  that  any  two  of  them  hfive  full  power  to  reprefent  this  ftate 
in  faid  Congrefs  for  one  year,  from  the  I  ft  of  November  next,  unlefs 
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fooner  recalled,  or  fuperfeded  by    order  of  the  general    affembly  of 
this  ilnt.'. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

John   Dudley,  Speaker  pro  tern. 
In  council,  the  fame  day,  read  and  concurred, 

E.  Thomson,  Secretary. 
Copy,  examined  by  E.  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Ordered^  That  IVIr.  Bartlett  have  leave  of  abfence. 
Ordered^  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  abfence. 
Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  capt.  Harper  and  the  papers  relative 
thereto,  be  delivered  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday, 

ill  ON  D  A  r,   November  2,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Oiflober  27th,  from  brigadier  count  Pulafici,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Th-it  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Chriftopher  Hele,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  Oclober  30th,  from  William  Killen,  chief-juflice  of  the 
fliate  of  Delaware,  was  read,  with  fundry  anidavits  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  abufes  in  the  quarter-mafter-general's  department. 

A  letter,  of  the  111,  from  the  council  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  fent  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  take  order  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  Oftober27th,  from  gov.  Johnfon,  was  read,  enclofingone 
of  July  1 6th,  to  him  from  the  hon.  A.  Lee,  at  Paris : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who 
are  directed  to  confer  thereon  with  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard,  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  France  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton  c5*  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  letter,  of  Oct.  27th,  from  Mr.  prefident  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  and 
one  of  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  from  Mr.  J.  M'Kinly,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  September  22d,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  plan  for  procuring  reinforcements. 

Another  letter  of  Sept.  22d,  from  major-general  Howe,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Telfair. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  111:,  from  colonel  Malcolm,  was  read. 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  chaplain  be  appointed  to  thegarrifons  in  the  polls 
on  Hudfon's-rivf r,  in  the  Highlands,  and  that  hs  be  entitled  to  the 
fame  pay  and  fubfiftence  as  a  brigade-chaplain: 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Mafon  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  garrifons 
in  the  fa  id  pofls. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  061.  8th,  from 
gov.  Trumbull,  and  the  memorial  of  William  Hoikins,  brought  in  a 
report  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Wednef- 
day  next. 
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A  memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Ofwald,  was  read,  requeuing 
leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  corps  of 
artillery  ;  whereupon,  it  was  moved, 

That  the  memorial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Ofwald  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  arrangement,  and  that  gen.  Wafliington  be  direfted  to 
tranfmit  t)o  the  faid  committee  the  principles  upon  which  was  grounded 
the  determination  of  the  board  of  general-officers,  convened  to  adjuft 
the  relative  rank  betwixt  col.  Lamb  and  col.  Harrifon,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Ofwald  and  lieutenant-colonel  Carrington,  together  with  a 
ftate  of  the  claims  of  the  refpeclive  officers  above-mentioned  ;  and  that 
the  committee  report  to  Congrefs  on  the  premifes  as  foon  as  poffible  : 

That  the  prefident  be  diredled  to  inform  lieutenant-colonel  Ofwald, 
that  Congrefs,  having  ordered  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  principles 
upon  which  the  board  of  general-offi.cers  fettled  the  relative  rank  be- 
twixt himfelf  and  lieutenant-colonel  Carrington,  they  cannot  for  the 
prefent  accept  his  refignation. 

The  previous  queftion  being  moved. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  required  by  Mr.  Duer. 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.  .S".  Jdams,  aj~] 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay  ' 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  f-^ 

Mr.   Holten,  ayj 

Mr.   Marchant,  no  ^no 

Mr.  Sherman,  ay^ 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  ay^   -^ 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.    Roberdeau, 
Mr.   Clingan, 
Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.   M.  Smith,  ay  ^  * 

Mr.   Penii,  cj"] 

Mr.   Harnett,  ^y^^y 

Mr.   Williams,  ay  j 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay'\ 

Mr.  Drayton,  ^y  >(iy 

Mr.   Hutson,  ay  J 

Mr.   Telfair,  ""A  divided, 

r.  Langworthy,      no^ 

So  the  main  queftion  was  fet  afide. 

A  motion  was  then  made, 

That  the  memorial  be  referred  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  report  his  opinion  thereon,  together  with  the  grounds  on 
which  the  board  of  general-officers  determined  the  relative  rank  of  the 
memorialift  and  lieutenant-colonel  Carrington,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween the  cafes  of  colonels  Lamb  and  Harrifon,  and  of  lieutenant-co- 
lonels Carrington  and  Oswald  : 

To  which  the  previous  queftion  was  moved, 

And  the  yeas  and  na-ys  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania. 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


<v 


Georgic 
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Massachusetts-Bay.,     Mr.  Gerry ^  jzo") 

Mr.  Lovell,  ayVay 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay  J 

Rhode-Island.,  Mr.  Marchant,  no  )>no 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman.,  noi    ,.   .,   , 

Mr.  Ellsnvortl,  ayV''''^"^' 

New-Tork,  Mr.  Duer,  no}    ,.   .,   , 

Mn     -n/r      •  c  dtvtdea, 

r.  Cr.  Morris,  ayy 

Nenv-Jersey,  Mr.    Witherspoon,  ay  )>ay 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  ay'\      ■ 

Mr.  Clingan,  ^  S 

Maryland,  Mr.   Henry,  '  ^  ^  * 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Penn,  ^  | 

Mr.   Harnett,  no  >no 

Mr.    Williams,  no  j 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  >  ay 

Mr.   Hutson,  ay j 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfair,  no~) 

Mr.   Langtuarthy,  noy 

So  the  main  queftion  was  fet  aude. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  refignation  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Carrington  be  accepted  : 

At  the  dcfire  of  South-Carolina,  the  determination  of  that  queftion 
was  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  November  3,    1778. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Illand,  attended,  and  took  hi^ 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  October  24th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  read,  ad- 
vifing,  that  he  has  drawn  on  the  prelident  of  Congrefs  for  50,000  dol- 
lars, and  enclofing  the  bill  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Gridley,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Hoi  ten. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  encloling  a  lift  of  officers  exchang- 
ed, was  read. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  1ft,  from  Abraham  Livingfton,  continental  agent 
in  South-Carolina,  was  read,  requefting  leave  of  abfence,  for  reafons 
therein  fet  forth  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  A.  Livingfton  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

An  extraft  from  the  journals  of  the  general  affembly  of  South-Ca- 
rolina was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  Sep- 
tember 22d,  from  major-general  Howe,  and  that  the  committee  report 
to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on   the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the 
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Rhode-Islandy 

Connecticut.^ 

Ne%v-Tork) 

NeKV-Jersey.) 

Pennsylvania, 

Delatvare, 
Maryland., 
Virginia., 
Nortb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


■i 


«J 


iTiarlne-coiiimlttee,  for  5000  dollars  advanced  upon  their  application, 
the  29th  of  Odlober,  for  contingent  expenfes  ;  the  faid  committee  to 
be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  refolution  fixing  the  falary  of  the  au- 
ditor-general at  3500  dollars  per  annum,  be  re-conlidered,  and  that 
the  falary  of  the  auditor-general  be  fixed  at  4000  dollars  per  annum  : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  Gerry,  ay 

Mr.  Lav  ell,  no 

Mr.  Holt  en,  no  ^ 

Mr.  Marchant,         no  ^no 

Mr.  Sherman^  no 

Mr.  Ellsivorih,  no 

Mr.  Duer,  ay 

Mr.  G.  Morris,        ay  ^ 

Mr.  Scudder,  no  ^no 

Mr.  Roberdeaic, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M'kean, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.   Telfair, 

Mr.  Lungwort hy, 

So  the  dates  were  equally  divided,  and  the  queflion  loft. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  re-confider  the  refolution  for  fettllnp- 
the  falary  of  the  comptroller  : 

Qiieftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Congrqfs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  treafury,  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  elefted  comptroller,  having  beenpre- 
vioufly  nominated  by  Mr.  Gerry  : 

John  Gibfon  was  elefted  auditor,  having  been  prevloufly  nominated 
by  Mr.  Sherman  : 

Michael  Hillegas  was  elefted  treafnrer,  having  been  previouflv  no- 
minated by  Mr.  S.  Adams  : 


Georgia, 


^> 

no  ^ 
>  no 

no  ^ 

ay  "^  * 

oy 

ay 

ay 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 


} 


av 


ay 


ay 


James  Milligan, 
William  Govett, 
Refolve  Smith, 
Peter  Philips, 
James  Wells, 
William  Geddes, 


^         V5         I 


fcCfJ, 


5   >   c; 


E 
I    o 


C      -t-"       h      r-! 


p.5-^ 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

^     Mr. 

I     Mr. 

l^  Mr. 


Marchant, 

Gerry, 

G.  Morris, 

Marchant, 

Duer, 

M'Kean. 


The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  OiStober  27tii 
from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  the  letter  of  the  chevalier  Maduit 
du  Pleffis,  with  the  papers  relating  thereto,  brought  in  a  report  : 
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divided. 


On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  firft  refolution,  viz. 
That  a  brevet  commiffion  of  colonel  of  artillery  be  granted  to  the 
chevalier  Maduit  du  Pleffis,  lieutenant-colonel  of  artillery  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  as  a  teftiinonial  of  the  high  fenfe  which  Gon- 
grefs  entertain    of  his  zeal,  bravery  and  good  condudl,  difplayed  oa 
many  occafions,  and  particularly  of  the  fervices  rendered  to  the  United 
States  in  the  action  of  Monmouth,  on  the  28th  of  June  laft  : 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 
Massachusetts-Bay.)    Mr.   Gerrj.,  aj") 

Mr.  Lovell,  ^J'  c  ^J 

Mr.  Holten,  noj 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marchant,         no } 

Mr.   Collins,  noS 

Connecticut,  Mr.  She7-man,  noT, 

Mr.  Ellsworth,         nop 

Nerj-York,  Mr.  Duer, 

Mr.   G.   Morris, 
NefJ-Jcrsey,  Mr.  Scuddcr, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeaii, 

Mr.  Clinga7i, 
Delavjare,  Mr.   M'-Kean, 

Virginia,  Mr.   M,  Smith, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Pemt, 

Mr.   Harriett, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.   Matthetvs, 
Mr.   Hutson,  ay] 

Georgia,  Mr.   Telfair,  no  ? 

Mr.  Langvjorthy,    no^ 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed ; 
That  Mr.  Lovell   be  added  to   the  committee,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris 
be  excufed  from  attending. 

Adiourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


)>ditnded. 


Wednesdat,    November  4,    1778. 

The  hon.  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  and  conful-general 
of  France,  having  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  a  commiffion  appointing  the 
fieur  Piombard,  conful  of  France  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  the 
fame  was  read  and  confirmed  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee  ;  that  they 
regiller  it  and  notify  the  appointment  to  whom  it  may  concern,  and  re- 
turn the  commiffion  to  Mr.  Gerard. 

A  letter,  of  Oftober  26th,  from  brigadier  count  Pulallci ;  one  of  No- 
vember 3d,  from  Peter  Craig  ;  and  one  of  this  day,  from  Fohrer  and 
Kleinfmit,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  tliis  day,  from  Monf.  L'Eclife,  and  a  petition  from  Pru- 
dent JunefTe,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 
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The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  a  warrant    ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in   favour  of  Mr. 
Holten,  one  of  the   delegates  of  the    ftate  of  MaiTachuiTetts-Bay,  for 
1500  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faid  ftate 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  Avarrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jeremiah  Wadf- 
worth,  commifTary-g-eneral  of  purchafes,  for  900,000  dollars,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  department  ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  v/arrant  iffue  on  the  trafurer  in  favour  of  the  pay-mafter  of 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  tranf- 
mitted  to  Benjamin  Stelle,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter  at  Providence; 
and  that  the  faid  fum  be  charged  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  deputy  pay- 
mafter-general  in  the  eaftern-diftrift,  who  is  to  be  furniflied  with  a  copy 
of  this  order,  and  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted 
under  the  direftion  of  the  board  of  treafury  and  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  : 

That  the  bills  Ihall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and 
date  as  the  emiffion  directed  on  the  26th  of  S;^pt.  laft,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  laft  number  in  each  denomination  progreflively,  and  conftft  of 
the  following  denominations,  viz. 

45,455  bills  of  the  denomination  of  60  dollars  2,727,300 

45,455   do. 

45,455   do. 

45,455   do. 

45,455   do. 

45,455   do. 

45,455   do. 

45,455   do. 

10,000,100 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Thomas 
Kennedy,  for  50,000  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  his  ex- 
cellency Jonathan  Trumbull,  Efq;  governor  of  the  ftate  of  Connefti- 
cnt,  dated  Hartford,  Oft.  24th,  1778,  in  favour  of  Nathaniel  Shaw, 
for  that  fum,  on  the  prelldent  of  Congrefs  ;  the  ftate  of  Connecticut  to 
be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jeremiah  Wadf- 
worth,  Efq;  com miffary -general  of  purchafes,  for  2,300,000  dollars,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  department : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Thomas  Smith,  coramiffioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of  Jonathan 
Potts,  deputy  direiflor-general,  for  130,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  being  made  refpe6ling  the  medical-department, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical-committee. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  attend  tl.e 
board  of  war,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Matthews  were  elected. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  fecretary  of  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 


50 

2,272,750 

40 

.1,818,200 

30 

1,363,650 

20 

909,100 

8 

363,640 

7 

318,185 

5 

227,275 
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Major  Peter  Scull  was  eleftedj  having  been  previoufly  nominated  by 
Mr.  Duer. 

Ordered,  That  300  copies  of  the  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce, 
and  of  alliance,  entered  into  between  his  mod  Chriftian  majefty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  be  printed. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  three  commiflioners  of  the  na- 
vy-board in  the  middle-diftrift,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Wharton,  James  Reed  and  William  Winder,  were  elected,  ha- 
ving been  previonlly  nominated  by  the  marine-committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  managers  of  the  lottery,  and  report  to  Congrefs  a  proper  allowance 
for  their  fervices  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Roberdeau  and  Mr. 
Hoi  ten. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  November  5,    1778. 

Mr.  Whipple,  a  delegate  from  New-Hampfliire,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  October  2  1  ft,  from  E.  Hinman,  late  captain  of  the  Al- 
fred, was  read. 

A  letter,  of  October  29th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  Avith  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and 
that  they  be  empowered  to  take  fuch  fteps  thereon  as  they  fhall  think 
proper : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Whip- 
ple. 

A  letter,  of  Oft.  31ft,  from  gen.  Waftiington,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
letter  of  the  16th  of  the  fame  month,  from  John  Connolly  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Connolly  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  letter  of  Sept.  15th,  from  Mr.  John  Beatty,  commiffary 
of  prifoners. 

A  letter,  of  06t.  30th,  from  J.  Beatty,  commiffary  of  prifoners,  was 
read,  enclofing  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  to  him,  from 
James  Dick,  at  New-York  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
j  Resolved,  That  the  three  companies,  commanded  by  captains  Clug-- 
gage.  Black  and  M'Donald,  railed  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of 
Pennfylvania,  be  re-enlifted  and  completed  to  their  full  complement, 
for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the  l5th  day  of  December  next,  unlefs 
fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  every  non-commiflioned  officer  and  private  enlifting  in  the  faid 
companies,  receive  as  a  bounty  a  fult  of  clothes,  to  confift  of  the  ar- 
ticles ufually  allowed  the  continental  troops,  and  that  it  be  ftipulated 
with  the  faid  non-commifTioned  officers  and  privates  fo  enlifting,  that 
they  Ihall  not  be  removed  from  the  frontiers  of  the  faid  ftate  on  any 
account  whatever,  except  on  expeditions  againft  the  Indians. 
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A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Gimat,  was  read ; 
whereupon. 

The  committee  to  whom  a  report  on  the  letter  of  Oft.  27th,  from 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  the  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Ma- 
duit  du  Pleffis,  with  the  papers  relative  thereto,  were  re-committed, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  there- 
upon Gongrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution?  : 

Whereas  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  PlefTis,  lieutenant-colonel  of 
artillery  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  apprehending  that  the  war 
is  near  a  concliifion  in  this  country,  is  defirous  of  returning  to  France, 
to  offer  his  fervice  to  his  prince,  now  engaged  in  hoftilities  with  our 
common  enemy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Pleffis  have  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  fervice  of  thefe  United  States,  and  that  the  preli- 
dent  give  him  a  written  teftimonial  of  the  high  fenfe  which  Gongrefs 
entertain  of  his  zeal,  bravery  and  good  conduiSl,  during  his  fervice  in 
America. 

And,  whereas,  the  chevalier  came  out  fromi  France  at  his  own  ex- 
penfe,  and  has  never  received  any  of  the  advances  and  gratuities  which 
have  been  made  to  the  other  officers  of  Monf.  du  Goudray's  corps  : 

Resolved,  That  a  bill  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  the  minifter  jsleni- 
potentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  in  favour  of 
the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Pleffis,  for  5000  livres  tournois,  and  that 
the  fum  of  200  dollars  be  paid  to  him,  the  fame  to  be  in  full  of  all  gra- 
tuities claimed,  or  demands  made  or  to  be  made,  by  him  againft  thefe 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  an  honorary  certificate  of  his  zeal  and  fervices  be 
given  to  lieutenant-colonel  Gimat  ;  and  that  a  bill  of  exchange  be 
drawn  on  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  France,  in  favour  of  lieutenant-colonel  Gimat,  for  5000  livres  tour- 
nois, and  that  the  fum  of  200  dollars  be  paid  to  him  to  defray  his  ex- 
penfes  to  the  port  of  embarkation. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffion  of  major  by  brevet  be  granted 
to  Monf.  Gapitaine,  a  captain  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  a  bill  of  exchange  for  2400  livres  tournois  be  drawn  on  the  mi- 
nifter of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  in  favour  of  Monf.  Gapitaine,  for 
his  expenfes  in  coming  to  and  returning  from  America. 

Resolved,  That  a  bill  of  exchange  for  1 1 50  livres  tournois  be  drawn 
on  the  minifler  aforefaid,  in  favour  of  Monf.  de  la  Golombe,  for  his 
expenfes  in  coming  to  and  returning  from  America. 

Resolved,  That  a  bill  of  exchange  for  1  150  livres  tournois  be  drawn 
on  the  minifler  aforefaid,  in  favour  of  Monf.  Pontgibeau,  for  his  ex- 
penfes in  coming  to  America  and  for  his  return. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  John  Laurens,  Efq;  aid-de-camp  to  gen. 
Wafliington,  be  prefented  with  a  continental  commiffion  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  in  teftimony  of  the  fenfe  which  Gongrefs  entertain  of  his  pa- 
triotic and  fpirited  fervices  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  army,  and 
of  his  brave  conduft  in  feveral  adlions,  particularly  in  that  of  R.  Illand, 
on  the  29th  of  Auguft  lad  ;  and  that  gen.  Wafhington  be  direfted,- 
whenever  an  opportunity  Ihall  offi^r,  to  give  lientenant-colonel  Laurens 
command  agreeable  to  his  rank. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  gov.  Trumbull, 
refpefting-  major  Derick,  and  Mr.  Erkelins's  plan  of  a  negociation 
for  a  loan,  brought  in  a  report;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  nrajor  Derick  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  United 
States  of  the  Netherlands,  and  that  he  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  as  a  teflimony  of  his  merit  and  fervices 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer  to  gov.  Trumbull,  and 
alfo  to  Mr.  Erkellns,  thanking  him  for  his  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  but  informing  him  and  gov.  Trumbull,  that  Congrefs 
are  not  yet  prepared  to  adopt  the  fcheme  of  a  negociation  for  the  loan 
propofed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  November  6,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine- 
committee,  for  N.  Hampfliire,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Eartlett,  abfent. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-col.  John  Laurens,  was  read, 
exprefling  "  his  gratitude  for  the  unexpected  honor  which  Congrefs 
were  plealed  to  confer  on  him  by  the  refolution  paffed  yefterday,  and 
the  high  fatisfaftion  it  would  have  afforded  him,  could -he  have  accep- 
ted it  without  injuring  the  rights  of  the  officers  in  the  line  of  the  army, 
and  doing  an  evident  injuftice  to  his  colleagues  in  the  family  of  the 
comm'inder  in  chief:  that  having  been  a  fpeilator  of  the  convulfions 
occafionedin  the  army  by  difputes  of  rank,  beholds  the  tranquillity  of  it 
too  dear  to  be  inftrumental  in  difturbing  it :  and  therefore,  entreating 
Congrefs  to  fupprefs  the  refolve  of  yefterday,  ordering  him  a  commif- 
fion  of  lieutenant-colonel  ;  and  to  accept  his  fincere. thanks  for  the  in- 
tended honor  :"  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  highly  approve  the  difinterefted  and  pa- 
triotic principles  upon  which  lieutenant-colonel  J.  Laurens  has  decli- 
ned to  accept  the  promotion  conferred  upon  him  by  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  3th,  from  Peter  Scull,  was  read,  notifying  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  appointment  of  fecretary  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Mr.  prefident  Rodney,  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  was  read,  informing  "  that  the  members  of  the  houfe  of 
affembly  have,  by  fome  means  or  other,  in  the  courfe  of  the  2d  and 
3d  inft.  difperfcd,  and  thereby  the  houfe  difTolved,  without  having 
completed  any  one  piece  of  the  bufinefs  laid  before  them  :"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  hon.  C.  Rodney,  Efq; 
prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  requeft  hira  to  call  the  affem- 
bly of  that  ftate  together  as  foon  as  poffible. 

A  letter,  of  Oft.  12th5  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read, 
enclofing  a  return  of  the  ftores  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the 
arfenal  and  magazine  at  Charleftown,  South-Carolina  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial from  the  marquis  de  Britigny  : 

That  the  return  of  the  ftores  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  J.  Simons  to  the  board  of  war,  and  a. 
copy  of  one  of  Odober  28th,  from  J.  Loring,  at  New- York,  to  David 
Franks,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  : 
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Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
board  be  directed  to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  ■whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-ge- 
neral, for  260,5  38||-  dollars,  in  favour  of  Michael  Hillegas,  treafurer, 
it  being  the  balance  of  the  laft  million  of  dollars  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  faid  auditor-general ;  for  which  the  treafurer  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Dr. 
J.  Witherfpoon,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  for 
300  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faid  ftate 
of  New-Jerfey  is  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,  November  7,    1778. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Stephen  Chambers,  was  read. 

Sundry  certificates  relative  to  the  purchafe  of  horfes  by  colonel 
Hartley  were  read  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  be  directed  to  pay  for 
horfes  purchafed  by  order  of  colonel  Hartley,  for  the  purpofe  of  march- 
ing the  infantry  commanded  by  captain  Carbury,  and  for  bag'gage- 
horfes  on  the  late  excurfion  againft  the  Indians,  on  proper  certificates 
being-  produced. 

Two  letters,  of  Odlober  29th,  from  major-general  Heath,  one  of 
them  enclofing  a  letter  from  major  Harnage,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  Oftober  31ft,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Provi- 
dence, was  read,  with  a  letter  from  major  Talbot  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  major  Talbot  be  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine-committee, and  be  publiftied. 

A  petition  from  Monf.  Laffier  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  difniiffed. 

A  letter,  of  0£lober  30th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  Wednefday  next  be  affigned  for  the  conRderation 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general 
Schuyler. 

A  petition  from  the  chevalier  de  Crenis  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  commiffion  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  gran- 
ted to  the  chevalier  de  Crenis. 

A  letter,  of  Odlober  8th,  from  J.  Connolly,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the 
15th,  from  Mr.  Beatty. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  Mr.  D.  Franks,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  David  Franks 
to  Mofes  Franks,  brought  in  a  farther  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  D.  Franks  of  the  18th  of  Oftober 
laft,  and  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  thereon,  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  he  be 
no  longer  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  the  United  States. 
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The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  •whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  hon. 
John  Williams,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  800 
dollars,  advanced  on  his  application  ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  William  Kennon, 
copper-plate  printer,  for  200  dollars,  advanced  him  on  account  of 
printing  bills  of  exchange  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  major-general  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  payable  to 
his  order,  agent  or  attorney,  for  3787-||- dollars,  for  fundry  expenfes 
and  difourfements  in  confequence  of  his  appointment  to  the  command 
of  the  troops  in  the  northern-department,   in  February  laft. 

Ordered^  That  the  chaplains  of  Gongrefs  prepare  and  report  a  re- 
commendation to  the  feveral  Hates,  to  fet  apart  the  30th  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  as  a  day  of  general  thankfgiving  throughout  the  United 
States. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  5th, 
from  J.  Simons,  and  the  letter  of  Odiober  28th,  from  J.  Loring  to  D. 
Franks,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners  be  directed  to 
take  proper  meafures,  until  the  farther  order  of  Gongrefs,  for  the  tem- 
porary fiipply  of  the  Britilli  prifoners  of  war  captivated  by  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  with  fiich  quotas  of  rations  as  are  furnifhed  our 
prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  by  the  Britifh  commiffaries  : 

That  the  commiffaries-general  of  purchafes  and  iffues  and  their  de- 
puties, be  direfted  to  comply  with  fwch  reqiiifitions  as  fiiali  be  made  to 
them,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  for 
fuch  articles  of  provifions  as  (hall  be  neceffary  to  furnifli  the  Britifli  pri- 
foners agreeably  to  the  above  direftion  of  Gongrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  furnifli  the  commiffary-general  of  pri- 
foners with  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Jan.  19th,  1778,  from  fir  Willi- 
am Howe  to  gen.  Wafhington,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  fpecifying  the 
quota  of  rations  furniflied  to  our  prifoners  in  the  enemy's  hands  by  the 
Britilh  commiffaries. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Ofwald,  prefen- 
ted  and  read  on  the  2d  inft.  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duer  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  captain  Mansfield,  was  read,  defiring  leave 
to  refign  his  commiflion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted,  and  that  the  commif- 
fion  be  fent  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  direfted  to  make  fuch  endorfe- 
ment  thereon  as  they  lliall  think  fuited  to  his  merit. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

31'oNDAr,  November  9,   1778. 

Mr.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat. 

A  letter,  of  Oclober  26th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read, 
with  fundry  papers  enclofed  refpcAing  forage  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Od.  30th,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Hartford  ;  one 
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of  the  fame  date,  from  Peter  Colt ;  and  one  of  the  fame  date,  from  gov. 
Trumbull ;  and  one  of  the  5th  infl.  from  major-general  lord  Stirling  ; 
were  read. 

An  extraft  from  the  journals  of  the  affembly  of  S.  Carolina,  pur- 
porting to  be  "  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  prefident's  meffage, 
relative  to  the  hofpital-eftablifliment  and  military  arrangements  of  the 
ftate,  as  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,"  was  laid  before  Congrefs : 

Ordered,,  That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  hofpital,  be  refer- 
red to  the  medical-committee,  and  the  remainder  to  the  board  of  war. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  col.  Lewis  Nicola,  for  pay  and  fubfiftence  for  the 
month  of  Sept.  1778,  1706-|^  dollars,  as  by  muiler-roUs  and  pay-rolls 
appears : 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Eddlfon,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  fecre- 
tary's  office,  from  the  13th  of  Augufl  to  the  3  III  of  Ocl.  inclufive,  be- 
ing two  months  and  20  days,  at  100  dollars  per  month,  266-||.  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  John  Norman,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Oftober  28th,  from  J.  Loring  to  J.  Beatty,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  Sep- 
tember 1-5  th,  from  Mr.  Beatty. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Oft.  30th,  from 
J.  Beatty,  commiffary  of  prifoners,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  commiffary  Beatty  be  furnifhed  with  a  copy  of  the 
refolutions  of  Congrefs  on  the  fubjedt  of  feditious  papers  circulated  un- 
der the  colour  of  li<igs,  and  informed,  that,  in  tlie  opinion  of  Congrefs, 
there  was  good  reafon  for  confining  the  pilot,  lieutenant  and  crew  of 
the  vefTel  mentioned  in  his  letter  :  that  if  any  objeftlons  are  made  to  it 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  they  muft  be  difcuffed  and  fettled  on  national 
grounds,  and  therefore  that  the  peremptory  requifition  of  admiral  Gam- 
bier  will  not  be  complied  with. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Oftober  29tb, 
from  major-general  Heath,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  brought  in  a  re- 
port ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolutlon  of  Congrefs  of  Ocl.  21  ft,  relative  to 
partial  parole  exchanges,  be  tranfmitted  to  major-general  Heath  for 
his  government :  that  at  the  fame  time  he  be  informed,  that  Congrefs 
have  no  objection  to  his  giving  paffes  to  Mrs.  Reynolds,  her  children 
and  female  fervants,  to  go  to  Europe,  R.  Ifland  or  N.  York  ;  or  to  his 
allowing  major  Harnage  and  capt.  Hawker  to  continue  on  parole  in 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  with  their  families,  upon  their  enga- 
ging to  fupply  themfelves. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAT,  November   10,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  6tb,  from  major-general  Greene,  quarter-mafler- 
general,  was  read. 
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Whereas  it  hath  become  neceffary  not  only  that  fpeedy  and  vigw- 
ous  mealures  fliould  be  taken  to  regulate  the  commiffary's  and  quarter- 
mafter's  departments,  but  alfo  that  a  conftant  attention  fliould  be  paid 
to  thofe  departments : 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Whipple 
be  a  committee  to  fuperintend  the  fame  departments,  and  that  they,  or 
any  two  of  them,  be  empowered  to  take  fuch  fteps  relating  to  the  fame 
as  thejr  fliall  think  moft  for  the  public  fervice. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  major-general  Greene,  be  referred  to 
the  faid  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,and  one  of  the  famedate, 
from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Patrick  M'Clolky,  and  alfo  a  memorial  from 
William  Dodd,  Levallin  Barry,  Patrick  M'Clolky  and  Richard  Rofs, 
were  read : 

Ordered.,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  that 
they  be  empowered  to  give  fuch  relief  as  they  may  think  the  memo- 
rialifts  are  equitably  entitled  to. 

An  application  from  the  chevalier  de  Crenis,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Oclober  30th,  from  Phineas  Pierce,  lieutenant  in  capt. 
Spaulding-'s  company,  was  read,  defiring  leave  to  refign  his  commif- 
fion,  on  account  of  his  being  incapable  of  ferving  longer  by  reafon  of 
wounds  he  received  in  the  year  1776  : 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  lieutenant  Phineas  Pierce  be  acr 
cepted. 

Ordered,  That  20  copies  of  the  index  to  the  firft  volume  of  the  jour'!- 
nals  of  Gongrefs,  and  20  copies  of  the  2d  volume,  be  delivered  to  the 
delegates  of  each  ftate,  for  the  ufe  of  their  refped\ive  ftates. 

Ordered,  That  the  plan  of  finance  be  an  order  for  to-morrow,  and 
that  Gongrefs  proceed  on  the  confideration  of  that  bufinefs  every  day 
after,  precifely  at  one  o'clock,  until  the  fame  be  finifhed,  and  that  this 
rule  be  not  broken  unlefs  by  unanimous  confent. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  a  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  general  affemblyof  S.  Garolina,  concurred  in  by  the  houfe  on  the 
Sth  of  Sept.  1778,  and  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Gongrefs,  and  al- 
fo a  letter  of  Sept.  22d,  from  major-general  Howe,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  Avas  read. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  13th,  from  the  marquis  Bouille,  governor  of  Mar- 
tinique, and  directed  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  miniHer  of  France. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holten  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
fuperintend  the  publication  of  the  journals. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNEsnjr,  November   11,  1778. 

Mr.  Ellery,  a  delegate  from  R.  Ifland,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Gongrefs. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  was  read,  reprefenting,  that  he  has  "  puchafed,  for  account 
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of  his  moft  Ghriftlan  majefly,  the  cargoes  of  two  veffels,  one  called  the 
Gentille,  George  Andre,  mafter  ;  the  other  tJie  Adveniurer,  Joieph 
Taflis,  mafter;  which  veffels  are  now  in  the  port  of  Peterfbiirgh,  in 
Virginia:  that  both  cargoes  confift  of  between  12  and  1300  barrels 
of  flour,  and  about  150  barrels  of  bread:  that  the  deftination  of  this 
provilion  requires  its  immediate  departure  ;"  and  therefore  entreating 
Gongrcfs  "to  give  the  neceffary  orders  for  the  departure  of  thefe  vef- 
fels ;"  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  ex- 
plain to  him  the  nature  of  this  tranfaction,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  vef- 
fels immediate  departure,  and  defire  him  to  give  orders  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  commiffary.and. 
quarter-mafter's  departments,  confer  with  Moni'.  Gerard  on  the  danger 
that  may  refult  from  an  interference  with  the  tommiffary-general  or 
his  deputies,  on  the  purchafe  of  provifions  in  tlie  prefent  fituatiou  of 
affairs, 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Conway,  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  fome  time  being  fpent  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrows 

Thursdat^  November   12,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Mr.  de  Francey,  was  read: 

Orderedf  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whipple  and  Mr.  Ellery  be  added  to  tlie  faid. 
committee,  and  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  a  fuitable 
perfon  as  a  clerk. 

Ordered.,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  confidering  the  com- 
mercial affairs  of  Congrefs,  and  the  propriety  of  putting  them  into 
commiffion  ;  and  that  the  committee  of  commerce  on  that  day,  lay  on 
the  table  a  plan  for  conducting  commercial  affairs. 

The  committee  of  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
16th,  and  one  of  Sept.  26th,  from  W.  Bingham,  at  Martiniqe,  which 
were  read,  and  returned  to  the  committee. 

The  marine-committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  Oda.  31(1, 
from  W.  Smith,  at  Baltimore,  which  Avas  read,  informing,  that  Mr. 
Dugan's  veffel,  on  board  of  which  Mr.  Smith  had  (hipped  flour,  agreea- 
bly to  the  order  of  the  marine-committee,  has  been  feized  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  prefident  write  to  gov.  Johnfon,  and  inform  him, 
that  the  marine-committee  are  empowered  and  direfted  to  fend  provi- 
fions by  fea  to  the  eaftern-{lates,for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  :  that  the  public 
fervice  requires  that  every  aid  fliould  be  given  to  the  marine-commit- 
tee to  facilitate  the  execution  of  this  bufinefs  ;  and  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Maryland  be  requefted  to  permit  the  veffels  taken  up  and 
loaded  by  order  of  the  marine-committee  to  proceed  on  their  voyage 
with  all  difpatch. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  for  75,000  dollars, 
in  favour  of  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy  director-general,  and  another  war- 
rant in  his  favour  on  Derick  Ten  Broek,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  con- 
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tinental  loan-olncc  in  the  flate  of  New-York,  for  75,000  dollars  ;  both 
Avhich  funis,  amounting  to  150,000  dollars,  are  for  the  ufe  of  the  hof- 
pitals  in  the  northern-department ;  and  for  which  the  faid  deputy  di- 
rector-general is  to  be  accountable^ 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  Monf.  L'Eclife  and  Monf.  la  Jeii- 
neffe,  which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war,  and  that  they  take  fuch  meafures  thereon  as  they  fhall 
judge  expedient. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiirioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  David  Mofely,  for  his  pay,  boarding,  &:c.  as 
a  coper-plate  printer,  from  June  25th  to  November  14th,  1778,  a  ba- 
lance of  121  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  his  pay  and  fubfiflcnce 
as  chaplain  to  col.  James  Livingfton's  regiment,  from  0£l.  the  1 1th  to 
November  10th,  1778,  inclufive,  60  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Radeifell,  for  hire  of  his  waggon  and  fer- 
riages from  York  county  to  Amboy,  and  returning  home  in  Auguft, 
1776,  86-|i  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  George  Shallus,  for  viftualling  Pennfylvania 
militia  in  1776,  58  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  commiflioners  on  the  claims  of 
Henry  Kreven  and  Godfrey  Frey,  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  fuperintend  the  commiffary's  and  quarter-mafter's  depart- 
ments, and  that  they  be  direcSted  to  confer  with  the  quarter-mafter- 
general  and  barrack-mafter  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  report  refolutions  for 
determining  all  fuch  cafes  for  the  confideration  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Sept.  I5th,  from 
J.  Beatty,  commiffary  of  prifoners,  with  two  letters  from  J.  Loring', 
dated  Sept.  Ifl;  and  Oct.  28th,  and  fundry  letters  from  John  Connolly, 
report  the  follov/ing  ftate  of  fafts  : 

"  That  Dr.  John  Connolly,  now  ftilinghimfelf  lieutenant-colonel  in 
the  Britifh  fervice,  was,  in  the  lattef  end  of  Nov.  1775,  apprehended 
in  Frederick  county,  in  Maryland,  in  company  with  a  certain  Allan 
Cameron  and  John  Smith,  hj  the  committee  of  infpeAion  of  that 
county  :  that  at  the  time  he  was  taken  he  was  not  in  arms  ;  or  at  the 
head  of  any  party  In  arms  ;  but  was  clandeftinely  making  his  way  to 
Detroit,  in  order  to  join,  give  intelligence  to,  and  otherwife  aid  the 
garrifon  at  that  place,  as  appears  by  his  own  intercepted  letter  of  Dec. 
16th,  1775,  addreffed  to  the  commanding-officer  of  that  fortrefs,  and 
by  gen.  Walliington's  letter  to  Congrefs  of  December  25th,  1775  : 

That  a  number  of  officers  in  the  Britifli  fervice,  who  were  made  pri- 
foners long  after  the  faid  John  Connolly  v/as  apprehended,  have  been 
exchanged  in  courfe,  and  no  demand  has  been  made  till  within  thefe 
few  months  paft  by  any  Britlfli  general  for  the  releafe  or  exchange  of 
the  officer  laft  mentioned  : 

Withrefpecltothe  treatment  of  the  faid  John  Connolly,  the  commit- 
tee report,  that  at  the  time  he  was  firft  apprehended,  be  was  confined, 
under  guard,  by  the  committee  of  infpe(5lion  in  the  town  of  Frederick, 
i:i  an  apartment  feparate  from  his  alTociates,  without  any  circumftancc 
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^0  agg'ravate  his  captivity,  except  the  being  debarred  the  iife  of  pen, 
ii!k  and  paper  :  that  notvvithllanding  this  reflraint,  he  contrived  to 
write  leveral  letters  of  intelligence  to  the  Britifli  officers  commanding 
at  the  poft  of  Detroit  and  Kufkuikis,  which  letters  were  found  on  the 
perfon  of  Dr.  Smith,  one  of  his  affociates,  who,  having  efcaped  from 
the  town  of  Frederick,  was  again  apprehended  :  tliat,  by  the  refolution 
of  Congrefs  of  Dec.  8th,  1775,  he  was  ordered  to  be  "  confined  in 
priibn  at  Philadelphia  :"  that  being  brought  to  that  city,  he  was  con- 
fined in  the  new  gaol,  where  he  continued  till  about  the  month  of  Nov, 
1776,  when  he  was  permitted,  on  account  of  a  declining  flate  of  health, 
to  relide  on  his  j^arole  at  the  houfe  of  his  brother-in-lav/  on  the  river 
Sufquehanuah,  where  he  continued  for  about  two  months,  when,  on 
information  being  given  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  of  certain  fufpicious  circumftances  relative  to  him,  he  was  re- 
manded to  his  former  place  of  confinement,  in  v/hich  he  continued  till 
about  fpring,  1777,  when  he  was  again  permitted,  on  his  parole,  and 
the  fecurity  of  his  brother-in-law,  to  return  to  his  former  place  of  rc- 
fidence  on  the  river  Sufquehanuah  . 

That  during  thefe  periods  of  his  confinement  in  the  new-gaol,  he 
had  for  the  greatell  part  of  the  time  a  feparate  apartment  to  himfelf, 
the  privilege  of  walking  in  the  yard,  a  perfon  allowed  to  attend  him  in 
his  apartment,  and  his  ov/n  fervant  permitted  to  fetch  him  fuch  neceffa- 
ries  as  he  chofe  to  order  ;  and  that  during  the  fliort  period  when  he 
had  not  a  feparate  apartment,  there  were  never  more  than  two  perfons 
in  the  fame  room,  feldom  more  than  one,  and  thofe  fome  of  his  afloci- 
ates,  or  in  confequence  of  his  particular  requeft  :  that  during  thofe 
periods  of  time  he  made  two  attempts  to  efcape,  in  which  he  was  de- 
teifted  :  that,  on  authentic  information  being  given  to  Congrefs  at 
York-town,  that  the  faid  lieutenant-colonel  John  Connolly  was  afting 
in  a  manner  not  confiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  his  parole,  and  the  fron- 
tiers being  then  threatened  with  a  barbarous  war,  in  which  there  was 
reafon  to  apprehend  he  was  defigned  as  an  inftrument,  he  v.'as  ordered 
into  confinement  in  the  gaol  at  York-town,  on  the  13th  day  of  Ofto- 
ber,  1777  :  that  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1778,  the  faid  J.  Connolly, 
with  feveral  others,  confined  in  the  faid  gaol,  made  a  reprefentation  to 
Congrefs,  fetting  forth,  in  the  ftrongeft  colouring,  the  hardfhips  and 
cruelties  which  they  declared  they  were  then  fuffering  : 

That  on  the  refnlt  of  a  ftrift  enquiry,  and  after  the  gaol  had  been 
vlfited  by  col.  Pickering,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  war,  it 
appeared  that  the  fuggeftions  contained  in  the  faid  reprefentation  were 
fcandalous  and  groundlefs  ;  and  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  was, 
on  the  23d  of  May,  ordered  to  be  publiflied  :  that  fince  the  evacua- 
tion of  Philadelphia,  the  faid  John  Connolly  was  remanded  to  the  new- 
gaol  in  that  city,  where,  excepting  the  fpace  of  about  14  days,  when 
two  perfons  Avere  necelTarily  obliged  to  fleep  in  the  fame  room,  he  has 
had  a  feparate  and  commodious  apartment  of  his  own  choice,  the  pri- 
vilege of  his  own  fervant  to  attend  him  conftantly,  and  to  bring  him 
whatever  he  may  require,  and  the  unreftrained  ufe  of  a  fpacious  yard 
to  take  the  air  in,  during  the  day  :  that,  in  his  letter  of  Oclober  ISti--, 
1778,  the  faid  J.  Connolly  declares,"  that  the  common  rights  of  hu- 
manity are  denied  him,"  and  paints  his  fituation  in  fuch  terr.is,  as  Nvould 

Vol..   IV.  O   3 


470  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.- 

tend  to  induce  a  belief  that   the  mod  wanton  cruelties  and  refcraints 
are  iinpofed  upon  him  : 

That,  in  confequence  of  a  requeft  of  J.  Connolly  to  be  heard  in  per- 
fon  b)'-  a  committee  of  Gongrefs,  this  committee  has  complied  with  his 
requert,  when  he  declared,  in  the  prefence  of  your  committee,  "  that  ex- 
cepting the  reftraint  of  his  perfon  under  the  limits  above-mentioned, 
which,  however  indulgent  they  might  appear,  he  conceived  unfavoura- 
ble to  his  ftate  of  health,  he  experienced  every  other  relief  which  could 
be  extended  to  a  perfon  in  confinement  :"  that  Jolliua  Loring,  Efq; 
Britifli  commiffary  of  prifoncrs,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Beatty  of  Sept.  Ifl, 
1778,  threatens  to  retaliate  on  an  American  prifoner  of  war  of  an  equal 
rank  with  lieutenant-colonel  Connolly,  for  the  fufFeriiogs  which  it  is 
pretended  that  officer  endures  :  whereupon, 

Resolved^  Tliat  lieutenant-colonel  John  Connolly  cannot  of  right 
claim  to  be  confidered  and  treated  as  a  prifoner  of  war,  but  that  he 
was,  at  the  time  he  Avas  apprehended,  and  ftill  is,  amenable  to  law- 
martial  as  a  ipy  and  emiffary  from  the  BritiPn  army  : 

That  the  repeated  reprefentations  made  by  lieutenant-colonel  John: 
Gonncilly,  of  tlie  grievances  he  undergoes,  are  not  founded  on  fads  : 

Th'J.t  gen.  \y  ailiington  be  direftcd  to  tranfmit  ihe  foregoing  refo- 
lutions  and  ftate  of  facts  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britannick 
majefty's  forces  in  N.  York,  and  to  inform  the  faid  ©fhcer,  that  if,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  retaliating  for  the  pretended  fufterings  of  a  perfon 
who,  by  the  law  of  nations,  has  no  right  to  be  confidered  as  a  prifon- 
er of  war,  any  American  officer,  entitled  to  be  confidered  and  treated 
as  a  prifoner  of  war,  fliall  undergo  any  extraordinary  reftraints  or  fuf- ' 
fering's,  Gongrefs  are  determined  to  retaliate  on  the  perfon  of  an  offi- 
cer of  the  fiiftrank  in  their  poffeffion,  for  every  fpecies  of  hardfliip  or 
reftraint  on  fuch  account  inflidled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  finance,  and, 
fome  time  being  fpent  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrov/. 

Fridat,  November   13,    1778. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Telfair  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  S.  Adams  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  fuperintend  the  publication  relative  to  difputes,  petitions  and  nego- 
ciations-to  and  with  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee be  empowered  to  proceed  in  the  publication  as  they  judge  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  ftate  of  fadts  and  refolutions  relative  to  J.  Con- 
nolly be  publiflied. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of 
Dr.  William  Shippen,  direftor-general,  for  75,000  dollars,  to  enable 
him  to  difcharge  fundry  debts  due  from  his  department  previous  to  the 
firft  of  March  laft  ;   the  faid  direftor-general  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John  Norman, 
for  40  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  rolling-prefs  for  five  weeks. 

Resohcd,  That  three  members  be   added  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hutfon,  Mr.  EUfworth  is"  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ifl'ue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce,  for  9975-^  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  Gerard 
William  Beekman  iS>'  Co.  2'23y|-|  .dollars,  for  freight,  8cc.  of  the  fhip 
Mary,  chartered  by  the  faid  committee,  and  to  pay  a  bill  drawn  on 
them  by  Meffrs.  James  and  Adam  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  A.  Strettle,  dated  Oaober  26th,  1778,  for  7735||.  dollars  ;  the? 
faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  report  fram  the  board  of  war  was  read:   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding-ofRcer  in  the  fouthern-department 
be  empowered,  if  he  Ihall  find  it  neceffary,  to  appoint  a  deputy  judge- 
advocate  for  the  troops  in  Gerogia,  to  aft  fo  long  as  occafion  requires, 
and  to  be  entitled  to  the  ufual  monthly  pay  and  allowance. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance,  and,  after 
fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,   November   14,    1778. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant  Donald  M'Leod,  a  prifoner  on  parole,  was 
read,  praying,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  eleven  others  in  iimilar  circum- 
flances,  that  two  of  them  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  New- York  to  ne- 
gociate  an  exchange  ;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  to  bring  a  fupply 
for  them  all : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  major-general  Arnold  was  read,  enclofing  a 
letter  of  the  9th,  from  R.  Peters,  member  of  the  board  of  war  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  13th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane  was  read,  enclofing  a  me- 
morial on  the  fubjeft  of  currency,  and  eftablifliing  a  marine  or  naval 
force  for  the  defence  of  the  American  coafls  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  m.embers. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  colonel  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  to  the  coun- 
cil of  Pennfylvania,  and  one  of  the  fame  date  to  the  board  of  war,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;   v/hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  board  of  war  be  fent  to  gen. 
Waflilngton,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  take  fuch  meafures  relative  to 
the  fubjeft-matter  thereof,  as  he  may  judge  neceffary  : 

That  the  board  of  war  give  orders  to  the  proper  officers,  for  fur- 
nifiiing  the  troops  in  the  ports  on  the  weftern-frontiers  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Hartley  with  provifions  and  other  neceffary  fupplies. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major 
Silas  Talbot,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  have  a  high  fenfe  of  the  bravery  and  good 
conduct  of  major  Silas  Talbot,  of  the  Rate  of  R.  Ifland,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  his  command,  in  boarding  and  taking  the  armed 
fchooner  Pigot,  of  eight  12  pounders  and  45  men,  in  the  eaft-paffage 
between  R.  Ifland  and  the  Main  ;  and  that  he,  as  a  I'eward  of  his  me- 
rit and  for  the  encouragement  of  a  fpirit  of  enterprize,  be  prefented 
with  the  comniiffion  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

Another  report  from  the  marine  committee  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That,  to  encourage  feamen  to  enter  into  the  fervlce  of 
the  United  States,  thofe  who  fliall  engage  for  a  term  not  lefs  than 
twelve  months,  be  fupplied  with  flops  in  fuch  quantities  and  with  fuch 
abatements,  not  exceeding  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  cofl  thereof,  as  the 
marine-committee  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  neceffary. 

Resolved,  That  purfers  be  appointed  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  for  all  vefTels  not  under  16  guns,  and  that  their  pay  be  equal  to 
that  of  furgeons  in  the  navy. 

Whereas  by  the  aft  of  Congrefs  ordering  the  diRribution  of  prize- 
money  amongft  the  petty-warrant  and  petty-officers  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  no  provifion  has  been  made  for  the  carpenters'  aud 
gunners'-mates  : 

Resolved,  That  the  carpenter's  and  gunner's-mates  fliare  equally  in 
prize-money  with  the  other  petty -warrant  and  petty-officers  in  the  navy 
of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  on  the  treafary  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon,- 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John 
Gibfon,  Efq;  for  4710  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  difcharge  the  refidne 
of  a  warrant  drawn  on  him  by  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  Elq;  prefident 
of  Congrefs,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland,  for 
10,000  dollars,  dated  July  5th,  1777  ;  for  which  the  faid  J.  Gibfon 
is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marchant  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee- 
pn  finance,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  November    16,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  be  difcharged  from  attending  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  he  be  appointed  to  attend  the  board  of  war, 
as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  Oclober  3  Iff,  from  J.  Loring  to  col.  Beatty,  fum- 
moning  all  the  officers  who  are  at  home  on  their  paroles  to  repair  im- 
mediately to  New-York  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
the  board  give  orders  to  fufpend  the  publication  of  the  fummons  until 
they  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  from  J.  Melchior,  barrack-mafter,  was  read,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  15th,  from  the  marquis  of  Britigny,  was  read. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  connderation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  finance,  when  a  motion  was  made. 

That  the  four  firft  propofitions  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe  : 

On  the  queflion  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer 

Netu-Hampsbire,  Mr.    Whipple,  no  J>* 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams,        no~^ 

Mr.   Gerry,  ay  \    ■,.    .  ,    , 

T\/r       r        11  )>divided. 

Mr.   Lovell,  no  j 

Mr.  Holten,  ajj 
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Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellerj, 

Mr.   Marcbant, 
Ccnnecticuty  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
New-Tork,  Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Duer, 
Neio-Jersey,  Mr.   Sciidder, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau, 

■    Mr.  James  Smith,  ay 

Mr.   Clingan, 
Maryland,  Mr.   Henry,  ay  ^* 

Virginia,  '       Mr.   F.L.Lee,        ^y?  _,, 

Mr.   i!'/.  5«?./-i/j,         f/yS   -^ 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Pf?z)j,  fyl 

Mr.   Harnett,  ay\-ay 

Mr.   Williams,  ay) 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay 

Mr.  Hutson,  ay  _ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,    ay  J>r7^K 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  afnnnative. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congref:^  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  the  propofitions  referred  to  them. 

The  chaplains  having  prepared  a  recommendation  to  the  feveral 
ftates  for  fetting  apart  a-day  of  thankfgiving,  the  fame  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Robert 
Spencer,  Efq;  for  6366  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  W. 
Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  on  the  prelident  of  Congrefs,  for  that 
fum,  in  favour  of  the  faid  R.  Spencer,  dated  Oft.  SUt,  1778,  expreffed 
to  be  for  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  America  ;  the  faid  pay- 
ma[ler-g£jieral  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrovr. 

TuESDAr,   November    17,    1778. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Monf.  Bedaub:  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  111,  from  capt.  Seth  Harding,  at  Norwich,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  enclofing  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  James  Deane,  at  Fort-Schuyler,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter  be  feat  to  general 
Wafliington,  and  that  general  Schuyler's  letter,  with  the  enclofed,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Whereas  Congrefs,  have  received  intelligence  that  renders  it  necef- 
fary  to  abridge  the  indulgence  heretofore  granted  to  J.  Connolly  : 

Ordered,  That  he  be  confined  to  his  room,  and  that  no  perfna  be 
admitted  to  converfe  with  him  till  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  0»?t.  30th,  from  gov.   Greeny;,  of  R.  Illand,  was  rend. 

A  letter,  of  Sept.  9th,  from  major  Romand  de  Liile,  and  on-  ci 
September  Sth,  from  colonel  Elbet,  i;i  Georgia,  were  read  : 
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Ordered.)  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  Sept.  9th,  from  J.  Clay,  pay-mafter  in  Georgia,  -with 
his  account  enclofed,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafnry. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  Avas  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resohed,  That  the  troops  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina  are, 
and  ought  to  be  confidered  as  being  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  fubjeil 
to  the  fame  regulations,  with  the  other  forces  of  the  United  States, 
except  in  cafes  where  contrary  ftipulations  were  made  at  the  time  of 
their  being  received  into  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  on  the  con- 
tinental ellablifliment. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  Mr.  LoAvndes, 
preiident  of  S.  Carolina,  and  the  letters  from  major-general  Howe, 
brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon,  - 

Resolved^  That  the  preiident  of  the  {late  of  S.  Carolina  be  informed, 
that  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  Sept.  16th,  1776,  relative  to  ap- 
pointments, exteikls  only  to  the  appointment  of  regimental-officers, 
and  not  to  officers  on  the  gcneral-ftafF. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  deputy  adjutant-general  and 
deputy  quarter-maRer-gencral  for  the  troops  in  the  fouthern-depart- 
mcnt,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken. 

Captain  Edmund  Hyrne  was  rleded  deputy  adjutant-general,  and 
Stephen   Drayton  was  elected  deputy  quarter-maRer-general,  in  the 
fouthem-department,  they  having  been   previoully  nominated  by  the 
delegates  of  South-Carolina. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  tlie  recommendation  to  the 
Rates  for  fetting  apart  a  day  of  thankfgiving,  which  being  amended, 
is  ks  foUovvs  : 

It  having  pleafed  Almighty  God,  through  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
year,  to  bellow  many  p;reat  and  manifold  mercies  on  the  people  of 
thefe  United  States  ;  and  it  being  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  all  men, 
gratefully  to  acknowledge  their  obligations  to  him  for  benefits  received; 
Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legiflative 
or  executive  authority  of  each  of  the  faid  ftates,  to  appoint  Wednef- 
day,  the  30th  of  Dec.  next,  to  be  obferved  as  a-day  of  public  thankf- 
giving and  praife  ;  that  all  people  may,  with  united  hearts,  on  that 
d-Aj,  exprefs  a  jufl  fenfe  of  his  unmerited  favours  ;  particularly  in  that 
it  hath  pleafed  him,  by  his  over-ruling  providence,  to  fupport  us  in  a 
jufl;  and  neceffary  war,  for  tlie  defence  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  by 
affording  us  feafonable  fiipplies  for  our  armies  ;  by  difpofing  the  heart 
of  a  powerful  monarch  to  enter  into  alliance  with  us,  and  aid  our 
caufe,  by  defeating  the  councils  and  evil  defigns  of  our  enemies,  and 
giving  us  viftory  over  their  troops  ;  and  by  the  continuance  of  that 
union  among  thefe  Hates,  which,  by  his  bleffing,  will  be  tlieir  future 
ftrength  and  glory. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that,  together  with  devout  thankf- 
p;iving,  may  be  joined  a  penitent  confeffion  of  our  fins,  and  humble 
fupplication  for  pardon,  through  the  merits  of  our  Saviour;  fo  that, 
under  the  fmiles  of  Heaven,  our  public  councils  may  be  direfted,  our 
arms  by  land  and  fea  profpered,  our  liberty  and  independence  fecured, 
our  fchools  and  feminaries  of  learning  flourifli,  our  trade  be  revived, 
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our  husbandry  and  manufactures  encreafed,  and  tlie  hearts  of  all  iin- 
preffed  with  undiircmbled  pietv,  Avith  benevolence  and  zeal  for  the 
public,  good. 

And  it  is  alfo  recommended,  that  recreations  unfuitable  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fuch  a  folemnity  may  be  omitted  on  that  day. 

Done  in  Congrei's,  this  17th  day  of  Nov.  1778,  and  in  the  third 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  confider  the  four  nrft  propofitions  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  finance,  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prelidentpfefumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  con- 
fideration  the  propofitions  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  feme  pro- 
g-refs,  but  not  having  come  to  aconcluUon  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved^  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  in- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  re- 
ferred to  them  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAr,  November   18,    1778. 

Two  letters  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France 
were  read,  requefting  a  pafTage  on  board  one  of  the  continental  frigates 
for  the  chevalier  de  Raymondis,  captain  of  the  Csfar  ;  and  that  a  vef- 
fel,  on  board  of  which  are  a  number  of  invalids,  may  be  taken  under 
convoy  of  the  frigates,  until  (he  is  fafe  at  fea : 

Ordered.^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that 
the  committee  be  direftedto  comply  with  the  requeft  therein  contained. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  gener.al  Wafliington  was  read,  enclo- 
fmg  one  of  the  10th,  from  general  (ir  Flenry  Clinton,  relative  to  an 
exchange  of  the  convention  troops  : 

Ordercdy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  governor  Henry  of  Virginia,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  the  marquis  of  Bretigny  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  a  former  memorial  from  the  marquis,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Drayton,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  M.  Smith  and  Mr.  Flenry. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  from  the  baron  de  Randerode  Thulier, 
Avhich  was  read  and  referred  on  the  2  ! ft  of  Oftober  laft,  be  alfo  refer- 
red to  the  foregoing  committee. 

An  intercepted  letter  from  Abraliam  Chilborn,  of  Haverford  Weft, 
directed  to  James  Seagrove,  merchant  in  Philadelphia,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tranfmitted  to  the  executive  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania. 

The  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  the  ftate  of  Maryland  being- 
laid  before  Congrefs,  were  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

"   Maryland.    / 
In  the  Houfe  of  Delegates,  November  13th,  1778. 
The  gentlemen  appointed  to  examine  the  ballot  boxes  on  the  elec- 
tion for  delegates  to  Congrefs,  returned   from    the    conference-room 
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and  reijovted,  that  George  Plater,  Vv'^iiliain  Paca,  William  Carniicliael, 
John  Kenry,  James  Forbes,  and  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Efqrs; 
had  a  majority  ot  votes  ;  whereupon  it  is  declared  in  the  houfe  of  de- 
legates, that  the  hon.  George  Plater,  William  Paca,  William  Carm.i- 
chiel,  John  Henry,  James  Forbes  and  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Efqrs;  are  duly  elected  delegates  to  Congrefs. 

True  copy  from  the  proceedings.      By  order, 

J.    DUCKETT,    G.    H.    D. 

A  fimilar  copy  from  the  proceedings  of  the  fenate  is  figned,  by  order, 

R.    RiDGELY,  clerk  of  the  Senate." 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  1  1th  of  Auguft,  from  the  hon. 
A.  Lee,  Efq;  at  Paris,  directed  to  the  committee  of  correfpondence  at 
Congrefs,  were  read,  together  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  and  refer- 
red to  therein  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  lodged  with  the  fecretary,  for  the  perufal  of 
the  members. 

An  invoice  of  five  bales  of  merchandize,  (liipped  on  board  \he 
fchooner  Tabby,  capt.  John  Hoadges,  Marblehead,  and  configned  to 
the  hon.  E.  Gerry,  Efq;  for  account  of  the  hon.  Arthur  Lee,  by  Jo- 
feph  Gardoqui  i^  Sons,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  after  fome  time  the  preiident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  further 
confideration  the  propofiitions  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  coiifider  further  the  propofitions  refer- 
red to  them„ 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  Monf.  du  PlelTis,  was  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  No'vembcr    19,    1778. 

ls.lv.  Paca,  Mr.  Carmichael  and  Mr.  Flenry,  three  of  the  delegates 
of  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-g-eneral  Heath  was  read,  enclofing 
one  of  the  111:,  from  William  de  PafTern,  major  of  the  regiment  of 
Heffe  Hanau,  and  one  of  October  31ft,  from  brigadier-general  James 
Hamilton,  both  directed  to  major-general   Pleath. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  and  one  of  this  day 
from  Rav;leigh  Dovv'nman  and  George  Hancock,  of  the  Georgia  troops, 
and  a  memorial  from  co!  Matthews,  of  the  9th  Virginia  regiment, 
rcfpetting  fpecie  procured  for  his  officers  when  prifoners,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referrrd  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  prelklent  P«.odney,  of  the  date  of 
Delaware,  was  read- 

The  committee  on  the  treaOjry  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  wai-.'U'it  iiTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Thomas 
Baily,  for  14  85  dolhvis,  in  privmcnt  of  a  draught  of  major-general  R. 
Howe,  dated  CbarUrftown,  S.  Carolin,',,  Auguft  24,   1778,  in  favour  of 
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and  endorfed  by  capt-iin  Rawleigh  Downman,  for  that  fum  ;  it  being- 
agreeable  to  a  letter  of  advice  of  the  fame  date  from  major-general 
R.  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  the  application  of  the'marinc-comniittee,  a  warrant 
illiie  on  the  treafurer  in  their  favour,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftrift  ;  the  faid  marine-committee  to 
be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  having,  according  to  an  order  of 
Congrefs,  confidered  a  petition  of  William  Dodd  and  others,  dated 
November  9,  1778,  report, 

That  the  allowance  made  by  Congrefs  to  the  petitioners  for  their 
fervices,  as  exprefTes,  agreeably  to  a  report  of  the  commiffioners  of 
claims,  appearing  to  be  fully  fufficient,  the  prayer  of  the  petition  for 
an  augmentation  of  pay  ought  not  to  be  granted  : 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  faid  committee  having  alfo  confidered  a  petition  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Grenis,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Order ed.^  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Crenis,  for  600  dollars,  in  full  for  his  fervices  whilft  em- 
ployed in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Armitage,  for  fuperintendlng  the 
making  of  paper  for  loan-office  certificates,  from  September  22d  to  No- 
vember 12th,  1778,  260  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Bates,  for  three  fire-hoods  for  the  trea- 
fury and  commiffioners  office,  62  doll-ars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Michael  Hay,  for  riding  exprefs  to  Morris- 
town  in  March,  1777,  20  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Mr.  Duane,  a  delegate  from  N.  York,  attended,  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 
"  State  of  Nenv-York. 
In  Asseynhlj^  Thursday.,  October   15,    1776. 

A  mefl'age  from  the  honourable  the  fenate,  by  Mr.  Park,  and  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit ; 

State  of  Neiv-Tork.     Li  Senate,  October    15,    1778. 

Resolved,  That,  if  the  hon.  houfe  of  afferobly  concur  herein,  the 
number  of  delegates  from  this  ftate  in  general  Congrefs  be  five  :  that 
three  of  them  at  leaft.  flatedly  attend,  and  that  any  two  of  the  three  at- 
tending, be  authorized  to  reprefent  this  ftate. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parks  carry  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutioa 
to  the  honorable  houfe  ofaffembly. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes  : 

Robert  Benson,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  this  Iioufe  do  concur  with  the  hon.  fenate  in  their 
refolution  of  this  day,  on  the  fubjedl  of  eleding  delegates  to  the  ge- 
neral Congrefs. 

Ordered,  Thcit  Mr.  Vrooman  and  Mr.  J.  Clarke  carrya  copy  of  the 
above  refolution  of  this  houfe  to  the  honorable  fenate. 
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Friday^  nine  o'clock^  A.  M.  October   16,    1778. 
Resolved,  That  the  hon.  James  Diiane,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Philip 
Schuyler,  William  Floyd  and  Francis  Lewis,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  declared  dujy  nominated  and  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  Rate  in  the  general  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
By  order  of  the  houle  : 

Walter  Livingston,  Speaker, 
A  fimilar  refolution  from  the  fenate  was  read. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  fenate  : 

Pierre   Van  Cortlandt,  President." 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  col.  Mel- 
chior,  barrack-mafter,  brought  in  a  report,  v/hich  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  firfl:  part  be  re-committed. 

The  previous  queftloa  being  moved  on  the  fecond,  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  that  the  queflion  thereon  be  not  now  put. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  of  the  14th  from  gen. 
Wafliiiigton,  and  the  copy  of  fir  Henry  Clinton's  letter  of  the  10th, 
relative  to  an  ey.change  of  the  convention  troops,  being  read, 

Recolved,  That  gen.  Waftington  be  empowered  and  dire&ed  to  ap- 
point commifTioners,  and  fix  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  to 
confer  with  the  commiiEoners  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  fir  Hen- 
ry Clinton,  or  other  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Britilli  forces  in 
America,  on  behalf  of  his  Britannick  majefly,  on  the  exchange  propofed 
by  fir  Henry  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  gen.  Wafliington  of  the  10th  inft. 
of  the  officers  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates,  now  prifoners  in  the  aclual 
polTcffion  of  the  enemy,  or  out  on  parole,  for  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  troops  of  the  convention,  according  to  their  ranks  and  numbers, 
officers  of  equal  rank  to  be  firfl;  exchanged  :  after  which,  if  it  fliall  be 
neceffary,  an  equivalent  of  inferior  for  fuperior  officers,  and,  if  agree- 
able to  fuch  equivalent,  all  the  officers  of  the  army  dial!  be  exchanged, 
and  a  balance  of  officers  remain  in  their  hands,  then  an  equivalent  of 
privates  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  fuch  officers,  fliall  be  fettled  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftcmary  proportion,  or  fuch  proportion  as  may  be 
agreed  on.  The  commiffioners  fo  to  be  appointed,  by  virtue  hereof,  to 
make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  gen.  Waffiington,  who  is  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  finally  to  ratify  the  terms  of  the  faid 
exchange  on  behalf  of  thefe  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  directed  to  call  for  gen.  Bur- 
goyne  and  other  officers  of  the  convention  troops  now  prifoners  to  thefe 
United  States  on  parole,  whenever  the  intereft  of  thefe  United  States 
fliall,  in  his  opinion,  render  it  neceffary. 

Mr.  M'Kean  laid  before  Congrefs  in  writing  an  inform.ation  of  per- 
fonal  abufe  he  laft  night  received  from  brigadier  Thompfon,  on  account 
of  his  conduce  in  Congrefs,  and  of  abufive,  difrefpeftful  and  contemptu- 
ous axpreifions  uttered  by  the  fuid  brigadier  Thompfon  againfl  Con- 
grefs ;  whereupon,  • 

Ordered,  That  brigadier  Thompfon  attend  at  the  bar  oj"  this  houfe 
to-morvow  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  anfwer  the  charge  brought 
ag'.:infl  him  by  the  hon.  Thomas  M'Kean,  Efq;  a  member  of  this  houfe  ; 
and  that  the  faid  brigadier-general  Thompfon  be  furniflied  with,  a  co- 
py of  the  cliarge  againft  him. 
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A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  general  Wafliington,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letters  from 
the  niiirquis  de  la  Fayette. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  col.  R.  H.  Harrifon,  was  read,  expref- 
ling  his  obligations  to  Congrefs  for  the  honor  done  him  by  appointing 
him  a  member  of  the  board  of  war,  and  informing,  that  the  difficulties 
which  operated  againil  his  accepting  a  feat  in   the  board  of  war  flill 
prevail  in  his  mind,  and  compel  him  again  to  decline  the  appointment. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 
Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  continental  loan-office  of 
the  United  States  be  refpedively  directed  to  receive  for  loan-office  cer- 
tificates, fuch  bills  of  credit  only  as  have  been  or  may  be  emitted  by 
Congrefs  ;  any  refolution  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  November  20,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  M.  Smith  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine- 
committee  for  the  {late  of  Virginia, 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  gen.  Waffiington  to  major  Wafliington, 
of  col.  Moylan's  dragoons,  was  laid  belore  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  v/here- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  major  Wafliington  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel, in  the  room  of  lieutenant-colonel  Bird,  of  col.  Baylor's 
dragoons,  refigned  ;  and  that  he  proceed  to  Briftol  and  take  the  com- 
mand of  col.  Baylor's  regiment. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  H.  Beekman  Livingfton,  col.  of  the  4th 
battalion  of  New-York  forces,  was  read,  requefting  leave  to  refign  his 
commiffion  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  S.  Deane,  Efq;  was  read,  enclofing  a 
letter  of  July  22d,  to  him,  from  J,  Williams,  at  PafTy,  near  Paris. 

According  to  order,  brigadier-general  Thompfon  attending,  was  cal- 
led in,  and  the  information  and  charge  exhibited  againft  him  being 
read,  and  brigadier  Thompfon  being  called  upon  to  anfwer,  denied  the 
charge  ;  whereupon  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  with- 
drew. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  meet  on  Monday  next,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 
to  examine  witneffes  refpefting  the  charge  againft  brigadier  Thompfon  : 

That  brigadier-general  Thompfon  be  direfted  to  attend  at  that 
time  Avitli  his  witneffes  : 

That  the  fecretary  iffue  a  fummons  to  William  Auguftas  Atlee,  Efq; 
John  Evans,  Efq;  col.  Jofeph  Deane,  capt.  John  Purviance,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Bradford  and  Paul  Fooks,  Efq;  refpedlively,  to  attend  this  houfe 
on  Monday  next,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.  to  give  evidence  in  the  cafe 
above-mentioned. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  9th,  from  major-general  Lin- 
coln, at  Williamfburgh,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  7th,  and  the  laft  paragraph  of  the 
letter  of  the  9th,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  referred  to  them,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported. 
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that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  propofitions 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conchifion,  defire  leave  to 
fit  again  : 

Resolved.)  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  proportions  refer- 
red to  them. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  niinifter  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
was  read,  refpedling  the  publication  of  the  treaties  of  commerce  and 
alliance. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfURDAT,  November  21,    17T8. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  colonel  Hartley,  at  Fort- Jenkins,  on  the 
north-eaft  branch  of  Sufquehannah,  and  one  of  the  16th,  from  gen. 
Wafliington,  enclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  13th,  from  brigadier 
Hand,  refpedling  an  attack  on  col.  Alden's  regiment  in  Cherry-Valle.y  ; 
alfo  an  other  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  memorial 
from  brigadier  du  Portail,  on  a  general  fyftem  of  fortification  for  the 
United  States  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  laft  letter  from  gen.  "VVafhington  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  memorial  therein  enclofed,  be  referred 
to  the  marine-committee. 

Resolved.,  That  Mr,  Roberdeau  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine-committee, for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  referred  to  them,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration  the  pro- 
pofitions referred  to  them,  and  have  made  fome  progrefs,  but  not  ha- 
ving come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved^  That  onMondaynext,  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefsbe  refolved 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  re- 
ferred to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,    November  23,    1778. 
A  memorial  from  brigadier  William  Thompfon  was  read  ;  where- 
upon a  motion  was  made  as  follows  : 

A  memorial  from  brigadier  William  Thompfon  having  been  read, 
and  it  ajopearing  that  the  faid  memorial  contains  approbrious  language 
againft  and  fcandalous  refle£\ions  upon  the  charader  of  a  member  pre- 
fent  in  Congrefs;  Refolved,  that  the  faid  brigadier  William  Thompfon 
has,  by  offering  the  faid  memorial,  been  guilty  of  an  infult  to  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  this  houfe,  and  a  breach  of  privilege  : 
On  which  the  previous  queftion  was  moved, 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
New-Hampshire^  Mr.    Whipple^  7io  J>  « 

Massacbusetts-Baj,      Mr.  S.  Adams,       7i6~\ 
Mr.  Gerrj,  no  ! 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  j 

Mr.  Holtenj  no] 
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Rhode-Island.) 

Connccticuty 

Netv-Torky 

New-Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware^ 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina,' 

South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Sher7nan, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Cling  an, 
Mr.   M'kean, 
Mr.   Paca, 
Mr.   Carmicbael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.   F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Jf.  5'm;/y6, 
Mr,   Penn, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.    Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 


>  div 
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no" 
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divided. 


ay  L 

no  J 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 
The  main  queftion  was  then  put, 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr, 
New-Hampshire,        Mr.   Whipple, 
Massachusetts-Bay,   Mr,  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 
Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 
New-Tor k,  Mr.  Lewis, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Clingan, 
Delaware,  Mr.   M'-Kean, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.   Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  P.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   i!L  5«i/i/j, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.   Williams, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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divided. 


Paca, 
q;'  J>  * 

>  divided. 
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no 

no  ^  * 

fly  J>flK 

no  J 

£7);  5 
no^ 
no  v.jze 
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Six  o'clock,  P.  M, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Jiesohed,  That  the  fum  of  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieute- 
nant-colonel Temple,  of  the  111  regiment  of  light-dragoons,  to  dif- 
charge  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  faid  regiment,  and  to  re-enlift 
fuch  of  the  men  whofe  times  are  about  expiring  r 

That  the  men  fo  re-enlifled  in  the  faid  regiment,  on  being  furniflied 
with  the  ufual  ftate-bounty  by  the  government  of  Virginia,  fliall  be 
confidered  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  that  (late. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  empowered  and  directed  to  take 
fuch  meafures,  v.'ith  refpeft  to  the  officers  cf  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga, v;ho  are  fubjefts  of  major-general  Heath's  letter  of  the  2d  inft. 
and  of  brigadier  Hamilton's  of  Oft.  31fl:,  enclofed  in  gen.  Walhinton's 
letter  of  the  12th  inft.  as  to  him  Ihall  feem  proper. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  98  half  Johannes  be  paid  by  the  treafu- 
rer  to  col.  George  Matthews,  of  the  9th  Virginia  regiment  ;  he  to  be 
accountable,  it  being  monies  advanced  by  him  to  the  officers  of  the 
faid  regiment  when  prifoners  with  the  enemy  : 

That  the  coramiffary-general  of  prifoners  be  informed  hereof,  and 
that  he  be  direfted  to  certify  to  the  treafury-boardthe  ftate  of  the  of- 
ficers accounts,  and  deduct  fo  much  from  the  faid  fum  as  may  appear 
to  be  due  to  them. 

According  to  order,  brig"idier  William  Thompfon  and  the  witnefTes 
fummoned,  except  Mr.  x4.tlee,  attending,  were  called  in  and  examined.; 
after  which  brigadier  Thompfon,  being  heard,  withdrew  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  of  this  matter  be  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrov/. 

TuESVAr,  November  24,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gen.  V/afliington,  was  read,  relative  t» 
the  infpectorfiiip  under  baron  Steuben  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  B.  P.  Smith,  Thomas  Edifon  and  George 
Bond,  clerks  in  the  fecretary's  office  ;  alfo  one  of  the  16th,  from  James 
Stevenfon,  Samuel  Downe  and  Mofes  Emerfon,  commiffioners  of  ac- 
counts ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Benjamin  Temple,  for  377  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  dif- 
charge  the  balances  due  on  fundry  purchafes,  and  for  making  up  clo- 
thing in  purfiiance  of  gen.  Wafhing-tcn's  orders  of  December  30th, 
1777  ;  thefaid  lieutenant-colonel  Temple  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  the  fettlement  of  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ha'S 
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been  attended  with  much  difficulty  and  delay,  inafinuch  as  no  general 
principles  have  been  adopted 'and  uniformly  puriued  : 

Resolved  therefore.)  That,  upon  any  difpute  of  rank,  the  following- 
rules  fliall  be  hereafter  cbferved  : 

1.  For  determining-  rank  in  the  continental  line,  between  all  colonels 
and  inferior  officers  of  different  ftates,  between  like  officers  of  infantry, 
and  thofe  of  horfe  and  artillery,  appointed  under  the  authority  of  Gon- 
grefs,  by  virtue  of  a  refokition  of  Sept.  16th,  1776,  or  by  virtue  of 
any  fnbfequcnt  refolution  prior  to  Jan.  Ift,  1777,  all  fuch  otEcers  fhall 
be  deemed  to  have  their  commiffions  dated  on  the  day  lad  mentioned, 
and  their  relative  rank  with  refpeft  to  each  other,  in  the  continental 
line  of  the  army,  fliall  be  determined  by  their  rank  prior  to  the  16th  day 
of  September,  1776  :  this  rule  Ihall  not  be  conlidered  to  effedlthe  rank 
of  the  line  within  any  ftate  or  within  the  corps  of  artillery,  horfe,  or 
among  the  16  additional  battalions,  where  the  rank  hath  been  fettled  ; 
but  Ihali  be  the  rule  to  determine  the  relative  rank  within  the  particular 
line  of  artillery,  fo  far  as  the  rank  remains  unfettled. 

2.  In  the  fecond  inftance  preference  fliall  be  given  to  coramiffions 
in  the  new-levies  and  flying-camp. 

3.  In  determining  rank  between  continental-officers,  in  other  ref- 
pedls  Clonal,  proper  refpeft  fliall  be  had  to  their  commiffions  in  the  mi- 
litia, where  they  have  ferved  in  the  continental  army  for  the  fpace  of 
one  month. 

4.  AH  colonels  and  inferior  officers  appointed  to  vacancies  fince  the 
5th  day  of  Jan,  1777,  fliall  take  rank  from  the  right  of  fucceffion  to 
fuch  vacancies. 

5.  In  all  cafes  where  the  rank  between  two  officers  of  different  ftates 
is  equal,  or  between  an  officer  of  ftate  troops  and  one  of  cavalry,  artil- , 
lery,  or  of  the  additional  battalions,  the  precedence  is  to  be  determined 
by  lot. 

6.  All  officers  who  have  been  prifoners  Avith  the  enemy,  being  ap- 
pointed by  their  ftate,  and  again  enter  into  the  fervice,  ftiall  do  it  agree- 
ably to  the  following  rule,  that  is  to  fay  :  All  of  the  rank  of  captains, 
and  under,  fliall  enter  into  the  fame  regiment  to  which  they  formerly 
belonged  ;  and  if  the  regiment  is  dilTolved  or  otherwife  reduced,  they 
fhall  be  entitled  to  the  firft  vacancy  in  any  regiment  of  the  ftate  in  their 
proper  rank,  after  the  officers  belonging  to  fuch  regiment  have  been 
provided. 

7.  The  rules  of  rank  above  laid  down  between  officers  of  different 
ftates,  are  to  govern  between  officers  of  the  fame  ftate,  except  in  cafes 
•where  the  ftate  have  laid  down  a  different  rule  or  already  fettled  their 
rank. 

8.  A  refignation  fliall  preclude  any  claim  or  benefit  from  former 
rank  under  a  new  appointment. 

Whereas  from  the  alteration  of  the  eftablifliment  and  other  caufes, 
many  valuable  officers  have  been  and  may  be  omitted  in  the  new  ar- 
rangement, as  being  fupernnmerary,  who,  from  their  conuudl  and  fervi- 
ces,  are  entitled  to  the  honorable  notice  of  Congrefs,  and  to  a  fuita- 
ble  provifion  until  they  can  return  to  civil  life  with  advantage  : 

Resolved  therefore.)  That  Congrefs  gratefully  acknowledge  the  faith- 
ful fervices  of  fuch  officers,  and  that  all  fuperuumerary  officers  be  en- 
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titled  to  one  year's  pay  of  their  commillions  refpedlively,  to  be  compu- 
ted from  the  time  fuch  officers  had  leave  t)f  ablence  from  the  comman- 
der  in  chief  on  this  account.  And  Gongrefs  do  earneftly  recommend 
to  the  feveral  dates  to  which  fuch  officers  belong,  to  make  fuch  farther 
proviiion  for  them  as  their  refpeclive  circumftances  and  merits  may 
entitle  them  to. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  who  have  been  in  the  fervice,  and,  ha- 
ving been  prifoners  with  the  enemy,  now  are  or  hereafter  jnay  be  ex- 
changed or  otherwife  releafed,  fhall,  if  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
the  ftate,  be  entitled,  in  cafe  of  vacancy,  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of 
their  refpeclive  ftate  in  fuch  rank  as  they  would  have  had  if  they  had 
never  been  captured  ;  provided  always,  that  every  fuch  officer  do,  with- 
in one  month  after  his  exchange  or  releafe,  fignify  to  the  authority 
of  the  ftate  to  which  he  belongs,  his  releafe  and  his  deiire  to  enter 
again  into  the  military  fervice  : 

That  every  officer  fo  releafed,  and  giving  notice  as  aforefaid,  fh^II, 
until  entry  into  adlual  fervice,  be  allov/ed  half-pay  of  the  commiffion 
to  vv'hich  lay  the  foregoing  refolve  heftands  entitled  ;  provided  always, 
that,  in  cafe  of  his  receiving  any  civil  office  of  profit,  fuch  half-pay 
fiiall  thenceforth  ceafe. 

Whereas  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  fervice  that  fome  rule  for 
promotion  be  eftablifhed  :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  provide, 
that  in  all  future  promotions  officers  rife  regimentally  to  the  rank  of 
captain,  and  thence  in  the  line  of  the  ftate  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  ex- 
cept in  cafes  where  a  preference  may  be  given  on  account  of  diftin- 
guiOied  merit. 

Resolved,  That  no  brevets  be  for  the  futm-e  granted,  except  to 
officers  in  the  line  or  in  cafe  of  very  eminent  fervices. 

Resohed,  That  a  brigadier,  out  of  brigadiers  of  the  infantry,  be 
appointed  by  general  Waflilngton  to  command  the  cavalry. 

Resolved,  That  pay-mafters,  not  being  of  the  rank  of  captains, 
t[uarter-mafters  and  adjutants  be  entitled  to  receive  20  dollars  per 
month  fubnftence-money,  in  lieu  of  rations. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  and  perfons  employed  on  the  ftafF  fliall 
recieve,  for  fubfiftence-money,  one-third  of  a  dollar  for  each  extra  ra- 
tion heretofore  allowed  them. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Stevens,  of  the  artillery,  now 
holding  that  rank  by  brevet,  be  appointed  a  lieutenant-colonel  of 
artillery  ;  and  that  his  commiffion  bear  date  from  that  of  his  brevet  ; 
and  that  he  be  entitled  to  take  command  on  the  firft  vacancy  that 
may  fall  in  the  artillery. 

Resolved,  That  adjutants,  pay-mafters  and  quarter-mafters,  taken 
from  the  line,  be  again  admitted  into  the  rank  they  would  have  been 
entitled  to,  had  they  continued  in  the  line  :  and  fuch  adjutants,  pay- 
mafters,  and  quarter-mafters,  not  taken  from  the  line,  may  be  admif- 
fable  into  the  line,  in  fuch  fubaltern  ranks  as,  by  a  figned  certificate 
from  the  field-officers  of  their  refpeAive  corps,  they  fliall  be  deemed 
competent  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  regiment  commanded  by  col.  Mofes  Hazen  be 
continued  on  its  original  ellablilhment ;  and  that  no  new  appointments 
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or -promotions  of  officers  be  made  therein  until  the  farther  order  of 
Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  arrangement  tranfmit  to  the  board 
of  v/ar  lifts  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  arranged  by  them  in  the  fe- 
veral  regiments  and  corps,  fpecifying  the  time  of  their  refpedlive  ap- 
pointments or  promotions  to  their  prefent  rank,  to  be  regiftered  in  the 
v/ar-office  ;  and  that  commiffions  be  iffued  to  the  faid  officers  accor- 
dingly :  and  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  Avar  is  hereby  ordered  to 
tranfmit  copies  of  the  faid  arrangement  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  finifli  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  army,  agreeably  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  and 
that  the  committee  of  arrangement  furnifh  the  board  with  fuch  papers 
and  documents  as  they  are  polTefTed  of  refpedling  the  fame  ;  and  that  all 
difputes  about  rank  in  the  army  be  referred  to  the  commander  iu 
chief,  to  be  determined  according  to  the  rules  of  the  army. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  forthwith  lay  before  Congrefs  a 
lift  of  the  continental  brigadiers  and  battalions,  together  with  the. 
ftates  to  which  they  refpeclively  belong. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDJtr,  November  25,    1778. 
Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Clingan  and  Mr.  Searle,  three  delegates  for 
Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
of  that  ftate,  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

"  In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsjlvanja,  Friday,  November  20,  1778. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  and  read,  the  houfe  proceed" 
ed  by  ballot  to  the  eleftion  of  delegates  in  Congrefs  for  the  enfuing 
year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen,  viz.  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, William    Clingan,    Edward  Biddle,  John  Armftrong,  William 
Shippen  the  elder,  Samuel  Atlee,  and  James  Searle,  Efq; 
Extradl  from  the  minutes, 
John  Morris,  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly*" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  meet  this  afternoon,  at  fix  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  William  Auguftus  Atlee  be  fummoned  to  attend 
Congrefs  at  that  hour,  to  give  evidence  on  the  charge  againft  briga- 
dier William  Thompfon  ;  and  that  brigadier  William  Thompfon  be 
notified  to  attend. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Charles  Frederick  Bedaulx,  and  one  of 
the  2d,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  general  Waftiington,  with  fundry  papers 
cnclofed,  relative  to  count  Holkauiki,  and  a  letter  of  the  9th,  from  ma- 
general  baron  de  Kalb,  refpeiEling  major  Rogers,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  C.  Rodney,  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  De- 
laware, and  one  of  Oftober  23d,  from  Thomas  Chittendon,  were  read. 

Mr.  Witherfpoon,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  attend- 
ed, and  laid  before  Congrefs  powers  to  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  to 
ratify  the  confederation,  which  were  read,  as  follows  : 
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"  (L.  S.)  By  his  excellency  William   Llvingflon,  Efq;  governor,  cap- 
tain-general, and  commander  in  chief,  in  and  over  the  ftate  of  New- 
Jerfey  and  territories  thereunto  belonging,  chancellor  and  ordinary" 
in  the  fame. 

"  TO  ALL  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come  greeting  ;  knov/-  ye, 
that  among  the  records  in  the  fecretary's  office,  in  the  ilate  of  New- 
Jerfey,  there  is  a  certain  inftrument  of  writing  purporting  to  be  an  adt 
of  the  council  and  general  affembly  of  the  faid  ftate,  which  faid  acl  is 
contained  in  the  words  and  tenor  here  following,  to  wit  : 

An  aft  to  authorize  and  empower  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  ofNew- 
Jerfey  in  Congrefs,  to  fubfcribe  and  ratify  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion and  perpetual  union  between  the  feveral  ftates. 

Whereas  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  between 
the  ftates  of  New-Hanipftiire,  Maffacliufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvanl;i,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  Souih-Caro- 
liua  and  Georgia,  figned  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  faid  ftates,  by  the  hon. 
Henry  Laurens,  Efci;  their  prefident,  have  been  laid  before  the  legif- 
lature  of  this  ftate,  to  be  ratified  by  the  fame  if  approved  :  and  where- 
as, notwithftauding  the  terms  of  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union  are  confidcred  as  in  divers  refpecls  unequal  and  difad- 
vantageous  to  this  ftate,  and  the  objections  to  feveral  of  the  faid  arti- 
cles lately  ftated  and  fent  to  the  general  Congrefs  aforefald,  on  the 
pai't  of  this  ftate,  are  ftill  viewed  as  juft  and  reafonable,  and  fundry  of 
them  as  of  the  moft  effential  moment  to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
the  good  people  thereof;  yet,  under  the  full  convldlon  of  the  prelent 
neceffity  of  acceding  to  the  confederacy  propofed,  and  that  every  fepa- 
rate  and  detached  ftate  intereft  ought  to  be  poftponed  to  the  general 
good  of  the  union  ;  and  moreover,  in  firm  reliance  that  the  candor  and 
juftice  of  the  feveral  ftates  will,  in  due  time,  remove,  as  far  as  poflible, 
the  inequailty  which  now  fublifts  : 

Seel.  1ft.  Be  it  enafted  by  the  council  and  general  affembly  of  this 
{late,  and  it  is  hereby  enac\ed  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the 
hon.  John  Witherfpoon,  Abraham  Clark,  Nathaniel  Scudder  and  Elias 
Boudinot,  Efqrs;  delegates,  reprefenting  this  ftate  in  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  aiuhorized,  empowered  and  dire£led,  on  behalf  of  this  ftate,  to  fub- 
fcribe and  ratify  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
between  the  ftates  aforefald. 

Sett,  2d.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefald,  that 
the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  fo  as  aforefald 
fiibfcribed  and  ratified,  lliall  thenceforth  become  concluftve  as  to  this 
ftate,  and  obligatory  thereon. 

Council  Chamber,  November  19,  1778. 
This  bill,  having  been  three  times  read  in  council. 
Resolved^  That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

By  order  of  the  houfe, 

W.  Livingston,  President. 
Houfe  of  Affembly,  November  20th,  1778. 
This  bill,  having  been  three  times  read  in  the  houfe  of  afl'embly, 
Rcsohcd^  That  the  fame  do  pafs.     By  order  of  the  houfe, 

Caleb  C.\m.p,  Speaker  pro  tern,  ^ 
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All  which,  b)^  the  tenor  of  thefe  prefents,  I  have  caufed  to  be  ex- 
einplified. 

In  teftimony  whereof  the  great  feal  of  the  faid  fiate  of  New-Jerfey 
is  hereunto  affixed,  at  Trenton,  the  20th  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  and  in  the 
third  year  of  the  independency  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

William   Livingston. 
By  his  excellency's  command, 

Bowies  Reed,  Secretary," 

Congrefs  was  refolvedinto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fomc 
time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration,  the  propo- 
fitions  to  them  referred,  and  made  fome  farther  progrefs,  but  not  ha- 
ving yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propoluions  referred 
to  them.  _^»+«._ 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 5th,  from  admiral  Gambler,  was  read,  relative  to  an 
officer  of  the  king  his  mailer's  Oilp,  wrecked,  as  he  fays,  in  carrying 
a  flag  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  Oc- 
tober 30th,  from  commiiTary  Beatty. 

Mr.  Frod,  a  delegate  from  New-Hampfhire,  attended,  and  produced 
a  refolution  of  the  general  affembly  of  that  flate  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  New-Hampshire. 

In  the  House  of  Representati'oes,  October  31,  1778. 

"  Voted  and  refolved,  that  any  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  ftate 

to  the  honourable  continental  Congrefs   be,  and  hereby    is  authorized 

and  empowered   to  reprefent   this  ftate  in  faid  Congrefs,    at  all  times, 

in  the  abfence  of  the  other  delegates  from  this  ftate,  until  the  articles 

of  confederation  of  the  United  States  fliall  be  ratified  by  all  the  ftates. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

John   Langdon,  Speaker. 
In  Council,  the  fame  day,  read  and  concurred, 

£.  Thobipson,  Secretary. 
A  true  copy,  examined  by  E.  Thompson,  Secretary." 

The  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee,  one  of  the  judg-cs  of  the  fnpreme  court,  be- 
ing engaged  on  the  bench  in  a  trial  in  a  capital  cafe,  could  not  attend 
agreeable  to  the  fummons  :   whereupon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdai',  November  26,    1778. 

In  purfuance  of  the  powers  to  them  granted,  the  delegates  of  New- 
Jerfey  figned  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome 
time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration  the  pro- 
pofitions  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defirc 
leave  to  fit  a^ain. 
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Resolved:)  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  further  the  propofitions  referred 
to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat^  November  27,    1778. 

A  memorial  from  Abraham  Whipple  and  others,  commanders  in 
the  continental  navy  ;  alfo  a  memorial  from  fundry  officers  of  marines, 
and  a  copy  of  a  memorial  from  27  officers  in  the  navy  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  Efq;  was  read,  refpeiling  the  late 
lieutenant  Baron's  family  : 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  2111;,  from  general  Waffiington,  with  fundry  papers 
cnclofed  ;  alfo  one  of  the  26th,  from  baron  Steuben,  were  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  gov.  Livingflon,  of  New-Jerfey,  and 
one  of  the  20th,  from  colonel  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  were  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  a  copy  of  colonel  Hartley's  letter  be  fent  to  general 
Wafhington. 

A  petition  of  captain  John  Lightbourn,  was  read,  fetting  forth  the 
diflreffes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  and  praying  for  liberty  to  car- 
ry thither  bread,  flour  and  Indian  corn  : 

Resolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  granted. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Wa!hington,  was  read,  with  a 
paper  enclofed,  refpefling  a  regiment  raifed  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Bedel  :   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  regiment  under  colonel  Bedel,  be  difbanded. 

A  memorial  from  Eleazer  Wheelock,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Thomas  Galbreath,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  refpefting  colonel 
Seth  Warner's  regiment,  report, 

That  it  appears  by  a  refolution  of  Dec.  2in:,  1776,  that  officers 
were  to  receive  pay  on  the  new  eftabliduTient  from  the  time  of  their 
being  appointed  by  the  ftates  ;  and  by  a  letter  of  the  10th  inft.  which 
they  have  received  from  Mr.  Palfrey,  pay-m after-general,  and  which 
accompanies  this  report,  it  appears  that  officers  were  paid  accor- 
dingly ;  the  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that  officers  appointed 
by  Congrefs  to  raife  regiments,  to  ferve  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war,  previous  to  the  7th  day  of  Oct.  1776,  ought  to  receive  additional 
pay  from  that  time,  and  that  the  motion  to  them  referred  is  proper, 
being  as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  that  the  officers  of  col.  Seth  Warner's  re- 
giment, who  engaged  in  the  fervice  for  three  years  or  during  the  war, 
previous  to  the  7th  day  of  Oct.  17?6,  have  not  been  allowed  the  ad- 
ditional pay  made  to  the  v/ages  of  officers  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs 
of  that  date,  for  the  time  between  that  day  and  the  1ft  day  of  Jan. 
1777,  the  commanding-officer  of  the  northern-department  being  then 
in  doubt  whether  they  were  entitled  to  it  bv  the  faid  refolution  : 
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Resolved,  That  if  it  fliall  be  nade  to  appear  to  the  commanding- 
officer  in  the  norchern-department  that  the  laid  officers,  or  others  in 
like  circumRances,  have  not  received  the  fald  additional  pay,  he  order 
the  fame  to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  tjie  faid  report. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Penet : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr.  Searle. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  comitiittee  of  the 
whole,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefulcnt  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F. 
L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
proportions  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  fome  further  progrefs, 
but  not  having'  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  referred 
to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

S^ruiiDjr,  Novem6er  28,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  de  Francey,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Drayton. 
An   appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania,   on  a  libel   "  Thomas  Houfton,  verfus  floop  Adlive," 
■was  lodged  with  the  fecretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  ap- 
peals. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant  Hele-  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  15th,  from 
admiral  Gambler,  refpedling  an  officer,  commander  of  the  Hotham,  Sec. 
reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  in  anfwer  thereto,  which  was  taken  in- 
to confideration  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

"  SIR, 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  infl.  refpecling  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Ho- 
tham floop  has  been  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  I  am  inflrucled  to  inform 
you,  that  as  the  manifeftoes  on  board  that  veffel  were  of  a  feditious  na- 
ture, and  intended  to  open  an  unwarrantable  correfpondence,  their  be- 
ing covered  by  a  flag  of  truce  is  by  no  rteans  an  extenuation  of  the  of- 
fence :  that  as  no  refpeft  is  due  by  the  law  of  nations  to  a  flag  of  truce 
when  employed  in  illicit  praftices  ;  fo,  when  detefted,  all  the  rights  of 
a  flag  are  forfeited  ;  nor  does  the  accidental  wreck  of  the  veffel  in  quef- 
tion  make  any  diftlnclion  in  favour  of  thofe  who  navigated  her:  that 
the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  authorizing  the  feizure  of  the  flag,  being 
fubfeqiient  to  the  fa£t  complained  of  in  that  refolution,  requires  no 
juftification  ;  the  fadl  muft  necefTarily  precede  the  complaint,  and  the 
meafures  for  preventing  the  confequences  of  the  fad  :  that  addreffing 
the  manifefto  in  the  firft  inftance  to  Congrefs  does  not  prove  th?.t  it 
was  not  feditious,  fince  it  was  at  the  fame  time  addreffed  to  tlie  feveral 
affemblies  of  the  United  States,  to  the  clergy,  to  the  officers  of  the 
American  army,  and  to  the  people  at  large  ;  v/hich  inconteftably  fliews 
it  to  be  feditious  and  unv/arrantable  :  that,  notwithftanding  the  implied 
threat,  that  had  there  been  greater  danger  in  it  than  there  is,  Congrefs 
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would  nevertlielefs  have  adhered  to  fuch  meafures  as  are  juRified  hy 
reafon  and  conducive  to  the  genera!  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec." 

Sundry  reports  from  the  board  of  treafury  were  laid  before  Congrefs  ; 
"whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  favour  of 
major-general  Thomas  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter-general,  for  50,000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accoun- 
table : 

On  paffing  this  order,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Lau- 


New-  Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhcde-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 
Neiv-Jersej!, 

Pennsylvania, 

Ilaryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

Soutb-Carolina^ 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  .S".  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr,   Holten, 
Mr.   Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.'  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   Scudder, 
Ml'.   Roberdeaii, 
Mr.  Clingan, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   Carmichael, 
Mr.   Hen-y, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.   M.  Smith, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.    Williams, 
Mr.   Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 


.ay 


"U' 


So  it  pafTed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  commif- 
fioner of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  (late  of  Connefticut,  for 
50,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  Ifaac  Forfter,  Efq;  deputy  direftor-gene- 
ral  in  the  eaftern-diftrict,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department  ;  for  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  another  warrant  iflue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Ifaac  Forfter, 
Efq;  deputy  direAor-gencral  in  the  eaftern-dlftrlifr,  for  25,000  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  James  Davidfon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  department ;  the 
faid  deputy  direftor-general  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  Nathaniel  Apple  ton,  Efq;  commiffioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  300 
dollars,  in  favour  of  David  Mofely,  it  being  advanced  him  on  account 
of  copper-plate  printing ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 
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That  a  v.'arrant  iffue  on  the  trealurer  in  favour  of  capt.  Ifaiah  John- 
fton,f  or  5084  dollars,  to  anfwer  two  lets  of  exchange,  No.  36,  for  500 
dollars,  and  No.  37,  for  45  84  dollars,  drawn  by  the  late  William  Ken- 
non,  deceafed,  in  favour  of  David  Flowers,  dated  April  14th,  1777; 
and  that  the  faid  lUm  of  5084  dollars  be  charged  to  the  accoimt  of 
the  faid  William  Kennon,  deceafed  : 

That  a  warrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Efq;  for  10,000  dollars,  in  difcharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Pal- 
frey, Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  for  that  fum,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Jona- 
tlian  Dayton,  dated  Oft.  18th,  1778,  exprtiTed  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  of  America  ;  the  faid  pay-mafter-general 
to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  ia  favour  of  John  Bailey,  for 
1000  dollars,  in  payment  of  a  draup;ht  of  major-general  R.  Howe,  da- 
ted Chareftown,  S.  Carolina,  Auguft  24th,  1778,  in  favour  of  captain 
Rawieigh  Downman,  and  endorfed  by  him  for  that  fum,  it  being  agree- 
able to  a  letcer  of  advice  of  the  fame  date  from  major-general  R.  Howe, 
who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a, warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  col.  John  Cox, 
affiftant  quarter-mafter-general,  for  3,500,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  department  of  major-general  Greene,  quarter-malter-general,  who 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  major-general 
Lee,  for  1000  dollars,  advanced  him  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  Avarrant  ilTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  capt.  Richard  Call, 
for  900  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  col.  Benjamin  Temple,  to  enable  him 
to  pay  fundry  balances  due  from  the  firfl  battalion  of  light-dragoons, 
in  confequence  of  the  orders  of  gen.  Wafiiington  of  the  30th  of  Dec. 
laft  ;  the  faid  col.  Temple  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  be  advanced  to  colonel  Benjamin  Flower,  commiffaiy- 
general  of  military-fhores,  100,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  depart- 
ment ;  for  v/hlch  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  a  warrant  on 
Thomas  Smith  in  favour  of  J.  Cox,  and  an  advance  to  Ifaac  Melchlor, 
be  poftponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  feveral  managers  of  the  United  States  lottery 
be  allowed,  for  their  fervices  whilft  afllng  in  that  department,  four 
dollars  a-day,  previous  to  the  5th  of  February  laft  ;  five  dollars  a-day 
from  that  to  the  prefent  time  ;  and  that  their  allowance  for  future  fer- 
vices he  determined  at  the  clofe  of  the  drawing  of  the  fecond  clafs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  part  of  the 
memorial  of  Robert  Yauncey,  cornet,  of  the  flrft  regiment  of  light- 
dragoons,  relating  to  376  dollars  loft  on  the  fudden  retreat  of  the 
troops  from  Bound-Brook,  the  13th  of  April,  and  which  was  part  of 
a  fum  put  into  his  hands  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  fuch  regiment, 
brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  fum  of  376  dollars  be  allowed  to  Robert 
Yauncey,  on  the  fcttleroent  of  his  account. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Rice, 
refpecling  a  fum  of  public  money  loft  at  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,,  report, 
that  they  have  taken  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  having  examin- 
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cd  witnelTes,  they  find  that  the  inaterial  fiifts  therein  fet  forth  are  true, 
and  therefore  are  of  opinion, 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  fald  captain 
George  Rice,  for  565  dollars,  in  full  for  his  lofs  aforefaid : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjufliment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  perfons,  for  fuperintending  the 
jnoney-prefs,  Sec.  as  follows  : 

To  John  Biddle,  from  July  30th,  to  Nov.  5th,  1778,  594  dollars  ; 
to  Ifaac  Snowden,  for  the  fame  time,  594  dollars  ;  to  Peter  Thorn- 
fon,  for  the  fame  time,  594  dollars  ;  to  Nathaniel  Falconer,  from 
Sept.  14th,  to  Nov.  5th)  1778,  318  dollars  ;  to  Ifaac  Howell,  from 
Od.  13th,  to  Nov.  5th,  1778,  144  dollars  ;  to  Ifaac  Harrifon  Free- 
nock  Iff  Co.  for  fundry  articles  fupplied  for  the  ufe  of  the  printers, 
&c.  20415.  dollars  ;  making  in  the  v/hole,  244S|5.  dollars  ;  for  which 
a  warrant  fl:iould  ifTue  in  favour  of  John  Biddle  : 

Ordered.)  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  the  magiltrates  and  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  of 
the  city  of  Philadelpliia  was  read,  praying  for  a  compenfation  for  the 
life  of  the  houfe  of  employment,  occupied  for  a  continental  hofpital: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  Jofeph  March,  of  New-Hampfliire,  with  a  printed 
paper  enclofed,  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  major-general  Heath's  letter 
of  July  8th,  with  fundry  papers  relative  to  enfign  Brown,  brought  in 
a  report  : 

Ordered^  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Tuefday 
next. 

'A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Jonathan  F.  Morris,  lieutenant  in  colonel 
Prodor's  regiment,  was  read,  requeuing  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion: 

Resolved,  That  he  have  leave,  and  that  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  November  30,    1778. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Congrefs  meet  on  Wednefday  evening, 
at  fix  o'clock,  to  confider  the  proceedings  of  the  courts-martial  on  the 
trials  of  major-general  Lee,  major-general  Scliuyler,  and  major-gene- 
ral St.  Clair. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read,  enclofing 
a  letter  and  memorial  from  major  Whitcombe,  together  with  fundry 
other  papers  relative  to  the  attack  on  Cherry-Valley  : 

Ordered,  That  the  meir.orial  and  letter  from  m;ijor  Whitcombe  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  affidavits,  relative  to  the  convention  troops,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  ref.;rred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  T.Ir.  Duane,  Mr.  Carmichael  and  Mr.  G. 
Morris. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  tlie  board  of  svar,  v,'as  read,  defiring  an 
advance  of  50,000  dollars: 
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Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  R.  Down- 
man  and  G.  Hancock,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  refpeiSling  the  quartering 
officers  of  the  convention  troops  : 

Ordered.)  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  board  be  empowered 
and  direfted  to  give  fuch  orders  in  the  premifes  as  they  in  their  judg- 
ment fliall  think  mofl:  for  the  public  interefl  and  fafety. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war,  was 
read,  enclofing  a  lift  of  the  brigadiers  and  the  regiments  compofing  the 
feveral  brigades  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

A  letter,  of  Oft.  20th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclofing 
a  letter  of  the  1 1th  of  the  fame  month,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  and 
a  letter  of  Oft.  8th,  from  Samuel  Nicholas,  relative  to  the  neceffity  of 
making  provifion  for  the  clothing  of  the  officers  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  enclofed  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  clothier's  department. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Searle  be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 
The  board  of  war  having  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  a  copy  of  the 
agreement  entered  into  with  them  by  George  Rice,  for  a  traft  of  land, 
and  erefting  barracks  for  the  convention  troops  in  Virginia,  together 
with  a  plan  of  the  faid  barracks  ; 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  agreement  and  plan  be  lodged  with  the 
board  of  treafury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,. on  the  letter  of  Oft.  26th,  from 
major-general  Sullivan,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cafes  v/here  forage  is  wanted  for  the  troops, 
and  cannot  be  purchafed  by  the  commifTaries  at  reafonable  rates,  appli- 
cation be  made  to  the  executive  and  legiflative  authority. of  the  ftate 
wherein  the  forage  is  required,  or  to  fome  perfon  or  perfons  properly 
authorized  by  them  for  that  purpofe,  for  their  interpofition  and  affift- 
ance  in  procuring  the  neceffary  fupplies  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  ftates,  wherein 
the  army  or  any  detachment  or  part  thereof  now  is,  or  hereafter  fliall 
be,  to  take  fuch  meafures,  in  aid  of  the  forage-mafters,  who  Ihall  firft 
ufe  every  endeavour  to  purchafe  the  fame,  for  the  procuring  fufficient 
quantities  of  forage,  at  reafonable  rates,  as  fliall,  in  their  opinion,  be 
effeftual,  and  moft  likely  to  procure  a  fpeedy  fupply. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  on  a  letter  of  Oft.  SOth, 
from  major-general  Schuyler,  on  the  fubjeft  of  clothing  in  the  ftore  at 
Fort-Schuyler,  direfted  to  be  fold  to  the  friendly  nations  of  Indians  in 
the  vicinity  thereof  :   Vv^hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clothing  now  in  ftore  at  Fort-Schuyler,  purcha- 
fed for  account  of  the  United  States,  be  either  fold  for  fuch  reafonable 
prices  as  fliall  be  deemed  fatisfaftory  to  the  Indians,  or  diftributed  gra- 
tis among  fuch  of  them  as  are  and  have  been  faithful  and  fteady  in 
their  attachment  to  thefe  ft.ates,  in  fuch  proportion  and  in  fuch  manner 
as  Ihall  be  thought  proper  by  the  commiffioners  of  Indian  afialrs  in  the 
northern-department : 
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That  the  commiflioners  be  diieded  to  inform  the  Oneidas,  our 
friends  and  allies,  that  Congrefs,ever  mindful  of  their  neceffities,  have 
ordered  from  France,  a  confiderable  time  ago,  and,  are  in  expeftatioii 
of  the  fpeedy  arrival  of,  a  large  afTortment  of  Indian  goods,  fuitable 
for  and  adequate  to  the  fupply  of  their  wants :  and  that  due  notice  will 
be  given  of  the  arrival  of  thefe  goods,  and  proper  places  appointed  for 
the  difpofal  of  them  on  reafonable  terms  to  our  brethern  of  the  friendly 
nations  : 

That,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  expected  that  they  will  continue  to 
bear,  with  us,  Avith  their  accuflomed  fortitude  and  patience,  the  evils 
of  this  unjuR  war  on  the  part  of  Britain,  as  they  will  enjoy  with  us  all 
the  benefits  of  that  peace  and  fecurity  which  will  fpeedily  be  the  refult 
of  our  virtuous  and  fuccefsful  endeavours. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  fundry  letters  and  papers  from 
brigadier  M'TntoOi,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  re-committed. 

A  letter,  of  Od.  7th,  from  col.  G.  Morgan,  was  read,  relative  to  da- 
maged provifions  in  the  magazine  at  Fort-Pitt  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fomc 
time  the  preiident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  propofitions  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resohvedt  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propolitions  referred 
to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  December   1,    177S. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  N.  Jerfey,  produced  a  letter  dated 
Nov.  6th,  directed  to  him  from  John  Hart,  chairman  of  a  meeting  of 
the  council  and  general  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  held  for 
the  eleftion  of  delegates,  informing  him,  that  he  the  faid  Nathaniel 
Scudder,  together  v/ith  the  hon.  Dr.  John  Withe rfpoon,  John  Fell, 
John  Neilfon,  and  Frederick  Frelinghuyfen,  Efqrs;  were  on  that  day 
decided  delegates  to  reprefent  that  (late  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  1  1th,  from  Elilha  Sheldon,  col.  Samuel  Blackden, 
lieutenant-colonel,  Benjamin  Talmad,  major,  and  Jofiah  Stoddard,  cap- 
tain, of  the  fecond  regiment  of  light-dragoons,  was  read,  reprefenting, 
that  lieutenant  John  Simonet  de  Valcour  has  ferved  with  reputation 
in  the  2d  regiment  of  cavalry  fmce  its  firft  eflablilhment :  that  the  rup- 
ture between  France  and  England  beginning  to  grow  ferious  and  inter- 
efling,  lieutenant  Simonet  is  defirousof  rejoining  the  army  of  his  moil 
Chriftian  majefty,  and  therefore  requefting  'that  Congrefs  v.'ould  pro- 
mote lieutenant  Simonet  to  a  captaincy  in  the  cavalry,  on  condition 
of  his  leaving  his  prefent  fervicc,  as  an  honorary  compenfation  of  his 
attaclmient  and  fidelity,  v/ith  a  faving  to  all  his  prefent  fenior  officers 
their  fuperiority  of  rank  and  command  :   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  John  Simonet  de  Valcour  be  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  captain  by  brevet,  on  the  condition  and  with  the  faving 
in  the  above  letter. 


DECEMBER   1778.  495 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  25th,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaiki,  was  read,  en- 
clofing  the  commiflion  of  count  Julius  de  Montfort,  major  in  brigadier 
count  Pulafki's  corps  of  horfe  and  foot,  called  the  legion,  and  inform- 
ing that  he  has  giving  him  leave  to  quit  the  legion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflion  of  count  Montfort  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  25th,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  refpefting  clothing 
for  the  N.  Jerfey  troops,  and  one  of  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  from 
G.  Morgan,  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  refpecting  lands  purchafed  of  the 
Indians  on  the  weft-fide  of  the  Ohio,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  28th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed 
to  pay  an  immediate  and  particular  attention  to  the  matter  referred  to 
in  the  letter,  that  the  fame  may   be  carried  into  effeft  without  delay. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  29th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  be  fent  to  gen.  Wafliington, 
9.nd  that  he  be  defired  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  28th,  from  col.  G.  Morgan,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  board  o^  war  of 
the  14th  of  Auguft  laft,  wherein  the  board  lets  forth, 

That  col.  George  Morgan,  purchafing-commiffary  for  the  wcftern- 
departmentjhas  reprefented  to  the  board  the  neceffity  of  preparing-  im- 
mediately for  the  laying  up  fuch  magazines  of  provifions  as  fliall  be 
fufficient  for  the  troops  maintained  for  the  defence  of  the  weftern-fron- 
tiers  :  that  for  the  fupply  of  1300  men  for  ten  months,  617,500  lb.  of 
flour,  a  like  quantity  of  frefli  beef,  or  494,000  lb.  of  pork,  will  be  ne- 
celTary ;  the  coft  of  which,  with  1500  gallons  of  v/hiikey,  will  amount 
to  204,000  dollars  :  thaton  account  of  the  hoftile  Indians  to  the  weft- 
ward  and  the  northern  tribes,  particularly  the  Senecas,  thenumber  of 
men  above  ftated  v/ill  be  neceffary,  including  150  for  garrifoning  Fort- 
Randolph  :  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  col.  George  Morgan,- commiiTary  of  provifions  for 
the  weftern-diftrift,  be  furnifl^ed  with  204,000  dollars,  to  enable  him 
to  form  magazines  of  provifions  for  ths  ufe  of  that  department  the  year 
enfuing. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  30th,  from  S.  Deaue,  Efq;  was  rea<l  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  after  to-morrow  Congrefs  will  meet  two  hours  at 
leaft  each  evening,  beginning  at  fix  o'clock,  Saturday  evening  excep- 
ted,until  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  foreign  affairs  ftiall  be  fully  confidered. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
forae  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  propo- 
litions  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  de- 
fire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  in- 
to a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  re- 
ferred to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JVEDNESDAr,  Dejeember  2,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  Nov.  2Sth,  from  J.  Baynton,  pay-mafter  to  the  troops 
«n  the  weftern-frontiers,  was  read  ' 


y" 
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Ordered)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Ocl.  27th,  and  one  of  Nov.  6th,  from  M.  Weare,  pre- 
fident  of  the  council  of  N.  Hampfiiire,  were  read,  the  latter  enclofing 
the  depofitions  of  Samuel  Davis  and  Ephraim  Whitney,  refpedting  a 
quantity  of  continental  money  faid  to  be  burned  ;  alfo  a  memorial  of 
John  Hagerman  and  Matthew  Hollenbach,  refpecling  fums  of  conti- 
nental money  faid  to  be  loft  and  burned  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  prefident  Weare,  with  the  de- 
pofitions enclofed,  and  the  memorial  of  John  Hagerman  and  Mr. 
.  Hollenbach,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  that  the  board 
report  fpecially  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  du  Portail,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  26th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  refpedling  Mr.  John 
Dodge,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  notification  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
refpefting  the  authentication  of  papers,  was  read  . 

A  letter,  of  July  16th,  from  the  hon.  A.  Lee,  to  the  committee  of 
foreign  affairs,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

A  memorial  from  baron  Thulier  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  marquis  de  Britigny  and  baron  Thulier,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  25th,  from  count  Pulaiki,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration 
the  propofitions  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion, 
defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  in^ 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  refer- 
red to  them. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  marine-commit-> 
tee  refpedling  captain  Barry,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

CoHgrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  letter  from  major-general  Heath,  and  the  papers  enclofed  relative 
to  enfign  John  Brown,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  proceedings  of  the  court-mar^ 
tial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  and  a  motion  was  made, 

That  the  fentence  of  the  general  court-martial  upon  major-general 
ee  be  carried  into  execution  : 

On  a  queftion  to  poftpone  tlie  confideration  of  that  motion, 
I'he  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


DECEMBER   1778. 


497 


Neiv-Hampshire^         Mr.    Whipple^ 
Massachusetts-Bajf    Mr.  S.  AdamSf 
Mr.  L  oil  ell, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork, 


Nevj-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


>  divided. 


Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellstvorth, 

Mr.  Diunie, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr,  Pflca,  fl);'! 

Mr.  Carmichael,        ^Jf-^y 

Mr.  Henry,  ay  j 

Mr.  i'.  L.  Lee,  fly  ^  * 

Mr.  Penn,  no'\ 

Mr.  Harnett,  ay  S-na 

Mr.  Williams,  no  j 

Mr.  Laurens,  jjo"! 

Mr.  Drayton,  no  Kno 

Mr.  Lhitson,  ay j 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

After  further  debate, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-n)orr.ow. 

TiiURSDAi',  December  3,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  19th,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclofing  a  lift 
of  the  convention  troops,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  27th,  from  gen.  Wafiilngton,  was  read  : 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  20th,  and  a  memorial  from  brigadier  la  Neuvllle, 
■were  read : 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  23d,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  enclofing  a  letter  to 
him  from  J.  Bowdoin,  at  Bofton  ;  one  of  Nov.  29th,  from  gov.  Living- 
fton,  of  N.  Jerfey  ;  one  of  Nov.  3d,  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  ;  and  one  of  Nov.  16th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut ;  all 
brought  by  and  refpecling  John  Temple  ;  were  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  returns  of  the  bri- 
gadiers and  regiments  compoiing  the  brigades  in  the  fervice  of  the 
United  States,  lent  in  another  return,  amended  and  explained. 

Six  o^clock,   p.   il/. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court- 
martial,  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Schuyler;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  fentence  of  the  general  court-martial  acquitting 
major-general  Schuyler,  with  the  higheft  honor,  of  the  charges  exhi- 
bited againfl  him,  be,  and  hereby  is  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  faid  court-martial  be  publiflied. 
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Ordered.,  That  the  above  refolutlon  be^tranfmitted  to  the  comman- 
der in  chief. 

Ordered,  That  the  cenfideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  St.  Clair  be  poflponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  15th,  from  admiral  Gambier,  with 
the  anfwer  thereto,  be  publiflied. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  December  4,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  major  Au^-,  des  Eplniers,  was  read,  re- 
quefting  leave  of  abfence  for  a  few  months,  on  account  of  private  bu- 
fmefs,  which  requires  his  return  to  France  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  have  leave  of  abfence  for 
fix  months. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideratlon  of  the  letter  from  brigadier  de 
la  Neuville  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  be  given  by  the  prefident  to  Monf.  de  la 
Neuville  in  the  v/ords  following  : 

Mr.  de  ia  Neuville  having  ferved  with  fidelity  and  reputation  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  in  teftimony  of  his  merit,  a  brevet  commif- 
fion  of  brigadier  has  been  granted  to  him  by  Congrefs,  and,  on  his  re- 
queft,  he  is  permitted  to  leave  the  fervice  of  thefe  Rates  and  to  re- 
turn to  France. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome 
time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  their  further  conuderatlon  the  propofi- 
tions  referred  to  them,  and  made  fome  progrefs,  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resohed,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  referred 
to  them. 

Resolved,  That  lieut.  Henry  P.  Livingfton  be  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  capt.  in  the  corps  of  gen.  Waihington's  guards,  in  the  room  of  capt. 
Gibbs,  lately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  31. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  gene- 
ral court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  and  the  motion 
made  thereon  :  when  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  the  determina- 
tion thereof  was  put  off  by  the  flate  of  Georgia  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  co  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SAfuRDAT,  December  5,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Connolly,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,   That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  5d,  from  capt.  Cofmo  Medici,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiflioners  of  claims  at  the 
board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  23d,  from  brigadier  count  Piilalki,  was  read,  to- 
gether with  a  memorial  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  the  Minifinks,  ref- 
pe£ling  the  difficulty  of  procuring  forage  for  the  horfes  of  the  legion  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  war. 
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A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  m^jor-gcneral  lord  Stirling-,  vvas  read-: 
A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read  : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 
A  letter,  of  Nov.  loth,  from  the  council  of  Mafl'achuletts-Bay,  AVas 
read,  refpedling  the  eaftern  Indians  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  council  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  and  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  Congrefs  that  they  com- 
ply with  the  requeft  of  the  Indians  in  fending  them  a  prieft. 

Mr.  Fell,  a  delegate  fromN.  Jerley,  attended,  and  produced  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  which  were  read  as  follows: 
*^  Nerj-Jersey^  November  1778. 

The  council  and  aiTembly  met  at  Trenton,  and  in  joint  meeting  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  live  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Con- 
grefs, and  the  votes  being  taken,  the  hon.  John  Witherfpoon,  Natha- 
niel Scudder,  Frederick  Frelinghuyfen,  John  Fell  and  John  Neilfon, 
Efqrs;  were  duly  elefted  : 

Resolved  tbereforey  That  the  faid  John  Witherfpoon,  Nathaniel  Scud- 
der, Frederick  Frelinghuyfen,  John  Fell  and  John  Neilfon,  Efqrs;  or 
any  Iv/o  or  more  of  them,  be  empowered  to  reprefent  ajid  vote  in  behalf 
of  this  ftate  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  North-America, 
from  the  firft  day  of  Dec.  next,  until  the  firft  day  of  Dec.  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  unlefs  a  new 
appointment  fliall  fooner  take  place.  It  is  neverthelel's  expelled  that 
three  of  the  delegates  do  conftantly  attend  in  Congrefs,  unlefs  preven- 
ted by  fickneis  or  other  accident. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  minutes  of  the  joint  meeting  : 

Bov/Es   Reed,  Secretary." 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  29th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read  : 

Ordered.,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  prefident,  at  the  requeft  of  the  minifter  of  France,  laid  before 
Congrefs  an  addrefs  of  count  d'Eftaing  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant  John  Carter,  was  read,  inform- 
ing, that  he  conliders  other  officers  much  injured  by  his  fingular  pro- 
motion, and  that  under  thofe  circumftances  he  imagines  that  he  can- 
not continue  in  the  fervice  confiftent  with  the  principles  of  honor,  and 
therefore  defning  leave  to  refign  his  commifiion  : 

Resolved,  That  he  have  leave  to  refign,  and  that  his  refignation  be 
accepted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Nov.  1 1th,  from 
gen.  Wafhington,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  S.  Deane,  Efq;  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  Monday  evening  be  affigned  for  hearing  Mr.  Deane, 
and  that  he  be  notified  to  attend. 

A  letter,  of  Aug.  21ft,  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  at  PafTy,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gov.  Livingfton,  of  N.  Jerfey,  was  read, 
covering-  a  letter  from  the  Dutch  Syaod  of  N.  York  and  N.  Jerfey, 
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to  the  Clafiis  of  Amfterdam,  which  the  laid  Synod  defire  leave  to  for- 
ward : 

Ordered.,  That  the  letter  from  the  Synod  of  New-York  and  New- 
Jerfey  be  forwarded  by  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  regimen- 
tal-furgeons  and  affiftants,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical-committee,  who  arc 
diredted  to  take  into  confideratiort  the  cafe  of  the  hofpital  as  well  as 
regimental-furgeons,  and  report  thereon. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  for  raifing  the  corps  to  be  called  the  Ger- 
man Volunteers,  be  for  the  prefent  laid  afide  : 

That  captains  Fuhrer  and  Kleinfmit  be  informed,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  employ  them  at  this  time,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of 
Congrefs,  expreffed  in  their  former  refolution  on  this  fubjedl :  that 
they  fettle  their  accounts  with  the  auditors  at  Philadelphia,  and  be  al- 
lowed a  month's  pay  and  fubhftence  each  beyond  what  is  now  due  to 
them,  in  confideration  of  any  extraordinary  expenfe  they  may  have 
incurred  in  equipping  themfclves  as  intended  officers  of  the  corps  of 
German  Volunteers. 

The  board  of  war  being  applied  to  by  captain  Medici,  of  the  N. 
Carolina  dragoons,  for  direftions  for  his  future  government,  beg  leave 
to  ftate  the  cafe  of  the  faid  troops  ; 

That,  from  an  impradlicability  to  provide  for  them,  they  have  been 
hitherto  unemployed  in  the  field,  except  about  40  who  were  lately 
completely  fitted  and  fent  to  brigadier  M'lntofli  ui>der  capt.  Alhe,  in 
expeftation  that  the  men  whofe  times  of  fervice  were  near  expiring, 
would  agree  to  flay  two  months  beyond  their  time  ;  but  on  or  foon 
after  their  arrival  at  Fort-Pitt,  their  times  being  expired,  all  but  14 
quitted  the  fervice  and  went  home  :  that  capt.  Medici  having  been 
fent  about  18  months  ago  to  Carolina,  to  purchafe  horfes,  fent  on  a 
few  in  June  lafl  ;  that  being  diredted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  fet- 
tle his  accounts,  he  is  arrived,  and  informs,  that  by  order  of  col.  Bland 
he  recruited  SO  men  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war, 
and  gave  them  orders  to  meet  him  at  Halifax  the  beginning  of  this 
month:  that  he  has  eleven  men  at  Philadelphia:  that  the  whole  of 
the  faid  men  are  unprovided  with  clothing  and  accoutrements,  except 
fome  may  have  been  provided  at  Halifax  by  order  of  capt.  Medici, 
and  have  but  few  horfes  : 

That,  from  their  not  being  annexed  to  any  corps,  they  cannot,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  board,  be  of  much  utility  to  the  ftates,  unlefs  they 
can  be  employed  to  the  fouthward  under  major-general  Lincoln,  and 
then  much  expenfe  will  accrue  in  fitting  them  for  the  field  :  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  as  the  United  States  have  no  farther  occalion  for 
the  fervice  of  the  troops  of  light-dragoons  railed  by  and,  when  taken 
ill  continental  pay,  in  the  particular  fervice  of  the  flate  of  N.  Caro- 
lina, the  faid  troops  be  paid  up  to  the  1ft  day  of  Jan.  and  that  after 
that  day,  they  be  no  longer  confidered  in  the  pay  of  the  continent  ; 
and  that  they  be  returned  to  the  government  of  the  faid  ftate,  to  be 
retained  in  the  pay  thereof  or  difcharged  as  they  flTall  deem  proper. 
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Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fettle  and  pay  the  accounts  of  the 
faid  dragoons. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fupply  the  faid  troops  with  fuch 
clothing  as  may  be  due  to  them. 

Gongrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  proportions  re- 
ferred to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to 
fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  on  Monday,  at  one  o'clock,  Gongrefs  be  refolved 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propolitions  re- 
ferred to  them. 

The  determination  of  the  motion,  Avhich  was  yefterday  poftponed  by 
a  ftate,  was  called  for,  and  on  the  queflion, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Nenv-Hampshire,         Mr.   Whipple,  nol    ,.   .,   , 

Mr.  Frost,  ayS 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.  S.  Adams,  no^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  >  7io 

Mr.   Holt  en,  ay) 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Collins,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  ay\ 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  ayS  '^■^ 

Netv-Jersey,  Mr.    Scudder,  ay  ? 

Mr.   Fell,  excused,  3 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searle,  ay  ^ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carmichael,        no}    ,.   .,    , 

Tv/r       tr  c  divided. 

Mr.   Henry,  ay  ^ 

Virginia^  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  no 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay'^ 

Mr.  Harnett,  no\-ay 

Mr.  Williams,  ay  J 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  lyS 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no  '^no 

So  it  was  refolved,  that  the  fentence  of  the  general  court-martial 
upon  major-general  Lee,  be  carried  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  of  Gongrefs  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
general  court-martial  on  the  trials  of  major-general  Schuyler  and  ma- 
jor-general Lee  be  publilhed. 

A  letter  from  J.  Reed,  prefident  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board 
take  order  on  fuch  part  thereof  as  relates  to  the  guards  of  the  conven- 
tion troops,  and  report  on  the  remainder. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  December  7,    1778. 
Mr.  Jay,  a  delegate  for  the  flate  of  N.  York,    attended,  and   pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows  : 
Vol.  IV.  S3 
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"  The  people  of  the  State  of  Nenv-Tork,  by  the  grace  of  God  free  and  in- 
dependent, to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come^  send  greeting. 
"  Whereas  our  fenate  and  affembly  of  our  faid  ftate  did,  by  their  con- 
current refolutions  of  the  21ft  day  of  Odober  laft,  declare  that  a  fpe- 
cial  occafion  did  then  exift  in  which  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the 
fupreme  court  might  be  eledled  delegates  to  the  general  Gongrefs,  and 
that  of  the  chancellor  and  judges  one  fhould  be  elected  a  delegate  on 
fuch  fpecial  occafion  ;  and  alfo  by  concurrent  refolutions  of  the  4th 
day  of  this  inft.  month  of  Nov.  did  refolve  to  proceed  feverally  to  no- 
minate in  the  mode  prefcribed  in  and  by  the  30th  article  of  the  conlti- 
tution  of  this  ftate,  of  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court, 
one  as  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  our  ftate  in  the  Gongrefs  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  on  fuch  fpecial  occafion,  to  continue  in  of- 
fice until  the  firft  day  of  March  next,  and  did  thereupon  proceed  to 
the  faid  nomination,  and  did  nominate  and  appoint,  in  the  mode  pre- 
fcribed by  the  faid  article,  John  Jay,  Efq;  our  chief  juftice  of  our  fu- 
preme court  of  judicature,  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  our  ftate  in  the 
Gongrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  prefent  fpecial  oc- 
cafion :  now  therefore  know  ye,  that,  in  purfuance  of  fuch  nomination 
and  appointment,  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  commiflionate  the  faid 
John  jay,  Elq;  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  our  ftate  in  the  Gongrefs  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  prefent  fpecial  occafion  ;  and  do 
hereby  authorize  him  to  hold  and  exercife  all  the  pov/ers  and  authori- 
ties to  the  office  or  place  of  delegate  belonging,  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
conftitution  and  the  nomination  and  appointment  aforefaid  ;  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  faid  office  or  place  of  delegate  upon  the  prefent  fpe- 
cial occafion,  unto  the  faid  John  Jay,  Efq;  for  and  during  and  until  the 
firft  day  of  March  next,  and  no  longer.  In  teftimony  whereof  v/e  have 
caufed  thef»  our  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  great  feal  of  this 
our  ftate  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witnefs  ourtrufty  and  v>'ell-beloved 
George  Glinton,  Efq;  our  governor  of  our  faid  ftate  of  New- York,  ge- 
neral and  commander  in  chief  of  all  our  militia,  and  admiral  of  the 
navy  of  the  fame,  this  tenth  day  of  Nov.  in  the  third  year  of  our  inde- 
pendence, and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-cight. 

Signed,  George  Glinton, 

With  the  great  feal  appendant,  and  endorfed. 
Faffed  the  fecretary's  office,  by  the  fpecial  command  in  writing  of  his 
excellency  the  governor,  this  15th  of  November,  1778. 

John  Morin  Scott,  Secretary  of  the  State." 

The  prefident  informed  Gongrefs,  that  on  Saturday  laft  he  received 
two  letters  from  the  hon.  R.  Izard  :  that,  like  the  former,  thefe  letters 
contain  matters  of  public  and  private  nature  ;  but  as  the  houfe  have 
determined  not  to  receive  extracts  of  letters,  he  fubmitted  them  entire, 
being  perfuaded  that  it  is  Mr.  Izard's  defire  that  all  public  mat- 
ters fliould  be  communicated  to  them  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  be  received. 

The  letters  were  accordingly  received  and  read,  viz.  one  of  July 
25th,  and  the  other  of  Sept.  12th,  1778,  both  dated  at  Paris,  and  en* 
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clofing,  No.  1.  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  abbe  Nicoli  to  Mr.  Izard, 
dated  July  38th,  1778  ;  No.  2.  Mr.  Izard's  anfwer,  Paris,  Sept.  1778  ; 
No.  3.  Mr.  Izard's  letter  to  the  plenipotentiaries  at  the  court  of  France, 
Paris,  AugLifl  25th;  No.  4.  the  plenipotentiaries  anfwer,  Auguft 25th 
and  27th  ;  No.  5.  copy  of  Mr,  Izard's  letter  to  count  de  Vergcnnes, 
■Sept.  2d,  1778. 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  G.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Jay. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
■was  read,  defirlng  to  know  the  opinion  of  Congrefs  refpefting  his  of- 
fering a  premium  to  owners  of  privateers  that  fliall  intercept  mafts  and 
.fpars  belonging  to  the  enemy,  coming  from  Halifax  to  New- York  or 
"Rhode-IQand  : 

Ordered.^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th  of  July  laft,  from  R.  Izard,  at  Paris  ;  one  of 
Auguft  20th,  from  John  Bonfield,  at  Bordeaux,  and  one  of  Auguft 
14th,  from  J.  Adams,  at  Paris  ;  were  laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs,  and  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  23d,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read  : 
•    Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  fent  to  general  Wafliington. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  general  Waflilngton,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  of  Frederick  Vernor,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  6th,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  New-York  ;  one  of  the 
4th  inft.  from  major-general  lord  Stirling;  and  one  of  the  5th,  from 
R.  H.  Harrifon,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnifli  his  excellency  the  prefident 
of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  with  an  abftraft  of  the  laft  general  return, 
of  the  army,  fo  far  as  regards  the  troops  of  that  ftate. 

On  motion,  Resohed,  That  the  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee,  be  fummoned  to 
attend  in  Congrefs  at  half  after  fix  o'clock  this  evening,  to  give  tefti- 
mony  relative  to  the  charge  againft  brigadier  W.  Thompfon. 

Ordered,  That  brigadier  W.  Thompfon  attend  Congrefs  on  Mon- 
day the  21ft  inftant. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  capt. 
Baldefqul,  pay-mafter  to  brigadier  count  Pulaiki's  legion,  for  10,000 
dollars,  to  enable  him  to  difcharge  fundry  accounts  due  from  the  faid 
corps;  brigadier  count  Pulafl'^i  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  IfTiie  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sherman,  one 
of  the  delegates  of  Conneaicut,  for  1000  dollars  ;  for  which  the  faid 
ftate  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iiTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  E.  Lang- 
worthy,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Georgia,  for  1500  dollars  ; 
for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable  : 
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That,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  war- 
rant iffue  on  the  treafurerin  favourof  Jofliua  MefTereau,  commiffary  of 
prifoners  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  for  40G0  dollars,  to  be 
charged  to  Elias  Boudinot,  Efq;  late  commifTary-general  of  prifoners, 
agreeably  to  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  November  laft  : 

That,  upon  application  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  another 
warrant  iflue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  faid  Jofhua  MefTereau, 
for  1697||-  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  John  Beatty,  Efq;  commifTary- 
general  of  prifoners,  agreeably  to  his  letter  of  the  4th  inflant. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Edward  Fox,  for  his  pay  as  clerk  to  the  board 
of  treafury,  from  the  18th  of  May  to  the  17th  of  November,  1778, 
inclufive,  and  for  fundry  expenfes  and  contingencies,  756  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  G.  Reinhold,  for  blank-books  for  the  ufe  of 
Congrefs,  44||-  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  flats 
of  New-Jerfey,  on  the  libel  "Griffin  againft  the  floop  George,"  was 
lodged  vvith  the  fecretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Six  o'clock.)  P.   31. 

Colonel  Grayfon  was  nominated  by  Mr.  G.  Morris  as  one  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  in  the  room  of  colo- 
nel R.  H.  Harrifon,  who  has  declined  that  office. 

According  to  order,  the  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee  attended,  and  having 
given  his  evidence  refpefting  the  charge  againft  brigadier  W.  Thomp- 
fon,  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  withdrew. 

Resolved,  That  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  report  to  Congrefs  in  writing,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  his  agency  of  their  affairs  in  Europe,  together  with 
any  intelligence  refpefting  their  foreign  affairs  which  he  may  judge 
proper  : 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  if  he  hath  any  thing  to  commu- 
nicate to  Congrefs  in  the  interim,  of  immediate  importance,  he  fliall  be 
heard  to-morrow  evening,  at  fix  o'clock. 

Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  the  foregoing  refolutions 
read  to  him. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  December  8,  1778. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Fell  and  Mr.  Searlc. 
A  letter,  of  Nov.  28th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 
A  letter,  from  colonel  Armand,  marquis  de  Rouerie,  was  read,  enclo- 

fuig  fundry  letters  and  teftimonials  in  his  favour  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  19th,  from  prefident  Wears,  of  New-Hamp- 

iliire,  in  favour  of  John  Temple,  was  read  : 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Resohedj  That  fcolonel  Grayfon  be,  and  he  is  appointed  one  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  in  the  room  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel R.  H.  Harrilbn. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence  being  recommended  by  the  committee  on 
the.treafury  to  be  a  manager  of  the  United  States  lottery. 

Resolved,  That  he  be,  and  is  appointed  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
United  States  lottery. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  I'undry  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia, refpecling  goods  taken  under  the  authority  of  Congrefs,  for 
the  public  fervice,  immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  that  city  by  the 
enemy,  and  other  papers  relative  to  the  faid  goods,  were  referred, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

An  account  of  Edward  M'Fedging,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  of  claims  at  the 
treafury. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the-  whole,  and  after  fome 
time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  propofitions  re- 
ferred to  them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave 
to  fit  again : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  propofitions  referred 
to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-«M»®«M»- 

Wednbsdat,  December  9,    1778- 

Congrefs  being  met,  the  prefident  took  the  chair,  but  before  any 
bufinefs  was  entered  on  he  arofe,  and  having  affigned  fundry  reafons 
why  he  could  not  continue  longer  to  execute  the  office  of  prefident, 
he  refigned  and  immediately  quitted  the  chair  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  the  eleclion  of  a  prefident. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TnuRSDAr,  December   10,    1778. 

According  to  order,  the  houfe  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  a  ■pre\i~ 
«lent,  and,  the  ballots  being  taken. 

The  hon.  John  Jay,  Efq;  v/as  defied. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  brigadier  count  Pulafki,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  fettlement  of  his 
accounts,  be  referred  to  the  auditors  of  accounts,  at  the  treafury;  and 
that  the  remainder  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  J.  Connolly  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Jacobus  Wincoop,  commander  of  the  vef- 
fcls  on  the  Lakes,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  50,000  dollars,  being  advanced  on 
their  application  to  Congrefs,  the  24th  ult,  for  which  they  are  to  be 
accountable  : 
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That  a  warrant  Hfue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  marine-com- 
mittee, for  10,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  a  bill  drawn  on  them 
by  the  navy-board  in  the  eaftern-dlilrict,  in  favour  of  John  Langdon, 
Efq;  dated  3  I  ft  of  Oclober  laft,  for  the  above  fum  ;  for  which  the  faid 
committee  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  John  Lavv'rcnce,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  for  1225  dollars, 
in  favour  of  James  Stevenfon,  Efq;  commiirioner  of  accounts  in  the 
eaftern-diftrict,  being  for  his  pay  to  the  4th  of  January  next  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Connecticut,  for  1738  dollars,  in 
favour  of  Samuel  Downe,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  accounts  in  the  eaftern- 
diftrict,  being  for  his  pay  to  the  4th  of  January  next  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  faid  John  Lawrence,  Efq;  for  1  670  dol- 
lars, in  favour  of  Mofes  Emmerfon,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  accounts  in 
the  eaftern-diftrict,  being  for  his  pay  to  the  4th  of  January  next  : 

That  a  warrant  iflue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Fleury,  for  1083  dollars,  in  full  of  his  pay  before  he  joined  the 
army,  and  of  all  other  charges  made  in  the  account  exhibited  by  him  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Sher- 
man, a  delegate  of  the  ftat^  of  Connecticut,  for  166|5.  dollars  ;  for 
which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  12  months  pay  allowed  to  fupernumerary  officers 
of  the  army,  by  the  refolution  of  the  24th  of  November  laft,  be  made 
up  in  the  pay-rolls  of  the  regimental  pay-mafters,  and  drawn  from  them 
by  the  faid  officers  refpeftively. 

In  confequence  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  at 
the  treafury,  the  auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  lieutenant  Ephraim  Pennington's  company  of 
militia,  raifed  at  York-town,  Pennfylvania,  for  guarding  the  public  of- 
fices to  Philadelphia,  he.  their  pay  for  part  of  June,  July  and  Auguft, 
1778,  with  fubfiftence  for  the  officers,  637  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Paul  Fooks,  his  pay  as  interpreter  of  languages, 
from  the  2d  of  June  to  the  firftof  Deo.   1778,  inclufive,  600  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Fulton,  for  31,250  ffieets  of  paper,  for 
loan-office  certificates,  3  1 62|^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Peter  Shentz,  for  freight  of  provinons  and 
nsceffaries  from  Monmouth  county,  in  N.  Jerfey,  to  N.  York,  for  the 
ufe  of  American  prifoners  there,  between  April  1777,  and  July  1778, 
321 II  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Ifaac  Craig,  for  his  fubfiftence  when  at- 
tending the  labaratory  at  Carlifte,  by  order  of  brigadier  Knox,  from 
March  1ft  to  July   13th,  1778,  408  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Francis  Prodtor,  for  fubfiftence  on  the 
fame  command,  from  March  1ft  to  June  14th,  1778,  315  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Town,  for  printing  3000  copies  of 
an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  dated  Dec.  10th, 
1776,  32  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Edv/ard  M'Fedging,  his  pay  as  a  private  in  col. 
Richardfon's  battalion  of  Maryland  flying-camp,  from  Auguft  2d, 
1776,  to  May  19th,  1777,  a  great  part  of  which  time  he  was  prifoner 
with  the  enemy,  64||  dollars  : 


^     ,  DECEMBER   1778.  507 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  v/as  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  major  Nicholas  Rogers,  who  came  from  France 
■with  Mr.  du  Coudray,  has  ferved  as  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  de 
Kalb,  and  has  obtained  honourable  teftimonies  of  his  conduct,  but 
froiii  the  fituation  of  his  private  affairs,  is  obliged  to  leave  the  army, 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  as  a  reward 
for  his  fervices. 

Resolved,  That  count  Kolkauikl  have  the  rank  of  captain  in  gen. 
PulafKi's  legion,  with  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant,  in  which  latter  capacity 
he  is  willing  to  do  duty  in  the  corps. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Frederick  Bedaulx  be  appointed  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  legion  commanded  by  gen.  Pulafki,  agreeably  to 
the  recommendation  of  general  count  Pulafki. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from 
the  hon.  mlnifler  plenipotentiary  of  France,  brought  in  a  report ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prelident  be  dlred.ed  to  inform  the  minlfter  of 
France,  that  Congrefs  highly  approve  his  wife  attention  to  the  depri- 
ving the  common  enemy  of  tb.c  naval-ftores  they  ftand  in  need  of,  by 
giving  a  premium  to  privateers  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  his  me- 
morial. 

Resolved,  That  fuch  continental  vefTels  of  war  as  fliall  capture  any 
of  the  enemy's  velTels,  laden  vv'ith  mafls  or  any  other  naval-ftores,  bound 
from  any  part  of  Nova-Scotia  to  R.  Ifland  or  N.  York,  fliall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  whole  of  the  capture. 

Six  o'clock,   P.   31. 
Tliere  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  dates  to  proceed  to  bufmefs, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

-«sa^©>«saj» 

Friday,  December   11,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  27th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  favour 
of  the  chevalier  de  Soutivieaux  ;  another  of  the  fame  date,  in  favour 
of  Monf.  des  Inars  ;  and  a  third  of  the  fame  date,  in  favour  of  the 
chevalier  de  Treuffon  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Ofwald  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  board  of  war  reported  a  new  form  of  a  commifTion  to  ofEcers 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  Assembled, 
To 
We,  repofing  fpecial  trufl  and  confidence  in  your  patriotifm,  valour, 
conduct  and  fidelity,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  conlViiute  and  appoint  you 
to  be  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  you  are  there- 

fore carefully  and  diligently  "to  dlfcharge  the  duties  of 
by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging. 
And  we  do  ftriftly   charge  and  require  all  officers  and  foldiers  under 
your  command  to  be  obedient  to  your  orders  as  and 
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you  are  to  obferve  and  follow  fuch  orders  and  dire£lions,  from  time  to 
time,  as  you  fhall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  or  a  committee  of  Gongrefs  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  or  a 
committee  of  the  ftates,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  your  fuperior  officer,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war,  in  purfuance  of  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  you.  This  commifTion  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this 
or  a  future  Gongrefs,  the  committee  of  Gongrefs  before-mentioned,  or 
a.  committee  of  the  ftates. 

Dated  at  the  day  of 

17  and  in  the  year  of  our  indepen- 

dence. 

Witnefs  prefident  of  Gongrefs. 

Entered  in  the  war-office. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  memorial  of  colonel  Swoope, 
was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  the  memorial  of  col.  Swoope,  relative  to  his  demand 
for  payment  of  monies  due  for  a  number  of  arms  taken  by  the  enemy 
from  the  men  of  his  regiment  at  Fort-Wafliington,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

Gongrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refnmed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confideration 
the  proportions  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion, 
dcfire  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Gongrefs  be  refolved  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  farther  the  proportions  referred 
to  them. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  a  pro- 
per allowance  for  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  been  or  may  be  elefted 
prefidents  of  Gongrefs,  to  defray  the  expenfes  incidental  to  the  office  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Sundry  reports  from  the  board  of  war  v/ere  laid  on  the  table. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 
There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  ftates  to  proceed  to  bufinefs, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mcrrow. 

SAfURDAT,  December   12,    1778. 
A  letter,  of  Nov.  1 1th,  from  W.  Bingham,  at  Martinico,  was  read, 

enclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to  gov.  Burt,  and  the  governor's 

ftnfwer,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 
A  letter,  of  Sept.  1 1th,  from  J.  Adams,  at  Paffy,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 
A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  Ghriftopher  Hele,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Hele  be  releafed  from  his  confinement  in 

the  new-gaol,  and  that  the  marine-committee  be  direcled  to  take  his 

parole  in  the  ufual  form,  to  continue  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read. 
A  petition  and  reprefentation  from  Robert  Hardie  ;  a  petition  of 
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Elizabeth  Wright ;  a  petition  of  Mary  Werts  ;  and  a  memorial  of  the 
Rev.  Adam  Boyd  ;  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  of  Margaret  York,  and  a  memorial  of  capt.  Gad  Jones, 
were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  of  John  Gallard,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  proper  allowance  for  the  hon. 
gentlemen  who  have  been  or  may  be  elefted  prefidents  of  Congrefs, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  Avas  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memo- 
rials of  marquis  de  Britigny  and  baron  Thuliers,  was  re-committed, 
brought  in  a  report  : 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  afligned  for  taking  the  fame  into 
confideration. 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  propofitions  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  had  come  to  fundry  refolutions  thereon,  which  he 
was  ready  to  report  : 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  received. 

The  report  was  accordingly  received  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday 
next,  at  one  o'clock. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,  December    14,    1778. 

Mr.  W.  Hill  and  Mr.  Burke,  two  delegates  from  N.  Carolina,  at- 
tended, and  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  count  Pulafki,  and  one  of  Nov.  29th,  from 
brigadier  Varnum,  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  comiTiiffion,were  read; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  Samuel  Curfon,  was  read,  praying  for  a 
fettlement  of  his  accounts  and  difcharge  of  the  debt  due  to  him  by  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that 
they  fettle  Mr.  Curfon's  accounts  and  report  the  balance  due  thereon. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  ®f  France, 
enclofing  a  declaration,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  : 

Ordered,   That  the  declaration  be  tranflated  and  delivered  to  the  ^ 
marine-committee,  and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 

A  paper  of  information,  figned  Edward  Leger,  and  dated  Decem- 
ber 1 4th,  1778,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
his  excellency  the  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Ptnnfylvania,  and  to  take 
proper  meafures  for  deteiling  and  fecuring  perfons  of  fufpicious  cha- 
rafters  in  Philadelphia : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  of  information  be  referred  to  the  faid  com- 
mittee. 
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A  letter,  of  Nov.  14th,  from  gov.  Johnfton,  of  Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  H.  Lee,  was  read,  enclofing  a  letter 
of  Nov.  12th,  from  W.  Cabell,  withfundry  depofitions  relative  to  the 
purchafe  of  tobacco  by  Mr.  Carter  Braxton  and  Mr.  Gabriel  Penn. 

Resolved.^  That  a  new  committee  of  commerce  be  appointed,  to  con- 
fift  of  five  members  : 

That  any  three  of  the  members  be  empowered  to  tranfaft  bufinefs : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  clerks  and  book- 
keepers, and  that  they  take  charge  of  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
fecret-committee  and  the  late  committee  of  commerce  ;  and  that  they 
be  empowered  to  call  to  account  the  laid  committees,  and  all  other  per- 
fons  entrufted  with  public  monies  for  commercial  purpofes  ;  and  in  ge- 
neral to  conduct  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  United  States  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Searle  and  Mr.  Fell. 

Ordered.,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  the  papers  ac- 
companying it,  be  referred  to  the  faid  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered.,  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Ifaac  Melchior,  barrack- 
mafter-general,  50,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his  department,  and  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Jeremiah  Wadf- 
worth,  commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  for  2,000,000  of  dollars  : 

Another  warrant  in  his  favour  on  Thomas  Harvvood,  Efq;  commif- 
fioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  for 
200,000  dollars  ;  and  another  warrant  in  his  favour  on  Thomas  Smith, 
Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  for  200,000  dollars  ;  all  which  fums,  amounting  to  2,400,000 
dollars,  arc  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  commiffary-general's  department, 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  ifTue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John  Baynton, 
pay-mafter  in  the  weftern-diftrift,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved.,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury  and  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and 
date  as  the  emiffion  directed  on  the  26th  day  of  September,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  lafl;  number  in  each  denomination  progreffively,  and 
confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

45,455  bills  of  60  dollars  each  2,727,300 

45.455   do.  50  2,272,750 

45^455   do.  40  1,818,200 

45,455   do.  30  1,363,650 

45,455   do.  20  909,100 

45,455   do.  8  563,641 

45,455   do.  7  318,185 

45,455  do.  '  5  227,275 

10,000,100 
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In  confequencc  of  an  adjuftment  by  the  commlflloners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Henry  Antis  and  capt.  Stephen  Cham- 
bers, for  their  own  and  Mr.  MoiTet's  expenles  from  Northumberland 
county,  Pcnnfylvania,  to  Philadelphia  and  while  detained  in  this  city, 
having  been  fent  on  public  fervice  to  the  board  of  war,  1 5  3-|^  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Andrew  Paul,  for  his  pay  as  corporal  in  capt. 
James  Willing's  company  at  New-Ovleans,  up  to  Dec.  12th,  1778, 
and  for  his  expenfes  from  New-Orleans  to  Philadelphia,  with  difpatches 
to  Congrefs,  426|-|-  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev,  Mr.  Lotbinier,  his  pay  and  fubfiftence 
as  chaplain  to  col.  Jame  Livingfton's  regiment,  from  Nov.  llth,  to 
December  10th,  inclufive,  60  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  motion  being  made  for  clothes  for  the  battalion  of  N.  Carolina 
forces,  commanded  by  colonel  Hogan  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  j-e- 
port  fpeclally  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  December    15,    1778. 
Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Root,  two  delegates  from  Conneflicut,  atten- 
ded, and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  ftate,  which 
were  read  as  follows  : 

"  State  of  Connecticut, 
At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  State 
of    Connecticut,    holden  at   Hartford   by  anjournment,  on  the  2\st 
of  October,  Anno  Domini   1778. 

Refolved  by  this  aiTembly,  that  Roger  Sherman,  Titus  Hofmer, 
Eliphalet  Dyer,  Samuel  Huntington,  Oliver  Ellfvvorth,  Andrew 
Adams  and  Jeffe  Root,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  de- 
legates to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  the  year  enfuing,  the  1ft  day  of  Nov.  next,  not  lefs  than 
two  of  the  faid  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  and  not 
more  than  four  to  attend  at  a  time^  on  the  charge  of  this  ftate  ;  and 
the  faid  delegates  are  hereby  inverted  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
to  deliberate,  counfel  and  refolve  upon  all  matters  that  fliall  come  be- 
fore Congrefs,  agreeable  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  or  in  the 
manner  hitherto  ufed,  until  the  fame  fhall  be  completely  fettled,  and 
to  tranfmit  authentic  copies  of  their  refolutions,  from  time  to  time,  to 
this  affcmbly  :  and  the  delegates  appointed  laft  OvSlober,  are  hereby  de- 
fired  and  empowered  to  continue  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs, 
until  two  or  more  of  thofe  now  elefted  fliall  arrive  and  take  their  feats 
there.  A  true  copy  of  record  : 

George   Wyllys,  Secretary." 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  30th,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  read, 
(ignifying  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  comptroller,  provided  his  at- 
tendance can  be  dlfpenfed  with  till  fome  time  in  January  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
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A  petition  from  Mr.  Samuel  Inglis,  and  a  memorial  of  captain  Sut- 
ton, were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  John  Millar,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
draught  of  major-general  R.  Howe,  in  favour  of  Rawleigh  Down- 
man,  for  1000  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

An  affidavit  of  John  Kennon,  pay-mafter  to  the  6th  Virginia  regi- 
ment, Avas  read,  refpedling  money  loft  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  of  lieutenant  Calhone,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  direfted  to  the 
delegates  of  that  ftate,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon,- 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  6300  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  ad- 
vance 4000  dollars  to  col.  Hartley,  for  the  ufe  of  his  regiment,  and 
2300  dollars  to  captain  George  Rice,  who  is  building  the  barracks 
for  the  convention  troops  ;  the  faid  board  to  be  accountable. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  the 
hon.  Henry  Laurens,  Efq;  late  prefident,  for  his  condud  in  the  chair, 
and  in  the  execution  of  public  bufinefs. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 
There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  ftates  to  proceed  to  bufinefs, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  December   16,    1778. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  Francs, 
was  read,  refpedling  the  purchafe  of  rice  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  November  26th,  from  captain  Stoddard,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Armand,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Laurens,  was  read,  returning  his 
moft  grateful  thanks  for  the  refolution  ofyefterday  in  his  favour  : 

Ordered,  That  the  refolution  for  returning  thanks  to  the  hon.  H. 
Laurens,  Efq;  late  prefident,  together  Avith  his  letter  of  this  day,  be 
publiflied. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Sherman  have 
leave  of  abfence. 

Congrefs  topk  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  a  proper  allowance  for  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  have 
been  or  may  be  elected  prefidents  of  Congrefs,  to  defray  the  e-xpenfes 
incidental  to  the  office  :   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  reprefentatives  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Randolph,  de- 
ceafed,  the  hon.  Mr.  Middleton,  the  hon.  Mr.  Hancock,  and  the  hon. 
Mr.  Lauren?,  formerly  prefidents  of  Congrefs,  be  requeued  to  lay  be- 
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fore  the  board  of  treafiiry  accounts  of  their  expenditures  in  fupport  of 
their  houfeholds  while  they  refpeclively  exercifed  the  office  of  prefident, 
in  order  to  their  being  adjiifted  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  a  convenient  furniflied  dwelling-houfe  be  hired, 
and  a  table,  carriage  and  fervants  provided,  at  the  public  expenfe,  for 
the  prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  time  being  : 

That  the  committee  on  the  treafury  appoint  and  agree  with  a  ftew- 
ard,  who  fliall  have  the  fuperintendance  of  the  houfehold  of  the  preli- 
dent,  and  of  the  necefTary  expenditures,  and  be  accountable  for  fuch 
monies  as  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  be  advanced  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr. 
C.  Harnett,  one  of  the  delegates  of  N.  Carolina,  for  2000  dollars,  ad- 
vanced upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faidftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  J.  Williams, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  the  Itate  N.  Carolina,  for  1700  dollars,  ad- 
vanced on  his  application  ;  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  fundry  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  report  of  the  committee  refpecling  goods  taken  for  the  public  fer- 
vice,  immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  that  city. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  heretofore  paiTed,  relative  to  raifing 
10,000,000  of  dollars  by  taxes,  during  the  enfuing  year,  be  re-confi- 
dered,  and  that  that  fum  be  augmented  to  the  fum  of  15,000,000  of 
dollars. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necefTary  to  take  the  following  bills  out  of 
circulation,  viz.  the  whole  emiffions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and  April 
11th,  1778: 

On  the  quedion  to  agree  to  this  refolution, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.   Lov'ell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.   Ellery, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.   Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duans, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Sea.He, 
Mr.   M'Kcan, 


Nerj- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-Tork, 

Nciv-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 


«J 


■ay 


ay 
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Maryland,  Mr.   Henry,  ay  )>  * 

Virginia,  Mr.   F.L.Lee,  ay?     * 

Mr.   M.  Smith,  7io\ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Hill,  no') 

Mr.  Burke,  no^ 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay\ 

Mr.  Drayton,  iy  j 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langnvorthy,  no  J>no 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

Six  o'clock,  P,  3L 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  memorial  of  the  hon.  the  minl- 
ller  plenipotentiary  of  France  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  inform  the  hon.  fieur 
Gerard,  that  Congrefs  approve  his  propofal  of  fubftituting  6000  barrels 
of  rice  in  the  room  of  the  fame  quantity  of  floiu',  for  fupplying  the  fleet 
of  his  moft:  Chriflian  majefty  : 

That  they  are  well  fatisfied  with  his  employing  fuch  perfons  as  he 
fhall  think  proper,  and  in  whom  he  can  confide,  to  make  the  purchafe  ; 
and  that  Congrefs  will  always  be  ready  to  give  him  every  affiftance  in 
their  power  to  facilitate  the  purchafe  and  exportation  of  fupplies  for 
his  mofl:  Chriftian  majefty's  fleet : 

That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  to  the  prefident  of  S.  Carolina-, 
and  inform  him  of  the  neceffity  of  fending  the  faid  fnpply  of  rice  to 
the  fleet  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  requeft 
him  to  give  every  affiftance  in  his  power  to  the  agent  whom  the  hon. 
the  minfter  plenipotentiary  of  France  fliall  appoint  to  purchafe  and  ex- 
port the  fame  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine-committee  be  difcharged  from  procee- 
ding on  the  aforefaid  memorial. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  col.  Hartley's  regiment  and  the  four  Independent 
companies  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  commanded  by  captains 
Doyle,  Wilkie,  Steel  and  Calkerwood,  and  alfo  the  remains  of  col.  Pat- 
ton's  regiment,  except  capt.  M'Lane's  company,  be  incorporated  into 
one  regiment,  and  added  to  the  Pennfylvania  line,  as  an  eleventh  regi- 
ment ;  and  that  capt.  M'Lane's  company  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware 
regiment. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  St.  Clair;  whereupon  a 
motion  was  made, 

That  the  fentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  acquitting  major- 
general  St.  Clair,  with  the  higheft  honor  of  the  charges  exhibited 
againft  him,  be,  and  is  hereby  confirmed  : 

To  which  an  amendment  was  m.oved  in  the  words  following: 
The  fentence  of  the  general  court-martial  acquitting  major-general 
St.  Clair,  with  the  higheft  honor,  of  the  charges  exhibited  againft  him, 
having  been  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  and  confidered  ;  refolved,  that  he 
be  accordingly  difcharged  from  his  prefent  arreft : 
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The  queftion  being  put  on  the  amendment, 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Langworthy, 


New-Hampsbire.) 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Nem-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


■ay 


divided. 


> 


divided. 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  yay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  i^/.  ^?M/f>6, 

Mr.  if///, 

Mr.  5j/r^^, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Hut  son, 

Mr.  Langworthy,   no  ^no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  being  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  this  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in 
chief. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  December   17,   1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.  Mor 
ris,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Another  letter  of  the  13th,  from  general  Wafliington,  was  read,  ref- 
pefting  Mr.  Fleury : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

Another  letter  of  the  13th,  from  general  Wafliington,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Bedaulx^  and  a  me- 
morial from  F.  Hopkinfon,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the    14th,  from  brigadier  W.  Thompfon,  at  Carliile, 
was  read. 

A  petition  from  Claver  Taylor,  of  Providence,  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  &c.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  T.  Adams  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  of  the  9th  of  Sept.  and 
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2  1(1  of  Oct.  lafl,  in  favour  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayeite,  together  with 
the  letters  written  by  the  prefident  in  confequence  thereof,  and  the 
marquis's  anfwer,  be  publiflied. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  relative  to  the  purchafe 
of  horfes  for  re-mounting  col.  Baylor's  regiment ;  after  debate, 
*  Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Six  o'clock,   P.   M. 
There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  ftates  to  proceed  to  bufinefs, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fridat,  December   18,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  J.  Reed,  prefident  of  Pennfylvania,  en- 
clofing  a  letter  of  Nov.  29th,  from  Curfon  Isf  Governeur,  of  St.  Eu- 
ftatia,  with  a  bill  of  lading  therein  for  fix  boxes,  contair.ing  3000  pair 
of  woollen  ftockings,  for  account  and  rifque  of  the  United  States,  was 
read : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  petition  and  reprefentation  of  Evan  Malbone,  fenior,  and  Evan 
Malbone,  jun.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Claver  Taylor. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read,  defiring  to 
be  indulged  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  Congrefs,  relative  to  his  trial. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read  ;  whereupon,  Congrefs 
came  to  the  following  order  and  refolurion  : 

Whereas  Dr.  Wheelock  has  incurred  expenfe  in  fupporting  a  num- 
ber of  Indian  youths,  of  the  Caghnawaga  tribe,  at  his  fchool,  which 
in  times  paft  has  been  the  means  of  conciliating  the  friendfhlp  of  that 
tnbe  : 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Wheelock,  for  925  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  Dr. 
Eleazer  Wheelock. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  it  will  be  more  agreeable 
to  adventurers  in  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  to  have  the  blanks 
drawn  as  well  as  the  prizes  ;  and  that  the  public  will  thereby  have  an 
opportunity,  during  the  time  of  drawing,  to  purchafe  the  tickets  which 
may  remain  unfold  at  the  commencement  :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  be  direfted  to  draw  the  blanks,  as 
weM  as  the  prizes,  of  the  fecond  clafs  of  the  faid  lottery. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  gen.  Walliington's  letter  of 
the  13th,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  dire6>ed  to  attend  Congrefs 
immediately  after  he  fliall  have  put  the  army  in  fuch  order  as  to  ad- 
mit of  his  abfence  from  it  a  few  days. 

A  memorial  from  the  managers  of  the  United  States  lottery,  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  ;  whereupon, 
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A  motion  was  made,  that  the  drawing  of  the  fecond  clafs  of  the 
faid  lottery  be  deferred  to  the  firft  day  of  April  next : 

QueRion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  : 

The  fecond  propofition  being  read,  viz. 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpofe  in  the  manner  hereafter 
provided,  by  the  firft  day  of  June  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable. 

Sundry  amendments  were  moved  and  fet  afide  by  the  previous  quef- 
tion  ;  after  which,  a  divifion  was  called  for,  and  the  queftion  being  put 
on  the  firft  claufe,  as  far  as  the  word  "  next,"  inclufive,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Whipple^ 

Mr.  Frost, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Letvis, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  M^Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichaet, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mn  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay 

Mr.  Hutson,  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  claufe. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  M. 

New-Hampshire,        Mr.   Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 
Massachusetts-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Love II, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Root, 
Vol.  IV.  V  .3 


New-Hampshire, 
3Iassachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


«J 
ay^ 
ay  lay 

'■^lay 
ay^   -^ 

ay^ 

ay  Kay 

«j1 

ay  ^ay 

ay'} 
ay  )>ay 

""H  -y 

^yS 

no  ^  * 

no") 
y  no 

no 


! 


ay 


ay 


^y 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


Smith, 
ay\ 

ay 

"7 
ay 
ay 

ay 
ay 
ay 


! 


f  ^y 


} 


ay 
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ay 


> 


jSTew-Tork,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Diiane, 

Mr.  Leivisy 
New-Jersey,  Mr.   JVitberspoon,    ay  ^ 

^  Mr.  Fell,  -"  C  'U' 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Searle, 
Delaware,  Mr.   M'^Kean, 

3Iaryla?id,  Mr.   Carmichael, 

Mr.    Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.   ilf.   Smith, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   i7///, 

Mr.   Burke, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  afHrmative. 

The  third  proportion  was  then  read,  viz. 

That  they  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  trea- 
fury,  and  into  the  flate  treafuries  for  continental  taxes,  until  the  firR 
day  of  June  next : 

A  motion  was  made  to  ftrike  out  "  for  continental  taxes  ;" 

And  on  the  queftion,  that  they  ftand  part  of  the  report, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


ay' 

ay] 

ay- 

ay  )>ay 

710') 

>  no 
no  \ 

no 

no 

no 


\ 


ay 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  S.   Adams, 
Mr,  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.   Lewis, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   M'-Kean, 
Mr.   Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  31.  Smith, 
Mr.   if///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachuset  ts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-Tor  k, 


New-Jersey, 

Pennsyliiania, 
Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 
^y 

ay 

^y 

ay 
ay 

ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
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ay 
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ayS 

ay  lay 

ay  J 


ay 

ay 
ay 
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The  main  qiieftion  being  then  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 


Six  o'clock,  P.  31, 
There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  dates  to  proceed  to  bufinefs, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sa'Turdat,  December  19,    1778. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
commander  in  chief  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  ftafF,  on  ways  and 
means  of  retrenching  the  expenfes  of  the  army  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  EUfvvorth, 
Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the.  committee 
of  the  whole,  when  the  fourth  propofition  was  read,  viz. 

That  they  be  received  into  the  continental  loan-offices,  either  for 
loan-office  certificates  or  in  order  to  be  exchanged  for  other  bills  of 
like  tenor  to  be  provided,  at  the  eleflion  of  the  owners,  until  the  firft 
day  of  June  next  : 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved  ;  after  debate, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAr,    December  2!,    1778. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  when  the  following  amendment  was  moved,  in  lieu  of 
the  fourth  propofition, 

That  fuch  bills  be  received  into  the  treafury  in  order  to  be  exchan- 
ged for  bills  of  equal  value,  to  be  pr  ^vided  for  the  purpofe  of  exchan- 
ging them  on  or  before  r.he  firfl:  day  of  June  next  ; 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke,    . 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Nenv-Tork, 


Netv-Jersej', 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Hoiten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.   Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.   Lewis, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Searle, 
Mr.   Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 


no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 


no 


} 
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} 


no 
no 

«y 
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no 
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ay 


no 
no 
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Virginia, 

Mr. 

F.  L,  Lee, 

Mr. 

M.  Smith, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Hill, 

Mr. 

Burke, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

Mr. 

Hutson, 

■I' 


ay 


Mr.  Langivorthy, 


no 

V  \^y 

no  J 


Georgia, 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  office  certifi- 
cates," and  change  "  for"  into  "  on  :" 
Queftion  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  flrike  out  the  words  "  either  on  loan  or  ;" 
And  on  the  queftion,  that  they  ftand  part  of  the  report. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Whipple,  ay} 

Mr.  Frost,  ^7  5  ^ 

Mr.  Geriy,  ay^ 

Mr.  Love II,  ^y\-^y 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay) 

Mr<  Ellery,  ay} 

Mr.  Collins,  ^J  j 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 


Mr.  Dyer,  q/l 

Mr.  EllsTjorth,  'i)'  f^J 

Mr.  Rooty  ay} 

New-1'ork,  Mr.  Jay,  ay") 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  "y  f  ciy 

Mr.  Lewis,  ay  J 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Witberspoon,  ay  ? 

Mr.  Fell,  ayS"-^ 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searle,  ay  ^ay 

Delaivare,  Mr.  M'-Kean,  ay  )>ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carmichael,  ay} 

Mr.  Henry,  ayy-^ 

Virginia,  Mr,  F.  L.  Lee,  no}  ^ 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  ayS 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Hill,  no }  " 

Mr.  Burke,  no  5 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no"| 

Mr.  Drayton,        \ay>ay 

Mr.  Hutson,  ay  j 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  no  ^no 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  amendment  being  made  by  tranpofition,  and  the  queftion  put 
on  the  proportion  as  amended, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  received  until  the  firft  day  of  June  next, 
into  the  continental  loan-offices,  either  on  loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at 
the  eleclion  of  the  owners,  for  other  bills  of  the  like  tenor,  to  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpofe. 

Reselved,  That  the  bills  lodged  in  the  faid  offices,  to  be  fo  exchan- 
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ged,  be  there  regiftered,  and  indented  certificates  thereof  given  to  the 
owners  by  the  relpedlive  commiirioners  of  the  faid  oifices  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  refolution, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


Nevj-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts- Bay. 

Rhode-Island^ 

Connecticut^ 

New-York^ 

Neiu-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania^ 

Delaivare, 

Maryland.) 

Virginia^ 

North-Carolina.) 

South-Carolina.) 


Mr.   Whipple  J  ay 

Mr.  Frost,  ay 

Mr.  Gerry.)  ay' 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay 

Mr.   Jlolten,  ay 

Mr.  Ellery.)  ay 

Mr.   Collins.)  'ay 

Mr.  Dyery  ay' 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  ay 

Mr.   Root.)  ay_ 

Mr.  jfay,  no 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  no 

Mr.   Lewis,  ay 

Mr.    Witherspoon,  ay 

Mr.  Fell,  ay, 

Mr.   Searle,  ay 

Mr.   M^Kean,  ay 

Mr.  Carmichael,  no 

Mr.   Henry,  no 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  ay', 

Mr.   3L  Smith,  no 

Mr.   Flill,  no\ 

Mr,   Burke,  no  [ 

Mr.   Laurens,  no' 

Mr.   Drayton,  ay 

Mr.    Hut  son,  ay 

Mr.   Lanp-worthy,  no 


"J 


■  ay 


"J 


•ay 


"J 


■  ay 


Georgia, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  22,    1778. 

The  prefident  informed  the  hcufe  that  brigadier  W.  Thompfon, 
agreeably  to  order,  attended  yefterday,  and  that  he  had  fignified  a  wilh 
to  be  indulged  till  Wednefday,  as  he  is  deiirous  of  having  fome  wit- 
neffes  examined  :   ^v hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  evening  be  affigned  for  proceeding  on 
the  charge  againft  brigadier  W.  Thoraplbn,  and  that  he  be  notified 
to  attend  with  his  witnelTes  at  5  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  fummon  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  jun.  and 
notify  Mr.  Searle  to  attend  Congrefs  at  5  o'clock  on  Wednefday  even- 
ing, to  give  evidence  on  the  charge  againft  brigadier' W.  Thomplon. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  fecretary  furnifh  major-general  I,ee 
with  fuch  extradls  from  the  journal  as  relate  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
the  general  court-martial  on  his  trial,  and  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
fentence. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  2-i.th,  from   major-generiil   R.  Howe,  was  read, 
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cnclofing  one  of  the  2  Ifl  of  the  fame  month,  from  col.  White,  In  Geor- 
gia, infornung-,  that  the  enemy  have  invaded  that  ftate,  and  are  advan- 
cing with  about  1100  inen. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  col.  Armand,  marquis  de  Rouerie,  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Carmichael. 

A  letter,  of  the  2  Ifl,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  -was  read,  informing  Con- 
grefs  that  he  has  committed  to  writing  as  particular  an  account  of 
his  agency  of  their  affairs  in  Europe  as  his  fituation  will  permit  him, 
and  that  he  waits  the  pleafure  of  Gongrefs  to  lay  the  fame  before  them : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  that  Gongrefs  will  meet  this 
evening  at  6  o'clock,  to  receive  his  information,  and  that  he  attend 
at  that  time. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
report  of  the  comm.iffioners  by  him  appointed,  to  meet  commifTioners 
from  fir  Henry  Clinton,  and  other  papers  refpecling  the  meeting ;  and 
informing  that  an  exchange  of  prifoners  has  not  taken  place :  whereupon, 

Mesohed,  That  Gongrefs  approve  the  proceedings  of  the  comman- 
der in  chief  and  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  him  in  the  negocia- 
tions  at  Amboy  for  excliange  of  prifoners  : 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  gen.  Wafhington's  letter  as  relates  to 
the  faid  negociations,  together  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  publifhed» 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  de  Francey,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  aligned  for  confidering  it. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  marquis  of  Britigny,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  Thurfday  next  be  affigned  for  taking  into  conlide- 
ration  the  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  marquis  of  Britigny. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  H.  Laurens,  late  prefident,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Mifflin,  and  one  of  the  l5th,  from 
Gaifar  Rodney,  prefident  of  Delaware,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Elizabeth  Preflon  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved^  That  a  member  be  appointed  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the 
room  uf  Mr.  Sherman  : 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  J,  Root  was  eleiEled. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Mumford  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  deputy  commilTary-general 
of  purchafes,  with  direction  to  ftate  the  facls  fpecially,  report. 

That  it  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  faid  E.  Blaine  to  Gongrefs.  da- 
ted the  27th  of  March  laft,  that  he  had  purchafed  goods  from  George 
Kennedy,  between  the  3d  of  Oft.  1777,  and  the  9th  of  Feb.  following, 
to  the  amount  of  6000  dollars,  for  which  he  bad  engaged  him.  to  take 
payment  in  loan-office  certificates,  on  condition  that  fuch  certificates 
fhoiikl  be  procured  for  him  before  the  Ift  of  March,  1778  : 

That  Kennedy  applied  to  the  commiffary-general  before  that  day. 
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Ibut  be-caufe  Blame's  accounts  were  unfettled  he  could  not  get  a  draught 
on  the  loan-office  for  thefe  certificates  : 

That  Kennedy  was  yet  willing  to  take  certificates  to  bear  date  as 
above  : 

That  there  were  other  claimants  under  the  like  circumfl;ancc3  who 
had  not  yet  applied  : 

That  the  faid  letter  being  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  trealury, 
they  gave  their  opinion  that  it  was  by  no  means  proper  to  ante-date 
loan-office  certificates  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  from  the  pub- 
lic, and  circumltanced  as  the  cafe  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter  : 

That  Mr.  Blaine,  on  the  oOth  day  of  May  following,  prefcnted  a 
memorial  to  Congrefs,  fetting  forth,  that  he  contraftid  with  George 
Kennedy  and  others,  for  articles  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  in  the  months 
of  Oft.  Nov.  Dec.  and  Jan.  then  laft,  to  the  amount  of  17,500  dollars, 
for  which  he  had  promifled  them  loan-office  certificates  in  payment  ; 
he  therefore  prayed  for  warrants  on  the  loan-otlice  for  certificates  to 
that  amount,  to  be  dated  on  the  firft  day  of  Jan.  then  lafl,  to  enable 
him  to  fulfil  his  contrail  : 

That  the  faid  m.emorial  being  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  they 
reported  that  they  continued  of  the  opinion  they  had  before  given  on 
Mr.  Blaine's  letter,  that  it  was  by  no  means  proper  to  ante-date  loan- 
office  certificates  for  the  payment  of  thofe  debts  : 

That  upon  the  faid  report  being  read  in  Congrefs,  it  was  re-com- 
mitted : 

That  they  have  therefore  a  third  time  taken  the  fubjeft  of  the  letter 
and  memorial  into  confideration,  and  after  mature  refledlion  retain  the 
opinion  that  they  have  repeatedly  given,  that  ante-dated  certificates 
ought  not  to  be  iffued  to  fatisfy  the  faid  demand  : 

The  report  being  read  and  conlidered. 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  fame. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  William  Geddes,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  one  of  the 
chambers  of  accounts,  be  empowered  and  requefted  to  aft  as  one  of 
the  commiffioners  of  claims  until  the  chamber  of  accounts  can  proceed 
to  bufinefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  refpedling  the  memorial 
of  captain  John  Sutton,  be  re-committed. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  the  ma- 
rine-committee, for  20,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy-board  in 
the  middle-department ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John  Millar,  for 
1000  dollars,  in  payment  of  a  draught  of  major-general  Howe,  dated 
Chavleftown,  S.  Carolina,  Auguft  24th,  1778,  in  favour  of  capt.  Raw- 
leigh  Downman,  and  endorfed  by  him  for  that  fum  ;  it  being  agreeable 
to  a  letter  of  advice  of  the  fame  date  from  major-geiieral  Howe,  who 
is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  refpeiling  an  additional 
allowance,  beyond  the  eftablifhed  price,  to  be  made  to  officers  who  have 
purchafed  horfes  for  the  cavalry,  be  poftponed  to  Monday  next. 
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Six  o'clock,  P.   HI. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  letters  from  major-g-c- 
neral  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter-general,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
■was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  13th,  from 
general  Wafhington,  relative  to  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  brought  in 
a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  until  the  report 
of  the  board  refpefting  brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  engineers  who 
accompanied  him,  be  taken  up,  and  that  both  be  confidered  together. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  read  his  written  information,  but  not  having  time  to  finifh, 

Ordered,  That  he  attend  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  and  proceed  in 
his  information. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Wednesdat,  December  23,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  col.  W.  Grayfon,  was  read,  informing,  that 
he  has  been  duly  notified  of  his  ;;ppointment  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
expreffing  a  defire  to  decline  the  fame. 

A  letter,  of  the  I  ft,  from  Goffinus  Erkelins,  was  read,  and  alfo  one 
of  Nov.  29th,  from  col.  G.  Derick,  informing  Congrefs  of  his  inten- 
tion, on  his  arrival  in  Holland,  to  correfpond  with  the  hon.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, at  Paris,  and  defiring  that  the  preiident  would  mention  his  name 
to  Dr.  Franklin  in  his  next  letter: 

Ordered,  That  his  defire  be  complied  with. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  his  information,  and  having  gone  through  what  he  had  writ- 
ten, he  produced  fundry  letters  and  papers,  which  he  defired  might  be 
read  ;  upon  a  letter  of  April  7th,  from  Dr.  Franklin,  to  him,  being- 
read,  Mr.  Deane  defired  leave  to  fay  fometliing  in  explanation  of 
the  laft  claufe  of  the  faid  letter,  which  refpefts  a  negociator,  "  who, 
as  the  letter  mentions,  is  gone  back  apparently  much  chagrined  at  his 
little  fuccefs,  and  in  which  Dr.  Franklin  fays  he  has  promifed  him 
faithfully,  that  fince  his  propofitions  could  not  be  accepted,  they  fliould 
be  buried  in  oblivion:  and  therefore  earneftly  defires  that  Mr.  Deane 
would  put  that  paper  immediately  in  the  fire,  on  the  receipt  of  the  let- 
ter, without  taking  or  fuiferlng  to  be  taken  any  copy  of  it,  or  commu- 
nicating its  contents  :" 

As  he  was  proceeding  to  explain  this  matter,  a  motion  was  made, 
that  Mr.  Deane  withdraw  : 

Mr.  Deane  accordingly  withdrew. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed, 
that  if  he  has  any  thing  further  to  report,  he  lay  it  before  Congrefs  in 
writing  : 

In  lieu  ofv.'hich  it  was  moved  as  an  amendment. 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  his  verbal  explanation, 
referred  to,  and  that  it  be  afterwards  reduced  to  writing,  if  Congrefs 
fliall  judge  it  necefTary  : 


DECEMBER   1778. 


525 


The  amendment  being  received,  a  divifion  was  called  for,  and  on  the 
queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  claufe, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Elk 

Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  .S".  Adams.) 
Mr.  Gerry, 


New-Hampshire, 
Afassachusetts-Uay, 


ay 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hoi  ten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.   Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Diiane, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  M'Keaii, 
Mr.   F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  31.  Smith, 
Mr.   Griffin, 
Mr.   Pen7i, 
Mr.   Williams, 
Mr.  il///, 
Mr.   -Sz.'r>^e, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


■ay 


:ry, 
cy  ? 

«J  l 

no}  J.    . J  J 
y  d IV idea: 

ay 

ay  >.<7v 

ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 

^y . 

ay  ^ay 
ay  \,ay 

^y\ 

no  yay 

°yS 
qy~ 

ay 

"y 
^yj 

no^ 
ay  lay 

ay  J 

ay  }>cr 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  claufe, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Elle 
Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Turk, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Vot.  IV, 


Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.   Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.    Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Diiane, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.   Fell, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
X  3 


•7j 

ayS    - 

ay  f^-y 

'yj 

"y 

ay 

ay 

ay  ^ay 
ay 

"y 
ay 
ay 
ay 

ay  )>aj 


ay 


fl'/ 
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Delaware^ 
Virginia^ 


North-Carolina.) 


South-Carolina., 


Ge 


org! 


ay  )>aj 

ay  \ay 

?io  J 

"^y^ay 
ayj 

ay  Uj 

^J  J 

no  Y^no 


Mr.  M'Kean^ 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  31.  Smithy 

Mr.  Grijiti, 

Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.    Williams, 

Mr.   Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.   Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton, 

Mr.   Hutson, 

Mr.   Langworthy, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affimatlve. 

Ordered.,  That  the  Secretary  inform  Mr.  Deane  that  Congrefs  will 
give  him  notice  of  the  time  when  he  fliall  attend  again,  which  will  pro- 
bably be  this  evening. 

Six  o'clock,   P.   M. 

A  letter,  cf  Sept.  10th,  from  Jonathan  Williams,  at  Nantes,  was 
read,  with  a  number  of  papers  accompanying  it  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  purufal  of  the 
members. 

According  to  order,  brigadier  W.  Thompfon  attending,  was  called 
in,  and  the  witnefles  being  examined,  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  brigadier  W.  Thompfon  be  called  in  and  informed," 
that  if  he  has  any  thing  to  oiFer  in  his  defence,  the  houfe  is  ready  to 
hear  him,  but  tfiat  if  he  requires  time  to  make  his  defence,  it  will  be 
allowed  him. 

Brigadier  Thompfon  being  called  in  and  informed  of  the  order  of 
the  houfe,  defired  that  the  paper  he  had  in  his  hand  might  be  read  : 

The  fame  being  read,  and  he  having  nothing  further  to  offer,  gen. 
Thompfon  vv^as  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  he  withdrew. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  December  24,    1778. 

Mr.  Samuel  Atlee,  a  delegate  from  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

The  prelident  informed  Congrefs,  that  gen.  Wafliington  was  ar- 
rived in  town,  purfuant  to  their  orders :  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  cheif  be  introduced  to  Congrefs 
and  informed  from  the  chair,  that  Congrefs  have  diredled  his  atten- 
dance in  order,  among  other  things,  to  confer  with  him  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  next  campaign,  and  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed 
for  that  piirpofe. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  fecretary  prefent  the  commander  in  chief  with 
the  foregoing  refolution,  and  acquaint  him  that  Congrefs  are  now 
ready  to  receive  him. 

In  ourfiiance  of  the  foregoing  order,  the  commander  in  chief  at- 
tended, and  being  .informed  by  the  prefident  of  the  end  for  which  Con- 
grefs has  defired  his  attendance,  and  that  a  committee  will  be  appoiji- 
ted  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  refolution,  he  withdrew. 
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Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleilion  of  a  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  are  Mr.  Diiane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Laurens. 

Gongreis  took  into  conlideration  tlie  charge  againft  brigadier  W. 
Thomplon  ;   and  the  defence  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  apology  made  by  brigadier-general 
Thompfon  be  accepted  as  fatisfaftory  : 

The  charge  and  depofitions  were  then  called  for,  and  a  motion  was 
made,  that  the  examination  of  Mr.  juftice  Atlee,  and  the  depolition 
of  col.  Noarth,  the  one  offered  to  fupport  the  charge  againft  brigadier- 
general  Thompfon,  and  the  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejeded,  the 
fame  being  taken  ex  parte  : 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved,  by  way  of  fubftitute, 

That  the  examination  of  Mr.  juftice  Atlee,  taken  before  Congrefs 
on  Monday  the  7th  inft.  in  fupport  of  the  charge  againft  brigadier 
Thompfon,  be  rejedled,  and  that  the  depofitlon  of  col.  Noarth,  produ- 
ced laft  night  by  brigadier  Thompfon  in  his  own  exculpation  from  the 
charge,  be  alfo  rejedled  : 

A  queftion  Avas  taken,  whether,  confiftent  with  order,  the  latter 
propofition  can  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  former  ? 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  £.llerj, 

Mr.  Bjer^ 

Mr.  Ellsworth^ 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  D:iane, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Witbcrspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  M^Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Pertn,  ayl    ,.    .,    , 

IV  T       17-/7  c  aivideei, 

Mr.  Hill,  no  ^ 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  >ay 

Mr.  Hutson,  ay} 

Mr.  Langwortby,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  to  be  in  order. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the  amendment,  paffed  in  the  negative. 
The  main  queftion  was  then  divided,  and  on  the  queftion,  that  the 
examination  of  Mr.  juftice  Atlee  be  rejeded  : 


Nexv-Ha  mpsh  ire, 
MassacLusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Netv-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


divided. 


ay 
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^y 


^J 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Duane, 

ay  )>qy 
<V~] 

^yj 

aj  )>ay 

"y'i 

^jj 

ay 
«>' 

ay, 

ay 

ay  )>ay 
ay, 

ay 

ay  ^OJ 

ay. 
ay 
ay . 

>  divided. 

ayS 
ay  )>ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  depoution  of  col.  Noarth  be 
rejedled  : 

R.efolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  words  "  the  fame  having  been 
taken,  ex  parte"  fliall  ftand  ? 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 


New- Ha  mpsbire. 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

S,  Adams, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

Mr. 

Holten, 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

Mr. 

Ells7vorth, 

Mr. 

Root, 

Netu-Tork, 

Mr. 

Jay, 

Mr. 

Duane, 

Mr. 

G.  Morris, 

Mr. 

Lewis, 

Neiv-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Witherspoo7i, 

Mr. 

Fell, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Roberdeau, 

Mr. 

Atlee, 

Dclatvare, 

Mr. 

M'-Kean, 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Carmichael, 

Mr. 

Henry, 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr. 

31.  Smith, 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Pen?!, 

Mr. 

Hill, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

Mr. 

Hutson, 

Georgia, 

Mr. 

Langworthy, 

c  ay 

'  J 

'  \ay 
J 


ay 


New- Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.   Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  FJlswortb, 
Mr,    Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


ay  )>ay 

ay'] 

"-^Uy 
ay  f-^ 

ayj 

ay  )>ay 

ay] 

no  i.  ay 

ay  J 
ay'^ 

"•^  )>ay 

ay  \ 
ay} 
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Neti'-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland^ 

Virginia  J 

Nortb-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.   M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.    Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.Lee, 
Mr.   il/.  5m/f/j, 
Mr.   Grijfin. 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.   ^///, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.  Langivorthy, 


Georgia, 

So  it  was  refolved  In  the  affirmative. 
The  queftion  being  taken  on  the  whole, 

Resolved,  That  the  examination  of  Mr.  jufllce  Atlee,  and  the  de- 
pofition  of  col.  Noarth,  the  one  offered  to  fupport  the  charge  againfl 
brigadier  W.  Thompfon,  and  the  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejefted, 
the  fame  having  been  taken  ex  parte. 

The  proceedings  on  the  journal  relative  to  brigadier  Thompfon,  the 
charge  and  the  depofition  6f  witnefTes,  were  then  read  :  whereupon  a 
motion  was  made,  that  brigadier-general  Thompfon  is  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  : 

On  this  queflion  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
New-Hampshire,  Mr.    Whipple,  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams,        ay'^ 
Mr.  Gerry,  ay  ! 

Mr.   Lovell,  ay  f^-'' 

Mr.   Holten,  ay} 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Ellery,  ?w  ^no 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Ellsworth,         ay  ? 

Mr.    Root,  ay  \  "-^ 

New-Tor h,  Mr.  Jay,  ?zy~] 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.   Lewis. 


^divided. 


New-Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland^ 


North-Carolina, 


Mr.    JVitherspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.   Roberdeau, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.   M^Kean,  excused  ^ 

Mr.   Carmichael,      no^ 

Mr.   Henry,  no^ 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,        ay^ 

Mr.   M.  Smith, 

Mr.   Griffin, 

Mr,   Penn, 

Mr.   Hill, 


divided. 


ay 
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Soutb-Carolina, 


;} 


ay 


Mr.  Laurens,  ay 

Mr.  Drayton,  no 

Mr.   Hutson,  ay  ^ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  ay^-ay 

So  it  Avas  then  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  gen.  Thompfon's  apology  is  fatisfadory  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts- Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

Nevj-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virg'iiia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Diiane, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Mr.  i^e//, 

Mr.  Robcrdeau, 

Mr.  ^i/ee, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  i=".  X.  JLef, 

Mr.  J^f.  5'?;z/f,6, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.  Penjz, 

Mr.  Hill, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Huison, 


ay  )>ay 

f  divided, 

"J- 
ay'_ 

ay  )>ay 
ay' 


divided. 


>ay 


"J 


ay 


:} 


cy  lay 


^J 


aj 


Mr.  Langworthy,    ay  ^ay 


Georgia, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

SAfuRDAT,  December  26,    1778. 
/    A  letter,  of  the  21  ft,  from  Abraham  Clarke,  of  N.  Jerfey,  was  reado 
enclofing  affidavits  refpecling  the  conduft  of  brigadier  Maxwell  in  re- 
fifting  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus: 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Fell. 

A  memorial  from  Jofiah  Smith,  furgeon,  and  others,  late  of  the  Re- 
venge cutter,  captain  Cunningham,  was  read  : 
I  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  fubjed  of  finance,  when  the  6th  propofition  Avas 
read,  viz. 

6.  That  proper  bills  be  provided  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out  at 
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the  fa'id  offices,  to  complete  the  faid  exchang-es  as  Toon  as  poiTible,  and 
that  due  notice  be  given  to  all  parties  by  public  advertiiements,  as  foon 
as  the  fame  Ihall  be  ready  : 

A  motion  vr?LS  made  to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  as  foon  as  pofTible," 
and  %vhat  follows  to  the  end,  and  to  infert  in  place  thereof  "  by  the 
firll  day  of  June  next." 

Another  motion  was  made,  to  fubflitute  the  following'  refolution  : 

Thau  the  conimiflioners  of  the  loan-offices  maiie  returns  to  the  treafu- 
ry-board  immediately  att?rthe  Ift  day  of  June  next,  of  the  amount  of 
the  bills  received  into  their  refpe£live  offices,  to  be  exchanged  as  afore- 
faid,  i\nd  that  proper  bills  to  exchange  the  fame  be  furniQied  and  rea- 
dy to  be  delivered  out  at  their  faid  offices  within  fixty  days  from  and 
after  the  faid  firft  day  of  June  : 

To  which  it  was  moved  to  add  as  follov/s  : 

And  that  the  proprietors  of  bills  brought  into  the  loan-offices  fhall 
be  entitled  to  and  receive  an  interefl:  on  the  fums  refpeclively  brought 
in  as  aforefaid,  at  the  rate  of  fix  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  1ft 
of  June  aforefaid,  to  the  day  on  which  they  fhall  be  exchanged  : 

On  the  queilion  to  agree  to  this  addition, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


New- Hampshire  f 
Massacbusetis-Bay, 


Rhode-Island., 
Connecticiity 


Meiv-Tfirk, 

New-Jersey., 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dver, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Buane, 
Mr.   Lewis, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.   Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  GriJ/in^ 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.   Williams, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.   Laurens, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


ay 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  amendment  being  adopted,  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fame, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 
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Nei'j-Hampsbire, 

3Iassac/jusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island^ 
Connecticut^ 


Netu-Torky 

Kew-Jersej, 

Pennsylvania., 

Marj'land, 

Virginia., 

North-Carolina^ 


South-Carolina^ 
Georgia, 


^no 


Mr.   Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 

Mr.   Gerry, 

Mr.  Lo'cell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Levjis, 

Mr.    Witherspoon, 

Mr.  i^e//, 

Mr.   Roberdeaii, 

Mr.   ^f/e^, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.   J/.  i'm/V/j, 

Mr.   Gr//^;z, 

Mr.  Pc«;;, 

Mr.   Williams, 

Mr.   i7///, 

Mr.  Burke,  noj 

Mr.  Laurens,  no  ^no 

Mr.  Langtvorthy,    no  >7zo 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  7th  propofition  was  then  read,  and  acjreed  to  as  follows  : 

7.  That  the  firft  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  trea- 
fury  and  loan-offices,  be  immediately  crofTed  and  ftruck  through  with 
a  circular  punch  of  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  examined  and 
burned,  as  Congrefs  fhall  direft. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  Congrefs  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  ten  o'clock,   A.  M. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAT,  December  28,    1778. 
There  not  being  a  fufficient  number  of  ftates  to  proceed  to  buGnefs, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TuESD.ir,  December  29,    1778. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  N.  Jerfey,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Morgan,  was  read  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  m.emo- 
rial  from   Dr.  Morgan,  in  tlie  room  of  Mr.  Harvie  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.   M.  Smith. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  G.  Clinton,  gov.  of  N.  York,  was  read  ; 

A  letter,  of  the  I5th,  from  col.  Malcolm,  was  read,  encloling  a  re- 
turn of  the  military-ftores  and  garrifon  efforts  Clintcn  and  ConRitu- 
tion  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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Resolved^  That  two  brigadiers  be  appointed  for  the  troops  of  North- 
Carolina  : 

Colonel  Jethro  Sumner  and  col.  Thomas  Clarke  are  nominated  for 
brigadiers  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina. 

Rtsohed^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  ftate  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops,  and  report  Y/hether  an  additional 
brig-adier  is  wanting  for  the  troops  of  that  ftate  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Atlee. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  troops 
of  South-Carolina. 

Colonel  Ifaac  Huger  is  nominated  by  the  delegates  of  S.  Carolina. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  coniider  the  fubjedt  of  finance,  and  a  fet  of 
refolutions  relative  thereto  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till 
to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  report  hath  circulated  in  divers  parts  of  America,  that 
Congrefs  would  not  redeem  the  bills  of  credit  ifTued  by  them  to  defray 
the  expenfes  of  the  war,  but  would  fufFer  them  to  fink  in  the  hands  of 
the  holder,  whereby  the  value  of  the  faid  bills  hath,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  ftates,  depreciated  ;  and  leaft  the 
filence  of  Congrefs  might  give  ftrength  to  the  faid  report  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  report  is  falfe  and  derogatory  to  the  honour 
of  Congrefs. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.   Drayton, 

New-Hampshire^  Mr.    ]Vhipple,  ay 

Mr.   Frost,  ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,       Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay 

Mr.   Gerry,  ay 

Mr.   Holten,  ay 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellcry,  ay 

Mr.   Collins^  ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Dyer,  ay 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  ay 

Mr.   Root,  ay 

NcKV-Tork,  Mr.  Jay,  no 

Air.   Duane,  no 

Mr.   Morris,  no 

New-Jersey,  Mr.    Witherspoon,  ay 

Mr.  Scudder,  710 

Mr,   Fell,  no 

Pe'tinsylvanici^  Mr.   Roberdeaii,  no 

Mr.   yitlee,  no 

Mr.   Searle,  no 

Delaware,  Mr.   M^Kean,  no 

Maryland,  Mr.   Carmichacl,  no 

Mr.   Henry,  ay 

Virginia,  Mr.   F.  L.  Lee,  ay 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  no 
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North-Carolina^ 


South-Carolina^ 


Mr.   Penn^ 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.   Burke, 
Mr.  DraytoUf 


^no 


So  it  paffed  in  tlie  negative. 

After  debate  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 


Drayton, 


Nenv-Hampshire, 
3Iassachusetts-Baj, 

Ehode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Nsw-Tork, 

New-yersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delatvare, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 

Frost, 

S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

Holten, 

Ellery, 

Collins, 

Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Roberdeaii, 
Mr.   Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  31.  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Bill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


"■y 


ay 

ay  \ay 

ay 
ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


ay 


710~\ 

710  >  no 

ay  J 

no  f'no 


So  the  Itates  were  equally  divided. 
The  main  quelVion  being  then  put, 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Netv- Hampshire, 


Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 


Mr. 

Whipple, 

no 

Mr. 

Frost, 

ay 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

no 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

ay 

Mr. 

Holten, 

ay 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

no 

Mr. 

Collins, 

no 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

ay 

Mr. 

Ellsworth, 

no 

Mr. 

Root, 

no 

Mr. 

Jay, 

ay 

Mr. 

Duane, 

ay 

Mr. 

G.  Morris^ 

ay. 

} 


divided. 


ay 


} 


ay 
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Neiv-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,  ay  > 

Mr.  Fell,  qy^  "-^ 

Pennsjhania,  Mr.   Roherdeau,  aj;^ 

Mr.  Atlee,  ay  V  ay 

Mr.  Searle,  ay} 

Delaware,  Mr.   M'-Kean,  ay  ^ay 

Virginia,  Mr.   F.  L.  Lee,  ay'}     ^ 

Mr.    M.  Smith,  no^ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Penn,  ay^ 

Mr.   Hill,  ay  |>  ay 

Mr.  Burke,  no} 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Drayton,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  preamble, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Nenv-Hampshire,  Mr.  Frost,  no  )>no 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams,  no'\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  (W  >^J 

Mr.  Holten,  ay) 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  no 5  ^I'^-^^^i^ 

Mr.  Collins,  ay^ 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  qy'\ 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  no  K-no 

Mr.  Root,  )wj 

New-Tor k,  Mr.  Jay,  c/1 

Mr.  Duane,  iy  f^J 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  ay} 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,  ^^  ^  /7 , 

Mr.  i^e//,  fiF5    -^' 

Pennsylvania,  /     Mr.  Roberdeau,  no"l 

Mr.  ^^/ee,  oy>ay 

Mr.  Searle,  ay} 

Virginia,  Mr.  3/.  Smith,  no  }>;i<? 

North -Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  /////, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Drayton,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesdat,  December  30,    1778. 
There  not  being  a  Sufficient  number  of  dates  to  proceed  to  bufineis, 
Adjouftied  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdat,  December  31,    1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  Mr.  Deane,  Avas  read,  informing,  that 
he  waits  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  that  he  has  received  letters  which 
he  is  defirous  to  communicate  perfonally,  which  relate  to  parts  of  his 
narration  :    whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  immediately. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Bofton,  was  read, 


ay 
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endofing  a  letter  of  the  1ft  to  him  from  major-general  Philips,  propo- 
fing  to  enter  into  a  negociation  with  him  for  a  releafe  of  the  troops  of 
the  convention  of  Saratoga  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  major-general  Philips  lie  on  the  table, 
and  that  the  prefident  inform  major-general  Gates  that  Congrefs  ap- 
prove his  condnft. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  B.  Harrifon,  deputy  pay-mafier-general 
in  Virginia,   \vas  read,  enclofmg  his  monthly  account  : 

Ordered.^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  R.  Patton,  meffenger,  and  one  from  W.  Hurrie, 
door-keeper,   were  read  :   whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  the  fums  deduded  fiom  the  former  accounts  of  the 
memorialifts,  by  the  commiffioners  of  claims,  be  paid  them  as  a  reward 
for  extraordinary  fcrvice  ;  and  that  tliey  be  paid  what  is  now  due  to 
them  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  a-day  ;  and  that  they  be  paid  for  th-e 
future  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  a-day. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  30th,  from  major-general  Gates,  was  read,  enclo- 
fmg a  memorial  from  brigadier  du  Portail,  refpecling  the  fortifying  the 
harbour  at  Bofton  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee. 

Mr.  Dcane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  gave  further  information 
in  writing,  and  having  finifhed. 

Ordered,  That  he  v.-ithdraw  into  the  next  room. 

Accordingly  he  withdrew  :   whereupon,  a  motion  was  made. 

That  a  day  be  now  afTigned  for  Mr.  Deane  to  attend  Congrefs,  that- 
fuch  queftions  may  be  afl:ed  as  the  houie  fhall  think  proper,  to  eluci- 
date the  fubjedl  of  his  narrative  : 

(^eftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  ir.formed,  that  he  has 
leave  to  witlidraw,  and  that  Congrefs  will  notify  to  him  their  future 
orders  : 

Mr.  Deane  being  called  in,  was  informed  of  the  foregoing  order,  and 
withdrew. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  fubjecl  of  finance  ;   and  thereupon, 

7.  Besolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  to  be 
paid  the  year  enfuing,  the  ftates  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  quotas  of 
6,000,000  dollars,  annually,  for  IS  years,  col^mencing  with  the  year 
1780,  as  a  fund  for  finking  the  loans  and  emifiions  of  thefe  United 
States  to  tlie  olft  day  of  December,  1778,   inclufive  : 

8.  That  if  the  continuance  and  circumftances  of  the  war  fliall  make 
any  further  emilTions  neceffary  the  year  enfuing,  they  fliall  be  funk  in 
the  manner  and  within  the  period  aforefaid  : 

9.  That  any  of  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  order  of  Congrefs 
prior  to  the  year  17S0,  and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the 
faid  quotas  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  refolntion. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

New-HLnnpshire,           Mr.    Whipple,  ay  1 

Mr.  Frost,  '    ay  \  "-^ 

Massaciiusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S,  Adams,  <7>'"| 

Mr.   Gerry,  ay  >  ay 

Mr.   Holt  en,  ay) 
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Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Tor  k, 


Nenv-Jersej, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr,  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsivorth, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.   Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   Lewis, 


ay 


Mr.    IVitherspoon,  ay 


ay 

"J 

ay 

ny  Kay 


^^ 


! 


ay 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


"J 
ay 
ay 

"J 

no  ^no 

no  ^* 


no  } 

no  ^ 


ay 


710 


no 

110  ^ 

no  J>;io 


Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Mr.  At  lee, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  AT.   i'm/f/j, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  i7///, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

1  0.  That  the  bills  received  on  the  faid  quotas  be  applied,  firft,  to  the 
payment  of  the  intereft,  fecondly,  of  the  principals  of  loans  made  by 
thefe  United  States  prior  to  the  year  1780  ;  and  that  the  refidue  of 
the  faid  bills,  together  with  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  en- 
fuing,  be  not  re-iffued  but  burned  or  diflroyed,  as  Congrefs  fhall  di- 
rect : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  treafury  feleft  from  the  jour- 
nal the  refolutions  refpefting  the  calling  in  certain  emiffions,  and  pro- 
viding a  fund  for  finking  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congrefs,  and  pre- 
pare a  proper  preamble. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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of  war  and  ordnance,  three  members  to  repair  to  camp,    19 
two  members  added  to,  -  -  22 

of  Maffachufetts,   to  import   flour   from   middle   and 

fouthern-diftrifts,  -  -,  -  23 

to  lay  up  magazines  of  flour  in  Pennfylvania,  -         25 

to  enquire  of  the  prefident  of  Pennfylvania  refpefting 

purchafes  already  made,  -  -  ibid, 

to  direft  colonel  Flower  to  contract  for  fteel,  -  26 

to  take  cognizance  of  ftrangers  of  fufpicious  charafter,     61 
to  tranfmit  to  the  commander  in  chief  returns  of  mili- 

tury-flores,  -  -  -  65 

to  be  cautious  in  recommending  foreign  officers,  67 

to  correfpond  with  the   preEdent  of  Pennfylvania,  ref- 

pefting  purchafe  of  provifion,  -  -  70 

to  employ   perfons  to  purchafe   meat    and  forage,  in 

Pennfylvania,  -  -  -  Si 
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Board  of  war  to  take  meafures  to  fecure  Important  paffes  on 

Hudfon's-river,  -  -  93,  95 

to  officer  a  company  at  Weftmoreland,  -  114 

to   nominate    a   town-major  in   York-town,  120 

to  have  ftrangers  examined,  and  guards  placed  at  fer- 
ries on  Sufquehannah,  -  _  -  ibid, 
to  have  the  paffes  of  Sufquehannah  examined,  a  furvey 

made  of  Conneftoga-Greek,  Sec.  and  make  report,        149 
empowered  to  appoint  general  courts-martial,  158 

to  enquire  llriftly  how  armourer's  department  has  been 

condufted,  -  -  -  160 

to  regulate  the  commiffary  of  hides-department,  162 

report  of,  refpefting  armourer's-department,  -  168 

to  take  meafures  to  tranfport  provifions  by  water  from 

fouthern-ftates,  -  -  170 

copy  of  general  Burgoyne's  parole  and  agreement  re- 
ferred to,  -  -  -  ibidm 
fecretary  to,  falary  cncreafed,              -                       -  179 
,  to  examine  and  report  the  ftate  of  provifions,  purchafes, 

&c.  to  the  fouthward,  -  -  185 

of  MafTachufetts,  directed  refpecling  the   fnow  Lady 
of  Mount-Carmel,  -  -  199 

»  to  appoint  a  proper  perfon  to  fuperintend,  pro  tempore, 

hide-department,  -  -  -  201 

to  make  enquiry  refpecting  the  lofs  of  boats  on  Ohio,   ibid, 
to  fettle  accounts  of  rum  feized  for  the  army,  207 

to  enquire  and  report  the  ftate  of  the  barrack-mafcer's 

department,  -  -  -  208 

report  of,  refpe fling  forts  built  in  Weftmoreland,  210 

diredled,  refpefting  hide-department,  -  226 

fecretary  of,  captain  R.  Smith  chofen,         -  -       227 

clothing,  care  of,  committed  to,  -  '      -  ibid. 

to  carry  into  execution  orders  refpefting  clothing  im- 
ported to  the  eaftward,  -  -  ibid. 
to  report  a  plan  for  payment  of  officers,    £cc.  in  cap- 
tivity,             -                           -                           -  231 
to  give   general  Gates  notice  of  preparations,  Sec.  at 

Fort-Pitt,  -  -  -  245 

empowered  to  encreafe  the  falary  of  fecretary  and  pay- 

mafter,  -  -  -  251 

to  report  on  what  terms  exchange  of  prifoners  has 

taken  place,  -  -  -  254 

to  report  on  Fort-Roberdeau,  -  262 

to  fupply  New-Jerfey  brigade  with  clothing,  -  285 

to  confer  v/ith  Seneca  chiefs,  lately  at  Philadelphia,     ibid. 
clothing  imported  to  the  eaftward,  committed  to,  345 

to  report  on  encreafing  the  city  guards,  -  347 

directed  refpedling  goods  in  Philadelphia  when  evacuated,  44 1 
to  lay  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  clothing  on  hand, 

and  meafures  taken  for  obtaining  a  fupply,  396 

return  made  by,  -  -  4 16 
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Board  of  war,  commiffioners  of,  falaries  encreafed,  -  430 

to  confift  of  two  members  of  Congrefs,  and  three  others, 

commiffioners,  -  -  449 

a  commiffioner  of,  colonel  R.  H.  Harrifon  chofen,  45.3 

declines  accepting,  _  .  .  479 

two  members  of  Congrefs  chofen  to  attend,  459 

fecretary  of,  major  P.  Scull,  chofen,  -  ibid. 

his  falary,  -  -  -  453 

to  lay  before    Congrefs  a  lift  of  brigadiers  and  batta- 
lions, and  to  v/hat  ftate  belonging,  .  484 
again  made,  amended  and  explained,         -              -         497 
Boats  loft  on  Ohio,  enquiry  to  be  made  refpeding,               -  201 
Bonds,  with  fufficient  fecurity,  to  be  taken  of  all  officers  intruf- 

ted  with  public  money,  -  .  .  109,  154 

Boudiiiot  Mr.   added    to  a  committee  on  returns  of  prifoners  at 

New- York,  -  -  -  287 

Bounty  advanced  by  any  ftate  to  recruits  for  three  years,  Sec.  to 

be  credited  to  the  quota  of  faid  ftate,    126,   138,  268,  309 
to  militia  drafts,  enlifting  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war,  -  .  .  362 

Brevet  commifllons,  to  give  rank  only  in  detachments  and  courts- 
martial,  -  -  -  179 
not  to  entitle  to  p^y,                   -                             -                   ibid. 
Brevets  not  to  be  granted,  except  in  the  line  or  for  eminent  fer- 

vice,  -        _  -  -  -  484 

Brig-  Commerce,  chartered,  taken  by  the  enemy,  to  be  paid  for,     442 
gen.  Gates,  information  of  her  arrival,  and  captain's  death,   386 
Brigadiers,  two  to  be  appointed  for  North-Carolina,  and  one  for 

South-Carolina,  -  -  -  533 

Bright  Mr.   G.  to  fuperintend  making  paper  for  loan-office  cer- 
tificates, -  -  _  .  -  325 
British,  inhumanity  and  meannefs,              *                       -  33 
villainy  and  fal'hood,          -                     -                       -          ibid. 
Broivn  lieutenant  Richard.^  of  convention  Saratoga  troops,  ffiot 

by  a  centinel,  -  -  -  284 

Brown  Dr.  William,   appointed  phyficlan-gcnsral  in  the  middle- 
department,  -  -  -  -  57 
Butler  colonel,  journ-al  of  expedition,  laid  before  Congrefs,               447 
Burke  Mr.  queftion  and  debates  refpecting  his  right  to  a  feat  in 

Congrefs,  -  -  -  175 

on  board  the  pvifon-fhip,  application  from,  and  enquiry  to 
be  made  refpeiling  his  condmSl,  -  -  408 

Burgojne  general,  refolve  refpe£ting  his  charge  of  breach  of  pub- 
lic faith,  -  _  -  7 
embarkation  of  troops  fufpended,          -                  -  8 
report  of  committee  refpeciling,    and  refolves  qf  Con- 
grefs thereon,              -                  -                  -               14,  16 
report  of  committee  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral 

ftates,  and  guards  over  his  troops  encreafed,  19 

paflports  to  be  required  for  tranfporting  proviljons  to 
troops  ofj  -  -  -  2 1 
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Burgoyne  gen.  provlfion  to  be  made  for  troops,  as  mofl  convenient,   79 

letter  addrelTed  to  Congrefs,  -  -  84 

application  in  behalf  of,  by  one  of  his  aids,  90 

liberty  granted  to,  with  others,  to  embark  for  England,     94 

Campbell  John.)  fettled  on  independent  iflands,  requefts  free  trade 

with  thefe  dates,  not  decided  on,  -  -  349 

Canada,  irruption  into  refolved  on,  -  -  -  37 

general-officers  to  conduft  it,  -  -  38 

Cannon,  found  at  Ticonderoga,  return  of  made,         -  -         42 

battering,  and  mortars.  Sec.  to  be  contradled  for,  136 

price  for,  to  be  allowed  to  D.  and  S.  Hughes,  409 

imported  to  the  fouthward,  to  be  fold  to  Virginia  and 

North-Carolina,  -  -  -  410 

brafs,  committee  appointed  refpefting,         -  -  52 

Cargoes,  of  the  fnow  Speedwell  and  others,  directions  refpecling,  314 

Carlisle.)  payment  ordered  troops  there,  -  -  47 

major  Wilfon's  corps  of  guards  there  difcharged,  232 

Carmel  fnow  Ladj  Moimt,  &c.  Portugueze  property,  orders  ref- 

peding,  -  -  -  199 

Carmichael  William^  Efq;  to  be  examined,  refpedling  the  con- 

du6\of  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  &c.  See.  -  398 

attends  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  417 

Cartel,  for  general  exchange  of  prifoness,  to  be  fettled,         -  116 

directions  refpefting,  -  -  -  129 

propofitions  reipe£ling,  -  -  2I& 

commiffioners  refpefting,  to  be  appointed,  -  478 

direftions  refpecting,  -  -  -  ibid. 

negociations  refpedling  inefFeClual,  -  522 

conduft  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  commiffioners  ap- 
proved, _  .  .  ibid. 
proceeding  refpecling,  to  be  pnblifficd,                   -                 ibid. 
Cas-ivell  gov.  to  have  rank  and  pay  as  major-general,  on  provifo,    401 
Cavalry,  recommendation  for  raifing  volunteer  troops  of,          -  92 
brigadier-general  of,  his  pay,             -                   -               160 
"Virginia  to  afford  a  troop  of,  to  join  general  M'Intoffi,  378 
volunteer  corps,  from  Virginia,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to, 

and  allowed  to  return,  _  _  _  325 

commander  of  to  be  appointed,  -  -  326 

not  needed  at  camp,  to  be  fent  where  they  may  be  beft 

fubfifted,  -  -  -  -  382 

compenfation  to  officers  of,  for  extraordinary  expenfes,  446 
brigadier  to   command,   to   be    appointed  from  among 
brigadiers  of  infantry,  -  -  484 

Cent,  per  two   and  an  half,  to  fuperintendants  of  purchafes  in 

Pennfylvania,  -  -  -  71 

two  and  an  half,  to  ftate  commiffioners  of  purchafes 

in  do.  -  _  .  ibid. 

three,  on  all  expenditures  in  the  quarter-mafter  depart- 
ment, -  -  -  -  91 
three,  on  all   expenditures    in  the  commiffary-general 
of  purchafes  department,               -                  -                146 
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Cent,  per  two,  on  interefl;  paid  by  loan-office  commiflloners,  409 

Certificate,  of  oath  of  allegiance,  by  military-officers,  to  be  tranf- 

fnitted  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  -  50 

s,  to  be  ftruck,  for  10,000,000  of  dollars,  -  -       28 

in  pay  of  lottery  prizes,  to  bear  intereft,  -  182 

intereft,  payable  in  France,  bills  of  exchange  to  be 

ftruck  for,  -  -  -  -  212 

paper,  making  for,  Mr.  George  Bright  to  fnperintend,  325 
Mr.  Benjamin  Armitage  to  fnperintend,  -  396 

check-books  of,  to  be   delivered  to  Mr.  T.  Smith, 

and  he  to  pay  intereft  dne,  -  -  409 

fums  received  for,  in  ftate-money,  out  of  circulation, 

order  on,  -  -  -  -  416 

none  but  Congrefs  money  to  be  received  for,  479 

Charafter,  ftrangers  of  fufpicious,  to  be  enquired  refpedling,  61 

C/jarlestown,  South-Carolina^  2000  men  to  be  fent  to  with  all  ex- 

expedition,  -  -  434 

return  of  ftores  in,  laid  before  Congrefs,  462 

Maryland,  ftores  in  to  be  fecured,  -  170 

Chesapeake-Bay,  gallies  there  to  be  named,  -  -  ibid. 

Chevj  hon.  Benjamin,  and  hon.  yohn  Penn,  apllcation  refpe£ling,     103 

difcharged  of  parole,  -  -  207 

Chartered,  merchant  vefTels,  to  be  for  public  fervice,  rather  than 

bouglit,  and  diredlions  refpefcing,  -  -  -  445 

Chinn  Edward,  Efq;  chofen  a  commiffioner  of  accounts  in  the 

northern-department,  -  -  -  -  259 

Circular  letter  refpedling  Britifli  deceptionary  bill,         -  -  241 

refpefting  ratification  of  confederation,         -  288 

Clark  major,  recommended  to  notice  of  Congrefs,  -  -  17 

Clarkson  Mattheiv,  and   John  Clark,   Efqr?;  chofen   auditors  of 

accounts  in  main  army,  -  -  18 

Clay  J.    Efq;   pay-mafter  in  Georgia,  his  account  laid   before 

Congrefs,  -  -  -  -  474 

Clergy,  recommendation  to,  in  behalf  of  foldlei-s  in  the  hofpitals,      10 
to  read  to  their  congregations  the  addrefs  of  Congrefs,       195 
■whether  proper  to   appoint  to  civil  offices  ?  fet  afide  by 
the  previous  quefticn,  _  _  .  304 

Clark,  to  be  provided  for  commiffioners  of  claims,  -  443 

s,  allowed  to  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  army,  and  ■^d.y  al- 
lowed, -  -  -  60 
Clinton  governor,  empowered  and  directed  refpedling  defence  on 

Hudfon's-river,  -  -  -  95 

to  enquire  refpedling  infradlions  of  Saratoga  convention,  206 
conduct  approved  as   commander  of  forts  on  Hodfon's 

river,  -  -  -  -  395 

fir  Henry,  letter  from,  ananfwer  to,  -  -  408 

Chcthier  affiftant,  to  refide  with  the  troops  at  Hudfon's-river,  95 

general,  not  to   remit   money   to  Georgia  till  farther 

orders,  -  -  -  -  137 

with  deputies  fufpended  from  purchafing,  and  to  pre- 
pare tiieir  accounts,  .  .  _  22S 
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Clothier  gen.  or  deputy  to  lay  before  Congrefs  an  invoice  of  goods 

taken  up  in  Philadelphia,  -when  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  286 
to  make  return  of  illues  fince  the  firft  of  Oftober  lall,  345 
report  of  fums  granted  directed  to  be  made  efptcially,  342 
account  of  expenditures,  laid  before  Congrefs,  393 

deputy    in   Georgia,   directed    refpecting    payment   of 
money,  -  -  -  -  -  428 

Clothing,  to  be  furnifhed  to  convalefcents,  -  -  10 

liberty  to  purchafe  in  Philadelphia,  for  our  prifoners 

there  with  the  enemy,  refufed,  -  -  34 

imported  to  the  eaftward,  how  to  be  difpofed  of,  227 

committed  to  the  board  of  war,  -  -  345 

ready  made,  ftored  in  the  eaftern-ftates,  to  be  haftened 

to  camp,  -  -  -  -  376 

applications  from   Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  for  in- 
formation  refpe(il:ing,  -  -  -  396 
advanced  by  agent  clothier  ac  Rhode-Iiland,  condufl 

approved,  -  -  -  -  428 

return  of  clothing  on  liand  in,  and  meafures  for  iupply, 

to  be  laid  before  Congrefs.  -  -  396 

return  made,  -  -  -  -  416 

Conimerct;  brig,  chartered  and  captured,  to  be  paid  for,  442 

Commiffary,  of  Britifh  prifoners,  to  make  a  return  of  thofe  under 

his  care,  -  -  -  34 

iffuing  provifions  at  Hudion's-river,  where  to  draw 

from,  -  -  -  95 

at  Fort- Montgomery,  defer ts  to  the  enemy,  1  I 

general  of  iffues,  deputy  in  northern-department,        435 
major  J.  Gray  appointed,  -  -  435 

of  military-flores,  to  contraft  for  fteel,  -  26 

his  bufinefs,  poAvers,  8cc.  -  -  63 

errors  in  accounts  of  department,  -  259 

of  prifoners,  his  order  a  voucher  for  provifions,  22* 

to  enquire  into  the  treatment  of  prifoners  and  report,     87 
neceffary  contingent  expenfes  to  be  paid,  -  215 

'  to  receive  and  provide  for  prifoners  taken   by  the 

French  fleet,  -  -  -  293 

to  engage  fearnen  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftates,  310 

arrears  of  department-,  fum  granted  to  difcharge,       ibid. 
to   take  due   care  of  exchanged  prifoners  and  keep 

account  of  expenfes,         -  -  -  317 

to  obferve  ftri£tly  the  refolve  refpefting   citizens  of 

the  ftates  taken  in  arms.  Sec.         -  -  359 

not  to  exchange  John  Connolly,  -  ibid, 

to  attend  to  fupply  of  Britidi  prifoners  for  a  time,     464 
to  be  furnilhed  with  a  copy   of  iir  W.  Howe's  let- 
ter, and  -  -  -  ibid. 
with  a  copy  of  refolutions  on  fcditious  papers,  cir- 
culated under  colour  of  flags,          -                -  465 
general  of  purchafes,  empowered  to  import  fait  and 
rum,                  -             ^         -                       -  22 
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CoHimlirary,  deputy  additional  to  be  appointed,  -  23 

propolal  of  adopted  for  tranfporting  provifions  from 

South-Quay,  -  -  -  -  29 

to  afford  rations  to  Britifii  prifoners,  -  34 

afliftant  deputies,    number  of  reduced  by  governor 

Livingfton,  -  -  -        -  208 

refolution  refpefting  to  be  re-confidered,  -  38 

to  fupply  with  provifions  a  company  raifed  in  Wefl- 

moreland,  -  -  -  113 

Jeremiah  Wadfv/orth,  Efq;  chofen,  -  146 

to  furnifli  provifions  to  French  fieet,  -  -  291 

to  purchafe   and  tranfport  20,000   barrels  of  flour 

for  the  army,  -  -  -  353 

to  appoint  an  infpector  of  cattle,  his  duty  and  pay,     364 
not  to  purchafe  damaged  wheat,  and  to  deliver  fuch 

already  purchafed  for  forage,  -  384 

purchafe  made  by  deputy,  on  promife  of  loan-offica 
certificates  in  payment,  cafe  ftated,  refolution  ref- 
peding,  -  -  -  522 

to  fend  a  fpeedy  fupply  to  the  eaftward  for  army  and 

fieet,  -  -  -  414 

department,  committee  appointed  to  revife  fyllem  of,     23 
fyftem  of  regulated,  -  .  .  107 

duty,  power  and  pay  of  thofe  employed  in,  108 

farther  regulations  of,  -  -  14S 

three  per  cent., allowed  on  purchafes,  -  -  Hid. 

farther  regulations  refpeding,  -  150,  155 

amount  of  expenditures  in,  laid  before  Congrefs,  428 
fpeedy  and  vigorous  meafures  to  regulate  neceffary,  466 
a  committee  to  fuperintend,  and  pay  fpecial  atten- 
tion to,  -  .  -  -  Hid, 
Commiflioner  of  claims,  James  Millegan,  Efq";  appointed,  49 
s   of  accounts,  J.  Henderfon,   Eleazer   Wales,  and 

Mofes  Emmerfon,  Efqrs;  chofen,  -  iSid, 

pay  encreafed,  -  -  -  54 

in  France,  to  apply  for  extending  the  furlow  of 

French  officers  in  the  fervlce  of  the  Rates,  75 

to  ff  ttle  accounts  with  houfe  of  Roderique  Hor- 

tales  'cf  Co.  ...  149 

to  treat  with  Indians,  John  "Walker,  Efq;  chofen,       6 
inftrudlions  to,  and  addition  to  number  of,  48 

for  Indian   affairs,   northern-department,   minutes 

referred  to  the  board  of  war,  -  -  307 

to  co-operate  with  general  Gates,  -  246 

of  loan-office,  two  per  cent,  allowed  on  interefl  paid,  409 
to  courts  of  Spain,  Berlin,   Sec.  provifion  for  fup- 

port  of,  -  -  -  190 

to  purchafe  provifions  in  Pennfylvania,  diredions  to,  25 
to  purchafe  flour,   £cc.  in  Pennfylvania,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  that  flate,  -  -  G9 
pay  allowed,  two  and  an  half  per  cent.              -  71 
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Ccmmifl'ioncrs  to  defift  from  purchp.fing,  and  make  return,  158 

*  BritlOideceptionarybill  brought  by,  obfervations  on,  1  64 

letters  from  received,  -  v.-  237 

anfwer  to,  -  -  -  238 

letter  from,  read  in  part,  interrupted,  and  motion 

made  to  proceed  no  farther,  -  -  248 

proceedings  therein,  -  -  250 

anfwer  to,  -  -  -  -  253 

proceedings  refpefling  to  be  publifhed,  254 

letters  received  from,  or  from  their  agents,  to  be 

laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -  287 

declaration  of  Congrefs  refpedling,  -  328 

copy  of  to  be  fent  to,  by  a  flag,  -  -  331 

,  requifition  from,  for  releafe  of  Saratoga  convention 

troops,  -  -  -  ibid. 

declaration  of,  and  requifition  refjjedling  Saratoga 

troops,  .  -  -  .  362 

anfwer  to  requifition,  -  -  -  371 

defign  to  fpread  manifelloes,   Sec.   intelligence  of 

received,  -  -  -  429 
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Connefticut,  418  ;  Mr.  Collins,  Pvhode-Ifland,  456  ;  Mr.  Whipple, 
New-HaiTip[hire,  460  ;  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  Virginia,  465  ;  Mr.  Ellery, 
Rhode-Ifland,  466  ;  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Carmichael,  Mr.  Henry,  Mary- 
land, 476  ;  Mr.  Duane,N.  York,  477  ;  Mr.  Vandyke,  Delaware,  482; 
Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Clingan,  Mr.  Searle,  Pennfylvania,  485  ;  Mr. 
Witherfpoon,  New-Jerfey,  486  ;  Mr.  Froft,  New-Hampdiire,  487  ; 
Mr.  Fell,  New-Jerfe)',  49  9  ;  Mr.  Jay,  New-York,  502  ;  Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke,  North-Carolina,  509  ;  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Root,  Connfticut, 
511  ;  Mr.  Atlee,  Pennfylvania,  524. 

Demere  Monf.  Raymond.,  accounts  approved,  and  payment  ordered, 360 
Deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  South-Carolina,  J.  Lewis  Gervais, 

appointed,  .  .  -  436 

Deferters  or  prifoners  of  war,  not  to  ferve  in  the  army,  -  87 

if  enlifted,  equally  fubjeft  as  others  to  the  articles  of  war,  107" 
recommendation  to  exempt  from  militia  duty.  Sec.  217 

German  volunteers  of,  to  be  formed  into  a  corps,  368 

officers  for  appointed,  .  _  -  ibid. 

plan  laid  afide,  -  -  -  500 

jDe^ro/f,  expedition  againft,  defigned,     -  -  -  245 

laid  afide,  -  -  -  -  305 

De  Ville  Franche  chevalier,  appointed  major  in  engineer  corps,         5 
Ue  MaduityioiiL  du  Plesis,  applauded,  and  appointed  lieutenant- 
colonel,  _  -  _  _  30 
jye  Kermovan  colonel,  free  paffage  to  France,  granted,  96 
D'Arendt  baron  colonel,  furlough  granted  for  a  year,  for  recovery 

of  health,  ...  344 

D-'Estaing,  information  of  arrival  on  the  coaft,  with  a  fleet,  290 

to  be  furniHied  with  pilots,  -  -  ibid. 

Ihips  taken  by,  to  be  purchafcd,  -  346 

future  operations,  conference  refpefting,  to  be  had  with 

fieur  Gerard,  -  -  -  530 

letter  anfwered,  -  .  -  i5id. 

with  officers  and  men  applauded,  -  434 

refolution  refpefting,'  to  be  tranfmitted  by  prefident,      435 

I}e  Fraricej,  Monf.  John  Bap.  &c.  copy  of  powers  given,  143 

agent  for  Roderique  Hortales  and  Co.  122 

De  Gramont  Dutchess.,  invoice  of  cargo  laid  before  Congrefs,  429 

De  Holtzendorff  \i2.row.,  money  advanced  to  enable  to  return  to 

France,  -  -  -  81 

expenfes  to  France  allov/eJ,  -  102 

De  la  Fayette  marquis,  pay  of  his  aids,  -  -  38 

condua  highly  applauded,  -  378 
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De  la  Fajetie^  leave  granted  to  go  to  France,  to  return  as  foon 

as  convenient,  -  -  439 

thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  and  farther  honours  paid,     440 

letters  from,  takes  leave  of  Congrefs,  445 

aids  promoted,  lieutenant-colonels,  447 

De  la  Neuville  Monf.  to  rank  as  major  by  brevet,  309 

the  elder,  appointed  brigadier-general  by  brevet,     428 

certificate  to,  -  -  498 

DifaffeAed  perfons,  not  to  be  embloyed  in  places  of  truft,  report 

refpeding  re-committed,  -  -  .44 

meafures  to  prevent,  from  being  employed,  49 

in  Delaware  ftate  to  be  apprehended,  -  125 

Dragoons,  firft  troop  of  North-Carolina,  officers  appointed  to,         369 

light,  captain  Medici's  company  to  be  paid  and  difmiffed,  500 

Drafts  of  militia  in  the  army,  difpofition  to  enlifl,  expediency  of 

improving,  -  .  -  -  36i- 

Drayton  Stephen^  Efq;   appointed  deputy  quarter-mafier-general, 

in   fouthern-department,  -  _  -  474 

Du  Bouchet  major,  recommended  and  permitted  to  retire  from  fervice,  6 
Du  Cambray  Monf.  to  repair  to  South-Carolina,  with  all  expedition,  438 
Dunlap  Mr.  John,  to  be  employed  to  print  the  journals,  1  82 

Eccleiiallical,  whether  proper  to  appoint  any  of  that  order  to  civil- 
officers,  fet  afide  by  previous  queftion,  -  304 
Embargo,  on  beef  and  pork,  to  be  laid  in  North-Carolina,  68 
general,  on  provifions,                   -                        -                   239 
Pennfylvania   and  N.   Jerfey    to  guard   againft.  being 

eluded,  .  _  .  334 

eluded  in  Maryland,  order  refpecting,  -  383 

to  be  continued,  -  -  -  413 

exemption  from,  in   certain  cafes,  and  under  due  re- 
ftridions,  -  -  -  414 
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Enemy,  commanders  of  veflels  to  exert  thenifelves  agalnft,  84 
aiders  and  abettors  of,  to  be  offered  pardon,  under  cer- 
tain reftriAions,  -  -  -  168 
correfpondence  with,  meafures  to  prevent,  -  254 
appear  off  Egg-Harbour,  -  -  -  415 
conference  to  be  held  Vi'ith  fupreme    executive  council 

of  Pennfylvania,  on  means  of  repelling,               -  ibid, 

information  of  fleet  failing,               -                        -  441 
maffacre   of  Baylor's   regiment  by,   affid-avits  refpecling 

laid  before  Cotigrefs,               ...  444 
veffels  of,  with  mafls  or  naval-'dores  from  Nova-Scotia, 

whole  allowed  to  captors,              _              .              .  507 

ftandards  and  colours  taken  from,  to  be  collected,  263 

Engineer,  Monf.  de  Brahm,  appointed,  with  rank  of  major,  66 
Erhelins  Mr.  thanks  of  Congrefs  given,  for  his  zeal  in  fervice  of 

th°  ftates,               ...                        -  462 
Eftablifhmcnt  of  the  army,  determined,              -                  -  223 
Evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  by  BritiOi,  information  of  received,  259 
Exchange  of  currency,  for  fpecie,  efdmated  at  three  for  one,  74 
adjufted  at  400  per  cent.               -               -               -  122 
of  prifoners,  meafures  to  expedite,                    -  85 
accounts  to  be  fettled,  previous  to,          -              -  ibid. 
to  be  made  without  waiting  to  fettle  accounts,  1 16 
propofitions  refpecling,               _               _               .  2I6 
board  of  war  to  report  the  grounds  on  which  an  ex- 
change has  taken  place,          -              -              -  254 
Expedition  againft  Detroit,  defigned,'              .              .              _  245 
laid  afide,               -                   ...  305 
againfl:  R.  liland,  expenfe  to  be  borne  by  the  ftates,  325 
motion  made,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  failure,  379 
by  colonel  Butler,  to  Unandilla,  &c.  account  of  laid 

before  Congrefs,          -                       .                       .  447 

againft  Chemung,  laid  afide,          -                 -    -  453 

into  Canada  determined,          -                  -                  -  30 
Expenfes  incurred  by  the  ftates,  in  certain  cafes,  to  be  paid  out 

of  the  treafury,                                _                  ,                   _  104 

Enlifting,  ipirit  of  among  militia  drafts,  expediency  of  improving,  36  1 
Falconet'  Mr.  Nathaniel^  fuperintendant  of  purchafing  flour,  &c. 

fufpended,              -                       -                       -                       -  75 

Faft-day,  recommended  to  be  obferved,                       -                       -  99 
Ferguson  Dr.  fecretary  to  Britifti  commiffioners,  paffport  for  re- 

queftcd,               -                        -                        -  243 

refufal  of  paffport  to,  approved,            -                   -  254 

Finance,  Tuefdays  and  Wednefdays  fet  apart  for,              -  331 

Saturdays  for,  added,              -                       -                  -  332 

committee,  to  confider  the  ftate  of,  and  of  money,  358 

report  of  committee  on,  taken  into  confideration,  395 

amendment  propofed,  referred  to  committee,  428 

refumed,          -                   -                        -                        -  449 

to  be  proceeded  on  every  day,  at  one  o'clock,  466 
report  of,  taken  into  confideration,              -                  -5  13 
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Finance,  15,00'0,000  of  dollars  to  be  railed  by  taxes,  and  v/hole 
emiffionsof  May  20th,  1777,  and  April  11th,  1778, 
to  be  called  in,  5  1  3 

emilTions  called  in,  to  be  received  in  taxes  and  for  cer- 
tificates, -  -  -        518,  519 
farther  proceedings  on,           -                   -  -  530 
motion  that  bills  of  called  in  emiffions  brought  in  for 

exchange,  bear  intereft  till  re-paid,  fet  afide,  531 

6,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  paid  annually  in  taxes  for  18 

years,  -  -  -  -        536 

farther  refolves  refpeding,  -  -  537 

Flag,  abufe  of,  by  Britifh,  -  -     _  -  429 

order  taken  thereon — flags  not  to  proted  villainy,  430 

Fleet  French,  when  appearing  on  the  coaft,  to  be  Informed  of  a 

Britiili  fleet,  deftined  for  thefe  coafls,  286 

arrival  of,  and  to  be  furnifhed  pilots,  290 

general  Walhington  to  co-operate  with,  -  ibid. 

of  the  enemy,  appear  off  Bofton,  -  -  384 

Flour,  to  be  imported  into  eaflern-diftrlct,  from  middle  and  fou- 

thern,  -  -  _       -  -  22 

30,000  barrels  to  be  purchafed  and  laid  up,  -         -         25 

&c.  to  be  purchafed  in  Pennfylvanla,  -  69,  70 

20,000  barrels  to  be  tranfported  by  fea  from  middle  to  eaf- 

tern-diftria,  -  -  -  353 

Folger  capt.  John.^  blank  packet  brought  by,         -  -  19 

confined,  and  enquiry  refpedllng,  ordered  to  be 

made,  -  -  -  ibid. 

acquitted,  permitted  to  go  home   and   expen- 

fes  borne,  -  -  -  196 

compenfated  for  fervice.  Sec.  -  225 

Forage,  wheat  not  to  be  purchafed  for,  except  In  vicinity  of  camp, 

and  on  particular  emergencies,  -  -  240 

bad  Avheat  already  purchafed,  and  offals,   to  be  for  that 

ufe,  .  .  -  -      ibid, 

wheat  not  to  be  purchafed  for,  by  any  perfon,  445 

where  not  to  be  purchafed,  at  reafonable  rates,  how  to 

be  obtained,  .  ,  _  494 

Foreign  fea-officers,  not  needed,  -  -  19^ 

affairs,  to  be  taken  into  confideration,  -  333 

motion,  refpeding  keeping  fecret,  made  and  caried,  336,337 

Forman  colonel,  requefts  a  guard  to  his  fait  works,  -  48 

brigadier-general,  accounts  to  be  fettled,  -  -        78 

Fortification,    memorial    on    general    fyftem  of  for  the    United 

States,  by  general  du  Portail,  laid  before  Congrefs,  4S0 

Fouquet  Mefl"rs.  father  and  fon  engaged  in  fervice,  and  given  rank,  27 
Fra?ice,   court  of,    to  be  applied  to,  to  lengthen  furlough  to  offi- 
cers in  fervice  of  the  ftates,  -  -  74 
Franklin  Dr.  Benjamin,  appointed  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the 

court  of  France,  -  -  385 

Franks  David,  commifTary  for  Bfitifii  prifoners,  forbid  to  jiego- 
ciatc  bills,  -  -:  -  33,  34 
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Franks  David,  to  be  arrefted  and  confined,  -  439 

refolutions    refpedling,  to  be  fent   to  fir  Henry- 
Clinton,  -  -  ibid> 
allowed  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  his  brother,  449 
cafe  referred  to  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pcnn- 
fylvania,                       -                       -                        463 
French  to  be  confidered  and  treated  as  brethren  and  allies,  189 
Frigate  Virginia,  lofs  of,  infonnation  received  of,                -                146 
caufe  to  be  enquired  into,                          *                    159 
Frontier  weflern,  proviiion  made  for  defence  of,                   -                183 
farther  meafures  for  defence  of,                       -           292 
companies  raifed  for  defence  of,  to  be  continued, 

and  encouragement  to,  -  -  460 

troops  there,  provifion  to  be  afforded,  -  472 

independent  companies   raifed  for  defence,  to  be 

incorporated  with  col.  Hartley's  regiment,  514 

Fire-fliips,  Sec.  to  be  employed  againft  the  enemy  at  R.  Ifland,  325 

Gallies  in  Ghefapeake-Bay  to  be  manned,  -  170 

Gavibicr  Britifh  admiral,  requifition  of  pilot  and  crew  of  the  flag 

of  fedition,  not  to  be  complied  with,  -  465 

letter  from,  read,  and  committed,  -  452 

anfwer  to,  -  -  489 

Gaming,  horfe-racing,  flage-plays.  Sec.  to  be  fuppreffed,  -         423 

Gaudy  'Jacobs  pardoned,  -  -  -  316 

Gardoqui  and  fons,  goods  fhipped  by,  -  -  476 

Gates  general,  to  be  enquired  of,  whether  he  can  go  to  camp,  30 

command  on  Hudfon's'-river,   committed  to  ;  and 

empowered  accordingly,  -  i53i 

inftru6lions  to,  -  -  161 

to  afford  protcdion  to  Oneida  Indians,  184 

to  command  in  eaftern-diftrift,  -  440 

to  be  furniflied  with  the  refolution  refpeftihglord 

Balcaras,  -  -  445 

Georgia,  currency  of  flate,  called  in,  and  replaced  by  continental,     80 

ftate  attended  to,  -  -  230 

loan  to,  to  be  completed,  -  276 

deputy  judge-advocate,  to  be  appointed  there,  if 

ncceffary,  -  -  471 

invaded,  information  received,  -  522 

General  Gates,  brig,  account  of  her  fafe  arrival,  and  captain's 

death,  -  -  -  '        386 

German  corps,  to  be  formed  of  deferters,  -  368 

plan  laid  afide,  -  -  500 

Gervais  J.  Lewis,  Efq;   appointed  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in 

South-Carolina,  -  -  436 

Gist,  col.  Nathaniel,  inftruftions  to,  refpefting  treating  with  In- 
dians, -  -  -  98  ■ 
Gold  and  filver,  limitation  of  prices  of,  to  be  taken  off,          -           420 
Goods,    Sec.  in  Philadelphia  when  evacuated  by  the  Britifh,  pro- 
perty of,  to  be  afcertained,                  -                   302 
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Goods  Sec.  in  Philadelphia,  report  of  committee  refpecl:lng,  taken 

into  conlideration,  -  -  383 

ftate  of  fafts  in  the  committee's  report,  referred  to 

a  committee  of  three,  -  -  403 

board  of  war,  diredled  refpedling,  and  committee 

on,  encreafed,  -  -  441 

report  of  committee,  brought  In  and  read,  504 

Gcrdon  Charles,  in  Delaware  ftate,  to  be  apprehended  and  fecured,    125 

Grants,  New-Hamp!hire,  affairs  refpecting,  time  appointed  to 

confider,  -  -  -  -  390 

Gray  major  James,  appointed  deputy  commifTary-general  of  iffues 

in  the  northern-department,  -  435 

Grayson  colonel,  appointed  commlfTioner  of  the  board  of  war  and 

ordnance,  -  -  504 

Green  colonel  John,  his  expenfes,  for  keeping  two  horfes,  to  be 

defrayed,  -  -  _  332 

Greene  major-general,  appointed  quarter-mafter-general,  90 

Greene  William,  Efq;   information  of  his   appointment  as  gover- 
nor of  Rhode-Ifland,  8cc.  -  222 
Guineas,  500,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  360 
Hamilton,  governor  of  Detroit,  excites  the  favages  to  invade  the 

flates,  -  -  -  244 

Hancock,  fliip  of  war,   proceedings  of  a    court-martial  refpefting 

the  lofs  of,  laid  before  Congrcfs,  -  518 

/A-znc/ brigadier-general,  to  tranfmit  provifions  to  theOrkanfas,  78- 

Harding  captain  Scth,  Kfq;  appointed  captain  of  the  frigate  Con- 
federacy, -  -  -  40  1 
i/fl;j66'r  cS' Co.  memorial  from,  committed,               -                   -  356 
report,  refpecling,  taken  into  confideration  and  poff- 

poned,  -  -  -  384 

Hartley  colonel,  regiment  to  be  recruited,  -  -  66 

permitted  to  recruit  in  Pennfylvania,  -  149 

regiment,  addition  to,  and  added  to  the  Pennfyl- 
vania line,  -  -  -  5  14 
//i7Tan?2fl.^,  governor  of,  letter  anfwered,              -                  -              447 
Hazard  Fbenezer,  Efq;  to  be  affifled  in  collefting  materials  for  a 

hiflory  of  the  prefent  war,  &C.  -  -  299 

Heath  general,  to  order  tents  to  be  provided,  -  -  11 

conduft  approved  refpeiEling  major-general Pigot's  propofals,2  17 

conduft    approved,    refpefting    the   death    of  lieutenant 

Brown,  of  convention  troops,  -  -  284 

Henrv  governor,  of  Virginia,  authorized  to  appoint  conimiUioners 

to  treat  with  weftern  Indians,  -  -  17 

He%vss  Mr.  commercial  agent,  to  give  account  of  property  that 

came  into  his  hands,  _  _  -  402 

accounts  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  payment  of  balance 

ordered,  -  -  -  411 

■,  Hides,  commiflary  department  of,  abiifes  in,  complained  of,  162 

department,  to  be  managed  by  b(  ;nii  of  war,  -  ibid. 

a  proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  to  fuperlntend,  pro  tern.      201 
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Hillegas  Michael.^  Efq;  loan-office  certificates  figned  by,  valid,       342 
chofen  treafurer,  -  -  -  45" 

Hodgson   and  Sro'.un,  prifoners,    pray   for   indulgence,   direfted 

where  to  apply,  -  -  -  35  3 

Haggard  Mr.  T/jiirmer,  opinion  of  fuperintendants,  Sec.  in  Vir- 
ginia to  be  had  refpecting,  -  -  145 
Hooper  John,  foldier  in  general  Pulafki's  corps,  to  be  delivered 

up  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  -  .  .  390 

Hopkinson  Francis,  Elq;  chofen  treafnrer  of  loans,  -  307 

Horfe-racing,  gaming,  llage-plays,  8cc.  earneil:  recommendations 

to  the  dates  to  fuppreis,  -  -  424 

Horfes  unneceffary,  not  to  be  kept  at  camp,  -  -  3S3 

purchafed  by  order  of  colonel  Hartley,  to  be  paid  for,  463 

Holpitals,  linen  and  blankets  to  be  afforded  to,  by  clothier-general,      1 0 

member  of  Congrefs,  appointed  to  vifit,  -  ibid, 

doflors  Shippen    and  Rufli  to  be  examimed  refpedling 

abufes  in,  -  -  -  ibid, 

fick  in,  return  of,  laid  before  Congrefs,  -  422 

department,  letters  refpecting,  committed,  -  41 

doclors  Shippen  and  Rufli,  to  be  examined,  refpecting,      ibid. 
regulations  refpecting,  -  -  -  5  5 

middle.  Dr.  Charles  M'Knight  appointed  furgeon-general,  80 
Dr.  William  Brown,  appointed  phyfician-general,  57 

fecretary  and  pay-mafter,  falary  encreafed,  -  -  80 

deputy  diredlor-general  of,  to  defray  cxpenfes  of  foldiers 
taken  fick  on  march,  -  -  438 

Houston  governor,  of  Georgia,  difference  between,  and  major-ge- 
neral Howe,  decided  on,  -  -  229 
Hoive  major-general,  to  repair  immediately  to  general  Wafliing- 

ton's  head-quarters,  ...  395 

lord,  Sec.  letters  from,  received,  -  -  237 

anfwered,  -  -  -  -  23S 
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J.  r-  ,    •     .,      ^-empowered  to  adminilter,     58,59 

auditors  or   accounts  m  the  f 

army,  J 

Oeconomy  public,  enjoined,  -  -  S84 

Oellers   Meffrs.    James^   zn^  •  Henry    Horn,   petition   refpe£ling 

fchooner  anfwered,  -  -  -  -  411 

Officer  commanding  a  department  of  the  army,  to  determine  ref- 

pefting  rations  to  be  iffued,  -  -  356 

Officers,  milit  ;ry,  in  land  fervice  allowed  pay  while  in  captivity, 

or  cu  parole,  -  -  -  29,  295 

of  flyiiig  camp,  and  militia,  allowed  pay  and  rations  dur- 
ing captivity,  .  _  _  ibid, 
French,  detained  on  promife,  circumftances  to  be  enquired 

into,  -  -  -  53 

report  refpeftlng-,  expcnfes  to  be  defrayed,  -  60 

French,  in  fervice  of  the  ftates,  court  of  France  to  be  ap- 
plied to,  to  extend  furloughs,  on  requifition,  -  75 
appointed  in  count  Pulalki's  corps,  -  -  159 
fupernumerary  of  North-Carolina,  to  return  there,  227 
direftions  refpefting,  _  -  .  jSid, 
appointed  by  N.  Carolina,  and  not   annexed   to  ftanding 

army,  not  to  be  confidered  in  fervice  of  the  ftates,  iMd. 

horfes  killed  in  battle  to  be  paid  for,  -  318 

commanding  poft  loft  on  Hudfon's-river,  acquitted,  341 

regimental,  ordered  on  extra  bufinefs,  allowed  for  expenfes,  369 
not  authorized  to  keep  horfes   at  camp,  not  to  keep  any 
within  forty  miles  of  the  main  army,  tho'  at  their  own 
expenfe,  _  .  -  383 

of  firft  Pennfylvania  regiment,  requeft  Rev.  Mr.  Blackwel 
A  to  be  continued  as  furgcon  to  faid  regiment,  385 

commanding  regiments,   to  be  anfwev  for  money  paid  on 

their  recommend;:ition  to  thofe  commanding  companies,    393 
ever  amenable  to  civil  authority,  -  229,  415 

all  ftriftly  enjoined  to  difcourage  vice  and  profanity,  423 

aciing,    promoting,    or    frequenting    ftage -plays,    to    be 

caftiiered,  -  -  -  432 

and  fcldiers,  taken  fick  on  march,  provifion  made  for,         438 
on  parole,  fummoned  to  New-York,  -  472 

fupernumerary,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  and  provifion  for,    483 
pay  allowed  to,  to  be  made  up  in  pay-rolls  of  regimental 
pay-mafters,  ■  -  -  5O6 
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Officers  returned  from  captivity,  to  rank  as  tho'  they  had  not 

been  captured,  on  provifo,  -  -  48w 

to  receive  pay,  on  new  eftablifhmcnt,  from  the  time  of  ap- 
pointment by  ftate  they  belong  to,  -  -  489 
new  form  of  commifTion  to,  -  -  -  507 
naval,  not  in  aftual  fervice,  entitled  to  pay,  but  not  to  ra- 
tions or  fubfiftance  money,  -  -  29,  118 
refolution  refpe6tlng,  to  be  reconndered,  -  31 
referred  to  a  committee,  -  -  ^^ 
captured,  allowed  pay   while    in  captivity  or  on  parole  ; 

and  rations,  with  deduftion,  during  captivity,  118 

amenable  for  lofs  of  fhlps,  -  -  -  ^^^ 

foreign,  not  needed,  -  -  -      .  ^"^"" 

in  military-ftore  department,  to  have  no  rank,  artillery 

artificers  excepted,  -  -  "  ^^J 

artillery  artificers  to  have  rank  only  in  own  corps,  _      _      ibid. 
ftaff,  fupernumerary,  general  Gates  empowered  to  difmifs,  262 
Ohio,  lofs  of  boats  on  to  be  enquired  refpedlng,  -  201 

Oneida  Indians,  Sec.  to  be  proteded,  -  -  ^84 

Operation,  plan  of,  for  next  campaign,  to  be  formed,  159 

Ordnance  board,  fubordinate  appointed,  -  •     'd  -i        ^^ 

Oster  Mr.  Martin,    appointed  vice-conful  of  France,  in  Phila- 

delphia,  -  -  -  ■        .  ^*^^ 

O^wfl/J  lieutenant-colonel,  in  artillery  corps,  begs  leave  to  relign  ; 

proceedings  thereon,  -  -  "'^^ 

Packet  blank,  by  captain  Folger,  _  .  -  19 

boats  to  be  provided,  -■  -  -  181,  186 

Pardon  recommended  to  be  offered,  to  aiders  and  abettors  of  the 

enemy,  -  -  -  168 

extended  to  Jacob  Rhoads  and  Jacob  Gandy,  316 

Parke  Dr.  and  Morton,  to  be  apprehended  and  confined,  91 

Theophilus,  appointed  lieutenant  in  artillery  artificer  regi- 
ment, -  -  "       .  ^^^ 
Parole,  violation  of,  countenanced  by  comnianding-officer  in  New- 
York,               -                    .                  -                  -  386 
granted  to  general  Burgoyne  and  others,  officers,  94 
granted  to  officers  of  convention  troops,  by  deputy  oom- 
milTary  of  prifoners,  information  of,  and  order  thereon,    417 
-^              fufpeded  to  be  granted  for  bribes,  enquiry  to  be  made,      445 
Paffes  to  go  within  the  enemy's  lines,  to  be  granted  only  by  Con- 

grefs  or  commander  in  chief,  -  -  3jI 

to  be  granted  by  executive  authority  of  ftates,  350 

PafTport  granted  to  Mrs.  Prevoft,  brigadier's  lady,  ^  -  1S4 

to  be  required  of  Britilh  general  for  tranfporting  pro- 

vifions,  &c.  by  Avater,  to  convention  troops,  382,  431 

Fatten  Mr,  Robert,  allowance  to  for  fervice,  -  535 

Pay,  one  month  extraordinary  allowed  to  the  army,  doubts  ref- 

pefting  refolved,  -  -      _  ■  ' " 

additional,  ordered  to  officers  appointed  previous  to  Oaober 
7th,  1777,  ...  489 

Pay-mafter  to  be  appointed  In   Rockingham,  Virginia,   and   at 
Fort-Pitt,  -  -  -  -  ^83 
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Pay-mafler,  deputy  in  Georgia,  directions  to,  -  -         428 

Pay-maHcrs,  adjutants,  Sec.  regulations  refpefting,  -  484 

Pay-rolls,  monthly,  to  be  made,  and  copies  kept,  -  r  54 

Peck  William^  Efq;   appointed  deputy  adjutant-general  to  troops 

at  Rhode-Illand,  confirmed,  _  .  .  335 

PembeKton  Israel^  and  others,  confideration  of  memorial  from, 

poflponed,  -  -  -  -  5 

Penn  John,  apf)lication  refpefting,  -  -  103 

and  Benjamin  Chew,  Efq;  to  be  difcharged  from  parole,  208 
Pennsjhania,  fpirit  of  inhabitants  applauded,  -  -  27 

300,000   dollars   advanced  to  the  prefident  of,  to 
purchafe  provifions,  -  -  66 

direclions  to  the  prefident,  Sec.  of,  refpedling  pur- 
chafing,  -  -  -  69 
fuperintendants  to  purchafe  provifions  in,  appointed 

by  the  board  of  war,  -  -  '  ibid. 

fupreme  executive  council  of,  urged  to  exertion,  in 

forwarding  fupplies  to  the  army,  -  8  1 

board  of  war    to  appoint  perfons  in,  to  purchafe 

meat  and  forage,  -  -  ibid, 

fupreme  executive  council  of,  requeft  papers  from 

Congrefs,  -  -  -  76 

executive  council   requefted  to   forward  fupply  of 

provifion,  -  -  -  118 

complaint  by,  caufe  of,  removed,  -  -  119 

to  be  credited  for  recruits  receiving  bounty  from 

faidftate,  -  -  -  126 

requefted  to  fpare  failors  to  man  gallies  in   Chefa- 

peake-Bay,  -  -  171 

to  be   requefted  to  furnifti  bounty  to  recruits  for 

colonel  Proftor's   regiment,  -  -  368' 

application  from,  for  pay  for  clothing  purchafed,      274 
prefident  of,  to  be   furnilhed  with  return  of  troops 

of  that  ftate,  -  -  503 

independent  companies  raifed  in,  [fee  frontier.] 
Penfion   allowed  to  foldiers  maimed  or  difabled,  and  regulations 

refpefting,  _  _  _  402 

to  Monf.  Toufard,  -  -  -  447 

Pequea  creek,  furvcy  of  to  be  made,  -  -  149 

Philadelphia.)  when   evacuated  by  the  enemy,  proper  rare  to  be 

taken  of  goods,  till  property  be  afcertained,  236 

evacuation  of,  information  received,  -  25  9 

adjournment  of  Congrefs  to,  from  York-town,  2  67 

anniverfary  of  Independence  to  be  celebrated  in,        ibid. 
Congrefs  meet  in,  -  -  284 

property  of  goods  in,  when  evacuated,  how  afcer- 
tained, .  .  _  302 
PiVf  jForf,  provifion  for  defence  there,                -                       -  183 
treaty  to  be  held  at  with  weftern  Indians,               -                       235 
Plays,  ftage  and  theatrical  entertainments,  officers,  military  or  ci- 
vil, under  Congrefs,  encouraging  or   frequenting  to  be 
caihiered,              -                      -                      -                      4  32 


I  N  D  E  X. 

PAGJ 

Plombard  fieur,  appointed  conful  of  France  in  South-Carolina,       459 
Prescot  major-general,  to  be  exchanged  for  general  Lee,  129 

Prevost  Mrs.  wife  of  brigadier,  pafTport  granted,  185 

Prifoners,  at  New-York,  the  number,  and  barbarous  treatment  of,     32 
Britidi,  different  treatment  of,iby  the  Americans,  34 

privileges  heretofore  granted,  to  be  abridged,    '  ibid. 
conduct  towards,  in  future,  to  be  regulated  by 
the  condudl  of  the  enemy  towards  prifoners 
with  them,  -  -  35 

C resolved,  but  never  reduced  to  practice.) 
treatment  of,  by  the  enemy,  manifcfto  of,  to  be  prepared,      36 
exchange  of,   meafures  to  exp-dite,  -  85 

received  in  exchange,   to  be    examined  refpe£ling  the 

enemy's  treatment  of  prifoners,  -  -        87 

ftate,  at  Winchefter,  delivered  to  executive  council  of 

Pennfylvania,  -  -  -  113 

to  be  exchanged,  without  waiting  for  accounts  fettled,    1  16 
not  to  be  admitted  as  fabftitutes,  -  -  217 

taken  by  French  fleet,  commifTary  of  prifoners  to  re- 
ceive, &c.  .  .  - 
feamen,  efFedlive,  exchanged,  to  be  engaged  for  na\y, 
"with   enemy,   eflimate  of  accounts  due  from,  for  clo- 
thing, Sec.  to  be  examined, 
Britifli,  abettors,  letter  from,  laid  before  CoHgrefs, 
,                 officers,  with  the  enemy,  money  advanced  to,  to  be  fet- 
tled in  their  accfounts. 
Promotions,  regulation  refpeding,   . 
Provifion,  term,  fubftituted,  in  place  of  eftabliOinjent, 
for  officers,  alter  the  war,  debated, 
half-pay,  during  life,  allowed, 
redeemable  by  paying  a  fum  equal  to  lix  years  and 

a  half,  -  -  -  175 

farther  debates  refpefting,  -  198,203 

half-pay  for  feven  years,  with  provifo,  refolved  on,   207 

Provifions,    to  be  purchafed  in  Pennfylvania,  -  70 

to  be  tranfported  by  water,  from  middle  and  fouthern 

to  eaftern  ftates,  -  -  -  170 

and  purchafes  to  the  fouthward  to  be  examined  and 

reported,  -  -•  -  1R5 

exportation  of,  by  fea,  from  middle  to  eaftern  ftates,      3b6 
for  the  army,  difficulty  of  obtaining,  by  reaibn  of  en- 

groffers,  -  -  -  412 

feizure    recommended,     of    large    quantities     v.'ith- 

held,  -  -  413,  41-1 

for  army  and  French  fleet,  to  be  tranfported  1  y  iVa,    4    4 

damaged,  Fort-Pitt,  information  of,  -  -^ '^  i 

magazines  of,  to  be  laid  up,  for  Vveflern-diftricl,  4'^ 5 

Pulaski   count,  to  raife  an  independent  corps  of  horie  and  foot,        I  :7 

flate  of  legion  to  be  enquired  into  and  reported,  "  '  1 

to  proceed  with  legion  to  Trenton,  -  -        .     .i 

to  repair  with  his  legion  inftantly  to  Princeton,  ^s.  J 
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Pulaski^  complalnc  againfl,  -  -  -         412 

to  be  enquired  into,  -  -  415 

to  proceed  with  legion  to  Egg-Harbour,  -  416 

letters  and  papers  from,  referred  to  board  of  war,  44 1 

Purcell  Hertjy,  Efq;  appointment  as  deputy  judge  advocate-general 

in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,   approved  of,  -  76 

Purchafes  farther,  of  clothing,  by  clothier-general,  fufpended,         226 
made  by  J.  Wadfworth,  laid  before  Congrefs,  428 

made  by   Mr.  Colt,  account  of  to  be  tranfniitted  to 

board  of  treafury,  .  .  _  437 

made  on  promife  of  loan-office  certificates  for  payment, 
cafe  ftated,  and  report  of  committee  thereon,  agreed 
to,  -  ~  -  522,  523 

Pynchcon  Mr.  William.,  letter  refpeAing  money  referred  to  board 

of  treafury,  -  -  436 

directed  to  pay  to  J.  Wadfworth,  com- 
miffary-general  of  purchafes,  444 

Quarter-mafter  to   be   appointed  in  Rockingham,    Sec.  Virginia, 

and  at  Fort-Pitt,  -  -  -  183 

Quarter-mafters,  pay-mafters.  Sec.  regulations  refpecling,  484 

Quarter-mafler-general,  ordered  to  render  an  account  of  his  ex- 
penditures, -  -  -  45 
to  give  affiflance  in  removing  military-ftores,  64 
deputies  and  agents  to  proceed  vigoroufly,  77 
major-general  Greene  appointed,  -  91 
afTiIlarits,  John  Cox  and  Charles  Pettit,  Efqrs;  ap- 
pointed, -  .  _  ibid. 
diredled  refpeding  forage,  -  -  384 
to  pay  for  horfes  purchafed  by  order  of  colonel 

Hartley,  -  -  -         463 

deputy  in  the  fouthern-departraent,  Stephen  Dray- 
ton, Efq;  appointed,  -  474 
department,  plan  for  carrying  into  immediate  ex- 
ecution the  bufinefs  of,               -                        -         55 
proper  perfons  for,  to  be  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee at  camp,              -                       -                  -         60 
new  arrangement  of,  adopted,                    -  91 
immediate  returns  of  the  ftate  of,  to  be  made  by 

general  Mifflin,  -  -  92 

frauds  and  abufes  In,  information  of,  453 

ftriA  enquiry-to  be  made  refpetting,  ibid, 

neceffity  of  fpeedy  and  vigorous  meafurestoregulate, 466 
committee  appointed  to  fu|>erintend,  and  pay  con- 
ftant  attention  to,  -  -  ibid, 

Qiicftion  not  to  be  put  on  the  whole,  when  each  paragraph  lias 

been  debated  and  agreed  to,  -  161 

whether  a  rcfolution  entered  on   the  minutes,  may  be 

fubjeft  to  further  amendment  ?  -  153 

whether  a  motion  made,  may  be  fet  afide,  becaufe  not 
according  to  the  order  of  the  day  ?  -  449 

Quota  of  troops  to  be  raifcd  by  each  ftate,  -  86 
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Quota  of  expenfe,  flates   to    be  credited   in,  for  bounty  to  re- 
cruits, ...  126,    138 
Raleigh,  fliip  of  war,  proceedings  of  court-martial  refpe£llng-  lofs 

of,  laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -•  -  318 

Rank  in  the  army,  not  entitled  toby  appointment  on  the  civil  ftaff,  230 
rules  to  determine,  -  -  -  483 

allowed  to  pay-mafters.  Sec.  taken  from  the  line,  484 

difputes  refpefting,  to  be  determined  by  commander  in  chief,  435 
Rations  retained,  pay  for,  ordered  to  militia,  -  29,  232 

Cjuantity  and  kind  of,  to  be  determined  by  the  command- 
ing-officer, -  -  -  355 
Read  James,  Efq;  chofen  commiffioner  of  navy-board  in  middle- 
department,                  -               -                       -                  -                460 
Regiment,  col.  Proftor's  determined  to  belong  to  Pennfylvania,     367 
colonel  Hartley's  annexed  to  Pennfylvania  line,  5  14 
to  be  raifed  in  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  non-com- 
miffioned  officers  providing  themfelves  arms  Sec.  to 
be  allowed  for,  as  fpecified,                         -                     252 
Regulation  of  prices,  fufpenlion  or  repeal  of  laws  fixing,  recom- 
mended,                 -                               -                              -  236 
Remonftrance  from  Northampton,  Virginia,  referred  to  board  of  war,  89 
Resignations,  List   of,  viz. 

Brigadier-general  Spencer,  -  -  -  22 

Jacob  Rush,  Efq;  deputy  fecretary,  -  -  42 

Dr.  Benjamin  Ruili,  phylician-general  to  hofpitals,  "45 

Colonel  E.  Stevens,  -  -  -  46 

Lieutenant-colonel  baron  HoltzendqrfF,  -  \    -h'r! 

Brigadier-general  de  Roche  Fermoy,  -  "  5  * 

Mr.  Carter  commiffioner  of  accounts  in  the  northern-department,  49 
Colonel  John  Chandler,  -  -  62 

Brigadier-general  Wilkinfon,  -  -  97 

Colonel  William  Cooke,    12th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  98 

Dr.  Ami.  Ruk.  Cutter,  -  -  102 

Captain  William  Nichols,  -  -  105 

y.  Tczfwe//,  Efq;  continental  agent  in  Virginia,     -  112 

John  ^ewezef,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  accounts  at  the  board  of  trea- 

furv,  -  -  -  116 

Colonel  Webb,  -  -  .  -  121 

Brigadier-general  Learned,  -  -  122 

Colonel  Charles  Lewis,  14th  Virginia  regiment,  -  128 

Brigadier-general  Wilkinfon,  -  -  130 

Colonel  Thomas  Dyer,         -  -  -  147 

Joseph  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;   member  of  the  board  of  war,  159 

Elias  Boudi7iot,  Y,{(i;   commiiTary-general  of  prifoners,  160 

Major-general  Conway,  -  -  176 

Colonel  A.  M'Clenaghan,  7th  Virginia  regiment,  -  201 

Captain  Robert  Smith,  fecretary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  248 
Jonathan  X^umbull,  jun.  Efq;  pay-mafter  in  the  northern-depart- 
ment, .  .  _  308 
Matthew  Clarkson,  Efq;  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  army,  323 
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Captain-lieutenant  George  Cottnam,  Ifl  regiment  of  Pennfylvania 
■'  artilT(-ry,  -  -  -  380 

Joseph  Noiirse^  E^q;   feCretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance,  390 

John   Wharton,  Efq;  member  of  the  navy-board   in   the  middle-  , 

department,  -  -  -  403 

James  Stark,  Efq;   ditto,  -  -  -  408 

Ditto,  lottery  manager,  -  409 

Lieutenant-colonel  Monf.  ae  Vrigney,  -  -  439 

T.  B.  Girardeau,  deputy  commiffary-general   of  iffues  in    South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  -  -  -  447 
Captain  Mansfield,                             -                            -  464 
Lieutenant  Phineas  Pierce,                           -                           -              466 
Lieutenant-colonel  Bird,  of  Baylor's  Dragoons,                          -         479 
Lieutenant  J.  F.  Morris,  of  colonel  ProAor's  reg-iment  of  artil- 
lery,                 -                   -                             -                             -               492 
Major  count  Montfort,  of  general  Pulalki's  corps,                     -       495 
Lieutenant  John  Carter,                  -                           -                             4'99 
Refignations,  general  Sullivan  empowered  to  accept,         -              410 
Retaliation  ordered  for  Britifh  inhumanity  and  cruelty,  35 
order  for,  renewed,                     -                            -               305 
Reynolds  Mrs.  and  female  fervants,   permitted  to  go  to  Europe, 

Rhode-Ifland  or  New-York,  -  -  465 

Rhoads  Jacob,  ■^■a.xdLonzi^,  -  -  -        316 

Rhode-Island,  troops  to  be  kept  at,  -  -  21 

provifion  made  for  relief  of,  -  248 

farther  provifion  for  relief  of,  -  26-8 

Expedition  againfl:,  expenfe  of,  to  be  borne  by  the  ftates,  325 

Rcetn  be  purchafed  in  South-Carolina,  for  the  French  fleet,  513 

Rickman  Dr.  William,  acquitted,  -  -  100 

Robcrdeau  Mr.  fort  built  by,  board  of  war  to  report  refpefting,     262 
Rode'-lqiie  fliip,  cargo  of,  needed  articles  to  be  purchafed,  287 

Rogers  major  Nicholas,  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  507 
Ross  John,  Efq;   in  France,  accounts  to  be  fettled,  -  314 

Pvules  for  bc;tter  conduiSling  the  buiinefs  of  Congrefs,  agreed  on,  220 
Rum,  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  verted  with  power  to  im- 
port, -  -  -  -  22 
Rush  Dr.  to  be  fent  for,  and  letter  from,  committed,                           41 
report  of  committee,  and  orders  thereon,               -                 5  6 
char£^-es  by,  ag-ainft  Dr.  Shippen,  direftor-general  of  the 

hofpital-department,  -  -        133 

committee  appoint-d  thereon,  and  powers  given,  134 

Salt,  of  Mr.   Gerrard  Bcekman,  to  be  feized  for  the  army,  20 

petre,  fulphur  and  lead,  L.  Jarvis  account  to  for,  -  9 

commilTarv-general  of  purchafes  empowered  to  import,  22 

Scarnrntl  colonel  Alexander,  appointed  adjutant-general,  9 

Schooner  Duck  Creek  Packet,  United  States  not  to  bear  the  lofs  of,4I  I 

Schujler  major-general,  urges  a  fpeedy  enquiry  into  his  conduft,      31 

court-martial  for  trial  of,  &c.  ordered,  -  54 

proceedings  of,  laid  before  Congrefs,  -       429 

confirmed  and  publication,  ordered,  497 
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Scull  major  Petcr.^  chofen  fecretary  to    board    of  War  find  ord- 
nance, -  -  -  459 
accepts,                  -                       -                   -  462 
Seagrove   James,   merchant,  Philadelphia,    intercepted  letter  to, 

laid  before  Gongrefs,  -  -475 

Seal  for  treafury  and  navy  to  be  prepared,  -  407 

Seamen,  bounty  not  to  be  (lopped  out  of  their  wages,  -  1  3 

exchanged  to  be  engaged  in  fervice,  -  310 

encouragement  to,  -  -  472 

Searle  James,  Efq;  chofen  member  of  navy-board,  in  middle-de- 
partment, -  -  -  346 
Seditious  papers,  attempt  of  Britifh  commiffioners  to  fpfcad  under 

cover  of  flags,  -  -  -  429 

order  taken  thereon,  -  -  430 

commiffary  of  prifoners  inftrucled  refpefting,'  465 

Seizure  of  fait  direfted,  -  -  -  20 

of  rum,  for  the  army,  accounts  to  be  fettled  by  board 

of  war,  -  -  -  201 

of  wheat,    Sec.    engrolTed    and  withheld,  recommen- 
ded, -  -  -  413,  414 
Sherman  Mr.  John,  money  advanced  to,  to  be  repaid  in  military 

implements,  -  -  -  231 

Ship  on  (locks  at  Portfmouth,   to  mount  56  guns,  -  230 

French,  le  Fier  Roderique,  governor  Henry  fequefted  to  pur- 
chafe  part  of  cargo  of,  -  -  243 
Virginia  to  be  configned  to  r?orlpriqtie  Hortales  ts*  Co.  314 
Shippeii  Dr.  dire^Slor-general  hofpital  department,  to  be  fent  for,      41 
charges  againd,  by  Dr.  Rufli,  and  committee  appointed 
thereon,                       -                         -                       -  133 
Signals,  paper  refpeding,  by  fieur  Gerard,  referred  to  marine-com- 
mittee,                          -                            -                       -                       293 
Silver  and  gold,  limitation  of  prices  of,  to  be  taken  off,                    420 
Synims  Mr.  Joseph,  affair  referred  to  executive  council  of  Penn- 

fylvania,  -  -  -  74 

Skinner  captain,  provifion  made  for  widow  and  children,        386,   393 
Smith  J.  B.  Efq;  added  to  a  committee  for  printing  the  journals,    27 
appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of  treafuiy,  105 

Smith  James,  Efq;  added  to  Ticonderoga  committee,  -  41. 

Soldiers  maimed,  &c.  provifion  made  for,  -  -  420 

South-Carolina  to  advance   money    to  troops,  fupervife  expendi- 
tures, &c.  -  -  229 
troops  in,  to  be  confidered  as  other  federal  troops,   474 
prelident   of,  information  to,   refpeding  military 
appointments,                     -                  -                     ibid: 
South-^iay,  Virginia,  provifions  to  be  tranfportedfrom,  29 
Spencer  general,   directed  refpeding  provifions   for  troops  at  R. 

Ifland,  -  -  -  -  21 

Stage  plays,  gaming,  &c.  to  be  fupprefTed,         -  -  423 

ofiicers  acting,  encouraging  or  frequenting,  to  be 

difmiffed  the  fervice,  -  -  432 

Standards,  colours,  &:c.  taken  from  the  enemy,  to  be  coUeded,       263 
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Stark  brigadier-general,  to  be  employed  in  the  northern-depart- 
ment, -  -  -  -  15S 
States  V'nited,  each  to  take  care,  that  every  perlon  exercifing  any 

office  under  Congrefs  be  on  oath,  as  prefcribed,    5  1. 

to  tranfmit  to  board  of  treafury  accounts  of  mo- 
ney advanced  to  regimental  pay-mafters,  &c.         5S 

to  pay  attention  to  the  conduct  of  all  continental 
officers,  &c.  -  -  61 

recommended  to,  to  provide  for  fpeedy  recovery  of 
public  debts,  -  -  ibid. 

quota  of  troops  to  be  afforded  by  each,  and  with 
all-poflible  expedition,  -  -  8S 

directions  refpedling,  -  -  ibid. 

expenfes  incurred,  to  be  paid  out  of  public  trea- 
fury, -  -  104 

conftant  attendance  of  three  members  in  Congrefs 

from  each,  requefted,  -  -  106- 

to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  attefted  copies  of  acts  paf- 
fed,  in  confequence  of  recommendations  from 
Congrefs,  -  -  -  113 

earneiUv  requeffed  to  complete  their  quotas  for  the 
army,   and  provide  accoutrements,  -  117 

all  fubjefts  of,  to  confider  and  treat  the  fubjecls 
of  his  moft  Chriftlan  majefly  as  brethren  and  al- 
lies,. -  -  -  188 

addrefs  of  Cong-ref'^  to,  -  19  1 

accounts  againif,  by  South-Carolina,  referred  to 
board  of  treafury,  -  -  205 

circular  letter  to,  refpefting  conciliatory  propofals,  242 

Maffachufetts  and  Connedlicut  requefted  to  raife 
troops,  ...  248 

pov/ers  from,  to  delegates  to  ratify  the  confedera- 
tion, .  _  -  277 

fouthern  directed,  to  render  French  fleet,  every  af- 
iiftance,  -  -  -  28Q 

circular  letter  to  thofe  of,  whofe  delegates  are  not 
empowered  to  ratify  the  confederation,  288 

eaftern,  to  afiord  militia  to  co-operate  with  the 
fleet  of  our  ally,  -  -  290 

to  be  applied  to,  to  enadl  laws,  enabling  Congrefs 
to  proceed  in  certain  cafes,  -  313 

debts  and  contracts  of,  to  be  reported,  -  370 

eallern  to  give  afliftance  in  having  clothing  made 
up  for  the  army,  -  -  376 

four  eaftern,  pnriotic  exertions  applauded,  378 

Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  to  give  all-poffible 
and  fpeedy  aid  to  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  40 1 

recommendation  to,  to  enact  laws,  to  compel  pay- 
*■  ment  of  public  debts,  -  -  405 

eaftern,  veffels  loaded  for,  in  Maryland,  to  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  -  -  467 
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St.  Clair  major-general,  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  refpec- 

ting,  laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -  418 

100  copies  of  to  be  printed,  -  420 

fentence  of  the  court-martial  confirmed,  -  514 

Steel,  to  be  contracted  for  at  Andover  works,  -  26 

Steuben  baron,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  and  fervice  accepted,  23 

appointed  infpeilor-general,  with  rank  of  major- 

I  general,  -  -  187 

to  be  furniflied  with  two  good  horfes,  -  220 

reference  to  general  Wafliington  concerning,  349 

requefted  to  repair  to  Rhode-lfland,  -  367 

cheerfully  complies,  -  -  ibid. 

Stockton  Thomas,  Efq;  appointment  of  as  iffuing-commlffary  at 

Princeton,  approved,  -  -  124 

Stores,  at  Charleftown,  Maryland,  orders  to  fecure,  -  170 

in  arfenal  and  magazines  at  Charleltown,  South-Carolina, 
account  of  laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -  462 

Storey  '^Ir.   JVillia?n,  compenfated  for  extra  fervices,  -  317 

Subliftence-money  allowed  in  lieu  of  extra  rations,  -  232 

extended  to  militia,  -  -  237 

to  pay-mafters,  not  of  rank  of  captain,  quarter- maftsrs,        484 
fixed  at  one-third  of  a  dollar  for  each  extra  ration,  ibid. 

Sullivan  general,  adlion  with  the  enemy,  Auguft  29th5  informa- 
tion of  received,  -  -  -  370 
retreat  from  Rhode-Idand,  account  of  received,  376 
with  officers  and  troops,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  for  their 

fortitude   and  bravery,   .  -  -  278 

caufes  of  retreat,  motion  to  enquire  into,  fet  afide  by  the 

previous  queflion,  -  -  -  379 

captain  Ebenezer,  allowed  pay  and  rations  while  In  cap- 
tivity, -  -  -  130 
accounts  fettled,                  -                       -                  -               134 
Superlntendants    to  purchafe  provlfions  in  Pennfylvania,  appoin- 
ted by  the  board  of  war,                         -                         -  69 
Surgeon-general,  middle-department.  Dr.  M'Knight  ele£\;ed,              80 
Susquehannah  river,  fords,  paffes,  &c.  to  be  examined,                      149 
Siveers  Cornelius,  deputy  comraifTary-general  of  milltary-ftores, 

fufpeaed  of  fraud,  -        '  260 

to  be  arrefted  and  fecured,  -  ibid. 

ordered  to  Philadelphia  under  guard,  277 

to  be  confined  clofely  in  the  public  gaol,  313 

S^ueers's  oath  to  be  taken,  perfons  and  papers  to  be  fent  for,  319 

report  of  committee  refpeiSling  re-committed,  and  mem- 
ber added  to  committee,  -  -  334 
letter  from,  referred  to  committee,  -  344 
wife,  a  letter  from,  brought  in,  -  35  I 
report  of  committee  concerning-,  -  -  353 
to  be  retained  in  confinement,  and  able  council  engaged 

to  profecute  for  forgeries,  Ike.  -  354 

letter  from,  .  -  _  356 
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Synod  Dutch,  of  New- York  and  New-Jerfey,  letter  from,  to  Am- 

fterdam  Claffis,  to  be  forwarded,  -  -  500 

lalbot  major  Silas,  applauded,  and  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  471 
Taxes,  15,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  raifed  by,  -  513 

6,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  raifed  by,  annually,  for  18  years,  536 
Teams  employed  in  tranfporting  provifions,  number  to  be  reduced,  384 
Temple  lieutenant-colonel,  to  re-enlift  fuch  men  of  his  regiment, 

whofe  times  are  near  expired,  -  -  482 

John,  at  New-York,  letter  from,  to  Congrefs,  564 

anfwer  to,  -  -  -  365 

Tents,  general  Heath  to  order  1000  to  be  provided,  1 1 

Thankfgiving  day,  chaplains  to  prepare  a  recommendation  for  ob- 

ferving,  ...  .  464 

recommendation  for,  brought  in,  -  473 

amended,  and  day  appointed,  -  -         474 

Thaxter  Mr.  John,  compenfation  to,  for  extra  fervices,  422 

Theatrical  entertainments,  &c.  to  be  fupprefTed,  -  423 

officers  frequenting,  to  be  difmilTed  the  fervice,  433 
'Thomson  Charles,  Efq;  fecretary    to  Congrefs,  adequate    allow- 
ance to  be  made  for  his  fervices,  5  3,  69 
brigadier-general,  credited  by  Meffrs.   Free- 
man  and  Cord,  Quebec,                   -  43 
■*            to  attend,  to  anfwer  a  charge  againfl:  him,       479 
memorial  from,              -                         -                480 
witnefTes  refpecling  examined,                              482 
farther  v/itneilcs  fummoned,                 -                 521 
examined,                  -                         -                     526 
charge  taken  into  confideration,                          527 
decifion  on  the  cafe,                       -                       529 
his  apology  fatisfaftory,                      -                   530 
Thomson  captain,  proceedings  of  a   court-martial   refpefting  laid 

before  Congrefs,  -  -  318 

^Vconrfero^'-a,  works  at,  to  be  demoliflied,  -  -  125 

caufes  of  evacuating  to  be  immediately  enquired  into,  3  1 

evacuation,  court-martial  ordered  refpefting,  54 

committee    appointed    to    examine    evidences    ref- 

pefting,  -  -  -  178 

evidence  refpe£ling  to  be  fenttogen.  Wafliington,  253 

Tobacco,  account  to  be  rendered  of  purchafes  and  difpofal  of,         291 

to  be  ftipped  for  payment  of  debts  and  contracts,  446 

purchafc  of  by  Braxton  and  Penn,  depofitions  refpedling 

laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -  5  10 

Town-major,  to  be  appointed  in  York-town,  -  120 

7'owsoii  captain,  prifoner,  favourable  fentiments  of  fieur  Gerard 

refpecting,  -  -  -  293 

fet  at  liberty,  -  -  -  29  6 

'Tousard  Monf.  captain,  applauded,  and  promoted  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  by  brevet,  and  penfion  granted,  -  -  447 
Trade  Indian,  to  be  opened  at  Fort-Schuyler,  -  184 
Trcafurer  of  loans,  to  be  appointed,  his  duty  and  pay,  -  294 
Francis  Hopkiiifon,  Efq;  chofen,  307 
Trer.furvj  Tuefdaysand  Thurfdays  fet  apart  for  regulating  affairs  of,  33 1 
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Treafury,  refoliitlons  refpecting,  _  .  -  403 

plan  of,  officers,  their  duty,  &c.  Ecc.  Sec.  ibid, 

committee   on,    to  lay  before  Congrefs    an  account  of 

fums  granted  to  refpedlive  departments,  316 

board  of,  four  members  added  to,  -  -  28 

three  to  inform,  -  -  -  29 

to  keep  records  of  accounts  tranfmitted  from  ftates,  58 

to  determine  the  number  of  clerks  to  afiift  auditors  in 

the  army,  -  -  ^     •  139 

four  members  added  to,  -  -  241 

members  of  Congrefs  belonging  to,  whofe  ftates  may  be 

reprefentend  withoutthem,  to  attend  every  forenoon,     377 
to  hire  a  clerk  for  commiflioners  of  claims  -  443 

Refolve  Smith,  Efq;  chofen,  -  .    409 

in  northern  and  eaftern-departments,  to  repair  immedi- 
ately, with  books  and  papers,  to  treafury  board  at 
Philadelphia,  .  -  _  430 

officers  at,  falaries  fixed,  -  -  450 

appointed,  _  _  -  457 

office,  feal  for,  to  be  provided,  -  -  407 

houfe  for  feveral  offices  of,  to  be  provided,  403 

Treatment  of  prifoners  by  the  enemy,  -         ,         _  32 

by  the  Americans,  -  -  34 

by  the  enemy,  maniftfto  of,  to  be  prepared,  36 

Treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce,  with  France,  arrives,  183 

ratified,  -  -  -  -  184 

1  Ith  and  12th  articles  of,  of  commerce,  to  apply  to  have 

expunged,  -  -  -  -  185 

form  of  ratification  of,  -  -  ibid, 

draught  for  publication  refpeiEllng,  -  -  188 

300  copies  of,  to  be  printed,  -  -  460 

to  beheld  with  Indians  at  Fort-Pitt,  -  -  235 

Troops  to  be  kept  in  Rhode-Ifland  ftate,  -  -  21 

quota,  to  be  afforded  by  each  ftate,  -  86 

direftions  refpecting,  -  -  -  ibid, 

to  be  enlifted  for  three  years,  or  during  the  vi?ar,  87, 

no  prifoners  of  war  or  deferters  to  be  enlifted,         .  ibid. 

ralfed  in  Accomac,  Sec.  Virginia,  to  be  employed  as  guards,  92 
a  company  of,  to  be  raifed  in  Weftmoreland,  Pennfylvania,  1  13 
additional  company  to  he  raifed,  -  -  264. 

to  be  fent  from  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  to  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  -  -  401 
to  be  forwarded  with  all  expedition,           -               -             43'4 
Troup  lieutenant-colonel,   appointed   deputy    adjutant-general  in 

northern-department,  .  .  _  204 

Trumbull  Jonathan^  jun.  chofen  comptroller  at  board  of  treafury,  457 
Tryal  floop,  memorial  refpecting,  prayer  granted,  -  227 

Tupper  Mr.  Benjamin^  accounts  to  be  fettled,  and  payment  ordered,  145 
Valuation  of  lands,  to  afcertain  c^iiota  of  public  expenfes,  to  be 

frequent,  -  -  -  -  435 

Van  Herr  captain,  to  raife  a  troop  of  marechalTeursj  30-9 
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Venereal  dlfeafe,  advantage  from,  to  fick  foldiers,  -  10 

Vermont,  (To  called,)  affair  refpedting,  time  appointed  to  take  into 

confideration,  _  _  _  .     390 

Vernor  Frederick^  convicted  as  a  fpy  ;  cafe  referred  to  Pennfylva- 

nia  executive  council,  -  -  -  411 

Veffels  merchant,  employed  by  public,  to  be  chartered  rather  than 

purchafed,  -  -  -  .445 

Victory  gained  over  Britlfh  at  Monmouth,  information  of,  284 

Villainy,  Britifh,  -  -  -  -     33 

Vinegar,  for  ufe  of  the  anny,  to  be  purchafed,  -  290 

Virginia,  bounty  afforded  by  to  recruits,  to  be  credited  to  quota  of,   482 

frigate,  lofs  of,  information  refpefting,  -  146 

caufe  of  to  be  enquired  into,  -  -       158 

Volunteer  German  corps  to  be  raifed,  -  -  368 

plan  for  raifing  laid  afide,  -  -  500 

Washington,  his  excellency   genera],  directed  to  order  return  of 

foldiers,  _  _  _  5 

authorized  to  appoint  aids-de-camp,  -  8 

to  require  paffports  to  tranfport  provifions  by  water 

for  Saratoga  convention  troops,  20,  382,  431 

to  apply  to  gen.  Howe,  for  liberty  to  purchafe  clo- 
thing for  prifoners,  -  -  34 
to  regulate  his   future  conduit  to  prifoners  by  the 

conduct  of  gen.  Howe,  -  -  35 

to  require  explanations  from  gen.  Howe,  36 

empowered  to  employ  Indians  in  the  fervice,  95 

to  endeavour  to  fettle  a  general  cartel,  -  116 

direiSted  refpefting  exchange  of  prifoners,  129 

empowered  to  call  5000  militia  from  Maryland, Penn- 

fylvania  and  New-Jerfey,  -  135 

to  appoint  oiEcers  in  major  Lee's  corps,  139 

to  convene  a  council  to  form  a  plan  of  operations,         159 
powers  vefted  in,  renewed  and  extended,  170 

to  call  commander  of  artillery  into  council,  if  he  fee 

meet,  -  -  -  175 

to  appoint  an  officer  to  command  at  Fort-Pitt,  183 

to  appoint  fubordinate  infpedors,  188 

to  fend  a  brigadier  to  join  gen.  Sullivan,  if  he  think 

meet,  -  -  -  214 

with  advice  of  committee  to  new-arrange,  the  army,   235 
to  prevent  removal  of  goods  from  Philadelphia  when 
evacuated  by  the   enemy,  till  property  be  afcer- 
tained,  _  _  _  ibid. 

to  order  a  court  of  enquiry  on  general  Mifflin,  and 

courts-martial  on  delinquents,  -  246 

evidences   to   be  fent  to,    refpeiting  evacuation   of 

Ticonderoga,  -  .  -  -      260 

to  officer  colonel  Armand's  corps,  -  267 

thanks  of  Cougrefs  to,  for  his  victory  over  the  Bri- 
tifh at  Monmouth  ;  and  to  the  officers  and  troops 
under  his  command,  -  -  284 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Washington,  to  co-operate  with  count  d'Eftaing,  -  -        290 

with  advice  of  committee  to  proceed  in  new-arran- 
ging the  army,  -  -  -        "27 
to  take  meafures  to  protect  the  frontiers,              368,  427 
direfted  refpefting  forming  magazines  in  MafTachu- 

fetts-Bay  and  Conneiiticut,  -  ..  382 

to  fend  cavalry,  not  needed  at  camp,  wliere  they  may 

be  beft  fubfifted,  -  -  ilud. 

to  order  removal  of  convention  of  Saratoga  troops, 
if  pafTports  for  tranfporting  provifions  be  not 
granted,  -  -  -  43.1 

empowered  to    appoint   commiffioners  to    confer  on 

exchange  of  prifoners,  -  -  478 

to  take  meafures  refpecting  Saratoga  convention  of- 
ficers, -  -  -  482 
to  appoint  a  brigadier-general  to  command  the  ca- 
valry,             _                       _                       _                    431 
to  determine  difputes  about  rank,          -              -           485 
diredled  to  attend  Gongrefs,          -                  -                5  16 
arrival  in  town;  introduced  to  Gongrefs,                        526 
Wadsivorth  Jeremiah,  Efq;  to  be  requefled  to  attend  Gongrefs,         63 
committee  to  confer  with,  126 
appointed  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,    146 
Waggons  employed  in  public  fervice,  immediate  payment  for,  or- 
dered,            -                     -                     -                     -                  iiy 
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